Canalway Trail Infrastructure and Needs 
in the Capital District REDC


Erie Canalway Trail

Nearly 90 percent of the Erie Canalway Trail between the Montgomery/ Schenectady  County line and the trail terminus in the City of Albany is complete.  Completing the following gaps will create a continuous Erie Canalway Trail route in the Capital District REDC:  

Montgomery County line to Pattersonville
Length – 1.5 miles
The trail is to be developed along the abandoned West Shore Railroad owned by NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation. 

Pan American Rail Crossing in Rotterdam Junction
Length - 0.3 miles
An underpass or at-grade crossing is needed to accommodate the trail connection along the old Erie Canal towpath.

Cohoes to Watervliet
Length – 3 miles 
A portion of the trail could be constructed along the Hudson River.  


Champlain Canalway Trail 

The entire 62-mile Champlain Canalway Trail from Waterford to Whitehall lies in the Capital District REDC.  Approximately 8 miles of the Champlain Canalway Trail are complete and in use.   Fourteen miles of the Champlain Canalway Trail are planned or in construction.  Regional efforts such as the Historic Hudson-Hoosik Partnership and the Champlain Canalway Trail Working Group are working with state and federal agencies and local municipalities to complete remaining 40 miles of gaps.  

Key gaps include: 

Waterford to Halfmoon
Length – 1 mile
This will connect existing trail segments that follow the old Champlain Canal.



Whitehall to Ft. Ann 
Length – 12 miles
The trail will follow sections of the old Champlain Canal and old Route 5S. 

Halfmoon to Mechanicville
Length – 4 miles
The trail will follow the old Champlain Canal and link to the Zim Smith trail in Saratoga County.  

Stillwater to Schuylerville
Length – 15 miles
The trail will follow portions of the old Champlain Canal

Fort Edward to Kingsbury
Length – 8 miles
The trail will follow the current day Champlain Canal from Route 4 in Fort Edward to Lock 9 in Kingsbury.  


