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Water
Lake Ontario and Salmon River 
attract anglers from all over 
the world.
Fishing
County leads NYS in economic 
benefits from fishing. Over 100 
miles of public fishing rights. 
Two DEC fish hatcheries.
Open Land
Over 40,000 acres of DEC-
owned land

Environmental Overview

Water
Tioughnioga River, many small lakes and streams
Fishing
12 miles of public fishing rights
Open Land
More than 30,000 acres of DEC-owned land
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Madison

Onondaga

Oswego

Cayuga

Cortland

Water
Owasco, Cayuga and Skaneateles 
Lakes; Lake Ontario. Montezuma 
wetlands and Seneca River
Fishing
About 30 miles of public fishing 
rights
Open Land
About 15,000 acres of DEC-
owned land

Water
Cazenovia and Oneida Lakes, many 
smaller lakes and streams
Fishing
About 3 miles of public fishing rights
Open Land
25,000 acres of DEC-owned land, 
including forests and a wildlife 
management area

Water
Skaneateles, Otisco, Onondaga and Oneida Lakes
Fishing
Premier trout streams: Nine Mile and Limestone 
Creeks. Over 16 miles of public fishing rights. 
Open Land 
Camillus Unique Area
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Environmental Map

Environmental Overview
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Cortland

Madison
Cayuga

Onondaga

Oswego
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Source: NYS Department of Environmental Conservation



Infrastructure
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Transportation

Indicators

Source: NYS Department of Transportation



Central NY 2008 Clean Water and   
Sewer Infrastructure Needs Survey

County Amount

Cayuga County $61,733,595

Cortland County $36,729,190

Madison County $55,655,192

Onondaga County $1,242,088,053

Oswego County $40,941,978

Total $1,437,148,008
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Infrastructure

Source:  NYS Environmental Facilities Corporation; Community-reported data.
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New York Power 
Authority

Municipal & Cooperative 
Customers

The Power Authority provides electricity to 47 municipal and four rural 
electric cooperative systems across New York State.  Thirteen of these 
systems (highlighted on the map) have signed long-term partnership 
agreements with NYPA, under which they receive their full electricity 
requirements with some of the cheapest power in the state.  
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Infrastructure
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National Grid

Electric Service
Gas & Electric Service
Gas Service

New York Service Territory

Infrastructure
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Infrastructure

Rochester Gas & Electric/
New York State Electric & Gas
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Median Sales Price of Existing Single-Family Homes
Fourth Quarter 2010 compared to Fourth Quarter 2008

County 4th Quarter 2010p
Percent Change

4Q 2008 to 4Q 2010

Cayuga $ 107,450 22.1

Cortland                   $ 113,500 4.1

Madison                    $ 131,000 -3.0

Onondaga                   $ 133,400 4.6

Oswego                     $   99,500 31.8

Real Estate
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Source: NYS Homes & Community Renewal, NYS Association of Realtors
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County
Rental Preservation  

Units
Rental  New Construction 

Units
Homeowner 

Improvement Units
Homebuyer Assistance 

Units

Cayuga 259 60 891 159

Cortland 231 14 848 116

Madison 334 48 778 89

Onondaga 4,356 426 1,965 825

Oswego 689 37 670 100

Total 5,869 585 5,152 1,289

Housing Report Card (2006 – 2010)
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Real Estate
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Note: NYS Homes and Community Renewal records the affordable housing units assisted by programs administered by HCR, the New York State Office of Temporary Disability 
Assistance and the New York State Office of Mental Health.
Rental Preservation Units – HCR-supported units that have either had their affordability period extended for existing and future tenants or assistance for moderate to gut 
rehabilitation of existing, aging affordable housing which also extends the affordability period. 
Source:  NYS Homes & Community Renewal.



County
Number of Renters at 
or Below 50% of AMI

Renter Coverage 
Rate

Number of Owners at  
or Below 50% of AMI

Homeowner Coverage 
Rate

Cayuga 3,905 8.2% 3,275 32.1%

Cortland 2,410 10.2% 1,590 60.6%

Madison 2,435 15.7% 3,070 28.2%

Onondaga 29,355 16.3% 15,470 18.0%

Oswego 6,690 10.9% 6,355 12.1%

Total 44,795 14.4% 29,760 21.6%

Affordable Housing Coverage Rate

Section 1: Physical and Built Environment

Real Estate
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Notes: The HCR Affordable Housing Renter and Homeowner Coverage Rate is a way of measuring the proportion of low-income residents in a county impacted by HCR 
programs funded 2006-2010. 
AMI – Area Median Income is the midpoint family income for a metropolitan area or a non-metropolitan county calculated each year by the US Department of Housing and 
Urban Development for use in determining eligibility for housing programs.
Source: NYS Homes & Community Renewal, 2009 HUD Comprehensive Housing Affordability Strategy (CHAS) Data Book. 



County

Percent of 
Units that 
are Renter 
Occupied 

Percent of 
Housing Units 
Built Before 

1940

Percent of 
Renters with 
‘Severe Cost 

Burden’

Percent of 
Owners with 
‘Severe Cost 

Burden’

Percent of 
Residential 
Addresses 

that are 
Vacant

Cayuga 28.4% 43.2% 19.1% 7.0% 2.7%

Cortland 34.2% 43.4% 19.2% 7.5% 2.3%

Madison 23.8% 34.0% 11.5% 8.2% 2.5%

Onondaga 33.6% 27.1% 24.1% 7.8% 3.2%

Oswego 26.2% 31.2% 26.5% 8.4% 2.3%

Housing and Affordability Indicators
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Real Estate
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‘Severe cost burden’ is spending more than 50% of their gross income on housing costs.
Source:  NYS Homes & Community Renewal, Quarter 3 2010 HUD Aggregated United States Postal Service Data, 2009 HUD CHAS Data Book.



County
Amount                 

in Millions 

Cayuga $79.2 

Cortland $42.0  

Madison $73.3 

Onondaga $715.6 

Oswego $98.0 

Central NY
Economic Impact of Visitor Spending in 2009

Culture, Tourism and Quality of Life
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Source:  Tourism Economics, 2009



Central NY State Parks and Historic Sites
2009 Annual Attendance

891,464
130,385
105,818

29,727
37,852
65,623

Green Lakes
Selkirk Shores
Fort Ontario
Clark Reservation
Chittenango Falls
Old Erie Canal

37,580
30,613
28,256
20,509

297,461
122,487

34,578

Sandy Island Beach
Battle Island Gold Course
Lorenzo
Mexico Point Boat Launch
Fair Haven Beach
Fillmore Glen
Long Point
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Culture, Tourism and Quality of Life

Central NY includes 13 state parks and historic sites                    
with a combined annual attendance of over 1.8 million.
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Source:  NYS Office of Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation



Central NY State Parks and Historic Sites

Quality of Life
The  recreational and natural resources created by the 
area’s parks and historic sites benefit this region by:
 Maintaining the state’s ecosystem and biodiversity
 Providing opportunities for recreation
 Reducing the negative effects from pollution
 Improving health outcomes
 Preserving areas of historic importance
 Influencing business location decisions by making the 

community a better place to live.

Economic Impact
An economic impact study* estimates 
that in 2008- 2009, more than 1,600 
jobs were created and more than $134 
million in local economic activity was 
generated by State Parks in the 
counties of Oswego, Cortland, 
Onondaga, Madison, Oneida, 
Chenango, Broome, and Herkimer.
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Source:  The NYS Park System:  An Economic Asset to the Empire State:  

Political Economy Research Institute, Univ. Of Mass, Amherst, March, 2009

Culture, Tourism and Quality of Life
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Highlights of Central NY State Parks and Historic Sites

Green Lakes
A popular state park near Syracuse, Green Lakes features two glacial lakes and a Robert Trent 
Jones designed 18-hole golf course.

Fair Haven Beach 
The Fair Haven Beach, on the Lake Ontario shoreline, welcomes over 20,000 campers every 
year.

Old Erie Canal
The 36-mile linear park is designated a National Recreational Trail by the National Park Service.

Regional Economic Development Councils 2011

Culture, Tourism and Quality of Life
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Central NY State Parks and Historic Sites
Regional Capital Needs

High Impact Projects:

 Green Lakes
Replace inadequate nature
center at this flagship park         $1,000,000

 Fair Haven Beach
Rehabilitate deteriorated
campground loop                          $2,225,000

The backlog of capital projects in the Central Region area is estimated to exceed $34 million.

Regional Economic Development Councils 2011

 Selkirk Shores
Reconstruct park’s swimming
beach on Lake Ontario                                       $2,000,000

 Fillmore Glen
Reconstruct Civilian Conservation Corps-era
gorge and rim trails                                             $   650,000

Culture, Tourism and Quality of Life

Section 1:  Physical and Built Environment



 Regional Overview

 Globalization

 Changing Demographics

 Workforce and Education 

 Industry Structure and Concentration

Regional Economic Development Councils 2011

Section 2:  Economic Environment



Syracuse MSA at a Glance

Globalization
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Notes:   The  Syracuse MSA includes Madison, Onondaga and Oswego counties. 
The rankings are out of the top 100 exporting MSAs in the U.S.
GMP = Gross Metropolitan Product
Source:  Brookings Institution
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Metro Metro Rank
100 Largest Metro 

Areas
United States

Exports ($ billions) $3.6 71 $1,037 $1,609

Exports as a share of GMP 10.0% 57 10.3% 11.4%

Number of export-related jobs 30,470 66 7,688,744 11,854,390

Real annual growth rate of exports, 2003-2008 8.0% 60 8.7% 9.2%

Average wages in leading export industry $53,522 72 $66.449 $45,563

Number of export clusters 5.0 71 6.7 N/A

Percentage of exports sold to Brazil, India and China 9.0% 28 8.6% 8.8%

Syracuse MSA’s Key Export Indicators for 2008

Globalization
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Source:  Brookings Institution
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 The five-county Central NY Region grew 1.4% 
from 2000 to 2010, the 7th highest rate of 
growth of New York State’s 10 regions.

 Two of the five counties lost population 
(Cayuga, Oswego); Madison was the 6th

fastest growing county in the State (5.8%).  
Onondaga grew 1.9% and Cortland 1.5%.

 Two of the region’s cities lost population; 
four gained.  Auburn (-3.1%) and Syracuse 
(-1.5%); Oneida, Cortland, Oswego, and 
Fulton increased (3.7%, 2.5%, 0.3%, 0.3%).

 The Central NY regional ethnic composition is 
85.2% white, 6.9% black, 3.2% Hispanic, and 
2.1% Asian.

Madison

Onondaga

Oswego

Cayuga

Cortland

Changing Demographics
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Changing Demographics
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Source: Empire State Development, State Data Center
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Changing Demographics

Population Change 
1990-2000 compared to 2000-2010

Central NY Region by County
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Source: Empire State Development, State Data Center



Percent of Population 
Above 61 Years Old

Poverty Rate
Median Household 

Income

United States 16.2% 13.5% $51,425

New York State 16.7% 13.8% $55,233

Central New York Region 17.1% 13.2% $48,790

Cayuga County 18.8% 12.4% $47,414

Cortland County 16.4% 14.5% $44,853

Madison County 17.3% 9.7% $51,670

Onondaga County 17.1% 13.2% $50,129

Oswego County 15.8% 15.3% $45,071

Central New York Socioeconomic Profile

Changing Demographics
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Source:  Empire State Development, State Data Center.  Age data is from 2010; poverty and income are from 2009.
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Central NY 2010 Race/Ethnicity Population

White, Non-
Hispanic

White Hispanic

Non-White 
Hispanic

Black or African 
American

American Indian 
or Alaska Native

Asian

Two or more races

Source: Empire State Development, State Data Center

Changing Demographics
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Central NY Hispanic/Latino Population

Central NY 2000 2010 % Change

Cayuga County
Hispanic/Latino 1,611 1,896 17.7%
Non-Hispanic/Non-Latino 80,352 78,130 -2.8%

Cortland County
Hispanic/Latino 565 1,094 93.6%
Non-Hispanic/Non-Latino 48,034 48,242 0.4 %

Madison County
Hispanic/Latino 734 1,316 79.3%
Non-Hispanic/Non-Latino 68,707 72,126 5.0%

Onondaga County
Hispanic/Latino 11,175 18,829 68.5%
Non-Hispanic/Non-Latino 447,161 448,197 0.2%

Oswego County
Hispanic/Latino 1,592 2,552 60.3%
Non-Hispanic/Non0Latino 120,785 119,557 -1.0%

Changing Demographics

Regional Economic Development Councils 2011
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Source: Empire State Development, State Data Center



In-Migration 
(to Central NY)

Year In-Migration Percent of Population

2008 16,300 2.1%

Top Migratory Regions In-Migrants

Oneida County 1,357

Foreign - Other 544

Tompkins County 523

Jefferson County 470

Monroe County 421

Out-Migration 
(from Central NY)

Year Out-Migration Percent of Population

2008 18,550 2.4%

Top Migratory Regions Out-Migrants

Oneida County 1,102

Tompkins County 605

Monroe County 604

Erie County 348

Broome County 307

Changing Demographics
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Source: EMSI Strategic Advantage Model.



Changing Demographics
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Percent of Adults
with At Least a 

Bachelor’s Degree

Percent of Adults 
with a Graduate 

Degree

Central NY Region 26.4% 11.0%

State 31.8% 13.6%

Nation 27.5% 10.1%

Source: Empire State Development, State Data Center; American Community Survey 2005-2009.
Note: ‘Adults’ are at least 25 years old.

Educational Attainment in the Central NY Region



Workforce & Education
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Workforce and Education
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Campuses: 7
Enrollment: 40,085
Employees: 10,805
SUNY Alumni: 244,857



Workforce and Education
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Central NY
Private, Not-for-Profit Colleges and Universities

Syracuse
Crouse Hospital School of Nursing
Le Moyne College
St. Joseph’s College of Nursing

Wells College

Cazenovia College

Colgate University

Source: Commission on Independent Colleges and Universities

Section 2:  Economic Environment

Syracuse University



Central New York
May
2011

April
2011

May
2010

Labor Force 384,000 385,600 389,400

Unemployment 29,300 29,500 31,900

Local Unemployment Rate 7.6% 7.6% 8.2%

NY State Unemployment Rate 7.8% 7.6% 8.3%

U.S. Unemployment Rate 8.7% 8.7% 9.3%

Central NY Labor Market
Local Area Unemployment Statistics

Note:  Data not seasonally adjusted.
Source:  NYS Department of Labor.

Workforce and Education
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Workforce and Education
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Central NY Labor Market
Change in Jobs, May 2010 to May 2011
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Central NY Labor Market

Distribution of Nonfarm Jobs, May 2011

Workforce and Education 
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Government
19%

Education and Health 
Services

19%

Trade, Transportation, and 
Utilities

19%

Professional and Business 
Services

10%

Leisure and Hospitality
9%

Manufacturing
9%

Financial Activities
5%

Other Services
4%

Natural Resources, Mining 
and Construction

4%
Information

2%

Total Nonfarm Jobs 
359,000
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Unionization Rate

City Share of Employed Workers

Syracuse MSA, NY 19.1%

New York State 24.2%

United States 11.9%

Workforce and Education

Regional Economic Development Councils 2011
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Source:  Current Population Survey, calculations by unionstats.com, 2010.



Growth in Central NY Industry Sectors

Industry Structure and Concentration
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Jobs in 2010 Growth since 2006
Average weekly 

wage 2010

Projected growth, 

2008 to 2018

Crop Production 707 7.1% $470 -3.8%

Construction of Buildings 3,475 1.8% $920 -6.1%

Specialty Trade Contractors 8,396 -6.7% $916 -4.2%

Computer and Electronic Product Mfg 5,414 -2.0% $1,485 -23.3%

Merchant Wholesalers, Nondurable Goods 4,980 1.4% $1,049 -1.2%

Warehousing and Storage 1,570 20.5% $736 15.5%

Professional and Technical Services 15,754 -1.2% $1,125 12.0%

Management of Companies and Enterprises 3,051 -24.3% $1,221 -4.5%

Administrative and Support Services 14,884 -2.6% $553 7.8%

Educational Services 45,022 1.7% $801 8.1%

Ambulatory Health Care Services 14,825 3.8% $1,062 27.5%

Nursing and Residential Care Facilities 12,366 2.0% $595 25.3%

Source:  NYS Department of Labor.



Location Quotient of Industry Clusters in the 
Central NY Region

Location quotient (LQ) is a way of quantifying how concentrated a particular industry, cluster, occupation, or demographic group is in a region as compared to the 
nation. It can reveal what makes a particular region unique in comparison to the national average..  Source: EMSI Strategic Advantage model.

Industry Structure and Concentration
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Travel & TourismFront Office
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Back Office
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Processing

Distribution Electronics

Forest Products



Source: D&B Market Insight

Number of New Manufacturers:               108 (4.6% of state total)

Number of New Manufacturing Jobs:       187 (2.0% of state total)

New Manufacturing Activity in the Central NY Region
January 2010 to April 2011

Industry Structure and Concentration
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Back Office &
Outsourcing Cluster:

110 companies
4,900 employees

Industry Structure and Concentration
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Source: Empire State Development analysis of NYS Department of Labor data, 2008



Biomedical Cluster:

75 companies
2,300 employees

Industry Structure and Concentration

Regional Economic Development Councils 2011
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Source: Empire State Development analysis of NYS Department of Labor data, 2008



Communications 
& Media Services Cluster:

270 companies
5,000 employees

Industry Structure and Concentration

Regional Economic Development Councils 2011
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Source: Empire State Development analysis of NYS Department of Labor data, 2008



Distribution Cluster:

1,290 companies
13,260 employees

Industry Structure and Concentration
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Source: Empire State Development analysis of NYS Department of Labor data, 2008



Electronics & Imaging 
Cluster:

36 companies
1,352 employees

Industry Structure and Concentration

Regional Economic Development Councils 2011
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Source: Empire State Development analysis of NYS Department of Labor data, 2008
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Industrial Machinery                          
& Services Cluster:

220 companies
12,690 employees

Industry Structure and Concentration

Regional Economic Development Councils 2011

Section 2:  Economic Environment

Source: Empire State Development analysis of NYS Department of Labor data, 2008



Transportation
Equipment Cluster:

20 companies
3,050 employees

Industry Structure and Concentration
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Source: Empire State Development analysis of NYS Department of Labor data, 2008



Industry Structure and Concentration
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 Governance

 Statewide Business Costs and                     
Tax Structure

 Entrepreneurialism, Innovation  
and Risk-taking
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State and Local Government Expenditures Per Capita

Category
Ranking  

(1 = Highest Spending, 
50 = Lowest Spending)

State Corrections 17
State Social Insurance Administration 10
State Health Administration 35
State Hospitals 8
State Public Welfare Administration 45

Local Corrections 1
Local Health Administration 11
Local Hospitals 11

Local Public Welfare 1
Local Police Protection 1
Local Housing and Community Development 1
Local Fire Protection 10
Local Police Protection 1

K-12 Instructional Employees 13
K-12 Non-Instructional Employees 21

Section 3:  Policy Environment

Governance
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Source:  U.S. Census Bureau “Census of Governments 2007.”



Triple-Layering
(three layers of general purpose

local government) 

Regional Economic Development Councils 2011

Governance

Percent of Population in 
Triple-layered Communities

Section 3:  Policy Environment

Source:  NYS Commission on Local Government Efficiency and Competitiveness, 2008



Central NY 
Villages with a Population Below 500

Meridian (Cayuga) 309

Madison (Madison) 305

Munnsville (Madison) 474

Fabius (Onondaga) 352

Governance

Regional Economic Development Councils 2011
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Source: Empire State Development, State Data Center



Unreserved Fund 
Balances Less Than 

1.5 % of Gross 
Expenditures 

Municipalities with
Total Debt as a Percentage 
of Full Value Assessment in 

Greater Than 3.25%

Municipalities with 
Total Debt Per Capita in 

Top 10% of State

Municipalities with 
Operating Deficits as a 

Percent of Gross 
Expenditures in the

Top 10% of State

Central NY 2.6% 15.2% 8.6% 7.9%

NY State 5.7% 10.0% 10.0% 10.0%

Regional Economic Development Councils 2011

Governance

Local Fiscal Capacity:  Municipalities with Financial Stress

Section 3:  Policy Environment

Source:  NYS Environmental Facilities Corporation.



Central NY                                                          
Cost of Doing Business & Cost of Living 

Statewide Business Costs and Tax Structure

Regional Economic Development Councils 2011

Source:  Moody’s Analytics, May 2011

Metro Area
Cost of Doing 

Business Index
(US = 100)

Cost of Living Index
(US = 100)

Syracuse MSA 100 87

Section 3:  Policy Environment



New York State

Innovation 
Rankings

2010

Source:  Kauffman Foundation

Indicator
New York's Ranking

(1 = Best, 50 = Worst)
High-Wage Traded Services 3

E-Government 4

Managerial, Professional, Technical Jobs 6

Broadband Telecommunications 6

Overall 10

Foreign Direct Investment 10

IPOs 10

Entrepreneurial Activity 10

Patents 10

Workforce Education 12

Migration of U.S. Knowledge Workers 12

Fastest-Growing Firms 12

Alternative Energy Use 12

IT Professionals 13

Export Focus of Manufacturing & Services 14

Venture Capital 14

Online Agriculture 17

Job Churning 19

Investor Patents 21

Immigration of Knowledge Workers 24

Manufacturing Value-Added 24

High-Tech Jobs 25

Scientists and Engineers 25

Industry Investment in R&D 26

Non-Industry Investment in R&D 31

Online Population 34

Health IT 39

Entrepreneurialism, Innovation and Risk-taking

Regional Economic Development Councils 2011

Section 3:  Policy Environment
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