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In 2011, Tropical Storm Irene swept through the Mohawk Valley, leaving hundreds
of small businesses faced with the choice to rebuild, relocate, or fold. Schoharie
County planners immediately seized an opportunity through New York State’s CFA
process to design and implement a program that helped more than 17 small busi-
nesses open their doors again and 23 farms resume production.

Before six feet of water had the chance to fully recede from their county office on
Main Street, Alicia Terry and Sarah Blood from the Schoharie County Department
of Planning, Promotion, & Development worked with Sarah Blood to prime the
pump for a masterful recovery effort that ranged from storefront to haymow.

Down On Main Street. A testament to collaboration, planning, and resiliency, the
Schoharie County Microenterprise Assistance Program was awarded $200,000
through the Mohawk Valley Regional Economic Development Council (MVREDC)
in 2011 to assist small businesses across the county not simply to rebuild; but to
rebuild better. From cafés to salons, the matching grant program helped to bridge
the troubled water between disaster and recovery, leveraging more than $1 Mil-
lion in new investment on the main streets of Middleburgh and Schoharie.

One example is Mrs. K’s Kitchen on Main Street in Middleburgh. On August 29,
2011, the owners of the popular main street diner stood among the silt and debris
field that was, just days before, filled with familiar faces and the smell of fresh-
brewed coffee. Floor-to-ceiling, the shop seemed a total loss.

MVREDC Acts Locally, Thinks Globally

“10n Wednesday, February 12, 2014 the
| MVREDC kicked off the 2014 season with
a meeting at SUNY-IT. Co-Chairs Larry
Gilroy and Dr. Robert Geer led an engag-
ling series of discussions, ranging from
M heritage tourism to global economics.
Learn more on facebook or check out the
MVREDC web page.
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These are just a few ways the MVREDC is making positive change; and a few more
reasons why the Mohawk Valley represents the very best of New York. Rising.
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