
Central NY includes 13 state parks and 
historic sites with a combined annual 
attendance of over 1.8 million

Highlights

--Green Lakes, a popular state park near 
Syracuse features 2 glacial lakes and a 
Robert Trent Jones designed 18-hole golf 
course

--Fair Haven Beach on the Lake Ontario 
shoreline welcomes over 20,000 campers 
every year.

--Old Erie Canal, a 36-mile linear park, is 
designated a National Recreational Trail by 
the National Park Service
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Annual Attendance

Central Region
(Madison, Cortland, Onondaga and Oswego Counties)
Green Lakes 891,464
Selkirk Shores 130,385
Fort Ontario 105,818 
Clark Reservation 29,727
Chittenango Falls 37,852
Old Erie Canal 65,623
Sandy Island Beach 37,580
Battle Island Golf Course 30,613
Lorenzo 28,256
Mexico Point Boat Launch 20,509

Finger Lakes Region
(Cayuga County)
Fair Haven Beach 297,461
Fillmore Glen 122,487
Long Point 34,578

Total attendance at the region’s 13 parks and historic sites 
1.83 million
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Economic Impact
An economic impact study* estimates that in 2008-09, more 
than 1600 jobs were created and more than $134 million in 
local economic activity was generated by State Parks in the 
Central Region*

Quality of Life
The recreational and natural resources created by the 
area’s parks and historic sites benefit this region by:

-- Maintaining the state’s ecosystem and biodiversity
-- Providing opportunities for recreation
-- Reducing the negative effects from pollution
-- Improving health outcomes
-- Preserving areas of historic importance
-- Influencing business location decisions by making the 
community a better place to live

*Source, The NYS Park System:  An Economic Asset to the Empire State:  Political 
Economy Research Institute, Univ. of Mass, Amherst, March, 2009
*State Parks Central Region includes Oswego, Cortland, Onondaga, Madison, 
Oneida, Chenango, Broome, and Herkimer Counties.
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Regional Capital Needs

The backlog of capital projects in the Central Region area is estimated to exceed 
$34 million

High Impact Projects Include

Park/Project Cost

Green Lakes $1,000,000
Replace inadequate nature center at this flagship park

Fair Haven Beach $2,225,000
Rehabilitate deteriorated campground loop

Selkirk Shores $2,000,000
Reconstruct park’s swimming beach on Lake Ontario

Fillmore Glen $650,000
Reconstruct CCC-era gorge and rim trails
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