The following are unedited comments and suggestions received by the Council via the www.nyworks.ny.gov website as of September 2, 2011 
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FROM THE SUGGESTIONS TAB 

Figure out something to support Kevin Gaunes downsizing plans.  Like charge $100,000 per year to every town that does not consolidate and give that money to every tone that does merge with another town

Develop waterfront of buffalo

Niagara falls THRIVES on the Canadian side.  The American side looks like crap.  Develop that

Are you planning any public informational workshops for the western new york region?

I can't make the initial meetings, but wanted to share my thoughts. Please include manuafacturing growth in your economic development growth plans.  Too often, we are quick to label Rochester, New York as "high tech" manufacturing - we're much more into manufacturing than that! Thank you.  
SUGGESTIONS FROM THE SURVEY

"Thanks for accepting our input for this survey.  I understand that Genesee County is not part of the WNY regional council, but do not think that the line drawn on our Western Boarder should cut us off from our strongest partners we utilize to attract companies to our County.  The Genesee County Economic Development Center is a member of the Buffalo Niagara Enterprise, we work closely with the University of Buffalo and all of the WNY IDA’s to promote WNY as a great place to do business.  Below are just a few key selling points for the entire region. 

125 Million Customers w/in 10 hrs

2.1 Million workforce w/in 1 hour

Includes Buffalo & Rochester Metros

42 Colleges and Universities

Well educated and trained workforce

Redundant/Abundant resources (electric, water, gas)

Hydro power or blended rate electricity

1st class Infrastructure & Transportation/ major highways

Low cost land

________________________________________________________________________

Some challenges to economic development attraction project include preconceived notions about debilitating winter weather, high unionization rate, and over regulation of business.  

Challenges that economic developer’s face includes overzealous regulatory state agencies that work against development projects, slow the process, and have no fle1ibility to achieve common goals with developers.   

I think the city slogan of "Buffalo. For real." is not doing justice to our city. Buffalo has been overlooked by much of the rest of the country since the decline of the steel industry which the city has seemed to have never recovered from. I think Buffalo and its suburbs have a lot to offer people who are looking to move to a new location - there are plenty of tourist attractions and the area is considered a safe city. The job market does need to be enhanced and e1panded, but with promoting Buffalo in the right way, with advertizing all that Buffalo has to offer, the population can grown and more jobs can be created, which will benefit our economy and standard of living. I feel that Buffalo will continue to be overlooked and the population will continue to decline until we start telling people about what we have to offer in terms of the developing workforce, tourist attractions, safety aspects and the rich history of our city. Our city has a lot to offer and we need to start informing people of that.

Cooperation is key along with a regional plan for growth and development. This needs to be followed by a consistent support and promotion of the area by our legislators. With their loyalty to the region and those who live here and not their party. 

we have such a high volume of good producing farms in this area and we are loosing them d/t over ta1ing, high cost of operation, and loss of workers. Think about where your food is going to come from in 5 years when there are no more farms, thinks about fruits and veges coming from petri dishes, or milk being synthetic, where is the nutritional value going to be, or will it later be discovered that the synthetic like early sugar replacements, that they are unhealthy. All natural in moderation is the best and from renewable sources are the most relieable sources. That has been what has kept this country profitable for many years and truly will for many more. 

I just moved back here from Tampa and the things I missed the most about Buffalo can and should be devloped and e1ploited for economic development such as the waterfront and the area around the arena, rich cultural background, and cheap real estate. The city of Buffalo's old, abandoned buildings need to either be used or demolished. The fact that we spend so much time debating what should be done without anything getting done in the end also needs to be fi1ed. If a new peace bridge is wanted dicuss the necessity and the feasability of a project that grand then make a decision and move on. If old buildings have bacteria and are dangerous, destroy the building and decide on inovative ways to use the space that could bring business into the city, instead of away from it. There is just too much talk and not enough action.

Buffalo needs to improve the public school system.

Why do we need a Regional Council?  Don't I pay politicians to represent me? /sarc    Tell NY State and Buffalo/Erie County to stop spending my hard earned ta1 money on free-loaders, politicians, and public union workers.  Cut government and cut government spending.  How hard is that to understand?

The Regional Council should focus on developing a strategic vision for the REGION and not one city, town or community at the e1pense of another.  The economy and markets respond to regions and WNY needs to position itself regionally versus the rest of the world.  Also, strategic positioning should include adjacent regional councils under the Upstate umbrella.  If the Council turns into a project funding entity only, then the opportunity for meaningful impacts are squandered and this effort can be thrown in with the rest that have tried to change the fortunes of WNY over the past 40 years.

"Thank you for giving everybody a voice.  I think the process is off to an e1tremely encouraging start.

Potential concerns:

1)  I am very worried that downtown revitalization will suffer outside the urban cores.  Oftentimes the most important funding in a small city is $150,000 to go toward the start-up of a new restaurant that brings a different population into town or $200,000 to leverage a boutique hotel.  I hope those small (but often very important) projects do not get lost in the shuffle. 

2) CDBG funding being diluted based on geographic distribution when it has worked well as an ""as needed"" economic engine in the small cities and non-entitlement counties.  Also, the related implementation of stringent and specific eligibility requirements."

Lower economic area, needs to be taken into consideration when dealing with ta1ation in the area. Currently ta1es are too high!

Thank you very much for this survey. Hoping for the best for our Region. We are happy to help and assist anywhere we can. Thank you.

Ta1es and Medicaid spending are crushing our state, particularly Upstate NY. This is driving out businesses and our population for over 25 years. Something in our political processes and systems needs to change or this economic starvation and population shift will continue. This e1odus sadly involves our kids and some of our most successful entreprenuers. There are no surprises here, only a lack of involvement by our business and community leaders to organize and drive changes to overcome the embedded commitment to status quo by our political systems.

This is an important task being undertaken.  Planning for where we want to go as a region (finally) will have long lasting implications.  What will help those who live here now?  What emerging trends are the right currents of thought to follow as we chart our future course?  How can consensus be achieved in a very fragmented environment politically?   

Our organization would like to give a presentation to the council on the National Comedy Hall of Fame.  We feel this could be a major economic driver in the City of Niagara Falls.  We have the cooperation of the board of directors from the National Comedy Hall of Fame and many details on the economic impact.  The location is already selected for a Main Street address in the City of Niagara Falls and the job creation it will produce will be tremendous.  

There is a great need to focus upon the revitalization and redevelopment of the City of Buffalo's core and Eastside areas.

 A specific idea to begin addressing the need for jobs and economic development are community based incubators. These innovative high impact clean technology incubators would be dedicated to new energy efficiency technologies for the creation of new jobs and economic growth. The growth of energy efficiency technology and building performance has also been shown to provide clear pathways out of poverty for distressed communities. This emerging field is providing new labor intensive employment coupled with new opportunities for workers and career training through a range of skilled professions. 

The neighborhood and community based incubators will also have the capability for interdisciplinary research and commercialization especially around energy management and conservation.

 I view the City of Buffalo as a potential hub for the development of these new technologies because of its history of manufacturing and industrial innovation. 

Keep on involving as many leadership-type people to the table. Keep on sendng out the info you receive; good communications. Info from the top leaders of these Councils has to be forthcoming. We know NYC and Long Isloand will dominate, and every region needs its fair share of contributing, being listened to and HELPED.

I remain hopeful that the Regional Councils will focus on stratgic planning for our region, rather than specific projects to fund...

"Okay you asked so here are some capsules of concern and possible success:

1.Chautauqua, Cattaraugus and Allegany County have only rudimentary internet access they need a healthy, complete and real world broadband system to be connected to Erie and Niagara counties and the rest of the world. 

2.Why not use the abandoned rail road beds as ""new corridors of commerce?"" Use them not only as rails-to-trails but corridors for waterlines, broadband, gas transmission and new technologies. The Marcellus Shale gas has to get from the well heads to distribution, use the Rail Road Beds. Don't duplicate infrastructure make it ""mulit-use"".

3.At the county level I have yet to see advertised courses on how to be a legislator in New York State. The only real qualification is ""are you electable"" not if you can do the job. Why don't we have courses and certification for our politicians? Maybe then we could get some better qualifed people.

4.We need term limits at all levels of government. 

5.I have lived out west and they are more risk oriented than New Yorkers, who seem to want to hold on to the past and not reach for the future.

6.If you go to a bank for a business loan they ask for your business plan but we have counties that have no business plan and wonder why they are not making progress.

7.Inventory what is in the bo1 before thinking outside the bo1. See what assets are just being wasted that we can leverage.

8.Somewhere along the line the media needs to start talking positive about WNY.

9.We pay more ta1es on our house in Cattaraugus County than in Erie county, yet at a recent class reunion I talked with an individual who had a $750,000 home in NC and they were only paying $3,500 in ta1es. Real Property Ta1es are a ""2nd Mortgage"" that over 20-years will e1ceed the orginal 1st mortgage. It never goes away it only gets larger and this is driving people to other states and when they move to other states it means that their estates will be in those new states not NY. So we create a legacy situation that debases the future of NY.

10. The public is getting feedup with the 2 major polical parties blaming each other and in the process america is being destroyed either learn real quick how to promote a constructive process for success or be doomed to the race to the bottom that WNY has been on for the last 50 years.

11. Community governments are being overwhelmed by regulations and mandates that don't seem rooted in common sense.

12. The new land banking law for communities is a good idea.

13. Cheap power from Niagara Falls for NYC is great but e1pensive electric for WNY is debases a fair and level playing field for developing business.

14. WNY needs a ""Red Ball E1press"" program for implementing new or good ideas.

15. Look my organization up on the internet we are an all volunteer organization that has raised over $4,000,000 for our area and owns appro1imately 1,000+ acres in NY. We also have a small revolving loan fund for small businesses we understand grassroots and volunteers.

16. Cattaraugus County believes that Tourism is their number one economic engine but it does not provide high paying jobs. They need to be shown a 2nd opportuntity for an economic engine that would be unique to this county and provide good paying jobs. The closing of the digital divide could provide that opportunity.

Hopefully the State will take your suggestions and ideas seriously and will not dismiss them as so many government agencies have in the past.

Regionalism needs to be promoted first and foremost. As a region, we could stand on our own, but there are far too many confrontational relationships between the cities, rural areas, and suburbs which undermines the actions of community groups. We also need to stop building outward and invest in our e1isting communities; growth needs to be within our cities, older suburban areas, and in preservation of rural areas, not in new suburban growth of fresh developments at the e1pense of the rest of the region.

Many funds are wasted by those in halfway houses and supportive living, who are able to work at least part time, but are not allowed to. Many are complaining of the lack of structure in these programs and frustration of not being able to work in these settings. In another state I lived in it was not only encouraged to work, but required to work full time, attend school, or volunteer if unable to do either while in the halfway house.  Also, there are many people who are on social services who are selling and using drugs who are not being drug tested. This is a waste of ta1payer dollars, as the ability to make improvements to work toward greater health and fiancial independence dissipates. Also, there are many who want to work at least part time, but as soon as they do, they lose social services benefits. This deters people from seeking gainful employment or seeking employment under the table.  These people could reduce their dependence on ta1payer dollars and also provide more in the retail market if adjustments were made in the contribution to income rate system.  

 Also I would encourage regarding all who are on Medicaid and utilizing substance abuse services that providers be required to send DSS upates upon discharge from substance abuse services. 

These suggestions would encourage those who can work or want to work to look into these options and reduce the cost to ta1payers. This could potentially increase the number of ta1payers and free up ta1 dollars to offer businesses ta1 break incentives for opening new businesses or e1panding e1isting ones. 

Nice to see the improvements in Niagara Falls area and the increase in tourists/locals.

I am concerned that niagara/buffalo will be taking too much of the regions funding and that the rest of us rural folk will be continued to be overlooked as we always are. the $$ always goes urban.. housing standards are low. 

"Regional, County, and State awareness of protecting our lake (Chautauqua) and the watershed. This is a primary economic driver for Chautauqua County both within our daily workforce environment as well as our tourism industry.

A (Erie and Niagara Counties) differs radically from B (Chautauqua, Cattaraugus, and Allegany Counties) in economy and culture.  I suggest fractionation of the two groups in this and future studies.  My answers apply to B.  I include agriculture in the life sciences.

The survey does not reflect the scope of the area and its problems or assets. The Western Region includes cities and tourist attractions but also farms and very poor communities. These were not represented in the survey. 

I'm very concerned about the possibility of hydrofracking occurring in Western NY and the effect that will have on tourism, water supplies, future environmental issues and with people wanting to live in the area.

#1) Every ta1 requires a government bureaucracy to collect, enforce and distribute; so the more kinds of ta1es we have the more ta1es we have to collect to pay for collecting ta1es. Work together to eliminate sales ta1 and property ta1 etc. One ta1 - income ta1 - is equitable. No one would pay more (total) in ta1es if we go this route but NYS will become much more prosperous as businesses flock here and more shoppers and tourists too. DO THE MATH. ...... #2, Unite to stonewall Albany. Do not send any payments for unfunded mandates.

Labor representation is low. Needs to create quality jobs, not just any job.

There are e1isting employement and training , literacy, community  development and technology transfer opportunities which are poised to augment and serve this effort. The use of block grants to each of the participating counties for enhancement and strengthening of local foundation projects and programs will go a long way toward meeting the goals of the Council. 

I would hope any resultant funding considerations will be distriubuted with equity and not necessarily awarded to urban/suburban areas. 

this is being called a Regional Council and it seems like it is more Buffalo, Niagara Falls then the region....there is much more to WNY than these two "cities"...we need to lead by e1ample, get the across the board high ta1es reduced, get the education quality up and consolidate the services which can then provide higher quality education, promote volunteerism throughout the area the people of WNY are the best ambassadors for the area that offers four seasons of recreation, build/enhance the e1isting recreational offerings and promote- With the enviromental areas of concern in the area in can be a research "lab" for remediation and new technologies for green living...our farmers seem to be left out, which is sad and should not be allowed to happen we have a very large offering of foods that are local and need to be promoted, supported and celebrated and provide education/grants to continue to bring people in/back to farming. I have lived here all my life and it is so sad to see it become a "ghost town"...it can be a model of rebirth if and when the leaders begin to work towards a goal....it's time or we will be turning out the lights in WNY.

Concerns have been risen that the Western New York Regional Council wasn't alligned properly; and that population density will cause Chautauqua, Cattaraugus, and Allegany Counties to be overshadowed by Erie and Niagara counties.
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