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Opportunity Agenda 

• Ensure chronically distressed 
and poor communities were 
included in the economic 
revitalization spurred by REDC 
work and funding 
 

• Created plans with strategies 
to help these communities 
overcome barriers to 
economic success 



2014: Refine the Opportunity Agenda 

• Refine strategies and 
implementation items 
 

• New CFA graded question 
added to all funding 
– Describe how projects helps 

create ladders of opportunity for 
poor people and their 
neighborhoods 



DOS Funding 
• $1 million each year for two years 

 

• Maximum of up to 5 awards 
– Max per award $200,000 per year 

 

• Longer time period emphasizes State’s 
interest in truly innovative programming 
 

• Graded emphasis on connection between 
projects, Opportunity Agenda, regions 
Strategic Plan, other state funding, and the 
REDC Priority Projects, other CFA-funded 
projects (including tax credits) 
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DOS Funding -- Eligible Applicants 
• Community-based not-for-profit 

organization (CBO) or Community 
Action Agency (CAA) 
 
– Must have be in operations for at least five 

(5) years 
 

– Must be able to show a local share match of 
25% of the requested funds 
 

– Must meet the State’s M/WBE requirement 
(Contractual services, etc.) 
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DOS Funding -- Priority Areas 
• Job Creation and Placement: 

obtain full-time skilled employment or 
improve opportunities for skilled 
employment 
 

• Workforce Education and Development: 
prepared to obtain full-time skilled 
employment 
 

• Entrepreneurial Development: 
starting a small business/cooperative or 
financial planning linked to employment 
support and economic mobility 
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DOS Funding -- Evaluation Criteria 
• Project summary (10 points) 

 
• Connection between your proposed 

project, region’s strategic plan and 
opportunity agenda (20 points) 
 

• Project description and outcomes  
(30 points) 
 

• Organizational experience and capacity  
(10 points) 
 

• Community partnership and resources  
(10 points) 
 

• Budget (20 points) 
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Example: Job Placement (Agriculture) 

• REDC Identified Priority: growing 
the yogurt industry 

• Problem: certain counties are 
suffering a shortage of skilled 
milkers 

• Solution: ‘Milker Training’ pilot 
initiative connected to good paying 
yogurt-related jobs 
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Example: Entrepreneurship 

• REDC identified priority: Small 
business development 

• Problem: low-wage workers are 
unable to receive increased wages 
for their work 

• Solution: creation of a workers 
cooperatives 
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Example: Workforce(Health Care) 

• REDC identified priority: Health 
Care 

• Problem: hospitals and long-term 
care facilities are unable to find 
skilled employees 

• Solution: certified nursing 
assistants program reaching people 
living on public assistance 
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Questions? 

Information and forms  www.dos.ny.gov/funding 
 

E-mail      dos.sm.dcs@dos.ny.gov 
 

Round 1  Questions Due:  May 12 

  Answers Posted: May 19 
 

Round 2  Questions Due:  June 6 

  Answers Posted: June 10 
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