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September 29, 2011

Southern Tier Regional Economic Development Council

Via E-Mail to Fortner@empire.state.ny.us
Dear Council Members:

The Dryden Safe Energy Coalition (DSEC) submits the following written statement, in lieu of an oral statement, to the Council at its meeting in Ithaca on September 29, 2011.

The Dryden Safe Energy Coalition (DSEC) was formed about two months ago with a mission of offering factual and balanced public education on energy development issues.  We support a “middle way,” which neither advocates bans nor drilling without careful and environmentally protective regulations, preferably, in accordance with current state law, enacted uniformly at the state level.  We are not an energy industry group and receive no support from the industry, nor are we a landowner group.  We have no connection with any political party or candidate for office.
Headquartered in Dryden, DSEC reaches out to the entire southern tier.  DSEC recently held a southern tier and central New York legal forum on energy development in Binghamton for farm interests, landowners, and other leaders concerned with energy development, attended by about seventy-five people.  Another DSEC forum, intended to be an all views presentation on water and energy, attracted close to two hundred people before it was cancelled due to a hurricane Irene induced state of emergency blocking some of its speakers from attending, destroying the intended balance of views.
Recent Qunnipiac polls show the public in New York is closely divided on energy development.  Unfortunately, positions tend to run sharply along party lines.  But, poverty is no respecter of party lines and New York needs economic growth.
DSEC notes the mission of the Southern Tier Regional Economic Development Council is, as its name states, “economic development.”  We do not believe that the Council is, or should be, more than incidentally concerned with environmental issues as related to energy development.  The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) is charged with that responsibility and has technical experts who are trained to make those evaluations.  The Council’s mission is, and should be, job creation.

The charter of the Southern Tier Regional Economic Development Council also provides for our region to compete against other regions for millions of state grant dollars.  The key word here is “competition,” and we believe the Council should recognize that if its work does not facilitate the region’s ability to compete for jobs, the Council will have failed in its work.

Recent statistics show that poverty in Tompkins County is growing.  Over twenty percent of our residents are living in poverty.  Other statistics show only slow population growth in parts of the region.  Real wages are largely stagnant or declining and are generally considerably smaller than tax increases.  We must take steps to end this economic malaise.

With these factors in mind, DSEC recommends to the Council that the Council pursue the one available “economic game changer” in prospect, energy development.  Some Council members, including the Chair of the Tompkins Legislature, have suggested that the Council turn its back on this game changer.  Nothing could send a stronger signal that the Southern Tier region does not take seriously the race to compete for new jobs and a better economy and is willing to turn its back on opportunity.  Accordingly, those ex officio Council members who see their role on this Council as primarily environmentalist have a conflict of interest and should recuse themselves from a Council charged with economic development.
As former Industrial Commissioner of New York, Len Dyson used to say, “New York is in competition with every other state” and with foreign nations as well for jobs.  Our region and our state are hobbled by three key barriers:  1) Among the highest total tax burdens in the nation; 2) Excess government regulation and too much state planning and control; and, 3) the unspoken elephant in the room, 25% union penetration.  These factors cause many businesses to shun New York.

While New York is chilling in its approach to business, foreign nations and states in other regions of the U.S. welcome businesses and jobs with open arms, asking the question, “how may we help you?”  The Council should seek to move New York away from restrictive planning and bureaucracy to a more open approach.  The Council can address the first and second inhibiting factor, it cannot do anything with the third or unionization factor.
DSEC therefore respectfully suggests: 1) that the Council move firmly forward to seek energy development in the region conforming to DEC guidelines; 2) that the Council ensure that any plan it adopts does not become bureaucratic or in the nature of a central planning hurdle that business must surmount to bring jobs to New York; 3) that the Council recommend the lowering of general business taxes; and, 4) that the Council recommend that to facilitate business and form a uniform state marketplace, local home rule that creates a “patchwork quilt” of regulations continue to be or be preempted.  While local home rule may appear attractive to highly localized majorities, a multiplicity of regulations, differing from place to place, and subject to change with local elections, makes New York an unattractive place to provide jobs.
Finally, DSEC believes that to develop an effective approach to economic development, the Council should turn to the private sector.  Ask the business sector what it wants, needs, and recommends.  The best advisors on this subject are the people who will make the decisions on whether to bring economic development to New York.  Devising a plan that does not satisfy their needs is a receipt for failure.








Sincerely yours,









Henry S. Kramer









DSEC Co-Founder

