NYSDEC Region 4 Summary

Town of East Greenbush
 
The Town of East Greenbush has been under an order on consent since 2000.  A sixth modification to the order was executed in May 2012.  The Town has excessive infiltration and inflow (I/I) in the sanitary sewer collection system.  Excessive I/I has led to violations of SPDES permit effluent limitations, sanitary sewer overflows (SSOs) at wastewater pumping stations, and bypasses of the wastewater treatment plant (WWTP).  The sixth modification required the town to submit a SSO Abatement and Elimination Plan and schedule, and requires work to be  completed by December 31, 2014.  The order has a sewer connection moratorium and has provisions for granting relief from the moratorium based upon the progress made on reducing infiltration and inflow.
  
Town of North Greenbush
 
The Town of North Greenbush entered into an order on consent on August 1, 2011.  The Town has infiltration and inflow (I/I) in the sanitary sewer collection system.  The I/I has led to sanitary sewer overflows (SSOs) in the Town's sanitary sewer collection system tributary to the Rensselaer County Sewer District's Wynantskill Pumping Station.  SSOs have continued even after I/I work was completed as required by a previous order on consent executed on November 27, 2000.  The order requires the Town to evaluate its sewer system for excessive I/I and proceed with the development of a SSO Abatement and Elimination Plan if the I/I is deemed to be excessive.  A moratorium will also be in effect if the I/I is deemed excessive.  The Town has not met its current order schedule, and R4 DOW will be meeting with Legal to discuss.  With this non-compliance in mind, we would not allow any new connections at this time even though the moratorium is not officially in effect.   
 
Town of Niskayuna
 
The treatment plant experienced flows that exceeded the original design capacity during dry and wet weather conditions and an order on consent was executed in July 2003 to reduce inflow and infiltration (I/I).  The Town has attempted to control I/I.  However, upon reviewing  progress reports from 2008 and 2009, it was determined that the flows to the plant have steadily increased during dry and wet weather flow conditions.  In 2011, the order on consent was modified to include a moratorium and require further reductions in I/I.   Relief may be granted from the moratorium based upon progress made on reducing I/I.    

Village of Valatie
 
The Village of Valatie entered into an order on consent in July 2011.  The order addressed SPDES permit effluent limit violations, plant upsets and overflows, and failure to properly operate and maintain the facilities.  The Village is in the process of constructing plant upgrades to address the violations. The order includes a sewer connection moratorium with one exception allowed for the connection of the main business district in the Village of Kinderhook.  
 
Village of Chatham 
 
The Village of Chatham entered into an order on consent in March 2009 to address elevated flows to the treatment plant associated with infiltration and inflow, other permit effluent limit violations, and discharges from the plant that caused water quality violations in the receiving stream.  The order on consent requires the Village to address I/I, update plant operation and maintenance schedules and evaluate the plant.  The Village determined plant upgrades were needed and recently completed construction of the upgrades (January 2013) that also gives the plant additional capacity.   The Village is continuing to work on I/I reduction this year.  The order includes a sewer connection moratorium with a relief provision dependent upon progress made.  Any new connections would need to be evaluated with this in mind.
          
Village of Athens WWTP
 
The facility has been under order since April 26, 2001 for flows in excess of the permitted flow limit and sporadic overflows of the clarifier.  The current order is the fourth modification and was executed on December 17, 2009.  The construction of plant upgrades was completed in the summer of 2012.  The Village has proposed to complete I/I reduction work by December 2013.  Once the I/I removal work is completed, we will consider lifting the sewer connection moratorium. 

Village of Coxsackie WWTP
 
An order was executed on July 14, 2009 to address permit violations for biological oxygen demand (BOD) percent removal, fecal coliform, and failure to submit an approvable Long Term Control Plan associated with its sewer overflows.  Further study of the overflows determined that they were sanitary in nature, and that the overflows were caused by excessive inflow and infiltration.  The Village submitted a Sanitary Sewer Investigation Work Plan in 2009 that set forth a schedule for addressing sources of I/I.  The Village did not comply with its schedule, and a modification to the order is currently under negotiation.  The Village will be required to submit a SSO Abatement and Elimination Plan.  A sewer connection moratorium will remain in effect with limited relief allowed based upon progress on I/I removal projects.  The order will also grant moratorium relief for a few connections based upon I/I reduction projects that have already been completed.        

Town of Cairo WWTP
 
The facility experienced excessive inflow and infiltration which caused the bypasses of treatment and overflows of the sand filter feed well, resulting in the first order, dated January 19, 2001.  Continued failure to implement corrective measures to reduce flows has resulted in further orders, the most recent being the 4th modification, executed February 4, 2009.  The Town is currently constructing plant upgrades to address the I/I issues.  A sewer connection moratorium remains in effect with relief only allowed to address public health nuisances.  Limited relief may also be considered for economic hardship cases.  
Town of Coeymans and Village of Ravena  

The Town of Coeymans has been under an order on consent since May 4, 2001 to address sanitary sewer overflows associated with excessive inflow and infiltration and SPDES permit effluent limit noncompliance. Excessive inflow and infiltration continues to be a problem.  A modified order on consent is currently under negotiation.  The modified order will require the development and implementation of a SSO Abatement and Elimination Plan.  The order includes a sewer connection moratorium and relief may be granted dependent upon the progress made on I/I removal.
 
The Village of Ravena was subject to the moratorium in the Town of Coeymans order on consent dated May 4, 2001, as the Village's wastewater is treated by the Town of Coeymans’ wastewater plant.  The Village was required to demonstrate inflow and infiltration removal to the Town in order to get relief from the sewer connection moratorium. The Village has been under a separate order on consent since November 14, 2007 to address sanitary sewer overflows as a result of excessive inflow and infiltration. This order is being modified and negotiations are currently underway.  The modified order will require the Village to develop a SSO Abatement and Elimination Plan and will impose a sewer connection moratorium directly on the Village.  Relief may be granted dependent upon the Village’s progress in removing I/I.  

Village of Altamont 

The Village of Altamont is under an order to eliminate a treatment plant bypass.  The Village is in the process of constructing plant upgrades to address this issue.  The upgrades will be completed by this summer.  The order did not impose a sewer connection moratorium.     

Columbia County Commerce Center

The Commerce Center is under an order to address permit effluent limit violations.  The order required the plant to be evaluated and a plan and schedule developed to address the permit non-compliance.  Plant upgrades are scheduled to be completed this year.  The order does not include a moratorium but the upgrades must be completed before we would approve any new connections.  Any major increases in flow will require a plant expansion. 

Town of Greenville

The Town is under an order to address permit effluent limits.  The order includes a sewer connection moratorium, and relief may be granted dependent upon the Town’s progress in removing I/I.  The Town has prepared an evaluation of the plant (Comprehensive Performance Evaluation - CPE), and DEC has provided review comments.  The Town submitted a revised CPE and we are in the process of reviewing it. It is anticipated we will be granting approval.  The revised CPE identifies additional actions/tasks to be completed this year at the plant.  As this work is completed, we can consider lifting the moratorium.  

City of Schenectady

 The City’s ALCO Regulator outfall has been determined to be a SSO and not a CSO, as it is currently referenced in the City’s SPDES permit.  An order on consent will be negotiated with the City to require the development of a SSO Abatement and Elimination Plan.  In lieu of a moratorium in the order, we will propose a provision that requires the City to demonstrate that any new connections will not increase the frequency or volume of SSOs.   Documented I/I reduction work may be used in this demonstration.   The treatment plant itself does have capacity for new connections.  

Cities of Albany and Cohoes

Specific areas of the cities have experienced basement back-ups.  A list of the neighborhoods can be provided, if needed.   As required by best management practices, conditions specified in the cities’ SPDES permits, the cities are required to prohibit further connections that would make the back-up problems worse.  We have notified both cities of this requirement.

Combined Sewer Overflow Communities  

In general, any new connections upstream of a combined sewer overflow are required to be assessed by the municipality for effects on water quality.  This is not a moratorium, but approval for connections could be a concern depending on the situation.  The communities with CSOs in Region 4 in the CREDC counties are:  City of Albany, City of Watervliet, Village of Green Island, City of Cohoes, City of Rensselaer, City of Troy, City of Hudson, and Village of Catskill. 

NYSDEC Region 5 Summary

The Villages of Schuylerville and Whitehall have compliance issues.  Schuylerville is under a consent order and is currently engaged in a $14 million upgrade that primarily addresses collection system issues.  EFC awarded $2M in grant for this project.

The Village of Whitehall has major I/I issues with a $25 million proposed solution but limited funds.  Whitehall has broken the project into phases, and Phase I for $4.8 M was awarded $2M in grant from EFC and is pursuing a $750K grant from USDA Rural Development in support of the project financing.  Additionally, the CDBG has awarded Whitehall $400k for sewer lateral replacement.

There are several small municipalities that could take on some new connections but probably not large-scale connections.  The Village of Corinth plant is meeting permit limits but is showing its age.  It has about 100,000 gpd of excess capacity.  Stillwater could take on 150,000 gpd of flow and the Village of Waterford possibly 200,000 gpd.  

The Villages of Granville and Greenwich have limited excess capacity.  The Village of Fort Ann plant is very small.  Small-scale users may work with these smaller plants.   

The City of Glens Falls has enormous excess capacity and could take on a large-scale user.  Saratoga County Sewer District #1 probably could take on a large user also.  Washington County SD #2 no longer has a moratorium as it has met the goals in its consent order.  Washington County could take on a smaller connection and there also may be the flexibility of diverting some flow to Glens Falls, if the opportunity arose.  


                      
