Capital District Transportation Authority

Founded:		1970 (previously United Transit Company in 1890)
Headquarters:		110 Watervliet Ave., Albany, NY 12206
Service Area:		Albany, Saratoga, Schenectady, Rensselaer Counties
Service Type:		Local bus
			Express bus
			Commuter Coach
			Bus Rapid Transit
Routes:		59
Stops:			3.135
Fleet:			306
Annual Ridership:	15,407,000 (FY2008-2009)
Fuel Type:		Diesel, diesel-electric hybrid
Operator:		CDTA & Upstate Transit (for Northway Express)

The Capital District Transportation Authority (CDTA) is a public benefit corporation created by New York State, overseeing a number of multi-modal parts of public transportation in the Capital District of New York State (Albany, Schenectady, Rensselaer and Saratoga counties). CDTA runs buses and day-to-day management of two Amtrak Stations in the Capital region; the Albany-Rensselaer and Saratoga Springs Amtrak stations.
Created as act of New York State government in August 1970, CDTA was formed, similar to three other agencies; in Syracuse, Rochester, and Buffalo. In 1970, CDTA purchased and took over management of the United Traction Company and Schenectady Transit.
	CDTA bus operators, dispatchers, and supervisory staff are organized in Local 1321 of the Amalgamated Transit Union (ATU).


Governance
CDTA is overseen by a nine member board of directors. 
At the present time, the board representation includes:
· Three members representing Albany County
· Two members representing Rensselaer County
· One member representing Schenectady County
· Two members representing Saratoga County
· One member (non-voting) representing the labor unions
There is also an executive director that handles day-to-day business, reporting to the board of directors.
Fixed route services
CDTA operates 56 routes, many of which connect neighborhoods to downtowns or downtowns to shopping areas; with six routes linking key towns together. Two routes, 11-UAlbany Shuttle and 286-RPI Shuttle, are shuttle services for area universities which are also open to the public. Service mostly runs from 5:30 a.m.-12:00 a.m. weeknights, 6:00 a.m.-12:00 a.m. Saturdays, and 7:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. Sundays with the college routes running until 2:00 a.m. in Albany and Troy (with several RPI-only runs running until 4:00 a.m.).
Albany Division
Before CDTA, many of these routes belonged to the Albany-Nassau Bus Company (Routes 32/33) and United Traction. Buses run from Capital Depot next to CDTA's headquarters on 110 Watervliet Avenue in Albany.
In early 2011, CDTA announced its plans to restructure the Albany County bus routes in two phases. Phase 1 involved reconstructing routes within the city of Albany, with a public input campaign held until August 2011. The results were five new neighborhood routes and three commuter routes. Its goal was to have a more uniformed bus system without any route deviation. Phase 1 of the reconstructing went into effect on November 13, 2011. In August 2012, CDTA revealed the draft plan for Phase 2 of the reconstructing. Phase 2 involved reconstructing routes within the western and northern portions of Albany County, with a public input campaign held until September 2012. Phase 2 of the reconstructing went into effect on November 11, 2012.
Schenectady Division
Before CDTA, many of these routes were run by Schenectady Transit, which became insolvent and was taken over by Schenectady County in the late 1960s. Buses operate from the Electric Depot, located at 2401 Maxon Road Ext. in Schenectady.
On May 24, 2010 CDTA implemented five new cross-town routes for Schenectady as a part of their new service plan, removing routes 51, 52, 53, 54, 59, 61, 62, 66, and 77 and combining them into routes 351, 352, 353, 354, and 358 (Route 358 has since been eliminated due to low ridership). This is a part of their new three-digit route identification system. Routes 530, 531 & 532 are express services to Downtown Albany replacing the former 55x bus route and do not carry any local passengers (Route 532 was combined with Route 531 on November 13, 2011).
Saratoga Service
The City of Saratoga Springs service also operates from Schenectady Division. These routes run seven days a week. Before July 2007, the Saratoga Springs buses were operated from the Uncle Sam Depot at 40 Hoosick Street in Troy, with limited service. There was no direct connection to the Albany/Schenectady/Troy routes. The #50 was operated from the Electric Depot at 2401 Maxon Road Ext. in Schenectady, and only provided one AM and one PM weekday trip between Schenectady and Ballston Spa. On July 2, 2007, the Saratoga Springs Route Expansion went into effect, with the implementation of a new three-digit route identification system. The #50 was extended to provide hourly service between Schenectady and Wilton Mall, seven days a week. All of the Saratoga Springs buses began operating from the Schenectady Garage on Maxon Rd. Ext. CDTA plans to construct a Saratoga Springs bus garage at Grand Industrial Park, off of Geyser Rd.
Troy Division
Before CDTA, most of these routes were operated by the Troy-Fifth Avenue Bus Company. Buses run from the Uncle Sam Depot at 40 Hoosick Street in Troy, which also used to operate Saratoga Springs service prior to July 2007.
Other services
Shuttles
CDTA formerly ran three suburban shuttles, all operated by Albany Division, that used smaller cutaway vans, with the purpose of serving offices and major points of interest not on main CDTA routes, nor needing full sized buses. In November 2012, all Shuttle services were discontinued and replaced with fixed-route service during Phase 2 of the Albany County reconstructing. Two new bus routes (#117 and #155) were created. Route #117 operates between NY 7 & Vly Rd., British-American Blvd, Albany County Jail, Albany International Airport, Wolf Rd, Colonie Center, Crossgates Mall and Twenty Mall. Route #155 operates between Albany International Airport, ITT Tech, NY 155, Colonie Kmart/Price Chopper, Washington Ave Ext., Walmart, and Crossgates Mall. 
BusPlus
The 2005 plan included the development of bus rapid transit on the Route 5 corridor, between Downtown Albany and Downtown Schenectady, supplementing Route #55 (which handled 20% of CDTA's ridership). This plan also led to modifications on Routes #1 and #2. Queue jumping and signal priority were planned to make BRT more attractive to the region, after light rail was rejected. As of mid-2007, this part of the 2005 plan was placed on hold. 
In early 2008, CDTA announced that it was going forward with the bus rapid transit line on NY 5, which included 19 upgraded stations.  NY 5 BRT service began on Monday, April 4, 2011, with new silver and red-branded Gillig 40-foot hybrid buses, numbered Route #905 and referred to as BusPlus. When NY 5 BusPlus service began, Route #55 was renumbered Route #355 and shortened to provide Rt. 5 local service, between Downtown Schenectady and Colonie Center. Route #1 continues to provide Rt. 5 local service between Downtown Albany and Colonie Center. Route #55x (the Schenectady/Albany Express buses) was replaced with Routes #530, #531 and #532 (Route #532 was combined with Route #531 on November 13, 2011). Route #2 was replaced with Route #125, during Phase 1 of the Albany County Route Restructuring in November 2011. BusPlus service runs the entire length of the Route 5 corridor, although it currently operates differently from the original plans. In the short term, transit signal priority and queue jump lanes are being constructed and will be rolled out as features of the bus rapid transit service. Articulated buses and ticket vending machines (TVMs) have not been purchased. Although it is called bus rapid transit, Route #905 resembles an enhanced limited-stop service, with only 19 stops between Downtown Schenectady and Downtown Albany. Improvements and expansions to BusPlus are still in planning, with proposed lines along Washington Ave./Western Ave. corridor in Albany and along the NY 32/Broadway corridor between Downtown Albany and Troy/Cohoes.
Saratoga "Trolley"
In cooperation with the Saratoga Chamber of Commerce, CDTA operates open-air trolleys from Memorial Day weekend to Labor Day between Saratoga Performing Arts Center, Saratoga Spa State Park, Saratoga Casino and Raceway, Saratoga Race Course and Broadway. In the past, the trolley ran between Skidmore College and Saratoga Performing Arts Center. Route #471 provided summer service to the Saratoga Race Course, but was discontinued at the end of Summer 2010, due to low ridership. In Summer 2011, the trolley was changed to provide service to the Race Course and other areas, previously served by Route #471. As a result, trolley service to Skidmore College was discontinued. Route #473 continues to provide year-round service to Skidmore College. While not marked as such on the vehicles, this service appears as Route #875 on the Saratoga Service map.
STAR Service
In 1982, CDTA began providing paratransit services to riders who are medically unable to take regular transit services. Wheelchair-accessible buses were added in 1988; since 2004, all CDTA routes have been handicapped-accessible. Star's fleet has had a variety of minibuses, for most of its history has been dominated by the Orion II low-floor minibus though with that model out-of-production STAR has replaced older models with Startrans "Senator" cutaway vehicles. Others in the fleet include Ford "ELF" minibuses and several transfers from suburban shuttle routes (see below).
NX: Northway Xpress
Northway Xpress bus
The NX: Northway Xpress is a group of express routes that links Albany to towns in Saratoga County which is operated under contract to Upstate Transit (which had been contracted to run the service since 2006). These routes run from Saratoga Springs, Ballston Spa, and Clifton Park Mechanicville, and South Glens Falls to downtown Albany with a single roundtrip each day serving both the Wolf Road corridor and the Harriman State Office Campus and nearby buildings.


Greater Glens Falls Transit System
Greater Glens Falls Transit (GGFT) is the designated publicly operated local transit system that provides fixed route bus service and demand responsive paratransit service throughout most of the Census-defined Glens Falls urban area. GGFT is a department of the City of Glens Falls. Services are funded in part with funds from the Federal Transit Administration and the NYS Department of Transportation, in addition to fares and local government support.

Founded:		1983
Headquarters:		495 Queensbury Avenue, Queensbury, NY
Service Area:		Warren, Washington, northern Saratoga Counties
Service Type:		Fixed-Route Bus
			Seasonal Trolley
			Paratransit Service
Routes:		11 fixed-route, 2 seasonal trolley
Annual Ridership:	343,000 (2012)
Fixed-Route Service
The fixed-route bus system consists of eleven routes designed as a radial pulse system focused on downtown Glens Falls, with most routes converging at an on-street terminal located along the east side of Ridge Street opposite City Hall. The pulse system allows passengers to easily transfer between routes; GGFT offers timed transfers and will hold buses for a few minutes to make sure services meet. The full system operates primarily on weekdays between 6:00 am and 6:30 pm. Evening service is available on selected routes, which run until 9:45 p.m. Selected routes also operate on Saturdays, although several are abbreviated schedules that cover only part of the day.
Seasonal Trolley Service
In addition to the regular route system, GGFT operates on road (rubber-tire) trolley service in Lake George during the summer months from late June through Labor Day. Two routes extend north and south from the Steel Pier on Beach Road in the Village of Lake George for about 20 miles between Bolton Landing and downtown Glens Falls. The seasonal trolley routes operate seven days per week at times and service frequencies that are primarily oriented to visitors’ travel schedules and itineraries. Weekday and weekend schedules are the same. 
Freedom and Mobility Express (FAME) Service 
GGFT offers complementary paratransit service to individuals unable to use the fixed-route service. This service is branded as Freedom and Mobility Express (FAME). FAME is available for travel within ¾ mile of GGFT’s fixed-route services and all passenger pick-ups and drop-offs must be within this area. The service is available during the fixed-route operating hours and based on the route schedule. Fares for FAME trips are double the fare on the fixed-route system. 
Figure 1 - GGFT Service Area
[image: ]
Transportation for Columbia County
Johnston & Pulcher works with Columbia County to provide various forms of transportation for the county.
Shuttle Service
[bookmark: _GoBack]The shuttle service is available for transportation to a variety of shopping locations located on Fairview Avenue. The shuttle is a convenient way for our City of Hudson residents to find affordable transportation for many of their everyday needs. It also provides a way for those residents outside of the City of Hudson to have access to the shops and restaurants located within the city.
Bus Service
A bus service is also available for many areas of the county. These bus routes make stops in Albany at the Empire State Plaza as well as the State Office Campus . 
Please use the following link to view Cosackie Transports' Shuttle and bus Schedule as well as rates
Johnston & Pulcher, Columbia County Transportation page

If you have any questions or concerns please contact Columbia County Public Transit directly at: 

401 State Street Hudson, NY 12534
Phone: (518) 828-3375 

24 hour fax line: (518) 828-2825 
E-mail: adam.miller@columbiacountyny.com 


Greene County Transit


The Greene County Transit System offers safe, affordable, reliable public transportation services throughout Greene County. The Rip Van Winkle Express bus provides public service between the Village of Catskill and outlying areas of the County. The morning run brings passengers from their pickup points to any point along the route and ends in the Village of Catskill. A mid-day shuttle circulates throughout the Village. In the afternoon, the route is run in reverse, bringing passengers home.

The Rip Van Winkle Express is handicapped accessible and stops at each location listed on the published schedule. The bus, however, may be flagged down at any safe point along the route and, with appropriate notice to the driver, passengers can request alternate drop-off points.

The schedule allows for up to three route deviations of up to one mile off the main route.  Any passenger, regardless of age may take advantage of the route deviation services and must contact First Student at 943-2852. Please call 24 hours in advance of the day if you need a ride.

Qualifying seniors may have their fare subsidized by Greene County. In order to qualify, a senior must complete a registration form with the Greene County Department of Aging and Youth.

Funding for the Greene County Transit System includes the above mentioned subsidy, fares, cash match by Greene County, and Operating Assistances from New York State Department of Transportation. The State's assistance is based upon the number of passengers served and the number of miles traveled.

For further information go to: http://greenebusiness.com/planning/transportation
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