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REGIONAL OVERVIEW 

 

 This portion of the State includes the High Peaks region of the Adirondack Park, a portion of the Lake 

Champlain Basin as well as adjacent lands and cross border issues and opportunities with Canada.  The 

region is largely rural in nature with larger population centers outside the Park in Plattsburgh, Malone 

and Watertown.  State lands within the Adirondack Park are managed by DEC, whereas the private 

lands in the park come under the jurisdiction of the Adirondack Park Agency. 

 

Clinton County:  Clinton County borders Canada to the north and Lake Champlain and Vermont to the east. Its 

largest population center is the city of Plattsburgh.  

Essex County:  Essex County, New York’s second largest county, borders Lake Champlain and Vermont to the 

east. It contains the “Olympic Village” of Lake Placid, and is home to the Whiteface Mountain Ski Center, the 

Mount Van Hoevenberg Bobsled Run and other Olympic venues. Much of the High Peaks Wilderness Area lies 

in Essex County. Significant bodies of water in Essex County include the Ausable River and its famed West 

Branch which is one of the most heavily fished trout streams in the state.  

Franklin County:  Franklin County borders Canada. Its northern portion is agricultural and contains the 

population center of Malone. It is known for its stream fisheries including the Saint Regis River and its 

tributaries, the Salmon River and the Chateaugay River.  

Hamilton County: Hamilton County lies entirely within the Adirondack Park and is one of the most sparsely 

populated and undeveloped counties in the state. Important bodies of water in Hamilton County include Lake 

Lila, Little Tupper Lake, Long Lake, Lake Eaton, Forked Lake, Raquette Lake, several of the Fulton Chain of 

Lakes, Blue Mountain Lake, Indian Lake, Lake Pleasant, Sacandaga Lake and Piseco Lake.  

Jefferson County:  Jefferson County includes the eastern shore of Lake Ontario including its outstanding 

barrier dune beaches located at Lakeview and Black Pond marshes and some of the finest salmon and trout 

fishing in North America, the northern portion of the Tug Hill Plateau, and the entranceway to the Thousand 

Islands Region of the St. Lawrence River.   

Lewis County:  Includes the western most portion of the Adirondack Forest Preserve along its eastern border, 

the Tug Hill plateau in its western half, with the Black River Valley sandwiched in between.   The Tug Hill 

Region receives the greatest annual snowfall of any location east of the Rocky Mountains. This abundant snow 

resource helps sustain an important tourism-based economy based on snowmobiling and winter recreation.   

 

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

 

Indian Affairs Issues – There is one recognized Indian Nation Territory under Commissioner Policy; the St. 

Regis Mohawk Indian Territory in Franklin County. Regional staff also works with the citizens of the Indian 

Nation that occupy the Ganienkeh territory in Clinton County.  The St. Regis lands are located in the extreme 

northwestern section of Franklin County in the Town of Bombay.   DEC regional staff has a long-standing 

cooperative relationship with the St. Regis Mohawk Environmental Division and coordinate with them on many 

activities.  The Ganienkeh Territory is land located in the Town of Altona including Miner Lake, Clinton 

County and is occupied by a group of Mohawk Indians.  The McGregor Dam on the outlet of Miner Lake was 

in poor condition and in May 2006, it experienced a partial failure.  The dam was subsequently breached, and  

DEC and the Office of General Services hired a consultant to design and construct a new dam, which is now 

complete. 
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Former Plattsburgh Air Force Base (PAFB) Redevelopment - Following the closure of the PAFB in 1993, 

redevelopment efforts have lead to 1) the creation of the Plattsburgh International Airport which now has 4 

airlines operating since the terminal started up 3 years ago. The airport has a designated New York Empire 

Zone, and on-site rail access to the main line Canadian Pacific Railway between Montreal and New York City 

and 2) Laurentian Aerospace Corp. which will construct this year a $175 million project which will provide 

state-of-the-art maintenance, repair and overhaul for wide-body jumbo jet aircraft at the Plattsburgh 

International Airport.  Only a few minor environmental approvals will be needed.  About 900 jobs are expected 

to be created within two years of construction completion.  

 

Transportation Industries - Plattsburgh (T) - Production began in 2009 at the new $25 million, 140,000 

square foot Nova Bus manufacturing facility for metro buses located in the Town of Plattsburgh.  The facility 

produces low-floor system (LFS) buses, and options include articulated and hybrid power models.  Nova Bus, 

which is a wholly owned subsidiary of Volvo Bus Corp., has over 200 employees.  Plattsburgh also has the 

existing Bombardier Plant which manufactures and rehabilitates light rail transit cars. With the recent addition 

of other manufacturing component facilities such as Solve Composites, Plattsburgh has become a center for 

green transit manufacturing.  Both of these facilities required DEC regulatory activity including Environmental 

Justice area attention for the Bombardier Plant. 

 

Wyeth / Pfizer / Akrimax  - Champlain (T) - Pfizer operates the former Wyeth Pharmaceuticals API Plant 

and the independently owned Akrimax Plant located in Rouses Point.  Pfizer, which is transferring its business 

from Rouses Point to other locations, has a contract with Akrimax to continue operating the main 

pharmaceutical production facility through 2011 with a possibility of a contract extension.  Akrimax hopes to 

operate with existing employees following the departure of Pfizer. There are currently 360 employees.  DEC is 

involved with regulatory involvement with these activities as well. 

 

Adirondack Club and Resort – The Adirondack Club & Resort project proposed in the Town of Tupper Lake, 

Franklin County would reopen Big Tupper Ski area and develop the surrounding areas into a four season 

destination resort consisting of a mix of 39 residential great camp homes on large wooded 100 acre lots, 198 

single family homes and 453 two–four unit townhouses.  A marina, equestrian center and reconstruction of the 

existing Big Tupper ski area and lodge are also included.  The development would encompass 750 acres of a 

6,235 acre property.  The Department's role in the development is limited to reviewing the developer's 

applications for stormwater and wastewater permits, which have not yet been completed and submitted to DEC.  

The project is currently undergoing an adjudicatory hearing under APA’s permit review process. 

 

International Paper Company Ticonderoga Mill - International Paper Company=s Ticonderoga Mill (IP-Ti), 

the only bleached kraft mill in New York State, is located on the shore of Lake Champlain.  IP-Ti is a major 

employer in the Adirondack region and the second largest employer and taxpayer in Essex County.  The mill=s 

wastewater treatment plant, discharges approximately 15 million gallons per day of treated effluent is 

discharged into Lake Champlain via diffused outfall. In  2010, IP obtained a Part 360 Solid Waste Management 

Permit for a proposed 48.5 acre landfill expansion for continued disposal of its paper mill wastewater treatment 

plant sludge.   
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ALCOA, St. Lawrence County - In March of this year ALCOA resumed aluminum smelting operations at its 

East Plant in Massena (formerly Reynolds Metals), resulting in the recall of 120 employees.  The plant had been 

idle since May 2009 due to a downturn in the aluminum market.  The Department dedicated additional staff 

time to permitting activities to facilitate the re-start, and staff is now working with the company on a $600 

million modernization effort scheduled to begin in 2013.  This will result in the retention of 900 high-paying 

jobs at the East and West Plants, combined. 

 

J & L Steel, St. Lawrence County - J & L Steel is a 54-acre former iron ore processing facility located at the 

western edge of the Adirondack Park.  It is one of the few locations within the Park that is zoned for industrial 

use.  St. Lawrence County has secured access to the property via a Temporary Incidents of Ownership for 

purposes of investigating the nature and extent of contamination associated with historic plant operations.  The 

County has been accepted into the Department’s Environmental Restoration Program, which provides grants to 

municipalities to reimburse up to 90% of eligible on-site costs (and 100% of eligible off-site costs) for 

investigation and remediation activities.  To date, the County has spent over $650,000 on investigation 

activities.  A final phase of investigation is being planned in order to allow the remedy selection process to be 

completed.  Both the County and the Adirondack Park Agency are actively seeking a tenant for the property in 

anticipation of site clean-up.  

 

Fort Drum, Jefferson County - The majority, if not all, of the currently deployed troops out of Fort Drum are 

scheduled to return home by some point in 2012, which is expected to result in a local housing shortage.  In 

anticipation of this, activities associated with the construction of additional on- and off-base housing have 

increased significantly over the past couple years.  The Department has shifted resources to the Division of 

Water (DOW) from other programs to accommodate a corresponding increase in the need for the timely review 

of plans and specifications related to sewer extensions, realty subdivisions, etc.   In addition, DOW is working 

with the garrison’s Department of Public Works (DPW) to develop a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to 

expedite the review and approval process.  The MOU would establish a procedure by which the DPW would 

submit for Department review and approval a Professional Engineer’s certification in lieu of formal plans and 

specifications. 

 

 

Crown Point Bridge Reconstruction and Associated Celebration -  The Lake Champlain Bridge is being 

completed under a very aggressive schedule, requiring a great deal of coordination and prompt involvement 

from numerous agencies in order to restore this vital travel corridor between two states for the public use in a 

speedy fashion. DEC is an active participant helping to resolve issues associated with state lands affected by the 

construction activity and temporary ferry service, respond to permitting needs and participating in planning 

sessions hosted by the Lake Champlain Bridge Coalition for a two-day opening celebration this fall to mark the 

opening of the new bridge. 

 

Velez Marina, Lake Champlain - Port Henry (V), Essex Co.  - Both DEC and APA have recently approved a 

large marina expansion project involving a docking facility expansion for 94 boat slips, and 20 mooring buoys, 

modified breakwaters, and a floating dock wave attenuator.  The project represents a huge investment in an 

economically depressed community and is locally very important to the economy. The marina will be used 

initially as a staging location for materials associated with upcoming construction activity associated with the 

Crown Point Bridge.  
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Champlain Hudson Power Express - The Champlain Hudson Power Express project is a proposed energy line 

that will bring up to 1,000 megawatts (MW) of clean wind and hydro power to the New York City area.  The 

proposed energy line will start in Canada using energy from renewable sources like solar and wind, stretching 

cables all the way down to New York City.  The line will be a High Voltage direct current (HVdc) cable that 

will be placed in waterways or buried along railway routes.  The underwater portions of the preferred route 

include Lake Champlain and the Hudson River between Albany and Manhattan.  To avoid environmentally 

sensitive areas such as the PCB clean-up site in the Hudson River, the line will be taken out of the Champlain 

Canal North of Fort Edward and buried along Canadian Pacific and CSX rail right of ways for 73 miles, re-

entering the Hudson River south of Albany below Selkirk.  

 

St. Lawrence Gas Transmission Line from Norfolk to Chateaugay - The NYS Department of Public 

Service, with input from DEC, has approved the construction, operation and maintenance of a new 8, 6 and 4 

inch steel, high-pressure natural gas transmission main which will extend service from Norfolk, St. Lawrence 

County - 48 miles to the Village of Chateaugay, Franklin County.  

 

Need for Broadband and associated siting activity – Recognizing the importance of establishing broadband 

service in the Region, Regional staff have worked with constituents on siting possibilities to expedite projects 

and avoid Forest Preserve issues. 

 

 

Renewable Wind Energy in Western ESD Area:  The steady winds blowing off Lake Ontario create a 

desirable location for the wind power industry.  Maple Ridge, the largest wind farm in New York, is located on 

the eastern edge of the Tug Hill in Lewis County. A second wind power facility (Roaring Brook) has received 

necessary permits from the Department and is ready for construction. New York’s only permitted off-shore 

wind farm (although not yet under construction) is found on Galloo Island 3 miles off shore from the mainland. 

Department staff is currently reviewing permit documents for an additional three wind projects to be located in 

northern Jefferson County.  Two additional projects are under consideration in St. Lawrence County. 

Unfortunately, the proposed wind projects in both counties are centered on prime habitat for a number of 

endangered and threatened grassland bird species and the endangered Indiana bat, and lie directly in migratory 

corridors for tens of thousands of waterfowl and neo-tropical migrant birds. Department staff is currently 

drafting an Endangered and Threatened Species “Take Permit” with mitigation requirements that will allow 

construction of the St. Lawrence Wind Farm near Cape Vincent. Once written, this permit will guide 

development of future Endangered and Threatened Species “Take” permits in this area.  

 

Renewable Wind Energy in Clinton and Franklin Counties – There is a large amount of wind farm 

development in these counties involving permitting assistance from DEC: 451 towers (262 operational at this 

time), 745 MW (provides annual energy needs for 245,000 homes), and $750.3 million to local economy over 

next 20 years. 

 

 

Forest Products Industry: Maintaining a viable, sustainable forest products industry in northern New York is 

an important mission of the Department.  In St. Lawrence and Lewis Counties, DEC owns over 285,106 acres 

of Conservation Easements.  These working forest easements allow the timber industry to continue to own and 

manage timber resources, to provide pulp to the International Paper Mill in Ticonderoga, wood chips for 
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renewable energy production for chip burning plants at Lyons Falls and Chateaugay, and for wood pellet 

production at a plant in Massena.  Conservation easements also provide recreational opportunities for the public 

while at the same time maintaining traditional uses of forest lands such as hunting camps. 

 


