NCREDC Municipal Water & Wastewater Infrastructure Fund 
Nomination Form
By May 22, 2013, File completed Nomination Form:  

nys-northcountry@esd.ny.gov 
Applicant:
· Municipal Contact Name:
· Address:
· Tel: 

· Fax:  

· Email:  

Project Name: 
If your project is on NYS Clean Water/Drinking Water State Intended Use Plan what is the Project #?

If your project is funded under some other State or federal program or self financed, what is the source(s) of your financing?
Project Description:   500 words or less 
Financing

· Detail Total Project Cost:

· Indicate all sources of funding currently in place (approved or committed with dates and amounts).  
· Clean Water State Revolving Fund Program; Drinking Water State Revolving Loan Program

· DEC/EFC Engineering Planning Grant

· Green Innovation Grant Program

· USDA Rural Development Water and Wastewater Disposal Loan/Grant Program  and Pre-development Planning Grant Program
· NYS Office of Community Renewal Public Infrastructure Program

· NYS Department of Environmental Conservation Water Quality Improvement Program (WQIP)

· NYS Energy Research and  Development Authority WWTP Energy Efficiency Program

· Federal Lake Champlain Program

· Municipal Financing

· Other

· Provide a detailed description of capital expenses or uses requested from the NCREDC Infrastructure Fund (only capital expenses will be covered and are limited to 20% of total project cost not to exceed $500,000 per project):
· Provide detailed information on  Project Financing Readiness (include dates):

· Adoption of Bond Resolution:

· Professional Service Agreements (Engineering, Financial Advisor, Bond Council, Municipal Resolution)

· Projected Service Charge and Target Service Rate:

· Engineering: (Include Status and Dates)
· Completion of Environmental Review (including SEQR, SHPO and NEPA if required):
· Formation or expansion of existing Districts required:

· Completion of Engineering Report by federal and State Agencies (DOH, DEC, EFC, RD):

· Completion of Project permits required:

· What is the project timeline from construction commencement to operation:
NCREDC Relationship:

· Indicate what  NCREDC regional strategies are advanced by this project:
· Explain what distinguishes this as a project with significant regional impact as opposed to a project with a more singular community focus:
· Explain how this project fits NCREDC definition of transformational
· How does this project advance economic development (e.g. job retention or creation) and overall community development goals:
Support:  Municipal Resolution endorsing filing of application and securing adequate funding   
Municipal CEO Signature:  _________________________________________________    Date: _______
Please note that this is a project nomination form only.  All eligible Applicants must complete a full ESD Consolidated Funding Application (CFA) for North Country Infrastructure Fund when selected by NCREDC.

NCREDC Water & Sewer Infrastructure Fund:   Process 



Eligible Project Type: 
· Only Shovel Ready Municipal Water and Wastewater projects – collection, treatment & distribution and Green Infrastructure projects for wastewater.
· “Shovel Ready” is generally defined as those projects that are on the State’s Intended Use Plan Annual List with no closed short term financing (STF) (or similar status if using other funding sources), have engineering reports and regulatory approvals in place or soon completed.

· Have federal and State funding in place with approved or committed financing.

· Are in a position to close STF or similar financing by September 30, 2013.

· Can commence construction no later than the start of the 2014 construction season.

NCRDC Funding: 
· $2.5 million in 2012 CFA awards to be awarded.
· Only capital costs are eligible with a cap of 20% of total project costs or $500,000, whichever is less.

· Funding is eligible to any municipal water or wastewater project that can meet the nomination and award conditions.

· Funding will be rescinded and reallocated if project cannot initiate construction at start of 2014 construction season 

Proposed Timeline: 

April 22
Launch – notice of funding availability and project nomination application to all municipalities by email-fax-mail, information will be on NCREDC website

May 22
Infrastructure nominations to be filed with NCREDC; CFA to be submitted after selection by NCREDC
May 31

Priority Project Selection Committee recommends slate of projects to NCREDC

June 

NCREDC act on slate at June Council meeting. 

June 15
Selected project must complete ESD CFA within two weeks from selection, you will receive details upon selection
Committee Priority Project Selection Committee (PPSC) review will:  
· NCREDC Nominations will be reviewed by PPSC  

· Determine that the project is shovel ready, so that project does not delay NCREDC implementation

· Will verify that applicants have provided evidence that financing is in place
· Determine how projects fit into NCREDC strategy implementation

· Recommend projects that are best fit with NCREDC strategy and are ready to go
· Committee would review projects with technical advice, if needed
ESD will: 

manage projects; all projects must meet ESD program requirements, eligibility, attestations, MWB, etc. 

NB:  The following are requirements for an Empire State Development (ESD) Consolidated Funding Application (CFA).  Any infrastructure project selected by NCREDC for funding under the North Country Infrastructure Fund will only be a water or sewer project and will be required to complete a CFA and comply with ESD program requirements which follow.    

EMPIRE STATE DEVELOPMENT GRANT FUNDS 
ELIGIBLE TYPES OF APPLICANTS:

Eligible applicants include but are not limited to: for-profit businesses, not-for-profit corporations*,

business improvement districts, local development corporations, public benefit corporations

(including industrial development agencies), economic development organizations, research and

academic institutions, incubators, technology parks, municipalities, counties, regional planning

councils, tourist attractions and community facilities.

* Not-for-profit corporations are subject to New York State’s Not-For-Profit Corporation Law. In

order to apply under this program, a not-for-profit corporation must have proof of incorporation

(or equivalent document) from the NYS Department of State or NYS Board of Regents, a charities registration number from the NYS Office of the Attorney General, and proof of tax-exempt status under the IRS code. Copies of these documents must be submitted with the application.

ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES / PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS:

Infrastructure Investment:

Funds may be used to finance infrastructure investments in order to attract new businesses and expand existing businesses, thereby fostering further investment. For the purposes of this program, infrastructure investments are capital expenditures for infrastructure including water and sewer. 
Infrastructure investment projects that are able to provide job commitments will be viewed favorably. It is important, however, to note that (1) few infrastructure investment projects are anticipated to be able to provide job commitments and (2) if the employer will be an entity other than the Applicant, a third party guarantee of the Applicant‘s job commitment must be provided by the prospective employer and both the prospective employer and the third party guarantor must be found by ESD to be creditworthy.

FUNDS MAY BE USED FOR:

· Acquisition or leasing of land, buildings, machinery and/or equipment;

· Acquisition of existing business and/or assets;

· Demolition and environmental remediation;

· New construction, renovation or leasehold improvements;

· Acquisition of furniture and fixtures;

· Soft costs of up to twenty-five percent (25%) of total project costs; and

· Planning and feasibility studies related to a capital project.

PRE-APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS:

All required public approvals must be in place prior to the start of construction and approval by the

ESD Directors, including State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) and consultation with the State

Historic Preservation Office, if applicable.

SUCCESSFUL APPLICANT REQUIREMENTS:

Applicants must complete a Consolidated Funding Application (CFA) to complete selection by North Country Regional Economic Development Council (NCREDC).

· ESD requires financial review of all projects over $250,000

· ESD requires application and commitment fees

· ESD requires minimum 10% equity

· Projects will require bridge financing, ESD reimburses at completion of the project

· Smart Growth review is required

· The recipient must comply with the requirements of Article 15-A of the New York State Executive Law and provide opportunities for Minority and Women Owned Business Enterprises with respect to State contracts.

· Eligible expenses for this program will only be considered from the date of award to project completion.  
SPECIFIC FUNDING REQUIREMENTS:

NCREDC seeks to provide no more than twenty percent (20%) of the financing for any particular project, to be capped at $500,000. ESD generally requires ten percent (10%) equity in all projects. Applicants must always disclose whether they are pursuing or intend to pursue multiple ESD funding sources, including loans, grants and tax incentives.

INELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES:

The following types of expenses may be included in budgets but shall not be eligible for payment:

· Developer fees;

· Working capital;

· Recapitalization/refinancing;

· Training; and

· Residential development, although program funds may be used for the commercial component of a mixed-use project.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:

For more information on CFA process, eligible applicants should contact the North Country Regional Office of Empire State Development.

