
Southern Tier State Parks
The Southern Tier includes 10 state parks with a combined annual 

attendance of over 1.8 million

Highlights
--Watkins Glen State Park, one of the most famous state parks, is 
home to 19 waterfalls

--Taughannock Falls’ namesake waterfall plunges 215 feet past rocky 
cliffs, making it the highest waterfall in the Northeast

--Chenango Valley State Park is a popular camping park featuring two 
kettle lakes
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Annual Attendance

Finger Lakes Region
(Steuben, Schuyler, Chemung, Tompkins, Tioga counties)
Watkins Glen 482,401
Taughannock Falls 427,352
Robert H. Treman 236,174
Allan Treman Marina 205,460
Buttermilk Falls 179,393
Stony Brook 121,853
Newtown Battlefield 23,723

Central Region
(Chenango and Broome counties)
Chenango Valley State Park 176,141
Oquaga Creek State Park 30,320

Total attendance at the region’s 9 parks 
1.8 million
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Economic Impact
An economic impact study* estimates that in 2008-09, over 
1700 jobs were created and more than $140 million in local 
economic activity was generated by State Parks in the 
Southern Tier area (OPRHP Finger Lakes Region)*

Quality of Life
The recreational and natural resources created by the 
area’s parks and historic sites benefit this region by:

-- Maintaining the state’s ecosystem and biodiversity
-- Providing opportunities for recreation
-- Reducing the negative effects from pollution
-- Improving health outcomes
-- Preserving areas of historic importance
-- Influencing business location decisions by making the 
community a better place to live

*Source, The NYS Park System:  An Economic Asset to the Empire State:  Political 
Economy Research Institute, Univ. of Mass, Amherst, March, 2009
*State Parks Finger Lakes Region includes Steuben, Schuyler, Chemung, Tompkins, 
Tioga, Yates, Seneca
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Regional Capital Needs 
The backlog of capital projects in the Southern Tier area is estimated to 

exceed $47 million

High Impact Projects Include

Park/Project Cost
Chenango Valley $1,000,000
Replace the park’s substandard drinking water distribution system

Taughannock Falls $1,650,000
Revitalize the popular Overlook viewing area

Watkins Glen $2,225,000
Reconstruct the park’s main entrance in the Village of Watkins Glen

Robert H. Treman $2,500,000
Reconstruct the campground
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