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Southern Tier Stakeholder/Community Survey 

1. Please click "Yes" below to indicate that you have read the paragraphs above and agree 
to proceed with the survey.

 
Response 

Percent
Response 

Count

Yes 99.8% 1,890

No 0.2% 3

 answered question 1,893

 skipped question 9

2. Infrastructure/Transportation. This includes lack of rail service; dependable flights to 
major hubs; not on thruway corridor; lack of sewage treatment capacity; lack of 
widespread affordable broadband; age/lack of investment in infrastructure; watershed 
regulations; Susquehanna River Basin TMDL standards; energy grid capacity; public 
transportation services; high speed internet.

 
Response 

Percent
Response 

Count

Strongly Agree 36.7% 509

Agree 40.8% 566

Disagree 13.1% 182

Strongly Disagree 5.9% 82

No Opinion 3.5% 48

Comments: 
 

494

 answered question 1,387

 skipped question 515
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3. Government Inefficiency/Overregulation. This includes lack of cohesive regional planning; 
lack of coordination among agencies; duplication of federal/state programs; ineffective 
state government; fragmentation of economic development agencies; overlapping 
jurisdictions; lack of bi-partisan cooperation; bad relationships with regulatory agencies; 
cohesive economic development programs/services for existing businesses; slow action 
by planning committees; delayed time frame for project approval from state agencies; 
business mandates; excessive regulation/paperwork burden; restrictive regulatory 
environment; mandate relief; unfriendly business environment; fractured/excessive local 
government jurisdictions.

 
Response 

Percent
Response 

Count

Strongly Agree 49.6% 687

Agree 29.7% 412

Disagree 8.8% 122

Strongly Disagree 5.9% 82

No Opinion 5.9% 82

Comments: 
 

463

 answered question 1,385

 skipped question 517
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4. High Taxes/High Cost of Doing Business. This includes property, school, employment, 
workers compensation, personal and corporate taxes; high energy/utility costs; and fees.

 
Response 

Percent
Response 

Count

Strongly Agree 56.5% 785

Agree 22.8% 316

Disagree 10.9% 152

Strongly Disagree 6.3% 87

No Opinion 3.5% 49

Comments: 
 

440

 answered question 1,389

 skipped question 513

5. Workforce Development. This includes timely training to meet business needs; aging of 
the labor force; brain drain; lack of flexible training funds; skills mismatch; lack of job 
clusters to attract workers; declining education funds will impact workforce quality.

 
Response 

Percent
Response 

Count

Strongly Agree 32.6% 452

Agree 41.3% 573

Disagree 15.5% 215

Strongly Disagree 4.3% 59

No Opinion 6.3% 88

Comments: 
 

396

 answered question 1,387

 skipped question 515
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6. Business Capital/Lack of Quality Buildings. This includes lack of early stage capital for 
technology-based start-ups; lack of venture capital; low interest loans; funds for 
commercial reutilization; lack of financial incentives; lack of quality industrial/commercial 
buildings; lack of shell buildings; lack of business parks; NYC land acquisition program.

 
Response 

Percent
Response 

Count

Strongly Agree 20.6% 283

Agree 35.1% 482

Disagree 21.5% 296

Strongly Disagree 6.3% 86

No Opinion 16.6% 228

Comments: 
 

344

 answered question 1,375

 skipped question 527

7. Please identify other significant obstacles or issues not listed above:

 
Response 

Count

 536

 answered question 536

 skipped question 1,366
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8. Promoting Local Agriculture and Tourism Industries. This includes expanding the use of 
existing facilities such as Watkins Glen; developing multi-recreation use destinations; 
organic farms; wine trails; natural resources such as the Finger Lakes; recreational 
activities such as golf skiing and water sports; eco-tourism; agri-tourism; and cooperative 
extension.

 
Response 

Percent
Response 

Count

Strongly Agree 51.0% 702

Agree 33.3% 458

Disagree 9.2% 127

Strongly Disagree 3.5% 48

No Opinion 3.1% 42

Comments: 
 

429

 answered question 1,377

 skipped question 525
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9. Strengthen University/Economic Development Partnerships. This includes creating new 
synergistic relationships between businesses and universities; enhancing technology 
transfer; creation of incubators; creating apprenticeships; promoting small businesses 
that evolve from universities; utilizing alumni networks; developing business parks; 
providing technical assistance to businesses; coordinating research activities with 
businesses; university involvement in regional planning; and SUNY investment in regional 
economic development.

 
Response 

Percent
Response 

Count

Strongly Agree 45.6% 619

Agree 38.8% 527

Disagree 8.6% 117

Strongly Disagree 2.1% 28

No Opinion 4.9% 66

Comments: 
 

352

 answered question 1,357

 skipped question 545
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10. Natural Gas Industry/ Marcellus Shale. This includes safe exploration, approval and 
extraction; a balanced strategy; Millennium Pipeline; the potential of using salt mines for 
gas storage; public/private/educational partnerships; and the development of usable 
products such as LP gas, chemicals, and diesel fuel.

 
Response 

Percent
Response 

Count

Strongly Agree 42.0% 576

Agree 14.2% 194

Disagree 6.6% 90

Strongly Disagree 34.5% 473

No Opinion 2.8% 38

Comments: 
 

672

 answered question 1,371

 skipped question 531
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11. Improve Access to Transportation Systems/Infrastructure. This includes the 
development of a full service/commercial regional airport; passenger rail service to NYC; 
access to I-86 and the future I-99 which provides access to potential development sites; 
promote advanced Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) in region; build bridge over Susquehanna River 
between the Town of Union and Vestal; expand broadband/internet access; and capitalize 
on the fiber optic network along the interstate corridor.

 
Response 

Percent
Response 

Count

Strongly Agree 36.8% 499

Agree 42.4% 575

Disagree 10.8% 147

Strongly Disagree 4.6% 62

No Opinion 5.3% 72

Comments: 
 

358

 answered question 1,355

 skipped question 547
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12. Clean Energy. This includes public/private partnerships to promote green businesses; 
the development of alternative energy through initiatives, subsidies and national marketing 
assistance; the development of bioenergy/biofuels; expanding wind, solar and other 
clean/renewable energy manufacturing activity; the development of an energy degree 
program at Binghamton University; the development of energy storage products.

 
Response 

Percent
Response 

Count

Strongly Agree 53.3% 731

Agree 29.5% 404

Disagree 8.2% 112

Strongly Disagree 5.8% 80

No Opinion 3.2% 44

Comments: 
 

472

 answered question 1,371

 skipped question 531

13. Please identify other significant opportunities not listed above.

 
Response 

Count

 202

 answered question 202

 skipped question 1,700
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14. Quality of Higher Educational Institutions: This includes intellectual and R&D capacity.

 
Response 

Percent
Response 

Count

Strongly Agree 52.8% 718

Agree 38.0% 516

Disagree 5.2% 70

Strongly Disagree 0.9% 12

No Opinion 3.2% 43

Comments: 
 

204

 answered question 1,359

 skipped question 543

15. Natural Beauty/Resources: This includes abundance of clean water; lakes; and 
woodlands.

 
Response 

Percent
Response 

Count

Strongly Agree 65.0% 886

Agree 28.3% 386

Disagree 4.3% 58

Strongly Disagree 1.3% 18

No Opinion 1.1% 15

Comments: 
 

261

 answered question 1,363

 skipped question 539
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16. Natural Gas/Energy

 
Response 

Percent
Response 

Count

Strongly Agree 41.4% 560

Agree 16.8% 227

Disagree 10.5% 142

Strongly Disagree 27.4% 371

No Opinion 4.0% 54

Comments: 
 

392

 answered question 1,354

 skipped question 548

17. Low Cost of Living/High Quality of Life. This includes reasonably priced housing; ample 
and affordable recreational opportunities; Affordable Dream Communities; and developable 
land at valued pricing.

 
Response 

Percent
Response 

Count

Strongly Agree 44.1% 592

Agree 39.6% 531

Disagree 8.8% 118

Strongly Disagree 4.3% 57

No Opinion 3.2% 43

Comments: 
 

336

 answered question 1,341

 skipped question 561
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18. Globally Recognized Businesses. This includes world class manufacturers; high level of 
corporate research; large international technology base; and a highly technical and diverse 
workforce.

 
Response 

Percent
Response 

Count

Strongly Agree 28.7% 386

Agree 44.9% 604

Disagree 14.6% 196

Strongly Disagree 4.5% 61

No Opinion 7.2% 97

Comments: 
 

295

 answered question 1,344

 skipped question 558

19. Please identify other significant assets not listed above.

 
Response 

Count

 133

 answered question 133

 skipped question 1,769
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20. High Taxes: This includes property, corporate, income, local/state, UI, Workers 
Compensation taxes.

 
Response 

Percent
Response 

Count

Strongly Agree 59.2% 782

Agree 24.5% 324

Disagree 9.5% 126

Strongly Disagree 3.0% 40

No Opinion 3.8% 50

Comments: 
 

334

 answered question 1,322

 skipped question 580
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21. Economic Development Issues: This includes job creation strategies; marketing 
strategies; funds allocated for economic development; aggressive recruitment programs 
to promote business opportunities in NYS; how can NYS better compete with neighboring 
states; a comprehensive marketing plan for shovel-ready sites; how do we develop public-
private partnerships and how do we secure a state financial commitment when needed; 
and rural issues.

 
Response 

Percent
Response 

Count

Strongly Agree 42.1% 549

Agree 42.5% 555

Disagree 6.7% 88

Strongly Disagree 2.9% 38

No Opinion 5.7% 75

Comments: 
 

280

 answered question 1,305

 skipped question 597
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22. Natural Gas Industry/Marcellus Shale/Hydro Fracking

 
Response 

Percent
Response 

Count

Strongly Agree 50.4% 656

Agree 16.6% 216

Disagree 6.5% 84

Strongly Disagree 22.3% 290

No Opinion 4.3% 56

Comments: 
 

514

 answered question 1,302

 skipped question 600

23. State Regulatory Process/Procedure: This includes aligning government and regulatory 
bodies; anti-business requirements; and simplifying/streamlining of regulations.

 
Response 

Percent
Response 

Count

Strongly Agree 42.7% 546

Agree 35.3% 452

Disagree 8.4% 108

Strongly Disagree 5.5% 71

No Opinion 8.0% 103

Comments: 
 

312

 answered question 1,280

 skipped question 622
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24. Infrastructure/Transportation Issues: This includes improving passenger/freight rail 
service; expansion/replacement of infrastructure; completion of I-86; broadband 
development; and broadband accessibility.

 
Response 

Percent
Response 

Count

Strongly Agree 42.3% 558

Agree 43.0% 568

Disagree 8.0% 106

Strongly Disagree 2.7% 35

No Opinion 4.0% 53

Comments: 
 

214

 answered question 1,320

 skipped question 582

25. Energy Costs/Availability

 
Response 

Percent
Response 

Count

Strongly Agree 42.0% 549

Agree 40.0% 523

Disagree 10.0% 131

Strongly Disagree 2.0% 26

No Opinion 6.0% 79

Comments: 
 

275

 answered question 1,308

 skipped question 594
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26. State Mandate Relief: This includes municipal restructuring and unfunded local 
mandates.

 
Response 

Percent
Response 

Count

Strongly Agree 43.8% 569

Agree 33.3% 433

Disagree 6.8% 88

Strongly Disagree 1.9% 25

No Opinion 14.2% 184

Comments: 
 

236

 answered question 1,299

 skipped question 603

27. Please identify other significant issues of inter-regional or statewide significance not 
listed above.

 
Response 

Count

 172

 answered question 172

 skipped question 1,730

28. Personal Contact Information - Optional

 
Response 

Count

 336

 answered question 336

 skipped question 1,566
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Page 3, Q1.  <b>Infrastructure/Transportation.</b>  This includes lack of rail service; dependable flights to major
hubs; not on thruway corridor; lack of sewage treatment capacity; lack of widespread affordable broadband;
age/lack of investment in infrastructure; watershed regulations; Susquehanna River Basi...

1 Better Broadband or high speed internet would allow more people to work from
home or sell their own products from home, leading to energy savings and more
local economic opportunity. My husband and I would be able to save a few
roundtrips a week to Ithaca if we had broadband. As it is, we have satellite
internet , with limited allowance of dowload MB. When this allowance is exceded,
speed is throttled back. Cannot operate a home office under these conditions.
Better public transporation woul

Sep 15, 2011 10:59 PM

2 To fully participate in the economy we need broadband access.  Novel
transportation that suits the daily needs and is energy efficient.

Sep 15, 2011 10:50 PM

3 No rail service to NYC from upstste is a disgrace. Sep 15, 2011 10:48 PM

4 The recent improvements to convert NY Route 17 to I-86 have brought both an
increase in traffic and commerce to this part of NY. I-99 and improvements to the
now-deteriorating section of I-86 from Corning to East Corning need to be fast-
tracked.

Sep 15, 2011 9:47 PM

5 We have spent millions on interstate highway system which has resulted in no
new jobs for our area. Ony exception to this that I can identify is CVS terminal in
Chemung and possibly Vulcraft, also in Chemung, NY. Government policy on
energy and high taxes drive business away.

Sep 15, 2011 5:06 PM

6 1) Transportation: We need to focus on developing transportation modes  that
will run on clean and renewable energy sources for a sustainable future; create
more energy efficient vehicles; promote public transportation (rail and bus) and
bicycles as the way to go; develop smart communities including infrastructure  so
that people can use public transportation, bike and walk to get to get around.  2)
Watershed Regulations: ban High Volume Hydraulic Fracturing (HVHF) for
natural gas from Southern Tier and New York State. We must protect our
economy from the boom/bust disaster that HVHF would create. We must protect
our air and water from the industrial pollution which HVHF would create. We
must work to stabilize our quickly changing climate by actively working toward
the use of renewable sources of energy and leave the unconventional fossil fuels
in the ground.

Sep 15, 2011 4:29 PM

7 I am very concerned about watershed protection.  I do not want fracking to
happen in Tompkins County or nearby.  I do not see this as an economic
strategy.  Affordable and accessible broadband is a real concern in a county with
our geography.  Our public transportation system is continually trying to be
effective and creative, but the transient population in our county (students) need
strong incentives to pay attention to this and use it since their time here is
limited.

Sep 15, 2011 2:20 PM

8 Passenger rail service would reduce impacts on worn/overused roadway
infrastructure in Northeast. Federal restoration of the Lackawanna Cut-Off which
parallels I-80/I-380 in eastern PA and northern NJ would restore rail service to
NYC via Scranton; regional/state advocacy should be a high economic
development priority. It should be noted Binghamton has excellent freight rail
service from three national railroads - Norfolk Southern, CP and NY
Susquehanna & Western (connection to CSX in Syracuse). Broadband/internet
is widely available from a number of commercial sources, public investment in
WiFi has proved unsuccessful - not sure this is an economic development
priority.

Sep 15, 2011 12:36 PM



20 of 681

Page 3, Q1.  <b>Infrastructure/Transportation.</b>  This includes lack of rail service; dependable flights to major
hubs; not on thruway corridor; lack of sewage treatment capacity; lack of widespread affordable broadband;
age/lack of investment in infrastructure; watershed regulations; Susquehanna River Basi...

9 Rail service should be upgraded to passenger level to connect Binghamton to
NYC.

Sep 15, 2011 10:16 AM

10 We need to invest in infrastructure if we are to grow economically and compete
with surrounding regions.

Sep 15, 2011 10:09 AM

11 I believe light rail throughout the region as well as other public transportation
options would be key in allowing the free flow of people and good throughout the
region and reduce our use of cars and fossil fuels

Sep 14, 2011 3:23 PM

12 Just take a trip down to the Wilkes-Barre/Scranton airport to see what a nice little
airport looks like.  We drive down there often to get better prices and to be able
to fly direct to Chicago....we even go to Allentown to be able to fly direct to
Atlanta.  Need some DIRECT flights to MAJOR cities  also.  Also need HIGH
SPEED internet service to the area.  Need to address not just the businesses,
but also the people who would work at those businesses.

Sep 14, 2011 12:01 PM

13 We already have several highway projects and an active rail coordior.  Make use
of them!

Sep 14, 2011 9:12 AM

14 We need strong watershed regulations and antipollution measures. Without
clean water, air and soil we amount to nothing. I chose to live here because of
the landscape, fresh air and drinkable tap water. Don't mess with it!!

Sep 13, 2011 9:50 PM

15 If we had the right small business people here that had initiative, the lack of
infrastructure would not stop development.  I am sick of people complaining of
lack of passenger rail service.  We will never get it again and it would not help if
we did.  We also need environmental restrictions and can not blame them for
causing problems.  We actually need more.

Sep 13, 2011 8:50 PM

16 Obstacles are DISTRUCTION OF HISTORIC STRUCTURES AND POOR
ROADS.  Two assets remain - topogrophy and history.  Exploit topography with
GOOD ROAD CONDITIONS TO make a CENTER  FOR BICYCLE TOURISM &
COMPITITION throughout 3 seasons.  Exploit history by preserving HISTORIC
STRUCTURES AND PLACES for tourism.

Sep 13, 2011 8:01 PM

17 only the following adversely affect: lack of widespread affordable broadband lack
of investment in infrastructure high speed internet

Sep 13, 2011 5:18 PM

18 Most critical of these is over regulation Sep 13, 2011 4:46 PM

19 It is a mistake to bundle bandwidth and sewage treatment capacity in on
category.  This region is so isolated from the "real world" and that isolation is not
addressed by single carte blanche category.

Sep 13, 2011 4:26 PM

20 I'm happy with where the airport is going; the Allegiant flights are a great step!
Otherwise, we are sadly lacking in transit infrastructure, particularly passenger
rail.

Sep 13, 2011 12:53 PM

21 These are important factors for manufacturers in particular when assessing an
area for expansion and/or relocation.

Sep 13, 2011 11:51 AM

22 We would use passenger rail. I think it would be a great asset to promote the
finger lake tourism if passenger rail was available. There are a lot of buses that

Sep 13, 2011 10:40 AM
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Page 3, Q1.  <b>Infrastructure/Transportation.</b>  This includes lack of rail service; dependable flights to major
hubs; not on thruway corridor; lack of sewage treatment capacity; lack of widespread affordable broadband;
age/lack of investment in infrastructure; watershed regulations; Susquehanna River Basi...

come thru from NYC to Niagra...

23 Without a solid infrastructure, it would be extremely difficult to draw in new
manufacturers.  We have become a service oriented society vs. product
production.  This is true in many communities across the U.S..  Let try returning
to a more production area.  This will also allow lower / under educated to earn a
decent working wage.

Sep 13, 2011 8:45 AM

24 Most of the "obstacles" listed are legitimate obstacles.  However, there are some
losers on the list, namely rail service, thruway (we've got our own corridor),
broadband (it's available if you want to pay for it, and what about all that fiber
that IBM planted on the rail line), and more.

Sep 13, 2011 8:36 AM

25 Though air service is improving, the lack of direct flights to major cities is
inconvenient for business travelers. Large areas of the community lack access to
sewer systems that could accomodate industry. As we now know, the Chemung
River basin is able to sustain a large rainfall, but the Susquehana can not.
Energy costs in this area, compared to other areas of the country, are sky-high.
Compare the cost of a Kw of electricty in NY to SC, for example. Also, though I
understand that trying to provide public transportation in a widespread rural area
is a challenge, the lack of reliable and affordable transportation is a challenge for
businesses who try to man varying workshifts. Here, if your car goes out and you
don't have a spare, you can't get to work. Regarding Internet, I know that there is
aproject in place to expand access, and it is important for that to continue
moving forward.

Sep 13, 2011 8:12 AM

26 I live in one county and commute daily for work in another. I use transit but it
limits my availability for additional activities.

Sep 13, 2011 3:53 AM

27 Most of the above is fine with the exception of infrastructure in the quality of
aging gas lines which I believe is a responsibility of the private utility that owns
them.The other is watershed regulations especially in regard to the hydrofracking
how can N.Y. citys watershed be protected but other areas get a sorry. The
Susquehanna river basin TMDL standards I am not familiar with but I can tell you
first hand that the Tioga  Hammond and cowenneske  dams are doing their job
but east of there in the Binghamton area sure could use something.

Sep 12, 2011 10:36 PM

28 Based upon the Corning, NY area, rail service would be nice, but not a necessity
as we are within driving distance to most of the infastructure listed above. I feel
there are higher priorities that need to be addressed first--such as taxes,
employment and business opportunities.

Sep 12, 2011 10:21 PM

29 Lack of infrastructure and competition in the telecommunications market drives
up costs and makes it difficult to compete and encourage investment in IT.

Sep 12, 2011 9:34 PM

30 corning area is a major thruway however i feel it could use rail service Sep 12, 2011 8:52 PM

31 I provided no multiple-choice answer to this question because I agree with some
parts of it and disagree with others.   I think we need much better public
transportation, particularly in light of the many older and aging citizens in our
area who currently have or may soon have trouble driving. I also think that public
transportation would save energy and that the regions that learn now to save
energy will be ahead of the game for the rest of this century. I think that having
widespread broadband is also crucial. I also think that creating bike lanes and

Sep 12, 2011 2:22 PM
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Page 3, Q1.  <b>Infrastructure/Transportation.</b>  This includes lack of rail service; dependable flights to major
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sidewalks is a great idea, not only for recreational purposes but because in some
cases people could then opt to bike or walk to and from work. I think we need
very strict regulations to protect our water, and I think that if gas drilling is
allowed in this area our water quality will go downhill, which will in turn make it
difficult to attract and hold a skilled, well-educated population.

32 watershed regulations are paramount in the southern tier, finger lakes region.
The southern tier is the state of New York's "Central Park" where the entire state
goes to "get away" and be enveloped by nature.

Sep 12, 2011 8:00 AM

33 Big problem: lack of flights to major cities like NYC, Boston, Pittsburgh. Sep 11, 2011 9:53 PM

34 Dependable flights seems to be lacking.  We really need to address our sewage
capacity issues.

Sep 11, 2011 6:32 PM

35 Lack of rail services Public transportation services Age/lack of investment in
infrastructure Lack of adequate sewage treatment facility Watershed regulations
Energy grid

Sep 11, 2011 11:50 AM

36 We need investment in infrastructure. Many of our Finger Lakes are in the St
Lawrence watershed, NY State needs to be an active member of the Great
Lakes Initiative.  Protection of the Finger Lakes and all water sources in NY
State should be top priority. Public transportation in our rural areas is as
important as suburban areas.

Sep 11, 2011 1:26 AM

37 The fact that we have I86, and the future intersection of I99 is a plus Sep 10, 2011 6:01 PM

38 Rail service will be increasingly important as fossil fuels become only more and
more expensive. Public transportation is sketchy and not extensive at this point,
though Tompkins county has a really good start. Watershed regs can always be
improved.

Sep 10, 2011 10:13 AM

39 environmental regulations are OK--needed-- though Sep 9, 2011 8:42 PM

40 I would like to see rail service, better air travel service, watershed regulations
and public transportation services ... but no thruway, please ... and no oil/gas
pipelines.

Sep 9, 2011 10:05 AM

41 I strongly believe watershed related regulations are not strong enough relative to
Fracking.  This in turn will lead to future significant negative economic impacts.

Sep 9, 2011 8:12 AM

42 We NEED extensive watershed regulations & standards more than anything else Sep 8, 2011 9:39 PM

43 Neither agree or disagree. Although public transportation is sub-standard. Sep 8, 2011 8:17 PM

44 We need regulations on the watershed, as much as possible.  Having clean
available water is necessary for any business.  As far as flights it seems Elmira's
Airport is doing just fine and growing all the time. It would be nice to have
commuter rail service.

Sep 8, 2011 5:21 PM

45 As mentioned below, improved rail and internet services make sense. Otherwise,
trying to create a super-development zone in the Southern Tier is wrong-headed.
It will destroy what we have and fail.

Sep 8, 2011 4:40 PM
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46 The roads and major highways, (especially Southern Tier Expressway) are in
such poor shape. I moved to NY the first time in 2003 and again in 2011. The
roads hadn't improved and had actually gotten worse. The infrastructure has
been ignored for so long that it will take more than Gov. Cuomo is offering just to
fix it.

Sep 8, 2011 3:40 PM

47 There is no one answer since this so called Southern Tier group is diverse, what
may be true for one is not true for the other.  Tompkins County does not suffer
from most of these points.

Sep 8, 2011 3:36 PM

48 Southern Tier Regional Planning and Development Board  broadband project is
a step in the right direction.

Sep 8, 2011 2:49 PM

49 Watershed protection must be a top priority so that there is safe potable water
for animals and humans.

Sep 8, 2011 2:34 PM

50 Why have watershed regulations and Susquehanna TMDL standards listed as
potential obstacles.   What is this, a pro-fracking bias in the survey?  Watershed
regs and TMDL standards are important for protecting drinking water, and
recreational waters from hazards from polluting industries!!

Sep 8, 2011 1:08 PM

51 A passenger rail between Binghamton, Oneonta, and Albany would be welcome
to increase mobility of employees. I-88 is a great interstate and I have not
witnessed any problems with its maintenance. Binghamton and Albany are
excellent airports. Binghamton needs a better sewerage treatment plant. We
need to move off the energy grid and have sustainable local energy.  Energy
costs are exhorbitant and natural gas is not the solution.  Natural gas will be a
commodity traded just like oil.  We need to move away from fossil fuels, and
develop truly clean energy like solar and biofuel.  If everyone had affordable
energy, then everyone will have money to spend on other things.

Sep 8, 2011 12:58 PM

52 Water Shed Regulations Needed. Sep 8, 2011 12:55 PM

53 why are you lumping lack of HS internet/broadband service, lack of investment in
infrastrucure w/PROTECTING the environment, i.e. watershed regs and SRB
TMDL? I strongly agree w/investing in public transportation and infrastructure. I
do NOT think protecting the environment is an obstacle to eco. dev, in fact, in the
long run, it will spur prosperity in our region

Sep 8, 2011 11:33 AM

54 We certainly need more rail, more public transportation, more high speed
internet, renewable energy, weatherization

Sep 8, 2011 10:55 AM

55 i think there should be a high speed rail network connecting at least syracuse,
buffalo, and rochester if not other towns and cities and new york city

Sep 8, 2011 9:45 AM

56 lack infrastructure/transportation models that move us away from fossil fuels
consumption

Sep 8, 2011 8:55 AM

57 It would be hard to think that in the same town, where 20-30 years ago, we had
the needed infrastructure to support IBM and other major corporations that we
would today need an overhaul.  Wireless internet does not stimulate business.

Sep 8, 2011 7:30 AM

58 we need affordable broadband/highspeed internet throughout the area Sep 7, 2011 8:50 PM



24 of 681

Page 3, Q1.  <b>Infrastructure/Transportation.</b>  This includes lack of rail service; dependable flights to major
hubs; not on thruway corridor; lack of sewage treatment capacity; lack of widespread affordable broadband;
age/lack of investment in infrastructure; watershed regulations; Susquehanna River Basi...

59 Develop physical infrastructure / transportation while resources are available for
it. We'll be thankful later. Prioritize projects that minimize GHG emissions.

Sep 7, 2011 1:30 PM

60 Our infrastructure and transportation capabilities are more than adequate to
support robust growth in strategically-located and regionally-sustainable
industries that capitalize on our already-existent assets.  What is needed is
concentrated vision, seed money for opportunity, and the political willingness to
take some bold steps.

Sep 7, 2011 1:15 PM

61 Libraries are integral to daily life, education, and civic engagement. Sep 7, 2011 11:40 AM

62 Rail service or streamlined public transportation to neighboring communities
would serve this area well in the future.

Sep 7, 2011 9:28 AM

63 There's too many issues lumped together here - some listed adversely affect
economic development, while others do no. Also agricultural infrastructure is
omitted.

Sep 6, 2011 7:25 PM

64 Just having moved here from the west four months ago, I am still learning the
area and how things work here.  I do not have much direct knowledge on many
of these issues stated, but having a solid infrastructure and transportation
system is crucial in expanding businesses.  In and around Binghmaton, i think
the issues are good.  We have good interstate roads to take us anywhere and
internet is available.  It is in the smaller towns on the outskirts that may be
lacking.

Sep 6, 2011 5:11 PM

65 It's so easy to agree with each of these on the surface until one asks ok so what
will we do?  Build more airport capacity, more thruways, energy grid capacity --
but how?  In the 'business as usual' way?  Or through some real breakthroughs
such as local generation of power; distributed power grids?Leveraging existing
highways for rail, new transport mechanism and a new generation of cars?  Be
wary of: writing up grand stuff, delivering more old stuff in new wrappings, with a
quarter to quarter results mentality...

Sep 6, 2011 4:18 PM

66 Improving access to affordable education should be considered here a well. Sep 6, 2011 2:51 PM

67 Need affordable highspeed fiber internet in the area Sep 6, 2011 1:46 PM

68 also lack of cell service in rural areas Sep 6, 2011 11:09 AM

69 Lack of broadband is very detrimental. One way to counter this is to beef up bb
and hs Internet access in local libraries and market that aspect.

Sep 6, 2011 9:31 AM

70 Fix up BASIC infrastructure -- sewer, water, energy grid bridges, roads.  This
includes PROTECTING water from hydrofracking.   Second, seek connections
with markets -- this means better rail and flights.  Don't invest too much in
auto/trucking -- future is in other technologies, to save energy (or should be).  I
am wary of high-tech infrastructure investments -- make them last; the
technology evolves and this is easy to get wrong.

Sep 5, 2011 9:22 PM

71 If nys wasnt the highest taxed and regulated state in the nation... infrastructure
would come with the economic development that WOULD be occuring.

Sep 5, 2011 12:55 PM

72 High speed rail service would be an advantage for this area.  Lack of sewage Sep 5, 2011 3:24 AM
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treatment capacity is of great concern for this area, not only for industrial growth,
but for the issue of possible fracking development.  The concerns for adequate
treatment of fracking waste should be of the highest priority for our region,
especially since our currently safe water supply is one of our greatest assets.

73 These cannot be considered as a package of "all obstacles" or "adverse issues".
RAIL:  Freight should be used more (key connectors and container terminals,
replacing some truck traffic). More passenger service would be nice "down the
road."  AIR We have excellent air service for such a rural area. MAJOR
HIGHWAYS: I-86 should be finished, but we don't need any other new roads (we
do need to PROTECT existing roads, improve scenic roads, etc. PUBLIC
TRANSPORT: does need improvement, especially in area cities and
connections between them.SEWAGE PLANTS/ WATERSHED REGULATIONS:
sewage treatment plants shouldn't be necessary if we keep water from getting
polluted with non-human wastes. Stricter watershed regulations will protect all
that is special about this region. Storm water should be separated from human
waste water. Keep industrial waste OUT (ban or treat at sources). Sewage
treatment plants canNOT treat chemical/industrial waste. Dilution is NOT the
solution to pollution, tho we used to think so (I worked for Water Resources
Institute). Susquehanna River Basin TMDL standards need to be strengthened.
ALL watersheds need their standards improved and enforced (Delaware and
Great Lakes). BROADBAND/HIGH SPEED INTERNET: affordable, widespread
internet access is needed (I don't understand the distinction/why this is listed
twice). ENERGY GRID: we need more renewable energy produced
municipally/regionally (small-scale hydro; wind farms; geothermal; cogeneration,
etc) to be more resilient as extreme weather becomes more and more common.
Overall, we need LESS electricity, but much more CONSERVATION and
EFFICIENCY. Only then can we stop using petrofuels that are CAUSING the
extreme weather (drought/flood cycles, tornadoes, etc). INFRASTRUCTURE:
age is a factor; increased flooding will also keep causing damage to large and
small roads. So we need funds for routine maintenance/replacement as well as
repairs/replacement after extreme weather. Time to seriously wind down our use
of ALL fossil fuels, including methane (AKA natural gas) or the weather will keep
getting much, much worse.

Sep 5, 2011 12:23 AM

74 The fingerlakes are a difficult  obstacle- not an easy answer here- the trains
already choke ithaca- boats on the lakes and rivers? Or maybe the answer lies in
high tech stuff in small packages.

Sep 4, 2011 10:45 PM

75 Rail service need work but with all issues we must protect the environment,
watersheds, etc.  Heavy traffic from trucks in hydrofracking will destroy our
roads.

Sep 4, 2011 8:51 PM

76 Enhanced public transportation will not help us get past step one, which is to
REJECT DANGEROUS CHANGES coming at us. Certainly people able to share
research online are aware how dangerous the Gas industry has been elsewhere.
But we must identify what will shoot us in the foot and AVOID IT FIRST. Then we
can move on to accepting what will safely help us grow economically.

Sep 4, 2011 7:29 PM

77 We need a business climate that attracts entrepreneurs.  Reduced taxes,&
truckers should not have to be concerned about bridge height on any State route
or US.route signed road.  Get rid of the antique railroad bridge at Front  & Clinton
Streets.  Encourage trucking, not hinder it. Why would you build a sewage plant
on a land locked parcel?

Sep 4, 2011 4:32 PM
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78 Cost of EPA Susquehanna Watershed regs on communties and farms is of
concern; other issues are of less concern

Sep 4, 2011 11:38 AM

79 The southern tier region encompasses diverse areas and thus transportation
issue answers will be diverse. Certainly improved rail and other public transport
services are important, but most readily applicable to the more urban areas.
More important is consideration of infrastructure damage over short time periods
by a volume of truck traffic unforeseen when roads were built but possible as a
threat to economic stability if high-volume hydrofracking/drilling comes to NY.
Getting road protections and bonding ordinances in place in every community
can be seen as an economic savings for the region. Work with NYS to
implement taxes on the gas industry that will benefit municipalities.

Sep 4, 2011 2:27 AM

80 Waiting for the ban to be lifted on natural gas development, we have the
toughest regulations, and waiting is disasterous to economic development.

Sep 3, 2011 8:08 PM

81 The development of "infinite" energy resources for homes and businesses would
improve watershed management, environmental conditions, support green
energy improvements all round.

Sep 3, 2011 7:35 PM

82 Sewage conveyance capacity is more of an issue than "sewage treatment
capacity" in the Binghamton-Johnson City service area.  NYS-DEC and EPA
have unfairly placed excessive requirements/mandates on Binghamton-Johnson
City in terms of nutrient removal over other Southern Tier communities (for
example BgmJC must meet 6mg/L maximum Total Nitrogen ("TN") effluent
enforceable limit, but Endicott is allowed a non-enforceable 18 mg/L "action
level" for TN and the Village of Owego is allowed a non-enforceable 27 mg/L
"action level" for TN.  Because it is over-regulating our area, NYS should provide
additional compensating economic assistance to the BgmJC service area.  At
risk are 700-730 good jobs at Frito-Lay in Kirkwood (which has the 3rd highest
sewage costs of 31 USA-based Frito Lay plants) as well as others at HP
Hood/Crowleys.  Without relief in this area, it is unrealistic to expect any new
wastewater-discharging industry will site within the BgmJC service area.  NYS
Policy should be to have a "level playing field" approach to wastewater
regulation so that all treatment plants treat to the same limits.  (This way, if there
is a catastrophic failure, like happened in May [which may not be back on line 'til
late 2012], the Southern Tier and NYS can still satisfy EPA's Chesapeake Bay
TMDL mandates.

Sep 3, 2011 3:44 PM

83 You have put so many items under one category that I can't realistically choose
one opinion.  I believe we should be investing in renewable energy.  We should
be educating ourselves about all the options, encouraging R&D, manufacturing
what's needed and helping businesses and homes afford installation.   Ubiquitou
high speed internet is also critical for staying competitive.

Sep 3, 2011 2:26 PM

84 In Otsego County there is a great need for affordable broadband and high speed
internet.  Don't mess with the SRBC.  They are doing a good job.  North/south
roads are adequate; east/west less so.  There is no mention about gas pipelines.
Current rules assure safety,  Avoid excess regulation to satisfy an agenda of
those against drilling.

Sep 3, 2011 1:35 PM

85 If watershed regulations, etc., that maintain clean water standards for our local
consumption are an "inhibiting" factor for economic development, that
"development" is contaminating our environment which is NOT acceptable. Stop

Sep 3, 2011 10:22 AM
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focusing on attracting polluters to our region and begin to nurture our regional
assets for our regional population's long term well being, not short term
profiteering.

86 we especially need watershed protection with the impending gas drilling planned
for our county.

Sep 3, 2011 7:55 AM

87 Give the small size of the current population base and its poor socio-
demographics more fundemental problems exist that prevent growth.  Large the
aformentioned are too costy and premature to require investment.  Quite frankly
they don't produce and good benefit versus their costs.  There seems to be
some indirect to natural resource extraction hidden in the question.  If so its is
misguided, we don't need to aid any natural resource extraction nor provide for
its infrastructure needs,  that is their job.  Proper regulation so we don't see the
same mistake the natural resource industry has proven capable of is what is
important.  Also, specifically and gas drilling in an enviromentally sensitive region
is fraught with problems and the rush to fill government coffers is not the proper
motivate when seeking its approval or disapproval.

Sep 2, 2011 2:44 PM

88 somewhat agree Sep 2, 2011 1:46 PM

89 Lack of spending on infrastructure is a growing problem but not currently
impacting economic development. Diversifying flights away from the NYC
airports would be a great help.

Sep 2, 2011 1:40 PM

90 However I feel that not being thruway coridor won't really be an issue with the
eventual completion of I-86.  I feel that watershed regulations are a good thing
because they protect the most valuable resource that we have here in the
Southern Tier.

Sep 2, 2011 1:14 PM

91 oddly expressed question...but bottom line:  as a Chenango county resident, rail
to major NY cities for distribution of our products could help (building a
Fedex/UPS like system for ag product distribution would be good)...also if nat
gas is allowed to come in, roads will be an ever-growing major expense as will
the momnitoring/control of water purity--if we lose our water quality, we lose our
quality of life here...if we want to lead as a state/region, we should consider
novel new ways...such as, composting human waste in a responsible way to
enable safe re-use on non-edible vegetation, etc. ultimately, we need a longer
term vision of what we want (Beyond 5 years) to make sure each project
selected is heading us in that "what-we-want direction"...if we are being honest
calling Nat gas "bridging" we should have a stretching goals of progress toward
getting converted to the next energy source (solar/wind/biomass battery
technology) by 2016

Sep 2, 2011 11:44 AM

92 I feel that the question (and instructions) here are not written clearly and thus are
quite confusing.  I would really wonder about the validity of the anwers you get,
as some who respond may not have understood what you were meaning to ask.
Furthermore, too many issues are mixed toegther individual questions.

Sep 2, 2011 10:16 AM

93 The 86/17 corridor is good, but it takes too long to get to major regional centers
such as Syracuse, Rochester, Buffalo

Sep 2, 2011 8:41 AM

94 Our infrastructure is sufficient.  Our problems are policy, such as taxes. Sep 2, 2011 7:03 AM
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95 We are so behind in so many of the above mentioned area that at times I feel
like I am living in a third world country

Sep 1, 2011 11:36 PM

96 All of these issues bear a degree of responsibility for lack of economic growth,
but I would say the major ones are public transportation and lack of consistency
in planning.

Sep 1, 2011 9:58 PM

97 Present transportation structure is adquate for the area up to and beyond the 5
year needs.

Sep 1, 2011 8:28 PM

98 Its fine. need space flights. intersolar commerce. energy grid must accomodate
and nourish the land and the people that it serves. watershed is a living
breathing organism that needs less human degradation. Leave room for nature.
keep technocrats away from important ecosystems and cultures. preserve our
humanity.

Sep 1, 2011 7:53 PM

99 Braoadband and high speed internet are crucial Sep 1, 2011 5:56 PM

100 Rail service , flights ,thruway,broadband, high speed internet, public
transportation and grid capacity will be self correcting when private growth
occurs. Watershed regulation ,SRB  TDML standards and infrastructure updates
are a severe drag on any new private investment in area and NY State

Sep 1, 2011 5:53 PM

101 to political Sep 1, 2011 3:49 PM

102 The structure of your question with its subsets does not allow for someone to
answer clearly - for example, I strongly agree that we need affordable broadband
in rural areas, but I strongly disagree that we have too many watershed and
other environmental regulations.  Indeed, I believe we need more protection that
ever now that hydrofracking is a potential environmental hazard in our region.
Yet, with the question wording as you have it listed, I cannot possibly indicate
those divergent perspectives and concerns since they are lumped together on a
single agree/disagree spectrum to all the issues.

Sep 1, 2011 3:32 PM

103 Obstacles - lack of high speed rail between major cities, lack of light rail between
towns and villages and to nearest city, aging sewage facilities. SRBC TMDL
standards are NOT the problem.  CAFOs and aging sewage facilities, + golf
course are the problem.  Lack of broadband and its cell towers are not the
problem. Electromagnetic pollution is a major health threat. No widespread Wi-
Fi, please.

Sep 1, 2011 1:45 PM

104 Need flights to major hubs at reasonable cost.  High speed internet (broadband)
s/b expancedto rural (and not so rural areas).  City of Binghamton road/bridge
maintenance needs to be improved.

Sep 1, 2011 12:07 PM

105 Road damage if HVHF is allowed will negatively effect all areas of economic
development. Broadband and high speed internet are problems.

Sep 1, 2011 11:30 AM

106 You should have seperated this a little more. We have highway infrastructure,
we don't have sewage treatment capacity/leadership/planning/management, we
don't have a good affordable broadband/ high spead network, time warner can't
cut it, they aren't in it for the community and have no decent support structure,
we do have decent public transportation from what I see, that will grow with
better tax base.. So you have multiple questions in one.

Sep 1, 2011 10:59 AM
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107 broadband lack is problem, but ecology regs are needed. Transportation access
could be better, but it's usually not unsurmountalble.

Sep 1, 2011 10:18 AM

108 We do not need more transportation infrastructure.  We need more extensive,
effective public transportation.  High speed Internet in rural areas would be good,
but not freeways and parking lots!

Sep 1, 2011 10:06 AM

109 Out of all of the issues above I agree with one. Lack of sewage treetment
capacity.

Sep 1, 2011 9:40 AM

110 The list of examples is very broad -- I think some of them may be obstacles (like
affordable broadband and investment in infrastructure like bridges and roads) but
others are not (like River basin standards, watershed regulations, etc.)  No way
to give 1 answer.

Sep 1, 2011 9:08 AM

111 To optimize our resources across the southern tier, we need to look at
consolidation of critical infrastructure. For example, one large regional airport
could replace the 3 existing (Ithaca, Binghamton, Elmira) and provide better
service at less overall cost. Another example wastewater treatment. In Broome
County, individual operation of treatment plants at the town/municipal level could
be more efficiently operated at the county level.

Sep 1, 2011 9:04 AM

112 First paragraph is poorly worded. Sep 1, 2011 7:04 AM

113 For a moment, can we eschew the hackneyed model that regions of commercial
infrastructure (eg Vestal Parkway) are the endpoints of economic development.
In brief, Transportation infrastructure is intrusive, wasteful and antiquated, think
& build for local markets, the state, the Northeast & Mid-Atlantic at the largest.
Affordable broadband is necessary for the knowledge-worker and satelite
campuses we should attract; perhaps, numerous startups servicing a balance of
existing & new industries (eg alternative (& renewable) energy).  The pastoral &
pristine beauty are priceless assets, we should remain a destination, not a
waystation.

Aug 31, 2011 3:48 PM

114 We need to develop more green energy public transportation, such as hybrid
buses that have rural routes.  Roads need to be improved along with this option.
Improving railways is a great idea but not practical for our area.

Aug 31, 2011 2:52 PM

115 Railroad service, especially passenger, is a need. Aug 31, 2011 1:36 PM

116 I think that the road system is good but we could use better sewage treatment
options and air services. Setting up a regional treatment plant for fracking
material which can then be used latter on for another business might be helpful.
Electricity is expensive in NY, make it attractive for businesses to stay. Turbine
wind generation could provide jobs and low cost energy.

Aug 31, 2011 10:38 AM

117 Particularly with the lack of investment in infrastructure as a tour of the area does
not necessarily spark interest in those from out of town to move in. Also, the
limited number of flights to major hubs throughout the country that are available
throughout the Southern Tier and even Syracuse limits access for businesses to
bring people into the area -- generally we leave to go to them.

Aug 31, 2011 10:30 AM

118 All of these problems can be addressed when tax dollars begin to roll in from
drilling. Services can be added, roads can be repaired,sewage treatment plants

Aug 31, 2011 9:51 AM
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added,etc. This is what the United States/ New York needs in order to start the
economic engine going. Its a no brainer here Mr. and Mrs. Politician, progress
must proceed, with the safety regulations in place and the proper oversight of
each well(more jobs). we can accomplish many goals. Getting off the OPEC
bottle, creating thousands of " New" jobs, keeping the money here, cleaner air
for our children.

119 Excessive environmental regulations and high tax burden in NYS prevent
economical development of identified infrastructure

Aug 31, 2011 8:52 AM

120 I do believe this is and will continue to be an issue for our area. This rural
atmosphere is also one of our greatest assets.

Aug 31, 2011 6:31 AM

121 specifically in lack of rail service Aug 31, 2011 12:57 AM

122 What is needed is high speed rail service to NYC, PHL, and Washington. Aug 30, 2011 10:02 PM

123 In Tompkins County the above issues, which might adversely affect economic
development, are also what gives TC it's unique character.

Aug 30, 2011 6:15 PM

124 Energy efficiency of all sectors should be a center-post for the plan. We CAN
craft a regionally sustainable energy future, if we weave it into all aspects of our
life and work.

Aug 30, 2011 3:57 PM

125 Lack of light rail is a great obstacle for reducing high car usage in certain areas. Aug 30, 2011 2:55 PM

126 especially "dependable flights to major hubs" Aug 30, 2011 2:38 PM

127 The lack of high speed rail, and under-investment in public transit have forced
car dependency on citizens. Rail connections between metro areas need
improvement, and transit within metro areas must be enhanced so that private
autos are not required. By no means should watershed regulations be relaxed...
they need to be stronger. Investment in energy grid, renewable energy and
telecommunications is definitely needed to keep business competitive.

Aug 30, 2011 1:53 PM

128 Industry expects substantial infrastructure development as a condition of
relocating; without that, we aren't even a site for possible consideration.

Aug 30, 2011 1:14 PM

129 I dont see where we need a rail service.  The only thing is are roads are in
terrible shape.

Aug 30, 2011 10:03 AM

130 High priority - rural access to broadband internet. Medium priority - sewage
treatment for cluster housing Low priority - rail service. VERY low priority - air
transportation. Consolidate Binghamton, Ithaca, Elmira air ports.

Aug 30, 2011 9:41 AM

131 Construction of infrastructure is the only sure-fire way to stimulate the local
economy.  The items produced will last a lifetime, and the salaries paid to
workers will be spent locally - a Win-Win situation.

Aug 29, 2011 9:17 PM

132 We do not have a sustainable infrastructure. We create new without thinking
about how to maintain current.  The economy is just adding to the problem.

Aug 29, 2011 4:50 PM

133 travel too and from Boston is tricky.  Also, because Ithaca, Elmira, and
Binghamton airport flights are so much more expensive, our company almost

Aug 29, 2011 4:43 PM



31 of 681

Page 3, Q1.  <b>Infrastructure/Transportation.</b>  This includes lack of rail service; dependable flights to major
hubs; not on thruway corridor; lack of sewage treatment capacity; lack of widespread affordable broadband;
age/lack of investment in infrastructure; watershed regulations; Susquehanna River Basi...

always drives to Syracuse for flights, and sometimes Rochester.  The Cornell to
NYC bus makes New York easily accessible.  Better bus service to Boston might
work better then plane service.

134 I feel the sewage plant needs an overhaul to benefit the triple cities.  DEC
monitors watershed and River basin and they do a good job.  There is no need
for more internet or public transportation services.  This would only raise taxes.

Aug 29, 2011 2:12 PM

135 Young people raised here, go to school here, and then leave. We need ways to
retain them.

Aug 29, 2011 1:23 PM

136 developing high speed rail systems across the state to increase the tourism,
protect ALL of NYS watersheds by banning any industrial methane gas
developmentment, increase, substantially the tax breaks and rebates for
homeowners and small businesses that can become power independent.
Enhance energy grids by utilizing wind farms, geothermal, solar and hydro
power. Expand public transit to include rentals of small electrically charged
vehicles in cities powered by solar. high speed internet is a no brainer. Using
methane(natural gas) to replace any fossil fuel is a step in the very wrong
direction. Gas extraction via horizontal fracking will be the nail in NYS's
coffin...the final one.

Aug 29, 2011 11:32 AM

137 lack of rail service and spotty airline coverage rank at the top of the problem list. Aug 29, 2011 9:45 AM

138 But it costs money to improve these things - and without a revenue increase
(gasp! taxes!) the money will not fall from above to do any of it.

Aug 29, 2011 8:21 AM

139 More green spaces do not cut it. need to invest significantly in aged
infrastructure

Aug 29, 2011 8:15 AM

140 You should not lump all of these types of infrastructure into one question since
people would hold highly variable opinions as to WHICH specific infrastructure
issues are barriers.

Aug 29, 2011 12:31 AM

141 lack of rail service to NYC and DC is obstacle for certain types of economics Aug 28, 2011 10:09 PM

142 The quality of infrastructure is the base requirement for a successful business
atmosphere.

Aug 28, 2011 9:55 PM

143 We have high speed internet Aug 28, 2011 9:42 PM

144 Lack  of watershed regulations, in particular, the risk of water contamination due
to hydrofracking, will have an extremely adverse effect on economic
development in the Southern Tier. If the water and air are polluted, farms,
vineyards, and homes will become worthless.

Aug 28, 2011 9:28 PM

145 How about wording these questions in a positive way?  All of these items, when
addressed, would positively affect our area.  They'd create jobs, help up grow
and protect our natural resources.

Aug 28, 2011 8:18 PM

146 If we had any Industry to stop the "outflow" of our young people seeking jobs in
other States,we would generate enough taxable income to take care of all items
in Infrastucture/Transportation.

Aug 28, 2011 4:50 PM
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147 Infrastructure/Transportation is NOT a problem, high taxes, government
regulations, and in some cases union pay and benefits are the problem.

Aug 28, 2011 3:02 PM

148 Lack of HS internet is a major obstacle in economic development Aug 28, 2011 2:32 PM

149 WE are an aging community and no influx of funds to upgrade our infrastructure,
we are watchng a dying area versus high growth. This detracts from our
desirability.

Aug 28, 2011 12:10 PM

150 However, Binghamton is at the intersection of major interstates: I-86, I-81 and I-
88. We need to talk this up to prospective businesses.  High-speed rail has been
discussed. This would allow for me to do more business in NYC. And possibly
more people in the NYC area would choose to live here. Just having easy
access to NYC via rail could make Binghamton a very desirable place to live,
especially for the younger people.

Aug 28, 2011 12:02 PM

151 Major issues:1) At least a high-speed corridor to Binghamton airport (curent
Airport Road is congested, esp. with schoolbusses). Perhaps the often-
discussed regional airport (Elmira, Ithaca, Binghamton) would help? 2) New
railroad bridges - look at the Front Street mishaps this year! 3) Better I-88/I-81
interchange - who decided you can't get from southbound I-81 to I-88 without
getting off, getting back on northbound I-81, then getting to I-88?? 4) (related) -
Get the I-86 project going through Binghamton ASAP!!

Aug 28, 2011 11:54 AM

152 These probably do affect economic growth but I have to say I enjoy living in a
rural area.  Some of the things we lack are made up for in fact that our area is
not highly congested and crowded.

Aug 28, 2011 11:13 AM

153 lack of rail service-yes; lack of dependable flights to major hubs-yes; don't know
what watershed regulations refers to, but let's be sure to protect our watersheds
and lakefront while we engage in responsible, well-planned development; local
public transportation, while adequate, could be so much better.

Aug 28, 2011 9:54 AM

154 we are over regulated now .  some parts of the above statement I agree with rail
sevice,flights,broadband,high speed internet,investment in infrastructure.

Aug 28, 2011 5:59 AM

155 Primarily lack of Industrial Land, Sewage Treatment Capacity, and Natural Gas
Drilling.

Aug 27, 2011 11:24 PM

156 This is a must, doing business in the southern tier is so frustrating because of
the lack of the things you listed above.

Aug 27, 2011 10:14 PM

157 wrong Aug 27, 2011 7:42 PM

158 We don't need more regulations (see below!!!!!!) Money needs to be spent
smarter so that roads last longer... and btw, we shouldn't be bringing in
contractors from out of state to work on state roadways and other state projects.
Employ our people first. And stop the stupid wage rates that you use. No
contractor I've ever worked with ever pays their employees those rates, except
when they land a "CUSHY" state job. Improve roadways and railways..yes! the
rest is not that highly important to the rest of the community. We can get by
without the excessive regulation and 'free/cheap' internet access.

Aug 27, 2011 5:01 PM

159 This survey is poorly constructed because it groups together a variety of items Aug 27, 2011 4:37 PM
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and asks the respondent to agree/disagree. I will skip the agree/disagree and
just use the textboxes. I urge you to ignore the agree/disagree in your analysis,
as you have no way of knowing what "agree" or "disagree" means for each
question.  Also, many of the items are vague, unclear, or themselves encompass
a variety of different things. I'll do the best I can.  A agree with      lack of
widespread affordable broadband;      age/lack of investment in infrastructure  I
strongly disagree with      watershed regulations;      Susquehanna River Basin
TMDL

160 We have an interstate road corridor, poor airports, need more infrastructure
investment.

Aug 27, 2011 3:05 PM

161 I agree with some and disagree with some.  I do believe that being a kind of
"backwater" region is actually an asset in many ways.  If ALL the services you
list were state-of-the-art, the region would not be what it is -- a unique, liveable,
bucolic community.  There's a cost associated with all these services, and i think
too many people don't take this into account.

Aug 27, 2011 3:03 PM

162 Answer limited to watershed regulations only. Other variables "Strongly
Disagree"

Aug 27, 2011 2:37 PM

163 While of course these could be improved, I don't think it is a major obstacle to
development.

Aug 27, 2011 9:56 AM

164 Investment in infrastructure is highest on my list followed by dependable flight
service then affordable internet service

Aug 27, 2011 8:12 AM

165 Lack of rail service is the only item in the list which I believe hinders economic
development here.

Aug 27, 2011 7:49 AM

166 The biggest impediment to the area is lack of effective transport for goods
produced.

Aug 27, 2011 7:42 AM

167 Development of the rail service would be a great service to the area. Aug 26, 2011 11:52 PM

168 Rail service!!! Aug 26, 2011 10:49 PM

169 PUBLIC : PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS AND LOCAL COLLEGE MEDIA
COVERAGE FOR THE PUBLIC WOULD BE A BIG BOOST TOWARD
MEANINGFUL CHANGE FROM THE STATUS QUO.

Aug 26, 2011 10:16 PM

170 tax the rich and corporations. Aug 26, 2011 9:49 PM

171 leave out yhe Susqueanna river basin Aug 26, 2011 9:43 PM

172 We still drive to Philly, NY City, and Albany and in that order for dependable air
service

Aug 26, 2011 9:37 PM

173 When the passenger train service to Binghamton and stopping in Deposit on the
Delaware was discontinued, our small town's economic base was eroded due to
a decline in tourism.  Beautiful turn of the century hotels lost cliental and closed.
The few that are left are struggling.  There are two left on Oquaga Lake, Scott's
Hotel and Chestnut Inn.  These hotels are treasures and should be preserved.

Aug 26, 2011 8:30 PM
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174 Our lower density population has suffered neglect ever since the influential
Senators Anderson and Rappelyea "retired."  I do not know what SRBC's TMDL
standards are but they seem way more concerned about golf courses and
generating revenue that protecting our public and private unfiltered water
supplies.

Aug 26, 2011 8:00 PM

175 Too much Government Aug 26, 2011 7:43 PM

176 TMDL standards have the potential to negatively impact an industry (agriculture)
that is already ahead of other states in compliance with nutrient management
planning and clean water.

Aug 26, 2011 7:23 PM

177 You have not listed the most important issue that negatively impacts the
Southern Tier economic INFRASTRUCTURE development - Hydrofracking. All
documented indications from the 34 states that fracking has occurred, the boom-
bust economic issue heavily devastates an area.

Aug 26, 2011 4:44 PM

178 I'm not sure all of these are big issues but overall poor connectivity and the low
investment in infrastructure are a problem.

Aug 26, 2011 3:53 PM

179 Watersheds are seriously endangered by fracking activity. We don't have any
conclusive evidence that fracking is totally safe. There have been accident and
polluted wells in Pennsylvania.

Aug 26, 2011 3:51 PM

180 Still hoping for rail service. Aug 26, 2011 3:39 PM

181 I see lack of rail service and aging infrastructure in particular as seriously
interfering with economic development.

Aug 26, 2011 3:27 PM

182 Birdges need replacement, Susquehanna River Basin has too many standards
already.  Broadband would be nice.

Aug 26, 2011 2:31 PM

183 This is a poorly worded and confusing question.  You ask "to what degree," but
don't give a statement to agree or disagree with.  The question isn't even a
complete sentence.

Aug 26, 2011 2:31 PM

184 Natural gas development should be allowed to increase our local energy supply
and to create economic benefits.

Aug 26, 2011 2:17 PM

185 Wow. What a mish mash of issues. I agree that some are obstacles to economic
development and others are not. The survey form does not allow for any
distinction. I don't see how any strategic effort can be successful if it proposes to
treat all of these issues equally in some way.

Aug 26, 2011 1:56 PM

186 I think we need to vastly improve existing infrastructure before adding more.
Particularly with roads and bridges, let's improve the ones we have before
building more.  The energy grid is outdated, we need to improve that
considerably.  Broadband should be available everywhere, particularly rural
areas where it is currently non-existant.

Aug 26, 2011 1:48 PM

187 I feel our major focus for transportation needs to be rail service to every
community.  as fossil fuels get more expensive, an electric rail system and
improved electrical grid will be critical to freight and passenger service.

Aug 26, 2011 1:05 PM
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188 This has no bearing on any kind of economic development.  Internet access can
be obtained.  Septic systems are better for the environment then sewage plants.
Mass transit down state is a liability not an asset.

Aug 26, 2011 12:37 PM

189 I think all planning must take into account that we are entering a future of
devastating climate change which demands a culture of low energy production &
use - CONSERVATION FIRST -based on sustainable practice. therefore or rail &
public transportation-yes, internet services-yes, watershed regulation-yes,
investment in aging infrastructure-yes; but more planes-no, more highways-no,
more energy grid capacity-no.

Aug 26, 2011 12:18 PM

190 Many business owners and local governments are not aware of the financial
incentives available thru NYS i.e. NYSERDA for energy efficient equipment and
studies. Even UHS and Lourdes hospitals do not participate in NYSERDA
Programs to benefit from these financial incentives..

Aug 26, 2011 11:58 AM

191 While I strongly agree with the statement I don't want to sacrifice water shed
regulations for development. Water sustains everything.

Aug 26, 2011 11:55 AM

192 Finalize the SGEIS and start allowing hydrofracking / drilling. into the Utica and
Marcellus.

Aug 26, 2011 11:48 AM

193 This is an unanswerable question.  You've got "watershed regulations" and
"Susquehanna River Basin TMDL" in under "Infrastructure/Transportation," when
they're actually matters of (as the first name suggests), regulation.  What if a
respondent thinks that watershed and TMDL regulation are both more or less
OK, whereas the actual infrastructure/transportation issues are actually serious?

Aug 26, 2011 11:15 AM

194 Our interstate highway system is one of our assets not a weekness.  We do have
affordible broadband and high speed internet.  We have excess energy grid
capacity and more fresh water and public transportation then we need.

Aug 26, 2011 11:04 AM

195 Lack of railroad, lack of natural gas infrastructure, over-regulations in the
watersheds, etc. are major issues affecting the future of our region.

Aug 26, 2011 10:51 AM

196 Very poor question design.  Only a lawyer could follow the whole thing through. Aug 26, 2011 10:28 AM

197 Public transportation would be a definite asset for the large numbers of college
students and young professionals moving into urban centers such as
Binghamton who need to not only commute to a central campus, but also
decrease the use of vehicles on a transportation infrastructure never meant to
handle the amount of usage. Infrastructure that has been allowed to deteriorate,
which could be used for other purposes - whether it is mixed use buildings, re-
use for value-added agricultural enterprises or small business incubators is
greatly needed.

Aug 26, 2011 10:18 AM

198 The list is internally inconsistent. Some items are liabilities, such as limited rail
service. Others are good parameters for identifying and shaping development
projects, such as watershed regulations.

Aug 26, 2011 10:02 AM

199 Public transportation options needed, better access to internet needed; MORE
STRINGENT protections for watersheds NEEDED

Aug 26, 2011 10:00 AM

200 Use the funding to train inspectors for DEC for enforcement and review of Aug 26, 2011 9:58 AM
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natural gas drilling. Also use funding to train natural gas workers, I.e. CDL,
welding, equipment operators, etc to put our southern ties people back to work in
the natural gas industry.

201 worked for railroad for 5 years. high speed rail service to this area is a waste of
money.

Aug 26, 2011 9:54 AM

202 There are several places that don't have cell phone or wireless reception
available. For example, Andes, Bovina, Bloomville, and South Kortright, NY. This
limits my connection to business calls while Im traveling on a daily basis. I
operate a construction and painting business with 40 full time people. Often they
have a question on a job,  but are unable to pick up the phone for a quick
question. They must drive sometimes up to an hour for cell service. This is huge
when guys are paid by the hour and five of them stand around waiting for the
problem to be solved its the difference of a profit in most cases. Or if I need
tocontact, the home owner, to address a hidden problem, before I can contact
them, I need to drive to cell phone service.

Aug 26, 2011 9:40 AM

203 Some of the items listed are, indeed, obstacles (such as limited rail service).
Others, like watershed regulations, are worthwhile parameters for identifying and
shaping development.

Aug 26, 2011 9:39 AM

204 HIGH TAXES ON LOCAL BUSINESSES!! Businesses are leaving NYS mainly
for this reason.

Aug 26, 2011 9:37 AM

205 We're so far behind the times, many visitors I have from other States can't
believe this is NYS!

Aug 26, 2011 9:29 AM

206 Very poorly worded Aug 26, 2011 9:28 AM

207 We have all above services with the exception of dependable flights which will
expand as soon as the natural gas is developed.

Aug 26, 2011 9:23 AM

208 1. Need to complete I-86 (will be as beneficial as "Thruway corridor"). 2. More
flight connections, esp. to NYC area. 3. Regionalize 3 airports (combine BGM,
Elmira, and Ithaca) to 1. 4. Forget passenger rail and focus on buses.

Aug 26, 2011 8:51 AM

209 Strongly agree in rail systems,and to rework levy system against our major
yearly destruction from flooding.

Aug 26, 2011 8:40 AM

210 Also a business friendly regulatory agency that does not put unessary
burdensome regulations in direct conflict with business development.

Aug 26, 2011 8:38 AM

211 This will be a great time to improve all the above for the residents of the area...
The influx of gas money should allow this to be done ...

Aug 26, 2011 8:12 AM

212 Many bridges were closed due to age/lack of investment in infrastructure, also
especially for several two lane highways that need an improvement such as four
lane traffic expansion that safely allows passing slow utility/agricultural vehicles
especially at state highway 8 in Otsego County. It means a lot to those who has
to report to work on time in such city as Binghamton, Sidney, etc.

Aug 26, 2011 8:10 AM

213 strongly agree that watershed regulations and TDML standards adversely affect
economic development

Aug 26, 2011 7:55 AM
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214 We should be taking advantage of the natural gas reserves we have at our
disposal. We need to do this in a responsible way to protect environment and
persons, as they have been able to do in other parts of the country.

Aug 26, 2011 7:39 AM

215 The largest you didn't mention, the moveout of major employers Aug 26, 2011 7:27 AM

216 The Susquehanna is so dirty you can't eat the fish ! It really needs to be cleaned!
And the roads and bridges need to be replaced or repaired more.Both will also
create much needed jobs and will also put more money into our economy via
shopping for food ,rooms for workers,people able to pay property taxes on their
homes ,just to name a few .

Aug 26, 2011 7:07 AM

217 I do not think those items are holding us back. The sewage treatment capacity
may be a problem. In terms of transportation I think we should encurage natural
gas filling stations for cars and trucks because of our natural gas resources.

Aug 26, 2011 7:04 AM

218 High speed internet access is critical for small business owners & should be
included in a strategic plan for rural residents to have this.

Aug 25, 2011 9:31 PM

219 we need to build our community through better railway services, and natural gas
developement. A lot is being said based on mis-information against natural gas
and our community leaders need to look into PA just to see the economical
impact we are missing out on

Aug 25, 2011 9:30 PM

220 Invest in Natural Gas Infrastructure, The industry will do it all and our coal fired
electric plants must be converted ASAP. Cleaner, low cost energy will result
addressing many enviormental concerns. Many of the issues noted in this
question have little real effect on growing our local economy. Sewage treatment
is a major cost and performance issue in Binghamton. If the new plant, when
constructed is designed and funded considering selling the processed water to
the Nat Gas industry a significant portion of the plant cost will be offset by the
revenue generated. Act or amother opportunity will be lost for our area!

Aug 25, 2011 9:12 PM

221 for the most part these services are available and adequate for the present
industry, etc and could be updated for future development.

Aug 25, 2011 8:56 PM

222 This is a hodgepodge of several non-related issues. Suggest one question for
related issues.

Aug 25, 2011 5:48 PM

223 The infrastructure is on par with any community of our size in the North East.
This is not what is limiting economic growth.

Aug 25, 2011 5:45 PM

224 Am thinking that this is especially hard for low-wage workers and otherwise poor
and working class people.

Aug 25, 2011 5:40 PM

225 I would argue that, with the possible exception of public transit (which is neither
strong nor terrible), the region has all of these infrastructure requirements in
place.

Aug 25, 2011 5:22 PM

226 we over regulate everything..nobody would dream of doing anything in NY
because of the regulation/taxes and unfriendly business

Aug 25, 2011 4:26 PM

227 Affordable broadband and high speed internet in out lying areas Aug 25, 2011 2:48 PM
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228 Lack of high speed internet, especially, affects small towns like mine, Otego in
Otsego County.  As Time Warner, the only game in town, *not* providing
adequate service opportunities to run a home-based business and/or
telecommute are nonexistent.  Better cell phone coverage would help, too.

Aug 25, 2011 2:28 PM

229 Rail service would be a huge boon for the area, and is definitely keeping us from
having some of the advantages that Albany, Syracuse, Rochester and Buffalo
enjoy.  However, the airport service is excellent, and broadband service is
better/less expensive than in many cities.

Aug 25, 2011 1:34 PM

230 this only supports the established economic paradigm, there is so much more to
building a strong economy than traditional job creation and infrastructure
development

Aug 25, 2011 12:50 PM

231 The thruway corridor is not a problem but access to airplane flights is.  A
dependable train to New York City, even just to Port Authority, can solve a lot of
problems.

Aug 25, 2011 12:06 PM

232 This needs to be fixed! Aug 25, 2011 12:05 PM

233 Many of our cities and rural villages have sewer and water facilities that are
beyond their useful life and cause disruptions and expensive repairs that drag on
public services. Access to reliable cellular service is also a problem, especially in
NY's smaller cities and rural areas, where there are possibly no or only one
carrier that provides service reliably.

Aug 25, 2011 11:44 AM

234 I agree with some of the infrastructure concerns - better Internet access allows
for more job opportunities in rural areas, and investment in complete streets and
water infrastructure is very important.  However, I believe that strong watershed
regulations and TMDL standards are critical to drinking water quality and actually
can be job creating rather than destroying when the right incentives and support
systems are in place.  I also think that increased energy efficiency incentives can
lead to remarkable job opportunities for the region and can help alleviate energy
grid issues.  And as someone who flies regularly for work and vacation, I do not
have any complaints for the air service the region provides - it is impressive
considering the population size of the region.

Aug 25, 2011 11:30 AM

235 Your question is conflicting.  Infrastructure is fine as long as it is maintained.  It is
the watershed regulations which are will limit and discourage development in our
area.  It takes months to get state approval for anything.

Aug 25, 2011 10:44 AM

236 Especially lack of rail and air connections and of high speed internet in many
areas.

Aug 25, 2011 9:58 AM

237 Rt 88 is a good connection between Binghamton and Albany (Thruway). The
same type Hwy should be built To Rts. 81 and 88 from different parts of our area
to more effectively utilize these connections. Also, expand Binghamton Airport.

Aug 25, 2011 9:39 AM

238 1. Watershed regulations need to be stronger. 2. True infrastructure needs
should receive priority. Money-wasting projects such as recreational trails that
use transportation money should be stopped. Bike lanes should be emphasized
instead. 3. Better bus service is needed, including more attractive buses and
greater availability in rural areas.

Aug 25, 2011 9:02 AM
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239 We have rail service, we have decent roads.  Watershed regs and TDML
standards are likely to increase and thereby increase the costs to business. Gas
development ie low energy cost would be a positive for the area.

Aug 25, 2011 8:12 AM

240 The private sector will advance with the industry Aug 25, 2011 7:33 AM

241 Badly worded question.  You ask, "to what degree", and then ask us to agree to
a statement.  One of the other, please.

Aug 25, 2011 7:22 AM

242 getting passenger rail service is a must! Aug 25, 2011 12:15 AM

243 The infrastructure of the Southern Tier needs to be oriented towards renewable
energy and the infrastructure need to develop renewable energy systems.

Aug 24, 2011 11:00 PM

244 I believe over regulation plays a large part in the obstacles for economic
development.  Many towns fight the first sign on industry moving in to an area.

Aug 24, 2011 10:32 PM

245 Most of the items listed may adversely affect economic development, however,
watershed regulations and Susquehanna River Basin TMDL standards DO NOT
adversely affect economic development, they help to keep the Southern Tier's
population PROTECTED. Who would want to live without clean water? No one.

Aug 24, 2011 10:31 PM

246 More than new a need for new facilities is the necessity to keep in good repair
what already exists.

Aug 24, 2011 8:25 PM

247 drill a gas well bring a soldier home Aug 24, 2011 8:04 PM

248 Our watersheds - all 17 in NYS deserve the vital and EQUAL protection that
Governor Cuomo is willing to 'afford' only 2 watersheds - NYC and Syracuse.
His lack of grasping the connection with farm programs and REAL sustainable
leadership in our state - will fail us all.  Farming and Fracking DO NOT MIX.  Nor
do all the other viable industries - from Vineyards, Tourism, Wildlife - Outdoor
Pursuits and Historical locations.   Bring forth Renewables and retooling for
Green Jobs / Please, not the economic death that the gas extraction will bring to
our state; a boom to bust cycle that will destroy the integrity & resources of our
beautiful state.  As to sewage treatment plants - they are NOT capable of dealing
with the levels of chemicals / radioactive elements that are part of the gas
extractionindustry.  Why has our state even accepted any of these toxins which
lend to  cancer / or other debilitating health issues.  Read from TEDX - Dr. Theo
Colborn.  Read Sandra Steingraber, Raising Elijah or her many articles in Orion
magazine.  Get out and really talk with farmers from WY CO PA and elsewhere
in the country - for understanding how important it is to protect our prime
agricultural lands and forests. Make broad and unique changes in public
transportation - that bring the costs of riding it down and connects the use of
such as a means of lowering our gas consumption - coupled with real work on an
energy grid that is driven by Renewables : Wind Solar Geo-thermo.

Aug 24, 2011 6:31 PM

249 affordable broadband and high speed internet is needed for business operations Aug 24, 2011 5:08 PM

250 this question is far too broad to be able to answer effectively Aug 24, 2011 3:58 PM

251 Utilize the canal system to move salt from upstate to downstate. It would remove
thousands of trucks that damage our roads. Use rail or barges to move garbage
from nyc to upstate landfills

Aug 24, 2011 3:26 PM
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252 Top 3: dependable flights to major hubs Susquehanna River Basin TMDL
standards lack of widespread affordable broadband

Aug 24, 2011 2:52 PM

253 I don't think it's possible to answer this question as written- putting watershed
regulations and high speed internet in the same question??

Aug 24, 2011 2:41 PM

254 Lack of rail service and flights are a problem, especially in that we are cut off
from NYC other than by car or bus. Not being on the thruway is not an issue in
that we have access to other major highways, like 81 and 86/17. We need better
internet access, especially in the rural areas, both so that people can live in a
rural setting while working remotely via the internet and also to increase
educational opportunities, such as distance learning. The infrastructure,
including sewage treatment, definitely needs upgrading and stands in the way of
both economic development and quality of life. Upgrading it also creates jobs, so
improving it is a win/win. Increasing public transportation is also something we
need to do, as it is almost impossible to live in our rural or even suburban areas
without a car. The energy grid does need upgrading to modern smart grid
standards, which will benefit everyone and create jobs. Watershed regulations
and TMDL standards are necessary to sustain our environment. We need to be
very careful in how we choose to develop our area so that we don't degrade our
rivers and lands, as these are vital to public health and well-being, as well as to
our agriculture and tourism industries. Additionally, we have wildlife and plants
that need to be preserved.

Aug 24, 2011 2:22 PM

255 The items listed are obstacles to industrial/manufacturing areas.  Some such as
watershed and Susq River Basin contribute to Natural Resource stewardship
and help areas such as the tourism industry.

Aug 24, 2011 1:12 PM

256 Much of the constructed infrastructure has past it's life expectancy.  We need to
invest in the infrastructure in order to provide adequate resources to businesses
that are here and to entice new business to the area.

Aug 24, 2011 1:10 PM

257 This is impossible to answer when i agree on one issue and disagree on
another.

Aug 24, 2011 1:08 PM

258 The infrastructrue that does exist puts Delaware County at a disadvantage in
terms of creating large numbers of jobs and hence our ability to acquire any of
the $200 million.  It will go to large population centers with good infrastructure.
We are screwed one more time.

Aug 24, 2011 12:00 PM

259 Most of our region is rural with commutes to work by many residents of over 25
miles one-way and private transportation the only option.  This is a huge
obstacle to employment that pays under $14.00/hour.

Aug 24, 2011 11:15 AM

260 I believe the country as a whole needs to look at improving rail service and base
job growth on it.  I think it is an area that we have really fallen behind on .

Aug 24, 2011 10:38 AM

261 Enhance travel and tourism opportunities to entice travelers to visit New York
State by improving the travel infrastructure, including signage. Examples include
US Route 20 and the Erie Canal corridors. Do not place GPS in vehicles to track
road usage for taxes.

Aug 24, 2011 10:35 AM

262 It is not so much a lack of services as it is in developing appropriate
infrastructure to support the unique nature of the Southern Tier region.  Or any

Aug 24, 2011 10:34 AM
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region, for that matter.  Most important, is to focus on new, innovative ways at
looking at infrastructure, including transportation.  First, a look at existing
residents, businesses, industry, and other economical activity, including the
environment is used as a starting point.   Then a plan must be in developed that
takes in a comprehensive look at all the regions’ planned development.  This
plan should be agreed upon by a vote of the residents of each area.
Immediately following, a feasibility study should be done to look at ways of
attaining the goals of the comprehensive plan for the region.  Energy
consumption analysis, as it exists currently, and options for lowering this
consumption as well as tying in alternative energy sources should be presented.
This may look like energy hubs that support specific regions with planned growth
that would be limited by the level of education of it’s residents and by the plan for
the region as it pertains to industry, business, tourism, agriculture, hunting,
fishing, etc.  These hubs of energy would include planned growth at a certain
level and top out for each region.  People would gravitate to regions or hubs that
support their life style, schools and work requirements.  Not every region would
offer the same opportunities and growth

263 Your question is wrong.  You ask "to what degree" and have a check off of
strongly agree... or you need to make a statement to which one can agree....

Aug 24, 2011 10:26 AM

264 Some like high speed internet & affordable broadband are being addressed by a
private/ public partnership and can be done.others like rail, infrastructure and the
grid will take sustained longer term but we should & can develop a
implementation plan and begin.

Aug 24, 2011 10:06 AM

265 This question includes too many variables to be meaningful. Questionnaires
should have fewer dimensions per question. For example: I think lack of rail
service is more important than flights as a lack, but this cannot be easily
determined from the question wording.

Aug 24, 2011 10:01 AM

266 economic development could be to welcome back the farming comunitee. None
of these would get that done.

Aug 24, 2011 9:59 AM

267 Much of our existing shared infrastructure is crumbling, patchy or not developed
in a strategic manner which supports resilient, productive and self-repairing
communities and regions. With the current economic crisis, justifying
investments in infrastructure is hard, yet more important than ever. We need to
articulate a clear and hopeful shared future, and how infrastructure investments
now will help us get there. These investments must not be based on vague
hopes for job creation through non-targeted public spending, but on a systems
perspective which see's infrastructure as both scaffolding and catalyst, building
long term capacity for innovative problem solving and self-provisioning by
citizens and communities. Information and communication systems/services that
support informed and fair decision making, innovation and collaboration will be
key to achieving these goals.

Aug 24, 2011 9:54 AM

268 I-86 development is dreadfully slow, I see this as an obstacle too. Aug 24, 2011 8:44 AM

269 Passenger rail service is severely lacking and would not only imrpove economic
developemnt and quality of life in teh Southern Tier, it would allow for affordable
connectivity of people of other regions in an environmentally friendly way.

Aug 24, 2011 7:40 AM

270 The rural nature of much of our county (Chenango) makes the infrastructure Aug 24, 2011 7:31 AM
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issue particularly important.

271 The Rt 12 corrador great impact comm. in the region between I-81 and I-88.
NYSDOT has stone walled route improvements for over 25 yrs. If this region is
going competeing for new businesses, the lack of trans. routes is a major
negitive rating in the site selection.

Aug 24, 2011 5:10 AM

272 Sewage treatment plants are adequate if not called upon to process hazardous
waste from fracking; infrastructure (roads) are continually being
maintained/repaired and are adequate if not called upon to carry multitudes of
trucks from fracking; watershed regulations protect us all; grid capacity does not
seem to be an issue; more public transportation would be a boon; high speed
internet is expanding already.

Aug 24, 2011 12:30 AM

273 In my opinion, access to and from the area is not an issue.  However, the fact
that we have some major routes, like state roads that run directly through small
towns and/or villages and through residential areas is a concern.  Additionally,
the threat of gas drilling creating bottle necks and safety issues is a deterrent to
growth.

Aug 23, 2011 9:00 PM

274 Broadband for rural communities is important.  Public transportation is limited
and there needs to better coordination of existing transportation assets, mobility
management services, etc.

Aug 23, 2011 7:15 PM

275 lack of sewage treatment, watershed regs, TMDL surely outweigh the other
considerations listed.

Aug 23, 2011 6:03 PM

276 Rail is never on time.  Flights very expensive from all upstate venues.  I'd love to
pay /kwat what CA's residents were up in arms for!

Aug 23, 2011 5:36 PM

277 High speed internet and improved rail service (commercial) are critical. Aug 23, 2011 4:59 PM

278 Flights are okay, but absence of rail service is a problem. Lack of public
transportation is a serious problem.

Aug 23, 2011 4:38 PM

279 Specifically lacking are reliable mass transit in addition to no passenger rail
service and lack of air service, and age/lack of investment in infrastructure

Aug 23, 2011 4:29 PM

280 The strong existing industries in the Southern Tier must continue to be supported
and encouraged.  These include, in particular, agriculture, organic farming,
tourism, hunting, fishing and river recreation. Heavy industry must be
discouraged as it would negatively impact our existing industries and destroy the
ambiance of the area.

Aug 23, 2011 3:50 PM

281 Passenger rail service desirable; increased green public transport.  Watershed
regulations critical in view of possible Marcellus Shale gas play development.

Aug 23, 2011 2:43 PM

282 Not so sure lack of broadband, lack of high speed internet, or gaps in public
transporation is an obstacle to development as a whole. Also, does rail service
refer to passenger and/or frieght? However, I strongly would agree that lack of
dependable fligts, water/sewage treatment capacity, watershed regulations, and
energy cost are more apparent issues

Aug 23, 2011 2:32 PM

283 Strong watershed regulations,and SRB standards are important to maintain and Aug 23, 2011 2:06 PM



43 of 681

Page 3, Q1.  <b>Infrastructure/Transportation.</b>  This includes lack of rail service; dependable flights to major
hubs; not on thruway corridor; lack of sewage treatment capacity; lack of widespread affordable broadband;
age/lack of investment in infrastructure; watershed regulations; Susquehanna River Basi...

are NOT obstacles and should NOT be lumped in here!  Broadband and public
transporttaion are obstacles

284 The infrastructure in this are is in need of repair. The main thru-roads (ie Rte 28)
is full of pot-holes and shoulders that are in need of work. The lack a major form
of public transportation also inhibits the population that might not have
accessability toa car from seeking and then re-locating to this area. The over-
involvelemtn of the DEC/DEP in our day-to-day lives is and has become more
difficult. It seems as though those entities want to cotrol all of the availiable
developable land in this area without directly compensating the acquired areas
fairly!  They need to have a decreased "footprint" in this whole area!

Aug 23, 2011 2:06 PM

285 Delaware county future gowth is greatly influenced by the Watershed agreement
between NYC and Delaware County.  Any possible economic growth plan must
be able to work in conjunction with the guidelines set by the Memorandum of
Agreement

Aug 23, 2011 2:00 PM

286 We currently have a situation where a local businessw want to invest 40 million
back into their business creating new jobs and we are having issues with
sewage treatment capacity.

Aug 23, 2011 1:31 PM

287 How can one give one answer to such a question that involves so many issues? Aug 23, 2011 1:07 PM

288 We need to have greater emphasis on walking / cycling - friendly streets and
trails to enhance alternatives to fossil-fuel transportation and to retain tax-paying
citizens who appreciate a healthier environment.

Aug 23, 2011 12:45 PM

289 While issues related to environmental standards may present an obstacle to
development, this has a negative connotation. Funds should go toward an
integration of environmental planning and economic development, creating a
positive mutualistic interaction rather than an antagonistic one. Also, I would
include the issues of flooding. How can the infrastructure be better designed to
minimize this in the long run.

Aug 23, 2011 12:06 PM

290 Strongly feel we need more airline services.  Having been in the hospitality
business, one of the major complaints has always been that it is difficult to fly in
and out of Binghamton  Public Transportation..do we need the large buses would
jitney style buses be more cost efficient etc.  Hours of public transportation is an
issue with many who work as servers, housekeepers etc who cannot work
certain hours due to no bus service.  The Rail would also service as another
means of getting to the NYC or to Albany etc where ,much of the business
cliental are located that attend events in Binghamton Broome County

Aug 23, 2011 12:03 PM

291 There aren't enough central warehouses for the storage and redistribution of
agricultural products.  Additionally, there aren't enough processing facilities for
agricultural products in our region, resulting in land laying fallow, and farming not
being an attractive career.

Aug 23, 2011 12:03 PM

292 Increasing local production of electricity through wind, micro-hydro, and photo-
voltaic generation can help make us less dependent on a weak national grid.
This also protects our air quality, keeping the population healthier. Water is one
of our most important regional assets. Watershed regulations should protect
precious water from misuse/overuse/destruction by industry. Our agricultural
lands should be seen as valuable resources for food production, and protected

Aug 23, 2011 11:59 AM
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from increasing traffic due to trash hauling and hydrofracking.   The current road
system seems to be working fine - Routes 81, 88 and 86 are not overly busy and
allow for access to 'the outside world' from most points of our region. As a
vacation rental owner, I get requests from people who would like to use public
(or private commercial) transportation to Ithaca.  It is difficult to reach us by train
or to get to Ithaca if one flies into Syracuse and doesn't want to rent a car.  I
drive a woman to Syracuse for her medical care.  She has few other options,
since there are not many ways to get to Syracuse from Ithaca other than by
private car.  We don't need new or larger roads, but we could use a more flexible
and affordable transportation option between Syracuse and Ithaca.

293 I disagree that wtareshed regulations and SRBC requirements are obstacles;
they are actually insurance against future very expensive problems.

Aug 23, 2011 11:56 AM

294 Better air travel to major cities. Lower energy rates. Aug 23, 2011 11:51 AM

295 Flights in and out of the region are capricious beyond what could be expected
with the weather. Rail service would be great but it's been since the 50's that we
had rail. high speed internet is huge. The others are probably critical too, I just
don't know much about energy grid capacity.

Aug 23, 2011 11:38 AM

296 The broadband/internet options were redundant. I can't believe this is collegiate,
I would be ashamed to admit I either wrote or approved this survey. Including
watershed regulations with public transportation is disgusting. I can't answer this,
and have listed no opinion.

Aug 23, 2011 11:31 AM

297 The total disregard for the long-term welfare of this region as expressed by the
state's (Cuomo's) intent of allowing fracking in this area is appalling and clearly
demonstrates their (his) utter lack of any concern what-so-ever for the health or
future of the entire State of New York.

Aug 23, 2011 11:31 AM

298 rail service is the third rail, this has been studied to much.  imagine if the rail
service that was, was not supplanted by rubber tired vehicles.

Aug 23, 2011 11:27 AM

299 Infrastructure is an issue, but this items can be overcome with added economic
development leading to a broadened tax base.  One big item that could help
would be to develop a regional airport that would serve Elmira, Ithaca and
Binghamton rather than operate 3 small airports.

Aug 23, 2011 11:26 AM

300 Set guidelines (ideally for the entire region) for on-site stormwater management
using green infrastructure--- tackles many infrastructural issues concurrently:
sewage treatment capacity, aging  infrastructure, watershed regulations, TMDL
standards, plus allocating mroe green space, better trees + landscaping in urban
areas promotes economic development and sense of place.

Aug 23, 2011 11:16 AM

301 The failure to upgrade and extend broadband is a huge handicap to upstate. Aug 23, 2011 11:13 AM

302 Rail Service would be a tremendous asset as well as reliable flights. Aug 23, 2011 11:12 AM

303 I agree that our small Airports (Bing, Ithaca, Corning/Elmira) and our
Sewer/Water rates are an issue. The region would be much better served by a
larger regional airport centrally located between the 3. Being part of the
Chesapeake Bay Water Shed area will challenge future S/W rates for the
southern tier.

Aug 23, 2011 11:11 AM
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304 The watershed regulations and Susquehanna River Basin TMDL standards are
not nearly strict enough to protect the water and residents from toxic pollution
from fracking. If the EPA is going to exempt frackers form the Clean Water Act
and Safe Drinking Water Act then we on a local level need to strengthen our
regulations -- or better yet, ban heavy industrial use in rural, river, residential,
and   agricultural areas completely.

Aug 23, 2011 11:02 AM

305 This question mistakenly aggregates issues that are in no way related, so I will
be specific: We need rail service, sewage treatment capacity, widespread
affordable broadband and high speed internet, investment in infrastructure, and
improved public transportation. I am also in favor of strong environmental
regulations, including those adopted by the Susquehanna River Basin
Commission and the various watersheds.

Aug 23, 2011 11:01 AM

306 Difficult to answer as each item listed varies in degree as an "obstacle" to
economic development in the region.

Aug 23, 2011 10:40 AM

307 Item is too broad. Some elements (rail, watershed regulations) are necessary.
Others (energy grid capacity, flights) would extend unsustainable activities.

Aug 23, 2011 10:38 AM

308 There is a lot mixed into this list. Lack of public transport is quite different than a
vague reference watershed protections. One could be seen as an obstacle and
the other a protection of key economic resources.

Aug 23, 2011 10:33 AM

309 Above all, the main obstacle for growth in the Southern Tier is the taxes that are
forced upon small business owners and therefore affecting wages and benefits.

Aug 23, 2011 10:29 AM

310 These issues should be addressed separately and should not be lumped
together.  For example, lack of rail and internet service should be addressed
separately from watershed regulations. Rail and internet services should be
improved at the same time that watershed regulations are upheld. Doing all three
at the same time will positively impact economic development.

Aug 23, 2011 10:24 AM

311 The southern tier is ideally located in regard to transportation of goods and
services due to our highway systems. Rail service should be improved. We are
in serious need of sewage treatment and we need to begin the process of
building another facility and locate it so that it can serve present and newly
developed corporate parks. We also need to make big improvements to our
gateways, landscaping, road maintenance, etc. Downtown Binghamton should
be the central/heartbeat of the county but improvements need to be made in its
infrastructure, roads, vacant buildings, etc.

Aug 23, 2011 10:14 AM

312 without efficient infrastructure nothing can move freely in the economy. Aug 23, 2011 9:53 AM

313 I can see why other respondents find this question completely useless, for
instance I agree that a lack of rail service is an obstacle, but watershed
regulations are extremely important for long term, sustainable growth.

Aug 23, 2011 9:30 AM

314 we need a Green infrastructure initiative. Aug 23, 2011 9:24 AM

315 Route 12 must be improved Aug 23, 2011 9:23 AM

316 item too much of a grab bag. Envionmental items do not belong here. Aug 23, 2011 8:45 AM
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317 its jobs not NYSEG grid capacity Aug 23, 2011 8:36 AM

318 Too many issues to be addressed under the same question but I agree to some
of them

Aug 23, 2011 8:14 AM

319 rail, flights, may have a mild boost to the economy, stronger regulation, to protect
our air and water. keep our home worth visiting. and a safe place to live and farm
are most important.

Aug 23, 2011 8:10 AM

320 Our watersheds need protection from pollution by major industries such as shale
gas development, industrial agriculture and over burdened waste water
treatment plants. We should eliminate the threat of pollution from hydrofracking,
by banning it in our state. Focus on the development od sustainable energy
sources such as wind, water and solar. Affordable, reliable broadband would
allow for business opportunities in our rural communities.

Aug 23, 2011 7:45 AM

321 Obviously a mix of items to which few people would realistically dis/agree to all. Aug 23, 2011 6:22 AM

322 The question is poorly worded, both in content and grammatically. You write it as
though these are already obstacles, whereas I believe increasing these things
would make this a much worse place to live. A strong economy does not require
industrialization and development and growth. Small farms and small businesses
making enough money for people to earn a decent living would be just fine, and
for the most part, that's what we have. Increasing people would decrease quality
of life, and increasing most of these things would bring in more people--a huge
negative. More watershed regulation is one exception--we need more of that, as
well as better public transportation.

Aug 23, 2011 12:54 AM

323 Fracking will over extend our roads, poison our land (and perhaps us) and
destroy our property values. The short term income from the gas is not worth
destroying our quality of life.

Aug 22, 2011 11:20 PM

324 This is all related to our broadly distributed population --- which is also a reason
for being here.

Aug 22, 2011 9:54 PM

325 The aging infrastructure of the region will continue to deteriorate and make it
harder for subsequent development.

Aug 22, 2011 9:50 PM

326 If this is to say that we need to build our infrastructure to make our region more
conducive to poisoning our water via hydrofracking, this is an offensive
suppostion

Aug 22, 2011 9:44 PM

327 I strongly agree with a need for affordable rail. Aug 22, 2011 9:41 PM

328 RAIL SVC IS NOT VIABLE WITH SHRINKING POPULATION; HOWEVER, A
BUS SVC FROM BGM TO AMTRACK STA IN SYRACUSE WOULD BE AN
AVENUE TO PURSUE.

Aug 22, 2011 9:28 PM

329 We really lack a good mass transit system. Aug 22, 2011 9:26 PM

330 This is a queer question. What about watershed regulations...I would guess that
they are way too lenient. EG in Ithaca, the southern end of Cayuga Lake is
unusable because of farm runoff and 2 sewage treatment plants located there.
Energy grid is probably good enough if we just add more solar arrays to peoples

Aug 22, 2011 9:08 PM



47 of 681

Page 3, Q1.  <b>Infrastructure/Transportation.</b>  This includes lack of rail service; dependable flights to major
hubs; not on thruway corridor; lack of sewage treatment capacity; lack of widespread affordable broadband;
age/lack of investment in infrastructure; watershed regulations; Susquehanna River Basi...

homes. That would take care of any increased demands.

331 The above issues address the wrong topics  Transportation issues largely have
to do with a mismatch of housing not being produced in Tompkins County,
yielding an incommutation rate higher than any other place in the state except
NYC  As a major economic engine in the region, Tompkins County is the largest
county, by nearly 80,000 residents that is not served by a four lane highway.

Aug 22, 2011 8:56 PM

332 Rail Service is very key for development! To keep people in the area, to build, to
export,  to connect business with the city..

Aug 22, 2011 8:55 PM

333 I think a lack of affordable and extensive public transportation systems is a
problem economically because it promotes continued reliance on fossil fuels. We
need to stop using our vehicles so much.  Affordable broadband, especially in
outlying areas is an issue for people who are less well-heeled.  It contributes to
the widening divide between the wealthy and the middle-lower economic strata.

Aug 22, 2011 8:35 PM

334 1.  Making the "last mile" of broadband available to rural residents is essential.
2.   Not just sewage, but more importantly, we need assistance with municipal
water plants, and extensions.    3.  We need passenger rail interconnect from
Binghamton to Syracuse, with connection at Cortland.     4.  Air service needs to
hub back to Pittsburgh.  The hub at Philadelphia is dreaded by passengers and
suppresses ridership.

Aug 22, 2011 8:20 PM

335 This is true for some communities more than others. Aug 22, 2011 8:09 PM

336 Route 88 needs improvement. Aug 22, 2011 7:54 PM

337 Leave out watershed regulations, not on thruway corridor Aug 22, 2011 7:38 PM

338 rail service, sewage treatment, watershed regulations, susquehanna river basin,
public transportation services i believe are the most important to develop.

Aug 22, 2011 7:36 PM

339 Rail service will contiue to grow as is the need rises, The infrastructure is in bad
repair, the only solution that I see is for the state to take control of the natural
resources of the state and stop localities from irresponsible action that has a
direct adverse effect to society, The watershed in most of the area has been
terribly abused, flushing waters from the hillside subdivisons is causing radical
rises and lowering of the rivers and is a direct cause to the shrinking of the
aquifer.

Aug 22, 2011 7:17 PM

340 I live in Ithaca. Improved transportation would certainly make a difference but the
region thrived previously under the same challenges, so transportation is from
my perspective certainly an inconvenience but not a major deterrent to
development. Watershed regulations need to be strengthened rather than
weakened.

Aug 22, 2011 6:55 PM

341 We also lack a sufficient regional population and private economic base to
address sewage treatment and a few other essential infrastructure necessities
(let alone all the items on the above list) without tons of public money.
Meanwhile, parochialism, practical market share issues and contradictory public
policy stand as major barriers to developing regional cooperation, consensus
and identity.

Aug 22, 2011 6:23 PM
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342 Dilapidated and damaged urban infrastructure Aug 22, 2011 6:20 PM

343 This wording is rather unclear.  It asks "to what degree" but the responses are
not in "degrees".  There are too many complex "lacks" listed in one question to
reach any conclusions from the results.  Economic development is not defined
but is assumed to be all good.

Aug 22, 2011 6:11 PM

344 The deficiencies mentioned greatly affect economic development but a five year
strategic plan cannot greatly affect the deficiencies.  Don't get hung up on it.
Deficiencies will improve as a result of economic development.

Aug 22, 2011 5:40 PM

345 Upgrades of existing infrastructure are needed and new infrastructure to take
advantage of emerging technologies (e.g. high speed internet) and better
technologies for the future (e.g. rail service) are also needed.

Aug 22, 2011 5:27 PM

346 Poorly worded--LACK of good transportation and infrastructure adversely affect
economic development

Aug 22, 2011 5:18 PM

347 I'm glad we're not on the thruway corridor and I'm glad we have the water
protections we have.  We are not underserved by air transportation.  Broader
availability of broadband, FIOS, and high speed internet are the only thing on
this list I agree with.  We need to make the anti-fracking rules applied to Hudson
Valley also apply to Susquehanna River Basis to preserve our water.

Aug 22, 2011 4:57 PM

348 Sewage cost and control/oversight Issues incl. TMDL will continue to adversly
affectour ability to attract new businesses and grow.

Aug 22, 2011 4:26 PM

349 Lack of balanced,multi-modal approach to making transportation investments.
Much too car-centric which exacerbates the problem of sprawl & having a
highway system too big to maintain.

Aug 22, 2011 4:15 PM

350 We need high speed rail service to major urban hubs! Aug 22, 2011 4:00 PM

351 It depends on what kind of economic development you want. Improvements to
public transit and internet services would support a wide range of industries.
However, I would oppose changes to watershed regulations or sewage
treatment that might facilitate hydrofracking, which I believe is the wrong
direction for our region.

Aug 22, 2011 3:38 PM

352 No Fracking Aug 22, 2011 3:32 PM

353 We need watershed regulations. We need equitable affordable broadband. Bring
back passenger trains.

Aug 22, 2011 3:13 PM

354 It depends on what kind of economic development you want. I think we would
benefit from improvements to internet service. I would oppose any changes to
watershed regulations or sewage treatment that might facilitate water-based
hydrofracking, because that form of economic "development" is not in our best
interest. If we're going to frack in the region, we should require the industry to
use the newer propane-based technology, which promises to extract gas more
efficiently without jeopardizing our access to clean water.

Aug 22, 2011 3:07 PM

355 We should emphasize employment that doesn't depend on the development of
more infrastructure.

Aug 22, 2011 2:55 PM
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356 I agree with the early Obama initiative to construct [mostly re-construct:  we used
to have excellent systems in place]  some clean transportation infrastructure:
trains, trolleys, etc. which would be a huge boost to the economy.

Aug 22, 2011 2:49 PM

357 We can't afford to maintain the infrastructure we already have, please don't build
new stuff to add to the burden of our shrinking maintenance funds.

Aug 22, 2011 2:49 PM

358 watershed regulations and Susquehanna River Basin TMDL standards will hurt
our economy the most in the future

Aug 22, 2011 2:20 PM

359 Time Warner Cable has a virtual monopoly on high-speed internet service in my
area (and I imagine, in many other areas).  Where is the competition?

Aug 22, 2011 2:17 PM

360 Age of current infrastructure is an issue of high concern. Aug 22, 2011 2:15 PM

361 I can only speak for Chemung County but I think with 86 and 99 being completed
along with a flourishing airport we are in great shape to attract new businesses

Aug 22, 2011 2:03 PM

362 The BJCJSTP is badly broken.  It needs to be managed by someone other than
the current board, which appears to be incompetent.

Aug 22, 2011 1:56 PM

363 Need hight speed rail to NYC; cheap flights to NYC; guarantee clean water Aug 22, 2011 1:23 PM

364 I am not sure I understand the response section - I do believe that many of the
obstacles listed do impact economic development but do not believe they do so
equally nor do I believe that all of them can be addressed in a 5 yr plan.  I
believe adding better access to internet is critical and able to be addressed
within the timeframe; I also believe public transportation is an issue that can be
readily addressed.

Aug 22, 2011 1:08 PM

365 Question is too broad. Aug 22, 2011 12:58 PM

366 I am really concerned about water withdrawal from the river for gas drilling Aug 22, 2011 12:46 PM

367 (This is very awkwardly worded to be a "question" so I think I answered
appropriately.  All those items listed above are crucial to advancing economic
growth, and remedying them will automatically create jobs.  And I don't care if
they are "Private" or "Public" sector jobs.

Aug 22, 2011 12:33 PM

368 I believe a return to  more available rail service would open other avenues- job
creation in implementing construction and repair of railroads and access to travel
options.  It is sad you have to drive north to Rochester to get a train-seems
Elmira or Binghamton would  offer a good connection. We live in an area that
cable isn't accessable so internet options and local tv isn't available.

Aug 22, 2011 12:10 PM

369 The question is very poorly worded.  The call covers too much with varying
positive and negative features.

Aug 22, 2011 11:45 AM

370 I agree that we need to invest in infrastructure. I would like to see watershed and
environmental regulations strengthened, which I see as the most important
infrastructure issue of all.

Aug 22, 2011 11:41 AM

371 First, the wording of this question and the choices for reply are unclear. Expand
and increase mass transit. The lack of or weak infrastructure/transportation items

Aug 22, 2011 11:37 AM
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mentioned would be detrimental to economic development

372 Roads have not been updated. We dig ditches along roads making it unsafe to
drive and the ditches speed to water to the river causing floods and erosion. We
have been spending money on the wrong things for years. The Airport has
gotten way too much of the pot for way too many years. It still looks the same
after they rebuilt it??? Sewage treatment should be done at Bob Murphys Gravel
pit where ponds could use natural orginizims to treat sewage at almost no cost
and make it cleaner. Don't get me started. Future 86 is a bad joke, it started
when an intern did a PP presentation as part of the internship about how it would
create jobs and save us money. They had no idea how much it will cost or how
long it will take. It is taking money from other road repairs.     This is the kind of
thing our government has to stop doing.

Aug 22, 2011 11:34 AM

373 I'd love to use passenger rail and to see an easier to use bus systems (with
smartphones showing arrival times), as well as physically separated bike lanes.

Aug 22, 2011 11:27 AM

374 I am puzzled by your question.  You ask me to what degree are the following
obstacles to economic development and then you ask me to agree or
disagree—hardly appropriate answers to this question. So I must answer in a
way that makes sense to me.  I see the lack of adequate rail service to the area
as an obstacle.  I remember when the Lehigh Valley railroad provided service
from our area to New York City.  It would be very beneficial if those rail beds,
and others like it, were resurrected.  Lack of public transportation services also
fits under this category.  People complain about the poor air service, but I think it
is more than adequate, though occasionally somewhat inconvenient.  Given the
high contribution to CO2 in the atmosphere by airplane fuel, this is a small price
to pay.  Sewage treat capacity is adequate as long as our existing facilities don’t
havevto retool themselves in order to cope with flowback water from
hydrofracking.  Lack of affordable broadband and high speed internet access is a
hindrance for people doing business in rural areas to keep up with and compete
on a larger scale in the bigger world.  I do not see water shed regulations or
Susquehanna River  Basin TMDL standards as obstacles at all.  Unless we
protect our water, our area will become an economic wasteland- no one will want
to live here, much less do business here.  The decrepit state our roads and
bridges is/will be an obstacle to economic development, especially if they are
degraded further by the results of fracking in our area without making sure that
the gas industry pays for the full cost of repairing them.

Aug 22, 2011 11:23 AM

375 I think this question mixes too many obstacles. There is realtively good
transportation but poor internet connects and broadband. It would be more
useful to ask about each of these.

Aug 22, 2011 11:14 AM

376 This part of the survey is vague (not direct enough question) but crumbling
infrastructure and lack of broadband along and inadequate transportation
negatively affects our economic potential.

Aug 22, 2011 11:11 AM

377 With public transportation, new alternative energy supply (WIND POWER) and
protection of our water (NO FRACKING or Pipelines) we could be on our way.

Aug 22, 2011 11:10 AM

378 Could NEVER be addressed adequately. Aug 22, 2011 11:09 AM

379 Broadband/high speed internet is most important.  It doesn't exist for residents of
rural communities.

Aug 22, 2011 11:07 AM
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380 This is an absurdly worded question.  Each of these should allow the respondent
to rank separately.  Most of these listed I agree strongly need attention and are
major barriers.  However, watershed regulations are exactly OPPOSITE the
others, as they promote economic development in the tourism and recreation
sphere and maintain property values.  WHO designed this survey!?!?!?  This is
terrible survey design protocol, and a serious researcher should know that.

Aug 22, 2011 11:06 AM

381 except for broadband, which does not especially require huge influxes of heavy
industry

Aug 22, 2011 11:02 AM

382 Good rail service would be a boon to the area. Sewage treatment seems to be
fine but it is critical that we not accept any of the fracking fluids - they cannot be
treated in acceptable ways and will contaminate our land and water.

Aug 22, 2011 10:57 AM

383 This is a predominantly rural region and strong incentives should be in place to
keep its rural character. This means attracting to the area businesses that are
appropriate for the rural character of the region, will not harm its scenic beauty or
its water resources, and will be carried out in a sustainable and environmentally
favorable way.  We need appropriate watershed regulatoins to protect or wells
and water supplies (including for fishing); we need availability of high speed
internet throughout the region; and we need a dependable rapid transit system
that can relieve us of over-dependence on individual-use auto transportation.
Given all of our natural beauty, we should be leaders in a way to face enrgy
needs of the future by starting today with novel and new approaches.

Aug 22, 2011 10:52 AM

384 don't think this question can be answered with with agree/disagree answers Aug 22, 2011 10:43 AM

385 dependable flights to major hubs are key, as well as widespread affordable
broadband and high speed internet.

Aug 22, 2011 10:41 AM

386 Alternative transportation options should be a focus.  Policies should discourage
the expansion of infrastruture to greenfields.

Aug 22, 2011 10:33 AM

387 sewage and water need to be developed for business.......watershed regulations
could stop industry development...

Aug 22, 2011 10:32 AM

388 NO MORE regulations! The over bearing restrictions are driving business away! Aug 22, 2011 10:31 AM

389 watershed regulations and transportation are different issues. We need more
stringent and enforceable watersafty regulations to protect the wineries, organic
farms and turist industry. I would hate to see a thruway corridor but rail service
could be a boon to the fingerlakes region.

Aug 22, 2011 10:31 AM

390 I think the sewage treatment plant is a good example.  This item was noted as
an impediment in the 2002 Angelou study.  Companies have many location
options.  Infrastructure has to be ready.  We should review the infrastructure
needs for our desired core development areas and include these needs in our 5
year plan.

Aug 22, 2011 10:27 AM

391 There must be regulation of SRB.  Not being on Thruway corridor is not an
obstacle which not enough investment in infrastructure is.

Aug 22, 2011 10:24 AM

392 The fact that we have no high speed rail system in this state greatly hampers our
ability to draw people to our region

Aug 22, 2011 10:19 AM
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393 I think the lack of rail and the expense of regional airports is of concern. Aug 22, 2011 10:11 AM

394 No quick, affordable way to get to NYC.  Could have high speed train that could
attract people to locate in Southern Tier and work in NYC.  Lack of affordable
flights to NYC or other major hubs froms Binghamton.  Bus has improved but
time consuming.

Aug 22, 2011 10:04 AM

395 Flights mean nothing  to this issue.  Sewage Ttreatment mean very little. Lack of
brpadband is a little more importent then Sewage. Public tranportation is a big
one and along with good rail service. As for lack of infrastructure road are good
but rail is poor.  We need light  rail here.  as for Susquehanna River Basin TMDL
it is not good enough.  It should be even a higher standard.  Enrgy Grid needs to
be local generartion on a small scale, nothing over 100Kw.  Yes I am saying if
we are going  to do wind or whatever from of renowable it should be in my back
yard and everyotheer landowers back yard but not towers that go hunderds of
feet but only 50 or so and not maga watts but 100kw or less.  This would not only
get  our energy need locally but also decentalize generation and take the profit
from the rich and give it to small lnad owners.    Now high speed internet is a
verizen problem.  They have no plans to put in lines that will give us that and
road runner does not either.  Only Armstrong telephone has done this.

Aug 22, 2011 10:04 AM

396 Broadband/High speed internet is absolutely necessary to build business and
support businesses.  It has be accessible throughout the state.

Aug 22, 2011 9:57 AM

397 I think there's a lot of money represented in this list and it should be more
concise or at least prioritized.

Aug 22, 2011 9:56 AM

398 It is ambiguous what the question is saying in regard to regulation, vis a vis
TMDL standards, watershed regulations.  Are such environmental regulation
important to industry such as tourism, hunting and fishing, which are majo
existing industry.  Is protecting the watersheds important for liveable
communities, affecting people's decisions to locate here?   I believe they are.
But perhaps such regulation are considered burdensome for businesses.   Were
it not for that ambiguity, I would have strongly agreed that infrastructure is of top
importance, especially broadband and high speed internet.

Aug 22, 2011 9:54 AM

399 Don't agee that all are a problem. Aug 22, 2011 9:52 AM

400 We need to maintain current infrastructure but major expansions may not be
necessary to support economic development.

Aug 22, 2011 9:52 AM

401 Generally agree, but it's a very badly worded survey question. You can't ask for
a single answer with such a long list of topics clustered.

Aug 22, 2011 9:49 AM

402 The available infrastructure is adequate to the area's population and projected
growth and does not need to be significantly expanded.  The major problem is a
lack of capital funds for maintaining existing infrastructure.  High speed rail as it
is currently proposed is a boondoggle that cannot be achieved with the limited
amount of funds that the state and federal government is willing to commit.

Aug 22, 2011 9:45 AM

403 Biggest concerns are need for better flights, huge issue with sewage treatment
capacity (should be a county wide service, not in hands of local municipalities),
and lack of shovel ready sites.

Aug 22, 2011 9:39 AM
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404 The region is constrained by its largely rural character. Aug 22, 2011 9:37 AM

405 Investment in infrastructure, the roads are a mess and public transportation, the
bus service is poorly run, large buses for narrow roads and underutilized runs
then smaller buses sent running full

Aug 22, 2011 9:34 AM

406 Infrastructure needs to be maintained and improved/upgraded. NYS is not
investing in highways and an I-99 extension from Corning to Watkins Glen to
Geneva to the thruway is needed and an interstate from Horseheads to Ithaca to
Cortland to connect I-86 and I-81 to better move goods and services and tourists
throughout upstate and those counties without interstate access would have
better advantages. Watershed regulations must be maintained to protect a
valuable resource in the Southern Tier and Finger Lakes.

Aug 22, 2011 9:19 AM

407 I strongly agree with the lack of transportation being a barrier, and strongly
disagree that watershed regulations are bad for economic development.  Why
are you lumping them together? Keeping water safe is critical to a robust farm
economy - which the Southern Tier has and should develop.

Aug 22, 2011 9:18 AM

408 You lump too many issues together.  Transportation and water management,
etc.  While improved transportation is something that makes sense, water
despoilation via drilling is unconscionable.

Aug 22, 2011 9:15 AM

409 Infrastructure issues that are major concerns in Steuben County relate to age
and capacity of water and sewer facilities and rail access.

Aug 22, 2011 9:03 AM

410 Susquehanna River Basin TMDL standards: BAN HYDROLIC FRACTURING IN
THIS REGION, IN NYS and BAN accepting wastewater fracturing sand to be
"recycled" through local waste/sewage treatment plants.   BAN accepting
FRACTURING DRILL ORE BITS in local LANDFILLS FROM PA and NY.  BAN
the process of "dumping" the bilge of fracturing waste water on roads in the
SOUTHERN TIER infrastructure and calling it "environmentally safe" removal of
FRACTURING SAND (Cassella Waste Management). p.i.8/22/11

Aug 22, 2011 8:48 AM

411 We are located in The Center at Horseheads. The rail and road system are shot Aug 22, 2011 8:42 AM

412 Basic infrastructure, e.g. lack of adequate waste water treatment is a barrier.
Cost of energy is too high.  Develop a regional low cost energy generation
strategy.

Aug 22, 2011 8:29 AM

413 I see no reason to expand route 17 to become route 86.  This would in reality
just put more trucks on the road and decrease the pleasure in driving on route 17
and increase accidents and ugliness.  It would be lovely if the Susquehanna
River was not poisonous, and could be a beautiful destination.

Aug 22, 2011 8:29 AM

414 One obstacle which affects most if not all of the ones listed is the intransigence
of much of the population to accept change and new ways of thinking.

Aug 22, 2011 8:17 AM

415 Listening to the pseudo-educated produce junk science to justify trying to ban
natural gas drilling hurts the economy. Yes, precautions should be taken.

Aug 22, 2011 7:13 AM

416 This question feels like a set up for natural gas. If I strongly agree to any of this,
it puts me in line for the absolute destruction that the future marcellus gas fields
will cause here in the Southern Tier.  The SRBC has never refused a water

Aug 22, 2011 6:43 AM
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withdrawal in it's history. They regulate the public and permit business. They are
doing their job. This question is a joke.

417 We need rail service, internet, dependable flights (I write this as I am holed up in
a hotel due to a cancelled flight at BGM.)

Aug 22, 2011 1:51 AM

418 Lack of sewage treatment capacity is mostly anecdotal, and not supported by the
facts. What could be of greatest benefit to this region is high-speed rail service
that connects NYC, Scranton, Binghamton, Syracuse.

Aug 21, 2011 11:54 PM

419 I would add to our inadequacies listed above the fact that the truck travel will
devastate our roads which will add to our costs while the gas developers rake in
the profits.

Aug 21, 2011 11:51 PM

420 I was shocked to learn recently that Vestal, part of greater metropolitan
Binghamton, does not have DSL serviice, though it does have cable.  I on the
other hand, have DSL but no cable.

Aug 21, 2011 11:02 PM

421 It is wrong to lump watershed regulations and Susquehanna River basin
standards in with other infrastructure. High speed internet and broadband are
sorely needed in the southern tier; so are stringent watershed regs. Public
transport and airline flights are not a priority; better rail service (freight and
passenger) could have some benefit.

Aug 21, 2011 10:55 PM

422 It's hard to believe that public transportation is as limited as it is in our area. And
what does exist is inconsistent and unreliable.

Aug 21, 2011 10:45 PM

423 Rt. 12 corridor is a major issue for Chenango Cty. Aug 21, 2011 10:07 PM

424 You should seperate the TMDL and other watershed regulations like the 2000
chesapeake bay toxicity agreement, executive order 13508 and the different
state WIP's for the bay.  Then again most of these items listed here need to be
sepearated for a survey unless you want one or two items to create a strong
emotional reaction so strongly agree is chosen.  Don't you know that students
can see right through this type of poor setup of questions.

Aug 21, 2011 9:57 PM

425 One advantage is the I-81, I-88, and soon to be completed I-86 Aug 21, 2011 9:50 PM

426 Too many things lumped together here. I agree with most of these as a priority,
however the watershed regulations, TMDL standards may affect economic
activity, BUT NOT AT THE EXPENSE OF CLEAN WATER. The cause of the
TMDL problems are largely caused by upstate CAFOs dumping effluent into the
river. Do we really need these operations if they are causing damage
downstream?

Aug 21, 2011 9:38 PM

427 Air service in and out of BGM needs to be enhanced n Aug 21, 2011 9:33 PM

428 Lack of broadband is a grave issue for rural people who want to start
businesses. We absolutely need the strongest watershed regulations to protect
our clean air and water; upstate could become a tourist mecca due to our
wineries and organic farms.. I don't know what TMDL standards are--you should
explain your terms.

Aug 21, 2011 9:25 PM

429 This question is really confusing! And it seems like it is very loaded to skew Aug 21, 2011 9:17 PM
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answers toward a predetermined conclusion.  That is no way to conduct a public
survey-esp. by a University agency!!!!!! Do you mean lack of all items listed?
e.g.,too many watershed regulations or inadequate watershed regulations (I
think they are inadequate) etc. etc.

430 Broadband is key to development in the southern tier. Aug 21, 2011 9:06 PM

431 As a Sales Engineer for a Silicon Valley software company (my region is the
eastern US), I find transportation in this region to be ideal. I have four regional
and international airports within 80 miles of where I live. I have excellent bus
transportation to NYC from Ithaca, and can be anywhere west of Chicago within
six to eight hours of travel. The southern tier does not suffer from infrastructure
and transportation issues.

Aug 21, 2011 9:04 PM

432 All visitors I talk with can not believe the traffic congestion and unsync traffic
signal lights in the city of Ithaca. And I AGREE!!

Aug 21, 2011 8:58 PM

433 My primary concern is that the region receive support and funds for maintaining
roads and infrastructure affected by large scale industry, such as hydrofracking
and waste management. I find the airports serve my needs and I have adequate
internet access.

Aug 21, 2011 8:11 PM

434 This is way too many items placed together.  A different survey should be
composed so that people can evaluate each of these separately.  Moreover, if
one checks TDML standards one does not know whether the check indicates
that these are to high, or too low.

Aug 21, 2011 7:45 PM

435 lack of affordable broadband or high speed internet in rural areas is significant. Aug 21, 2011 7:26 PM

436 Wow, this is a really hard question to pick apart.  I'd think about breaking this
down into responses on the individual items that comprise
infrastructure/transportation, if I were you. There's too much here to give a
simple agree or disagree to...

Aug 21, 2011 6:59 PM

437 What in the h*ll does this question mean? Who wrote it? It is a masterpiece of
obfuscation. What do you hope to achieve with any results when the question is
so difficult to understand? What are the TMDL standards?

Aug 21, 2011 6:53 PM

438 I think that infrastructure & transportation are important and that is why I checked
"agree," but the question as worded is confusing. I think we need a much better
public transportation system, particularly in light of the fact that we have an aging
population. I also think we need much stricter watershed & SRBC regulations to
protect our water supply, but I'm not sure if stricter regulation is what the
question has in mind when it simply lists "watershed regulations." The energy
grid should be modernized and that should include the use of highly efficient
lighting on streets and sidewalks as well as the use of lighting fixtures that direct
the light downward, where it is needed instead of upward, which wastes energy
and washes out the light of the stars. There should be a huge focus on energy
conservation and on increasing the use of solar and wind energy.

Aug 21, 2011 6:41 PM

439 Lack of simple, convenient public transportion seriously hampers our area's
ability to thrive economically. In addition, threats to clean water (such as
hydrofracking) are threats not only to public health, but to many local economic
mainstays: food production, tourism, winemaking, to name a few. We also need

Aug 21, 2011 6:36 PM
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substantial investment, public and private, in renewable energy.

440 While some of the above listed needs are met reasonably well, others are
wanting, esp. upgrading and maintenance of roads, public transportation, flights
to major hubs, and since 50 years ago, lack of rail service.

Aug 21, 2011 6:26 PM

441 Infrastructure varies throughout this disparate region - the Finger Lakes region
should be in its own or another region for instance. For the Southern Tier, there
is a major interstate. The Finger Lakes region would not benefit from an
interstate. Broadband access is an issue. This question is poorly written, it
assumes its answer in the repeated use of the word "lack"

Aug 21, 2011 6:18 PM

442 I am particularly concerned with lack of rail service including passenber service.
lack of public transportation, aging and even decrepit infrasctructure including
the energy grid, lack of investment in long term ,healthy, sustainable jobs such
as NON-fossil, renewable energy technologies. Our water bodies and
watersheds must be protected from contamination to continue to ensure potable
drinking water in a world of ever diminishing water resources! This cannot be
stressed enough. Water is also the underpinning of the the region's economic
health..

Aug 21, 2011 6:12 PM

443 There is a much higher number of residents/businesses that are unable to get
high speed internet because of the way the number of eligible customers are
determined. If any one in the grid has high speed access the entire grid is
counted. That is not accurate in Enfield by a long shot.

Aug 21, 2011 5:54 PM

444 The "question" posed at top is almost incomprehensible, and the choices for
response do not follow the question. I THINK you are asking if each of these
things is important in the strategic plan, and that's how I'm answering them. I
think infrastructure/transportation should be at or near the top of the list of
important issues to be addressed in a five-year strategic plan.

Aug 21, 2011 5:35 PM

445 Strongly support the initiation of a strategic rail system to include Binghamton
and surrounding hubs of economic activity.

Aug 21, 2011 4:43 PM

446 Lack of ubiquitous high speed access is the biggest roadblock. Aug 21, 2011 4:37 PM

447 High speed interne/broadband t is major issue. maintaining infrastructure in
place, and rail service are also priorities.

Aug 21, 2011 4:25 PM

448 I would focus on infrastructure, renewable energy generation-commercial and
residential. We need to preserve the quality and quantity of water and not allow
energy industry to hyjack our water.  Rail transportation to NYC, Washington and
Philadelphia would be a great boon. Include tourism, agriculture and food
processing in development planning as these are sustainable and well
developed industries already in place.  Consider the needs of these industries in
making other development plans.

Aug 21, 2011 3:58 PM

449 Any strategic plan must devise a way to protect our roads, bridges,  waste water
treatment plants and water supplies from the proven ravages of the gas drilling
industry. The Susquehanna River Basin TMDL standards are important ways of
protecting our environment, not an obstacle to responsible development.

Aug 21, 2011 3:08 PM

450 As an individual who does not own a car, I am highly aware of ther lack of Aug 21, 2011 3:03 PM
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adequate public transportation services.

451 Age of infrastructure is the primary problem. We need stronger watershed
regulations to improve quality of the environment, thus attracting quality
development.

Aug 21, 2011 2:32 PM

452 I agree but very specifically, not in general.  We should be expanding our
investment in infrastructure for small-scale agriculture, organic and sustainable
agriculture, including wineries and value-added ag products like local cheeses,
sausages, milled grains, etc.  Also for sustainable energy systems, such as
regional or municipal level energy plants using clean renewable energy sources.
Examples: micro-hydro using the waterfalls, local biofuels, building-level solar
and wind generation.  More independence and self-reliance for both energy and
food .  And protection of our clean water -- extremely important for agriculture
and public health.

Aug 21, 2011 2:00 PM

453 The committee must take into account the additional strains to the infrastructure,
in particular roads/bridges, that will occur during the decades long gas rush.
Thousands of very heavy trucks are needed for each gas well and thousands of
wells are projected for the S. Tier. Infrastructure will take a beating. In addition,
road congestion and increased air pollution and accidents will impact other
industries such as agriculture, industry, tourism, and residential traffic.

Aug 21, 2011 1:51 PM

454 Rail service between upstate cities is important. When you look at the time and
fossil fuel energy needed to drive and from a destination or add the time to get to
a major airport, the wait time to board and the time to get to your destination, rail
service would be vastly superior. It would make communities attractive to the
kind of businesses that will provide jobs, whose wages can support a family,
bring financial gain to the community and whose presence will enhance a
community rather than destroy it.

Aug 21, 2011 1:39 PM

455 Natural gas frakking will lead to less, not more, development in the long run.  We
need to protect our natural resources so that agriculture and tourism can
continue to flourish and grow.  Short-term thinking is not going to create a strong
economic base for our kids and grandchildren.

Aug 21, 2011 1:06 PM

456 I thoroughly enjoy living in the "country," but not at the cost of not having modern
amenities: i.e. high-speed internet, cable, etc.  Moreover, I would consistently
use a train service that connected me to major metropolitan areas.

Aug 21, 2011 12:38 PM

457 Rail to NYC is needed Aug 21, 2011 8:55 AM

458 I strongly agree with everything but the watershed regulations and the
Susquehanna River Basin TMDL Standards. They have been current.

Aug 21, 2011 8:27 AM

459 Specific data should be available Aug 20, 2011 8:41 PM

460 Passenger rail service should be restored and enhanced--linking the Southern
Tier to NYC, interconnecting cities upstate. Affordable broadband should be
available to all. Smart energy grid should be developed, promoting the use of
renewable energy in the region.  Note: Transportation and infrastructure
requirements of Marcellus shale development would negatively impact the
region.

Aug 20, 2011 3:48 PM
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461 you can have all this but no one wants NY taxes....you people never get the
point...unfriendly government  to business and taxpayers...........

Aug 20, 2011 1:05 PM

462 We don't have a market for rail service.  We have an airport that is sufficient.
We are at the crossroads of soon-to-be two interstate highways, high speed
internet is readily available, as is energy and public transportation.

Aug 20, 2011 11:59 AM

463 I am happy with the move to add pedestrian and bicycle access to facilities or
structures that were previously over developed for the automobile.

Aug 20, 2011 10:55 AM

464 Transportation is fine in the southern tier. It would be counter productive and
contribute to the deficit to fix what is not broken. Stop spending money we don't
have before the State and country is bankrupt. We don't need rail systems from
Syracuse and NYC because they bring iin criminal elements and serve no
economic purpose but to send potential customers out of our area to another
market. Regarding sewage capacity, best thing we can do is prevent the gas
drillers from dumping toxic chemicals into our sewer plants and polluting our
rivers. You want advice about transportation? Provide electric vehicles for
municipal purposes,  create solar generating substations and green jobs. Time to
get with the program, realize that  global warming is a real threat and we have to
take action immediately. Sustainability is where it is at. Stop promoting programs
like natural gas drilling hydrofracking that will poison our water, air, and soil as
well as make region unbearable with truck traffic, and congestion so foreign
companies can profit. Have sustainable priorities and a better vision. Many
manufacturing busnesses in the area don't even have insulation and they waste
a lot of energy. Take IBM Endicott for example. I know because I used to work
there. It's concrete blocks and metal roofs. Little insulation and lot's of waste.
Develope some type of program to get homes and business properly inulated to
preserve energy. that's the conservative thing to do.

Aug 20, 2011 10:25 AM

465 We are behind in all of these areas, and upgrading them would necessitate  new
jobs and attract business creation.

Aug 20, 2011 9:48 AM

466 We are living in a quickly deteriorating past. Binghamton has great potential, but
many people are unwilling to invest in improved infrastructure with the dark
shadow of gas drilling threatening. Our local roads are already a mess, and frack
trucks from PA (destination unknown or unadmitted) do not help the situation. I
know of at least three people who have incurred unexpected repair costs due to
roads in need of repair.

Aug 20, 2011 9:03 AM

467 I  do not favor increased support for excessively energy consumptive air travel,
but lack of  passenger rail is a negative.  I am not comfortable with the notion
that we need growth.  What we need is fairness.  We should quantify our
baseline needs and ensure that all citizen/families are able to meet those needs.
This may mean job sharing . . or reduction in work hours per week (leading to job
sharing in effect).

Aug 20, 2011 6:25 AM

468 The developing infrastructure serves primarily the fossil fuel industry. The rails
and roads serve industry. Residents and government leaders are annoying pests
to be paid off. We lack vision and courage. Therefore, we are bullied into
submission to corporations.

Aug 19, 2011 11:58 PM

469 This question asks "to what degree".  As such it should not have a Likert "agree"
"disagree" response format.  Also your questions are pgh in length, too long and

Aug 19, 2011 11:28 PM
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complex for this response format.  Richard A. Rehberg

470 We need to bring the gas companies in for the revenue. They will take some of
the burden off tax payers, and help land owners pay their property taxes. Help
ones like us laid-off to pay our bills, and not lose our home.

Aug 19, 2011 10:36 PM

471 These are all deterrents to moving forward but some are more critical than
others They need to be prioritized for each of the areas in the Southern Tier
Region.

Aug 19, 2011 9:58 PM

472 Regulations are a significant impediment to existing businesses as well as start
ups.  The regulatory excesses push costs too high relative to what they achieve.
Some industries are over-regulated while others enjoy exemptions and shift the
burden of their impacts onto those subject to strict oversight.  The cost of doing
business here in NY has driven a number of area businesses out of state.  The
lack of access to high speed internet is a limiting factor in many areas.  Tolls
must be reduced on state/interstate highways to encourage truck traffic to utilize
these transportation corridors.  Too much traffic has been redirected to local
roadways by drivers seeking to avoid excessive and burdensome tolls, which is
hurting tourism and creating conflicts with necessarily local traffic of local
industries (like wineries).

Aug 19, 2011 9:38 PM

473 iT IS VERY DIFFICULT TOTRAVEL ANY WHERE FROM THIS REGION, THIS
IMPEDES THE ABILITY TO ATTRACT ANY TYPE OF TALENT EXCEPT
LOCALS

Aug 19, 2011 9:18 PM

474 We do not have a future in heavy industry. Perhaps a useable rail service to
NYC but traffic on 17/86 brings that into question.

Aug 19, 2011 7:14 PM

475 Need better airline service...we are too isolated and are stuck going through a
terrible hub (Philadelphia).  We have great advantages with the interstates, but
don't seem to be able to leverage our central location in the state or among
major poplulation centers (Phil., Boston, NY, Buffalo, Rochester, etc.)

Aug 19, 2011 6:01 PM

476 We do not need high speed rail service to New York city Aug 19, 2011 5:52 PM

477 Rural Broadband and train service would greatly increase tourism and visitation
in the region.

Aug 19, 2011 5:04 PM

478 Not just infrastructure but the state of those facilities.  Our local and county roads
are an embarrassment.

Aug 19, 2011 4:57 PM

479 regulations and standards too aggressive towards businesses expanding
transportation is not a problem at all  Corning-Elmira area should use it's
transportation as a selling point

Aug 19, 2011 4:54 PM

480 Phone and internet has been a problem for our company since we opened in
2000.  Old lines and lack of availability and services that other areas have taken
valuble time to work through as well outages that kill sales at peak times.

Aug 19, 2011 4:48 PM

481 Identification of key corridors to provide connectivity between Urban Areas,
Small Urban areas and rural villages is critical to support "regional economies".
Limited resource require us to prioritize these assets to get the best return on our
investments.

Aug 19, 2011 4:43 PM



60 of 681

Page 3, Q1.  <b>Infrastructure/Transportation.</b>  This includes lack of rail service; dependable flights to major
hubs; not on thruway corridor; lack of sewage treatment capacity; lack of widespread affordable broadband;
age/lack of investment in infrastructure; watershed regulations; Susquehanna River Basi...

482 Rail services to New York Citywould be a great asset Aug 19, 2011 4:09 PM

483 too much money put into a bus system in Tioga County that is not being used
often enought to warrant expense.

Aug 19, 2011 4:06 PM

484 The inability to travel short distances (on a map) in a timely fashion is a real
limitation in our area.  Lack of broad access to broadband, particularly in our
rural areas, is a limitation.

Aug 19, 2011 3:45 PM

485 rail service - age/lack of investment in infrastructure Aug 19, 2011 3:28 PM

486 Everything listed above pertains very strongly to our area, Chenango County. Aug 19, 2011 3:17 PM

487 Our highways and interstates are falling apart! The lack of broadband a
hindrance! The EPA & DEC both have too much power and their regulation
stifling!

Aug 19, 2011 3:15 PM

488 We have realibale power/gas with NYSEG. Water never seems to be an issue
with projects we have been involved. Roads and Highways are alway plowed
and in great shape. Time Warner has solid communication services with Fiber to
most locations.

Aug 19, 2011 3:03 PM

489 Disagree about rail service.   The return of passenger rail service to Binghamton
is totally unrealistic; unwise use of scarce transportation resources.

Aug 19, 2011 2:32 PM

490 Quality mass transit is a barrier. Aug 19, 2011 2:32 PM

491 Interstates falling apart No broadband DEC & EPA have too much oversight &
power

Aug 19, 2011 2:25 PM

492 These issues have no effect on the possibility of economic development in the
Southern Tier.

Aug 19, 2011 1:52 PM

493 We are way behind other areas of the State. Aug 19, 2011 1:46 PM

494 The Susq River Basin TMDL is going to be an ongoing challenge to significant
development of our natural resource-based industries.  Continuing assertive
engagement of EPA by our local and state officials to fully recognize the good
work already on the ground that reduces non-point source of nutrients and
sediment into the Susq River must continue.

Aug 19, 2011 1:30 PM

Page 3, Q2.  <b>Government Inefficiency/Overregulation.</b>  This includes lack of cohesive regional planning;
lack of coordination among agencies; duplication of federal/state programs; ineffective state government;
fragmentation of economic development agencies; overlapping jurisdictions; lack of bi-partisa...

1 I feel one of the biggest causes of  government inefficiency is excessive
partisanship. Also the highly corrosive influence of money. Government is highly
responsive to big contributors, and the common good rarely coincides with what
these big contributors are pushing for.  I strongly disagree with the idea that
business is overregulated. Few businesses, especially companies with publicly

Sep 15, 2011 10:59 PM
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traded stock, voluntarily operate in a way that protects public health and safety
and preserves a livable and life-filled environment.

2 Too much reliance on box store and strip malls - this is not economic
development.   Ithaca government strongly enabling of new business (I started
Primet and they helped a lot - now have 35 employees)

Sep 15, 2011 10:50 PM

3 Dangerous industries need close scrutiny and regulation. We have a fragile
ecosystem here. Our most precious resources need safeguarding and strong,
ethical stewardship.

Sep 15, 2011 10:48 PM

4 This statement is biased. It almost makes one think that government is bad.
Government regulation -- strong regulations and adequate enforcement -- must
be in place BEFORE any permits are issued to allow hydrofracking in NYS.

Sep 15, 2011 9:47 PM

5 I think government regulatio, or over regulation, drives business from NY. Why
has Dresser Rand employees dropped nearly 1000 employees in last 10 years?
Gov Spitzer granted striking employees unemployment compensation when they
went on strike in 2007. This took away all incentives for the union to negotiate
and in long term cost jobs. This is government supporting unions with total
disregard to the effect on the overall community. That is just one example of
government doing thinks that drive industry from NY. If I was to start a business,
why would I want to do it in NY? I cannot think of one good reason, other than it
is a beautiful area. I wonder what the state would look like if we moved the
Texas government to NY and ran our state like Texas. Or how would Texas look
if we moved our NYS government to Texas? Just food for thought.

Sep 15, 2011 5:06 PM

6 Ban High Volume Hydraulic Fracturing (HVHF) for natural gas from New York
State. We must protect our economy from the boom/bust disaster that HVHF
would create. We must protect our air and water from the industrial pollution
which HVHF would create. We must work toward becoming more energy
efficient. We must work to stabilize our quickly changing climate by actively
working toward the creation and use of renewable sources of energy and leave
the unconventional fossil fuels in the ground.

Sep 15, 2011 4:29 PM

7 I think that it is too simplistic to blame government Sep 15, 2011 2:53 PM

8 I feel our county and city governments do the best they can to be responsive and
responsible but we often deal with state and federal mandates that often don't
make sense locally or are so restrictive that the original purpose is defeated.

Sep 15, 2011 2:20 PM

9 Not sure the solution for reducing the cost or increasing the efficiency of public
services is to eliminate or consolidate administration. A large part of the problem
is increasing public demands placed on municipal services and threat of litigation
aside from delays caused by demands for  transparency, documentation and
oversight.

Sep 15, 2011 12:36 PM

10 need to simplify and consolidate functions Sep 15, 2011 10:09 AM

11 I do not know enough about this particular question to give an educated answer
but I would not agree to giving up regulations that protect the health and safety
of New York workers or the natural environment of the region.

Sep 14, 2011 3:23 PM

12 I agree that lack of coordination and multiple levels of government are Sep 14, 2011 12:01 PM
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hindrances...BUT I don't think that we should sacrifice environmental concerns
and human (labor issues) well-being to make a buck!

13 Over-regulation and abuse of power by local governments.  They make
operating a business a "Game" - they keep score of who is friend versus foe
rather than worry about the actual economic impacts.

Sep 14, 2011 9:12 AM

14 Certainly some regulation is needed.  HOwever, our area suffers from extreme
stupidity and inefficiency from government planning for economic development.
Over and over again, there are plans drawn up with no follow thru.  Different
agencies try different things with no coordination.  When political regiemes
change, all the old is thrown out for a terrible waste.  We need to simplify, not
look for an outside angel and WORK together regardless of poliitical affiliation.

Sep 13, 2011 8:50 PM

15 Code enforcement behavior in Elmira is a serious but easily fixed local problem.
Complaits about Fed. and State regulations are only an excuse.

Sep 13, 2011 8:01 PM

16 only the following adversely affect: lack of cohesive regional planning lack of
bi=partisan cooperation  proper regulation of businesses enhances business
growth, protects the environment, and helps customers.  deregulation rewards
crook, BP's the environment, and hurts society

Sep 13, 2011 5:18 PM

17 too much regulation at all levels, labor regulations, building regulations, tax
burdens, state mandates. Isn't this program a mandate? Hmm

Sep 13, 2011 5:00 PM

18 Labor Law is a job killer in New York Sep 13, 2011 4:46 PM

19 Over regulation and obsolete regulation strangle, inflate prices, and further add
to the isolation.  If NY wishes to be "left in the dust" its govt - at all levels - is
doing a stellar job!

Sep 13, 2011 4:26 PM

20 NYS municipalities have too many duplicated services from village to town to city
to county to state.  This includes school districts.  We need to engage in effective
combining, collaboration, and coordination of existing services so that we do not
continue to replicate costly services.

Sep 13, 2011 4:07 PM

21 There needs to be a streamlined network for the regional area served. Maybe
more community surveys are needed for specific tasks.

Sep 13, 2011 10:40 AM

22 There really needs to be parity across the state.  When communities are in
competition w/ other local communities, only one can win.  A statewide agency
could be put into place to oversee all negotions between business and
government.  Get everyone on the same page with the same rules.

Sep 13, 2011 8:45 AM

23 Duplication of submission and reporting and a lack of shared vision and
accountability is harmful. The state is not prompt in awarding funds, reviewing
and distributing funds etc.  Locally, I think the agencies are much better
coordinated and have a shared vision/goals.

Sep 13, 2011 8:34 AM

24 Inefficiencies in communication or procedure, regardless of where these are
found, can negatively impact function and growth in any system.

Sep 13, 2011 3:53 AM

25 With the exception with regulatory environment I believe our environment comes
first.

Sep 12, 2011 10:36 PM
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26 Marcellus Shale in NYS is currently being burdened by the inefficiency and
overregulation.  I've been in the industry 4 years and lost my job but managed to
find another one in the same field.  My income and livelihood is dependent of
keeping my job.  It would be devastating financially & emotionally if I was to be
unemployed again.  I would have to take a job with much lower wages.  Although
regulations are necessary, please don't overburden it to death with paperwork,
slow action.  Lets put people to work and reap the economic benefits.

Sep 12, 2011 10:21 PM

27 I'm more neutral on this.  I see a lot of citizens splitting the community between
thosewho want a progressive, unregulated region and those who want a
traditional, tightly controlled area.  This split creates an environment in which
govt is always the bad guy.  The peop wan o encourage business, as long as it
isn't in their backyard.  Planning boards and commissions have no business in
telling companies what they can and can't do until they want to locate in my
backyard, then they are seen as the enemy infringing on my quiet neighborhood.

Sep 12, 2011 9:34 PM

28 one of the problems is with the over bearing planning groups and their different
agendas.

Sep 12, 2011 8:41 PM

29 Favoritism among local politicians in Chemung and Steuben counties. Sep 12, 2011 5:16 PM

30 I provided no multiple-choice answer to this question because I agree with some
parts of it and disagree with others.   I am worried about under-regulation, not
over-regulation. If the gas industry has its way, we are going to end up with
polluted air and water and an industrialized landscape. I have already lived
through this nightmare in PA coal country, where I was born and raised: one of
the main reasons that I live here now is that it is a relatively clean and green
area--something that is becoming increasingly rare and that is likely to become
even more attractive if PA insists on continuing to trash its environment through
gas drilling. NY should do itself a huge favor, look at the long-term instead of just
the next few years, and work to improve (rather than degrade) its environment.
That is going to require strict regulations, and yes, there will be short-term costs,
but the long-term benefits are beyond measure and are likely to be of great
financial  benefit to the area in the not-too-distant future.

Sep 12, 2011 2:22 PM

31 I do agree with the slow process however it is vital we protect our environment.
Poor planning can lead to slow future growth. Many older southern tier  cities
have trouble revitalizing city centers because people want the big box stores and
suburb living.

Sep 12, 2011 10:39 AM

32 Unified government might produce a more cohesive economic development plan
with better coordination among agencies. But strict government regulation is a
good thing, necessary for protecting public health and the environment.

Sep 11, 2011 9:53 PM

33 We must start to consolidate to mazimize our tax base.  We are a small
government with large government ideas and the need for more and more
taxes.r

Sep 11, 2011 6:32 PM

34 Home Rule is important for our municipalities but at the same time we need to
realize, what one community does could effect the entire region, example a
community or individuals selling water rights.  There should be strong oversight
of economic development agencies. It is unrealistic to think the state of New
York can effectively regulate the gas industry which most certainly should not be
allowed to regulate it's self.  Need for elected officials, planning boards,

Sep 11, 2011 1:26 AM
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government to have in depth knowledge of an industry that could have adverse
effects on business, environment and quality of life. Example drilling in the
Marcellus shale, we need to look beyond the glad hand and rhetoric of the
industry to how this will effect present business, services supplied by
communities, economics, possible inflation, well known environmental hazards,
better safe than sorry. What is the hurry, the gas has been sitting there for
thousands of years, lets not sell ourselves short. Appalachia, coal country, is one
of the poorest, polluted regions in our country,

35 It is the "good ol boys syndrome" with a total lack of vision for a future that
makes for a high quality of life for the citizens of our region. The so-called
leaders have been in place for too long and have a boxed-in idea of what should
and should not happen. They seem unable to look outside their box canyon and
see other initiatives.... God forbid, they ever read a book outside of their
provincial subject area such as "Green Collar Economy" by Van Jones and learn
something new.

Sep 10, 2011 2:47 PM

36 What's with the leading questions?  I'm surprised this got through IRB.  Very
poorly worded.

Sep 9, 2011 8:42 PM

37 An unfair question ... I STRONGLY AGREE that we need better coordination, a
cohesive regional plan and less duplication of services.  On the other hand, I DO
NOT BLAME ALL REGULATIONS for our economic woes ... I fact I SUPPORT
STRONG ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATIONS.

Sep 9, 2011 10:05 AM

38 Regulations are needed for public health and safety and environmental
protection, more so now than ever before.

Sep 8, 2011 9:39 PM

39 I agree on Inefficient government, but at the local levels.  As far as
Overregulation it's only big business like the Natural Gas companies that are
crying foul.   If small business needs to increase their prices because of
regulations that effect their business they should pass it on to the public, its the
cost of doing business.

Sep 8, 2011 5:21 PM

40 Compared to many countries, New York state and the U.S. in general are lightly
regulated. Reduced regulation leads to abuse of workers and the environment,
coupled with increased wealth disparities, not to a better quality of life.
Government functions poorly here because it is beholden to business interests.

Sep 8, 2011 4:40 PM

41 Too many layers of government. Too many school districts (should be
countywide with fewer administrators). Too much competition between counties
and agencies. Too many tax "give aways" to businesses that don't have a vested
interest in the area besides the big tax break.

Sep 8, 2011 3:40 PM

42 I also don't believe these groups are properly drawn.  We still should not be
lumped into a random group, torn away from counties/towns/villages/cities we
are already aligned with and put in with other counties we do not share identity
with. A Cornell U/U Binghamton/Syracuse U/U Rochester and perhaps U Buffalo
regional plan would be much more effective than splitting into four regions, which
only dilutes what we can do.

Sep 8, 2011 3:36 PM

43 The environment should be protected and not compromised to gain economic
growth.  Clean air, clean water, and clean soil are imperative to sustainable
growth.  Economic growth should include and consider environmental protection

Sep 8, 2011 2:34 PM
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and quality of life.

44 Increase information available at government web sites.  Need more interactive
programs so business people and the public can better understand regulations,
and what they need to do to comply.

Sep 8, 2011 12:58 PM

45 No Fracking Sep 8, 2011 12:55 PM

46 Again, this is a loaded question, that mixes unrelated issues. You're taking
complicated issues and simplifying and "dumbing down" on issues that need
comprehensive discussion

Sep 8, 2011 11:33 AM

47 lack of coordination, too many municipalities and special districts, regressive tax
structure are all problems

Sep 8, 2011 10:55 AM

48 Not sure that the City of Elmira and Chemung County governments share the
same strategy/vision for joint improvements in the region.  More development
seems to be done outside of City limits, with fewer services/improvements that
benefit employees of downtown employers.  STEG helps bring that together, but
the gov. execs need to be held accountable for joint partnership and planning.

Sep 8, 2011 10:04 AM

49 We need an organization that champions business development and growth
regionally.  We need to consolidate our school districts.  As a former school
administrator, I understand that challenges of doing so, but often missed in the
idea of consolidation is that you do not necessary consolidate buildings, but
decision making authority.

Sep 8, 2011 7:30 AM

50 Too many layers of bureaucracy in bloated NY government. Sep 7, 2011 6:47 PM

51 Certainly clean up where clean up can be done. Though there will always be
competing interests.

Sep 7, 2011 1:30 PM

52 It is unfair to lump so many things into one "agree/disagree" question.  I agree
with some of the above, and disagree with some of the above.  I disagree with
the notion that we have too many regulations, or that we have an unfriendly
business environment, or that we mandate certain things from businesses.
These are the things that provide the quality of life that we treasure.  What I
agree with is that we lack cohesive and overarching planning and that we are
woefully lacking in efficiencies and up to our neck in a dysfunctional and
criminally- wasteful state government.

Sep 7, 2011 1:15 PM

53 Government does the best it can, however, there is always room fro
improvement.  Line-item budgeting would be prudent for gov't programs to re-
evaluate and streamline their spending.  New Yorkers pay among the highest
taxes in the nation, and yet our state has recurring budget woes.  There is a
disconnect there that needs to be addressed.

Sep 7, 2011 9:28 AM

54 Regional planning can be done exclusive of local planning - which is one reason
for so much duplicity in our government and agency system set up.

Sep 6, 2011 7:25 PM

55 It's too easy to paint everything with a broad stroke.  One  person's
overregulation is another person's safeguard.  It's amazing how, e.g., a simple
statement like 'do no harm' gets as many interpretations as members in Albany.

Sep 6, 2011 4:18 PM
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56 It is hwoever important that business be adequately regulated to protect the ehlth
and other interests of the public.

Sep 6, 2011 2:51 PM

57 Work with existing entities that deal with this, such as the area libraries and the
regional small business centers.

Sep 6, 2011 9:31 AM

58 There should be one consolidated government for the entire urban area of
Broome County.  It would be one of the largest municipalities -- one mayor, one
council, one head of each major department.  Localities can retain their local
flavor without antiquated governmental divisions.  This will allow rational
planning, coordination of development and conservation.  Everything else will fall
into place.

Sep 5, 2011 9:22 PM

59 Not enough focus on high tech job creation Sep 5, 2011 8:26 PM

60 You asked two different questions here regarding two different answers. 1.)
Fortunately, Govt is inefficient. If it were more efficient we would be further taxed
and over regulated. Big Govt is not the answer. Individuals create jobs in the
absence of overregulation and taxation not govt. These are basicv economic
principles. 2.) Yes we are very over regulated. Thats why business have left the
state in droves over the past decades.

Sep 5, 2011 12:55 PM

61 There are concerns with inefficiency of governmental regulations and
overlapping jurisdictions, but more so from the fact that local governments are
not always aware of what they can do to protect their constituents from issues
such as polution controls and distruction of roads because of fracking traffic.
Stronger state controls over these issues would be helpful in preventing
unanticipated local concerns.  We do not have a restrictive enough regulatory
environment for fracking, which we will sadly understand in the near future.

Sep 5, 2011 3:24 AM

62 Once more, I agree with some parts (lack of cohesive regional planning,
ineffective government--both of which would get better if bi-partisan cooperation
improved in ALBANY). Local governments need FUNDED mandates; some of
those mandates are good, but local property taxes aren't the way to fund them.
"Restrictive regulatory environment" is a partisan spin; good regulations, well-
enforced, based on common sense for the common good, have their place and
promote healthy regional and local economies. Not always good for global
corporations like Exxon Mobil, but good for small manufacturing, tourism, family
farms, etc.

Sep 5, 2011 12:23 AM

63 Town of ithaca is terrible for small business- too many regs and overzealous
building inspectors

Sep 4, 2011 10:45 PM

64 The government is broke and nonfunctional. Sep 4, 2011 8:51 PM

65 Poorly worded question/set of issues. I agree there is plenty of disfunction to go
around, but dislike the terms 'slow action' and 'delayed time frame' noted above.
These issues take a great deal of time and patience to consider in a
comprehensive way. The health and economic consequences of Natural Gas
development have NOT been adequately understood by residents. We cannot
say what we want until we can say what we DON'T WANT.

Sep 4, 2011 7:29 PM

66 it would be nice if regional programs covered the same counties and that there
would be collaboration among state agencies serving that region

Sep 4, 2011 11:38 AM
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67 Lack of cohesive regional planning makes for very ineffective governing - yes.
The state needs a cohesive Energy Policy that is separate from corporate greed.
Give genuine support to well coordinated economic areas - places where all the
pieces needed for manufacture and sales (raw materials, trained workers,
shipping, etc) of a product are close by. NY ranks 4th nationally in the number of
organic farms. Organics is a fast growing segment of the food market. Work to
keep those farms profitable by supporting/promoting local food markets and food
processing.

Sep 4, 2011 2:27 AM

68 There are too many layers of government. IE; 3 layers of law enforcement in one
town. etc

Sep 3, 2011 8:54 PM

69 Waiting for the Marcellus is ridiculous after all this time for review and delays.
Businesses and citizens are leaving with no reason to stay in this overregulated
and overtaxed state

Sep 3, 2011 8:08 PM

70 We must have one common purpose for all groups -business, government, and
society in general - tosave our planet and survive - with these common goals we
can all prosper.

Sep 3, 2011 7:35 PM

71 (see comments under #1 as to NYS-DEC and EPA mandates that are "killing us"
economically.

Sep 3, 2011 3:44 PM

72 You have put so many items under one category that I can't realistically choose
one opinion.  I believe that we have a serious lack of bi-partisan cooperation.  I
can't  respond to the rest of these items as I don't have first-hand experience
with them, but your wording certainly sounds like it was written by an anti-
environment, pro-business conservative.   Did you consult with a survey
specialist?  I'm thinking that the data you get from this question doesn't mean
much.

Sep 3, 2011 2:26 PM

73 Home Rule will delay gas development for years and will depress bonus $ and
royalty rates.  I have limited knowledge of local government but from what I've
seen, coordination of overlapping jurisdictions and missions would help.  As a
school board member I know we definitely need less paperwork and more
mandate relief.

Sep 3, 2011 1:35 PM

74 Devising a cohesive, intentional plan for developing long range economic
viability security for our region is greatly inhibited by the inherently corrupt
political and bureaucratic regime, regardless of agency etc. affiliation,  and
MUST include a strong citizen participation component to ensure long term
viability. Plurality of interests must be addressed without political "contributions'
and "inducements" and the issue of the common good and public goods must be
reintroduced into the equation. As long as opinions are bought and paid for,
objectivity is fiction and the underlying nature of human greed needs to be
factored into bureaucratic functions.

Sep 3, 2011 10:22 AM

75 There is a need to consolidate political jurisdictions to address these problems.
There is a need to clarify and strengthen the home rule of Towns so that they
can decide for the citizens of their jurisdictions how land will be used within the
towns. In particular, if Towns do not want fracking and its attendant problems,
Towns should be able to pass bans which are honored by the State and energy
companies seeking to exploit natural gas in the underlying shale.

Sep 3, 2011 10:20 AM
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76 Simply put the more government involvement the less ecomonic genuine
economic development.  In other words the govenment distorts the economy by
fundementally altering basic economic principles.  The few that benefit "game"
the system.  A better approach is to eliminate all the be most essential regulation
and remove layers of red-tape that plagues New York.

Sep 2, 2011 2:44 PM

77 Southern Tier Economic Growth (STEG) needs some oversight.  While I am all
the for economic growth of new and existing business in the Southern Tier, we
shouldn't be giving away the farm to businesses and passing those costs on to
the residential property owners.

Sep 2, 2011 1:14 PM

78 as an example of the "splits" and lack of coordination, i have seen situations (Nat
gas pipeline vs water basin issues vs drilling issues vs DOT issues) in which one
agency approves one piece another approves another and on and on....until
ultimately pieces come together to build something we don't actually want and
that can actually damage or QOL...it feels like we have evolved from a
democratic state (one vote one person; ideas from grassroots) to a state run by
big business....power of the purse gets more than "one vote"...i have some fear
that the measures of this program's approach may shift this further to drive us to
the next "boom:bust" quick fix...i hope we are careful not to part the waters as
monies appear....i understand that our election cycle makes it difficult to have
long term visions that stick, but it is short-sighted and dangerous not to stay
aligned with longer term visions of what we really want as citizens of this state

Sep 2, 2011 11:44 AM

79 The promenade in Elmir is an example of a lack of cohesive planning. While the
concept is admirable, there is no true coordination for attracting new
business/development. Neither has much thought been give to attractinge new
or specific audiences.

Sep 2, 2011 8:41 AM

80 We seem to have a larger and larger government at all levels hovering over a
shrinking economy, not seeming to realize that it is the excessive "hovering" and
"control" that is driving investment away from the State.

Sep 2, 2011 7:03 AM

81 These areas have a strong need for reform and streamlining.The rural or
southern tier area is politically dominated by the city involment which  is out of
touch with our needs

Sep 1, 2011 8:28 PM

82 Give them more busy work, so people can breathe and get their work done.need
to mine other planets and utilize these idiots(no offense) for something other
than exploiting our own people.

Sep 1, 2011 7:53 PM

83 Economic development agencies, esp. those which lend money, should be run
(or at least staffed) by bankers, not by public administrators. Our prospective
deal with the BLDC includes terms, conditions and requirements that run the
gamut from ludicrous to dangerous (in a business sense) - our bankers and
lawyers are all at a lost to explain such ridiculous and onerous requirements.

Sep 1, 2011 7:48 PM

84 government deregulation led to the 2008 mortgage disaster and current
economic crisis. Certainly cohesive planning and bi-partisan cooperation are
needed; but so is structure.

Sep 1, 2011 5:56 PM

85 Planning committees slow operation is a result of far too many UPPER layers of
government. Local jurisdictions are far better and much more effecient. Do we
really need County government ? Business mandates are the result far too much

Sep 1, 2011 5:53 PM
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state micro management and a desire to create revenue streams from "rich
business' ".

86 to many govt agencies, all trying to look like they are useful. Sep 1, 2011 3:49 PM

87 See comment above concerning improperly structured question and misleading
wording which does not all for direct responses to each example in the question.

Sep 1, 2011 3:32 PM

88 Problem - insufficient worker protection, demonization of unions. Unions are not
the problem. Local government corruption and handing of millions of dollars of
taxpayer monies to private large corporations IS the problem.

Sep 1, 2011 1:45 PM

89 Moving gas drilling forward now.  This is extremely necessary for the economic
health of the southern tier of new york!   NO MORE DELAYS.

Sep 1, 2011 1:27 PM

90 Consolidation of government and services where possible, eliminate duplication
of services.  Bi-partisan cooperation is critical.  There s/b mandate relief with tax
cap in place.

Sep 1, 2011 12:07 PM

91 Governement inefficiency, not overregulation Sep 1, 2011 11:30 AM

92 Our local goverments are a mess. People that want to fight, drink or have no
clue.

Sep 1, 2011 10:59 AM

93 This wording is very loaded.  It's embarrassing to come from a University!!! It
sounds like hackneyed Republican boilerplate.

Sep 1, 2011 10:18 AM

94 Comprehensive planning is good as long as it promotes local, traditional
industries, sustainable development and not polluting extractive industries.
Regulation is good and required to protect our environment and way of life.

Sep 1, 2011 10:06 AM

95 The State government is too big. Also the state  has too many controls which
makes doing busness in New york difficult!

Sep 1, 2011 9:40 AM

96 I support government regulation and planning.  I do not see the business
environment as unfriendly, as many new small businesses are growing in my
community.

Sep 1, 2011 9:08 AM

97 A lack of cohesive planning, coordination and fragmentation of ec. dev. agencies
are critical gaps. The others are less so.

Sep 1, 2011 8:12 AM

98 I'd say every element presented is a hindrance or deadweight applied to value
that may otherwise be generated, in a free market, organically or in response to
local need & demands.  Kindly reconsider the role government should play
nurturing, coddling & subsidizing favored industry, interests and groups;
entanglements are unavoidable given the easy decision of kicking the can down
the street, and regulating for some purported greater good.  Let the markets lie,
repeal restrictive regulation (there's the rub), who will be trusted to craft & deploy
"smart" regulation & maintain the rule of law.  Politicians are routinely cited for
unethical behavior, if my leadership engages in such activity, why should I follow
any rule or guideline.

Aug 31, 2011 3:48 PM

99 Regulations need to be streamlined, not removed. Aug 31, 2011 2:52 PM
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100 Lack of focus and what is in it for me syndrome. Need a better "face" to our
customer, offering a comprehensive and well thought out package of why to do
business in the Southern Tier. A win anywhere in the region is helpful! People
now travel hr plus for work. Lack of reional marketing presence, I feel.

Aug 31, 2011 10:38 AM

101 Exactly what needs to get out of its own way. Less Government intervention and
regulations more ACTION. The people of this country are utterly exhausted by
the inefficiency of our Federal and State Governments to execute what the
people need.This country was founded on great idea's, with huge risk taking to
achieve. When Government gets in the way of progress we get Recessions like
we are in now and stagnation of growth. People lose their confidence to reach
out and take those chances.

Aug 31, 2011 9:51 AM

102 partisan politics seems to be the rule in Albany. Our representatives or more
concerned about being re-elected than providing for the common good.

Aug 31, 2011 8:52 AM

103 I think that duplicate services and non coordination are two of the biggest
problems we have in this area.

Aug 31, 2011 6:31 AM

104 Regulation is needed, and there's always room to improve the process.
Supporting local governments ability to regulate what takes place in their
geography is important. Then the people who will be most affected have the
most say in what happens.

Aug 31, 2011 1:45 AM

105 economic development takes too long and it's political, not geared toward job
creation and business development

Aug 31, 2011 12:57 AM

106 I agree to an extent about inefficiency, lack of cohesive programs, and the like,
but I disagree that overregulation is a major issue.

Aug 30, 2011 10:35 PM

107 Strong bi-partisan leadership is imperative to developing regionally. Aug 30, 2011 6:15 PM

108 Government policies can set energy efficiency standards & practices for all
sectors. Equity and economic justice will be central to an economy based on
local skills supporting energy efficiency, locally sourced energy supplies and
efficient infrastructure.

Aug 30, 2011 3:57 PM

109 The greatest resource we have is a clean environment that brings in tourist
dollars and allows us to produce the region’s best wines and agricultural
products.  Allowing risky unhealthy industry to move in and threaten this is a far
greater threat to our local economy.   Allowing industry to set up shop should
only be done after extreme overview of the dangers that the industry may bring
to a region- the benefits do not always outweigh the risks.

Aug 30, 2011 2:55 PM

110 I agree most strongly that a lack of cohesive regional planning hampers business
development and leads to inept and inefficient land use (sprawl) which costs
every citizen and every jurisdiction money. We need a more open, participatory,
coordinated approach to planning and land use which strengthens existing
population centers (smart growth). By no means however should we relax
regulations that protect water quality, rural land and natural areas from
irresponsible industrial or resource extraction activity, because land and water
resources free from contamination is critical to our long term economic, food and
energy security. Government protection for these resources is appropriate.

Aug 30, 2011 1:53 PM
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111 Property taxes are regressive. We must increase the income-tax revenue
sharing with local governments to reduce burdens on local property-tax payers.

Aug 30, 2011 1:30 PM

112 This is so obvous throughhout NYS that you really didn't have to ask! Aug 30, 2011 1:14 PM

113 While both the private and public sector can finds ways to be more efficient, the
civil society is better protected by having several layers of government.  With a
consolidation government to the state level, corporations can and have easily
garnered control; and in so doing use the environment and the workforce for
financial gain,  Thereby concentrating wealth in the hands of a few who are not
residents of our area and sapping wealth from our communities.

Aug 30, 2011 11:15 AM

114 I believe the right hand does not know what the left is doing.  I feel more that the
special interests of some are considered better than what is really best for the
whole..

Aug 30, 2011 10:03 AM

115 This issue is a smokescreen for poor business planning and operation. Aug 30, 2011 9:41 AM

116 Both state and local government regulation is to great, government is involved in
to many levels of business development, they should collect there taxes(but to
much) and stay out of the rest

Aug 29, 2011 10:06 PM

117 Government is no longer all that inefficient.  Those days are gone.  Most, if not
all, state and local agencies cannot produce the work they are supposed to
produce now due to budget and staff cuts.  Civil servants now wear too many
hats to get the jobs done in a timely manner.

Aug 29, 2011 9:17 PM

118 look at the delays incurred for natural gas drilling, it just is taking too long. Aug 29, 2011 7:19 PM

119 I'm not sure that inefficiency and overregulation should be lumped together.  I
think they need to be looked at individually

Aug 29, 2011 3:16 PM

120 The government agencies do what they can with the money they are allocated.
If oil & gas leases go through, local persons would have more money to spend
and thus more money for taxes and the governmental departments.  I feel that is
more important than anything as well as fostering a friendly business
environment.

Aug 29, 2011 2:12 PM

121 We need municipalities to work together toward a common goal. Officials do not
see what is needed for our community, only their needs.

Aug 29, 2011 1:23 PM

122 the relationships between the DEC, Dept. of Transportation and the Health Dept.
are non existent. If they would actually speak to each other, even with in the
DEC, money, time and  is wasted because of it. I.E. the DEC that is to regulate
wide scale, high impact industrialization to frack shale doesn't discuss the water
issues with the dept that handles water. The DEC doesn't talk with the Dept of
Trans. to let them know what is in the trucks that pass through
residential/agricultural areas. If the departments worked together with the gov.'s
agencies they would be recommending that shale gas development is not worthy
of any further expenses expended. It is clearly a losing proposition. Millions have
already been spent by local, regional and state agencies that will never be
recouped.

Aug 29, 2011 11:32 AM

123 Municipalities work hard only to find themselves held up by state departments Aug 29, 2011 10:34 AM
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that take way too long to do their part.  Perhaps too much state regulation.

124 All politicians care about ultimately is their own re-election.  It sounds good to
say they're working for "the people's interest" but that's just code for their own
self-perpetuation in office.  The will do whatever it takes to keep themselves in
office.

Aug 29, 2011 8:21 AM

125 Review County government and revise. Do not use blanket approach when
reviewing towns and village governments. There are good governments and
inefficient governments. An individual approach should be utilized

Aug 29, 2011 8:15 AM

126 We need a shared vision that is deeply informed by a long-term analysis of
interactions between our human community and natural resource base in the
context of climate change, food security, and maintaining healthy life support
systems.  Politicians are beholden to corporate money and election cycles and
that has tainted their judgment.  Agency staff suffer from lack of motivation and
very limited vision.

Aug 29, 2011 12:31 AM

127 Unfettered deregulation ultimately has it's own costs.  Costs that everyone must
pay.  Stop being a capitalist when the checks are written and a socialist when
the bills come due.  Businesses have no conscience and are far to short sighted
to be trusted.  Efficiency, coordination, consolidation, fair control  and effective
oversite are essential for the health of the community.

Aug 28, 2011 9:55 PM

128 The DEC does not have the manpower to regulate the activities of gas
companies if hydrofracking is allowed in NYS. We should learn from the
devastation taking place in PA.

Aug 28, 2011 9:28 PM

129 Consolidate governments and administrations of school districts to reduce
duplication of top heavy, expensive management layers.

Aug 28, 2011 8:38 PM

130 Your wording is poor; it lumps varied issues in one sentence and has an angry,
anti-government tone which will appeal to the "shoot from the hip" anti-gov't"
right.  Let's take each item alone and remove the negative and inflammatory
language.

Aug 28, 2011 8:18 PM

131 This grouping of issues is not sensible.  How can a lack of regional planning be
combined with restrictive environmental regulations, for example.  You are
lumping too many things together to expect an intelligent response.

Aug 28, 2011 7:37 PM

132 In my conversations with Business Owners, the cost of "Unemployment
Insurance,Workers Comp.& Insurance is so high in NY, that they are concerned
about hiring more people.

Aug 28, 2011 4:50 PM

133 EVERYONE knows that this stuff is problematic.  You don't need me to tell you
that!  Just look at the environmentalist obstructionists blocking nat gas
production and their spineless politicial hacks!  THREE f*cking years of delay!
Oh, look!  Another Saudi oil tanker has just docked in New Jersey.  Another 100
million dollars sucked out of New York, headed to our 'friends' in the Middle East.
Wake up.

Aug 28, 2011 4:04 PM

134 everyone knows we need to consolidate governing bodie sbut noone wants to
lose their jobs

Aug 28, 2011 12:10 PM
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135 Everything is done piecemeal. Aug 28, 2011 12:05 PM

136 We nee ONE economic development agency for the county. And that agency
needs to have all the info for businesses and help business fill out the mountains
of paperwork it can take to get some of the incentives.

Aug 28, 2011 12:02 PM

137 1) Merge school districts. It is criminal to have so many districts for such a small
population area! A county-wide district would reduce overhead by reducing
superintendents, their staff, financial staff, etc. 2) Dissolve villages of Johnson
City and Endicott into the town of Union, then consolidate towns of Union and
Vestal (at a minimum) into the city of BInghamton, consolidating fire, police and
public service and reducing overhead.

Aug 28, 2011 11:54 AM

138 Too many delays in approving permits by regulatory agencies. Aug 28, 2011 11:40 AM

139 ... but local government is important.  Shared services make sense in many
situations, but entity consolidation often does not.

Aug 28, 2011 10:10 AM

140 The left hand etc. Aug 27, 2011 10:14 PM

141 wrong Aug 27, 2011 7:42 PM

142 It seems because of government inefficiency, overrgulation, meddling and taxes,
there is no way for most business or families to earn a decent income. I am now
of the opinion that the only way to earn an income is to sell my farm and move to
another state that doesn't think they need to have their hands in every aspect of
my life as a tax paying citizen, property owner and small business operator.

Aug 27, 2011 5:01 PM

143 I agree with lack of cohesive regional planning  I would add: too many different
planning/development agencies  I don't know what "business mandates" refers
to -- question needs to be more specific. Same with "mandate relief"  I strongly
disagree with       excessive regulation burden;       restrictive regulatory
environment; mandate relief;      fractured/excessive local government
jurisdictions.

Aug 27, 2011 4:37 PM

144 I feel the only parts of the state that matter to Albany is the Albany and New York
City/Long Island areas.  If development doesn't pertain to these areas, the state
government dismisses it.

Aug 27, 2011 4:14 PM

145 Govenments everywhere in the US are bogged down by bureaucratic people
and policies.  Elected officials are only interested in getting reelcted.  NY has
notorious poor government.

Aug 27, 2011 3:05 PM

146 It's important to have regulations.  When done right, they protect the
environment, keep our community healthier, protect workers, and give
businesses a level playing field.  But these regulations should be efficient and
necessary, so they should be periodically reviewed to assure that they are doing
what they are intended to do.

Aug 27, 2011 3:03 PM

147 ineffective state government....hope this is changing Aug 27, 2011 8:12 AM

148 Local government in my town (supervisor) keeps saying that the watershed Land
Acquisition Program (LAP) has a goal of completely taking over Delaware
County & making it so expensive to live here that we will no longer be able to

Aug 27, 2011 7:49 AM
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afford the taxes & move out.  Then he complains about unfunded mandates at
the state level.  Then he says we need gas drilling to make money and he would
welcome a Walmart distribution center in our town because it would create jobs.
Neither Albany, nor our local town officials, understand the nuances of our
position here in Delaware County.  They do nothing to promote a LOCAL
sustainable economy.  They see WalMart, mini-malls and gas drilling as our
economic savior to keep up the salaries and benefits of overpaid regulators in
Albany and pension plans that must not go dry.  What about cutting all that
unnecessary fat and allowing towns to use their tax dollars to stimulate local
economy.  Keep in mind that cost externalization is such a huge issue with Gas
Drilling that what NY sees as an economic boon is likely to be the ruination of
this area.

149 The inefficiency and comparatively high cost of government economic
development efforts is an impediment to business development. Government
should reduce costs related to bureaucratic red tape, provide oversight for safety
and security issues and limited incentives for development. Beyond that, let the
entrepreneurial spirit of America take its course.

Aug 27, 2011 7:42 AM

150 We need to review services, combine where it makes sense.  Provide value, for
services.  Tighter enforcement and regulation where fraud and abuse occur.
Review of current pay and retirement benefits for public employees.

Aug 26, 2011 11:52 PM

151 why can't these questions be move simple? Aug 26, 2011 10:16 PM

152 LEAN SIGMA SIX APPLIED TO STATE, COUNTY, AND LOCAL GOVT WOULD
BE A BREATH OF FRESH AIR IN A STALE STATE POISED FOR RENEWAL.
AGAIN, COLLEGE MEDIA AND ONLINE ACCESS TO OPEN GOVT WOULD
HELP.

Aug 26, 2011 10:16 PM

153 stop corporate welfare. Aug 26, 2011 9:49 PM

154 The most legislated state we have lived/worked/conducted business. Aug 26, 2011 9:37 PM

155 this has been for manny years, politics should be a second job not a career Aug 26, 2011 8:41 PM

156 The NYSDEC's draft SGEIS does not provide sufficient regulations to protect our
watershed from contamination. It does not consider cumulative impacts and is
wholly woefully inadequate.  Our small towns do not have sufficient support or
resources to regulate this heavy industrialization that could forever undermine
the quality of life in our communities.

Aug 26, 2011 8:30 PM

157 As referenced above we are the subjects of neglect and it is NOT benign.
Seward and Crouch are worthless.  Magee is little better.  I have some respect
for Pete Lopez in Schoharie but he is playing the same party game everyone
else is.  We have too many contractors, too many taxing authorities, and
everyone points fingers at someone else.  Classic and traditional politics.

Aug 26, 2011 8:00 PM

158 Too much Government Aug 26, 2011 7:43 PM

159 Most are out of touch with what is going on to the middleclass. Aug 26, 2011 7:17 PM

160 We are fed up with NYS and it's overregulation.   All of my family has left
because there are no jobs to support them and taxes are too high.  Why can't

Aug 26, 2011 4:53 PM
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NY look at other states that are growing and use that as a model?

161 Again, your inquiries are convoluted in the real issues: how does the issue of
hyrdo fracking impact local gov't infrastructures, lack of regulation of the fracking
industries DEVASTATES local communities to the point of economic collapse.

Aug 26, 2011 4:44 PM

162 It is obvious that state government is extremely fractured and inefficient.
However, I think it is important to remember that state regulation is essential
when discussing environmentally sensitive development such as Marcellus
Shale drilling.

Aug 26, 2011 4:42 PM

163 This is the biggest problem in my experience.  Also the local governments tend
to pander to the few nay-sayers and NIMBY voices much more than to the
reasonable majority at the cost of their communities and the region.

Aug 26, 2011 3:53 PM

164 This is a huge issue from poorly managed plan reviews at the local level to
fragmented multi-layered state regulatory and program environments.

Aug 26, 2011 3:52 PM

165 The DEC is totally unprepared to regulate, inspect or predict the ill effects of
fracking.

Aug 26, 2011 3:51 PM

166 I wouldn't say overregulation. But I would agree with inefficiency. Aug 26, 2011 3:39 PM

167 There should be a single agency dealing with economic development at the
county level.

Aug 26, 2011 3:38 PM

168 This is a huge problem and a major factor in upstate's struggles.  For starters,
there are too many layers of government; villages, towns, cities, counties, school
districts, etc. that have their own administrations that have their own tiny piece of
the pie and that suck up a lot of resources.  Towns, villages, counties, and cities
do not work together to bring about substantive development or change.  Often
municipalities are at odds with each other, and compete for the same
development, playing a zero-sum game.

Aug 26, 2011 3:27 PM

169 This is in various ways a problem, and something that can be improved, but it is
not the biggest economic development barrier

Aug 26, 2011 3:02 PM

170 I don't think there is over regulation, but there is ineffective state government and
inefficiencies in state bureaucracies.

Aug 26, 2011 2:47 PM

171 Government needs to decrease regulations and then no new state jobs will be
required.

Aug 26, 2011 2:31 PM

172 Another poor question.  I agree with some of these things, but noy others. Aug 26, 2011 2:31 PM

173 The Wicks law should be eliminated to reduce the cost of public construction
projects.

Aug 26, 2011 2:17 PM

174 Wow. What a mish mash of issues. I agree that some are obstacles to economic
development and others are not. The survey form does not allow for any
distinction. I don't see how any strategic effort can be successful if it proposes to
treat all of these issues equally in some way.

Aug 26, 2011 1:56 PM

175 Let's face it, NY is consistently rated the worst state in which to do business! Aug 26, 2011 1:48 PM
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176 over reaching on landowner constitutional rights based on  no scientific fact.
Scare tactics  and imposition of NYC   Wallstreet politics on upstate
communities.

Aug 26, 2011 1:23 PM

177 We need to greatly reduce state and federal regulation, taxation, and influence.
We need to increase local control and local autonomy at the town and county
levels.

Aug 26, 2011 1:05 PM

178 NY has a prettty high cost to do business here.  Taxes and Utilities and
insurances alone make it hard to compete with other states.  We have to
maintain some enforceable regulations for all industries to insure a fair work
place.   Unnecessary delays in implimenting The Natural Gas Drilling
Regulations will have an adverse affect on the best source of job growth in the
southern Tier.

Aug 26, 2011 12:37 PM

179 I think this must be solved by an ethic which sets up a firewall between business
and government planning. Government planning should be based on real needs
not someone's idea how to make a buck.   For instance, every environmental
regulation which was originally conceived to serve the public interest has been
tampered with beyond recognition by some lobbyist to serve some corporate
interest.  With the result that the public turns against regulations that they need,
and then business gets away with saying that their hands are tied by regulations
when indeed they have not been.  The regulations have no benefit but to make
money for someone and no teeth to protect the public.

Aug 26, 2011 12:18 PM

180 Too many local and state agencies involved with economic growth doing the
same type of work and not coordinating their efforts.Each city and county
government has their own Planning and Development Department. Do we need
this overlapping of departments to promote growth.

Aug 26, 2011 11:58 AM

181 In government there use to be overiding provisions for common sense. I have no
idea if this has been litigated out yet to my mind the problem is the enforcement
that overides practicallity.

Aug 26, 2011 11:55 AM

182 Finalize the SGEIS and start allowing hydrofracking / drilling. into the Utica and
Marcellus.

Aug 26, 2011 11:48 AM

183 This one isn't as bad, but "lack of bi-partisan cooperation" is a potential red flag.
People have different opinions about how things should be run.  The point of
having parties is that they can present different visions and also sell their greater
competence at getting things done.  "Bi-partisan cooperation" can be a perfect
excuse for doing things that a majority of the voters don't want, without there
being anyone they can blame. There's a lot that can be done to improve
regulation and deal with issues such as overlapping jurisdictions, but that's not
necessarily synonymous with "overregulation."  Some rules should be scrapped,
others should be tightened.  Who can be in favor of "overregulation"?  But simply
having LESS regulation is no solution, since many rules are there for good
reasons.

Aug 26, 2011 11:15 AM

184 Things need to run efficiently, but be done thoughtfully, not be rushed. Aug 26, 2011 11:13 AM

185 NY is the most over-reggulated inefficient government EVER! Aug 26, 2011 11:04 AM

186 The snail pace of the development of the SGEIS, the potential for disarray with Aug 26, 2011 10:51 AM
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towns, counties, etc. having different positions on gas, the over-regulation of the
watersheds - all these are anti-business and have kept tens of thousands of
landowners from recovering income and relieving the tax burden for their
regions.

187 I believe that since NYS is a "home rule state" many planners and community
developers are very territorial. Instead of looking at what is good for the whole it
is only "what's good for me". We need to encourage holistic and regional
planning across areas and make special efforts to include those who have been
typically left out of the picture, such as agriculture, young professionals and
students - who are often the next generation of business
development/entrepreneurs.

Aug 26, 2011 10:18 AM

188 BETTER/STRICTER environmental regulations NEEDED; more public health
protections needed, regulatory agencies unduly influenced by business interests;
state politicians need to act on priorities of their constituents, not be lapdogs of
donors.

Aug 26, 2011 10:00 AM

189 It's really simple, this state government has colluded with labor unions to a point
where the state is seen as hostile toward business. While this may be tolerated
in New York City, the effect on the rest of the state has been (continues to be)
devastating.

Aug 26, 2011 9:58 AM

190 We need the various government agencies to be much more responsive in a
timely fashion by allowing natural gas drilling to move forward.  New York state
has spent sufficient time reviewing and writing regulation for gas drilling.  It is
time for action.

Aug 26, 2011 9:58 AM

191 A key issue the the policies that make it difficult for a new business to operate;
sometimes conficting State and Federal rules/regs and different standards
required by different State agencies.

Aug 26, 2011 9:48 AM

192 Too many layers of government... Aug 26, 2011 9:40 AM

193 We're so overburdened by HUGE government bureaucracy. We keep telling the
Federal Gov't that they need to cut back...it should start at the lower
levels...We've got a committee for everything from which way the toilet paper
comes off the roll to committees to establish committees...ridiculously
overburdensome.

Aug 26, 2011 9:29 AM

194 Very poorly worded Aug 26, 2011 9:28 AM

195 The DEC should regulate all drilling and site inspections. Towns and local
agencies should not be involved.

Aug 26, 2011 9:23 AM

196 lack of cooperation between political entities and ineffective State Gov. tops the
list.

Aug 26, 2011 8:57 AM

197 1. Put all NYS agencies (except DEC) on "fixed" budget (i.e. zero sum with a
specific base year). 2. Increase DEC budget to permit hiring of additional staff to
support nat. gas exploration/drilling/envirnmental compliance.

Aug 26, 2011 8:51 AM

198 I don't think overregulation should be lumped together with "lack of cohesive
regional planning."  The regulations perform a protective function, especially for

Aug 26, 2011 8:44 AM
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the environment -- they should stay.  We also need cohesive regional planning,
especially in the form of form-based codes, and often don't have it.

199 Since I was retired from government agency in downstate NY, I am not sure of
such government inefficiency/overregulation in southern tier but I noticed it in
City of Utica.

Aug 26, 2011 8:10 AM

200 We have too much government for the tax base. Combining local governments
and eliminating programs is a must if business is to survive in the area.

Aug 26, 2011 7:39 AM

201 I believe regulations exist as protection for workers and our environment and are
much needed.I would even want the dept of Labor to look into the drilling
companies and pipeline companies who make the workers work too many
hrs.This would bring in OSHA maybe?Too many hrs are a recipe for accidents
and possibly deaths on the jobs.And I do not like that Doug Barton from Tioga
Economic Development was right to side with Chesapeake and Talisman Gas
companies that there are not qualified heavy equipment operators in NYS ! How
dare he agree with them!! His job is to put people to work ,not be a liar!

Aug 26, 2011 7:07 AM

202 We suffer from to much government yes....we suffer more from a government
that seems to dislike the private sector. We need to reduce the number of people
working in government.

Aug 26, 2011 7:04 AM

203 Mayor matt ryan is bankrupting the city of Binghamton through poor
management of it's parking garages, city funds, and by ignoring warnings of the
joint ewage tratment plant

Aug 25, 2011 9:30 PM

204 Regarding the support for and regulation of the natural gas industry in N.Y. This
industry, in my opinion has the most significant potential to create jobs and
wealth over the next 5 to 10 years in the Southern Tier of N.Y.  The current, slow
to act state goverment body is and perhaps has driven the industry from our door
step in 2010 and with the current very uncertin business enviorment in the state
is driving the industry to very business friendly states like Ohio and back into the
west and south west. The dSEGIS is a good, science based document and no
we need to begin safe regulated drilling employing current technologies and
regulations.N.Y. currently purchased in excess of 90% of nat gas used in the
state from outside N.Y. and much from Canada.

Aug 25, 2011 9:12 PM

205 yes, yes, yes Aug 25, 2011 8:56 PM

206 Gov't is over controlling and over spending they are too slow in development and
implementation of new projects with a lack of only allowing factual basis

Aug 25, 2011 8:33 PM

207 Government is broken, actions are mostly based on politics not the common
good. Make it leaner and more business friendly. If it keeps on sucking at the
achievers or soon everyone will be on public assistance.

Aug 25, 2011 5:45 PM

208 Two issues here:  two many jurisdictions, and too many regulations at the State
level

Aug 25, 2011 5:22 PM

209 I think you are lumping to many issues together; I do not have serious objections
to regulating business in a way that protects people and the environment.

Aug 25, 2011 5:15 PM

210 yuppers, If the state would stop kissing every welfare enviro bum maybe we Aug 25, 2011 4:26 PM
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could get drilling started for natural gas in NY

211 Especially as it pertains to Fracking.  I consider this dangerous to the
environment and should be heavily regulated and NOT rushed into!

Aug 25, 2011 2:45 PM

212 Tremendously unfriendly business environment here.  Planners want small
"family-owned" businesses, but don't want increased traffic on roads.  The
proposed Town of Otego Comprehensive Plan encourages green energy use,
but you can't put up a windtower on your own property to preserve the view.
Forget about solar panels.  Yet oil delivery trucks (and therefore oil usage) is
never discussed as a problem.

Aug 25, 2011 2:28 PM

213 From my limited perspective, the City of Binghatmon works fairly well with
County and community entities.  Broome County as a whole (JC, etc.) could use
some work in this regard.

Aug 25, 2011 1:34 PM

214 planning and design can make all the difference between something that works,
and something that doesn't

Aug 25, 2011 12:50 PM

215 Government needs to start governing and stop regulating everything until they
leave the state.

Aug 25, 2011 12:35 PM

216 While I agree that this area is a problem, I don't see how Aug 25, 2011 12:17 PM

217 Too many layers of government.  The urban/suburban part of Broome County
should become one city.

Aug 25, 2011 12:06 PM

218 Towns, cities, and villages compete against each other for businesses with no
larger plan for growth. In many cases, this hop-scotching effect leads to
unsustainable suburban development, low-quality and low-income employment,
and higher costs for all public services, from transportation to health. Planning at
the County level and Regional level is needed to flesh out the desires of towns,
villages and cities, and determine the best plans for each.

Aug 25, 2011 11:44 AM

219 no home rule let DEC manage the natural gas development!!!! Aug 25, 2011 11:38 AM

220 No doubt there are inefficiencies and areas for improvement in local and state
government, but I think that many of the issues for the area stem from internal
(community-level) negative attitudes and an inability to market all the very
positive resources this region has to offer.  As someone who grew up in Central
NY, moved away for ten years to live in the Boston area, and then returned to
upstate NY, it really feels like the region could use a new vision for what is
possible and for new leaders to generate ideas for sustainable ways forward.

Aug 25, 2011 11:30 AM

221 Only problem I see is inadequate funding for state agencies. Aug 25, 2011 9:58 AM

222 The lack of a willingness to compromise severely compromises all forward
reaching movement in our State. What happened to the talk of jobs in the the
natural gas sector I started hearing about 3 or 4 years ago? Does it take that
long to approve new businesses in our state? If so, we will soon become
California! Let's put more of an emphasis on our children and their education,
health and welfare. Families who are well educated and forward looking will
move to areas that support their children well. It will help to reverse "brain drain".

Aug 25, 2011 9:39 AM
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223 If there is consolidation of municipal governing bodies, town and villages should
be retained and county boards should go. County boards duplicate town and
village boards, cost extra in taxes, and are less in tune with residents' needs.
The regulatory environment is not too restrictive.  State mandates should be
reviewed and curtailed to the extent possible. They are a tax burden on
communities.

Aug 25, 2011 9:02 AM

224 over regulation and the good old boy networks are killing us.This has to be
streamlined

Aug 25, 2011 7:33 AM

225 I agree that there is a lack of coordination among agencies, duplication of
government programs, and fragmentation of economic development agencies.

Aug 25, 2011 12:15 AM

226 Government regulation of energy development and industrial development
needs to follow the needs of the people of the region and the environmental
requirements of the region.

Aug 24, 2011 11:00 PM

227 A  comprehensive plan from the state for the drilling of nat. gas is needed to
allow development for this industry that will grow jobs.

Aug 24, 2011 10:32 PM

228 Please do not assume that government regulation is overregulation.
Government regulation is not the problem!!! Regulations protect citizens, They
do not adversely affect economic development. Industries that don't want
regulation are bad industries to promote.

Aug 24, 2011 10:31 PM

229 The over regulation of business is terrible. The mandates, especially Medicade
does more to harm growth and encourage flight than anything else.

Aug 24, 2011 9:42 PM

230 There are too many layers of petty local government that cost taxpayers money
and who spend much of their time fighting with each other than providing useful
services.

Aug 24, 2011 8:25 PM

231 Pass safe gas drilling asap! Aug 24, 2011 8:17 PM

232 drill a gas well, bring a soldier home Aug 24, 2011 8:04 PM

233 Building better communications between agencies is always a path to pursue.
Poor bi-partisan cooperation is what will continue to bring us all down.....or hold
us in perpetual stagnation.  We need STRONGER environmental regulation.
Resources are not infinite.

Aug 24, 2011 6:31 PM

234 Our greatest resources in the Finger Lakes are our natural beauty and fresh
water. These need governement protection and oversight.

Aug 24, 2011 5:08 PM

235 mostly, I don't think you have correctly identified the most important obstacle ---
misguided priorities...economic developers are committed to competing in the
global marketplace to score some big outside "win"; we should be focusing our
efforts and resources on making Main Street stronger; much less capital
intensive much greater ROI....

Aug 24, 2011 3:58 PM

236 NYS DOT takes too long to process federally funded infrastructure project .
gestation period for a project conception to construction 7,8-10 years.

Aug 24, 2011 3:26 PM

237 Over-zealous politicians should be ahead to the list of descriptors. Aug 24, 2011 3:11 PM
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238 My agreement is only for the first half of the list. I do NOT agree that any of the
following are obstacles: delayed time frame for project approval from state
agencies; business mandates; excessive regulation/paperwork burden;
restrictive regulatory environment; mandate relief; unfriendly business
environment; fractured/excessive local government jurisdictions

Aug 24, 2011 2:41 PM

239 Generally, I think there are too many layers of government in New York. It can
be hard to tell what the county does and what the city or town or village does,
especially when the village is also within a town. We need clear divisions of what
entity is responsible for which activity so that things are more efficient. Previous
economic development initiatives seem to concentrate more on cities and not
look at rural NYers. Your plans should cover all the people in the area, not just
some. Regulation is an issue that cuts both ways. Some industries, like
winemaking, seem to have a lot of regulations that cut down on their ability to
grow their business, while others seem to dodge a lot of regulations that are
needed, such as the gas drilling industry not having flowback and drill cuttings
classified, tracked, and treated as hazardous waste when they clearly are.

Aug 24, 2011 2:22 PM

240 Way to many municipal jurisdictions!  Need to streamline, consolidate or reduce
the number and encourage creative ways of making it happen (win-win
situations).

Aug 24, 2011 1:10 PM

241 Again, how can i answer when i agree on some and not on others? Also, how
can "cohesive economic development" and "mandate relief" be inefficient? Did
you forget to phrase them in the negative?

Aug 24, 2011 1:08 PM

242 I could agree or disagree depending on which of the specific items I was being
asked about.  Bottom line is:  There is too much government involvement.

Aug 24, 2011 1:02 PM

243 these two choices should not be lumped as one choice. I strongly agree that
government is inefficient and I also strongly DISagree that there is
overregulation. Lumping these two together makes it appear that there is a bias
in creation of the question and the survey (I am a University researcher who
designs surveys)

Aug 24, 2011 12:28 PM

244 Delaware County has the dubious distinction as the only county faced with
regulation by the Delaware River Basin Commission, the Susquehanna River
Basin Commission and the New York City Department of Environmental
Protection.  The latter is regulation without representation and the first two are
nearly the same.  We are the poster boy for too much regulation without
compensation.

Aug 24, 2011 12:00 PM

245 Also, there is such a large disparity between pay and benefits between
government and private sector employees  (pensions, early retirement age,
health benefits - such as extremely low copays & insurance continued after
retiirement, etc. etc.).  Perhaps the government could save some money there.
As taxpayers, we're all paying for their benefits - ones that we can't enjoy
ourselves and/or find it increasingly difficult to provide to our employees - as we
continue to work hard - many well past age 65 - and worry where our health
insurance will come from, etc.  Why are State and Federal employees treated so
exclusively in that regard?  Many probably have no idea how different it is to
work in a non-public sector job.

Aug 24, 2011 11:58 AM

246 Too many subjects - Not sure how this question will help you decide if it is too Aug 24, 2011 11:15 AM



82 of 681

Page 3, Q2.  <b>Government Inefficiency/Overregulation.</b>  This includes lack of cohesive regional planning;
lack of coordination among agencies; duplication of federal/state programs; ineffective state government;
fragmentation of economic development agencies; overlapping jurisdictions; lack of bi-partisa...

much regulation or poor working relationships between people in different
programs.

247 Seek to develop open minds, and encourage locals to "see the bigger picture"
for the benefit of their community and New York State as a whole. Suggest
cross-regional visitations, to see "what works" in other areas of the state.

Aug 24, 2011 10:35 AM

248 I did not choose an answer above.  All these issues would be addressed in a
regional comprehensive plan.  Most citizens are not aware of all these issues
and would not be in a position to comment on this question.    Educating your
citizens of the region should be the first order of business as you work through
the comprehensive plan.  This plan should take 18 months at a minimum.

Aug 24, 2011 10:34 AM

249 Your question is wrong.  You ask "to what degree" and have a check off of
strongly agree... or you need to make a statement to which one can agree....

Aug 24, 2011 10:26 AM

250 In our upstate New York Region, coordinating services between some of the
smaller towns so that better use of resources and funds would be a great idea.
However, it seems to be difficult to get some of the town officials and
representatives to see the bigger picture, and eventual cost savings.

Aug 24, 2011 10:23 AM

251 In this fiscal crisis we are in & with what seems to be strong pragmatic
leadership we may finally be able to address these issues. Many of these are
difficult because of politics but we need a plan with priorities & timelines to force
meaningful change.

Aug 24, 2011 10:06 AM

252 I agree that most of what is listed here is an impediment to the overall success
(economically and otherwise) of our communities. There needs to be better
coordination and communication between administration and geographic
divisions. There also needs to be more transparency in what is being done, and
how it relates to larger goals which serve the long term health of NYS, as well as
its communities and regions.  Ultimately the active and collaborative
engagement of citizens and communities is needed to solve many of our
problems. Government needs to do a better job of helping inspire and support
this process, and innovation.

Aug 24, 2011 9:54 AM

253 Strong, local, transparent and funded planning with good coordination with town,
city, county, and regional planning bodies  with enforcement backup is  needed
to assure localities and local people are empowered to decide what is best for
their communities.

Aug 24, 2011 9:45 AM

254 TOO MUCH GOVT Get out of the way!! Aug 24, 2011 8:05 AM

255 This sounds like a repudiation of government in general.  What we need is to
take the money out of the elections of New York State representatives in Albany
so that we can have laws which support a healthy environment in both living life
and sustaining the biosphere, while doing work which supports this.  Consider:
organic agriculture, the wine industry, hunting and fishing, meaningful and
interesting tourism, industry supporting renewable energy production

Aug 24, 2011 7:43 AM

256 Mandates are especially impactful to the business community.  Small businesses
struggle to grow with the financial constraints, a portion of which is related to
manadates.

Aug 24, 2011 7:31 AM
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257 The fact that government is inefficient is endemic - any large system is. At
present, the only protection that we have is government oversight and
monitoring. Complex issues take time for investigation, review, problem-solving.
Home rule may be the only way that the average citizen has an opportunity to
protect him/herself from predatory corporate practices, like hydraulic fracturing.

Aug 24, 2011 12:30 AM

258 For the most part, I do not think there is over regulation or an unfriendly
environment for business.   Perhaps regulations on very small businesses can
be reviewed and modified using a process similar to that used with the wine
industry.

Aug 23, 2011 9:12 PM

259 Regulation is not the issue, as it is in place to protect the safety and well being of
our citizens and our environment.  The issue is a lack of vision for what we want
our community to be.  We need to develop a growth strategy that is not in conflict
with the quality of life that we all enjoy and life here for - safe streets, clean air
and drinking water, low traffic, good schools, etc.

Aug 23, 2011 9:00 PM

260 Consolidation of local government services needs to move along. Aug 23, 2011 7:15 PM

261 too many conflicting items. excessive regs, ineffective state govt, duplication
state/fed cannot be controlled locally.  overlapping local jurisdictions,  cohesive
regional planning could be worked toward.  slow action, business mandates,
unfriendly environment--not very informative.

Aug 23, 2011 6:03 PM

262 Wow.  You said it. Aug 23, 2011 4:59 PM

263 Especially lack of coordination among agencies and  fractured/excessive local
government jurisdictions.

Aug 23, 2011 4:29 PM

264 There should be far tighter regulations put in place, both at the state an local
levels, to protect the region from unwanted changes that would negatively impact
our existing industries and quality of life.

Aug 23, 2011 3:50 PM

265 Lack of regional planning key - every little region now competing with each other.
Consolidation of governmental entities long overdue.

Aug 23, 2011 2:43 PM

266 Strongly agree on most, but not all. Aug 23, 2011 2:32 PM

267 unfriendly business environment and excess regulation/ paperwork and layers of
government. Government that is too much about party and not about solving
anything.

Aug 23, 2011 2:08 PM

268 These examples are loaded with ideological baggage and negative
presumptions

Aug 23, 2011 2:06 PM

269 The lack of bi-partisan cooperation has been detrimantal to this area for a long
time.  It is as though NYS government has always had the needs of NYC held
higher than the needs of the rest of the state!

Aug 23, 2011 2:06 PM

270 The doing business in NY environment is driving business out!  We need major
reform now!

Aug 23, 2011 2:00 PM

271 We are in the the NYC watershed and the DEC and  the DEP cannot even agree
on regulations.

Aug 23, 2011 1:31 PM
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272 Government tends to balance their budgets on the back of small businesses and
the tax payer. Small Business and Individuals stop buying things when they run
out of money. Govt just raises taxes and fees.

Aug 23, 2011 1:23 PM

273 Same comment as above..... Aug 23, 2011 1:07 PM

274 High hopes for improvement under Governor Cuomo Aug 23, 2011 12:18 PM

275 We do overlap in our efforts to attract new business to the area.   It would be
seem that  in some cases, one department would be more  cost effective,
efficient and could better serve the potential client.   The "one stop shopping"
theory where the department can provide the appropriate information and not
send someone from department to another.  We need to be more aggressive
and simplify some of the paperwork and also if a vote is a required....not drag it
out for months and months until the client loses interest.

Aug 23, 2011 12:03 PM

276 While I feel as though there are many inefficiencies in our state government, I
also feel as though there is a tendency as-of-late to view problems in
government with increasing distrust and disregard.  I'm as skeptical of my
government as the next person, and that I feel is a healthy attitude in our
Democracy.  However, I am unwilling to support any but the most elegant
solutions; I value our government and wish to develop new systems that
enhance its efficiency and functionality, not simply to strip it of its programs and
its ability to perform.

Aug 23, 2011 12:03 PM

277 While I don't like filing papers as a business, some regulation - particularly the
regulations that protect the environment (including neighbors) from the
potentially hazardous (e.g. toxic emissions, chemical spills or explosions) or
nuisance (e.g. traffic, noise) aspects of doing business.

Aug 23, 2011 11:59 AM

278 Kack of bi-partisan cooperation and understanding of investment in the future
are the number one problems.

Aug 23, 2011 11:56 AM

279 Too many economic development agencies. Slow action on public projects. Too
many local governments.

Aug 23, 2011 11:51 AM

280 I think the multiple layers of legal restriction and bureaucracy have a dampening
effect on progress. I do support protection of the environment and public good
through regulation but it seems that we can start with the idea that we want to
encourage business and development activity, not discourage it.

Aug 23, 2011 11:38 AM

281 I find the construction of this question biased and inappropriate.  I agree that
there is a great deal of inefficient regulation but this does NOT in any logical
sense equal over-regulation.  Many regulations should be simultaneously
strengthened, and yet made less burdensome in terms of paperwork, and
ineffective overlaps among multiple authorities.  That does not necessarily mean
weakening them but making the process of assessment and compliance more
functional.

Aug 23, 2011 11:34 AM

282 The state government should step away from local zoning and planning issues
and let towns have absolute say over what is best for their area.

Aug 23, 2011 11:31 AM

283 those who know the system or can dangle a baby carrot can skirt around the
regulations; if everyone is not treated eqully and held to the same standards,

Aug 23, 2011 11:27 AM
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even this council (another layer of bureaucracy) will fail

284 We need the competition between economic development agencies to stop.
Instead of competing for press everyone needs to start working together toward
positive results.

Aug 23, 2011 11:26 AM

285 In Broome County alone you have 20+ muni government structures and 12-13
school districts....everyone of them loosing residents and tax base every year.
Consolidate some/all of these entities and reduce the number people collecting
the gold plated pension and benefit plans.

Aug 23, 2011 11:11 AM

286 Size of Government as well. Aug 23, 2011 11:09 AM

287 I can't understand what this question is asking. I think that there is a serious lack
of strategic long-term planning in the region. While it may seem to be "business-
friendly" to welcome in the gas companies, it will destroy other businesses in the
area. Farming and fracking cannot co-exisit. Let's encourage the industries that
are already here - agriculture, tourism, healthcare, education.

Aug 23, 2011 11:02 AM

288 I don't feel that excessive regulation is the problem, though I do feel there is
inefficiency and waste in some civil service agencies and their employees. If
there are problems with regulation, it's the failure to enforce the crucial ones and
to use common sense when dealing with individual cases.

Aug 23, 2011 11:01 AM

289 You make it sound so bad here.  We always could improve on all these items,
but we do have good examples of success.

Aug 23, 2011 10:48 AM

290 You would think this would be the easiest category to address.  With over 30
years of experience in working with state funding and agencies, addressing this
issues with ACTION is long overdue.

Aug 23, 2011 10:40 AM

291 Too many governmental jurisdictions (town courts, for example, exhibit wide
variance in competence, and their number inhibits efficiency). As for regulation,
government is the only entity potentially capable of protecting vital resources.

Aug 23, 2011 10:38 AM

292 So how is this question best answered if the respondent thinks there is an
important distinction between gov't inefficiency and "overregulation?"

Aug 23, 2011 10:33 AM

293 The binghamton are specifically suffers from too many groups 'planning' and no
implementation-hence NO jobs......if half the the plans that are created by these
committees actually became a reality-job creation would not be a challenge

Aug 23, 2011 10:29 AM

294 Again, lumping all of these issues into one survey question makes results from
this survey misleading, unreliable and questionable at best. This particular
question reveals an anti-government bias that does not take into account the
critical role of government in protecting public interests from private profiteers
who want to reap profits quickly before people figure out that they are being
robbed.

Aug 23, 2011 10:24 AM

295 Our environment is NOT over regulated. In fact we do not enforce the
regulations on the books strongly enough. Clear air and water have no price tag
and must be maintained at the highest standards. And yes the lack of bi-partisan
cooeration is a problem.

Aug 23, 2011 10:20 AM
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296 I believe that the above statement covers the issue. Aug 23, 2011 10:14 AM

297 it appears that government has become self serving instead of serving the
public.

Aug 23, 2011 9:53 AM

298 Who wrote these questions? Aug 23, 2011 9:30 AM

299 we need government to focus on all aspects of a green society and lowering
consumption NY state.

Aug 23, 2011 9:24 AM

300 once again, these things should not be responded to together Aug 23, 2011 8:45 AM

301 The bureaucratic aristocracy extends throughout society. Aug 23, 2011 8:36 AM

302 Seem to be unfriendly to business except big oil. Aug 23, 2011 8:35 AM

303 Who can have an opinion on such a diversified statement.  Hope the rest of the
survey is more comprehensible

Aug 23, 2011 8:14 AM

304 We need to be small business friendly. Aug 23, 2011 7:45 AM

305 Again, obviously a question slanted toward promoting business with little regard
for public involvement.

Aug 23, 2011 6:22 AM

306 We need more regulation of business and industry, not less.  We need better,
stronger environmental regulations so that corporations will stop poisoning our
air, land, and water and will stop getting away with it. The environment is way too
friendly to business, and not friendly enough to the average person, already.
Focus on family-owned and very small businesses--they give back the most to
their community in terms of money spent and jobs created, and they are
sustainable.

Aug 23, 2011 12:54 AM

307 I am not going to give the gas people a free ride on doing what they want without
oversight ... in my opinion there should be significantly more oversight.

Aug 22, 2011 11:20 PM

308 Unclear how/that our government is protecting us from very possible
ecological/economic disaster from poorly regulated 'fracking'.

Aug 22, 2011 9:54 PM

309 Mainly the ineffectiveness of government regulation has led to a number of
issues with respect to preserving the pristine quality of the local area

Aug 22, 2011 9:50 PM

310 Regulations need to be in place but streamlined. Small businesses and startups
need easier entry into the marketplace, from the regulatory and costs aspect,
INCLUDING affordable health insurance so that a person can even contemplate
leaving a job to start a business.

Aug 22, 2011 9:46 PM

311 See above Aug 22, 2011 9:44 PM

312 Government can be more efficient, effective, etc., but basically we need MORE,
not less government.

Aug 22, 2011 9:32 PM

313 STREAMLINE THE BUREAUCRACY
LOCAL/COUNTY/STATE&FEDERAL.SCRAP REGULATIONS THAT
OVERBURDEN BUSINESSES.

Aug 22, 2011 9:28 PM
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314 There seems to be great levels of inefficiency in Albany. Or at NYSEG. You call
them with a problem and you are kept waiting for up to an hour sometimes. Big
monopoly does what it wants I guess. Some state agencies need lots of time to
approve some items....like the fracking issue. Go fast there and we all lose out
down the road. All except the big gas companies and the politicians who back
them. You can't tell me that a resource under the earth from NY to Arkansas can
belong to some individual landowner. And that the results of fracking in other
states prove that it is safe and doesn't effect the water tables. Therefore start
using less regulations that might slow down the drilling process is a bad signal to
send. Your questions really can obfuscate some important issues and they seem
to be composed in such a way to keep people or what people like myself might
really feel about any given subject from becoming known. I hope that wasn't the
objective of this virtually incomprehensible survey.

Aug 22, 2011 9:08 PM

315 some areas like environmental concerns are the only area I think needs more
regulation!

Aug 22, 2011 8:48 PM

316 There are inefficiencies everywhere, including private industry, but I am
extremely concerned that the oil and gas industry is largely unregulated.
Moreover, the agencies charged with protecting our environment are
underfunded and understaffed.  I am extremely unhappy about it.  I strongly
disagree with this premise.

Aug 22, 2011 8:35 PM

317 1.  Speed is the key.  There have to be state incentives for business
development that can move quickly but there also have to be programs that have
an element of patience.   Reusing and filling older commercial buildings is an
example.      2.  The cost of state mandates is what raises property taxes.
Medicaid, etc. needs to be shifted to the State income tax.

Aug 22, 2011 8:20 PM

318 It would help if folks and agencies were communicating effectively with one
another.

Aug 22, 2011 8:09 PM

319 Government inefficiency - agreed Overregulation - strongly disagree Aug 22, 2011 7:55 PM

320 it depends.  it is important that what is protected are the rich natural resources of
this region - namely water and land used for agriculture.  if there needs to be
regulations made in order to protect these precious, non-renewable resources,
then let there be regulations.

Aug 22, 2011 7:36 PM

321 New York State has over regulated business in the state and has burden the
businesses with excessive taxes, unemployment charges that are excessive and
utility charges that are not competive with other states. local governments has to
change their stance from being isolated to understanding that the whole of
society comes before the locals miss guided actions ( violation of rights )

Aug 22, 2011 7:17 PM

322 This includes subjective application of zoning, lack of funds to do anything
meaningful to promote local grassroots growth and initiative, incompetent and
overstressed local boards, not enough qualified volunteers, and constant fear of
litigation!!! I have been looking for funds and assistance for years now to develop
a plan for a biodynamic village hamlet development that has the full support of
the hamlet but it doesn't fit the cookie cutter regs.

Aug 22, 2011 6:55 PM

323 Don't let the public off the hook. There isn't much hope for poltical will without a
motivating public will. The fact that JC still exists as a village speaks volumes

Aug 22, 2011 6:23 PM



88 of 681

Page 3, Q2.  <b>Government Inefficiency/Overregulation.</b>  This includes lack of cohesive regional planning;
lack of coordination among agencies; duplication of federal/state programs; ineffective state government;
fragmentation of economic development agencies; overlapping jurisdictions; lack of bi-partisa...

about public will.

324 It is not my experience as a developer or businessman that local or state
government is an inhibitor to economic development.  They are quite the
opposite in fact.  Your five year strategic plan would be wasted effort headed in
this direction.

Aug 22, 2011 5:40 PM

325 I believe that we need to have very strong regulations and oversight related to
hydrofracking and other programs that could be potential environmental
disasters.  To protect one or two regions of the state from the effects of fracking,
but leave the rest of the state open to the consequences is highly objectionable.

Aug 22, 2011 5:28 PM

326 New York discourages investment becasue of over-regulation, regulations at
multiple levels and high planning costs of making investments.  Overly
complicated regulation creates conditions in which the timeline for development
is too long.

Aug 22, 2011 5:27 PM

327 Again, LACK of gov't coordination has adverse impact Aug 22, 2011 5:18 PM

328 Excessive regulation is an oversimplification - excessive bureaucracy would be
more accurate.  There is not an unfriendly business environment.  There is an
unfriendly small business and small farm environment.  Big corporations and
industries have excessive control of government at every level.

Aug 22, 2011 4:57 PM

329 with the new 2% cap on prop. taxes, there will be a dogfight for available
resources like sales taxes, and a painful re-examination of the core services
offered by various municipalities and a strong dynamic for consolidation of
services and dissolution of entites willpresent itself.

Aug 22, 2011 4:26 PM

330 Way too many level of governments competing and way too many level of
governments in each level.  Planning Board - Board of Zoning Appeals - Building
Department - Town Board - County Planning...just have 1 set of rules for a
developer to follow and be able to get a project to completion quickly.  If it takes
4 years to get approval to build, why build in NYS?  There are many other places
that are more friendly to build.

Aug 22, 2011 4:21 PM

331 New York State will be hampered by the multi-layered approach to government
for many years to come.

Aug 22, 2011 4:15 PM

332 As much as I believe in paying taxes and encourage the government to levy
them - especially for corporations, NYS remains a very unfavorable environment
for business development. Too many regulations. Too many fees.

Aug 22, 2011 4:00 PM

333 I have seen over-regulation in housing codes, but I don't know about other
industries. I usually support the rights of end consumers over corporations,
except where public safety is at stake. Sometimes this leads to more regulation,
and sometimes less. Local governments are often, but not always, more
responsive to local needs.

Aug 22, 2011 3:38 PM

334 No Fracking Aug 22, 2011 3:32 PM

335 Municipalities need mandate relief not phony tax caps Aug 22, 2011 3:23 PM

336 Business should not be driving the bus; they left us high and dry.  Demand Aug 22, 2011 3:13 PM
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concessions. We need a quality community that provides good services.

337 I have seen over-regulation in building codes, but I don't know how things stand
in other areas. I usually support the rights of end consumers over those of
corporations or service providers, except where public safety is at stake.
Sometimes I believe more regulation is needed, and sometimes less.

Aug 22, 2011 3:07 PM

338 don't know Aug 22, 2011 2:49 PM

339 At this point in the poll I sense confusing guidance. This item is overly confusing
wording and I become suspicious of being baffled with bullsh*t and 'agreeing' to
something that is not clear and will be misused to establish yet another agency
to regulate us.  By 'lack of cohesive regional planning' I do not think that we need
MORE planning agencies, yet we need the ones we have to do their jobs. We
should use the agencies we have and re-focus on a plan to maintain what we
already have rather than planning out new stuff that we can not afford to
maintain. Who is in charge of communication between agencies??  Does the
City talk to the County.  Does the State talk to the city??  Does the City Parks
and Rec talk to the City Planning office?  Seems not from my view from down
here on the sidewalk/pavement (especially in the winter).

Aug 22, 2011 2:49 PM

340 To many regulations and to many layers of government results in lower
productivity of the private sector of the economy.

Aug 22, 2011 2:20 PM

341 Agree and Disagree should be the option here.  I think regulations can be
streamlined without making them less stringent.  We need strong environmental
protections, strong consumer protections, and so on.

Aug 22, 2011 2:17 PM

342 Overlapping jurisdictions with same service providers is of high concern.
Delayed approval of state contracts for programs is also of high concern.

Aug 22, 2011 2:15 PM

343 We currrently have 17 municipalities and 5 school districts in Chemung County -
At the most, 10 municipalites and 3 school districts are needed Need a new
pension tier immediately

Aug 22, 2011 2:03 PM

344 Local governments in the Southern Tier bend over backwards to accomodate
business.  NYS helps out by not enforcing its environmental regulations.

Aug 22, 2011 1:56 PM

345 remove unfunded state mandates to counties and schools;we need tax relief;
utility price relief; consolodate governments; reduce duplication of government
services.

Aug 22, 2011 1:23 PM

346 I believe fragmentation of effort adversely affects economic development efforts
but again, this survey structure does not allow for recording the degree to which
it adversely affects it (as the original question asks).  I do not believe it is the
most important factor.

Aug 22, 2011 1:08 PM

347 Government ineffieiency and overregulation are tow different things, so I cannot
answer the question without implying something else.

Aug 22, 2011 12:58 PM

348 I have strong opinions about all of the above but I would not group them
together.  The inefficiency of agencies and lack of cohesive planning for
regulations as well as economic development does not mean we are "Over"
regulated.  We need to be appropriately regulated and those regulations have to

Aug 22, 2011 12:33 PM
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be clear, concise, and enforced.  Don't do it less.  Do it better.

349 less government=  more economic growth Aug 22, 2011 12:18 PM

350 I definitely feel that the lack of cohesive regional planning and coordination is a
significant obstacle as well as the delayed time frames.

Aug 22, 2011 12:17 PM

351 all of the above-we do not need another prgram (to employ unneccasery people)
enforce what we have make it work. If agencies were or government were run
like farmers run their businesses we the prople would see far less waste and
management to make what we have work for us Americans would be far better
off and so would the business they run. No one wants to actually work for that
pay check; the feel entitled because they show up.

Aug 22, 2011 12:10 PM

352 As an architect exclusively involved in the rehabilitation of existing and historic
buildings for purposes of economic development, I think that the methodology for
bidding projects can be problematic and can severely impede the ability to move
forward.  It costs us significant time and the clients frustration, therefore making
it difficult to utilize public monies.

Aug 22, 2011 11:46 AM

353 The underlying premise of this question is biased and in favor of the political
orientation of conservative and Republican approaches to economic issues.

Aug 22, 2011 11:45 AM

354 A  very poorly written comment.  I think that NYS needs to do more to regulate
industry , strengthen home rule in NYS communities rather than weaken it and to
be more efficient.   Is whoever developed the questionnaire woefully incompetent
or attempting to "Cook" the results?

Aug 22, 2011 11:41 AM

355 Bureaucratic procedures are a hindrance for all involved. However, we don't
have enough regulation to protect community health, including environment and
labor from the downsides of industrial development and activity.

Aug 22, 2011 11:37 AM

356 Since 911 we have turned into a Police state, but they still don't get the real
criminals out there. They have big expensive signs telling me to buckle up and I
think that is a person right to buckle up or not. I was in a accident where the car
exploded into flames and if I had a seat belt on I would have been burned alive.
Environmental laws are not being enforced. Folks can make things here they just
have to do it right. No good living here if I can't paddle the rivers or breath the
air. Politicians should be working on three things that matter to us all. Clean air,
clean water and clean food supply. Quality of life is more important than money,
Gas drilling will destroy our quality of life. No more free health care for life for
congressmen or other politicians. They need to pay the same as the rest of us.
Tax the top 2% more. This is equal to the amount that 50% of us pay now and
we can't afford it when we get little service for it.  There is a house for sale near
Chenango Forks, nice house, $32,000.00. The taxes are $3,500.00 a year. That
means for the life of the house the owners will be paying more on taxes than for
the house and if they pay it off in 15 years the town is still getting most likely
more than that by then each year. For What? They have a well? The road is rt 79
a State road.  is it worth $3500 a year for fire protection? This is for the schools?
Huston we have a problem. The schools are all being rebuilt all the time and yet
they are always broke. We need better oversight of the school tax use.

Aug 22, 2011 11:34 AM

357 Many  of the examples cited are related to the slow, messy, inefficient aspects of
democracy; others are the result of ineptitude; and still others the result of

Aug 22, 2011 11:23 AM
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corporate interests inappropriately influencing government.  It will be up to you to
figure out how to remedy these endemic obstacles.

358 Currently, we need more regional planning across the area, especially at the
municipal and county level.

Aug 22, 2011 11:14 AM

359 making it easier for municipalities to consolidate would be very helpful. There is
a lot of interest, but the system we're given to work with is too difficult. No
enough ease through the process and not enough incentives.

Aug 22, 2011 11:11 AM

360 DEP is exercising illegitimate authority in making decisions about what will or will
not happen in our communities.

Aug 22, 2011 11:09 AM

361 Too much paperwork: true.  However, the paperwork exists to implement
regulatory oversight of activities that might endanger the public.  Need oversight,
just do it efficiently, and with minimal impact on everyday activities of the public.

Aug 22, 2011 11:07 AM

362 Again, the survey design makes it impossible to answer these questions
appropriately.  This one is worse than the last, as the items listed are all over the
map on how much they impede or aide economic development.  On the first
question, I had the impression the survey design was just stupid.  After reading
this question, I have the impression that the survey has been designed to elicit
support for a plan that has already been decided on... in other words, that you
don't really seek my opinion on this, you seek THE APPEARANCE OF HAVING
GAINED PUBLIC SUPPORT.  Very, very, distressing.  This survey is making me
trust our government less.  Distrust of government is a HUGE obstacle to having
good economic development happen.  You should be holding open public
hearings, not offering people leading questions to support a hidden agenda.

Aug 22, 2011 11:06 AM

363 Some of these I agree with and others I do not or do not know enough about. We
need good strong regulations that are well designed - I am disturbed by your
repeated implication that we need less regulation.  It is lack of good regulation
that got us into the current economic problems.

Aug 22, 2011 10:57 AM

364 While preserving the differing characters of our individual towns, we should be
solving  issues on a regional basis.  This primarily relates to transportation and
communication needs, energy needs, protection of our water resources, and
additional protections for our environment.

Aug 22, 2011 10:52 AM

365 The current system of campaign contributions is noting less than legal bribery. Aug 22, 2011 10:41 AM

366 I don't think it's a matter of overregulation.  We have local governments here that
are run by well-entrenched families that aren't open to new ideas, or outsiders.
Innefficencies in my local municipality are based on ignorance and obstinance.

Aug 22, 2011 10:41 AM

367 I believe that the lack of a thoughtful, publically-vetted, comprehensive
REGIONAL plan is one of the largest obstacles.

Aug 22, 2011 10:33 AM

368 Need less levels of gov......do away with all village gov...don't need so many
economic development groups....half the school districtsd

Aug 22, 2011 10:32 AM

369 Soft money funding politicians, politicians on ALL levels that are self-serving and
DO NOT represent the people's voices. Excessive government that is no longer
needed for the lack of population.

Aug 22, 2011 10:31 AM
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370 Small business to be supported with a high tax imposed on "big box" stores.
Before the "bigbox" low wage stores came to Tompkins County we had dozens
of small businesses that paid a living wage and kept the money in the county.
We need Albany to support the small businesses.

Aug 22, 2011 10:31 AM

371 I put the overall tax level first.  Next comes uncompetitive rules and regulations
such as Taylor law, workman's compensation, Wicks law etc.  Third is the depth
and detail of our regulatory structure.  Added to this is bureaucratic demeanor of
many of our state employees.  We are regulating some activities that are not
regulated by other states and our approvals are taking way too long.  In many
cases state personnel are not returning calls or expediting matters that fall
between department lines.  There are exceptions but my observations of the
past few years have not been good. Fourth, and maybe it should be higher) is a
NIMBY attitude that has been quite pervasive for several decades now.  Coupled
with this is a reluctance to accept change which is required to streamline all
levels of government.  This is a difficult issue to address.  I can only come up
with strong leadership at all levels and realization that we are in a world-wide
competition for jobs and resources.  I am hopeful that the regional competition
for economic development will turn the tide on some of our long-standing
concerns.

Aug 22, 2011 10:27 AM

372 There is good leadership in Southern Tier.  Overregulation of small business is a
problem while regulation is needed to be certain gas drilling does not become an
environmental insult to our region.

Aug 22, 2011 10:24 AM

373 to the point that we are strongly looking to move our buisness Aug 22, 2011 10:20 AM

374 NYC watershed cooperation is key. Aug 22, 2011 10:18 AM

375 We need regulation to keep the rich from destory what we have and that is that.
so any idea to lower them is just wrong.

Aug 22, 2011 10:04 AM

376 Again, because of the ambiguity in the question, I cannot strongly agree or
disagree, essentially taking the number of choices from five to three.  And even
then, this question can be taken two ways, basically making my choice
meaningless, apart from the comments I leave here. From my personal
experience, I see a major problem of dysfunction between state agencies, but
the fault may lie as much with the legislature as with the agencies themselves,
which tend to represent certain private or special interests.   For example, the
NYS legislature has given an exemption of environmental regulation to CAFOs --
Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations-- ostensibly to relieve small farmers
from regulatory burden.  In reality, these are large operations, whether public or
family corporations, which buy up land from distressed farmers in an area.  For a
large dairy operation, this means more liquid manure lagoons,and  more trucking
of manure, the bulldozing of hedgerows and filling in of streams, and plowing
right to the edge of wetlands.   The bulldozer, more than the tractor, is
emblematic of this sort of farming.  They have to maximize production because a
combination of commodity market prices and, I believe, the way certain large
concerns dominate milk distribution and suppress prices for their own
advantage.  So the answer, to maintain profitability, is large and larger
opeations, using unsustainable practice.  More corn, more fertilizer, more
atrarzine, more run-off.  I contend that this is NOT what our region needs.  And
though I don't know how the owner and founder of Chobani yogurt comes down
on this regulatory question "deep in the rolling hills of Central New York" but it is

Aug 22, 2011 9:54 AM
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pertinent that 'no rBGH' is anathema to the priniciples of CAFO's.  As long as the
area disturbed is less than five acres, these large farm operators can basically
do as they please.  Ag & Markets has jurisdiction; the DEC has none.    They can
do things that would result in cease and desist orders and fines were anyone
else to do them.  This is not the sort of agriculture that we should be encouraging
in the southen tie at the expense of other industries, such as organic and
sustainable agriculture and tourism.  The same could also be said of gas drilling.
Just because some my profit in the short term, doesn't mean it is good in the
longer term.  Unsustainable agriculture practices are not good in the long term.
Our future is in a different direction.  In summary, the problem is the control of
commodity markets to depress prices which results in un-sustainable practice
and externalized costs.  In the case of CAFOs, the lack of regulatory oversight is
what enables this.  We can and should promote sustainable agriculture instead,
and provide help ensure the success of sustainable businesses in promoting the
region as wholesome and health source of food.  Gas drilling is not
commensurate with this.

377 Lack of effective regional planning and of effective local planning in many
municipalities, lack of coordination among State agencies, and lack of
consistent, meaningful regional boundaries for all State agencies. As constituted
the Southern Tier Region is not a cohesive region with common interests.

Aug 22, 2011 9:52 AM

378 Ditto on survey question. I would be inclined to disregard the results of this entire
survey.

Aug 22, 2011 9:49 AM

379 I don't think that government is per se unfriendly to business or even that
government is excessive.  The problem is that existing regulations and structures
fragment agencies and make it difficult for groups to work together.  For example
transportation funding can only be used for transportation even when broader
planning efforts may support transportation goals more than a limited road
project.

Aug 22, 2011 9:45 AM

380 Agree with everything detailed above. Another problem is that we are too
isolationist in our approach to ED. We need to partner with neighboring counties.

Aug 22, 2011 9:39 AM

381 There is too little not too much environmental regulation, especially with the
budget/staff cuts.

Aug 22, 2011 9:37 AM

382 I am answering as a private citizen but I work for a State agency. I believe that
regulations, laws and rules are good things, but the burden of recordkeeping and
paperwork is excessive. Regulatory agencies must make it easier to satisfy
paperwork requirements, especially by computerization. Unnecessary multiplicity
of governments must force the region to explore consolidation.

Aug 22, 2011 9:37 AM

383 STATE red tape is absolutely incredible, expensive and unnecessary.  STATE
unfunded mandates trickle down to entrepreneurs to make it too expensive to
have a business here.

Aug 22, 2011 9:34 AM

384 State agencies are everyones whippping boy.  Personel are cut and no one is
left to do the work and then there is justified blame for how long it takes.

Aug 22, 2011 9:19 AM

385 There is much discussion regarding government consolidation but nothing about
government downsizing. In Pennsylvania each county is governed by three
elected commissioners. In Schuyler County there are 8 legislators and in

Aug 22, 2011 9:19 AM
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Chemung County I believe 13 and both of those counties could fit geographically
into several of the large northern tier counties of Pennsylvania. Also in
Pennsylvania there are three elected officials for each town compared to five in
New York. Taxpayers are paying for salaries and health insurance of those extra
people that are not needed.

386 Once again, you are lumping too much in the pot.  I strongly agree that the lack
of cohesive regional planning is a barrier.  I also strongly disagree that the
regulatory environment is restrictive - especially with regards to hydrofracking.
People who sell the right to drill can't get mortgages - how is that good for
economic development? It is government's responsibility to protect the people
from corporations who will poison our community resources. Strengthening the
regulatory environment to protect our water and land makes good economic
sense.

Aug 22, 2011 9:18 AM

387 too many government entities all trying hard but duplicating process, energy, and
sometimes counter productive.

Aug 22, 2011 8:57 AM

388 FRAGMENTATION OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AGENCIES:  To ellude
the topic of redistricting, Gov. A. Cuomo has decided to create and divide NYS
into clumps for economic deveopment.  On one hand, the possibility of
consolidating counties into promoting healthy business to thrive for the good of
NYS taxpayer/residents on the other just an evasive tactic politically to "get off"
from the press the question of redistricting.p.i.8/22/11

Aug 22, 2011 8:48 AM

389 While thoughtful interspection is needed to ensure that desicions being made a
not lightly taken, the slow action by planning committees leaves constinuents
waiting for the next movement.

Aug 22, 2011 8:34 AM

390 This is NY, the poster-child for over-regulation. Aug 22, 2011 8:29 AM

391 way too much stupid regulation that gets in the way of individual initiative.  New
York is bad for small business which is bad for NY.  Funny question, since it
assumes its own answer.

Aug 22, 2011 8:29 AM

392 Too many governmental units. Aug 22, 2011 8:03 AM

393 Anti-business and anti-production bias is prevalent. There is a strong lack of
attention paid to results for dollars spent. Entitlement mentality permeates all
levels of society. WHY does NYS need more school administrators than the
entire EU? Our return on investment is abysmal.

Aug 22, 2011 7:13 AM

394 I believe strongly in home rule and the right of communities to say no to natural
gas or any other industry that is going to destroy them. This also is a loaded
question that can be twisted to support natural gas.

Aug 22, 2011 6:43 AM

395 on the one hand...on the other hand; question is too inclusive Aug 22, 2011 1:12 AM

396 Lack of regional planning, intense provincialism, and an extremely unproductive
"old boys" approach to economic development that benefits a few at the expense
of the many. Also, when local governments are trying to "layer" subsidies and
incentives to support key development projects, the annual NOFAs do not
coincide and make it extremely difficult and lengthy to assemble a financing plan.
The consolidated application is a great idea, but PLEASE DO NOT MAKE IT

Aug 21, 2011 11:54 PM
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CUMBERSOME!!

397 I believe that regulation and very slow action is an asset as it is a proven fact
that fracking can ruin/harm air, water, wildlife, domestic animals, roads, humans,
soil - plus cause excessive noise levels and noxious odors.  All this is
unnecessary as it is possible to create clean energy with none of these
dangerous side effects.

Aug 21, 2011 11:51 PM

398 I can't speak to this but I can say that our local town board is pretty ineffective,
trying to keep meetings as short as possible and not tackling difficult issues
facing the township.  And county boards appear to be in the pocket of
corporations rather than representing their constituents.

Aug 21, 2011 11:02 PM

399 Same issue here. You are lumping positive regulation of the environment in with
government inefficiency. This is an obviously slanted way of looking at things.
There are regulations that are needed for public health and safety; it is absurd to
consider this anti-business. In Europe, businesses are made to work with regs
that protect the population and environment. Corporations should not have
control over the destiny of citizens; that destiny SHOULD be controlled by
localities.

Aug 21, 2011 10:55 PM

400 WHAT mandate relief?!? Aug 21, 2011 10:02 PM

401 It has been only 20 years since someone was tared and feathered in
Susquehanna County.  Then again we have a better buisness environment in
PA.

Aug 21, 2011 9:57 PM

402 Wow, couldn't have composed a better list if I tried.  Is this list of "Government
Issues" so vast that this renders the initiative a non-starter?

Aug 21, 2011 9:50 PM

403 Lack of manufacturing in the area and loss of small farms has adversely affected
this area and none of that is due to Government Inefficiency or Overregulation.
Those are red herrings.

Aug 21, 2011 9:39 PM

404 We need regulations to protect the citizens and community. We don't need
economic activity if it will negatively affect our quality of life.

Aug 21, 2011 9:38 PM

405 Even with the new STEP initiative the area still is not working in a united way to
retain and attract business.

Aug 21, 2011 9:33 PM

406 There is a lack of coordination problem, overregulation is NOT the problem. Aug 21, 2011 9:32 PM

407 I have a small business, and I've never been hurt by excessive regulation. I think
we need more regulation, especially of dangerous short-term extractive
industries such as hydraulic fracturing.

Aug 21, 2011 9:25 PM

408 Again, This question is very loaded in its wording. Poorly written!!!!!!!!!!!! Aug 21, 2011 9:17 PM

409 This is a terrible question there are too many topics linked together. However, I
do believe that New York State IS inefficient although getting better. Is there too
much regulation getting in the way of business? I think NYS would benefit from
taking a critical look at some of its non-environmental regulations and perhaps
create meaningful incentives as well as making it less bureaucratic. However, as
far as environmental laws and enforcement are concerned, NYS is not strong

Aug 21, 2011 9:04 PM
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enough. Any company that says the price of doing business is too high due to
environmental regulations is simply trying to lower their cost of doing business.

410 Too many greedy lawyers, too many rules and regs, and too many "important"
ego's

Aug 21, 2011 8:58 PM

411 When it comes to fracking, little thought has been given to adverse effect it will
have on the entire area.  Comprehensive studies have not been done nor are
our representatives including the Governor really listening to the people -- it will
devastate the area.  Just look at Pennsylvania.

Aug 21, 2011 7:52 PM

412 comment same as #1 Aug 21, 2011 7:45 PM

413 Also, the lack of structured pay increases for rural community government.
Small towns are usually highly populated with low income, or those on public
assistance, and a town board can vote on their own extravagant increases.

Aug 21, 2011 7:26 PM

414 Again the question is so broad and so general and so nonspecific that it is
absurd to place enough trust in the questioner to answer with anything other
than I strongly disagree with it. Unfriendly business environment? It's not a
question but an overly broad and leading statement of opinions.

Aug 21, 2011 6:53 PM

415 We have too little regulation--or perhaps I should say too little effective
regulation. I would far rather have my representatives--whom I can vote against--
overseeing my health and safety than corporate execs who are accountable to
no one but their shareholders and who may not even live in this area or have any
interest in our community.

Aug 21, 2011 6:41 PM

416 I'd like to see tiered government regulations-- small businesses getting easier
requirements than big ones (who can do much more damage to the economy,
environment, etc)  We want safe food but we also want small
groceries/restaurants/etc

Aug 21, 2011 6:39 PM

417 You need an option for "yes and no." While the layers of local/state/federal
government do create inefficiencies, government regulation is actually
insufficient to protect residents and businesses against threats such as
hydrofracking.  This needs to change. We must keep New York's water and soil
safe and clean.

Aug 21, 2011 6:36 PM

418 I do not know enough to comment intelligently. Aug 21, 2011 6:26 PM

419 Some government regulation is obviously required and is beneficial. The region
at issue here is not a cohesive region - cohesive planning would come from a
better defined region. The phrasing in this question "inefficiency" "bad" "slow"
"delayed" "excessive" "unfriendly" "fractured" - who wouldn't strongly agree but
take out the adjectives and your responses would be different. this is very poorly
written.

Aug 21, 2011 6:18 PM

420 Overregulation is a red herring. Severe cuts to agencies like the NYSDEC is the
real problem.  We do need more cohesive, but not coercive regional planning,
more cooperation and coordination.  This point sounds like an angling for
acepance of ever more fossil fuel extraction.

Aug 21, 2011 6:12 PM

421 The polarized political situation nationally is also present in out local Aug 21, 2011 4:43 PM
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communities..........hindering econonic development.

422 Over-regulation of projects adds cost and time to the point that many projects
are just not worth doing locally.

Aug 21, 2011 4:37 PM

423 Broadly speaking, I agree.  However, there are exceptions, and strongly believe
we need significant regulation to protect the environment and safegard health
and safety from fraking.

Aug 21, 2011 4:25 PM

424 some consolidation of services would be beneficial Aug 21, 2011 3:58 PM

425 Overregulation is not the problem.  Regulation to suit corporate interests rather
than protect the public welfare is rampant and damaging.

Aug 21, 2011 3:41 PM

426 Over regulation?  How about Deep Water Horizon and countless incidents of
poorly regulated gas drilling activities in Pennsylvania involving sloppy practices,
flawed technology, and ignorance of local geology and weather patterns?

Aug 21, 2011 3:08 PM

427 A few years ago, I had firsthand experience with a very inefficient, ineffective
bureaucracy, VESID, which claimed it would assist me in obtaining employment
that matched my abilities. It did not.

Aug 21, 2011 3:03 PM

428 Unfunded mandates are the primary issue - NYS should cover those costs
through the income tax, thus lowering the property tax to better recruit
development.

Aug 21, 2011 2:32 PM

429 1)Chemung County government is a dictatorship which listens only to what it
wants to hear. There is no honest effort at hearing public comment on issues
that are real to the people. 2)New York State government is wholly dysfunctional.
Good luck!

Aug 21, 2011 2:25 PM

430 Cohesive regional planning and coordination is the key. It's not too much
government but ineffective government that's the problem.

Aug 21, 2011 1:39 PM

431 I think this is over-hyped and often a smoke screen for resentment about valid
and important regulations like those requiring clean air and clean water, but to
the extent that there really is duplication, of course that should be minimized/

Aug 21, 2011 1:06 PM

432 Times have changed and this area can no longer support numerous splintered
smaller governments.  We could learn a lot from areas in the south and west.
They recognized a long time ago that bigger local government bodies with
"bigger" ideas work better than the small-minded, selfish attitudes that prevail in
this area.

Aug 21, 2011 12:38 PM

433 The economic development agency has needed an overhaul for a long time.  It
has never gotten down to the very small businesses.  Monies seem to go the
privlaged  few and not where it's needed. That also includes tourism dollars.

Aug 21, 2011 8:27 AM

434 We need regulation to protect an ever-stressed environment. Public health is of
utmost concern. Economic development should focus on small, local
businesses, not large corporations with large profit margins.

Aug 20, 2011 3:48 PM

435 I feel local governments (villages/towns) are more efficient, focus should be upon
City, County, State government agencies and school districts and their huge

Aug 20, 2011 2:08 PM
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bureaucracies for efficient operation.

436 you have known this for years but still kick the can down the road..... Aug 20, 2011 1:05 PM

437 I feel the many local municipalities need to consolidate as much as possible, and
team up because we are definitely in an underdog type scenario economically.

Aug 20, 2011 11:59 AM

438 How many towns, villages, and cities are in the region?  100?  How many police
departments?  School districts?  Highway departments?  This is a terrible
duplication of services.

Aug 20, 2011 10:55 AM

439 Like Larry the cable guys says, Git er done. You know what needs to be done,
Don;t need to ask us. The only thing I will say is that busness needs to be
regulated if it be the finatial markets or regulations to protect the environment.
History has proved that.

Aug 20, 2011 10:25 AM

440 Except for, in general, regulation (e.g. Enron). Corporations are run by people.
Imagine the resulting effects of civil deregulatinn (no judicial system, little or no
police enforcement). Unfortunately, the vast majority of people do whatever they
wish if they think that they can "get away with it". Society needs "regulation", and
business activity is merely an extention thereof.

Aug 20, 2011 9:48 AM

441 Some activities need strong regulation; some need a more common sense
approach. Paperwork at state level is daunting for many who are ready and able
to start a new business. I think small business and home rule will give a much
better chance for this area to thrive - as well micro loans and perhaps even
subsidies for businesses that promise to benefit the community not only in
economics but in health, quality of life, etc. Regulation of industries that
ultimately destroy our lives and raise taxes (such as the highly subsidized gas
industry) is necessary. Our farmers have been regulated out of existence over
the last 30 years, making a healthy dependable local food supply difficult.

Aug 20, 2011 9:03 AM

442 It is imperative that we have a VERY strong set of regulations if an industry like
gas drilling comes to the Southern Tier.

Aug 20, 2011 7:47 AM

443 What do you mean by excessive regulation?  If there is a valid complaint re the
regulatory environment, it is that the playing field is not level from state to state -
so businesses are attracted to states that have lax regulatory schemes, or are
hostile to collective bargaining, or are more willing to sacrifice the environment.
This is a Federal problem.    I agree that we do not need so many levels of
government.

Aug 20, 2011 6:25 AM

444 If we act with vision and courage, we will no longer have a list of "lacks". We
need to ban the corporatocracy, envision our future, and have the courage to
align all actions with this vision.

Aug 19, 2011 11:58 PM

445 We need to bring the gas companies in for the revenue. They will take some of
the burden off tax payers, and help land owners pay their property taxes. Help
ones like us laid-off to pay our bills, and not lose our home.

Aug 19, 2011 10:36 PM

446 Once again a myriad of categories that affect all but all areas within the region
are somewhat differently.

Aug 19, 2011 9:58 PM

447 Too much emphasis has been placed on providing incentives that taxpayers Aug 19, 2011 9:38 PM
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cannot afford to subsidize particular industries (many of which will leave when
their PILOTs end).  Not enough support for existing businesses (paying those
taxes) and the many people they employ.  Turf-ism, inefficiencies, and
questionable prioritization for regulatory oversight that demonstrates a poor
return on resources invested (like the DEC).  CAFO regulations should be
removed from medium-sized farms, freeing the DEC and other government
resources and agencies to focus on oversight of the natural gas development
and managing its impacts.  One-size fits all regulations are hurting the economy
- regulations should be appropriate to the level of established risk/impact given
the scale and track record of industry.

448 Rather than merging or dissolving villages into towns, we should be looking at
the townships as too small and inefficient.

Aug 19, 2011 9:35 PM

449 Unfunded mandates must be done away with! Aug 19, 2011 5:30 PM

450 Problem is that every county, municipality and community has thrown their hats
into the ring with their own assistance agency.  Its not state against state in NY,
its community against community.

Aug 19, 2011 4:57 PM

451 All kinds of programs to help and all seem to be directed towards the people who
are promoting them staying busy using up private sector time and energy.
Loans and grants that take more effort than they are worth.  Save the tax payers
money and sack the programs and put the funds back in the hands of the
business and job makers and consumers.

Aug 19, 2011 4:48 PM

452 Consistent regional planning is a must. Transportation and land use issues are
critical to a sustainable region, which promotes smart growth, environmental
stewardship, and equity for users of the transportation system.  Regional
Comprehensive plans are a must, both at the state, county and town level.  Each
should have similar elements with the overarching theme of sustainability.

Aug 19, 2011 4:43 PM

453 NY is not a business friendly state and this has been known for decades.  Too
many regulations, too many taxes and fees not only for businesses but for
individuals also.

Aug 19, 2011 4:34 PM

454 The red tape through government makes this state not business friendly Aug 19, 2011 4:09 PM

455 Probably the single greatest barrier as it also contributes and helps create the
high tax and high cost of doing business.  A single county government with
overall responsibility - as most states follow would be much better and all
services would be on the table and make trade offs for priorities rather than each
taxing authority pursuing its own agenda with no regard to any cohesive plan.

Aug 19, 2011 3:59 PM

456 We need to develop a new culture for our government that aims to foster change
in a positive way, rather than coming up with excuses for not getting things done.

Aug 19, 2011 3:45 PM

457 Just  this week every private employer in NYS was assessed a fee to cover the
interest on the Federal Loan for extended unemployment benefits.  First of all
welcome to NY and second of all think of the cost in bureaucrats to collect these
fees.

Aug 19, 2011 3:15 PM

458 This area needs strong leadership, a saleman who can sell the local area to new
business. We have lost most of our manufacturing companies. I have seen

Aug 19, 2011 3:03 PM
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projects take two years to get permitted to build.

459 A lot of issues are lumped together here.  As a very general comment related to
this grouping I would characterize this region as set in some old habits (lack of
consolidation for instance) but as not adamantly entrenched.  There is a certain
well of optimism and willingness to work hard and work together that can
potentially be drawn on.

Aug 19, 2011 2:45 PM

460 Just this last week every "private" business assessed a fee for unemployment
money borrowed from the Federal Gov't.  Not only is the fee rediculous but think
of the cost to collect!

Aug 19, 2011 2:25 PM

461 Regulations are not really the problem.  The problem is the WIDE array of
regulators in NYS; discord between the regulators is a blockade for economic
growth.

Aug 19, 2011 1:48 PM

462 Sad but true. Aug 19, 2011 1:46 PM

463 A one-stop regulatory omnibudsman for all state/federal regulations would help
business owners greatly.  So confusing talking to each agency on your own.

Aug 19, 2011 1:30 PM
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1 I we want services, and I do, we have to be willing to fund them, and I am. I do
not feel income taxes are too high.  Property tax is an issue for retired people on
fixed income. but this does not seem like an economic development issue

Sep 15, 2011 10:59 PM

2 Good government cost money. Bad government at any cost is too expensive.
Lobbying weakens government and business. It only benefits those holding to
the past.

Sep 15, 2011 10:50 PM

3 I don't mind paying taxes if we get something for the money, but we pay high
taxes and see little result.

Sep 15, 2011 10:48 PM

4 Much of this, unfortunately, is due to years of not looking forward and planning
only for short term gain. The low taxes of the past are one of the reasons our
taxes are higher now. In Corning, alone, millions are needed JUST to get roads
to a 70%+ rating.

Sep 15, 2011 9:47 PM

5 I'm retired on a fixed income. I'm very fortunate to have a small home in Florida
where we spend January through April. If I sold out and just moved to Florida, I
could save nearly $100 per week. Energy cost more, Phone cost more,
Television cable cost more, and most of this due to the tax structure in NY.
Medicaid is given as reason for high property taxes, and state does nothing to
correct. Just waste money.

Sep 15, 2011 5:06 PM

6 Ban High Volume Hydraulic Fracturing (HVHF) for natural gas from New York
State. We must protect our economy from the boom/bust disaster that HVHF
would create. We must protect our air and water from the industrial pollution

Sep 15, 2011 4:29 PM
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which HVHF would create. We must work toward becoming more energy
efficient. We must work to stabilize our quickly changing climate by actively
working toward the creation and use of renewable sources of energy and leave
the unconventional fossil fuels in the ground.

7 We are actually undertaxed for the level of services that we want Sep 15, 2011 2:53 PM

8 Find other ways to fund schools besides just property tax.  This places undo
pressure on homeowners in Tompkins County where there is so much exempt
property. Change the tax code to ensure higher earners are paying their fair
share.

Sep 15, 2011 2:20 PM

9 I don't like the taxes, but I want the services. They aren't free. Sep 15, 2011 2:08 PM

10 I moved from Colorado and do not consider a home purchase within my means. Sep 14, 2011 5:58 PM

11 I agree that high taxes are an abstacle, but I do not support tax breaks for
commerical projects. High taxes are an obstacle, but they are necessary.

Sep 14, 2011 3:34 PM

12 Taxes provide the basis for our ability to be able to accomplish infrastructure
work and provide funds for education among other community based needs of
our region.

Sep 14, 2011 3:23 PM

13 This is a tough one....need the resources from the gov't for infrastructure...and
funding needs to come from somewhere.  Our problem in upstate is the drain of
NYC on state funds.....somehow we need to be able to tap into our proximity to
NYC for development.  High speed rail would be a great addition to allowing us
to get some return on our "investment" in NYC.  Also note that many
corporations have HQ in NY....eg: Westchester county...if we could find a way to
connect there and offer some place for their operations that the could easily
access that may work too.

Sep 14, 2011 12:01 PM

14 However, hard to cut taxes andnot have tostop essential servides. Sep 13, 2011 8:50 PM

15 This is a problem in general terms.  School tax is most of it, but that can be
controlled through budget votes; i.e. if you don't like it don't vote for it.

Sep 13, 2011 8:01 PM

16 Why is NYS using 200mil of taxpayers money to 'stimulate' the economy through
a mandate? Just offset existing tax burdens by 200mil. This will stimulate
immediately without the need to micromanage through programs like these.

Sep 13, 2011 5:00 PM

17 Again school taxes could be reduced by the successful combining of neighboring
school districts and streamlining the administrative oversight of the schools.

Sep 13, 2011 4:07 PM

18 While I agree that on a national scale, more revenue is needed for
improvements, here we seem to be taxed at a high level, particularly property
taxes, for very little return. Why do we have some of the highest property taxes
in the nation, and yet we can't drive down the street without having our car
swallowed up by potholes?

Sep 13, 2011 12:53 PM

19 Business will go where there is the most potential for profit and growth. This
extends to cost of living for employees.

Sep 13, 2011 10:40 AM

20 Taxes...with the population shrinking, the cost of doing business in NYS will
never go down.  However, if specific entities (non-profits) were required to pay

Sep 13, 2011 8:45 AM
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for services used, ie. police, fire, department of public works etc., the costs
would be spread over more of the business and individual population.  The other
key ingredient, in my opinion is to shrink government and the associated costs to
run it.

21 NYS tax levels have been documented to be some of the highest in the country. Sep 13, 2011 8:34 AM

22 Unemployment in New York State is administered as a social entitlement
program.  For example, victims of domestic abuse collect unemployment even if
they quit their jobs or were fired for misconduct.  Another example is people
collecting unemployment because they don't have transportation even though
work is available for them. Another high cost of unemployment is businesses
being assessed this year for interest on $2 billion borrowed from the federal
government for unemployment costs. The Workers Compensation assessment
by New York State is higher than most states. The requirement by New York
State to pay hourly employees weekly rather than bi-weekly is an additional cost
to businesses. Property taxes in New York State are among the highest in the
USA. Utility costs in New York State are among the highest in the USA.

Sep 13, 2011 6:24 AM

23 Although I personally am not in a financial situation to even rank with this
question, I have seen many businesses exit or move around because of tax
issues.

Sep 13, 2011 3:53 AM

24 I have a working studio gallery and I could not even imagine growing my
business.The thought of all the cost and responsibility of being an employer is so
daunting. Instead of hiring people I rent space to independent Artist. Although I
have independent contract agreements and have had to relinquish all control
and authority which is ok but I can see there are areas were I sacrificed my
possibilities. Fortunately I am not greedy so it seems to work out. and I really
care about the other Artist. MY business could use other internal services but it
is really hard to coordinate a private contractor when maybe it would be easier to
have an employee oh I guess not.

Sep 12, 2011 10:36 PM

25 Taxes keep going up.  I pay for school taxes and I don't even have children.  It
seems somewhat unfair that I just have to pay taxes to live here and don't reap
the benefits of having a child in the district.  I don't want to see taxes based upon
income, as now that I'm making more $, I still wouldn't get ahead if you start
taxing me more based upon income.  Create more incentives to get small
business loans and rethink giving corporate incentives to move into the area, but
it needs to be managed more effectively to make sure corporations are fulfilling
their end of the bargain as well.  Make the corporations be held accountable.

Sep 12, 2011 10:21 PM

26 This is just an excuse. I pay a high tax rate and a high energy rate, but my
mortgage is dirt low. I could go south as others say and trade off with a low
taxrate and low energy rate, but a high mortgage. I do not think taxes are too
high an is only used as an excuse by those who fail to plan.

Sep 12, 2011 9:34 PM

27 village of painted post taxes have gone up out of sight over night Sep 12, 2011 8:52 PM

28 tax cornell Sep 12, 2011 8:41 PM

29 Everyone complains about taxes, but try asking them which services they would
like to drop and you won't get a very long list. Speaking as someone who lived in
several other areas before settling here, I must point out that this is in fact an
extremely affordable place in which to buy a home. Yes, the taxes are relatively

Sep 12, 2011 2:22 PM
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high, but the homes are not expensive. This is something that life-long residents
seem to overlook. I recommend that they get online and start looking at what the
TOTAL costs for them would be in other areas if they were to try to get similar
housing there. As for high energy costs, again, the regions that quickly learn to
conserve energy and make use of renewable energy sources are the ones that
are going to have a bright future. High prices for fossil fuels encourage
conservation. Instead of fighting the high prices, let's have some country-wide
programs to educate people about ways to save energy. It's really not that hard
or that burdensome. Saving energy saves money.

30 mis-managed pension funds are bolstered annually by the tax payers to an
extreme, almost full, extent.  unfair district lines cost taxpayers around the finger
lakes extraordinarily more than outlying areas not 10 miles away.

Sep 12, 2011 8:00 AM

31 Inhibits growth of neighborhoods and investment in property. Sep 11, 2011 6:32 PM

32 The proposed huge new Shell refinery, which is only looking at Ohio, PA and WV
is an indication of this.  Why aren't we enticing business to locate here?

Sep 10, 2011 6:01 PM

33 Compared to other areas, we have fairly low costs. The costs unfortunately, are
not developing initiatives that will grow the health of our people. With gas drilling
coming in, the costs are rising exponentially, the jobs are being "in-sourced to
outsiders" who gypsy from place to place following the drilling rigs, and the
native people are losing good water, good air, and any rural quality of life that
kept them healthy. Very few gain from this.

Sep 10, 2011 2:47 PM

34 Even if taxes remain the same, at both the state and local levels, we could
clearly do better at using those dollars - getting a "bigger bang for our bucks",
rooting out fraud, etc.

Sep 9, 2011 10:05 AM

35 It's time corporate America started paying their fair share of taxes. Sep 8, 2011 9:39 PM

36 When I was in business not only was it the high cost of taxes in all areas but the
amount of paperwork that goes along with it.  We had to put our workers through
a temp agency just to get them benefits and health insurance.  And for small
business there is no break on utilities or a tax break from local government like
there is to big business. Where is the incentive to start a small business?

Sep 8, 2011 5:21 PM

37 A proper tax structure is essential to a healthy society. The problem here is
regressive tax structures. Without decent education and services, human capital
will continue to decline. High energy costs are appropriate to a world in peril from
energy use.

Sep 8, 2011 4:40 PM

38 Compared to Delaware, yes taxes are high. NYS has a superior education
system. Compared to Denmark, taxes are low, however, every person in
Denmark can get health care for "free." All depends on your perspective.

Sep 8, 2011 4:14 PM

39 Happy to pay my taxes if it results in better schools, better union jobs, better
wages for New Yorkers. Not happy to pay when roads look like they do,
teachers, emergency personnel, etc., are losing jobs, and school programs are
being cut. Something is clearly wrong.

Sep 8, 2011 3:40 PM

40 I would not start a business in New York due to the high taxes and regulation
imposed by the state.

Sep 8, 2011 3:36 PM
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41 Can't get a free ride, but must monitor and eliminate needless waste of tax
dollars, and criminal or fradulent use of tax dollars.  Also tax the rich, eliminate
off shore tax loophole and reward businesses that keep tax dollars in the good
ol' USA.

Sep 8, 2011 1:08 PM

42 For many homeowners, property and school taxes are equal or nearly equal to
mortgage payment.  Again, need local plans on energy.  We need to adopt some
of the European models here.

Sep 8, 2011 12:58 PM

43 No Fracking Sep 8, 2011 12:55 PM

44 ok, let's put the skunk on the table, as they say -- NYS has cut taxes on the
wealthiest NYorkers to the tune of billions that has slowly starved our state gov't
-- The top tax rate was cut from 15.75% to 6.85% back in the 90's. Except for the
3-yr. temp. bump up to 7.85 and 8.97%, which is due to expire @ yr's end, a
single person making $20,000/yr. pays the same rate as a millionaire/billionaire.
Those tax policies have directly caused the unsustainable rise in property taxes
and nickel and dime fees that hit the middle class every where they turn. The
total tax burden on the low and middle class in NYS is almost DOUBLE that of
the rich. The rich are not paying their fair share. We need to fix our state income
tax structure, making it more progressive, that would allow the state to properly
fund our schools, higher ed, fix our roads and bridges, etc, and pay for mandated
services local gov'ts are currently burdened with .  AT THE VERY LEAST,
EXTEND THE 8.975 RATE ON MILLIONAIRES THAT WILL EXPIRE IN DEC.

Sep 8, 2011 11:33 AM

45 Regressive taxes are a problem - property and sales taxes that fall most heavily
on those who have little money. Failure to tax those who have the most (even as
they have done the least to help us). The Village of Groton has shown that
municipal utilities can be cheaper than private ones.

Sep 8, 2011 10:55 AM

46 Impacts our ability to attract and retain high potential employees. Sep 8, 2011 10:04 AM

47 as an economist i think personal income and corporate gains taxes should be
higher for those that regressive taxes like payroll taxes, or sales taxes should be
replaced with more progressive taxes.

Sep 8, 2011 9:45 AM

48 High taxes are agreeable if they are going towards an agreeable goal Sep 8, 2011 8:55 AM

49 We have shifted too much of the burden away from income tax and corporate tax
and onto the property tax.   The State needs to step up to the plate and take
fiscal responsibility for many of it's mandates, especially  Medicaid. especially

Sep 7, 2011 8:50 PM

50 too many taxes for little government services. The declining leads to only one
thing: a smaller tax base. Smaller tax base=less taxes. Less taxes=less services.
Less services SHOULD EQUAL LESS GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES and
PENSIONS

Sep 7, 2011 6:47 PM

51 Tax those who have money - big business, the rich, etc. Sep 7, 2011 1:30 PM

52 Again, I don't think we are grossly overly-burdened when it comes to paying for
the things/services we value.  And I'm quite sure that we could lower the burden
by being smarter and dedicated to not wasting/abusing tax monies.  I strongly
believe that there is way too much waste in our bloated state governing
apparatus.  Despite that, we are not unduly hamstrung.

Sep 7, 2011 1:15 PM



105 of 681

Page 3, Q3.  <b>High Taxes/High Cost of Doing Business.</b> This includes property, school, employment,
workers compensation, personal and corporate taxes; high energy/utility costs; and fees.

53 If the money is spent wisely taxes help us all move ahead.  The issue, in my
opinion, is corruption and greed.

Sep 7, 2011 11:40 AM

54 High taxes and inflated property values keeps people away from communities
they would otherwise want to live.  Health care is expensive--employers should
not have to cover 26-year old children on their parent's plans.  NYSEG has a
$30 charge just to be connected to NY energy.  Elmirans pay school taxes and
yet our schools are extremely troubled.  Chemung county has a high burden of
people receiving welfare and disability.  There is fraud rampant through the
system.  The military must be drug tested to work for the government.  Those
that recieve $ not to work should have the same requirements.

Sep 7, 2011 9:28 AM

55 No doubt, we face a competitive disadvantage with such a high cost of doing
business.

Sep 6, 2011 7:25 PM

56 We have high taxes and high cost of doing business because we've been
tweaking the engine forever.  We need to rebuild the tax engine.  No one is
willing to step up to doing that.  We will need a catastrophic set of events to drive
major tax reform.  Why can't we have taxation as simple to understand as our
founding documents?  Problem is that those who benefit from today's tax code
aren't going to give up those benefits.  Why should people who are in power and
benefit from the tax codes give up those benefits?  Not there yet.   Energy
should be value priced; this notion that we are entitled to low cost energy is
arrogance.

Sep 6, 2011 4:18 PM

57 taxes are a necessary source of revenue. Teh tax code needs to be fair and the
wealthy should be taxed more. There should be a tax on financial transactions to
raise more revenue fairly.

Sep 6, 2011 2:51 PM

58 NY taxes are a huge burden on homeowners. Sep 6, 2011 1:46 PM

59 This is a problem, but can't be solved with a 'race to the bottom' to be a low
tax/low service area.  We just can't compete with China!  Instead, we need
higher VALUE in terms of good govt service, well educated workers, etc., plus
somewhat lower and more rational fees and taxes of all sorts.

Sep 5, 2011 9:22 PM

60 Reduce these costs and watch the business return to the state. But that would
require reigning in excessive union costs to labor which the elected state
leadership isnt willing to address.

Sep 5, 2011 12:55 PM

61 I always wonder how other states with lower taxes fund their schools and
infrastructure and why uitility costs are so much less in many other places.

Sep 5, 2011 3:24 AM

62 The major area that needs reform is property taxes (likewise schools should not
be primarily funded via a property tax). Personal and corporate tax loopholes
should be closed, which would allow lower rates across the board. Energy costs
are going to go up because we have used up most of the cheap-to-extract-safely
fossil fuels. In the medium run, more renewables and more efficiency will save
industry and businesses money and bring true energy independence (not to
mention new industries and businesses large and small). Big hydro (as in
HydroQuebec) is NOT appropriate both because they flood so much of Quebec
and because long distance high-power transmission lines are inefficient and
vulnerable. And gas transmission lines are difficult to maintain, since methane
under pressure is always trying to escape through even the tiniest breaks--and
unburned methane ("natural gas") traps 1900% more heat than CO2 (20 x

Sep 5, 2011 12:23 AM
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expressed as a percentage increase). One more reason to move away from
natural gas ASAP (since getting delivery lines in urban areas leak-proof would
be phenomenally expensive).

63 Our taxes in NY are way out of control in comparison with the rest of the country. Sep 4, 2011 8:51 PM

64 "high" cost is a completely relative term. You want a Walmart existence?  or
something more carefully designed for our strengths and sustainability, without
the bottom line being "MUST HAVE CHEAP".

Sep 4, 2011 7:29 PM

65 Because of our extrodinairly high property taxes, we have been forced to make
decisions regarding additional investments in New York State realty.

Sep 3, 2011 8:54 PM

66 Schools are out of control with taxpayer dollars, property taxes are terrible and
state has control of our mineral rights. Gas is high way robbery and we can't
even develop the Marcellus.

Sep 3, 2011 8:08 PM

67 We must realize that without common support in all areas (call it socialism if you
dare) so that there are safety nets and the rich pay their fair share to be in
America!  A gated community cannot escape a fractured society .

Sep 3, 2011 7:35 PM

68 While these are all issues and no one likes paying taxes, the real issue here is
that the upper end earners don't pay their share.

Sep 3, 2011 2:26 PM

69 Example:  A friend has a 100 acres and a small house.  Also some
improvements to the land.  He is a snowbird, down south half the year.  Taxes--
$18,000 per annum. He is on the cusp of selling, moving out of state. Many more
like him.  The taxes never go down.When drilling comes I support ad valorum
over severance tax. $ stays local, moderates tax

Sep 3, 2011 1:35 PM

70 When corporate entities refuse to invest in the community in which they seek to
generate profit for themselves, they are NOT a contributing partner for that
community. When will we begin to understand well-being?

Sep 3, 2011 10:22 AM

71 The State should relieve Counties of the mandates given them over the years
and absorb these costs through a much more progressive (i.e. higher taxes on
high income, high wealth individuals and higher taxes on high profit corporations)
tax structure. This in turn could/should relieve local tax payers and property tax
payers of what is a too high burden. In addition, high income non-profits like
Cornell must be forced to make reasonable contribuutions to the local tax base.
Their exemption from local property taxes passes the burden of local services
from which they beneift unfairly onto local property owners. Entities like Cornell
should be required to pay property taxes based on the assessed value of their
lands and buildings like other local taxpayers. This in turn might lower the overall
burden while increasing the fairness of the system as a whole.

Sep 3, 2011 10:20 AM

72 Property taxes almost preclude living here.  If there is not some relief, I will have
to move when I retire (which I would rather not do - I love the area).  Energy
costs are also a major concern for me - now and later.

Sep 3, 2011 7:55 AM

73 Is there still some debate that New York is one of the most, if not the most,
business unfriendly states to reside in.  I would think that the poor rate of
entreupural growth and the the loss of population would be proof enough.

Sep 2, 2011 2:44 PM

74 A major impediment for both businesses directly and for recruiting management Sep 2, 2011 1:40 PM
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talent to the region.

75 Someone has to say no when it comes to increasing spending or even
maintaining current spending levels.  Even in the current economic climate, no
one seems to understand that school, town, city, county and state budgets need
to be adjusted to realistic levels.  We must spend within our means.

Sep 2, 2011 1:14 PM

76 I get that taxes are needed to support all the services we are fortunate enough to
have...i also understand that taxing employers heavily encourages them to leave
the area...in an area like NYC where population density and salaries can support
higher taxes individuals can (and may not want to) carry that tax burden....in
areas like chenango where pop density is lower, salaries are lower and services
are less, taxing is a heavier burden on individuals...with the data we have seen
from Pennsylvania's high QOL costs of nat gas (roads, traffic, noise, crime,
emergencies, water contamination, industrialization of scenic farmland) I believe
that many who have leased in the area feel forced to lease and risk damage just
to cover their taxes and keep the land open...again, it feels important to have
longer term goals of what we want this region to be betond the 5 years of this
plan

Sep 2, 2011 11:44 AM

77 The recent rise in NYS retirement cost, coupled with the property tax cap and
rises in medical care make it very difficult to keep jobs in the region.   Attention
should be given to a new tier in the NYS retirement as well as relieving local
districts of mandates

Sep 2, 2011 8:41 AM

78 Our real estate taxes are not sustainable for most land owners.  More & more
land owners are forced to sell due to taxes.  Income taxes and high sales taxes
together with the multitude of "fees"  are a wet blanket over the economy.

Sep 2, 2011 7:03 AM

79 HIGHEST IN THE NATION Sep 1, 2011 8:28 PM

80 put back into the land and people as much as you take from them. Sep 1, 2011 7:53 PM

81 Schools are laying off teachers, there are not enough staff in government
agencies to carry out programs - it's hard to say that taxes are too high.

Sep 1, 2011 5:56 PM

82 Public service commission deregulated state utilities to "save all rate payers
money"- how is that working for you? Comp is under the control of private union
influence peddlers. Have you read the effect of contractor always to blame rules
? We need to start budgets from zero base line not last years !

Sep 1, 2011 5:53 PM

83 School taxes are ridiculous. Sep 1, 2011 4:58 PM

84 to many school districts, only need one in binghamton area Sep 1, 2011 3:49 PM

85 I do not know who prepared these questions, but they are genuinely misleading
both in their structure and in their terminology.  The use of "loaded" wording and
presumed sentiments makes a direct question/reply correlation impossible and
hence, will give the entire survey a skewed result.

Sep 1, 2011 3:32 PM

86 Personal property taxes too high.  Too much transfer of millions of dollars of
taxpayer monies to large corporations in the form of PILOTs and grants. Stop
tacking on fees to household energy bills.  Pass P.A.C.E. type laws to incentivize
rooftop solar installation.

Sep 1, 2011 1:45 PM
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87 MOVE GAS DRILLING NOW IN NEW YORK STATE.  EMPLOYMENT AND
ECONOMY WILL GAIN HUGE!

Sep 1, 2011 1:27 PM

88 Property and school taxes are too expensive.  I believe in consolidation of school
districts, eliminate as much administrative levels as possible.  Energy costs are
too high in both residential and commercial environments.

Sep 1, 2011 12:07 PM

89 Coming from Long Island, this area has quite low taxes!! Sep 1, 2011 11:30 AM

90 We need to eleiminate the tax breaks to business that we freely give away and
place on the shoulders of the homeowner/small business owner. That model
does not work

Sep 1, 2011 10:59 AM

91 Yes, taxes are too high, but we need to more heavily tax rich individuals. Sep 1, 2011 10:06 AM

92 This is such as "loaded" question aimed at supporting big businesses that want
lower taxes, I object to it being included.  Taxes may be too high for some who
are struggling in our regional economy, but by asking the question so broadly,
you have biased the results you get.

Sep 1, 2011 9:08 AM

93 The recent property tax cap is a move in the right direction. Sep 1, 2011 9:04 AM

94 Taxes and fees go to providing services -- services that benefit businesses as
much as anyone. Businesses, for example, may not like school taxes, but I'm
sure they appreciate an educated labor pool.

Sep 1, 2011 8:12 AM

95 There are many loopholes that allow large businesses to avoid paying taxes, I
think this is a bigger problem than the issue of high taxes.  Very small
businesses don't have the money to hire accountants to find all the loopholes
and end up paying too much in taxes compared to their profits.

Aug 31, 2011 2:52 PM

96 Taxes are a burden on us all. NYS Medicad benefits entice a disappropriate
population of needy to move to NY. This burden needs to be reduced. State
employees need to contribute more to their retirement to offset expense.

Aug 31, 2011 10:38 AM

97 Creation of jobs equal more tax dollars, equals more dollars to put into the
infrastructure, schools,etc. simple isn't it.

Aug 31, 2011 9:51 AM

98 Again the states high taxes drive out existing business and prevent new
development.

Aug 31, 2011 8:52 AM

99 New York has a great workforce and many valuable resources. I believe we are
willing to pay to be here. But as mentioned in the prior comment when we see
this money sqaundered recklessly people will leave.

Aug 31, 2011 6:31 AM

100 It's more about what we get for the taxes we pay. It's a problem that so many of
our taxes are spent with the military-industrial complex, and to subsidize
industrial agriculture. It's also a problem that Fortune 500 companies operating
in NYS pay virtually no taxes, relative to their revenues.

Aug 31, 2011 1:45 AM

101 all of the above Aug 31, 2011 12:57 AM

102 Universal problems. Aug 30, 2011 6:15 PM

103 NYS has to stop unfunded mandates and live within it's means, not transfer Aug 30, 2011 3:57 PM
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responsibilities to local governments with no funding. The revenue stream at the
state is based on income tax while local governments must rely on the more
regressive property tax base.

104 Have been unable to attract professional talent to NY because of high
costs/taxes.

Aug 30, 2011 3:18 PM

105 Roads & schools (good teachers) do not maintain themselves for free- they
require a financial investment.  Industry needs to pay its share.  We cannot have
a healthy community by perpetuating the notion that everything needs to be
cheap.  Dumping on any given community can be cheap- building a strong
community and sustainable business environment is not.

Aug 30, 2011 2:55 PM

106 High taxes are partly a result of poor land use planning and over-investment in
automotive infrastructure. Our built environment is beyond our tax base's ability
to maintain it. Car dependence also costs every household and makes them
vulnerable to energy price fluctuation. Stopping sprawl and road building while
creating compact walkable communities will help. We should emulate Sweden
and Denmark and also aggressively develop local renewable energy sources like
wind, solar and NYS farm grown biomass (pellets, biodiesel, wood chips, etc)
and get off fossil fuels (including natural gas) so we have stable locally
controllable energy costs. We also need to incentivize the development and
manufacturing of renewable energy equipment as a cornerstone of NYS
economy..

Aug 30, 2011 1:53 PM

107 We must increase the income-tax revenue sharing with local governments to
reduce burdens on local property-tax payers.  We need fewer unfunded state
mandates to local governments  Let services be delivered where they are most
efficient: local goverment

Aug 30, 2011 1:30 PM

108 High taxes on the bulk of the population and small businesses are the direct
result of shifting tax burden from large corporations and millionaires and not due
to spending increases.  Safety net support for our communities is increasing and
can be reduced by building a middle class. This means producing health care
security so entrepeurs can apply thier skills and courage and by supporting
unions and labor groups for more equity in the sharing of company profits.  This
will build a middle class and lower the tax burden

Aug 30, 2011 11:15 AM

109 Taxes are out of control.  They get raised every year and we get less and less
for the money.  Sometimes I feel that because they cant generate jobs they just
raise taxes.  I dont know what we will do if they get raised again.  We need to put
$ in peoples pockets not take it from them.  We need jobs in this area
desperately.

Aug 30, 2011 10:03 AM

110 Again, a smokescreen for poor business operation. Aug 30, 2011 9:41 AM

111 Taxes in this area are completely prohibitive!  I recently purchased a home in the
Town of Binghamton, Susquehanna Valley School District and pay more in taxes
every month than I pay for my mortgage payment!

Aug 30, 2011 9:27 AM

112 There is no  value you receive for the high tax rate. What you get instead is
delay's, inefficiency and more government bureaucracy - need to shrink
government and get them out of the way

Aug 29, 2011 10:06 PM

113 We should be paying taxes to fund infrastructure renewal, police/fire protection, Aug 29, 2011 9:17 PM
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and k-12 schools.  Everything else should be pay as you go.  We should not be
taxed to provide for the "struggling artists on the street", "building murals", "cost
of war signs", or "gay pride/rainbow flags".

114 jobs at Amphenol are going to Mexico, Malaysia and other low cost areas. Need
low cost energy to compete.

Aug 29, 2011 7:19 PM

115 taxes keep going higher but no more new businesses move into the state
because taxes are so high.  We must find a way to entice more business to
move into the state.

Aug 29, 2011 2:12 PM

116 Can we cut taxes without the loss of services or programs? What do other areas
who have lower taxes do?

Aug 29, 2011 1:23 PM

117 Being a homeowner and paying some of the highest taxes in the national still
doesn't buy me protections expected in small town America. Higher property
taxes have made me seriously doubt that owning a home and land isn't such a
good investment in NYS. Homeowners bare the burden of expenses for schools,
roads, services, ect. alone. WHY? just because one owns a home they become
responsible for those expenses. I don't have kids, but pay for them, those who
rent and have kids don't have any obligation to pay for them. A staewide tax for
all should be initiated which would lower property taxes,help balance a budget
and create equal obligation and tax those who choose to have children in school,
maybe that would preclude people from having some many kids. The state and
federal tax schedules should not include exemptions for having children. People
are having kids because they don't have to pay for them, it's wrong, immoral and
unconscionable in this day and age. Teens have babies because it allows them
to get a place to live, care for them and their baby through multiple programs,
they soon learn the more kids they have the more money they get. All NYS
schools should be initiating family education and make condoms  available .  If
businesses move into NYS, the state should initiate tax abaitments for the first 5
years if the buildings used are re done to LEED standards and if newly built to
include only renewable energy and recycling is a must and should be required.

Aug 29, 2011 11:32 AM

118 A major impediment! Aug 29, 2011 9:45 AM

119 While I believe that we pay high taxes in New York, we expect a lot of services
too.  And without increasing taxes on those most able to pay - gas drilling
companies and other corporations plus very wealthy individuals, we will not have
those services which enhance our quality of life here.

Aug 29, 2011 8:21 AM

120 utilize gas revenues to lower taxes, look to consolidate school districts Aug 29, 2011 8:15 AM

121 I don't think this is the critical issue though of course it is an expense. Aug 29, 2011 12:31 AM

122 This is a quality of life issue.  What is the good of having low taxes, poor schools,
decaying infrastructure, migratory work force and unsustainable property values?
You get what you pay for.

Aug 28, 2011 9:55 PM

123 Why won't gas companies be taxed? Aug 28, 2011 9:28 PM

124 What is more important than the education of our children? War?  Let's prioritize
what we value for the people and the land and the future and find a way, not
attack it and shoot ourselves in the foot!

Aug 28, 2011 8:18 PM
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125 Our property taxes are 79% above the national average.The people that are
willing to work are disgusted with the large numer of  "welfare" residents that
actually have a higher std. of Income.

Aug 28, 2011 4:50 PM

126 You really think somebody's going to check 'Strongly Disagree'?  Oh, yeah.  I
forgot about the 50% of the population that 'benefits' from government
entitlements.... the people that are riding this state right down the toilet.

Aug 28, 2011 4:04 PM

127 Especially now that the taxes have been raise  so high before they have to be
frozen.

Aug 28, 2011 1:35 PM

128 we live at a lower level per income band than anywhere wlse. any of us remain
behind because of family

Aug 28, 2011 12:10 PM

129 See above. Consolidate as much as possible.The 19th century political structure
such as we have (state, county, town , village, special districts for lighting &
sewer, and so many school districts) makes no sense whatsoever in the 21st
century! And even once consolidated, the cost of government must come down
through bigger employee contributions to pension and health care cost.
Government must NOT be considered an employer like the private sector;
government must employ the bare minimum of personnel to provide the services
required. Natural gas development in the Marcellus Shale formation needs to be
encouraged to reduce energy costs and to grow the tax base, reducing the
burden on others.

Aug 28, 2011 11:54 AM

130 high property taxes are forcing us to retire elsewhere and keeping people from
taking jobs in the area.     Both government and school jobs need to be cut from
the TOP!

Aug 28, 2011 11:42 AM

131 a consequence of living in New York State! Aug 28, 2011 11:13 AM

132 Public Worker's and State Polititians Retirement/Pension Benefits are
unsustainable, and a clear example of letting the rabbit guard the lettuce.

Aug 27, 2011 11:24 PM

133 Taxes are a killer to growth in this depressed area. Aug 27, 2011 10:14 PM

134 We live in one of the most overtaxed states in the union, yet we are not better
off. Money is being poorly spent and wasted. I can barely pay my bills and must
do with less every day. As a taxpayer (both property and income), I shouldn't
have to shoulder the burden alone and while doing so, shouldn't be the only one
tightening my belt. It's not right for those people, agencies and schools to think
they should get more while my family and I struggle with even less because they
feel they should not have to share the burden. It is difficult indeed to cut
spending. Just ask any tax paying family how it's done.

Aug 27, 2011 5:01 PM

135 Is it going to force many of us seniors on fixed incomes to move to another state.
If gas drilling doesn't happen in this area, I will be forced to move.

Aug 27, 2011 4:59 PM

136 I strongly disagree with all items Aug 27, 2011 4:37 PM

137 All of the above keep new business development at a stand still.  Even when
new programs are announced, such as green energy development, be it solar or
wind generator manufacturing it seems that that is all that happens, an
announcement, but no follow thru.  As far as property taxes/school taxes go, the
governments, state and local, keep digging deeper into the pockets of the

Aug 27, 2011 4:14 PM
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unfortunate home owners that can't get out of the state and can no longer afford
to live in NY.  Many are losing their homes.  Salaries are not keeping up with the
cost of living. In my case, I am fortunate to have still have a job but have not had
a raise in 6 years and am just holding on by the skin of my teeth..

138 Taxes are too high.  This inhibits growth.  A tax on gas extraction is essential to
help alleviate taxes on people.

Aug 27, 2011 3:05 PM

139 Although i do think property taxes are too high, i believe we should have higher,
not lower taxes.  Governments that can afford to provided needed services have
happier and more productive citizens.  Taxes, though, should be progressive.
Many of these taxes are regressive and put a larger burden on the poor and the
middle class relative to the rich.

Aug 27, 2011 3:03 PM

140 Property taxes make our housing unaffordable for most families.  It deters new
construction.  People tend to look for older homes in pockets where the property
taxes are lower than other areas

Aug 27, 2011 1:09 PM

141 It is not the tax as much as the improper or wasteful use of the money Aug 27, 2011 8:12 AM

142 lacxk of natural gas to residenual and business Aug 27, 2011 7:53 AM

143 In my county, Sidney Central School District has the 4th highest property tax,
only behind City of NY, County of Delaware and D.M. Graham Laboratories.  K-
Mart, Meadwestvaco, and Amphenol COMBINED do not pay as much in
property taxes as Sidney Central School.  The problem with taxes in our area is
that we have been fooled into thinking that "corporate citizens" should be given
huge tax breaks because they employ local people.  Yet, who is looking at the
fact that, between Amphenol and the Susquehanna River there are
contamination problems?  What about the Richardson Hill Dump?  What about
the empty K-Mart building next to McDowell Walker?  How many headaches
have corporate megaliths created for Delaware County?  These are examples of
cost externalization which are going on right now.  How much more cost
externalization will happen in the next 50 years?  It's sad that when we talk about
high taxes, we marry it with "high cost of doing business".  Especially with Gas
Drilling at our door.  XTO, Chesapeake, etc are all going to jump on the "NY
over-regulates/charges high fees" parade, yet who is looking at the multi-millions
that these companies make and/or their CEO's take home at the end of the day?
Example:  Mead's revenue 2008:  $6.6 billion.  Again, everyone thinks the
answer is to invite more corporations into our area to stimulate the economy, and
they feel they need to provide all sorts of breaks to get them here.  That
mentality is what allows "corporate citizens" to take advantage of us and squash
our local economy.

Aug 27, 2011 7:49 AM

144 The government should provide basic safety and security protections. Beyond
that the wasteful nature of government involvement in business is an impediment
to growth.  In some ways I feel that businesses should not be subject to taxes at
all.  The only taxes that levied should fall to those who take profits from those
businesses.

Aug 27, 2011 7:42 AM

145 If this does not change, NYS will always be the last place that any business or
person will consider moving to.

Aug 27, 2011 5:03 AM

146 AS ABOVE, COLLECTIVE BARGAINING IN THIS STATE IS A LOSE: LOSE
FOR THE TAXPAYER. PENSION INCREASES NOW ARE LLIKE PUSHING A

Aug 26, 2011 10:16 PM
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DROWNING MAN UNDER...

147 lower taxes on the people and tax the corporations. Aug 26, 2011 9:49 PM

148 we cant aford to live here on hour pay Aug 26, 2011 8:41 PM

149 Although property taxes are extremely high, corporate taxes on heavy industry
will not be enough to begin to pay for the increased cost of social services,
demands for emergency medical, fire, and police, and road repair.

Aug 26, 2011 8:30 PM

150 Now that my wife is joining me in retirement we are thinking of establishing our
legal residence in Flordia where we own property.  We are tired of paying for
lack luster results.

Aug 26, 2011 8:00 PM

151 Too much government Aug 26, 2011 7:43 PM

152 I am a small business in liberty ny The taxes on my home and business is 45
thousand a year. Its criminal. I have no growth because all my earnings go to
taxes. I once employed 10 people. Now I work alone because I cant afford to pay
wages. You dont have to be a rocket scientist to figure out whats wrong. I cant
even sell my properties because of the taxes.This is so wrong!

Aug 26, 2011 7:32 PM

153 There are too many strong unions that are eating away at the rest of the area.
Teachers and the mta are the first 2 that come to mind. They are holding us in
hostage. We pay taxes to compensate them and pay their benefits- who will pay
our benefits when the rest of us retire? What entitlement of pension do we have?
If the non union people don't live up to our work expectations we will loose our
jobs. What makes them better than the rest of us? And why do we have to pay
for them???

Aug 26, 2011 7:17 PM

154 it costs too much to live in NY Aug 26, 2011 4:53 PM

155 With hydrofracking in the area, local & ancilary businesses do well - UNTIL the
fracking industry is done. Local infrastructures/communities are left with the high
cost of repairs, local folks can no longer afford housing or have to walk away due
to the contamination of the land/air/WATER.

Aug 26, 2011 4:44 PM

156 While the consensus is that NYS is overtaxed, it is important to remember that
taxes are necessary for other salient development issues such as infrastructure.

Aug 26, 2011 4:42 PM

157 The tax issues are not uniform - I see it more as a management and prioritization
problem.  It seems to be very convenient to simply blame the non-profits and
higher education institutions and then sit back and do very little.  The biggest
problem for business is not taxes but the zoning and local government attitudes
that tend to discourage developers and investment.

Aug 26, 2011 3:53 PM

158 Ridiculously high reflecting the multi-layer inefficiencies of government and over
staffing.  But this is not as big an issue for ED as the first two.

Aug 26, 2011 3:52 PM

159 Taxes in the area are moderate. Aug 26, 2011 3:51 PM

160 It was annoying to see so much money spent on competitive school sports
instead focusing on more inclusive fitness education that would be applicable for
a lifetime and reduce student injuries. Taxes aren't an issue as long as they
aren't wasted.

Aug 26, 2011 3:39 PM
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161 This is a sham argument - if people want good schools, good roads, safe food,
and safe places to work, they need regulation.

Aug 26, 2011 3:38 PM

162 there are a lot of cities in the Southern Tier that have really high property taxes,
especially when compared to their suburbs.  I credit this to old, aging
infrastructure and housing stock that pushes people out into the more newly
developed suburbs.  What can we do about this on a regional scale?

Aug 26, 2011 3:27 PM

163 Agree, but research suggests impact is not as great as many claim. Aug 26, 2011 3:02 PM

164 The property taxes in New York state are absurdly high. Small businesses pay
more than their fair share of taxes, while Wall Street financial services are bailed
out and rewarded for poor performance.

Aug 26, 2011 2:47 PM

165 Taxes are way too high.  Nobody can afford them and it drives business away.
The rich should pay the same 33% or more in taxes that the lower classes pay.
No cut offs!

Aug 26, 2011 2:31 PM

166 Property taxes are extremely high.Public employee health care and benefit costs
must be reduced. Medicare and Medicaid benefits must also be reduced to lower
taxes.

Aug 26, 2011 2:17 PM

167 At least this list is more manageable and not as broad based, but it was still
ldifficult to express on eopnion on ALL of these topics.

Aug 26, 2011 1:56 PM

168 Ugh! Aug 26, 2011 1:48 PM

169 We need to end large corporations, limit the size of businesses, and limit their
influence on government.  Taxation should be local, and voted on by the towns
and counties.  businesses should be locally owned and regulated by the towns
they reside in.

Aug 26, 2011 1:05 PM

170 This is the number one reason I am looking to leave NY State. Aug 26, 2011 12:37 PM

171 Taxes are necessary if people are to live in communities.  This country was
founded to create a democracy to end the abuses of a hereditary, monarchical
class system.  For this reason, so as not to allow the growth of a new a new
monarchy or oligarchy, taxation should be progressive, allowing for a greater tax
rate among the wealthy than the poor.   Taxes should be based on profit.  That
should be the only basis on which tax law is written.

Aug 26, 2011 12:18 PM

172 Consolidation of all services between school districts and local governments
should be a top priority to help lower taxes. High number of paid city, town and
county elected officials should be reduced to lower tax burden.

Aug 26, 2011 11:58 AM

173 This also effects the cost of living here. Aug 26, 2011 11:55 AM

174 Finalize the SGEIS and start allowing hydrofracking / drilling. into the Utica and
Marcellus.

Aug 26, 2011 11:48 AM

175 Sure, high taxes and business costs are an impediment to a healthy economy,
all else being equal, but it's a question of what you get for the money.  Rather
than start with the fees, start with where the money's going.  Getting agreement
on what to cut is a lot harder.  As for high utility costs, you can deal with that by
allowing people to provide cheaper but more polluting energy, or you can deal

Aug 26, 2011 11:15 AM
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with it by helping firms and households be more energy efficient.  It makes a
huge difference which of those paths you pursue.

176 I am opposed to the state regulating local tax rates such as caps. This should be
left up to those in communities. I think corporations/very rich should be paying
higher tax rates and have too many loopholes.

Aug 26, 2011 11:13 AM

177 Our state budget is more then twice that of PA, that is an overwhelming burden
to tax payers.   Nautral Gas production is a safe and lucrative alternative to save
this area.  It will lower taxes for everyone.

Aug 26, 2011 11:04 AM

178 It's all way too high.  I recently sold my home in New Berlin, NY due to the
excessive taxes which reach new heights each year. For my income of 64K a
year, I was paying 10K in just property and school tax.  Add to that income, tax,
SS, etc.  It's no wonder why people are fleeing NY.

Aug 26, 2011 10:51 AM

179 My husbands business went under over a year and a half ago, we are still paying
off the workers compensation. The rates are insanely high, small business
owners can't stay in business. Between the workers comp rates and the taxes
we could not afford to stay in business.

Aug 26, 2011 10:25 AM

180 first and formost people with no kids in school should not have to pay school tax.
MAKE IT FAIR!!! It's paying for flood ins. and living on a mountan!!

Aug 26, 2011 10:23 AM

181 From personal experience the cost of property and school taxes, coupled with
little to no cost of living adjustments in salaries - due to the state economic
situation, have created an atmosphere in which my family is looking to move
across the border to PA to stay economically viable.

Aug 26, 2011 10:18 AM

182 The property taxes and ALL unfunded mandates are "killing" the property owners
here in the Southern Tier.  I drove from Sayreville, PA to Towanda, PA to
Wellsboro, PA yesterday (8/25/2011) and observed restaurants packed with cars
and trucks, auto dealers with huge inventories, hotels at near capacity, people
shopping for "extras", many, many NEW small businesses supporting and
servicing the natural gas industry etc. Natural  gas drilling has revitalized an
economic region (northern Pennsylvania) that for many, many years was very
depressed.  It is time to bring that vitality and growth to the Southern Tier by
allowing natural gas drilling.

Aug 26, 2011 9:58 AM

183 lets drill for natural gas in ny. Aug 26, 2011 9:54 AM

184 The spending on welfare and the use of the taxes collected is the problem.
Welfare isn't suppose to be a lifetime of support, but has turned into one for
many in Delaware Co. Where is the money being spent? Let's look at it closer.
Then decide to raise and lower.

Aug 26, 2011 9:40 AM

185 We're the highest taxed around. If you don't think so, you've got your head in the
sand. They pass feel-good legislation like the 2% tax cap. Hey...LOWER the
damn taxes, don't just put a cap on the increases. Every group I saw that was
under the 2% cap came up with 1.999% increases...what did they think was
going to happen? Duh!

Aug 26, 2011 9:29 AM

186 Very poorly worded Aug 26, 2011 9:28 AM

187 The state is over burdened with high taxes, tolls and fees. A 50% cut of all taxes, Aug 26, 2011 9:23 AM
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tolls and fees should take place immediately. A 25%

188 Mainly property taxation, inappropriate fees for small (under say 10 employees,
not 50 or more) business.

Aug 26, 2011 8:57 AM

189 1. Put sunshine law onto all NYS taxes beginning with a set year (such as 2012),
so that they have to be re-voted on by legislature.

Aug 26, 2011 8:51 AM

190 Personal property taxes in NY are very high as compared to neighboring PA.
The high taxes hurt property values in the lower teir.  People would rather invest
in equity into homes versus taking income to pay taxes.

Aug 26, 2011 8:40 AM

191 Gas money should help in this area Aug 26, 2011 8:12 AM

192 No balance between unemployment/low paying job and high taxes/high cost of
doing business.

Aug 26, 2011 8:10 AM

193 There's nothing wrong with the taxes we pay for the above mentioned areas.I
would only have 2 suggestions.That retired people not have to pay school
taxes.They did this in Connecticut and it is only fair not to burden the retired
when they do not even have children in school.I do not think large companies
should be given a free ride.It seems they never follow through with proposed
hiring numbers but instead just over pocket their own profits.Corporations need
to be taxed not given a break! Especially if what they do causes road damage or
other things the NYS taxpayer isn't responsible for .

Aug 26, 2011 7:07 AM

194 We are the highest taxed state by every measure. Although I think we are like
18th in terms of corporate taxes.

Aug 26, 2011 7:04 AM

195 Our taxes are high as well as our spending on things like dog parks river walks
and some festivals which should be handled by the private sector such as the
spiedie fest.  once again Gas drilling would provide our communities millions of
dollars just in the advolerum taxes collected, reducing the tax burden on all
citizens of our community

Aug 25, 2011 9:30 PM

196 Significant tax relief will result from expansion of our energy resources, natural
gas to be specific. As Chairperson of the Vestal Gas Coalition fcurrently
representing 10,985 acres in Vestal we have calculated the Ad Valorem taxes
alone over the next 12 to 15 years will exceed $75 million. Vestal landowner
income in that time frame will exceed $800 million and total developer and
landowner taxablr  income will exceed $3.7 Billion based on developing 23,000
of Vestal 30,000 acres.Road upgrades will be paid by the industry as part of the
developement phase and all related local industries will significantly benefit.
Most every local business will benefit from the increased employment and
disposable income generated.

Aug 25, 2011 9:12 PM

197 yes, yes, yes, yes! Aug 25, 2011 8:56 PM

198 Businesses and people are being taxed out of NYS this comes from poor control
of spending -

Aug 25, 2011 8:33 PM

199 This is far and away the number one problem for economic growth in upstate
NY.

Aug 25, 2011 5:55 PM

200 This is why over 1.5 million New Yorkers left New York between 2009 & 2010.  I Aug 25, 2011 5:48 PM
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feel union power is a high contributor to this.

201 Freeze salaries, make public employees totally  pay for their own health care,
pension, etc. Funding public employee benefits is not the best use of tax dollars.

Aug 25, 2011 5:45 PM

202 I believe that we need to really be looking at a more progressive tax system that
requires people with the 'means' to pay their fair share.

Aug 25, 2011 5:40 PM

203 Energy costs are excessive in most pars of the area.  Local taxes are excessive
principally because the State (and to a lesser extent the Federal govt) has
passed so many unfunded mandates and pension costs to municipalities and
school districts.

Aug 25, 2011 5:22 PM

204 Again, lumping issues. corporate taxes are extremely low in the US and not
interestingly high in NY.

Aug 25, 2011 5:15 PM

205 yup..I plan telling my kids to leave this state go to collage and get a job
somewhere else

Aug 25, 2011 4:26 PM

206 property taxes in particular Aug 25, 2011 2:48 PM

207 I feel BIG businesses have been given too much advantage here.  A break to
new, small businesses OK.

Aug 25, 2011 2:45 PM

208 All of New York State has high taxes.  And I've lived in New Jersey :) Aug 25, 2011 2:28 PM

209 Working in housing, I hear constant complaints about property taxes for
homeowners, both rental and owner-occupied.  They seem to be driving local
property owners out of the landlording business.

Aug 25, 2011 1:34 PM

210 yeah taxes suck, but how else is the government going to raise money to
improve quality of life?

Aug 25, 2011 12:50 PM

211 Taxes and regulation are a large burden to residents and businesses.  Money
needs to go back into the local economy.  Not to Albany and Washington.

Aug 25, 2011 12:35 PM

212 Government is a tool.  There is no "us" versus "them", people vs government.
Taxes are a mechanism by which we, the people, make our tool (government)
operable. Taxes are not the question, rather it is what we want our government
to do for us.

Aug 25, 2011 12:17 PM

213 I rather pay property tax and have good services like reliable fire fighters,
emergency medical services and good schools.

Aug 25, 2011 12:06 PM

214 There are many layers to NY government. This may not necessarily be bad, but
can lead to confusion and higher fees in many cases. I think a larger part of this
is that people dont' see where their money goes. They know that they pay taxes,
but it is unclear, say, with lower test scores in the schools, how well that money
is spent. Being able to explain why costs are higher in New York--what our tax
dollars pay for--is just as important as finding ways to decrease those costs.
Additionally, people continue to move to suburbs, in many cases, for lower taxes,
but these will catch up as the cost of repairing and replacing the aging
infrastructure in those communities begins to rise in the long term. As gas prices
also rise in the coming decades, it will be unaffordable for residents of "cheaper"
suburban communities to continue to live in these less dense developments,

Aug 25, 2011 11:44 AM



118 of 681

Page 3, Q3.  <b>High Taxes/High Cost of Doing Business.</b> This includes property, school, employment,
workers compensation, personal and corporate taxes; high energy/utility costs; and fees.

where driving is a necessity.

215 the ad valorem tax  paid by natural gas co's would lower taxes for all. Aug 25, 2011 11:38 AM

216 Again, no doubt there are inefficiencies, but I think this is a good example of
looking at state mandates and requiring state assistance to communities where
necessary.  And in terms of the high energy costs - this can be a great reason to
make the area the energy efficiency capital of NY.

Aug 25, 2011 11:30 AM

217 My total property taxes increased by 100% since 2004. I would not buy in this
area if I were looking today.

Aug 25, 2011 9:39 AM

218 School taxes could be lowered if votes on school budgets and school boards
were held at regular polling places rather than at schools, which are often far
from where voters live. Currently, only a small percentage of voters actually vote.
The results are skewed by the disproportionately large number of school
employees who vote.

Aug 25, 2011 9:02 AM

219 Businesses at the margin can go where costs are lowest. NY is one of the top
three states by tax burden. This offsets the other positives of the Southern Tier.

Aug 25, 2011 8:12 AM

220 The development of the gas industry should lower property taxes,but it wont. Do
you know why?

Aug 25, 2011 7:33 AM

221 High property taxes in New York are a problem., but the lack of taxes on
corporate entities are a bigger problem.  Corporations should be taxed to the
extent possible since they owe their success to their supporters who buy their
products.

Aug 24, 2011 11:00 PM

222 Taxes are not higher in New York State if apples are compared to apples. In
other states there are wage taxes, public schools are inadequate, so you must
pay for private school, etc. so a citizen's overall costs to run household are about
the same. Overall housing costs, if cost to buy house is included, are lower than
in other areas of the country. I do not accept the premise of "high taxes/high cost
of doing business." I moved to upstate from Philadelphia because it is cheaper to
live in upstate NY than Phila.

Aug 24, 2011 10:31 PM

223 The most effective relief would be to allow all counties to choose what Medicade
sections they want to assume and any savingsnfrom current costs would be
returned to the counties. Putting control on local politicians. If a county assumes
big cuts many who came to the State because of these may leave or assume
more responsability for their care.

Aug 24, 2011 9:42 PM

224 New York State has a well deserved reputation for excessively high taxes.
Money has to be raised for public purposes, but it should be raised primarily by
the most equitable fashion based on ability to pay such as an income tax, rather
than by regressive taxes such as sales and property taxes and fees.

Aug 24, 2011 8:25 PM

225 drill a gas well, balance a budget Aug 24, 2011 8:04 PM

226 these are really important if we are competing globally...we need to be thinking
about locally...we're all on that playing field...why should the plums go to a non-
local enterprise...these funds should be put back and stay in our local
economy...first....then, when we are strong, we can start competing externally

Aug 24, 2011 3:58 PM
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227 All of the above is curbing growth Aug 24, 2011 3:26 PM

228 Disgaree that high taxes is grouped with or married to high cost of doing
business.

Aug 24, 2011 3:11 PM

229 School Taxes are OUT OF CONTROL Aug 24, 2011 2:52 PM

230 These do not adversely affect economic development. Aug 24, 2011 2:41 PM

231 We have higher taxes because we have higher levels of service. I don't think it is
right to give businesses tax breaks when it effectively means that residents have
to make up the difference. I think we can control high energy costs - and employ
people with a wide range of education and skills - most effectively by developing
green jobs. This means retrofitting existing buildings to save energy,
manufacturing and installing solar and wind technologies, growing non-food-crop
biofuel, using biodigesters to harvest biogas from the waste stream, including
animal waste, upgrading to smart grid technology, and building advanced
batteries. It also means not developing fossil fuels here. That is the old era which
has put us into a bind, not only with supply and prices but also with global
climate change, which is already affecting us with extreme weather.

Aug 24, 2011 2:22 PM

232 Too many financial and bureaucratic restrictions to promoting business.  My
family owns and operates a small construction company.  An example of
inconsistency is the fact that Amish "contractors" are exempt from paying many
taxes so they can "low ball" bids which is unfair to other contractors who have to
factor taxes and insurances into the cost of doing business!!!

Aug 24, 2011 1:10 PM

233 This choice might better be high cost of doing business- focusing on taxes
provides a predetermined response. If you want more granularity to the answer
of high cost of doing business then have those who select strongly agree and
agree to be given another question asking them to select from choices that
would define for them what high cost means

Aug 24, 2011 12:28 PM

234 We are the fastest aging county in NYS, but for perhaps Hamilton County.  Our
youth are leaving in droves our school census' are down dramaticially, the City is
buying land at an alarming rate taking highly developable land out of play.  In
addition their regulatoins are scaring people away from settling here even if
funding is available, because the opportunity costs of compliance are way too
high and are not offset enough by any of the funding.  Doesn't matter.  Governor
Cuomo will see to it that the high population centers will get the money.

Aug 24, 2011 12:00 PM

235 NYS is renowned for that! Aug 24, 2011 11:58 AM

236 High taxes - yes.  But lowering taxes without a parallel and simultaneous
commitment to improving regional wages, assuring the health and well being of
community members, commitment to strong, quality education (including
education beyond high school) and commitment to strong local government and
services will probably be a recipe for economic development failure.

Aug 24, 2011 11:15 AM

237 Workers comp and life insurance rates are some of the highest in the nation! We
are losing opportunities every day because of the High Taxes/High Cost of Doing
Business.

Aug 24, 2011 10:35 AM

238 I did not choose an answer above.  These issues will be adjusted based on the
decisions that come from the comprehensive plan for the region.  Some costs

Aug 24, 2011 10:34 AM
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represent the true cost of living and people need to understand this.  Each region
or hub will differ on it’s costs based on it’s decisions for growth and opportunity.
A rural, agricultural area, for example, will exist just for this reason.  It will attract
people that support this goal.  It would not be the place to expect the same
services like high speed internet. The tax base would be in place to support food
production, vacation homes, tourism, hunting, fishing, education, etc. [ Bass Pro
would set up a store here and maybe not in NYC. ]  These issues would be
reviewed and compared to other regions based on the unique area and it’s
demographics.  Again, the comprehensive plan should review all of these issues.
Addressing the economic development in the Southern Tier without a complete
understanding of the region, it’s current needs and planned growth and
development by the residents and their representatives is folly.

239 property tax burden is #1 Aug 24, 2011 10:32 AM

240 Your question is wrong.  You ask "to what degree" and have a check off of
strongly agree... or you need to make a statement to which one can agree....

Aug 24, 2011 10:26 AM

241 We have had to close a 2nd generation family business after 50 years.  Each
year we would struggle to cut our costs - and our controllable expenses were as
lean as possible.  However, the continued increases in payroll, taxes, insurance,
and utility costs were beyond our control.  We now have to try to sell a building in
an unfavorable climate and business environment - so it is difficult to find a buyer
or renter.  It is a vicious cycle, and one that needs to change.

Aug 24, 2011 10:23 AM

242 These have to be dealt with but in this economic climate it is obviously going to
be difficult. The property tax cap is a start because it will force us to deal with
some of these issues because of politics. We at least should be setting
reasonable goals (ranges), prioritizing and begin tackling the issues in a
bipartisan way.

Aug 24, 2011 10:06 AM

243 These costs are an impediment to long term investments in and commitments to
NYS communities. One problem area is the economic and regulatory burdens for
small businesses and entrepreneurs. This includes tax disincentives and costly
health care for individuals and small businesses. If we are going to encourage
community and regional innovation, these disincentives need to be reduced so
creative hard working individuals can get to work developing new solutions. We
need a better social safety net that supports experimentation, and trial and error
to find what works.

Aug 24, 2011 9:54 AM

244 We need to immediately reverse the current perverse tax policies that shift more
of the burden to the elderly and poor and assure that the rich and corporations
pay their fair share.  The burden of high property taxes in NY needs to be shifted
to a fairer income or other tax structure.

Aug 24, 2011 9:45 AM

245 taxes are a necessary fact of democracy. Business needs to contribute to the
greater good.

Aug 24, 2011 12:30 AM

246 Taxes are high.  However, I don't know how we support services and benefits we
receive and desire without them.  State and local budgets are suffering because
the Federal Government is cutting back on funds to the states.  Governor Cuomo
should not have decreased the surtax on the richest citizens of New York, as he
did recently, at least not until we are out of the current economic crisis.  Taxes
sufficient to support high quality public schools are essential for our area to
thrive.  Capping the real estate taxes was a very bad idea.

Aug 23, 2011 9:12 PM
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247 I think this is a cop out...as anytime services (which are paid for through taxation)
are proposed to be cut there is enormous opposition.

Aug 23, 2011 9:00 PM

248 There are pros and cons - Reducing archaic and unnecessary regulation and
fees would be helpful.  I am not anti tax, fees or regulation, but we need not be
the highest taxed state in the nation.

Aug 23, 2011 7:15 PM

249 some taxes are needed.  do i care whether corporate taxes are high?  different
than caring whether schools get enough tax monies to function.  short sighted to
believe we can function w/o taxes, or that *i* pay too much.  regions have little
control over this--state and feds set taxes.

Aug 23, 2011 6:03 PM

250 Don't go cutting taxes until our fiscal house is in order and the govt. doesn't have
to borrow. I understand some taxes are too high and burdensome but we need a
balanced budget and reduced debt.

Aug 23, 2011 5:43 PM

251 It's not that our taxes are too high, rather it is that we tax the wrong people.  We
need to tax the super rich far more, and the bottom 80% far less.  Corporations
need to pay their fair share and loopholes need to be eliminated. There needs to
be a severance tax put in place before gas extraction begins.

Aug 23, 2011 5:04 PM

252 NY used to have a food processing industry. I talk to farmers through my
research at Cornell and they say that they have to ship their cucumbers to NJ to
get them made into pickles. So all of the value added funds that could stay in NY
dribble away because the climate for business here is horrible due to high taxes.
I would like to live in a world where our amazing agriculture sector could partner
with an amazing NY food processing distribution sector to make us leaders in
this area again (with a sustainable agriculture twist preferably!).

Aug 23, 2011 5:00 PM

253 School taxes are especially high, but I doubt this plan can do much to affect
them.

Aug 23, 2011 4:59 PM

254 The taxes in the area are competitive, and many business owners have moved
their business from New York City, in part due to the relatively lower cost of
doing business.

Aug 23, 2011 3:50 PM

255 Kind of split on this one. Aug 23, 2011 2:43 PM

256 Will not be able to stay here very soon - next year - with the increased property
taxes, and no ability to lease our very own mineral rights in the best deal
possible.

Aug 23, 2011 2:08 PM

257 The taxes in this state are crazy!  We are not a very friendly "come set up a new
buisness" state. Between the every incresing level of state and local taxes it is
becoming more and more difficulty to start a business and if one is started grow
a business.

Aug 23, 2011 2:06 PM

258 NYS is currentling bills employers for additional unemployment cost Aug 23, 2011 1:31 PM

259 See above Aug 23, 2011 1:23 PM

260 Answer should be obvious for all. Aug 23, 2011 1:07 PM

261 However, we need to factor in the importance of civil services as well. Aug 23, 2011 12:45 PM
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262 ditto above Aug 23, 2011 12:18 PM

263 New York is a massive state with a large population, and a multitude of attractive
features which make it a place where businesses can thrive.  I think we should
spend less time trying to attract businesses that can't accept our state as it is,
and more time growing the businesses that we already have, and developing our
massive agricultural potential to make New York into an agricultural powerhouse
again.

Aug 23, 2011 12:03 PM

264 Let's take new approaches to encouraging small energy generation such as the
NYSERTA grants which enabled our household to install 28,000 watts of electric
power over the last four years.  It's been a significant investment for us, but now
our home and business are 'carbon-free' - at last regarding our  electrical
generation.We are still tied into the grid, so our excess energy contributes to
reducing the amount of energy produced by fossil fuel and nuclear plants. A
more fair school tax would be great - allowing all students a comparable
education, not penalizing students from impoverished school districts.  This
needs to be a State project though. A fairer tax system that captures some of the
excessive payments made to the most highly paid  and redistributes the money
through social programs would help maintain (and restore) more equitable
lifestyle for all New Yorkers.

Aug 23, 2011 11:59 AM

265 I believe in taxes but I think they should be fair. Small businesses and
entrepreneurs in particular are getting hit with higher taxes than those larger
corporations or those that make money off money. Strangulating government
and schools is not the answer.

Aug 23, 2011 11:38 AM

266 We need taxes. The problem is who is bieng taxed. Also, never list corperations
with people - taxing a business is much different than taxing an individual.

Aug 23, 2011 11:31 AM

267 The taxes are already out of control here. The looming catastrophe of fracking is
driving more and more people away and discouraging any new people from
coming into the area- who is going to pick up the slack for all these 'evacuees'
and loss of potential new sources?

Aug 23, 2011 11:31 AM

268 Poorly worded question. Not all items are a problem. Aug 23, 2011 11:30 AM

269 instead of tax credits, PILOT's even the IDA's holding mortagages for private
companies/individuals, everyone should pay their fair share, everyone

Aug 23, 2011 11:27 AM

270 If there was something above Strongly Agree I would have chosen it.  We need
to trim the fat both in Albany and at the local level to make doing business in
New York not just feasible, but attractive.

Aug 23, 2011 11:26 AM

271 Mandate relief is essential to improve 2 & 3. Aug 23, 2011 11:13 AM

272 See comments above. Also, Public Sector Unions/Taylor Laws need to be
addressed. NYS pays some of the highest school taxes in the Country with some
of the worst results. In the private sector, this is a going out of business strategy.
These are Statewide issues that must be dealt with. Until they are, Regional
Development Councils will have minimal impact.

Aug 23, 2011 11:11 AM

273 Taxes are needed to support our schools and community. Without them we have
no future.

Aug 23, 2011 11:02 AM
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274 Increase corporate taxes and taxes on individuals earning more than $500,000 a
year and use that money to build and repair much needed infrastructure and to
fund renewable energy projects

Aug 23, 2011 11:01 AM

275 We will never level the playing field with other states unless this changes. Aug 23, 2011 10:40 AM

276 Item is too broad. Education is more important than maintaining antiquated and
un-needed governmental structures.

Aug 23, 2011 10:38 AM

277 If the respondent does not view all taxes as essentially the same (in a "tea-
party"-like or Grover Nordquist-like way) then this question can be answered.

Aug 23, 2011 10:33 AM

278 Vermont is famous for having a high cost of doing business, yet it is also famous
for having a low unemployment rate (5.5% in July vs the national rate of 9.1%),
good health coverage for all citizens (moving toward single-payer), and better
environmental protection than most states. We can have this in New York if
everyone commits to making it happen.

Aug 23, 2011 10:24 AM

279 However,corporate taxes are not high enough. It seems that corporations always
find a way of getting an excemption and the burden remains on the local
government.

Aug 23, 2011 10:20 AM

280 State mandates have a very negative impact on our local/corporate businesses
here in NY. They must be reviewed thoroughly and adjusted or eliminated to
attract new business and maintain present businesses. School taxes need to be
controlled and a new system needs to be developed to support our education
system. At the present time, the burden is on property owners and that needs to
change. What ever happened to the Lottery system that was to support our
education system?

Aug 23, 2011 10:14 AM

281 NY is on of the most expensive states in which to do business. Aug 23, 2011 9:53 AM

282 I believe taxes should be set progressively, the higher the income the higher the
tax. If you are struggling small business or low paid worker, then your taxes
should be lower than, say, for instance, Lockheed Martin. Those who have the
ability to pay should not be given generous IDA breaks in lieu of taxes

Aug 23, 2011 9:30 AM

283 we need a focus on green and sustainable tax and incentive structure Aug 23, 2011 9:24 AM

284 Nail on the head here. The other side if this si working poor who hemmorage
cash as soon as they make it to pay for property, school, payroll taxes, utility
costs and fuel. Not to mention snow tires, winter clothing, $3.50/gal for milk. The
working poor and their unemployed neighbors are in a depression while you
argue whether or not the economy has slipped into a double dip recession.

Aug 23, 2011 8:36 AM

285 Taxes would not bother me if I felt the money was being used efficiently. There is
far too much waste of money in government.

Aug 23, 2011 8:35 AM

286 Each item should be addressed by itself as the effects are different to many
degrees.

Aug 23, 2011 8:14 AM

287 Though we can always find more efficient ways to use public tax dollars, you
can't have it both ways, where taxes are so low as to benefit business, which
public funded programs that are depended on, are slashed to the point of
ineffectiveness.

Aug 23, 2011 6:22 AM
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288 Raise taxes on corporations and the rich. Aug 23, 2011 12:54 AM

289 NY's finances are awful; it needs money ... the state should eliminate property
tax break for the elderly and double the state tax on gasoline (to reduce vehicle
use).

Aug 22, 2011 11:20 PM

290 Reduction of school taxes and property taxes should be the number one priority!
Consolidate the administrations, school, fire, police and have the participants
pay more of their health insurance and retirement benefits!

Aug 22, 2011 10:56 PM

291 Unfunded mandates from both the state and federal govenments are causing
tremendous expense burdens on local govenments and must be addressed,
especially in light of the tax cap.

Aug 22, 2011 10:14 PM

292 This is not an obstacle but rather needs to be put to better use.  I don't mind
paying higher taxes if there are tangible benefits for my family.

Aug 22, 2011 9:50 PM

293 Entry costs to starting and running a small business need to be lessened.
Including health insurance.

Aug 22, 2011 9:46 PM

294 See above Aug 22, 2011 9:44 PM

295 Maybe we don't have as many billionaires in the Southern Tier as elsewhere, but
stop coddling them, and TAX THE RICH (AND SUPER-RICH)!

Aug 22, 2011 9:32 PM

296 REDUCE THESE HIGH TAXES LEVELED ON ALL SEGMENTS. HOW ABOUT
A NYSTATE CONSUMPTION TAX??

Aug 22, 2011 9:28 PM

297 We have lots of services and should be taxed appropriately. The federal gov't
over the last few decades seems to have shifted the burden of education to the
states successfully and the state has little alternative but to raise taxes to cover
the shortfalls thus incurred. It is hard at times for us as a family to meet the
demands set.  Easily remedied by reversing this trend. WHERE TO GET THAT
MONEY? Stop the stupid warmongering around the world and use that money to
refund education. Tax the rich a little bit better. they can still be rich... but not so
rich that others have to suffer acutely for their excesses. And do the same with
the big corporations. They aren't individuals. Some are making billions and
keeping it .....thank you very much. The energy companies are guilty of this.
Ruining the earth and profiting obscenely.

Aug 22, 2011 9:08 PM

298 double edged sword Aug 22, 2011 8:55 PM

299 I'm not sure why these terms are lumped in the same question.  It's impossible
not to have conflicting opinions.

Aug 22, 2011 8:35 PM

300 1.  State needs to assume high costs of mandates and put them on the income
tax.

Aug 22, 2011 8:20 PM

301 ARE corporations highly taxed?   Again, some communities are more highly-
taxed than others.

Aug 22, 2011 8:09 PM

302 I've worked for many businesses. Taxes are not the problem. Businesses not
paying their fair share of taxes IS the problem.

Aug 22, 2011 7:54 PM

303 small businesses would be better served if the tax burden on them were not so Aug 22, 2011 7:36 PM
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high...   taxes should be dependent on how much someone earns.  if someone
earns a lot of money, then let them pay more taxes.

304 The people of New York State need to realize that they are in direct competition
with not only other states but also foreign interests also.

Aug 22, 2011 7:17 PM

305 HIGH UTILITY BILLS AND RELIEF PROGRAMS THAT NEGLECT MAJOR
SEGMENTS OF THE TAX-PAYING POPULATION.

Aug 22, 2011 6:55 PM

306 No question ... but we can't just cut our way to prosperity, and we can't keep
shifting costs and calling that reform.

Aug 22, 2011 6:23 PM

307 An issue but not the most important Aug 22, 2011 6:20 PM

308 The high cost of doing business in NY will not be affected by your five year
strategic plan,  You better serve your constituents by emphasizing reasonable
cost housing, quality educational facilities, plentiful healthcare, dependable utility
service.

Aug 22, 2011 5:40 PM

309 This reality cannot be denied.  NY taxes relative to other parts o the ocuntry
clearly discourage investment.  Government stremalining that eliminates multiple
layers of taxation is needed.

Aug 22, 2011 5:27 PM

310 Excessively high property/school taxes adversely affect economy as they reduce
citizen buying power and are incentives to move to lower-taxed area

Aug 22, 2011 5:18 PM

311 We need to reinstate a more progressive income tax and stop giving big
businesses tax breaks.  No more PILOT deals for retail development, period!!!
There is already a shocking amount of empty retail space.  We need to tax
sugary, un-nutritious food, carbonated beverages of all kinds, etc. and there
should be a cap on property taxes applied to anyone with an income below
50,000/year.  Start taxing big corporations and high income individuals more and
give people who can't afford it a break.

Aug 22, 2011 4:57 PM

312 A study needs to look at all of the costs of taxes and include the fees associated
with it to get a good comparison.  Property taxes might be high but a fee to
register your car if very low in comparison to some states.  What's the net result?

Aug 22, 2011 4:21 PM

313 Who in their right mind would want to do business in New York State??? Aug 22, 2011 4:19 PM

314 There has been no studies that have looked at all the costs of doing business
(labor, taxes, capital, land acq etc).  Are taxes really that high in NYS?  They
might be but are fees higher elsewhere?  What's the end net result?

Aug 22, 2011 4:15 PM

315 Don't punish business success with higher taxes.  School taxes (and property
taxes) increase each year.  School districts as well as local, county, and state
governments must be accountable for tax dollars spent.  Do away with elected
officials' perks funded by the tax payers.

Aug 22, 2011 4:15 PM

316 As much as I believe in paying taxes and encourage the government to levy
them - especially for corporations, NYS remains a very unfavorable environment
for business development. Too many regulations. Too many fees. Cost
prohibitive.

Aug 22, 2011 4:00 PM

317 The problem with taxes is at both the State and local levels tax cuts are made Aug 22, 2011 3:53 PM
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with out any true understanding of how they will effect the region and seldom is
there a rationale or long term plan to address the reduction in funds.  the climate
seems to be one in which we claim that taxes are too high therefore we cut the
revenue without examining the expenses and making educated cuts.  Putting
together committees to reduce the number of mandates after we reduce funding
is the equivalent to closing the proverbial barn door after the animals all escape.
We can not continue to shout the "cut taxes" mantra without a plan on how to
streamline services and cut expenses prior to making the cuts.

318 We need to protect the poor from over-taxation, but the rich have never had it so
good, and they could easily afford to pay more. The government has to have
revenues to meet its financial obligations; increased government debt is not an
acceptable solution.

Aug 22, 2011 3:38 PM

319 No Fracking Aug 22, 2011 3:32 PM

320 Too many businesses are claiming industrial plans as temporary buildings and
not being assessed on them. The natural gas industry has done this twice now in
Owego.

Aug 22, 2011 3:23 PM

321 Get our federal dollars back for us.  The problem is on Wall St. Aug 22, 2011 3:13 PM

322 We need to protect the poor from over-taxation, but the rich have never had it so
good, and the government needs to be able to meet its financial obligations
through increased revenues, not increased debt.

Aug 22, 2011 3:07 PM

323 Efficiency is the necessary action here.  Without taxes there can be no
infrastructure and public programs.

Aug 22, 2011 2:55 PM

324 I'd like to see a more progressive tax; let the rich--who are responsible for the
current mess--pay a share.

Aug 22, 2011 2:49 PM

325 Property taxes are outrageously high here.  I can't wait to get out of this state, I
am sick of participating in this States government by sending them my money
every payday.  And that is how I feel to live here.

Aug 22, 2011 2:49 PM

326 Reduction in taxes in all sectors would improve the private sectors production
level, which in time would increase the tax base

Aug 22, 2011 2:20 PM

327 Property taxes should reformed to make housing more affordable in urban
centers for those at the bottom of the economic ladder, not to ease the burden of
those with luxury housing.

Aug 22, 2011 2:17 PM

328 From a homeowner's opinion - school and property taxes are extremely high;
have encouraged my own children to move out of state once out of college.  In
addition, the cost of a NYS college education far exceeds a higher education
from out-of-state now.

Aug 22, 2011 2:15 PM

329 We should create our own electric generation instead of relying on NYSEG -
School taxes are way out of line for the products that they are currently
producing

Aug 22, 2011 2:03 PM

330 High taxes are killing economic development in NYS.  When given a choice, why
would any company want to operate or expand in this state?

Aug 22, 2011 1:56 PM
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331 reduce utility costs; control state, county, city, village pensions; Aug 22, 2011 1:23 PM

332 Employment, workers compensation and corporate taxes are extremely high. Aug 22, 2011 1:12 PM

333 I believe high and/or the perception of high taxes impacts economic
development.

Aug 22, 2011 1:08 PM

334 Again, this is a somewhat misleading combination of items.  High taxes are a
real problem for everyone (even if those on the lower rungs of the economic
ladder do not always see the ways in which they are adversely affected.  I would
rather see most public necessities paid fro by income taxes.  This is the only tax
that ever comes close to "fair".  School funding should not involve property
taxes.  This system is unfair to rich, poor, and in between. And it pits
communities against their own children.  This is wrong.  Health Care is another
expense that makes everyone have a harder time doing business or taking a job.
Universal Single Payer Health Care would take the onus off of employers,
ensure a healthier workforce, and allow US companies to better compete in an
industrialized world where most people have some form of this health care.  High
energy/utility costs don't even begin to describe this problem.  We need more
public support for sustainable, renewable, decentralized energy sources.  We
need better public transportation, especially rail.  We need to stop subsidizing
energy companies that do not maintain their infrastructures properly, work harder
on immediate profits than on long term improvements, and do not respect
environmental concerns.  And they do not want to pay a living wage or protect
worker safety when they can get away with not doing it.  And, again, "problems"
with unions and employee benefits would be greatly alleviated if we had
Universal Health Care, a reasonable program for widespread affordable housing,
and adequate public transportation.  Yes, this would mean "Government to the
Rescue" and higher taxes.  But in return we would have  much more viable
communities, especially if the School funding was removed from Property
Taxation.

Aug 22, 2011 12:33 PM

335 less taxes =more economic growth Aug 22, 2011 12:18 PM

336 we should all pay same percentage  utilities have gone out of sight Aug 22, 2011 12:10 PM

337 As the owner of a small business with 5 employees, it is very expensive to do
business in NY.  This includes the cost of Workers Compensation to property
taxes to income taxes and employment regulations.

Aug 22, 2011 11:46 AM

338 Again, another poorly worded question, biased against people working in New
York State and biased in favor of businesses who want to cut corners to the
detriment of the health and welfare of such residents.  Somehow, legislators
think it's right to hand over millions of taxpayer monies to private corporations
but it's OK to lay off teachers. Were the creators of this "questionnaire" following
the orders of people like Libous and Finch?

Aug 22, 2011 11:45 AM

339 Taxes need to be progressive for individuals/couples and corporate earnings.
Remove all school taxes from property taxes. Instead, school taxes need to
come from income taxes.

Aug 22, 2011 11:37 AM

340 property taxes is the issue Aug 22, 2011 11:34 AM

341 Folks who are retired should not be paying school taxes. Their kids are grown
and they are not working so the folks with kids in school should pay for them.

Aug 22, 2011 11:34 AM
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Then if parents had to pay more for having kids they would make sure they did
well in school and have less kids. NYS has a general fund that should be
abolished. If I buy a hunting lic. the money should stay in the resource and not
go to paving roads that other taxes have been collected for anyway. Companies
do not hire people if they pay less in taxes, they hire people because they make
something that people want to buy. Plus they just add the cost of taxes to the
product. Stop loop holes for big business and lower taxes  and fees(tax) for small
business. Case in point the oil industry has made big profits while the high cost
of fuel has a bad effect on the economy yet they get big breaks all around.

342 These are costs that are necessary for any decent society that cares about
people.

Aug 22, 2011 11:23 AM

343 The real problem is the tax structure at the state level, which passes unfunded
mandates onto the county and municipal level. These entities pass those taxes
onto property owners. We need a progressive income tax that requires the
wealthy to pay their fair share. Since the first Cuomo administration, the wealthy
have gotten left off the hook.

Aug 22, 2011 11:14 AM

344 I agree to an extent because I feel like NY state has excessive taxes that do
drive buisness out of the state, however I do believe in social programs and
helping the "less fortunate" I think with proper balance, and streamlining certain
bureaucracies things could eventually improve.

Aug 22, 2011 11:10 AM

345 Whining about taxes is an old saw.  In the end, taxes have very little to do with
business location decisions.

Aug 22, 2011 11:06 AM

346 Our tax money needs to be used in productive ways. Aug 22, 2011 10:57 AM

347 We should solve clean and sustainable energy needs on a regional basis
through solar and wind power, simultaneously with developing mass
transportation options to connect us both to each other and to the several large
metropolitan areas that are within four hours of us.

Aug 22, 2011 10:52 AM

348 We have had several friends and famly members move out of the state due to
higher taxes. They may still work in the Southern Tier but they live in PA.

Aug 22, 2011 10:49 AM

349 The government has been focused on how it can give lots of tax breaks to rich
people and pays for it by cutting back on programs for the poor and middle class.
The only "shared sacrifice" the rich have had is to figure out where to invest their
extra money.

Aug 22, 2011 10:41 AM

350 Part of the problem is people's reluctance to pay taxes because they don't feel
that they get anything in return.  Part of this is willful ignorance but I think there is
some truth to it.

Aug 22, 2011 10:33 AM

351 Really became apparent when all these people moved here for the helicopter
project for Lockheed and we heard about what amounts of school and property
taxes they paid where they came from for comparable housing and services

Aug 22, 2011 10:32 AM

352 The level of taxation is driving business and population out of NY in record
numbers. NY is VERY unfreindly to business development and growth with the
unmanagable regulations and taxes.

Aug 22, 2011 10:31 AM

353 As I understand it corporations pay little or no taxes. The rest of us pick up the Aug 22, 2011 10:31 AM
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slack and it is TOO much. The taxes I pay on electricity are equil to what I pay in
usage regardless of the monthly usage. Property taxes and school taxes are too
high but our  educational system is suffering just the same. State and federal
government has to help out without making educators the villan.

354 There has to be a better way to fund our schools.  There are, however, some
very ridiculous fees which destroy the way business dealing is accomplished.

Aug 22, 2011 10:24 AM

355 we are being strangled Aug 22, 2011 10:20 AM

356 Many constituents move away from the area due to multiple taxes. Aug 22, 2011 10:04 AM

357 I agree but not in the way you  think.  to begin with the Real property tax is a very
bad tax.  We need to go to a multi-tier income tax to replace both the sales tax
and the real  property tax.  this system needs to have at least 10 levels
beginning with just 5% and going up to 40%.  the way NY taxes it people now is
just dumb so get it changed and then you will have a state that can grow in
productivity but not in population.

Aug 22, 2011 10:04 AM

358 High taxes for the small businesses, which support the majority of employment
throughout the state, makes business go outside of the state to do business.  We
have to encourage small business by lower taxes and low interest loans.

Aug 22, 2011 9:57 AM

359 Ditto. Aug 22, 2011 9:49 AM

360 I don't think high or low taxes are the problem.  The tax structure is unfair.  There
are too many loopholes for businesses and the wealthy.  Government workers
and schools are not the problem!  CEOs and the wealthy are. They don't pay
their fair share.

Aug 22, 2011 9:45 AM

361 This ties the hands of our economic developers Aug 22, 2011 9:42 AM

362 Couldn't agree more. Aug 22, 2011 9:39 AM

363 The high taxes are a problem, but this is caused by the requirement for
municipalities to handle medicare costs.  This means all other services are being
cut.

Aug 22, 2011 9:37 AM

364 I believe that taxes can stay where they are, but government can always be
made more efficient in the delivery of services (school consolidations, inter-
municipal cost sharing, streamlined regulatory processes).

Aug 22, 2011 9:37 AM

365 All of them  Again, unfunded mandates, especially in the school arena workers
comp taxes and the abuse thereof!

Aug 22, 2011 9:34 AM

366 My husband is a small business owner in The City of Binghamton as well as we
own a house in the City.  We hope to keep the business operating - small
business's need a "break"

Aug 22, 2011 9:30 AM

367 Do not mind a hike in taxes for better local services (road maintenance and
such). However, need everyone (businesses and property owners) to pay their
fair share, with penalties for back taxes not paid.

Aug 22, 2011 9:22 AM

368 My parents live in northern Pennsylvania and own two homes, a business and
110 acres and I have far less and their taxes are a 1/3 of mine. Taxes must be

Aug 22, 2011 9:19 AM
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reduced versus just capped.

369 we can't attract people or business to a high tax area. Aug 22, 2011 8:57 AM

370 HIGH ENERGY/UTILITY COSTS AND FEES: Promoting alternative sources of
fuel by having Government and local institutions utilizing and promoting the
methods of wind and solar will give an opportunity to the general public to
understand the potential of "leaving the grid".  STOP sending the "natural gas"
overseas and employing out of state transient residents who do not pay taxes or
buy a home or are able to vote in NYS to extract "Marcellus/Utica Shale" for
large multi conglomerate corporations while the workers and residents become
physically sick from the process. storage, transportation and disposal of the
waste product of natural gas extraction.  NY residents have always paid high
taxes now is the time to show us what the monies collected are doing in the
HEALTHY development of the children in NY to stay in this great state and
create an environment of living for their grandchildrens children to thrive socially
and economically.         p,i,8-22/11

Aug 22, 2011 8:48 AM

371 Moved out of state due to high taxes Aug 22, 2011 8:42 AM

372 Our goal is not to be Alabama and be ranked 48th in taxes and 48th in
education.  Our goal should be 25th in taxes and 10 in education.

Aug 22, 2011 8:29 AM

373 Too much burden, way too many regs, and to whose benefit?  Not the taxpayer,
not the small business owner.

Aug 22, 2011 8:29 AM

374 Upstate NY should have separation from "the city" for purposes of tax &
insurances.

Aug 22, 2011 6:58 AM

375 This is also gas industry. Don't want to tax the gas industry so that the 80
percent of the population that DOES NOT benefit from the gas will have to pay
for the damages.....This is rigged.

Aug 22, 2011 6:43 AM

376 high energy/utility costs? This is a tax? Aug 22, 2011 1:12 AM

377 Everything listed is necessary to protect citizens. Aug 21, 2011 11:51 PM

378 NY is well known for this Aug 21, 2011 11:02 PM

379 Corporate profits should not come first. There is a documented growth in
corporate profits throughout this recession which has not resulted in firms hiring
back more workers. That is obvious exploitation.

Aug 21, 2011 10:55 PM

380 Small businesses have a difficult time because they do not have the capacity to
absorb these costs as easily as large businesses.  By small businesses I do not
mean the "under 500 employees" definition that is typically used I mean the 10-
25 employee operations that abound in the Southern Tier. These small
businesses do not enjoy the economy of scale that larger businesses do and
therefore incur much higher costs.  Several examples include processing of
credit card payments, 401K fees for employees, health insurance costs and
many other.

Aug 21, 2011 10:51 PM

381 We are quite overtaxed and overcharged on utilities here. Aug 21, 2011 10:02 PM

382 The answer move to PA where we keep them low. Aug 21, 2011 9:57 PM
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383 Same comment as #2. Aug 21, 2011 9:50 PM

384 Taxes pay for quality schools which lead to a well educated working force and do
not adversely affect this area.

Aug 21, 2011 9:39 PM

385 Taxes are the cost of civilization Aug 21, 2011 9:32 PM

386 High taxes mean good government services. The economy is going to be
managed by either the people's representatives, or by those whose only interest
is profit. I have more faith in government.

Aug 21, 2011 9:25 PM

387 School taxes are high. There are some ways to address this from a policy
perspective, but in the end I do not mind it so much. Long term, it is an
investment in NY that needs to be made. I think there are some efficiencies that
could be implemented to get more bang for our buck in our schools. Otherwise,
there are good reasons for living in NY and paying what many perceive to be
high taxes.

Aug 21, 2011 9:04 PM

388 Look at the numbers compared to the rest of the states in this great (at the
moment) nation.

Aug 21, 2011 8:58 PM

389 You get what you pay for -- if you don't want to pay taxes, then forget services.
Corporations do not pay their fair share now, nor do those people that have the
bulk of the wealth.

Aug 21, 2011 7:52 PM

390 For which businesses? Aug 21, 2011 7:45 PM

391 Property and school taxes are too high. School taxes should be paid with state
and federal income tax. But personal and corporate taxes are too low. Utility
costs are too high. Who in the h*ll wrote these questions or statements? How in
the h*ll could you agree or disagree? I do have opinions but there is no easy
way to register them with this questionaire.

Aug 21, 2011 6:53 PM

392 The tax rates in this area may be high, but homes are very affordable here and
what matters is the total bill, not just one piece of it. I lived in New Jersey for
several years before moving here (I have lived in Broome County for 27 years),
and I am still amazed by all of the whining over high taxes when housing is so
very affordable here compared to the rest of the nation. And in my opinion,
energy costs should be high, to encourage conservation. The area should also
be moving very strongly in the direction of energy conservation and renewable
energy sources (NOT fossil fuels, like natural gas). The communities that lead
the way on energy conservation and renewable energy use and that protect their
natural resources (especially their water supplies) are the communities that will
be in excellent financial shape in decades to come.

Aug 21, 2011 6:41 PM

393 Make government regulations fair then ENFORCE THEM!  Workers deserve fair
compensation--otherwise, who buys a business's products?

Aug 21, 2011 6:39 PM

394 Not sure how you can group these all together! Corporations are adept at
avoiding many taxes and should be forced to pay their fair share. Utility costs
need to be lowered by widespread weatherization and energy conservation. We
need to support and strengthen our schools, not reduce expenditures.

Aug 21, 2011 6:36 PM

395 Energy costs are a challenge, as are taxes. However I am in favor of raising
taxes on the top 10% of individual earners to pave the way for benefits for those

Aug 21, 2011 6:26 PM
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at the bottom.

396 Who doesn't want lower taxes or costs - what is more important is figuring out
what people want to give up in exchange for lower taxes? More lack of - lack of
highways, transportation systems, rail?  Again, this question answers itself. who
is for high taxes and high costs??

Aug 21, 2011 6:18 PM

397 Workers compensation is an anti-labor red herring. We need more funding for
school not less!! More state funding Cutting education, along with health
programs and facilities is about as short-sighted as government can get. NYS
needs a severance tax on extractive industries. NYS does not need more tax
cuts for the wealthy and for corporations. Corporations do not use tax cuts to
create jobs, only to continue to merge, take-over, play speculative games and
OUTSOURCE jobs!

Aug 21, 2011 6:12 PM

398 I think taxes are reasonable, if they are put to the use for which they are
designated. Businesses such as many of the former big employers in the region
didn't leave because of high taxes but because it was easier to exploit cheap
labor in other countries. You can't legislate ethical behavior of corporations,
although you certainly could deny corporate "personhood" in local law, were you
committed enough.

Aug 21, 2011 5:35 PM

399 Seems to me there is a tremendous imbalance between the state's economic
and tax deals with corporate businesses and those of local small owned
businesses. The government cuts the big guys an exorbitant better deal than the
little guys. Let it be recorded that the little guys add far more to the bottom line of
our state than so the big guys.

Aug 21, 2011 4:37 PM

400 Medicaid cost-sharing is a huge burden on local government.  State take-over of
Medicaid using broad-based income tax would lower property taxes and help
provide local services.  NY is only state to put this burden on localities.

Aug 21, 2011 3:58 PM

401 Single payer health care would go a long way to reducing cost of doing business
and property taxes.  Raising personal and corporate taxes would be beneficial.

Aug 21, 2011 3:41 PM

402 The gas industry considers safety violation fines  just another cost of doing
business.  Perhaps if they were more careful, the cost of doing business would
not be so high. Stop coddling the super rich.

Aug 21, 2011 3:08 PM

403 The problem is inefficiency, but unfortunately, politicians and the news media
have often found scapegoats (i.e. low-income people or government workers)
rather than solutions.

Aug 21, 2011 3:03 PM

404 The total tax burden is very low by historical standards. The burden must be
shifted back to the income tax (see 2. above).

Aug 21, 2011 2:32 PM

405 BIG YES, BUT: Yes, there is a high tax problem, so lower taxes. But do not offer
give-aways of any kind (financial incentives) to corporations. That isn't lowering
the cost of doing business. It is screwing the public!

Aug 21, 2011 2:25 PM

406 The services provided by schools and municipalities in my community are
exceptionally cost-effective, especially in comparison to private services.  For
example, we only have 1 small parochial school and a small private high school
in our county because public education is of high quality.  And our county
government's garbage/waste disposal services are top-of-the-line, recycling and

Aug 21, 2011 2:00 PM
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composting a huge amount of the waste stream at very low cost.

407 Smart taxes make sense: we need a trained workforce, for example.  I am really
sick of tax give-backs that don't lead to a lasting employment base!!!!

Aug 21, 2011 1:06 PM

408 I do not have a problem paying the taxes that I do.  I feel that I get my money
worth.  HOWEVER, I want everyone to pay their share.  Whether they are
wealthier or less-well off than me.

Aug 21, 2011 12:38 PM

409 Unemployment Insurance should be included.  There needs to be an evaluation
of the way claims are handled and follow up to see if people are really looking for
work or just making it look like they are.

Aug 21, 2011 10:11 AM

410 Considering the nbr of services & level of subsidies provided to NYS citizens, I
do not consider the level of taxes to be unreasonable.

Aug 21, 2011 8:37 AM

411 Our family owns two small businesses. Tax burdens are disproportionately unfair
to small business owners, as opposed to larger corporations.

Aug 20, 2011 3:48 PM

412 Property and school taxes cannot be prime sources to fund government
inefficiencies, school districts should consolidate

Aug 20, 2011 2:08 PM

413 yet the policy never changes....poor representation by government officials...who
would never find a job in the private sector....we have know the above for  many
years. we never move forward.  to move forward in NY is to leave.

Aug 20, 2011 1:05 PM

414 Taxes seem to drive people away from NYS and especially Broome County!
Broome County is a wonderful place to raise a family, but due to the taxes many
leave the area and businesse/industries do not want to settle here.  Also so
much money can be saved if the school districts could consolidate as well as the
towns.

Aug 20, 2011 12:06 PM

415 New York state is one of the worst states in regards to taxes in terms of
business.  In a global economy when many businesses are going overseas, we
need to at least be competitive with the other states at a minimum.  As the state
with the highest/worst tax situation for businesses, if a business has a choice of
where to locate, it would be a poor business decision to reside in NY.

Aug 20, 2011 11:59 AM

416 School taxes are especially burdensome.  But educating young people is
extraordinarilly important.  There must be some waste going on there.

Aug 20, 2011 10:55 AM

417 Stop spending so much. Put everyone to work. Don't be giving our mineral rights
to overseas corporations (Gas drilling companies) Regarding energy, Are we
nuts? Just stop wasting so much energy. Every day I see one person driving a 3
or 4 ton truck to work or to pick up groceries when they should be driving a 4
cyclinder vehcile. Something needs to be done about this but better minds than
mine will have to tackle it.

Aug 20, 2011 10:25 AM

418 With a caveat. Firstly, lumping so many issues, though related, into one question
is imprudent. Taxes are necessary. Equitable distribution of tax "burdens" is key.

Aug 20, 2011 9:48 AM

419 Again, this is too broad. What kind of economy do we want? The same
corporations that might come here because we sacrifice our schools, workers
compensation, or because we give them significant unfair tax breaks are the
very corporations that will take the jobs to China in the next five years. Better to

Aug 20, 2011 9:03 AM
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encourage small businesses, locally run.

420 In order to fund the initiatives, regulations and mandates that the Southern Tier
has in place or will have in place, we need money. I believe in the progressive
tax.

Aug 20, 2011 7:47 AM

421 Same answer as in #2 If we did not expend so much of our resources on war
making, we could create a huge pile of 'found' money.

Aug 20, 2011 6:25 AM

422 Yes...our vision is misaligned...The system is broken. We're whacking moles
instead of seeing the bigger picture.

Aug 19, 2011 11:58 PM

423 We need to bring the gas companies in for the revenue. They will take some of
the burden off tax payers, and help land owners pay their property taxes. Help
ones like us laid-off to pay our bills, and not lose our home.

Aug 19, 2011 10:36 PM

424 This relates strongly to item #2, government inefficiency and waste. Get rid of
the fraud and waste and government need as much to establish and fund
meaningful projects to support business growth.

Aug 19, 2011 9:58 PM

425 Tax dollars are not being invested as wisely as they could be, and given the
challenging fiscal environment this needs to be remedied as soon as possible.
State mandates are not the answer - municipalities need more flexibility to allow
them to creatively and judiciously meet local needs.  Revenue-ing by police and
other regulatory/enforcement officials working for all levels of government is
hurting the economic recovery, as are increases in fees, tolls, etc.

Aug 19, 2011 9:38 PM

426 However, reducing state aid, funded primarily by income tax, merely shifts the
burden to the property tax. This does nothing to reduce cost and is misguided.

Aug 19, 2011 9:35 PM

427 I am reluctant to put an addition on our factory because of the taxes. Aug 19, 2011 7:14 PM

428 Our taxes are among the highest in the nation but we are not seeing a high
quality of return for our investment.

Aug 19, 2011 5:52 PM

429 Taxes are always an issue, but taxes spent well can increase the quality  of life
and increase business throughout the region.

Aug 19, 2011 5:04 PM

430 Energy cost and the lack of some energy services ( natural gas ) High electric
cost.   When I compare our cost of doing business in NY with others around the
country most are shocked.

Aug 19, 2011 4:48 PM

431 Incentives are needed to foster smart development, but we can't give away the
store.  Tax Increment Financing, Land Banking etc.are some good recent
examples.  Also subsidies for farming is a must .  Agriculture is an industry, and
locally grown food is a must to protect our food supply moving forward.  We need
to make farming viable again on a regional scale.

Aug 19, 2011 4:43 PM

432 One of the highest tax rate Aug 19, 2011 4:09 PM

433 Whats to be said! Aug 19, 2011 3:15 PM

434 The taxes in NY are driving all the business out. The Utliity cost are driving
business out. Works comp is the highest cost we have in our business. Work on
these items, and NY may come back. Keep raising the cost, and we are in for a

Aug 19, 2011 3:03 PM
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very long ride down a road that no one will want to travel.

435 Corporate taxes and personal taxes for entities earning more than a million
dollars per year, are not too high.

Aug 19, 2011 3:02 PM

436 We're close enough to the PA line as to make this hard not to agree with but
here in our area I think this might be somewhat less true than in some other
areas of NYS.

Aug 19, 2011 2:45 PM

437 Self explanatory! Aug 19, 2011 2:25 PM

438 Obviously the tax problem will can be resolved through mandate reform. Aug 19, 2011 1:48 PM

439 See Question number two and you have the reason for question three. Aug 19, 2011 1:46 PM

440 Yes, NYS has high taxes, but if government worked with more targeted business
development goals, these resources can be an asset for our state.

Aug 19, 2011 1:30 PM
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1 I live in Tompkins county. We have a good Sep 15, 2011 10:59 PM

2 I'm very satisfied with the employees we have been able to find Sep 15, 2011 10:50 PM

3 Education is our one hope for remaining competitive in the world. Instead, we
are decimating it, and teaching our youth NOT to think, but to follow orders.

Sep 15, 2011 10:48 PM

4 We need to be doing things to provide good career opportunities for our children.
We send them out of town to colleges and universities and, often because good
opportunities at home are either overlooked or don't exist, they don't come back.

Sep 15, 2011 9:47 PM

5 We graduate kids from schools who have no basic knowledge required by many
manufacturing firms. In the early 1990's, Dresser Rand was trying to hire some
people to replacing their aging workforce. We hired several people, all high
school graduates, and D/R set up a training program with Boces to teach
fundamental math and reading comprehension skills. We have to start with the
basics in education and get back to a good education for our kids. We should be
first in world wide education and we rank in the middle.

Sep 15, 2011 5:06 PM

6 Ban High Volume Hydraulic Fracturing (HVHF) for natural gas from New York
State. We must protect our economy from the boom/bust disaster that HVHF
would create. We must protect our air and water from the industrial pollution
which HVHF would create. We must work toward becoming more energy
efficient. We must work to stabilize our quickly changing climate by actively
working toward the creation and use of renewable sources of energy and leave
the unconventional fossil fuels in the ground.

Sep 15, 2011 4:29 PM

7 I don't know enough about this arena to comment. Sep 15, 2011 2:20 PM
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8 Loss of manufacturing jobs has impacted secondary education curriculum and
may take years to correct. Region needs to identify core business talents and
industries and increase educational focus.

Sep 15, 2011 12:36 PM

9 the problem is like with green jobs we have training but no jobs to place into after
training.

Sep 15, 2011 10:09 AM

10 need to address career planning-beyond job search- so that citizens can see the
immediate job picture as well as think about and plan their own long term
goals...ongoing planning

Sep 15, 2011 8:53 AM

11 I am not sure what is currently available in the state or the region around any of
these issues so I cannot give an educated opinion

Sep 14, 2011 3:23 PM

12 We have a huge brain-trust in SUNY and experience in that aging workforce that
could be used....why is it not considered an asset and utilized?

Sep 14, 2011 12:01 PM

13 At this point, we should be touting a workforce that can adapt and be molded by
new industries.  We have strong institutions in the area, so it's a matter of
bringing businesses in to help identify and trian locals.

Sep 14, 2011 9:12 AM

14 Plenty of training available but no jobs that are true economic opportunities.
Training opportunity is not the problem.

Sep 13, 2011 8:01 PM

15 all the talent is leaving, or has left the state. Remaining workforce is
unmotivated.

Sep 13, 2011 5:00 PM

16 We have several great opportunities for post-secondary education throughout
the region.

Sep 13, 2011 4:07 PM

17 We've always heard that when our best and brightest leave for school, they ain't
coming back. Some things can't be helped, such as weather, but this area has
never struck me as being friendly to young people. Is there a place to hear lively,
raucous music? To dance? I'm older and I personally don't need these benefits,
but young people see no reason to live here unless they can't help it.

Sep 13, 2011 12:53 PM

18 What ever happened to on the job training? Why can't government support
business training employees vs paying unemployment? Makes more sense to
train than extend unemployment.

Sep 13, 2011 10:40 AM

19 Welfare, it's a handout.  In order for someone to receive welfare and or
unemployment, they should have to be enrolled into a skills training program.  An
example would be:  If I receive $500 / week unemployment, that's $12.50 / hour,
require me to work (even as an intern) with a local business or city/county/state
agency.  It's a job, not a handout.  By doing this, an individual can be trained and
be productive at the same time.  Obviously, there would have to be exceptions in
place.  Think this one through.

Sep 13, 2011 8:45 AM

20 A sizeable workforce is, in fact, here.  Specialized skills will come if the area
thrives like it used to.  Educational institutions are never equipped to handle the
"training" industry needs because those institutions are disconnected, and
probably always will be.  Perhaps it's industry that should get training grants.

Sep 13, 2011 8:36 AM

21 Haven't had opportunity to observe first-hand Sep 13, 2011 3:53 AM
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22 I lost my job for a 2nd time in 12 years due to corporate restructuring.  Working
temporary jobs was OK but made it tough to pay bills--moving is not an option for
me.  The 2nd time, I considered going into another field, but at age 50, I didn't
want to throw away all my skills and start again at the bottom.  I finished my
bachelor's degree at age 40 and wasn't really interested in obtaining another 4
year degree.  Education and training certificates that you can obtain in 6-9
months would be a good thing.    Funding for education is a great incentive to
people and corporations.  The workforce development agency was a great
source of help, but the economic area was just not supporting higher paying jobs
and it seemed like you had to take a job just for the sake of paying bills to
survive.  We need some more diversity in the work opportunities in the southern
tier area.

Sep 12, 2011 10:21 PM

23 I am amazed at the number of people who lack basic computer skills.  I have
struggled to improve efficiency in local govts by simple tasks like using scan to
email to decrease printing costs and was met ith resistnc by people who lack
basic file managment skills to understand this concept.

Sep 12, 2011 9:34 PM

24 theres no brain drain... theres a parasite though Sep 12, 2011 8:41 PM

25 Education, education, education. That is a critical factor in the health of any
region. As far as a "brain drain" is concerned, gas drilling is an excellent way to
create a huge brain drain in the Southern Tier. Drilling will slowly but surely
chase away anyone who has the skills and education to get a job elsewhere,
because really, truly, most people do not want to live near gas wells and
pipelines and most people certainly do not want to raise children near gas wells
and pipelines. Again, I have already seen this act in Scranton, PA, where I was
born and raised with strip mining, mine subsidence, and burning culm dumps. I
was one of a group of 5 close friends in high school, we all got excellent college
educations and have built worthwhile lives, and we all got out of Scranton as fast
as we could. Learn from the past, please!!!!

Sep 12, 2011 2:22 PM

26 Not a lot of industry here Sep 12, 2011 8:00 AM

27 The brain drain due to lack of jobs leaves us with an aging population ill-
equipped to follow new career paths.

Sep 11, 2011 9:53 PM

28 Too many people accept that Welfare and not working are a way of life. Sep 11, 2011 6:32 PM

29 I think workforce NY is doing a dgoofd job, and the community college is waking
up to the need for quick, business demand-driven training

Sep 10, 2011 6:01 PM

30 Tompkins Workforce stands out as a great model for doing this well. Sep 10, 2011 10:13 AM

31 While we have many great schools and educational opportunities here, we don't
have that many "high end" jobs in this area.  But it is also important to remember
that "good schools" and "cultural opportunities" are draws for parents when
deciding on an area in which to live.

Sep 9, 2011 10:05 AM

32 I agree, but when I looked into the Holding Point in Horseheads Ad, it indicated a
cheap labor force.  Why would any college grad. want to come back when this is
what is being put out there.

Sep 8, 2011 5:21 PM

33 This section seems to focus on adult worker training, but the foundation of a Sep 8, 2011 4:40 PM
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good quality of life is education in childhood. That's why a five-year plan is the
wrong structure for this survey. A much longer view is needed. Also, high skills
individuals will leave if there are no good schools for their kids.

34 Lots of old people in NY that need care and services. Not enough young people
can find well paying jobs even if they want to stay. When a graduate education
(not in primary education) only gets you 40K per year, it's a problem. Made that
20 years ago before I went back to school.

Sep 8, 2011 3:40 PM

35 I think Tompkins County is much better than others.  However other counties
may be lacking in this.

Sep 8, 2011 3:36 PM

36 Need to expand B.O.C.E.S. and other affordable programs for workers to
develop skills. One of the biggest mistakes with public education was taking at
the vocational programs.  Not all students are meant to be "intellectuals."  There
are those who work with their hands and are not good at book learning.

Sep 8, 2011 12:58 PM

37 No Fracking Sep 8, 2011 12:55 PM

38 we have to increase funding for education at all levels, as well as increase
opportunities for training in the trades and manufacturing -- welding, electical
work, machining, GREEN JOBS, etc. We can't expect to produce American
engineers and scientists or produce workers w/ high tech manufacturing skills if
we continue to slash funding for education

Sep 8, 2011 11:33 AM

39 A little planning in the economy would make it possible to match training to
needs.

Sep 8, 2011 10:55 AM

40 Would also add lack of diversity in high potential candidate pools.  Many
businesses now market their products worldwide, yet there is not a local effort
that I'm aware of to improve the flow and quality of diversity candidates that are
needed to support, for example, marketing to specific ethnic groups like Asian or
Hispanic communities.

Sep 8, 2011 10:04 AM

41 This also includes the lack of affordable housing for families and seniors working
in service industry, manufacturing, low-wage employment or unemployed.

Sep 8, 2011 9:31 AM

42 Jobs and a friendly business environment will take care of this issue.  No sense
training people for jobs that still dont exist locally.

Sep 8, 2011 7:30 AM

43 We need to find way to make college much more affordable again Sep 7, 2011 8:50 PM

44 declining education funds will impact workforce quality. Sep 7, 2011 6:47 PM

45 Put people first. Sep 7, 2011 1:30 PM

46 This is where a mammoth dedicated effort is needed.  We should be flooding our
communities with the means and opportunities to allow folks to re-invent
themselves so they are able to handle the kinds of opportunities that are and will
be available.  There is a hugely disappointing lack of dedication and funds for
this important strategic tool.

Sep 7, 2011 1:15 PM

47 The resources are there. Sep 7, 2011 9:28 AM
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48 We have good educational support here; however, many local student leave
because there are too many foreigners attending these local universities.
Foreign students do not stay in the area. There is nothing to keep young
graduates here.

Sep 6, 2011 7:25 PM

49 I think the skills mismatch is the biggest issues facing us right now.  This coupled
with the ongoing unemployment benefits which are deterrent to people finding
work.

Sep 6, 2011 5:11 PM

50 SMART workforce development.  This is one of those areas where we so readily
end up repainting the old barn and call it a skyscrapper.  We lack patience and
persistence to stay the course.  You don't develop a competitive new economy
workforce in a six week boot camp.  If we had fifty new tech businesses
tomorrow right here in this region would it make any difference in our local
unemployment ranks?  If most of our unemployed workforce has construction
and low level service how will we address future skill needs?  Do we have an
existing skill base that can address new opportunities?  We aren't in the position
of the Chinese to bring farmer laborers into new factories and teaching them
repetitive tasks as we did during our industrial haydays.

Sep 6, 2011 4:18 PM

51 trainign should nto only be meeting the needs of business but the needs of the
wider public. An educated popualtion capable of weighing the issues, evaluating
data, etc. is in all our interest.

Sep 6, 2011 2:51 PM

52 Libraries have to be in this mix--they already support these things, often offering
programs to job seekers on resume-writing to re-training strategies.

Sep 6, 2011 9:31 AM

53 This is a chicken and egg situation -- there are lots of educated people here,
young and old, but they don't STAY.  I suggest good basic education in public
school, and trying to retain educated people as the most cost effective approach
here.

Sep 5, 2011 9:22 PM

54 We have great skills training people webjust are not retaining them in the region Sep 5, 2011 8:26 PM

55 Again.. if nys wasnt the one of the highest taxed and regulated states in the
country, jobs and job training would be here.

Sep 5, 2011 12:55 PM

56 Declining educations funds will impact workforce quality, but the lack of career
opportunities is of greater concern.

Sep 5, 2011 3:24 AM

57 Given how nasty coal is to mine and burn, and how expensive extracting oil and
gas from unconventional sources is (especially if you include externalized costs),
we need to look to jobs that will build and build upon truly ecological and safe
energy sources AND that also reduce our need for energy via conservation and
efficiency. Strengthen community colleges and building trades, as well as high
tech and agricultural sectors (but NOT water-polluting, job minimizing CAFOs or
other forms of industrial ag).

Sep 5, 2011 12:23 AM

58 We could better use use existing educational infrastructure to retrain more
people= especailly older folks.

Sep 4, 2011 10:45 PM

59 There is no brain drain in Ithaca, and that's because people are able to listen to
each other, and thereby reach more sustainable small business solutions.
Outside industry has not been able to successfully bamboozle uneducated folks

Sep 4, 2011 7:29 PM
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into selling out to large corporate takers.

60 Stop spending MONEY!! Sep 4, 2011 4:32 PM

61 We have a lot of money going into SUNY, would be great to have programs
focused on business needs and opportunities

Sep 4, 2011 11:38 AM

62 Would like to see a coordinated effort to create green jobs in our area and
support local/regional businesses and farming

Sep 4, 2011 9:01 AM

63 Agriculture and related activity, tourism, recreation, education are the big money
makers in NY and particularly in the southern tier. If high-volume
hydrofracking/drilling is allowed in NY those are the industries that will suffer.
Work to sustain and promote those areas of our economy. Help large land-
owning farmers re-tool for production of  value added products (grass fed beef
raised on fallow land, you-pick fruit, locally made cheese, etc) so they will not
need to consider selling their souls to the gas industry.

Sep 4, 2011 2:27 AM

64 Marcellus Shale development will not attract the best and brightest, it's all about
brawn, not brains.  Our homegrown BU college graduates will still need to leave
here to find white collar employment.  Job creation through Marcellus Shale has
been grossly overstated.

Sep 3, 2011 9:49 PM

65 Workforce development is not the problem. The problem is that I can NOT find
people who WANT to work! Why should they with the cushy social benefit safety
nets. There are not incentives for $8 to $12 an hour poeple to work.

Sep 3, 2011 8:54 PM

66 What jobs??????????? We need gas development NOW!!!!!!!! That will show
workforce development like none other!!! How many have to leave before they
get it?

Sep 3, 2011 8:08 PM

67 Without using every citizen to the best advantage, the quality of society will
continue to decline.  The cost of providing skills, education and informed citizens
up front will stop the decline into 2 classes - rich and alienated.

Sep 3, 2011 7:35 PM

68 Again, how can I respond with a single opinion to such a variety of issues?
When and if you decide to ask about each of these separately, I'll be happy to
respond.

Sep 3, 2011 2:26 PM

69 Timely training to meet drillers needs most important.  We're going to need
welders, CDL licensed truck drivers, diesel mechanics, other skills.  Look at
Don's List Directory, talk to PA workforce officials.  Gear up the community
colleges, the BOCES.  Legacy oil/gas field jobs can turn into local jobs quickly
with proper preparation.

Sep 3, 2011 1:35 PM

70 Cuts to education and training programs are inherently counter-productive and
short-sighted.

Sep 3, 2011 10:22 AM

71 Instead of looking at the government to "train" the workforce maybe they should
consider more capitalistic approaches to job grown and development.  By vastly
reducing welfare (word used liberaly) and stop offering government jobs at many
levels whos compensation is vastly generous relative to responsiblity and
preformance you may see a more willing workforce.  Too long have people been
able to survive or even thrive on government income.  Its created a distored

Sep 2, 2011 2:44 PM
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society that works against private sector development which is what drives all
positive and constructive economic development.  This is a historical proven fact.

72 One of the biggest obstacles to solving this problem is the extension of
unemployment benefits.  There are plenty of people who are qualified to work,
but are not seeking employment because their pockets are kept full by the state.
To further compound the employment problem, how will local businesses be able
to compete with the drilling industry for workers.  And finally, how do we address
the fact that 50% of perspective employees can't pass a drug test.

Sep 2, 2011 1:14 PM

73 of course...we really have lost "community"...could we envision a situation in
which young people work alongside their elders in all businesses to expose them
to the realities and joys of being productive, serving, and seeing options for their
future

Sep 2, 2011 11:44 AM

74 We need to address the increase in U/E by obtaining jobs that require more high
tech skills. Unfortunately we need to address literacy rates in the region as well
as the higher than average failure on drug tests.

Sep 2, 2011 8:41 AM

75 We have an adequate trained work force.  I do think we are spending more and
getting less from our public schools, and we do lose many of our most talented
young people, we always seem to have sufficient labor for any business.

Sep 2, 2011 7:03 AM

76 The colleges and universities in the area are picking up some of the slack for
retraining the un- and under-employed, but libraries are being totally left out of
the plan, yet the public library is the first place many folks turn to for help,
information, even training.  School libraries are being cut out so schools can
continue to have sports programs, and public libraries are being ignored as the
economic ground they are.

Sep 1, 2011 9:58 PM

77 need space planes, mining equipment, solar cells, space exploration and
colonization products..things like that etc.

Sep 1, 2011 7:53 PM

78 Because transportation is so difficult job and computer training are needed s in
schools and libraries where people live -

Sep 1, 2011 5:56 PM

79 Government run organizations and their ranks are infiltrated by "friends and
family" keeping more talented workforce out of the picture.

Sep 1, 2011 4:58 PM

80 funds are helded up in albany to often Sep 1, 2011 3:49 PM

81 Again, my reply is difficult to select based on the fact that I agree with some of
your examples of issues within the Workforce Development question, but I
disagree with other examples listed in the question.

Sep 1, 2011 3:32 PM

82 Problem - lack of proper funding of SUNY system for it to validly refer to itself as
"excellent."  Get the money from imposing a stock transfer tax and a surcharge
on the very wealthy (i.e. income of $500,000 + p.a.).  Stop demonizing workers.

Sep 1, 2011 1:45 PM

83 ALLOW PEOPLE TO GET JOBS WITH GOOD SALARY.  MOVE GAS
DRILLING INDUSTRY FORWARD IN NEW YORK STATE NOW.

Sep 1, 2011 1:27 PM

84 I think workforce training s/b matched to business needs and should be available
for those who need it.

Sep 1, 2011 12:07 PM
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85 Focus needs to be on Green Jobs Sep 1, 2011 11:30 AM

86 There is none Sep 1, 2011 10:59 AM

87 We need to develop entry level jobs, paid a living wage, in alternative energy
and energy conservation industries.

Sep 1, 2011 10:06 AM

88 Building our human capacity through education and training is very important for
future economic development.

Sep 1, 2011 9:08 AM

89 Workforce development will be a natural outcome of business opportunity, not
the other way around.

Sep 1, 2011 9:04 AM

90 Job clusters and declining education funds have had (and will have) long-term
influence.

Sep 1, 2011 8:12 AM

91 Our poor education system and lack of good jobs like manufacturing jobs is a
large impediment to having a qualified workforce.

Aug 31, 2011 2:52 PM

92 work force is cable. My personal experience: I would like to get out of
manufacturing and into health care. I would like to go back to school part time at
nights while keeping my job to work towards a degree but it is difficult to find an
institution to provide this opportunity. This would help with skills mismatch and
provide opportunities

Aug 31, 2011 10:38 AM

93 Education is very important, however attracting manufacturing and technology
based companies back to NYS will fix the identified issues as people will acquire
the skills needed to be employed.

Aug 31, 2011 8:52 AM

94 As a small business owner, I have been aided by our local Workforce
Development office, who helped with hiring and on the job training support. I
understand funds have been deeply cut and I think this is a problem.

Aug 31, 2011 1:45 AM

95 young people need training Aug 31, 2011 12:57 AM

96 In particular, the plan must address the the needs of low income individuals and
communities and include their voices and interests in the planning process.

Aug 30, 2011 10:35 PM

97 Businesses refuse to use the training fund that are currently available to re train
the 99ers so  there is no need for funds

Aug 30, 2011 10:02 PM

98 The issues in Tioga County are aging labor force due to decades of decline in
job opp's.  Lack of job clusters in our area is a limiting factor in attracting
workers.  I am NOT in favor of spending additional tax dollars are workforce
development.  If job opportunities existed, the workforce will come.

Aug 30, 2011 5:38 PM

99 Brain drain and labor firce aging are less problematic in Tompkins County. Aug 30, 2011 4:11 PM

100 Allowing training for all sectors/constituency groups. Aug 30, 2011 3:57 PM

101 Renewable energy technologies are the future.  We need a well trained
workforce that can create the kind of jobs that will feed the spirit not drain it.
Germany is a model of what economic growth can be like with solar and wind as
the driving force for job creation.

Aug 30, 2011 2:55 PM
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102 The insistence on Regents diplomas ensures that many students will not
graduate.  They are not being given the opportunity to excel in areas of high job
need that require different skills.  Without a diploma, their options are limited.
The region is also not looking at how to diminish the high unemployment rate for
young people of color (related to the previous point)

Aug 30, 2011 2:38 PM

103 We need to attract and retain the creative class in our urban centers. Planning
for walkability, public transit options, and higher density housing is needed. They
need to want to stay in NYS communities to start innovative businesses.
Definitely increase funding for education and workforce training.

Aug 30, 2011 1:53 PM

104 This area is extremely broad; it actually includes many different issues that may
require differing responses.

Aug 30, 2011 1:14 PM

105 It seems to me that the only jobs available are low level jobs.  We need to create
a bigger skilled labor need before we try to attract skilled workers.  The skilled
workers are the ones leaving the area and it is not due to great employment
opportunities.

Aug 30, 2011 10:03 AM

106 The technology behind the jobs changes too quickly to influence the training of
the job force. This is time for industry to describe the trained work force they
want and what they will pay in matching funds to acquire.

Aug 30, 2011 9:41 AM

107 Companies will locate here if 1. they can get here on good roads and bridges  2.
the sites are large enough and absolutely shovel ready including all utilities at
the properties edge  3. rail service is available on site, or a siding can be
constructed  4. taxes are not higher than any other state within two days travel
5. If the deal is good enough, they'll bring their own people or hire them here -
either way they will boost the economy

Aug 29, 2011 9:17 PM

108 I am having trouble finding a temp to help with computer based job. Aug 29, 2011 7:19 PM

109 we have great universities that graduate brilliant students, and then we kick them
out of the country.  NY should try to retain every single PhD and Master's
student trained here!

Aug 29, 2011 4:43 PM

110 Our own children are moving out of state because of high taxes and no
opportunities to use their degrees.  We must find a way to get our children to
stay and benefit our state.

Aug 29, 2011 2:12 PM

111 Training is eccential. Workers need to think that we can re-train at any time.
Education is a lifelong process.

Aug 29, 2011 1:23 PM

112 Not only has there been a "brain drain" from Delaware County there has also
been a drain of anyone with a good work ethic.

Aug 29, 2011 10:42 AM

113 We have an educated populace who need work. Aug 29, 2011 10:34 AM

114 Or we could just let it all go and be an agrarian society again.  After all, this stuff
costs MONEY!

Aug 29, 2011 8:21 AM

115 Attempt to utilize "workfare" approach for all residents Aug 29, 2011 8:15 AM

116 We need to prepare more people to help themselves through worker-owned Aug 29, 2011 12:31 AM
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cooperatives.  This is the best way to motivate people and to assure ourselves
that profit supports local residents and is not moved out of the region.

117 The strengthening of the community college system is key to developing a work
force that is responsive to new business employment needs.  University
graduates leave.  Community college graduates stay.

Aug 28, 2011 9:55 PM

118 Where are all the jobs?????? Aug 28, 2011 9:42 PM

119 We need to invest in programs  to train a workforce to manufacture and install
alternative energy technologies like solar hot water, solar electric, and
geothermal. the time is NOW! Global warming is a fact. We cannot use extreme
and dangerous technologies to get the last of the fossil fuels available. Invest in
non-polluting alternative energies instead.

Aug 28, 2011 9:28 PM

120 We have all kinds of people willing to work,but there are no Jobs.  I can't wait for
the Natural Gas Industry to come to New York.  America spends more $ /student
than all other Industrialized countries.

Aug 28, 2011 4:50 PM

121 See #2 & #3 above. Aug 28, 2011 4:04 PM

122 SUY remain an engin for development, and the training capacity is there, the
funds are lacking.

Aug 28, 2011 12:10 PM

123 We have highly qualified workers, but no jobs. Aug 28, 2011 12:05 PM

124 We have good educational institutions here, but unless there are jobs, there's no
need for re-training, and the brain drain will continue. Reducing governmental
costs and regulation will help bring jobs, THEN you can worry about retraining!

Aug 28, 2011 11:54 AM

125 Natural Gas will bring jobs and needs to happen now! Aug 28, 2011 11:42 AM

126 I think we have lots of opportunity for training if people are willing to take
advantage of them.

Aug 28, 2011 11:13 AM

127 In my opinion, most government-funded job (re-)training exercises have not
proven to be cost-effective.

Aug 28, 2011 10:10 AM

128 throwing money at education hasn't worked Aug 28, 2011 5:59 AM

129 If the gas companies can get permits the booming economy will bring fresh
skilled people to the area and the locals will have jobs and the landowners will
provide immediate cash injection.

Aug 27, 2011 10:14 PM

130 Training is not a right, but a privelege. And those people who would work while
receiving educational aid should get first priority in help. Money and training
shouldn't simply be given away simply because a person is unemployed. People
should take test (including drug tests) to determine if they are a fit for the
intended training. Too many training dollars have been ill used because of high
unemployment. Many of the people receiving training have not gone on toward
better jobs, but use it as a means to continue receiving benefits. Work first, then
receive training while working. I raised 2 children, worked full time and went to
school part time to earn an engineering degree... not a simple task. It can be
done. People need to gain success by working for it. True success is not gained

Aug 27, 2011 5:01 PM
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by having something handed to you. Help with paying for training while people
are employed.

131 Other states are bringing back entry level jobs..we need some of those for this
year. We have a lot of people that could fill those kind of jobs. We need to train
people that have lived on "assistance" generation after generation. I'm tired of
paying for these people while living on a fixed income. I worked to take care of
myself, not those that DO NOT WANT TO WORK THAT COULD.... "

Aug 27, 2011 4:59 PM

132 I agree with      aging of the labor force;      brain drain;     lack of job clusters to
attract workers;   I strongly agree with      declining education funds will impact
workforce quality

Aug 27, 2011 4:37 PM

133 In my case, I have on son that has been unemployed for over 3 years and there
are no funds for re-training if it does not pertain to college.  Trade schools do not
offer financing and Workforce Solutions won't re-train unless a person has a
letter guaranteeing a job placement when done.

Aug 27, 2011 4:14 PM

134 We need to prepare workers for "green" jobs, then follow through with economic
incentives to create green jobs.

Aug 27, 2011 3:03 PM

135 Educational funding (for higher education) should be tied to a graduate comitting
to working in the Southern Tier area upon graduation

Aug 27, 2011 8:12 AM

136 I agree only to the extent that there is not much being done to develop a "local
sustainable" workforce.  Even the way you worded this question makes it sound
like we need to train people to work at a corporation.  What about training people
to start a small home/local business?  This is where rail service could help small
local entrepreneurs sell their wares in the NYC market.  Let's turn this survey
around and start talking about THAT instead of how having more corporations
dominating upstate NY will "help us".

Aug 27, 2011 7:49 AM

137 Business should be responsible for the development of its own workforce.  It is
impossible for the government to provide for the specific training required by all
potential jobs.  Provide a solid well rounded educational foundation that provides
for future learning in public schools.  Beyond that. let colleges or business
community provide for the specific training required for their needs.

Aug 27, 2011 7:42 AM

138 A review of current education requirements.  Drop outs do not add value, how do
we train people if traditional education is not working?  Evaluate at a young age
and maybe guide to trade school.

Aug 26, 2011 11:52 PM

139 PUBLIC EMPLOYEES SHOULD, LIKE THE SHERIFFS DEPT, BE REQUIRED
TO COLLABORATE ON  USEFUL ACTIVITY FOR WARDS OF THE STATE
(UNEMPLOYED, DISABLED, AND MENTALLY ILL). PRIVATE SECTOR
WOULD THEN HAVE MORE CANDIDATES THAN THE UNMEPLOYABLE
PRESENTLY LAGGING IN THIS STATE.

Aug 26, 2011 10:16 PM

140 this is the job of the ones who want skilled workers.  in the 1950's and '60's
public trade high school schools were funded by payroll taxes and supported by
donations of tools and machines to high school shop classes.

Aug 26, 2011 9:49 PM

141 the best way to train a work force is on the job training Aug 26, 2011 9:43 PM
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142 Our talented young workers continue to move elsewhere for more lucrative
packages

Aug 26, 2011 9:37 PM

143 I do not have specific information on programs available.  However I support
more educational funding pre-school-adult education.  Computer skills for
members of our town board would be strongly advised.

Aug 26, 2011 8:30 PM

144 Almost every area I have become familiar with complains about brain drain.  I
retired from 13 years as a county director of federally funded job training and
employment programs in Otsego County in 2006 when I turned 55.  The vaunted
reforms never occured and the local programs got screwed royally.  Few, if any,
WIBs have a clue as to what they are supposed to be doing.

Aug 26, 2011 8:00 PM

145 almost impossible to find labor for farming. Young folks headed out of the area
for job opportunities.

Aug 26, 2011 7:23 PM

146 Hydrofracking industry brings 70-80% of their own work force. People with
money LEAVE the AREA due to the pollution and NOISE, leaving behind others
that are trapped, sickening to the point where no one can work. Medical costs
soar.

Aug 26, 2011 4:44 PM

147 I feel our workforce development agencies incooperation with the various
training schools are doing a good job.

Aug 26, 2011 3:57 PM

148 Workforce redevelopment should also be prioritized.  The cuts to education,
especially at the elementary and secondary school levels will do long term harm
to the local economy and do not send a good message if we want to develop a
resilient, knowledge-based economy or attract well-qualified young people to the
region.  There is also simply a huge lack of employment and population diversity
that results in brain drain and difficulty in recruiting hires.

Aug 26, 2011 3:53 PM

149 lack of administrative funds, lack of training funds, lack of coordinating training to
demand occupations, lack of youth summer funding.  Improved datat system and
streamlining the center staffing -- or better allowing those that are there to work
across agency lines to make more efficient use of the funds they have.  also cut
back on the layers of audit/oversight.  Those admin funds would be better spent
on creative engagement of stakeholders that would also increase the results per
dollar spent.

Aug 26, 2011 3:52 PM

150 No problem. Fracking workers are imported from Texas and Canada. Aug 26, 2011 3:51 PM

151 We don't actually have Brain Drain because we don't have more there normal
exodus of our young people. What we do have an issue with is recruiting new
young people to move here.

Aug 26, 2011 3:39 PM

152 Business also needs to commit to training, retraining, and refreshment training
for LOCAL people. We have a great workforce here with a lot of skills which
many times are not exactly what businesses think they need - so they go outside
the area to hire. Totally not necessary if we have the right training programs and
commitment from local industry to hire people who graduate from them.

Aug 26, 2011 3:38 PM

153 Not sure what we can realistically do about this, though. Aug 26, 2011 3:27 PM

154 Wow. What a mish mash of issues. I agree that some are obstacles to economic Aug 26, 2011 1:56 PM



147 of 681

Page 3, Q4.  <b>Workforce Development.</b>  This includes timely training to meet business needs; aging of the
labor force; brain drain; lack of flexible training funds; skills mismatch; lack of job clusters to attract workers;
declining education funds will impact workforce quality.

development and others are not. The survey form does not allow for any
distinction. I don't see how any strategic effort can be successful if it proposes to
treat all of these issues equally in some way.

155 The skilled people are leaving - reference your last two questions.  Education is
working but we are training and educating people who seek opportunities
elsewhere.  We need to smarter not more.....

Aug 26, 2011 1:48 PM

156 thousands of overqualified college graduates with no job opportunities in New
York and the rest of the country. State needs a stong value added economy
such as oil and gas would provide the foundation for. Tourism is a third world
economy which upstate New York has historically seen too much of.

Aug 26, 2011 1:23 PM

157 Local businesses hire local people and train them.  In the next 20 years we will
need to develop much more manual labor, farmers, repair people, teachers for
small schools.  More people need to be trained for alternative energy jobs, and
food handling.

Aug 26, 2011 1:05 PM

158 The best possible public education is what we need.  Train young people to think
and to learn and give them access to knowledge, which includes the arts and the
sciences, and they will be able to develop job skills and become productive
citizens.   Education is a public good and should be paid for out of public funds.
Not job skills.  That should be the task of the businesses that need workers.

Aug 26, 2011 12:18 PM

159 Need more incentives for businesses to hire unemployment people and
handicapped and provide on the job training. Most companies can not avoid to
train so they hire skilled workers.

Aug 26, 2011 11:58 AM

160 We confuse quaified for ability and don't want to invest in traing. Aug 26, 2011 11:55 AM

161 Finalize the SGEIS and start allowing hydrofracking / drilling. into the Utica and
Marcellus.

Aug 26, 2011 11:48 AM

162 Businesses used to train workers themselves.  What happened to that?  And the
last part of the question is sloppily written: all the other points in the list are
phrasal nouns, whereas the last item is a sentence in disguise.  It reads sloppy.

Aug 26, 2011 11:15 AM

163 This is a problem, however if the regulatory and tax issues were attracting
business and empoyees the problem would correct itself without any outside
intervention.

Aug 26, 2011 11:04 AM

164 Is our state doing anything to train residents for the future of Natural gas here?
We are losing droves to PA for the jobs and training there.

Aug 26, 2011 10:51 AM

165 The regional councils need to form partnerships and have honest dialogues
which groups such as Southern Tier Young Professionals, "New Hire" groups
with various law firms and engineering businesses (BAE/IBM/etc...) to better
understand where the opportunities and gaps are and how to better market the
area to the younger population who is here for four to six years for a post-
secondary education and then leaves to find permanent employment.

Aug 26, 2011 10:18 AM

166 Also, secondary-school programs to develop a future workforce ad prepare
individuals for college-level courses. Reduce NYS's high-school dropout rate!

Aug 26, 2011 10:02 AM
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167 Area needs more SUSTAINABLE employment options, as in employment
options that do not threaten other livelihoods in farming, education, winemaking,
beermaking, recreational industries.  Young people leave area after receiving
their educations because there are limited numbers of good, safe, professional
jobs with longterm prospects.  (Gas drilling does NOT represent good future
economic development, as it damages the area's existing economic successes
and longterm prospects.)

Aug 26, 2011 10:00 AM

168 This state has some of the best colleges and universities in the world and is
producing technical and creative potential that every business could use. Most
graduates look outside of the state where businesses are hiring.

Aug 26, 2011 9:58 AM

169 Yes, use the funding to train and educate for natural gas drilling in NewYork
state.

Aug 26, 2011 9:58 AM

170 most quality people have left ny state because of over regulation and excessive
taxes.

Aug 26, 2011 9:54 AM

171 Most of the people I have on my payroll have hands on skill, but newer, younger
people have poor work quality. Hint welfare. Hint unemployment.

Aug 26, 2011 9:40 AM

172 I worked 2 full time jobs for 20 years. I was self-taught and never received any
funding for any of the education I had. Lets stop funding useless jobs training
programs and lets force people to go out and work. Cut welfare and other
handouts. Stop spending taxpayers money on programs that don't work.

Aug 26, 2011 9:29 AM

173 Very poorly worded Aug 26, 2011 9:28 AM

174 We should concentrate to train young adults for drilling and related services for
natural gas development.

Aug 26, 2011 9:23 AM

175 Provide funding for NYS equivalent of the CCC, so that youth/unemployed can
work on infrastructure projects (state parks, etc.)

Aug 26, 2011 8:51 AM

176 Our major problem is lack of sustainable jobs, the government needs to get their
cut after the monies trickle down not off the top when the money should be spent
for additional ifastrucure,inventory,employee security. Look what happened
when IBM closed up along with all their subcotractors.

Aug 26, 2011 8:40 AM

177 If the remaining manufacturing base is to stay in the area it has to prepare the
workforce needed. There are not enough trained workers to meet my business
needs.

Aug 26, 2011 7:39 AM

178 I do not think the Workforce Development program works.I think if people joined
Unions they would get the right training and be better and safer workers.I think
the Workforce Development should be there to help people get to these training
schools and help them aquire low cost vehicles and insurance to get to the jobs
on their own after training.

Aug 26, 2011 7:07 AM

179 I do not think that the BOCES program is meeting the needs of employers. I say
that from a discussion that I had with my heating contractor.

Aug 26, 2011 7:04 AM

180 We have lost nearly 50,000 manufacturing jonbs in the last 25 years in Broome
County.  The only industry knocking on the southerntier door is the natural gas

Aug 25, 2011 9:30 PM
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industry.... we need to welcome them with open hearts and good regulation

181 Educate for the Energy Industry. 140 differnet jobs have been associated to nat
gas developement. High paying jobs for trade school graduates and professional
positions for college grads in many fields.

Aug 25, 2011 9:12 PM

182 the workforce is here, industry and business must feel the roadblocks to making
a profit are not left in the hands of government

Aug 25, 2011 8:56 PM

183 Qualified employees will gravitate to jobs. Smart people and dumb people are
equal if both are unemployed. Natural Gas is it, know other business is coming.
Broome County can be thriving  natural gas business hub in ten years.

Aug 25, 2011 5:45 PM

184 With the caveat that we need to be taking into account that there will always be a
need for what has been traditionally seen as low-wage work. We thusly need to
change the terms of what workers in those fields, most particularly service and
retail, have come to expect in terms of wages and treatment

Aug 25, 2011 5:40 PM

185 Declining funding for education will affect future employability and availability of a
highly qualified workforce.  But the biggest problem is that companies have
removed so many jobs from the region (for which there are always excuses
rather than responsibility) that there is no reason for our own bright young people
to stay (or for others to come in from outside).

Aug 25, 2011 5:22 PM

186 same as before Aug 25, 2011 4:26 PM

187 Brain drain is directly related to locals attitude toward BU student population. Aug 25, 2011 2:45 PM

188 It seems like there are clusters of businesses in and around these small towns of
the Southern Tier, but what are we doing to keep them here?  Affordable energy
options?  College/University and Business partnerships?  Tax credits for
employing the formerly unemployed?  Nope.

Aug 25, 2011 2:28 PM

189 The commonly held perception is that there are no worthwhile jobs for BU grads
locally, and sadly they are mostly correct.  Most college students don't plan to
stay after finishing school.  Most that I have known that stayed (even graduate
students) ended up working as bartenders or waiters instead of using their
degrees during their time in town, then eventually left the area for jobs in their
fields.

Aug 25, 2011 1:34 PM

190 The employees are here, it is just that the businesses have left or greatly
reduced their staff.

Aug 25, 2011 12:35 PM

191 Availability of training/retraining is critical.  This reinforces an item in the
"infrastructure" bullet, lack of adequate broadband access for all residents.
Those who live in unserved areas are often among the ones who most need
access to information and retraining.

Aug 25, 2011 12:17 PM

192 There are a lot of well-trained students graduating from local universities.  If the
jobs are here, they will stay.

Aug 25, 2011 12:06 PM

193 NY could be on the cutting edge of education by going back to the 1950s--bring
back more vocational learning in the high schools. Prepare students for the real
world, not just to be corporate zombies. Many children graduating from high

Aug 25, 2011 11:44 AM
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school and going to college do not make it past the first year. Why? Not because
they are not smart, it's because college and university experience is a specific
environment, and not everyone is suited to it. Valuing trades and technical work
can provide a stepping stone to success for many people who are not interested
in sitting at a desk all day.

194 Many of these issues are problems everywhere.  I think there is a need for more
communication between schools, governments and employers about
opportunities to address the skills mismatch.  Also, how can the BOCES system
be used to its highest and best use?

Aug 25, 2011 11:30 AM

195 Cutbacks in funding for community college training programs are especially ill-
timed.

Aug 25, 2011 9:58 AM

196 Where does one go for help in training their workers? More advertisement on
where to go for help with business concerns would go a long way to helping
small businesses succeed and grow. Make them comfortable to ask for
assistance.

Aug 25, 2011 9:39 AM

197 It is actually hard to get skilled help. There is also nothing for educated workers
to stay for.

Aug 25, 2011 8:12 AM

198 If you build it they will come. People adapt People learn. Aug 25, 2011 7:33 AM

199 Workforce should be trained to implement renewable energy demands for
Upstate New York.

Aug 24, 2011 11:00 PM

200 We just need the jobs and deregulation.  There are enough educated and willing
people in the Southern Tier.

Aug 24, 2011 10:32 PM

201 The workforce in the Southern Tier is as well trained or better than other
comparable areas in the USA.

Aug 24, 2011 10:31 PM

202 Secondary education should focus more on local workforce development instead
of some pie in the sky green energy development jobs that will never happen in
the  Southern Tier.

Aug 24, 2011 9:42 PM

203 More emphasis and resource should be devoted to that part of the population
that prefers to learn a useful trade rather than to go to a 4 year college out of
high school.

Aug 24, 2011 8:25 PM

204 drill a gas well, bring a soldier home Aug 24, 2011 8:04 PM

205 We need our education goals aligned with this century - and green/ new tech
industry.  Not staying with the old guard of doing business.

Aug 24, 2011 6:31 PM

206 Set up the training to support the marcellus shale development-. high paying
jobs

Aug 24, 2011 3:26 PM

207 Declining education funds are a serious issue for those wanting to go back to
school as adults.

Aug 24, 2011 3:18 PM

208 We need to give everyone access to a good broad-based education. Schools,
other than targeted vocational schools, should concentrate on educating

Aug 24, 2011 2:22 PM
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students in teaching them how to learn, not to train them for a specific industry.
The industry should be willing to hire people who have the ability and train them
for the specifics of the job.  Our area is aging and most of our young people
move elsewhere to find work, which is different than it was in the past. A big
reason is that we don't have many places that are hiring young workers. I live in
Broome County, where it wasn't unusual to have three generations of a family
working for IBM or Endicott Johnson or Link. Most of those jobs are gone now,
due to globalization, hostile takeovers, divisions being sold, and the general
breakdown in the relationship and loyalty between companies and employees.
We need companies to commit to being good employers and good community
citizens so that people will feel secure in going to work for them.

209 The removal of technical training ( i.e. "shop" classes) in high schools has had a
SEVERE negative impact on the ability of students to create, repair and
innovate.  BOCES has just been an inefficient, expensive layer of educational
bureaucracy!  Put tech training back in schools and put the schools back in the
neighborhoods!

Aug 24, 2011 2:10 PM

210 There is a need for more manuracturing jobs.  Too much business is outsourced.
There will always be a need for construction, maintenance, and other "hands on"
labor.

Aug 24, 2011 1:10 PM

211 Please refer to #3.  NY taxation forces young people to vote with their feet.  If we
are to expect  strong workforce development don't tax them out of the state.

Aug 24, 2011 1:02 PM

212 See comments for number 4. Aug 24, 2011 12:00 PM

213 NYS seems to spend a lot on Workforce Development Centers and staffing
them, etc. Where are the numbers that show how truly effective they are?

Aug 24, 2011 11:58 AM

214 All the above is true.  A commitment to basic education is the foundation on
which job training will stand.  Job training without a population that has a strong,
broad education will make it difficult to "re-purpose" the work force as
businesses change (which is occuring very quickly in this global economic era).

Aug 24, 2011 11:15 AM

215 I think that education in a skill set is on the horizon and important though I don't
have a direct thought on how it affects the overall economy

Aug 24, 2011 10:38 AM

216 Keep the SUNY system effectively funded. Ensure public high schools focus on
College from the first day of 9th grade - make High School and College
graduation rates a major focus and priority. Ensure business connectivity with
marketable skills taught in High School and College. Example is the Business
Advisory Council of the SUNY-Cobleskill School of Business. Make select
BOCES programs/classes available on Saturdays.

Aug 24, 2011 10:35 AM

217 I did not choose an answer above.  Of course these issues are a problem in
many areas.  We have spread ourselves out so much that we have lost our focus
on any one thing.  We are trying to make homogenous areas of every inch of our
country.  It is time to stop.  If development and infrastructure support the
comprehensive plan of each region these issues would fall into place based on
the goals set.

Aug 24, 2011 10:34 AM

218 Your question is wrong.  You ask "to what degree" and have a check off of
strongly agree... or you need to make a statement to which one can agree....

Aug 24, 2011 10:26 AM
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219 We have such basic strengths in our educational institutions we should be able
to deal with all but the lack of job opportunity which are dealt mainly in the others
parts of this survey.

Aug 24, 2011 10:06 AM

220 While I agree that we need better education, preparation and retention of NYS
citizens, I am hesitant to say what that should entail. I think our state, national
and global economy are fast changing, and we need citizens with a broad area
of skills and competencies that are able to adapt and learn as they go, perhaps
changing careers several times over their life. Better coordination between
educational institutions, businesses (including emerging ones), communities and
regions will be needed for more agile and responsive workforce development.

Aug 24, 2011 9:54 AM

221 We need massive investment in these areas, not cuts! Our Education  and
Workforce Development systems need to be completely redesigned to meet
today's and future needs.

Aug 24, 2011 9:45 AM

222 If you want to see a BRAIN DRAIN, start your chemical fracking of our environs,.
Anyone with any brains will leave while thay still have a usable brain, before the
toxic air, water, land is a part of daily living.  Fracking will turn  beautiful rural-
small village communitites into an industrial nightmare.  Go to Pennsylvania and
see for yourselves, and live there for a minimum of one week amidst the fracking
trucks and  the corporate demands of an industry producing more un-natural gas
in a market glutted with this product.

Aug 24, 2011 7:43 AM

223 I am especially troubled by the low literacy rates in our area.  It often requires
additional training on basics for employees who need to learn new ways of doing
things.

Aug 24, 2011 7:31 AM

224 training exists; experienced workers are a benefit, not a liability; good help has
always been hard to find ;-)

Aug 24, 2011 12:30 AM

225 I strongly agree that declining education funds will impact workforce quality.  We
must support strong educational institutions from pre-school through college and
graduate schools.

Aug 23, 2011 9:12 PM

226 We have one of the strongest public school systems in the nation, and have top
notch colleges and universities surrounding our area.  If the jobs were here, they
would come and/or stay.

Aug 23, 2011 9:00 PM

227 I don't believe that the job training is the dog, but rather the tail.  If the jobs were
here, we would attract talent from other places as well as develop and grow our
own.

Aug 23, 2011 7:15 PM

228 there are many more qualified workers than present businesses are willing to
hire.  as long as banks hold the funding, business can't or won't hire, hard to say
workers are unskilled or not trained. true that declining ed funding will affect
workforce quality.

Aug 23, 2011 6:03 PM

229 Before you train a workforce, you need to have jobs.  Job creation, good job
creation, the kind of job you can raise a family on, this is essential.

Aug 23, 2011 5:04 PM

230 BRAIN DRAIN, have to do something about that. Aug 23, 2011 5:00 PM

231 Flexible training funds would be a huge advantage. Aug 23, 2011 4:59 PM
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232 Especially aging of the labor force, brain drain, lack of flexible training funds and
skills mismatch.

Aug 23, 2011 4:29 PM

233 We have to be able to excite people to stay in the area so that we can develop
them.

Aug 23, 2011 4:18 PM

234 As someone who has lived here most of my life, college educated, I have tried to
seek gainful employment here to no avail. My last "failure" was a rejection from
someone I was somewhat familiar with and thought I could trust.

Aug 23, 2011 4:05 PM

235 There are high quality educational institutions that already train workers. The key
is to find ways to keep these educated workers in the area.  The creative and
information based industries would be environmentally sustainable industries
that require these educated workers.  Such industries would enhance our
existing industries, not destroy them.

Aug 23, 2011 3:50 PM

236 This area had better start training for gas industry - PA is already training and we
haven't done a darn thing. We need skilled (!!!) people here.

Aug 23, 2011 2:08 PM

237 Bottom line...recent and future college grads are not starying in NY!  Why would
they. Get taxed to the hilt get paid not enough to pay your taxes. Look at
teachers salaries in Del. County. A new chemistry teacher in this area is going to
start at barely 44K for his first year. Any other areas in NYS would pay higher
than in this area!  I truly feel bad for men and women graduating from college in
this area!

Aug 23, 2011 2:06 PM

238 We can not keep our young people here.  We lack the opportunities needed for
young people.  They all move out of state to find better jobs after graduating from
our colleges

Aug 23, 2011 2:00 PM

239 No point in dealing with this until headway is made on #2 & #3 above, and we
have commitments from new or growing businesses and knowledge of skills that
will be requitred.

Aug 23, 2011 12:18 PM

240 As mnetioned in #3, a fairer school tax would help create a more educated (and
work-ready) population.  Community colleges need adequate funding to help
adults learn new skills as the job market changes. Supporting small scale
business and agricultural work (and encouraging the consumption of locally
produced food and other items) would help build a stronger local economy.  With
2/3 of Americans shopping at Walmart every week, how can we expect our local
businesses and producers to compete?  We need to promote locally grown food,
seasonal eating, make it easier for producers to bring their food to market by
making it easier to set up butcher shops (i.e.reduce USDA regulations written by
the largest industrial farming/slaughterhouse corporations), etc.

Aug 23, 2011 11:59 AM

241 If the jobs and need for workers were here, companies would be training to fill
their needs and people would be motivated to pursue the skills in demand. On
the other hand, we do need to invest in R&D and higher ed. to be more
competitive and develop jobs.

Aug 23, 2011 11:56 AM

242 Brain drain and lack of job clusters seem particularly important. Also need for
more education and training funds. A lot more could be done with
apprenticeships and other technical training at a lower cost and training that is
effective.

Aug 23, 2011 11:38 AM
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243 Local townships should start eduction programs for farmers to 'rethink' their
farms/business into models for the 21st Century. We live 3 HOURS from the
biggest city in the world. The largest market for small batch, artisan products is
right at our fingertips- LET'S UTILIZE IT!!!

Aug 23, 2011 11:31 AM

244 To me this is a non-issue.  If companies cared about this we would have a lot
more technology companies that stepped up and hired all the out of work
employees when IBM left.

Aug 23, 2011 11:26 AM

245 There could be more coordination among institutions like Binghamton University,
Cornell etc. to contribute to workforce development.    Creative industries and
entrepreneurs needed.  Provide better amenities to attract the Creative Class.
Many professionals educated here, few want to stay...sense of place is lacking.
Ithaca is exception.

Aug 23, 2011 11:16 AM

246 Our community colleges and state colleges continue to crank out reading and
phys ed teachers who can't possibly find jobs while failing to transform
themselves to handle 21st century requirements.

Aug 23, 2011 11:13 AM

247 Again, confusing question. I agree that we could benefit from training to meet
business needs, and that taxes are needed to support education, but I do not
see a brain drain. In fact, I see a lot of people moving from urban areas to
Delaware County and starting creative new businesses.

Aug 23, 2011 11:02 AM

248 These questions are very poorly written. What kinds of jobs are we looking to
create? We need to attract the kinds of businesses that will foster long term
growth, stable communities, and a healthy environment. Encouraging destructive
industries like gas drilling will only destroy our long term health and prosperity.

Aug 23, 2011 11:01 AM

249 Biggest part of workforce development is quality general, liberal education.
Competent, self-aware people can more quickly adjust themselves to changing
economic conditions.

Aug 23, 2011 10:38 AM

250 Greater investment in education is critical to the Southern Tier and our nation as
a whole. Rather than bashing teachers with multiple choice test "standards" that
do not reflect the real world, give schools the resources to teach students useful
skills. Students that are educated PROPERLY create new businesses. For
example, I started my first profitable business in 3rd grade and have gone on to
create three more. All of them are environmentally friendly and none of them
have ever laid anyone off.

Aug 23, 2011 10:24 AM

251 The lack of funds for local public schools  has the greatest impact. If you don't
educate the children the local economy will not thrive.

Aug 23, 2011 10:20 AM

252 This is a difficult task to overcome but it is doable. We have an aging population
which on one hand poses challenges but on the other, opens opportunities in
various human service fields.  BU and BCC are a major contributor in education
and development but we need to bring in major corporations and good paying
jobs so that we can attract young professionals.

Aug 23, 2011 10:14 AM

253 i live near liberty with an obscene drop-out rate from the school system. Aug 23, 2011 9:53 AM

254 The object of workforce development should be to generate GOOD jobs,
meaning well paid jobs with benefits so working people can pour money back

Aug 23, 2011 9:30 AM
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into the community through taxes, purchases and of course, by taking out loans
which are the only sources of new money.

255 we need green jobs / retrofit old buildings/ sustainability and low consumption
training and JOBS. We need Southern Tier to be the solar and wind and
efficiency technology center for the Northeast

Aug 23, 2011 9:24 AM

256 The high taxes of NYS need to be addressed because it creates an unfriendly
business environment. The reason there is a shortage of jobs is because high
taxes and cost-of-business do not create favorable incentives.

Aug 23, 2011 8:38 AM

257 What work can you train for??? Aug 23, 2011 8:36 AM

258 I recently retired from a school job (LTA) because I was being asked to do the
work of two people at a very low wage. Then I find out that I can no longer work
in a school district in NY without money loss, even though my retirement is less
than $7000 a year.  With 20 years experience in education I'm expected to work
at McDonalds? This needs to change as the lowest paid workers are affected not
the teachers retiring with a final salary of $70,000.

Aug 23, 2011 8:35 AM

259 some comment as before.  am sorry I am wasting my time and yours. Aug 23, 2011 8:14 AM

260 We do need more work training opportunities in this area, and some way to help
older workers hold on to decent paying jobs.

Aug 23, 2011 7:49 AM

261 By supporting small business/farms/towns we can increase the numbers of jobs
dramatically, and increase quality of life. Small business employs more people
and supports their communities more than large companies.

Aug 23, 2011 7:45 AM

262 But where do you think the funding comes from to support this one? Aug 23, 2011 6:22 AM

263 We should not be training people for specific jobs, we should be training them to
think creatively, to analyze, to reason, and to make intelligent decisions. Job
clusters are undesirable.

Aug 23, 2011 12:54 AM

264 Gas development is not establishing new jobs for locals ... it is bringing in
temporary help that will bleed the area and create a two tiered employment
structure.

Aug 22, 2011 11:20 PM

265 Opportunities for continuing education are essential for renewed economic
growth in this area.

Aug 22, 2011 9:50 PM

266 See above Aug 22, 2011 9:44 PM

267 MORE MANUFACTURING BUSINESSES NEED TO RE-LOCATE TO NYS;ITS
NOT SO MUCH EDU; BUT JOB PROSPECT DUE TO LACK OF
MANUFACTURING COMPANIES.

Aug 22, 2011 9:28 PM

268 Finally something i can somewhat agree with. There is a problem with workforce
development. The whole underlying premise of our society is misguided in this
regard. People are seen as company assets, or are viewed in a materialistic way
and our core values as human beings are not taken into consideration. How to
be a good human being, helpful and ready to serve others. Train me for a job
that i can do as a service for others and I will be satisfied. I will be fulfilling one of

Aug 22, 2011 9:08 PM



156 of 681

Page 3, Q4.  <b>Workforce Development.</b>  This includes timely training to meet business needs; aging of the
labor force; brain drain; lack of flexible training funds; skills mismatch; lack of job clusters to attract workers;
declining education funds will impact workforce quality.

the highest purposes of my being on this planet. And make sure I'm able to take
care of my family and others. Not many businesses or corporations would make
a proposal such as this their bottom line. Profit, profit and more profit. Make the
shareholders happy no matter what the human costs. It's wrong, wrong, wrong.

269 Why get an advanced degree when you can't get job experience.. Aug 22, 2011 8:55 PM

270 I think there are lots of skilled, prepared people who could enter the workforce. Aug 22, 2011 8:35 PM

271 Federal and  state grants need to include enough funds to adequately fund
administration of the programs.

Aug 22, 2011 8:20 PM

272 Better educational planning with well-focused training plans would be helpful.
Cutting education is a poor short-term fix that nets long-term costs we can't
assess accurately.

Aug 22, 2011 8:09 PM

273 There is a tremendous need for plumbers, electricians, masons in our area. But
training for those workers is lacking. Why so few apprenticeships?

Aug 22, 2011 7:54 PM

274 this are important issues -more energy and time and effort and money put
towards green energy (solar, wind) and money put towards supporting small
farmers (especially ones who are organic).

Aug 22, 2011 7:36 PM

275 I strongly agree with all of this with the exception of education. Teachers not only
local schools but the colleges are over paid and not doing their jobs educating.
How can you hire a person who can't even make change unless the cash
register tells them how much change. Prime example

Aug 22, 2011 7:17 PM

276 Lack of enough jobs to get people currently on welfare off. I am a landlord and
am constantly astounded by how many able-bodied women in particular who
could and should be working. Moreover, their housing assistance supports men
who should be working as well but have mostly manual skills and usually are
starting to have  health issues.

Aug 22, 2011 6:55 PM

277 I have an opinion, and it is I feel strongly both (or all) ways. Clearly, we need a
skilled workforce. Just as clearly, we also need a growing population of
employment-age residents and the jobs to support them. That's a much bigger
problem than insufficient training funds. Also clear: We can't sustain what we
currently spend on education, certainly not if we agree that #3 is a problem.
Education and health care are where better than 50% of the public dollar is
spent.

Aug 22, 2011 6:23 PM

278 Part of your strategic plan should address benefits available to employers for
workforce training.  Once again, economic development done right equals jobs
which address workforce issues.  Get the cart on the right end of the horse.

Aug 22, 2011 5:40 PM

279 More attention is needed to attracting and retaining young adult workers. Aug 22, 2011 5:27 PM

280 Workforce development HELPS economy Aug 22, 2011 5:18 PM

281 People go where are jobs are located.  Jobs=people. Aug 22, 2011 4:15 PM

282 Especially in Hornell, there is a workforce well-trained in rail manufacturing,
which is a competitive advantage.

Aug 22, 2011 4:05 PM
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283 There are too few jobs for young people and a "living wage" of $10/hr is a hard
thing to raise a family on.

Aug 22, 2011 4:00 PM

284 A big problem here may deal with the rising cost of all the training that is
available.  College cost are rising out of reach for many.  Loans are not an
answer in all cases.  The working class does not see a true return on the loans
when there is a shortage of jobs and those that do exsist are so low paying.

Aug 22, 2011 3:53 PM

285 This is always a good idea. Aug 22, 2011 3:38 PM

286 No Fracking Aug 22, 2011 3:32 PM

287 There's always a need for job training and retraining opportunities. Aug 22, 2011 3:07 PM

288 Education is the key, starting with kindergarten. Aug 22, 2011 2:55 PM

289 As an educator, I strongly believe that excellent [montessori?] early childhood
education will have the strongest long-term impact.

Aug 22, 2011 2:49 PM

290 This should be about providing affordable education for in-state students and
raising fees on out of state and foreign students taking advantage of our too-low
tuition for SUNY system.  Perhaps another confusing bullet. Focus on providing
education/training for residents.  Adult ed.  Affordable college tuition.  The bullet
is again confusing, maybe too comprehensive.

Aug 22, 2011 2:49 PM

291 I think a great deal of the loss of young talent is a result of over regulation and
taxation in New York.

Aug 22, 2011 2:20 PM

292 Financial aid for job training and higher education should go with incentives to
stay in New York after training and education are complete.

Aug 22, 2011 2:17 PM

293 We should be giving high school kids more information about job potential within
the business industry at an earlier age - Too many kids are going into education
With the bloated pensions and the extremely favorable health insurance plans
we have created a society that teaches kids it is better to be a chemistry teacher
than it is to be a chemist

Aug 22, 2011 2:03 PM

294 State and local spending on education in NYS is extremely high.  Many students
take their fine educations and go elsewhere because taxes are too high.

Aug 22, 2011 1:56 PM

295 I believe a mismatch of skills and a lack of job clusters (and the lack of
transportation options) strongly impact workforce development.

Aug 22, 2011 1:08 PM

296 As long as the jobs are not gas industry jobs. We need jobs that will be
sustainable over long periods of time and not subject to boom and bust.

Aug 22, 2011 12:58 PM

297 We have made education on all levels more expensive and difficult to obtain for
more and more people.  This trend must be reversed.  Now.

Aug 22, 2011 12:33 PM

298 In particular, the aging of the labor force and the "brain drain." Aug 22, 2011 12:17 PM

299 The quality of work by people in the construction industry varies widely and there
are many doing construction that are not trained to do good quality work.

Aug 22, 2011 11:46 AM
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300 Again, yet another biased question.  This questionnaire gives me yet another
reason to move out of NYS. You're completely ignoring the crucial role of small
farms and small scale agriculture in general.

Aug 22, 2011 11:45 AM

301 To an extent- but I prefer to see funds invested in SUNY rather than short term,
employer driven training programs that are often no more than subsidies for
corporations who are not making a long term commitment to the state.

Aug 22, 2011 11:41 AM

302 Workforce development needs to include the needs of workers as well as
business. Increase health & safety training for employers and employees. Each
item in Workforce development is important and different. Each item should have
its own point.

Aug 22, 2011 11:37 AM

303 The gas industry will need truck drivers mostly, we do not have the number of
drivers they need trained in NYS so the jobs will go to out of state folks mostly.
IBM was engineers with high pay, not the same thing as hydrofracking work.
What we need is to create the kind of jobs that other places have built like in
Delaware with CC companies etc, high paying jobs. Why not build windmills
here? or solar panels etc... educated jobs for educated people. That will make us
all better off.

Aug 22, 2011 11:34 AM

304 The biggest obstacles in this list are the brain drain, declining educational funds,
and lack of job clusters to attract workers (especially to sustainable, green
industry jobs).

Aug 22, 2011 11:23 AM

305 A major problem is that employers no longer provide the necessary training for
jobs. Until 30 years ago, employers did a great deal of skills training for their
jobs. With the just in time mentality, they have come to expect that they will hire
only employees with the right skills. This shifts the burden from employers to
employees for training. This balance needs to be shifted back toward employers.
There are problems with ur school system but that is not the primary problem.

Aug 22, 2011 11:14 AM

306 Education should be a very high priority. These days, education needs
broadband (see above). Quality of workforce depends on education.

Aug 22, 2011 11:07 AM

307 how about a "neutral" selection? Aug 22, 2011 11:02 AM

308 We have several excellent universities in our region, and we should capitalize on
this as a way to expand local new businesses in areas that are forward looking
(sustainable energy, communication) and not backward looking to non-
sustainable resources (fossil fuels).  Specifically we should not jeopardize or
future for the short-term lure of gas extraction, which will come at the expense of
compromising all that is unique and beautiful in this region in terms of scenic
beauty, farming potential, and water resources.

Aug 22, 2011 10:52 AM

309 We need to put more into education locally.  We also have an aging community
and we need to attract younger families to come and stay in the region.

Aug 22, 2011 10:41 AM

310 There should be more focus on green jobs and sustainable industry. Aug 22, 2011 10:33 AM

311 We need jobs so that people will need training. Aug 22, 2011 10:31 AM

312 Actually I believe we have very good education resources, a large pool of
talented workers.  With BCC, SUNY, Alliance for Manufacturing and Technology

Aug 22, 2011 10:27 AM
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we should be able to meet the training needs of prospective businesses in a
variety of fields.  The loss of young adults is a pervasive issue for the upstate
region and we have one of the worst records in the country.  A lack of job
clusters is the major cause.  Of course this is caused by issues discussed above.
We can bridge some of this by leveraging our fine universities and incentive
rates and power contracts.  We still have to address the core issues.

313 good workforce...no money to hire and HUGE workers comp liability in this State Aug 22, 2011 10:20 AM

314 There appears to be a lack of interest from the younger workforce to learn/train
and it is brought into the workplace.  In some aspects it seems that a significant
portion of the potential workforce would rather stay home and not work because
working is not worth their time.

Aug 22, 2011 10:09 AM

315 Loss of Lockheed Martin jobs and long gone IBM jobs have led to significant
brain drain in Southern Tier.

Aug 22, 2011 10:04 AM

316 All thes ideas are just BS but for the education.  We need much more of itand it
needs to be not just white collar but a lot of blue collar.

Aug 22, 2011 10:04 AM

317 Housing should also be addressed in this issue.  Lack of affordable housing
close to work is a direct impact on workforce.

Aug 22, 2011 9:57 AM

318 Ditto. Aug 22, 2011 9:49 AM

319 College is too expensive.  This isn't limited to the Southern Tier.  This is a nation
wide problem.

Aug 22, 2011 9:45 AM

320 I believe this is a concern, but we do have some advantages here - namely
Broome Community College and it's ability to quickly develop industry pecific
training programs.

Aug 22, 2011 9:39 AM

321 We need to be training people and educating people for long-term jobs. Aug 22, 2011 9:37 AM

322 The universities (esp. SUNY Binghamton with its growing focus on technology)
should partner at every opportunity with local and regional workforce agencies.
Although "quick" and "university" may be oxymoronic, they should be prepared
to expeditiously provide new curricula and degree programs for new fields as
well as job retraining.

Aug 22, 2011 9:37 AM

323 No incentive for a young person to stay here unless they have a specialized
education in HealthCare - not much more than that to offer the younger
generation.

Aug 22, 2011 9:30 AM

324 Duplication with Labor Department and Workforce NY. Trim the excess. Aug 22, 2011 9:19 AM

325 AGING OF THE LABOR FORCE If the elders in NYS have left the state due to
health and safety issues, the state government has failed us.  If the young
people have left NYS due to health and safety issues, THE GOVERNMENT HAS
FAILED US.  If all that is left is an aging labor force, the NYS government AND
all it's wisdom is now reaping what it has sowed by ignoring GREEN
environmentally sound policies and mindsets (of it's politicians and
representatives) to promote the great state of NY in a viable productive
community for the AGING LABOR FORCE to have the apprentices of the future

Aug 22, 2011 8:48 AM
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become productive members of their local communities. p.i.8/22/11

326 An aging population.  A population that because of high taxes and high energy
costs are migrating out of the State.  Fix taxes and energy costs and companies
will migrate in, bringing jobs.

Aug 22, 2011 8:29 AM

327 big brain drain here in Broome County with the export of good jobs.  all there is
here work in retail and that doesn't support a vibrant life.  No one stays here if
they can help it.  Major exodus of brains, talent and energy.  This place is really
deadening.

Aug 22, 2011 8:29 AM

328 Not declining education funds, but declining education results. The idiocy of
rewarding people for existing and not rewarding accomplishment kills motivation
and incentive.

Aug 22, 2011 7:13 AM

329 Training for roustabouts to work the rigs and die early deaths from chemical
exposure, limb loss and drug use. I don't think so.

Aug 22, 2011 6:43 AM

330 question is too inclusive Aug 22, 2011 1:12 AM

331 All of these are being addressed.  I believe that the main cause of the problem is
the outsourcing of jobs from the US to other countries because those workers
have been  forced to accepts meager pay.  Fracking would only be a very short
term means of providing employment for a few for a limited time because the gas
supply is finite.  Fracking  will absolutely interfere with the long term goal of a
stable economy/workforce..

Aug 21, 2011 11:51 PM

332 Young people leave the area to find suitable work.  Workforce NY is doing a
good job with services and programs for the unemployed.

Aug 21, 2011 11:02 PM

333 The workforce in the area is severely undertrained, undereducated, and the
available jobs do not attract top people

Aug 21, 2011 10:55 PM

334 Many professional employment opportunities in this area go to individuals who
have retired only to take another job that a younger person (under 60) might be
quite capable in.

Aug 21, 2011 10:51 PM

335 Why does it take years to develop a program at the College level?  We do a
terrible job predicting skills needs at the High School and BOCES level.  We also
need to have more high performing BOCES students for high tech manufacturing
jobs.

Aug 21, 2011 10:07 PM

336 Demographic issues seem to dominate. Choosing the right industries for training
seems also to be a current challenge.

Aug 21, 2011 10:00 PM

337 Our taxes are lower than NY's tax breaks and people are still moving south. Aug 21, 2011 9:57 PM

338 These are the kind of things we can control more or less without politicians. Aug 21, 2011 9:50 PM

339 A highly skilled and educated work force is the key to improving this area. Aug 21, 2011 9:39 PM

340 I agree that SUNY should be strongly funded, and TUITIONS SHOULD BE
AFFORDABLE. I have observed major corruption and waste at BU... needs a
serious audit.

Aug 21, 2011 9:38 PM
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341 I don't think lack of an adequately trained or trainable workforce is a serious
problem. The problem is using the workforce resources already here.

Aug 21, 2011 9:25 PM

342 What business needs? Listen, if NYS is able to attract businesses, workers and
talent will follow. One of the MAIN reasons upstate NY's greatest export is its
educated children is BECAUSE THERE ARE FEW COMPANIES LEFT and no
reason to stay. If there were more engineering, manufacturing and high tech
businesses in upstate, we could keep the people here.

Aug 21, 2011 9:04 PM

343 I feel there should be more funds for education, but I am not sure this is a
workforce development issue.

Aug 21, 2011 8:11 PM

344 If you don't educate people, then don't expect to grow as a state or as a country.
And we are not educating; we are warehousing students.

Aug 21, 2011 7:52 PM

345 I believe government has many programs out there in place to assist, however
one needs to know where to look for the incentives, grants, etc.

Aug 21, 2011 7:26 PM

346 Funding for education should be increasing, not decreasing. This questionaire
was put together by a knee jerk businessman or perhaps a business professor or
a committee of business people who think in knee jerk generalities. You
desperately need people who can think clearly and analytically. If you are to be
the regional planners we are all sunk.

Aug 21, 2011 6:53 PM

347 This is another question that is worded in a confusing manner. The question is a
mix of good and bad factors--for example, you have included "timely training"
and "brain drain." All of the factors are important. Let me focus on the "brain
drain." I was born and raised in Scranton, Pa. and I can promise you that if the
currently green and lovely environment in this area is trashed by shale gas
drilling, the area will lose a lot of talented people who will move away to get a
better quality of life. It will take generations to get them back again. I saw this all
firsthand in Scranton, years ago. I was part of a group of high school friends who
all got college educations and who all left Scranton to work elsewhere, in large
part because of the mess left behind by coal. The same thing is going to happen
here if the gas industry comes to town--there may be a short boom, but it will be
followed by a bust that will overwhelm all other efforts to make the area more
attractive to new businesses, college graduates, and skilled laborers who could
find work in many other regions.

Aug 21, 2011 6:41 PM

348 Invest in our workers Aug 21, 2011 6:39 PM

349 We especially need training and apprenticeships in "green jobs," such as
weatherization, organic farming and animal husbandry, winemaking, solar
installation, public transporation, etc. This is another reason to support and
strengthen our schools.

Aug 21, 2011 6:36 PM

350 Upstate NY has been in decline for many years, however when I speak with
people here many middle-aged and older mention the weather, which sometimes
outweighs tangible benefits. For young people it is particularly difficult to find a
multitude of career opportunities.

Aug 21, 2011 6:26 PM

351 Once again "aging" "brain drain" "lack" "mismatch" "declining" - who would think
these were good things? The question answers itself through its bias. A better
question would use less pejorative terms if it was really attempting to find out

Aug 21, 2011 6:18 PM
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what people thought about the workforce.

352 Community Colleges in the region provide training opportunities tailored to
business needs

Aug 21, 2011 6:12 PM

353 Training also to meet community and regional needs; training in renewable
energy/green jobs

Aug 21, 2011 6:12 PM

354 Education reform has to happen from nursery school on; by the time people are
adults, it's too late. Invest in K-12 education, and the other problems will take
care of themselves with an educated population that is able to think critically and
creatively.

Aug 21, 2011 5:35 PM

355 I believe we have the capacities to train local workers and to attract qualified
individuals,

Aug 21, 2011 4:43 PM

356 This is not a major impediment to our economic welfare. Aug 21, 2011 4:37 PM

357 particularly declining education funds Aug 21, 2011 4:25 PM

358 students need to understand job opportunities and educational requirements
needed to do these jobs.  More encouragement to take science, math &
technology at secondary level.

Aug 21, 2011 3:58 PM

359 If there are no jobs due to national recession/depression and outsourcing of
manufacturing, no amount of training, etc. will help people find employment.

Aug 21, 2011 3:41 PM

360 Of course everyone must be in favor of work force development.  The question
is,  who pays for it?  If the gas industry wants to train workers,  they should use
the money they saved by cheating people on their leases and flipping those
leases to foreign oil interests for mega profits.

Aug 21, 2011 3:08 PM

361 Helping individuals with disabilities become more employable would also be
helpful.

Aug 21, 2011 3:03 PM

362 We must catch the wave of "green" industry and energy conservation. Aug 21, 2011 2:32 PM

363 Not a penny of resources should be spent on developing workforce for the gas
drilling industry! At least a simple majority of people in the region want no part of
this industry or what it would bring to the Southern Tier. The people have been
telling you this. You have not been listening.

Aug 21, 2011 2:25 PM

364 I am worried about cuts to public education at every level, from Pre-K to SUNY
universities.  I don't see how reducing essential prevention services for young
children will help our economy in the long run when volumes of research shows
the opposite.  Same for cuts to Community Colleges, increases in tuition, etc.

Aug 21, 2011 2:00 PM

365 We have world class higher education here, from community colleges to 4 year
colleges and universities. We have good public schools for the most part, though
the quality is uneven.   We have the educational resources, though more are
needed. We're not exploiting them well.

Aug 21, 2011 1:39 PM

366 Due to the way my life path has developed I am fairly ignorant to many of these
issues.  They do, though, appear to be a major issue.

Aug 21, 2011 12:38 PM
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367 I've been told that half of job applicants fail their drug test.  Many employers
cannot find people who want to work or have a good work ethic.  It seems that
these are the primay issues at least for very small businesses like mine.

Aug 21, 2011 10:11 AM

368 I dont believe this is an area where the state can make effective change. I
believe the employers & businesses are better suited to this challenge.

Aug 21, 2011 8:37 AM

369 To advance to the next century, and the end of fossil fuels, we need to develop a
workforce trained in renewable energy.

Aug 20, 2011 3:48 PM

370 Put welfare recipients to work or make their presence more productive to the
community

Aug 20, 2011 2:08 PM

371 We used to claim to have an amazing talent pool because of IBM, and of all of
the workers laid off from IBM.  That was 30 years ago.  Those people have
moved on with their lives.  I fear that we don't have much of an available talent
pool of unemployed workers qualified for much more than working at one of our
many dollar stores.

Aug 20, 2011 11:59 AM

372 The trade unions do a very good job of training people in the building trades.
Colleges and universities do a good job of training accountants and scientists
and the like. BCC and BU have great nursing programs.

Aug 20, 2011 10:55 AM

373 The problem that is developing our workplace is the high cost of education. I
spent $220,000 for two of my children so far. The teachers are paid too much.
Something has to give heree because it's creating the haves and the have nots
(The rich and the poor.) If the economy crashes then the loans will default
anyhow so better lower those teacher wages quick and lower tuition costs. I went
to Broome Community College for $375 a semester and my 3rd daughter is
paying close to $3000 and $800 for books alone??? Something rotten in demark.
Why are we trying to profit from the education system if it detracts from training
workers for industry? Corporations are going to have to take over the education
sytem perhaps to train their own future workers? There's an idea if the public
can't get it done. Perhaps students can go to classes in the workplace and work
part time in the factory to pay for it. Better that than going home to empy homes
because parents working have two jobs to make ends meet due to inflation.
Another thing, How are todays children going to learn when they are conversing
on cell phones compter social networking sites, drinking, druging, and sexting.
Good luck on that. This country is going to take a big fall. Time to create
mandatory drug testing for students and ship drug dealers out of the country.
three strikes and your out. Stop the mamby pamby mentality.

Aug 20, 2011 10:25 AM

374 If the gas industry gains control in the Southern Tier, the brain drain will be even
greater. Already many intelligent qualified people are preparing to leave the
area. The day that the Southern Tier is opened for gas drilling is the day we will
see an exodus of people who have both the money and the good sense to move.
The poorest will be left to deal with health and quality of life effects and their
children will inherit the bust that will follow the temporary boom.

Aug 20, 2011 9:03 AM

375 There has to be jobs at the end of the training/development pipeline.  Since the
nation has been shipping jobs overseas with regularity, what good is training?.

Aug 20, 2011 6:25 AM

376 Because of corporate rule, meeting business needs means serving the interests
of corporate greed, not serving the true needs of our people. Many of these

Aug 19, 2011 11:58 PM
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people are unable to see the big picture and buy into this corporate plan that will
lead to their long-term demise.

377 We need to bring the gas companies in for the revenue. They will take some of
the burden off tax payers, and help land owners pay their property taxes. Help
ones like us laid-off to pay our bills, and not lose our home.

Aug 19, 2011 10:36 PM

378 All are critical but one is missing and that is retraining the younger population
that working for a living is what life is all about. Yes, productive jobs are needed
but attitude adjustments are needed more.

Aug 19, 2011 9:58 PM

379 We have an over-educated workforce in many respects, with many college
graduates unable to find work in their chosen fields, ultimately remaining
unemployed or underemployed and often living with family and struggling to pay
college loans.  We lack people with the "blue collar" skills to fill the demand for
workers in the trades, truck drivers and natural gas industry-related positions (yet
our high schools continue to discourage students from pursuing these skills and
career paths).

Aug 19, 2011 9:38 PM

380 There is a practical role for education, but we have been de-emphasizing civics,
government, and history to the point that our citizen's ability to participate in our
democracy is compromised.

Aug 19, 2011 9:35 PM

381 these things are the responsibility of the business owner Aug 19, 2011 6:38 PM

382 We have the education infrastructure.  Great public high schools, great
community college, first class public university.  we need jobs for the kids to go
to and we need to give them easier transportation to places kids want to go
(NYC & down south)

Aug 19, 2011 6:01 PM

383 We need to implement a program to encourage business to remain in the state
and more important in our country!

Aug 19, 2011 5:52 PM

384 enhanced apprenticeship programs Aug 19, 2011 5:30 PM

385 Perhaps a 3 year tax holiday for new and developing business would attract new
businesses and increase jobs in the region. -just a thought.

Aug 19, 2011 5:04 PM

386 Largest issue I see is for hands on labor a there are many that do not finish high
school.  We need more hands on programs for the people who can not or will not
seek higher education.  If not we just continue to add to the welfare rolls.  Wages
have to be based on ability and if people can not think on their feet the wages
will always remain low unless they happen to land a public sector job.

Aug 19, 2011 4:48 PM

387 We need to encourage local businesses, and provide training in how to create
and start up businesses.  The Raymond Corporation in Greene is a perfect
example of a locally grown business.  We need more of this type of
development, rather than chasing smoke stacks from major corporations who
can move their operations at the drop of a hat.

Aug 19, 2011 4:43 PM

388 No set goals to define where we want the state to be in 5 years. Do we focus on
technology?What about the natural gas

Aug 19, 2011 4:09 PM

389 While we have loci of well-educated people right around our educational Aug 19, 2011 3:45 PM
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instititutions and in our cities, our rural populations are not well-prepared for the
modern workforce.

390 Just like the good die young, the good are all gone!  The only thing NYS has
exported over the last 10 years is the young.

Aug 19, 2011 3:15 PM

391 I still beleive we have a great workforce in the area. We tarvel to other states to
do work, and have found the local labor force to be one of the most productive.

Aug 19, 2011 3:03 PM

392 Maybe I just want to believe the brain drain and loss of young people seeking
work elsewhere hasn't pushed us over some line of critical mass but we once
had job clusters here.  Certainly we're at risk for all the things listed here.

Aug 19, 2011 2:45 PM

393 What is left from the exodus is questionable at best! Aug 19, 2011 2:25 PM

394 Lack of work ethic is becoming a major issue in addition to the above. Aug 19, 2011 2:16 PM

395 I think you`ve got it. Aug 19, 2011 1:46 PM

396 Education, both formal and adult informal, is our one of NY's competitive
advantages.

Aug 19, 2011 1:30 PM

Page 3, Q5.  <b>Business Capital/Lack of Quality Buildings.</b>  This includes lack of early stage capital for
technology-based start-ups;  lack of venture capital; low interest loans; funds for commercial reutilization; lack of
financial incentives; lack of quality industrial/commercial buildings; lack of sh...

1 Our biggest challenge in locating in the Ithaca area - virtually no suitable factory
or manufacturing space.  Local rents very much higher than other regions.

Sep 15, 2011 10:50 PM

2 Pathetic lack of arts venues. Sep 15, 2011 10:48 PM

3 Any good business would be willing to construct a building, if business conditions
were favorable.

Sep 15, 2011 5:06 PM

4 Ban High Volume Hydraulic Fracturing (HVHF) for natural gas from New York
State. We must protect our economy from the boom/bust disaster that HVHF
would create. We must protect our air and water from the industrial pollution
which HVHF would create. We must work toward becoming more energy
efficient. We must work to stabilize our quickly changing climate by actively
working toward the creation and use of renewable sources of energy and leave
the unconventional fossil fuels in the ground.

Sep 15, 2011 4:29 PM

5 TCAD works to utilize what we have in this area.  I am unsure about the details
of this area.

Sep 15, 2011 2:20 PM

6 Loss of the Empire Zone Program has hurt the competitiveness of urban areas
vs. suburban greenfields and hurts smart growth efforts; this may have
deleterious effects for many years to come. Area needs steady ED promotion
coordinated with State I Love NY marketing.

Sep 15, 2011 12:36 PM
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7 We have plenty of good buildings.  Unfortunately, the laws make it such that we
cannot use those buildings without expensive improvements.  Only millionaires
and millionaire companies can afford the fixes!

Sep 14, 2011 9:12 AM

8 We have plenty of brownfields and empty buildings.  These should be used.  It is
ridiculous to try to develope more business parks and use up green space.  Our
natural environment, open space and beauty are a huge asset.  We should use
them to attract people here and not destroy them.

Sep 13, 2011 8:50 PM

9 ADAPTIVE REUSE OF EXISTING STRUCTURES IS THE KEY.
PARTICULARLY, BEAUTIFUL HISTORIC STRUCTURES LIKE THE MANY
THAT WE HAVE DESTROYED.

Sep 13, 2011 8:01 PM

10 agree except for building empty buildings Sep 13, 2011 5:18 PM

11 Especially the retention and reinvention of our historic structures to meet these
needs.

Sep 13, 2011 5:14 PM

12 I like the area out by the Elmira Airport. Near airport, near interstate, nice
layout.........

Sep 13, 2011 10:40 AM

13 If I have a business idea / model, and I can develop a sound business plan, I'm
able to take my ideas to a local bank for financing.  Too many business and
betting on success at the expense of governement.  Sure, you can rehab an
area to lure in start ups, but, why should the taxpayer be held responsible if it
fails?  Governemnt is not a bank.  Banks are banks and they are in the business
of making money.  If it's a bad business plan, the bank will not loan the dollars.

Sep 13, 2011 8:45 AM

14 Buildings will follow capital; capital will follow true entrepreneurs.  The problem is
identifying genuine entrepreneurs with genuinely good ideas.

Sep 13, 2011 8:36 AM

15 I could grow my business but it would entail a lot more personnel  now it just got
difficult.

Sep 12, 2011 10:36 PM

16 Make businesses and people want to come to the southern tier.  We have a
major expressway from PA to Canada and from Ohio to Albany & NYC. In most
location in NYS you can drive within a few hours to a major city for business or
entertainment. Create more incentives.

Sep 12, 2011 10:21 PM

17 I find most people who lack capital and apply or low interest loans usually lack a
solid business plan.  I have seen businesses with a business plan that resulted
in them paying employees using their personal credit card. Bad planning.  When
they were told this was not a solid business plan,ty bullied local officials until they
gave in in the loan.  Guess who was closed 3 months later.

Sep 12, 2011 9:34 PM

18 many vacant buildings Sep 12, 2011 8:52 PM

19 its easy to build things... just get the parasites off long enough to move around
fluidly

Sep 12, 2011 8:41 PM

20 I provided no multiple-choice answer to this question because I agree with some
parts of it and disagree with others.  I think one of the main things this region has
going for it is a lot of lovely historical architecture which should be preserved. As
far as incentives are concerned, if I were opening a new business, I wouldn't site

Sep 12, 2011 2:22 PM
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it here unless it was something to do with gas drilling--there's too much
uncertainty about how drilling will affect the area. I certainly wouldn't open a
business that relied on skilled/educated workers, tourism, presence of young
families, etc. since drilling threatens all of that.   I think that it is a mistake to give
huge tax breaks to businesses that are not locally owned. I think this area has a
history of putting too many eggs in one basket (e.g. EJ & IBM), which is one of
the reasons why gas drilling is a bad idea. I think the area should be working on
building a sustainable, environmentally friendly, diversified local economy,
because the regions that get ahead on that count are the ones that will do well
over the next 100 years. This sustainable, diversified economy may take longer
to build, but once built, it is likely to be far more resilient and less open to
boom/bust cycles.

21 The business parks are popping up everywhere and old factories are here in
Central NY. You need to keep some manufaturing in America to have any
growth in this area of NY state

Sep 12, 2011 10:39 AM

22 Our region needs capital to promote creative ideas that environmentally friendly,
forward thinking and sustainable jobs.

Sep 11, 2011 9:53 PM

23 Agree to a point Business capital is very important, etc. The "Build it and They
Will Come", sounds like fishing expedition. NYC land acquisition program?

Sep 11, 2011 1:26 AM

24 Shovel ready business park available in Schuyler County...never used!  Old
buildings need to be made energy efficient and new buildings need to be built
with  LEED process involved.

Sep 10, 2011 2:47 PM

25 Keep the focus on small business and not giant outside corporations. Sep 10, 2011 10:13 AM

26 Again, the question is unfair ... while there is apparently a lack of early stage
capital (or an unwillingness to risk that capital on the part of those that have it),
there are empty/shell buildings all over upstate western NY that could be utilized
for other purposes.

Sep 9, 2011 10:05 AM

27 There are a number of existing vacated buildings that can be rented or
purchased & renovated for new business purposes without the expenditure of
constructing new buildings.

Sep 8, 2011 9:39 PM

28 Depends on objectives and the uses to which such facilities would be put. Sep 8, 2011 4:40 PM

29 Focus what is already built / available.  We do not need to splinter our funds
further building more parks in areas that will never attract tenants.  NY State
must make it more favorable for companies to stay in NY.  When they do, the
VCs and other factors will follow.  NYC land acquisition is of no importance to
me.

Sep 8, 2011 3:36 PM

30 Hold the banking industry accountable for the economic meltdown, prosecute the
corporate scum who profited on the many convoluted unethical financial
schemes and get investment dollars to businesses that will keep their employees
and profits in this country!

Sep 8, 2011 1:08 PM

31 We need environmentally friendly, solar and wind powered buildings.  Solve the
energy problem without destroying the environment, and you have made this
region immensely attractive to businesses and homeowners.  Natural gas is

Sep 8, 2011 12:58 PM
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going to lead to so many other problems, I don't see how the Cuomo
Administration thinks it is a solution.

32 No fracking. Sep 8, 2011 12:55 PM

33 For years we have spent $1 billion+ on grants to business and gotten little in
return -- where's the jobs?

Sep 8, 2011 11:33 AM

34 There seem to be a lot of loans and incentives out there - but maybe they are not
well-aimed. They should be very explicitly tied to actual creation of living wage
jobs.

Sep 8, 2011 10:55 AM

35 Also includes lack of land and buildings for affordable housing development. Sep 8, 2011 9:31 AM

36 The absence of capital is directly correlated to the environment for business.  If
you make the environment more friendly, venture capital will follow.

Sep 8, 2011 7:30 AM

37 Make it easier for small businesses. Sep 7, 2011 1:30 PM

38 The possibilities are there.  People with drive and vision cannot be provided by
government--they have to create themselves.

Sep 7, 2011 9:28 AM

39 I don't think this is a fundamental problem but rather, a symptom. Clearly there
are other reasons for not investing in the southern tire.

Sep 6, 2011 7:25 PM

40 Too narrow focus.  Early stage capital for all start ups -- our opportunity is more
than tech based startups; it's about creating a local food and farming industry, an
eco-tourism tourist industry, a sustainable wine industry,  a regional green
transformation industry, a regional renewable energy industry instead of
business as usual, i.e., same old stuff with silver plating to make it shine
temporarily.  Yes tech based is part of the equation but we need to think in terms
of diversity of economic activity and create/enable capital and intellectual across
a spectrum; new opportunity will require slow money capital markets; we need to
move away from the greed of the quick tech dollar...   We need to get clear on
our tradeoffs.  Not all industries are good for each other.   How many people go
to the Texas oil fields to vacation?  Choose the primary industries to invest in...
Wine, Local Food and Farming, and Tourism can't be on equal footing with Gas.
Just imagine the German castle Neuschwanstein with a gas derrick sticking
out...  Tourism is tourism; industrialization is industrialization.

Sep 6, 2011 4:18 PM

41 I have little knowlege here, except to encourage brownfield development and to
be sure that development is not at the expense of our truly great natural
resources.

Sep 5, 2011 9:22 PM

42 Venture capital is available to people who need it in nys. However, the conditions
for success are very poor due to the hostile business environment in nys. Hence,
without a positive business environment (fewer regs and taxes) business capital
and buildings are irrelevent.

Sep 5, 2011 12:55 PM

43 We have buildings but have lost the industries. Sep 5, 2011 3:24 AM

44 Yes, but keep the companies as locally/regionally-based as possible. Having
family in Massachusetts, I have seen business parks come and go, but
destroying green space forever. Please build on regional strengths and mandate

Sep 5, 2011 12:23 AM
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LONG-term commitment from companies that get "breaks" (PILOTs, etc) Global
companies, even ones based in the US, often leave once the tax incentives go
away.

45 Impossible to find affordable business space in ithaca area- rents are too high
and zoning too restrictive, older industrial buildings have all been torn down for
or covnerted into student housing

Sep 4, 2011 10:45 PM

46 Business capital can be used for the wrong thing such as developing business
such as the hydrofracking which will damage the communities.

Sep 4, 2011 8:51 PM

47 If we do a good job identifying our strengths, we will naturally find investment
capital and initial infrastructure. Every business starts out with less than perfect
buildings. The idea is to have a good idea, not just a bunch of big industry. Our
strengths have been demonstrated in areas of farming, tourism, higher
education, health care, and newer sustainable energy and transportation
models. We are in a time of careful weighing of options. But again, let us not
shoot ourselves first.

Sep 4, 2011 7:29 PM

48 Stop Spending MONEY!! Sep 4, 2011 4:32 PM

49 we have a lot of infrastructure but it needs to be upgraded to but into modern
use.

Sep 4, 2011 11:38 AM

50 For God's sake, when are you going to tear down those old EJ buildings in
Johnson City?  They are a major announcement to anyone driving by that this
area is in a major economic free-fall.  No one can tell me that those buildings are
salvageable.  If they were, someone would have bought them.

Sep 3, 2011 9:49 PM

51 Lack of DEC funding and staff. You want to see business booming-Lift the ban
on Marcellus. Everyone will benefit-businesses, laborers, state,
landowners,localities,schools,all citizens!!!!!!!!!

Sep 3, 2011 8:08 PM

52 Once again = we must come to the basic goal of what is important for the
country and then see that it can be funded by all segments.

Sep 3, 2011 7:35 PM

53 Missing in this question is the elephant in the living room.  Gas development
needs no government start-up funds or loan guarantees.  All it needs is
regulatory certainty.  Given that,and provided it is not punative or OVERLY
excessive, you have an industry that will pump $ into the local economy for
decades to come.

Sep 3, 2011 1:35 PM

54 Where are the community development banks with small entity lending
programs? So many unemployed folks must create their own incomes since
corporate entities and businesses are hoarding cash reserves rather than
employing community members and thus cannot be expected to contribute to job
creation. Lots of people have great ideas for small scale regionally based
businesses and services but do not have access to minimal start-up
capitalization.

Sep 3, 2011 10:22 AM

55 WIthout business and taxes collected from them, we bare the brunt - especially
true in Tompkins where Cornell (a non-profit) is the major employer and
landowner.

Sep 3, 2011 7:55 AM
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56 Again, stay out of the economic development of a perticular region.  Government
consistently misallocates resources, the future is in the risks of private capital, if
the need is there it will be built, don't waste capital in the hands of those who
don't have a personal stack in their success or faliure.  It works when the
decision makers have their own futures on the line, not someone who just thinks
its a good idea and aside from some personal shame losses nothing.

Sep 2, 2011 2:44 PM

57 Lack of investment capital in central NY is the single biggest impediment to
economic growth in the region. Buildings are not an issue. They will follow the
activity.

Sep 2, 2011 1:40 PM

58 To its credit Southern Tier Economic Growth (STEG) has helped to secure low
interest loans for some businesses in our area.

Sep 2, 2011 1:14 PM

59 not sure what this question is asking...i do hope we can offer loans to start-ups
and to those struggling....it could be on a local/regional basis like "KIVA"  micro-
loans or larger ones where locals support locals

Sep 2, 2011 11:44 AM

60 Elmira has reveiced 1.4 million for the promenade project. It has basicallly
exceeded the budget. I am concerend that we will not be able to fully complete
the project as envisioned and that adequate funding is not available for the
construction of new buildings.and repair or teardown of older buildings that
would be too cost prohibitive to renovate.

Sep 2, 2011 8:41 AM

61 Banks are not incentivized to give business loans when the Federal government
gives them no interest loans which they can reinvest in Treasury Bonds.  Thus
banks are overly cautious regarding consumer and business loans.

Sep 2, 2011 7:03 AM

62 Financial incentives are given to large companies who desert the area as soon
as the incentives are used up, and not enough money is being pumped into the
growth of the small business--the mom and pop grocery, the corner drugstore,
the repair shop, the small manufacturer, etc.

Sep 1, 2011 9:58 PM

63 tHE SOUTHERN TIER IS MOSTLY RURAL AND AGRICULTURE, YET TAXES
ARE BASED ON SALES VALUES, WHICH ARE BEING DRIVEN BYOUT OF
STATE INVESTORS INTERESTED IN RECREATIONAL AND MINERAL
SPECULATION

Sep 1, 2011 8:28 PM

64 you cannot be parasitic and expect the world to accomodate you without a
mutual benefit or something in return. if the ecosystems fail we both do.

Sep 1, 2011 7:53 PM

65 Don't know much about what is available, but if money is spent wisely and there
is accountability (e.g. jobs actually created), these seem like good things.

Sep 1, 2011 5:56 PM

66 Keep NY government out of the picture. The state track record speaks for itself.
Less involvement and rules will breed a stronger private sector.

Sep 1, 2011 5:53 PM

67 funds go to high political areas Sep 1, 2011 3:49 PM

68 See comments under Question 4. Sep 1, 2011 3:32 PM

69 Not  a problem - lack of business parks.  Many existing are empty.  Problem -
Lack of entrepreneurship training from high school on so as to develop small
businesses.

Sep 1, 2011 1:45 PM
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70 MOVE GAS DRILLING AHEAD IN NEW YORK STATE NOW.  VENTURE
CAPITAL AND LOCAL PEOPLE WITH DISPOSABLE INCOME WILL CREATE
NEW COMPANIES & JOBS.

Sep 1, 2011 1:27 PM

71 Where ? lack of? Its non-existent. Sep 1, 2011 10:59 AM

72 We need to rescue existing building stock of all kinds rather than build new
industrial buildings.

Sep 1, 2011 10:06 AM

73 Across the southern tier, there are plent of brownfields ripe for redevelopment. Sep 1, 2011 9:04 AM

74 Whole survey is poorly constructed. It is like asking 'Do you approve of
motherhod.'

Sep 1, 2011 7:04 AM

75 However, we must remain mindful of getting too involved in the belief that gov't
creates the business climate.  Opportunity knows no state boundary, reduce
mandates & compulsory burdens (tax rates), along w/ reduced spending, cost
control on public works; NY state is beautiful, opportunity will settle where it's
least disturbed.

Aug 31, 2011 3:48 PM

76 I don't think this is a big problem in our area with the amount of decent buildings
with no tenants.

Aug 31, 2011 2:52 PM

77 Lack of centralized business within our towns and cities. We somewhat miss out
on the ripple effect of serving the business-restaurants, services etc. I was very
impressed with Bethleham PA revitalization. Binghamtom U move to downtown
is helping the city I feel

Aug 31, 2011 10:38 AM

78 Provide longterm lower taxes without cross subsidies from some other sector
and provide access to start up capital while ensuring the revieving party provides
economic benefit to the community.

Aug 31, 2011 8:52 AM

79 We should be thinking about how to creatively re-use buildings that are standing
empty. The question implies we must build new. If so, we need also to fund the
removal of big box stores that aren't likely to be leased, and industrial buildings
that are unsightly and will become unsafe over time.

Aug 31, 2011 1:45 AM

80 lack of financial incentives Aug 31, 2011 12:57 AM

81 need to look at multi ue areas instead of restricted zoning. Aug 30, 2011 10:14 PM

82 Tech transfer from our universities could be optimized with increased business
capital.

Aug 30, 2011 4:11 PM

83 There's plenty of business capital for good ideas. Aug 30, 2011 3:57 PM

84 Incentives for reutilization of commercial/industrial real estate should be a target
approach for businesses getting “special” treatment.  High efficiency buildings
should be the norm for all new construction.

Aug 30, 2011 2:55 PM

85 Technology centers are needed in the downtowns of our cities, close to rail
connections and urban housing that attracts the young entrepreneurial class.
Buildings for new business and manufacturing should not be located on the sub-
urban fringe, far from workers and urban amenities. Green industry and modern

Aug 30, 2011 1:53 PM
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manufacturing can be located in cities, unlike the smokestack industry of the
past. Incentivise urban tech centers, with space for research, prototyping, small
start ups, and medium sized companies. Low cost energy is a great incentive, as
would be lower cost health care.

86 NYC land acquisition in the Southern Tier?  Perhaps our region is too large to
work as a unit?  This sounds like a sub-region level issue, as we in the western
area are not involved.

Aug 30, 2011 1:14 PM

87 Southern Tier has many empty office and industrial buildings! Aug 30, 2011 12:39 PM

88 Small businesses are well known to be the base of any economic engine.  The
largest impediment to starting a small business is health care security.  Once this
is removed, the other faucets will be able to open, because there will be
demand.

Aug 30, 2011 11:15 AM

89 It seems that incentives only goes to Boscovs and hotels.  Like I said earlier we
need more skilled jobs in this area.

Aug 30, 2011 10:03 AM

90 Government should get out of business start-up support unless strong
performance requirements by business are attached.

Aug 30, 2011 9:41 AM

91 Location, Location, Location.  If the sites are ready, large enough, convenient to
the interstate, and the tax climate is favorable, companies will knock on your
door to get in.  The bottom line has to be better than the guys next door, or the
zone next door, or the state next door....  Make yourself known - For ten years
reduce the regional corporate tax rate to zero, and give new businesses a deal
that the first five hundred employees will pay no property taxes for ten years.  Do
something audacious!  If we continue to do the same things we've always done,
we'll achieve the same results we've always achieved.

Aug 29, 2011 9:17 PM

92 get NYC out of our area. They own Delaware county and try to keep it primitive
just so they don't have to spend money for water filtration.

Aug 29, 2011 7:19 PM

93 I think this is an issue, but it's largely overstated.  Good businesses do get
funding, bad businesses blame the region.

Aug 29, 2011 4:43 PM

94 lack of incubators for technology based start ups Aug 29, 2011 3:23 PM

95 New York City does not need to acquire more of our lands.  They have taken
enough from us and we have not gotten any benefit from it.  They seem to think
our area is their own playground and we shoud bow to them.  Let them clean up
their own areas and their own water.

Aug 29, 2011 2:12 PM

96 There are many empty buildings of all sizes in our area. We need to be more
marketable but people need a reason to come here and to stay.

Aug 29, 2011 1:23 PM

97 I say if somebody has such a great business plan, let them go to a bank for
financing.  The government is not a bank and should never have gotten into the
business of banking.  So many of these deals have fallen through and the
"entrepreneurs" get away with a bunch of free money and don't create the jobs
they promise.

Aug 29, 2011 8:21 AM

98 Review tax incentives and early stage capital awards closely so business do not Aug 29, 2011 8:15 AM
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relocate after their subsidy has expired

99 We need access to low-interest loans to help entrepreneurs creating local
enterprises focused on food and energy security.

Aug 29, 2011 12:31 AM

100 Communities ponying up investment money is foolish.  NYS has been doing that
for decades.  Provide superior infrastructue and a flexible/trainable workforce to
assist companies in  finding investment money from sources who are in the
profit/risk business.

Aug 28, 2011 9:55 PM

101 Too many old structures that could have been  remodeled and used, now most
need demo.

Aug 28, 2011 9:42 PM

102 We do not have enough incentives, venture captital and low interest loans for
developing alternative energies. Let's get going, folks! Time is of the essence!

Aug 28, 2011 9:28 PM

103 Cut taxes, regulations & reduce the number of "Civil Service" employees to the
average of other States will do far better good than any Govt.program.

Aug 28, 2011 4:50 PM

104 See #2 & #3 above. Aug 28, 2011 4:04 PM

105 There are plenty of unused buildings that could be used. Aug 28, 2011 3:02 PM

106 we have no buildings to offer hight tech companies, all will need new
construction

Aug 28, 2011 12:10 PM

107 What we have here are many old buildings. Many of them seem to be owned by
people who are just happy to let them sit and rot. (example: 1 Page  Ave in
Endicott). We purchased and fixed up a small one for our business and getting
the loan thru one of the economic development agencies was a nightmare!

Aug 28, 2011 12:02 PM

108 I think there are lots of buildings that could be rehabbed into incubator space, but
the lack of capital to do so, and a shortage of venture capital hampers any
startup effort as much as the lack of other infrastructure.

Aug 28, 2011 11:54 AM

109 The Southern Tier seems to be invisible to angels and venture capital. Aug 28, 2011 10:10 AM

110 Again, lack of industrial land and business parks. Aug 27, 2011 11:24 PM

111 The banks must loosen the purse strings as part of any recovery. Aug 27, 2011 10:14 PM

112 What is needed is not more capital dumped onto inappropriate and ineffective
projects, but restraint and good judgement used to determine where moneys
spent actually work towards building better future economics for the region or
area. Not just benefiting a few, specific peoples or industries. And it shouldn't
have to be huge funding, but maybe loan assitance if there is assurance that
jobs and economic benefit will be created from it.

Aug 27, 2011 5:01 PM

113 I agree with:     lack of early stage capital for technology-based start-ups;      lack
of venture capital;     funds for commercial reutilization;  I disagree with     lack of
quality industrial/commercial buildings;      lack of business parks;   Does "NYC
land acquisition program" refer to the NYC watershed??

Aug 27, 2011 4:37 PM

114 I agree and disagree.  The Triple Cities has/had many buildings that would have Aug 27, 2011 4:14 PM
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supported new business start ups.  All the companies that sub-contracted work
for IBM before they flushed us down the toilet were up to standard and could
have been used for many new business opportunities if NY weren't so tax
hungry and have such an unfriendly, unwelcoming perceived environment.

115 See property tax comment above Aug 27, 2011 1:09 PM

116 This is an area that I believe would change drastically if drilling were to get
started in the marcellas shale

Aug 27, 2011 8:12 AM

117 I marked "disagree" because there's a nice "shell building" in Sidney that has
been vacant for years.  We don't need any more of these.  However, your
question also asks about "business capital" and "lack of venture capital".  If
you're talking about, say, providing venture capital to a LOCAL RESIDENT who
wants to, for instance, start up a small wrought iron workshop to make quality
handmade items to sell locally and eventually market in NYC, I'm all for it.  I think
businesses like this could make up for the LAP you also mention in your
question.  However, Albany is likely to think of "venture capital" as going to the
next Bill Gates of NY.  Again, we don't need venture capital going to the next
"local" electronics manufacturer who will only end up being bought out by a
Foreign Corporate Megalith and then closed out, forming another "shell building".
See the pattern?

Aug 27, 2011 7:49 AM

118 Government should encourage private sector investment by leaving capital in the
system.  The wasteful nature of government administration of funds is an
impediment to long term economic growth.  Reduce the tax burden on
development money.  The one place I see positive influence from government is
in the provisions for incubator building and like support for start-ups.  This
encourages small businesses to develop without huge upfront costs.

Aug 27, 2011 7:42 AM

119 We seem to always have buildings that are abandoned or property that is left to
deteriorate neighborhoods incentive to reuse and renovate.

Aug 26, 2011 11:52 PM

120 WHO WOULD INVEST THEIR OWN CAPITAL IS THIS ENVIRONMENT.
STATE PROGRAMS/INCENTIVES ARE WELFARE/BRIBERY FOR
COMPANIES TO LOCATE HERE AGAINST THEIR BETTER JUDGEMENT!

Aug 26, 2011 10:16 PM

121 greed has led manufacturers to flee to slave wage countries, leaving devasted
communities and no infratructure.  this is capitalism in action.

Aug 26, 2011 9:49 PM

122 there are plenty of building for factories. look what is going on in syracuse ny Aug 26, 2011 9:43 PM

123 We have so much empty, functional space that I am surprised that you are even
posing this as a question.

Aug 26, 2011 8:00 PM

124 You go to a bank today for a loan and they want every drop of blood in your
body. Been in business since 1975 never missed a payment in my life. This is
the worse its ever been

Aug 26, 2011 7:32 PM

125 If I understand the question correctly, it's the economy in general for lack of
business capital. Many people who would want to go into business are either
afraid due to the high risk or they just do not have the funds.

Aug 26, 2011 7:17 PM

126 The banks do not give LOANS, LEASES, etc.. to properties with a frack well, that Aug 26, 2011 4:44 PM
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ALSO INCLUDES PROPERTIES ADJOINING fracked properties. People are
forced to leave their land due to lack of water, they cannot sell their land. So the
state must take over the property and it comes off the tax roles

127 A complementary lack is in the technical support that can help guide these
young companies to success (and do it in upstate).

Aug 26, 2011 3:52 PM

128 Fracking will interfere with mortagage lending by most banks in the area. Aug 26, 2011 3:51 PM

129 We need to stop tearing down existing buildings and doing greenfield
development here - we have plenty of facilities - they might need updating or
rehabilitation. But building on spec is wasteful.

Aug 26, 2011 3:38 PM

130 Wow. What a mish mash of issues. I agree that some are obstacles to economic
development and others are not. The survey form does not allow for any
distinction. I don't see how any strategic effort can be successful if it proposes to
treat all of these issues equally in some way.

Aug 26, 2011 1:56 PM

131 There is no shortage of buildings we have an over abundance of empty
commercial space.  We dump financial incentives on businesses but tax the h*ll
out of existing business and residents.  Yes, venture capital and loans need to
open up, but let's avoid more failed economic programs that just shift tax
burdens...

Aug 26, 2011 1:48 PM

132 Unless New York is willing to turn its citizenz into 4th worl wage slave technology
manufacture can't compet. Smell the roses unles NAFTA is repealed it ain't
gonna happen.

Aug 26, 2011 1:23 PM

133 There should be more awareness about any available loans for businesses.
Business owners work 24/7, they do not have time to do all of the research on
available loans. ESDC should be going to the local businesses or mailing them
information about available grants.

Aug 26, 2011 1:06 PM

134 I don't feel we need any financial incentives for "big business"   We need to end
finacial loopholes and tax evasion methods that allow corporations to organize
offshore and socialize their expenses while privatizing profits.   We don't need
new business parks, or big box business.  we need incentives for local stores,
local schools, local small business (1-20 employees).   We need to get small,
and get local.  There are plenty of small buildings and storefronts going to waste
in small towns across NY.   Revitalize small towns

Aug 26, 2011 1:05 PM

135 Along with Banks not making an effort to support small buisness loans. Aug 26, 2011 12:37 PM

136 As I said, I want a firewall between business and government.  In the same way
that government should support education for the full development  of the
citizen's potential, it should regulate all activity so that it  safeguards the
citizens's health and safety.  That is the purpose of government.  Business has
its own purpose, making money.  These things are not mutually exclusive but if
government and business work hand in glove we have seen under various
systems that one usually overwhelms the other and in the end benefits no one.
Which right now is why the future of life on earth is endangered.

Aug 26, 2011 12:18 PM

137 Need to find more incentives for business owners to use existing buildings and
upgrade rather than built new buildings. Need to provide more tax reductions or

Aug 26, 2011 11:58 AM
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low interest loans for upgrading existing versus building new buildings.

138 I believe regulations are more the issue. Aug 26, 2011 11:55 AM

139 Finalize the SGEIS and start allowing hydrofracking / drilling. into the Utica and
Marcellus.

Aug 26, 2011 11:48 AM

140 Again, a strange list.  Don't businesses usually build their own buildings?  Or are
you suggesting government should do that for them?  And the NYC land
acquisition program can indeed have an impact on business in the area, but it's
only tenuously related to "Business Capital/Lack of Qaulity Buildings".

Aug 26, 2011 11:15 AM

141 Realestate is dirt cheap and building costs would be affordable if we removed
the regulatory and tax burdens on the construction industry.

Aug 26, 2011 11:04 AM

142 An issue not addressed here is lack of business capital for non-traditional
businesses - such as agriculture and value-added businesses. As more and
more food safety scares occur, people will become more concerned where their
food comes from. Those who would like to enter farming, or other venues in
agriculture, encounter many obstacles related to access to capital due to
agricultural economic indicators not fitting into the traditional baselines set.

Aug 26, 2011 10:18 AM

143 Empty and decaying post-industrial infrastructures send the wrong signal. We
need to get creative in re-vitalization of these areas rather than turning them over
to be used as sanctuaries for crime, drugs and the homeless.

Aug 26, 2011 9:58 AM

144 As state above numerous times, this funding should be used to quickly and
thoroughly get the Southern Tier rapidly up to speed in natural gas work force
readiness.

Aug 26, 2011 9:58 AM

145 technology based startups? not here in ny. from my perspective only business
on corporate welfare are left in ny. everyone else has left the area.

Aug 26, 2011 9:54 AM

146 Moneys are available but the rates are still high for some business opportunities. Aug 26, 2011 9:40 AM

147 Federal GRANTS are NOT free!  The moneys for constructing these buildings
must come from the taxpayer.

Aug 26, 2011 9:37 AM

148 There is plenty of capital out there for companies. Just look at Agro-Farma in
Norwich/New Berlin...There are plenty of incentives. We don't need more
taxpayer money going to grants/incentives, etc.

Aug 26, 2011 9:29 AM

149 Very poorly worded Aug 26, 2011 9:28 AM

150 There should be grants and low interest rate loans for related services for natural
gas development.  I disagree on NYC land acquisition since the City can not
balance its budget without raising taxes, tolls, fines, and high interest rate bonds.

Aug 26, 2011 9:23 AM

151 Provide incentives to businesses to either demolish or re-use existing building
(brown fields) rather than always building "new" and leaving eyesore structures.

Aug 26, 2011 8:51 AM

152 Again, to draw skilled workers, you must offer affordable housing / property
taxes.  Friendly taxes, investment in education and training and tax incentives to
draw business would help turn things around.

Aug 26, 2011 8:40 AM
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153 except for the NYC land acquisition,I strongly disagree with upsate paying for the
exspasion of NYC to create a larger siphion of itself !

Aug 26, 2011 8:40 AM

154 City of Norwich was an example that lacks funds for commercial reutilization that
has been planned for years.

Aug 26, 2011 8:10 AM

155 Rather than the government providing for business, a better model would be
lower taxes so businesses could develop what they needed.

Aug 26, 2011 7:39 AM

156 All of the above creates many jobs and should be done .Instead of leasing land
for drilling the state owns they should build more tech parks.This will be more of
an asset to our NYS people and economy than drilling.

Aug 26, 2011 7:07 AM

157 We have too many empty buildings that could be used for startups. Buildings are
not the problem.

Aug 26, 2011 7:04 AM

158 Binghamton is becoming Ithaca with nothing for the residents to appreciate in the
downtown area except food drink and student housing. Boscov's is paid for by
the taxpayes and this should stop.

Aug 25, 2011 9:30 PM

159 The Nat Gas industry has the capital and will develop the region while providing
both jobs,low coat energy and a cleaner enviorment NOW!

Aug 25, 2011 9:12 PM

160 where business and industry have chosen another location, Pa. for example,
over NYS, it has for the most part not been because a building or capital was
available, its the high cost , MONEY!

Aug 25, 2011 8:56 PM

161 The area has empty buildings all over. Decreased burdens on  businesses will
solve most of the problems brought up in this survey.

Aug 25, 2011 5:45 PM

162 Aged buildings and a lack of willingness by business to invest in new facilities
unless there are enormous tax incentives--which then require significant tax
increases for all other taxpayers.

Aug 25, 2011 5:22 PM

163 Not informed on this subject Aug 25, 2011 2:45 PM

164 I am not as familiar with this part, although there seem to be plenty of
commercial and even industrial spaces that just aren't being utilized.

Aug 25, 2011 1:34 PM

165 With good ideas, money will flow.  Land is not a significant expense in the
Southern Tier as it would be in a metroplex.

Aug 25, 2011 12:35 PM

166 The old factories are very unsightly.  That is a deterrent to people wanting to
relocate their businesses nearby.

Aug 25, 2011 12:06 PM

167 We are seeing so many historic buildings in our smaller cities being replaced
with big box stores and parking lots. This is an incredibly inefficient use of the
space, not to mention the negative aesthetic, and one could argue, psychological
effects this type of architecture has on a community. Encouraging cities and
villages to adopt an appropriate form-based code for their community is one way
to improve not only the look and feel of a place, but also to decrease the
inefficiencies in NY public services that are the subject of so much criticism.

Aug 25, 2011 11:44 AM

168 This is another area where having a go-to, one-stop source for information on Aug 25, 2011 11:30 AM
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capital opportunities, whether from in-state, out-of-state or government
resources would probably be helpful.  I am not sure if something like that already
exists.  Also, I think a clearer inventory of shell buildings and
commercial/industrial space that is available compared to what is
needed/wanted may help drive investment.  Has this type of study been done?

169 It's very hard to borrow funds these days. Aug 25, 2011 9:58 AM

170 There are lots of buildings available. Stop increasing taxes when businesses and
people fix them up. Look at the wonderful buildings in Norwich that are available.

Aug 25, 2011 9:39 AM

171 Don't waste money building stuff for which there is no actual user. Aug 25, 2011 8:12 AM

172 Have you actualy talked to some of the gas companys to see what they need Aug 25, 2011 7:33 AM

173 Capital needs to be applied to renewal resources and the industries that support
alternative energy resources--NOT natural gas!!!!!!!

Aug 24, 2011 11:00 PM

174 Land is cheap in the Southern Tier.  We need to address high taxes and over
regulation.

Aug 24, 2011 10:32 PM

175 No direct knowledge of this area. Aug 24, 2011 10:31 PM

176 Helping new businesses at the expense of current businesses without making
the business environment better for all will not grow NY. The past tells us this.
When their tax incentives run out and taxes haven't been cut, spending hasn't
been cut, and over reugulation hasn't been cut they will leave as well.

Aug 24, 2011 9:42 PM

177 Lack of business capital, need quality industrial buildings Aug 24, 2011 3:26 PM

178 There are an abundance of empty buildings of all shapes and sizes available in
Tompkins County. I'm sick of every business that comes to town wanting tax
abatements.

Aug 24, 2011 2:52 PM

179 In Broome County, we have lots of available buildings, but no one moving into
them. I think for small businesses credit unions are a great source for lower cost
loans than large banks. There is a need for businesses to get started, especially
in conjunction with the universities and colleges. I would love to see start-ups
that come out of the Watson School of Engineering at Binghamton in technology
and green energy, such as production of the new thin-film solar cell they have
been developing.

Aug 24, 2011 2:22 PM

180 Centralization and de-localization of banks has caused many difficulties in
getting projects financed.

Aug 24, 2011 2:10 PM

181 The economy always does better when construction is booming.  Incentives for
first-time homeowners need to be available because it is nearly impossible for a
young family to own a home without help from family or other non-bank sources.
If people aren't "property poor" they will spend their disposable income on items
that will help the economy (i.e. travel, restaurants, recreation, etc.).

Aug 24, 2011 1:10 PM

182 again, this choice lumps two often disparate concepts as one choice Aug 24, 2011 12:28 PM

183 When they developed this survey did they use Delaware County as the model to Aug 24, 2011 12:00 PM
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develop the questions around?

184 I don't know enough about this issue to comment Aug 24, 2011 11:16 AM

185 Too many different issues in one question:  Business incentive that come from
the people's tax dollars must include payback - even with failures (that is
capitalism).  All new industrial/commercial built on the people's tax dollars must
be "brown field" sites.  We must stop "kicking the can down the road" on the
issues of old industrial sites by ignoring them.

Aug 24, 2011 11:15 AM

186 I did not choose an answer above.  See # 4 above. Again, regional hubs for all
infrastructure, growth and planning have to be the way of the future.  Planning to
run energy from one end of the continent to another does not make us efficient,
threatens our security, drains our finite resources, disrupts our communities,
destroys our ecological areas, stresses our population and, basically, moves us
one step closer to unsustainable living.

Aug 24, 2011 10:34 AM

187 Your question is wrong.  You ask "to what degree" and have a check off of
strongly agree... or you need to make a statement to which one can agree....

Aug 24, 2011 10:26 AM

188 financing options and stringent loan requirements for businesses are making it
tougher and tougher for new business to start up - or adapt and change to meet
these challenging times.

Aug 24, 2011 10:23 AM

189 With the amount of capital in our state this should be easiest issue to deal with if
we can be seen as development friendly & if we can convince financial
institutions that it is in their best interest.

Aug 24, 2011 10:06 AM

190 I don't know enough about this to give a meaningful response. Aug 24, 2011 10:01 AM

191 We need better mechanisms for targeting and coordinating public and private
investments which are integrated with larger goals of healthy communities and
regions, not just corporate profits.

Aug 24, 2011 9:54 AM

192 Agree with better access to start-up, venture capital, low interest loans, etc., but
that needs to be tied directly to creating local jobs. Not sure about the buildings.
It looks like there are a lot of vacant ones almost everywhere.

Aug 24, 2011 9:45 AM

193 While the "quality" of buildings may be in question, there are ample building
properties, lots and such available in our region. Much of which would require
some rehabilitation and therefore could require assistnace for such work.

Aug 24, 2011 7:40 AM

194 While NYC land acquisition limits land acquisition for others, most of these
parcels would never be first choice for siting business. Programs exist for early
stage capital; almost all of these things are available in the southern tier - what
seems to be lacking is small business leadership.

Aug 24, 2011 12:30 AM

195 I know there may be some issues here, but again if the economy was promising I
believe the capital would be there.

Aug 23, 2011 7:15 PM

196 this area has a large number of reasonably new but unused bldgs.  time to reuse
them rather than building new.  our area would be better served by keeping
some green space to attract new business and workers, not black-topping the
entire area.

Aug 23, 2011 6:03 PM
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197 There are plenty of empty industrial buildings in this state.  We need to
encourage business to fill what we have. I'm not a fan of using public funds for
commercial real estate.  Low interest loans maybe but now free capital for
business.

Aug 23, 2011 5:43 PM

198 NYC land acquisition and its overall anti-development attitude needs to be
squashed.  Control of the watershed needs to be turned over to the residents of
the watershed, the only limiting factor being their obligation to continue to
provide high-quality water (at whatever the actual cost of maintaining such
service is).

Aug 23, 2011 5:04 PM

199 Venture capital is very important, but this plan can only affect that to a small
degree

Aug 23, 2011 4:59 PM

200 The money will follow the successful, sustainable businesses and the educated
workforce.

Aug 23, 2011 3:50 PM

201 The right projects by the right people will find funding Aug 23, 2011 3:45 PM

202 I'ld like to strongly agree, but there is access to low interest rate loans, however,
very often they are tied to job creation requirements which may promote
inefficient practices by industry

Aug 23, 2011 2:32 PM

203 I think every county have an empty "Business" park. New businesses want a
newer building to set up in.  Older buildings dot the southern tier; they sit empty
decaying and becoming a hazard.

Aug 23, 2011 1:23 PM

204 This is perhaps covered under teh lack of quality buildings, but I would say there
are a lot of sites that have potential, i.e. high access, in industrial area, etc., but
the cost of environmental remediation or demolition of sites that have been long
abandoned makes them less enticing and profitable.

Aug 23, 2011 12:06 PM

205 Business capital is present when the businesses fit the marketplace.  As for
quality buildings, there is an incredible amount of underutilized infrastructure in
the cities of South-Central New York.

Aug 23, 2011 12:03 PM

206 Agricultural start-ups are challenging - land can be expensive, training, basic
machinery, etc.  It's great to see programs designed to help people gain the
skills necessary to become commercial, small scale farmers.  But we also need
to build the market for locally grown foods so those businesses, which are
sustainable and needed in the long term, can survive and thrive. I've seen lots of
vacant lots, unused buildings, business parks in our region, so it seems likely we
could retrofit rather than building new.

Aug 23, 2011 11:59 AM

207 I have to say I don't know enough about this to make a valid judgement. Aug 23, 2011 11:56 AM

208 We have many vacant buildings that can be re-purposed and retrofitted but we
definitely need capital and low interest loans.

Aug 23, 2011 11:38 AM

209 These are all excuses- Apple Computers was started in a garage. Aug 23, 2011 11:31 AM

210 i have heard about the supposed lack of venture capital.  the mindset for most is
"what can you (government) give met to do the right thing?"  quality buildings are
torn down with taxpayer dollars everyday, sometimes to make room for new

Aug 23, 2011 11:27 AM
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(dreaming) projects

211 An infusion of venture capital is needed upstate.  Also, funds either need to be
set aside to refurbish existing buildings.  The most economical idea would be to
demolish buildings when applicable to create space for new construction.

Aug 23, 2011 11:26 AM

212 There should be more stimulus funds devoted to helping start-ups. Interest rates
are at an all-time low, so low-interest loans should be easy to find.

Aug 23, 2011 11:02 AM

213 I agree, though I think industrial zones and business parks must be located in
areas that have already been in industrial use. Why not re-use existing buildings
and abandoned land rather than creating urban sprawl.

Aug 23, 2011 11:01 AM

214 The real lack is that not enough investors are taking advantage of financial
incentives that already exist.

Aug 23, 2011 10:40 AM

215 None of these have made a speck of difference in any of the companies I
started. Also it is just plain wrong to use public resources and tax breaks that
cost more than the jobs that are created!

Aug 23, 2011 10:24 AM

216 I agree with the exception of adding business parks. The integraty of the
landscape must be maintained. There are many abandoned buildings that
should be reconditioned.

Aug 23, 2011 10:20 AM

217 "Build it and they will come"  We need to do whatever possible to bring in new
industry; tax breaks, incentives, assist in traing and educating, etc.

Aug 23, 2011 10:14 AM

218 I have no idea whether there is a lack of early stage capital for technology based
start ups, but there should be money available for start up companies who
deliver on a promise of creating GOOD jobs. Not to another fast food franchise.

Aug 23, 2011 9:30 AM

219 We need a big push for green buildings and low consumption and we need a
push for solar and wind power in all towns and cities.

Aug 23, 2011 9:24 AM

220 we have the buildings,not the capital Aug 23, 2011 8:45 AM

221 I agree there is lack of financial incentives, but I do NOT agree that there is a
lack of commercial buildings. New York is FULL of empty buildings that have
been vacant when businesses either failed or found it was more profitable to
operate elsewhere. There are many beautiful buildings just waiting for TLC and
business opportunity.

Aug 23, 2011 8:38 AM

222 the capital is there if you got the financial statement to show your merit.
Everything else spins off that.

Aug 23, 2011 8:36 AM

223 The buildings are there - no need to build more.  Renovate the existing
structures.  Stop the spread when empty facilities are available to move into.

Aug 23, 2011 8:35 AM

224 early small business capitol would be great. that does not mean we need to build
more empty buildings.

Aug 23, 2011 8:10 AM

225 Low interest loans for commercial re-utilization could be a big boon to
communities, by helping small companies and start-ups to bring job opportunities
back into our cities.

Aug 23, 2011 7:45 AM
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226 Try spending the money toward restoring rather than new construction. Aug 23, 2011 6:22 AM

227 We already have too much industry and business here, and too many
commercial buildings and business parks.

Aug 23, 2011 12:54 AM

228 This should be for more than just the large manufacturing businesses.  These
businesses are very important, but so are the small service businesses

Aug 22, 2011 10:56 PM

229 There are many resources readily available. Aug 22, 2011 9:50 PM

230 HIgh fees and self insurance costs that are a barrier to business startups and
expansion.

Aug 22, 2011 9:46 PM

231 See above Aug 22, 2011 9:44 PM

232 WE HAVE TOO MANY EMPTY BLDGS IN OUR COUNTY; WE NEED TO
COMPANIES BE WILLING TO USE SUCH EMPTY BLDGS.

Aug 22, 2011 9:28 PM

233 There are folks out there who have marvelous ideas. eldrede Harris of Ithaca is
one with a pile of proposals and they seem really timely and able to lake some
change in business as usual. Try to get any of them funded.  Business as usual
must take a back seat and some new faces must be seated at the table.
Otherwise we get more of the same and the rich get richer and damn the poor.
It's their own fault is the line that is used to justify this system wwe now have in
place.

Aug 22, 2011 9:08 PM

234 Cornell has tended to spin off technological developments to large, existing
corporations and has been minimally successful in spinning of technology and
job start locally.

Aug 22, 2011 8:56 PM

235 it seems like we support new business a lot in this area, such as Airport
Corporate Park ??

Aug 22, 2011 8:48 PM

236 I would like to see capital made available to fund sustainable energy projects like
wind, solar, geothermal, and hydro-electric development.  We need to divert oil
and gas subsidies toward alternate energy programs.  NYS should take a
leadership role and look into energy innovations on a smaller scale.  It's not clear
to me why everything always has to be on a grand scale.  Okay, let's do a wind
farm -- but why not also encourage small scale domestic wind, solar, geo-
thermal.

Aug 22, 2011 8:35 PM

237 1.  There needs to be money for water and sew infrastructure.    2.  There need
to be attactive buildings that can be easily erected to meet expansion needs in a
timely basis so that industry can catch the wave of ecomomic upturn and not be
left hanging when it turns down and it never got built.

Aug 22, 2011 8:20 PM

238 Lack of buildings is not a problem here; there are too many vacant ones and too
many new ones going up when older ones stand empty.  I don't know about
start-up money for new business ventures.

Aug 22, 2011 8:09 PM

239 There are too many empty buildings. Aug 22, 2011 7:54 PM

240 business parks are an eyesore.  and they usually displace and/or destroy natural
areas.  there are plenty of buildings which can be renovated.

Aug 22, 2011 7:36 PM
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241 Technology is a great thing, but you had better have hard goods to survive on.
You can only shuffle so much paper before you start getting hungry. We do not
have the people to do the hands on work any more. The state and country is at
the mercy of foreign countries for our food, fuel and hard goods. If the climate is
right for business, business will come. This not in my back yard mentality has to
be restructured. Not in my back yard it is going to be in some one elses back
yard, where it is wanted and there is where the jobs go, the tax basis goes.

Aug 22, 2011 7:17 PM

242 I have invested significantly to rescue historic buildings and provide affordable
housing. All I have ever received is high bills for utilities, insurance, repairs, etc. I
now have to sell them off. And because of our laws which enable anybody to sue
you for a stubbed toe, I couldn't begin to consider using them to open a cafe,
which the town desperately needs, as I don't want to risk that kind  of exposure.

Aug 22, 2011 6:55 PM

243 Nothing that a stable economy and a lot of willing private money can't fix. Just
kidding ... Still, demands are infinite; resources, not so much.

Aug 22, 2011 6:23 PM

244 Greatest shortfall today; for both business and real estate projects; without
financial incentives and gap filling assistance, deals will just not get done.

Aug 22, 2011 6:20 PM

245 Attracting quality businesses will require incentives to compete against other
locales.  Your strategic efforts are best placed here.  Know your competition
before you get in the game.  Look at Can Do in PA, a very successful regional
development council.

Aug 22, 2011 5:40 PM

246 But note the connection between this and transport (and workforce development) Aug 22, 2011 5:18 PM

247 There are plenty of empty industrial and commercial buildings and business
parks are growing with no problem in Ithaca.

Aug 22, 2011 4:57 PM

248 There are plenty of acant buildings.  Need to clean contaminated sites, as well
as clean buildings (e.g. asbestos) or demolish obsolete buildings.

Aug 22, 2011 4:15 PM

249 No Fracking Aug 22, 2011 3:32 PM

250 Invest in what we have; Recycle buildings,  improve internet access and  free
worker PARKING.

Aug 22, 2011 3:13 PM

251 An improved economy will provide for needed structures. Aug 22, 2011 2:55 PM

252 Why is there a lack of business in NYS?  Talk to NYSEG about their energy
rates.  Talk to the City of Binghamton about their water/sewer rates.  Look at our
property taxes.  I have no idea what other taxes are charged to businesses.
Give out tax incentives at the cost of the tax payers, the business stays till the
tax incentive expires, then they leave or threaten to leave if you don't renew it?
It is not the solution.  Look at the basic cost of living here or doing business here.

Aug 22, 2011 2:49 PM

253 Business will spend in New York if New York begins to reduce taxes and
excessive regulation

Aug 22, 2011 2:20 PM

254 In addition to this, the importance of the NY Main Street Program and other
housing programs needs to be integrated into this area; Lack of Affordable
Housing also continues to be an issue.

Aug 22, 2011 2:15 PM
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255 Need to make Corporate Park #2 a non-profit business center that charges no
property taxes as long as they don't compete with a current local business - We
want the jobs that others states have!

Aug 22, 2011 2:03 PM

256 If money were available to start up and develop  new alternative energy projects
it would create jobs and breathe new life into the area.   I am totally against
letting big corporations come in who may harm the environment . please do not
allow any form of hydrofracking to occur in the southern tier . instead monies are
needed for smaller alternative cutting edge energy and sustaninable agricultural
practices.  like organice farming , organic fish farming or . developing alternative
energy sources.  Lets not give into the promise of big corporations who
ultimately make record profits at the expense of the people of the region and the
region itself.     stay local , act local incentives for healthy envirmentally friendly
and sustainable projects .   .

Aug 22, 2011 2:00 PM

257 Southern Tier cities and towns are full of vacant and underutilized industrial
buildings and corporate parks.

Aug 22, 2011 1:56 PM

258 remove blight from inner city; remove crumbling houses and old factories. Aug 22, 2011 1:23 PM

259 Address some of the items I have mentioned before and maybe some of these
items will be easier to address.

Aug 22, 2011 12:33 PM

260 I would add existence of brownfields or contaminated sites under this category. Aug 22, 2011 12:17 PM

261 Lack of capital available to developers to do revitalization of historic
infrastructure in downtowns is a problem.  The time it takes to finalize funding
severely impacts projects.

Aug 22, 2011 11:46 AM

262 Yet another biased question. Aug 22, 2011 11:45 AM

263 End abatements for businesses. They need to pay from costs of ungrading
infrastructure as well as starting up operations.

Aug 22, 2011 11:37 AM

264 The old EJ buildings should have been leveled 25 years ago. Do what we have
to to cleanup the property. We could have a 9 hole golf course with a retiremnet
center in the middle of JC if we had real leaders in office. Think of the  space
close to Suny in the middle of JC that could have built up the city again.
Binghamton should have built more parking for the Arena instead of housing. JC
should have been building student or retirement housing. Complete the Rail Trail
from Vestal to Broad Ave in Binghamton, this is a straight corradore with no
lights and light train use, We could even think of putting up a gondolla Going
from Vestal to Binghamton making several drop offs along the way with not
stopping except for handidcap folks. Buses would take over from there.  Make
the rock bottom dam into a white water river park with kayaking gates and
structures for paddling.

Aug 22, 2011 11:34 AM

265 We need more capital investment in the region. The big problem is that
corporation would prefer to invest abroad because labor is cheaper and they are
expemt from many health and environmental regulations. This drives the race to
the bottom, which is unsustainable and harms New York and the US.

Aug 22, 2011 11:14 AM

266 I am not educated in this area Aug 22, 2011 11:10 AM
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267 Business does not need government support. This is a capitalist country, not
mercantilist. Business should compete on the basis of having a good product,
not the best support from government.

Aug 22, 2011 11:07 AM

268 NYC land acquisition not a problem Aug 22, 2011 11:02 AM

269 We need strong strong incentives at the level of individual businesses (not big
corporations) for improving our homes and buildings. Local town governments
have demonstrated that there is a high need of low cost or no cost loans to
individuals to help preserve their homes and the environment of the downtown
areas of small hamlets.  An initiative to have strong incentives to clean up the
dumps and car accumulation that surrounds many rural homes is badly needed.

Aug 22, 2011 10:52 AM

270 The banks got trillions of dollars in "aid" and refuse to lend any of it to urban
development.

Aug 22, 2011 10:41 AM

271 There is a large business park in Watkins Glen sitting empty. Aug 22, 2011 10:41 AM

272 Many of the existing downtown have underutilized or vacant space.  Economic
Development should be focusing on adaptive reuse of these structures to
encourage density in the downtowns thereby having a spillover effect on retail
and other commercial business.

Aug 22, 2011 10:33 AM

273 Look how hard it has been to place a major law firm in Binghamton, lack of
suitable buildings for todays needs....lots of old brick buildings that won't do

Aug 22, 2011 10:32 AM

274 This refers directly to downstate. That region already takes all of our tax
revenue.

Aug 22, 2011 10:31 AM

275 Business capital for small business YES!  Reutilization YES. Putting in industrial
parks? NO! We need to maintain the integraty of what makes the Finger Lakes
Region unique and beautiful and healthy for the environment and the population

Aug 22, 2011 10:31 AM

276 This is an issue but not as immediately important as the issues noted above.
Once we have an environment that is attracting businesses these issues take
precedence and I agree we need to be addressing them now so we are ready.  I
am excited by the recent announcements by SUNY Binghamton.  We want our
infrastructure, building space and financial programs in place for the positive
developments that may come our way.  One example to explore is venture
capital.  We are one of the best locations for higher education in the country, yet
our level of venture capital is at at the low end of the scale.  We have to look at
the issues noted above to begin correcting this relationship

Aug 22, 2011 10:27 AM

277 I don't feel there is a lack of existing quality industrial/commercial buildings but it
appears the attractable pieces of property sit vacant because the cost is
unreasonable to rent/lease.

Aug 22, 2011 10:09 AM

278 There is over 15 trillion dollars just setting around doing nothing right now.  We
the tax payers do not need to spend even one penny to get the rich to spend
their money on jobs.  We need laws that say you can not hoard huge amounts of
cash in any way shape or form.

Aug 22, 2011 10:04 AM

279 There is no lack of business parks and shell buildings, there are in fact empty
lots all across the state. Please put them to use.

Aug 22, 2011 9:59 AM
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280 There are many existing structures that are unused.  We need grants/low
interest loans to rehab these buildings into energy efficient buildings.

Aug 22, 2011 9:57 AM

281 I think lack of capital is the primary issue. Aug 22, 2011 9:52 AM

282 Ditto. Aug 22, 2011 9:49 AM

283 We do need shovel ready sites and business parks. Aug 22, 2011 9:39 AM

284 No experience in this area. Again, the region may be hampered by its largely
rural character.

Aug 22, 2011 9:37 AM

285 the process and costs associated with getting a small business loan are
ridiculous

Aug 22, 2011 9:34 AM

286 need to rebuild/refurbish what we already have, but no incentive for anyone to
come here and start their business.

Aug 22, 2011 9:30 AM

287 There needs to be incentives to reused old buildings as it is much cheaper to
build on undeveloped land.  This spreads everything out which caused a loss of
energy/transportation and human efficency

Aug 22, 2011 9:19 AM

288 Lack of capital is an issue but also many communities have established low
interst loan funds. In our community we have two low interest loan funds at 4%
fixed interest rate. To date we have made 28 loans over several years and have
only had 2 failures which is an excellent record. These funds do not compete
with traditional financing but are gap financing or utilized when traditional
financing is not appropriate.

Aug 22, 2011 9:19 AM

289 NYC LAND ACQUISITION PROGRAM If you mean neighborhood preservation
and green initiatives for air quality with developing Organic Green business
parks and neighborhood parks to release more oxygen while the polar ice caps
create more methane in the air, How much more land could NYC acquire without
hurting the environment.  PROMOTE MORE PUBLIC TRANSPORATION by
making fees free to the general public during hours of when workers are in
transportation to work and home.  PROMOTE RAIL SERVICE FROM NY to
ALBANY to SYRACUSE to ROCHESTER to BUFFALO and call it the
NYCentral.  NYC should acquire roads, like the thruway, and call it their own and
collect the proceeds for it--not the land.  This will force upstaters to use
alternative routes and leave a major highway just for trucks and have a rail
service available for human transport across the state. p.i.8/22/11

Aug 22, 2011 8:48 AM

290 I don't know what this would end up entailing--more Wal-Marts?  I'm against it!
What does "NYC land acquisition program" mean?

Aug 22, 2011 8:29 AM

291 There are tons of buildings sitting fallow all over the county - especially Endicott
and JC.

Aug 22, 2011 1:51 AM

292 ditto Aug 22, 2011 1:12 AM

293 There is no doubt that we are in an economic downturn a lack in business
capital.  I believe that Fracking is a short term solution that will leave our
environment worse off and will not have a long term positive effect on the items
listed above.

Aug 21, 2011 11:51 PM
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294 Capitol and investment especially in green energy is very much needed.
Business parks are a blight on the landscape and must be discontinued as a
form of commerce. Create architecture is very much needed to keep the rural
character from being lost in a haze of paved parking lots and ugly characterless
boxes.

Aug 21, 2011 10:55 PM

295 You can build a new building here and not worry about NY Code rule 56 for
redoing  an old building and it might be cheaper at that.  Again NYC land
acquisition program is listed, why?  To have the other items affect the % of
people agians it.  Nice and again a freshman Socialogy student can see through
this rag, that you are calling a survey.

Aug 21, 2011 9:57 PM

296 Capital is particularly needed upstate rather than NYC Aug 21, 2011 9:32 PM

297 Finally, you hit on the route cause. THIS IS the reason why many good ideas at
Cornell and other world-class institutions go west to Silicon Valley (because
there is a concentration of talent, money and an entrepreneurial culture). Corning
is a very good model of what companies can do in upstate.

Aug 21, 2011 9:04 PM

298 Lets put to use the vacant buildings before erecting new. Aug 21, 2011 7:26 PM

299 Business parks? It would depend on how well planned they are. In addition they
tend to be unfriendly to people other than business people and workers and
other forms of activity other than business. So they would tend to become
environmental and architectural deserts.

Aug 21, 2011 6:53 PM

300 I think that this area should stop giving incentives to mega-businesses from
outside the area and start giving more incentives to local businesses. I also think
that preferences should be given to those local businesses that are willing to
institute energy conservation programs.

Aug 21, 2011 6:41 PM

301 In most of our region we have many empty buildings. We need to focus our
efforts on green businesses and sustainable living.

Aug 21, 2011 6:36 PM

302 I do not know enough to comment intelligently. Aug 21, 2011 6:26 PM

303 Similarly, "lack" - to find out what people really think - you could remove "lack"
and use the word "access to" and give people these five items and ask them to
rank them one through five.

Aug 21, 2011 6:18 PM

304 See number 4. Aug 21, 2011 5:35 PM

305 While I see evidence of the state floating loans to companies who are already
established to help them expand, I do NOT see where the state is helping start-
up businesses.

Aug 21, 2011 4:37 PM

306 Encourage re-use of brownfields and vacant buildings by providing subsidies for
keeping industrial activities near population centers, public transportation rather
than sprawling industrial development into farmland and public infrastructure.

Aug 21, 2011 3:58 PM

307 Can't have it both ways. If it's all about letting the market determine the
investment of capital,  don't expect the people to pay via government subsidies.

Aug 21, 2011 3:08 PM

308 Banks are sitting on potential investment capital and preventing the housing Aug 21, 2011 2:32 PM
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industry from rebuilding. Government is not the problem - private industry has let
us down with its short-sightedness.

309 Again, none of this should be developed for the gas drilling industry. Keep it out
of New York State.

Aug 21, 2011 2:25 PM

310 I have some knowledge about tax incentives, etc. through the IDA, and have
friends who have raised money for small business through venture capital, etc.
The important thing is to give incentives for the right things -- not for national or
multinational big box stores which return a relatively small percent of the gross to
the local community, but rather to local businesses and services that have high
multiplier effects, and that impact quality of life indicators, such as reducing
poverty.

Aug 21, 2011 2:00 PM

311 I don't really know much about this, but am suspicious of tax incentives and
giveaways - they don't seem to lead to long term employment or business
opportunities.  It makes more sense to ensure that small scale local
entrepreneurs are supported - they are more likely to stick around in the long
run.

Aug 21, 2011 1:06 PM

312 I do not have enough knowledge of any of these issued to comment. Aug 21, 2011 12:38 PM

313 I have not encountered these problems but they might be issues for larger
companies

Aug 21, 2011 10:11 AM

314 I disagre that we lack quality buildings. Upstate NY has a great wealth of
available and historic buildings with surrounding communities that are supportive
of new businesses.

Aug 21, 2011 8:37 AM

315 Here again funding is not getting down to smaller businesses that have good
ideas and plans but can't get any kind of funding or low interest loans.

Aug 21, 2011 8:27 AM

316 the amount and availability of any  subsidy should be tied directly to the number
and quality of local jobs it will create. This is an instance where I would be in
favor of tighter regulation.

Aug 21, 2011 7:14 AM

317 Incentives should be geared toward small, local businesses, not multinational
corporations.

Aug 20, 2011 3:48 PM

318 Enough industrial parks here already, concentrate on commercial reutilization,
help existing and potential businesses compete in this global economy

Aug 20, 2011 2:08 PM

319 There is so much opportunity is this community - but again the taxes and
regulations drive people/business/ industries away.

Aug 20, 2011 12:06 PM

320 Fairly weak excuses that avoid the real problems in our area. Aug 20, 2011 11:59 AM

321 Yes, there is sometimes a disconnect between the entrepreneur and venture
capital. But in this part of the state I believe there is no lack of quality real estate.
Build new projects in the urban core and stop tearing down green space to do it.

Aug 20, 2011 10:55 AM

322 Look, If an entrapenuer isn't smart enough to get a loan (Banks look at the
business plan) then you don't want him managing a busness to begin with
because it will fail. No government giveaways because uncrupulous characters

Aug 20, 2011 10:25 AM
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will always take advantage of the public dole and tax breaks. Don't give away the
taxpayers money because we are on the verge of bankruptcy. Let the private
system develop successful buisness plans on thier own. thsi is the way of the
free enterprise system and capiltilism. If you help them too much, You are
creating a corporation that is similar to government. competition is good. It
creates the imputus to succeed and become more efficient. Government has to
create effective regulations to make sure business does not steal and cheat the
public or poolute the environment. I heard they are thinking about taking away
the EPA. That's insane. You can't have the fox watching the hen house. These
gas drillers if allowed in and I hope not will have to be watched every minute of
the day.

323 Green building and green renovation could solve some of this problem as well as
providing jobs.

Aug 20, 2011 9:03 AM

324 Don't know if this is a problem.  Suspect that a greater degree of flexibility on the
part of business would resolve this. There is certainly a surplus of retail space
and surely some of this could be adapted to meet other business needs.  I am
opposed to building new when there is so much existing commercial space that
is unoccupied.  It seems exceptionally wasteful.

Aug 20, 2011 6:25 AM

325 The list of lacks does not foster vision. It fosters more whacking of moles. Aug 19, 2011 11:58 PM

326 We need to bring the gas companies in for the revenue. They will take some of
the burden off tax payers, and help land owners pay their property taxes. Help
ones like us laid-off to pay our bills, and not lose our home.

Aug 19, 2011 10:36 PM

327 Again all critical hurdles to innovative products and services development along
with excessive government regulation.

Aug 19, 2011 9:58 PM

328 Greater access to capital/loans is needed by existing businesses that have
demonstrated success and longevity, and are generally less risky than start ups.
Too many free rides, tax abatements, PILOTS, etc. targeting the select few.  The
Chobani dairy plant in Chenango County is an example of a new business
utilizing abandoned infrastructure that has not relied upon government handouts
to create hundreds of jobs and a market serving hundreds more businesses.

Aug 19, 2011 9:38 PM

329 In our area, this is not a deficiency. Aug 19, 2011 9:35 PM

330 Busuinesses need to be resposible for their own sustainability. If there are no
funds, give up. The government is not there to bail business out.

Aug 19, 2011 6:38 PM

331 Tough for people to get started..limited funds.  We also have a very old housing
and commerical building stock.  we need to start tearing down and building new.
Current businesses need to invest in bringing themselves up to the latest look
and feel for businesses rather than taking money out of the community and
building big houses outside of the community.  We need to have a little pride in
how we look and stop taking pride in being frugal!

Aug 19, 2011 6:01 PM

332 We do not have to build the buildings but we do need to make the land more
attractive to business. we also need to improve our roads to make access to the
markets more convient

Aug 19, 2011 5:52 PM

333 There are plenty of beautiful historic buildingsin the region. Upgrade the Aug 19, 2011 5:04 PM
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infrastructure so we can use them and we will be fine. Invest in our future!

334 Lack of capital, maybe. Aug 19, 2011 4:57 PM

335 why spend good money on buildings when nobody knows if they meet the specs
of the business coming in or starting up

Aug 19, 2011 4:54 PM

336 Capital is the issue in our industry today.  I go back to the programs that are
promoted with little results for the average business.  Banks are talking about
lending but also changing the rules in lending.  If you have the money you can
borrow it.  Round and round we go.

Aug 19, 2011 4:48 PM

337 As mentioned in question four above we need local grown businesses.  Large
corporations are far to prone to out-source or move operations for a better deal
elsewhere.  We have a lot of empty business parks.  We should look to infill
Brownfields and existing developed areas rather than looking to "plow over"
additional green space.  Build where we have infrastructure, and people can live
closer to where they work.

Aug 19, 2011 4:43 PM

338 Plenty of buildings, the lowest interest rates in decades and banks loaded with
cash, but who dares to invest in NYS, especially with only the takers left who
want more!

Aug 19, 2011 3:15 PM

339 When was the last time you saw a tower crane downtown? Aug 19, 2011 3:03 PM

340 We have had enough incubators we need jobs to stay here! Aug 19, 2011 2:25 PM

341 The 'lack of buildings' can be fixed by funding brownfield revitalization, in existing
urban areas. The infrastructure, workforce, public transportation, and rail lines
are already in place in urban areas.

Aug 19, 2011 1:48 PM

342 Not a very pretty picture. Aug 19, 2011 1:46 PM

343 Confidence in stability of demand by business owners to make capital
investments is currently the biggest obstacle.

Aug 19, 2011 1:30 PM

344 Lack of risk capital is a major issue.  However, buildings are not in short supply.
In fact, we have too many buildings with no meaningful occupants.  The
government only seems to like to build monument rather than spending to
support entrepreneurial projects.

Aug 19, 2011 1:22 PM

Page 3, Q6.  Please identify other significant obstacles or issues not listed above:

1 Lack of a creative plan to make this region economically effective. Box stores
drain a region of money and money flow. We need more value creation rather
than value extraction enterprises.

Sep 15, 2011 10:50 PM

2 The Southern Tier is a backward, ignorant cultural wasteland. Young people
want to flee as soon as they can, and few intelligent people want to locate here.
There is no vibrant arts scene, little interest in the outside world. There IS a

Sep 15, 2011 10:48 PM
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conservative, right wing "christian" bigotry in plentiful supply. If upstate NY opens
its doors to the hydrfrackers, that will be the final nail in the coffin for this bleak
moonscape.

3 Drug problem. When 50% of job applicants have a drug problem, we have a
culture problem. We should get back to a strong family concept, repeal the gay
marriage act, which most New Yorkers object to, and create a family oriented
culture. We need two parents to raise children and reverse the current trend for
single parent families.

Sep 15, 2011 5:06 PM

4 Ban High Volume Hydraulic Fracturing (HVHF) for natural gas from New York
State. We must protect our economy from the boom/bust disaster that HVHF
would create. We must protect our air and water from the industrial pollution
which HVHF would create. We must work toward becoming more energy
efficient. We must work to stabilize our quickly changing climate by actively
working toward the creation and use of renewable sources of energy and leave
the unconventional fossil fuels in the ground.

Sep 15, 2011 4:29 PM

5 Failure to approve/pass natural gas development in the Twin Tiers.  Excessive
time for reviews/environmental plans, public comments, etc.  Pass gas well
drilling now!

Sep 15, 2011 2:44 PM

6 Fracking is of huge concern, as mentioned above.  Issues related to aging
population is another.   Maintaining quality schools is of key concern to me.

Sep 15, 2011 2:20 PM

7 Energy inefficiency of buildings is a major drag on the economy, with the cost
mostly exported out of the community. Distances between workers and their
work is another big drag. Businesses should be encouraged to locate near
where their employees live.

Sep 15, 2011 2:08 PM

8 Plain and simple, taxes in NY State prevent much of the above from happening
from a personal perspective as well as a business outlook.

Sep 15, 2011 11:28 AM

9 We need consolidation at town, village, city and school district levels Sep 15, 2011 10:09 AM

10 Lack of residential options that attract the talent based economy & serve the
needs of baby boomer to aging in place

Sep 15, 2011 9:51 AM

11 Schuyler county is in the wrong group, should be in with other Finger Lakes
counties. The development in the Finger Lakes counties are simuler industries
and products.

Sep 14, 2011 2:17 PM

12 This sounds superficial, but I feel it is important.  The area LOOKS depressed
and old!  OLD overhead wires on the streets may be cost effective, but they just
look OLD and gives our city and area an OLD look ...not a quaint old...just OLD.
Dilapidated housing and buildings greet us at all major highway exits and major
streets in the city of Binghamton.  Local 'world-class' (athletes from all over the
world) events like Tennis Challenger and Chris Thater bike race struggle to
continue and could be integrated more into local economic development.  I am
sure that there are more that could be considered, but these are two key ones.
Think about capitalizing on an exiting fact or infrastructure....eg: aging
population...make this area a retirement destination.  Develop a core healthcare
facility...(similar to Cleveland Clinic or Geissinger Med Ctr).  PA does not tax
retirement income...eg: pensions..lots of retirees move to PA...just across the
border.  Older folks bring an industry of healthcare, recreation (local golf courses
an asset) that could be a basis for other development.  Senior housing...55 and

Sep 14, 2011 12:01 PM
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older communities...etc.  BUT you must attract the retirees and the younger folks
to care for them.   Another area that we could build upon is technology history
and SUNY technology research.  We have strong core skills in
technology...solar, IBM, etc.  We should be able to be site for large scale
investment by growing tech companies (eg: why did yahoo or google forget
which select Buffalo over Binghamton for a datacenter?)  We have the
skills....we also have the family connections ..... former IBM'ers who's children
studied technology may have moved away, but there are lots of family
connections to bring them back.  We have VERY affordable housing....we just
need the jobs.  Why not consider a health-care/technology combo industry to go
after.....insurance or actuarial....or the big super computer diagnostics that IBM is
touting now....get something located here and then grow other businesses from
it.    The other consideration that I have been contemplating is to make the most
of the unfortunate fact that we are sitting on top of huge natural gas reserves.  I
am not talking about gas drilling here....but I am afraid that it is gonna
happen.....and 100 years of gas is a short time period in my mind.  We need to
target associated industries....like renewable energy...along with the non-
renewable gas.  If we are getting into the energy business then let's get into it
the right way.  Get some of these energy companies to open up data centers
here or headquarters...or other aspects of their business...not just exploitation of
our resources.  WE have BAE with some alternative fuel technology being done
there.  This should be able to be a center for energy if we were smart.  Do some
interesting things like....solar on every house in the county......or free solar or
geothermal for all of the flood ravaged homes.  We need some special targeted
incentives that would put us on the map....make everyone in the county aware
and also make industry aware.  The current incentives are good but not good
enough to make us an energy center.   We have to be careful and thoughtful
about how we handle the gas industry, and it will be a "shame on us" if we don't
make the most of our natural resources....and not let ourselves be exploited.
Look at IBM...they moved out when the pollution issue got hot.  They exploited
then left...let's not encourage the gas industry to do the same thing.

13 All of the foregoing are obstacles to traditional development but the traditional
model is itself flawed.  These issues positively provide a braking mechanism
restraining unfettered development and the negative consequences of growth
that may be irreversible. An economics of sustainability should be explored and
pursued.

Sep 13, 2011 10:44 PM

14 Ban gas industry from New York State, including all the heavy trucks that come
from Pennsylvania into Chemung County. We don't need this polluting industry
taking over the southern tier. They will cost us much, much more than they will
bring to us in living wage jobs for our residents.

Sep 13, 2011 9:50 PM

15 The national economy is depressed and thus new businesses will only succed
when their products are more than competitive. We have had a manufacturing
based economy in NY state that has been trashed by events that have resulted
in much manufacturing moving either south or overseas. Changing our taxes or
changing many of the things you cite as possible hinderences will not bring most
of these back. New ones are fraught with perile in this market. I am not
optomistic that things will change no matter what you do and things will only get
better when the whole economy recovers.

Sep 13, 2011 8:52 PM

16 Threat of natural gas drilling is a huge hinderance to this area.  Cuomo should
ban it in the whole state.  It will totally destroy the assets of the community.  It is
a boom/bust industry and we will live for many years with the bust and
environmental damage.  I do not think we can expect people to want to move to

Sep 13, 2011 8:50 PM
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the area after the floods and threats of gas drilling.

17 NO PLAN NO STRATEGY  INEFFECTIVE HIGH LEVEL LEADERSHIP Sep 13, 2011 8:01 PM

18 the "region" allocated by the State is too small and too isolated to yield the
desired sustainable growth

Sep 13, 2011 5:18 PM

19 We often speak of culture and uniqueness of place as important elements to
economic development we need to invest in our cultural and structural heritage!

Sep 13, 2011 5:14 PM

20 Affordable Housing options, particulalry in Steuben, Cheumng and Schuyler
Counties.

Sep 13, 2011 11:29 AM

21 Really nice area to live, needs more business, what about cottage industry,
telecommuting,green technology........................

Sep 13, 2011 10:40 AM

22 Anti natural gas drilling. Marcellus Shale and other natural gas formations can
dramatically impact the economy of the S. Tier.

Sep 13, 2011 9:47 AM

23 Our education system is in the toilet.  The solution over the past several decades
it to throw money at it.  Well, that hasn't worked.  Get back to basics.  Teach and
learn to do math and science with a hands on approach.  Once the
understanding of how to caclulate the cubed root of 27 is figured out, then they
can use calculators and computers.  It's great we have all this technology to give
us the answers.  The problem is, we don't know how it happened.

Sep 13, 2011 8:45 AM

24 One issue is that we waste great gobs of money current "investing" in research
at educational instituations.  Take the Integrated Electronics Engineering Center
at BU.  Funded by NSF and local industry in 1991 and joined by New York State
soon after, the jobs-created numbers they publish are bogus.  We need
legitimate measurements for this kind of research center -- and auditors.  Follow
the money: a sizeable proportion of the funding goes to the University
("overhead"); a sizeable chunk supports the center's staff; and the balance
supports grad students, the majority of whom are not U.S. citizens.  Sadly,
industry sponsors think they are buying the time of the research professors.  This
is far from true.  Bottom line: If you must fund ANYBODY, establish sound
measurements, follow the money, and evaluate how it's being used.

Sep 13, 2011 8:36 AM

25 underemployment, "food insecure", homeless or housing jeopardy, illegal activity Sep 13, 2011 3:53 AM

26 1.  Reduce some of the state's finances by having stricter guidelines for Social
Services benefits.  Start making these people accountable.  Make it mandatory
that they take state education and training in order to continue benefits--maybe
even reading and writing classes.  Make them employable--if not, there are alot
of communities that could reduce their budgets by putting some of these people
to work.  Start an incentive or voucher system---they take the training and
education they get additional food stamp vouchers or additional assistance--but
the system should also have a timeframe which this has to happen.  Stricter
guidelines, additional incentives---lets help these people to achieve more a
better way of life.  If they don't want to be held accountible, reduce or eliminate
their benefits after a specific time frame.  It was originally intended as a system
to help you in tough situations.  Today it appears that too many people make it
their life's goal to see how long they can stay on social services income.  2.  Stop
the abuse of the medicaid system.  Stricter guidelines and regulations should be
enforced.

Sep 12, 2011 10:21 PM
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27 A water park would be nice to bring in visitors and create jobs Sep 12, 2011 8:52 PM

28 I cannot stress strongly enough how bad I think gas drilling would be for this
area. Any "boom" it creates would be followed, within the lifetimes of most of us,
by a sustained bust.

Sep 12, 2011 2:22 PM

29 Promotion of tourism in our region throughout the state would go a long way
towards bolstering our economy, which depends almost solely on tourism.
TOURISM IS AN INDUSTRY!

Sep 12, 2011 8:00 AM

30 The promise of quick cash from natural gas extraction is blinding us to the need
to real jobs that will sustain us in the future, and attract creative young minds to
our area.

Sep 11, 2011 9:53 PM

31 Tourism and agriculture are very important to the region, they have grown to rival
well known regions of this country.  Cultural avenues and quality of life are a very
important part of this growth. I have worked in the tourism industry in the Finger
Lakes for 25 years, in that time I have seen growth in the arts, wine and beer
industry, agriculture, recreation and related tourism businesses. The Finger
Lakes region is on the cusp of national and world prominence. Regional
planning, the State of New York needs to take a long hard look and protect and
help grow this multi - billion dollar industry. People are coming in to our region
investing and improving communities, Mt. Morris, Hammondsport are examples,
what are the tax incentives for this type of community improvement, it's always
there for industry. For years I have heard regional, local and state planning talk
how we are going to bring industry back to Upstate New York, jobs, jobs, jobs.
Maybe that is a mindset that doesn't exist anymore, or at least in this country,
maybe it doesn't fit our region. Look at what we do have and we do it well,
tourism and agriculture and expand on that. I have met many people who are
moving into the region because of what we have to offer. Small business needs
help to grow and flourish. This is a new century.

Sep 11, 2011 1:26 AM

32 Some creativity in developing the economy.  I think the regional council is a start.
I am a consultant/grantwriter who makes a good living from the fact that we are a
poor rural area.  Frankly, I'd like to be put out of a job by having a vibrant and
growing economy in which all people have jobs and can provide for their
families.

Sep 10, 2011 6:01 PM

33 Fracking - if let loose in the area - will be a brief flash in the pan economically
and then will leave the area devastated. Not worth it. Just look at places where
this is taking place...

Sep 10, 2011 10:13 AM

34 Shortsightedness; eliminate possibility of fracking that is a green house gas and
will destroy the environment, the already weak infrastructure, and place a strain
on the already stressed economy!

Sep 9, 2011 2:22 PM

35 So far, every question seems to relate to "industrialization" ... there has been no
mention of taking steps to maintain the unique qualities of this area ... our
vineyards, parks, the finger lakes, etc. ... which currently provide for strong
tourism.

Sep 9, 2011 10:05 AM

36 I believe the proposed Hydrofracking process is unsafe.  It in turn will lead many
future problems.  This method of energy exgtraction in it current form is not going
to lead to a longer term economic benefit to the state.  Longer term I expect the
effect will be the opposite.  Studies already exist supporting this view.

Sep 9, 2011 8:12 AM
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37 If hydrofracking is allowed in NY State our economy and way of life will suffer, as
it is now in PA

Sep 8, 2011 9:39 PM

38 Abused power Sep 8, 2011 8:17 PM

39 People don't trust our elected officials.  I know I don't! Sep 8, 2011 5:21 PM

40 Overall lack of a long-term thinking and a realistic strategic vision for the area.
Blinkered pursuit of "economic development" puts the area in a competition
which it is bound to lose. Questions should be: "What will create the best quality
of life given the assets and drawbacks of the region?" and "What can the region
realistically support?" I submit that business- and industry-driven objectives are
not helpful.

Sep 8, 2011 4:40 PM

41 Immature partisan politics in Congress will have a negative impact on NY as well
as the rest of the country.

Sep 8, 2011 4:14 PM

42 Lack of regional identify.  As I noted above, I do not believe Tompkins County
should be pulled out from ties already developed with Syracuse (another region)
or Rochester (yet another region).  We must get beyond this 'region' concept and
realize we must work as one cohesive region (Upstate) in order to develop.  One
town may excel in one aspect, another town in another.  Let us use that to our
advantage.

Sep 8, 2011 3:36 PM

43 Water contamination is a significant concern that could be caused due to
hydrafracking.  Careful precautions should be taken before allowing the
hydrafracking industry to impact the Southern Tier's greatest natural resource,
uncontaminated fresh water.

Sep 8, 2011 2:34 PM

44 No Fracking Sep 8, 2011 12:55 PM

45 Lack of tariffs on goods and services this region could be manufacturing and
performing.

Sep 8, 2011 12:51 PM

46 Any state $ dolled out must come w/requirements for paying a living wage. We
need a single-payer healthcare system in NYS, although our entire country
would benefit if it was done at the national level

Sep 8, 2011 11:33 AM

47 Wage theft often goes unpunished. Working people don't even know their rights.
This means that hard-working people are often left in poverty.

Sep 8, 2011 10:55 AM

48 Availability of temporary/short-term housing for employees relocating to this
area.

Sep 8, 2011 10:04 AM

49 childcare, individualized job search assistance, low income housing with access
to public transportation

Sep 8, 2011 9:59 AM

50 fracking should not be allowed in the state Sep 8, 2011 9:45 AM

51 The housing market specificially in Tompkins County makes it very difficult for
low wage employees to find affordable housing.  High property taxes, land
values and an expensive rental market make it difficult for employers to find
good quality workers, because those workers cannot afford to live close to their
jobs.  As a result they live in the outlying rural areas and rely on private
transportation.

Sep 8, 2011 9:31 AM
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52 Government, business, and education systems need to drop the barriers and
work together to create a  sustainable future.

Sep 8, 2011 8:55 AM

53 The general New York trend of spend and project returns of revenue from
unpredictable sources like sales tax and gas royalties.  We must be more fiscally
disciplined, including revisiting the public sector benefits structure.

Sep 8, 2011 7:30 AM

54 Local government that considers the opinions of those who weekend or vacation
here more important then that of those who are living and working here.

Sep 7, 2011 8:36 PM

55 Getting younger/new ideas Sep 7, 2011 2:31 PM

56 Lack of a publically owned and supported invention R&D program. Sep 7, 2011 1:15 PM

57 I think you are trying to do a SWOT analysis here, but it's not really clear.  I'm
having difficulty answering the questions with agree-disagree boxes when the
directions asks "to what degree". That said, other threats to

Sep 6, 2011 7:25 PM

58 1.  Old Economic Development Think vs New Economic Development Think -
why would/should it work now? 2. If there were no 200M money carrot out there
would this group of people be together and engage in breakthrough thinking?  3.
Will the group put their past into the past so that the future being created isn't
more of the same old stuff?  It's easy to talk about a clean slate; it's hard work
creating it; we all have baggage.  It takes great facilitation and processes to
break through.

Sep 6, 2011 4:18 PM

59 ENVIRONMENTALIST! Sep 6, 2011 2:18 PM

60 Most of the population is low income, where are the customers? Brain drain, well
educated people leave, need to get over the region's image as depressed.

Sep 6, 2011 12:14 PM

61 lack of safe, decent, affordable housing for families and seniors Sep 6, 2011 9:42 AM

62 Onerous over regulation of virtually all aspects of business and personal life.
Outdoor boilers, recycling, pollution, insurance, etc.

Sep 6, 2011 6:32 AM

63 I think that hydrofracking will turn out to be a significant DETRIMENT to the
economic development of the area.  Jobs will go to out-of-towners who
specialize in this, and money will flow out as well.  The great damage to roads,
water and landscape will drive educated people and businesses to other areas.
The temporary wealth will not stay; the area will then be highly degraded, and
economic development set back.  In contrast, high-tech, cutting edge businesses
of the future with the educated people of the future will value a place that keeps
a clean environment, water, etc.

Sep 5, 2011 9:22 PM

64 No state support of start up activity Sep 5, 2011 8:26 PM

65 Why is it that Unions exist in government agencies? That sends a message to us
that govt is so undependable and untrustworthy that people need union
protection. If thats the case we should impeach the entire electorate and
replaces them with honest people.

Sep 5, 2011 12:55 PM

66 No Jobs that can support a person Sep 5, 2011 11:56 AM

67 Environmental and infrastructure concerns from fracking are not being
adequately addressed by local governments which fear limiting potential

Sep 5, 2011 3:24 AM
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revenue without considering potential damages and costs.

68 Affordable housing for workers. We need more support for region-appropriate
economic sectors like clean manufacturing, tourism, recreation, food production
(farming and processing), wineries, etc. Too much education in public schools is
directed towards standardized tests that don't test appropriate skills; too few
appropriate skills taught well (and teaching to the tests does NOT produce good
readers, writers, or people with math skills, etc--and I say that as a curriculum
specialist who studied this exact issue after I left the Water Resources Institute).

Sep 5, 2011 12:23 AM

69 General low ages by major employers- IE cornell- keeps spending on non
essentials to a minimum here. Stronger unions , higher pay for general
population will provide support for small support and non essentials ie arts and
craft vendors

Sep 4, 2011 10:45 PM

70 Keep hydrofracking out of the Southern tier. Sep 4, 2011 8:51 PM

71 Gas development would provide opportunities for new jobs, businessess, and
would provide income for farmers who have abandoned their farms due to lack
of money..

Sep 4, 2011 8:47 PM

72 People want to be proud of what they do. There is little pride outside Tompkins
county. Most people in the southern tier are, alas, just waiting to be told what to
do, so that they can go back to watching TV.

Sep 4, 2011 7:29 PM

73 We need the opportunity offered for gas development.  Gas drilling will provide
opportunities for new jobs and businesses.

Sep 4, 2011 4:36 PM

74 God said in the Bible He would fix our Country if we turn from out wicked ways
and follow Him.  BRING GOD BACK.

Sep 4, 2011 4:32 PM

75 Negative thinking Sep 4, 2011 12:25 PM

76 Traditions and paradigms. Sep 4, 2011 11:49 AM

77 Support for small businesses that are growing and have a hard time accessing
funding to expand.

Sep 4, 2011 11:38 AM

78 The move to allow fracking too quickly is going to be hugely detrimental to
quality of life, property owners rights,  and property value. We need a much
longer moratorium on drilling to stufy issues and find alternatives.

Sep 4, 2011 9:01 AM

79 Speculators who don't live on the properties leased for Marcellus Shale don't
have our region's best interest in mind.  Long time residents who signed gas
leases will get the money and run leaving the rest of us holding the bag.  Who is
going to pay the taxes?  New York doesn't tax oil and gas production, the only
state that doesn't. Even PA has seen the light.  Exempting increased
assessments on property producing gas is short sighted.  Gas production peaks
in the first two years of development then significantly decreases.  For Pete's
sake, TAX GAS PRODUCTION!!!!!

Sep 3, 2011 9:49 PM

80 All welfare and unemployment recipients should be required to have drug
screens to receive their benefits. The unemployed should be required to donate
a number of volunteer hours eash week in order to get their payment. Then
maybe theyd look for a job.

Sep 3, 2011 8:54 PM
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81 Mandates by the state Sep 3, 2011 8:45 PM

82 MOST SIGNIFICANT OBSTACLE STATEWIDE IS BAN ON
MARCELLUS!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Sep 3, 2011 8:08 PM

83 The lock of capitalism/corporations on the future must be curbed - not punished -
but made to share in prosperity.

Sep 3, 2011 7:35 PM

84 affordable health care for small business's as well as individual cost for
coverage, lack of legislators to have a plan of action for the future-do not base
the income on gas drilling-

Sep 3, 2011 3:45 PM

85 Lack of both a national and statewide energy policy.  Litigation risks -- NYS
should adopt a "loser pays" system like Texas has done.  State Pension Fund --
DiNapoli is a "loser" as sole trustee and investment manager -- fund needs to be
restructured so that it has a more balanced asset allocation and more
experienced/professional investment management.  More emphasis is needed
on highway and bridge repair and maintenance (not really mentioned in #1, but
should have prominence).

Sep 3, 2011 3:44 PM

86 Look at gas development as the best economic opportunity for the Southern Tier
and South Central New York since the Erie Canal.

Sep 3, 2011 1:35 PM

87 The natural gas industry pouring money into lobbying for their ability to
contaminate, pollute and destroy our bedrock, water and air creates an
atmosphere of fear and trepidation. What environmentally conscious company
would want to set up in the midst of gasland? The natural gas industry is a
'winner-take-all' proposition that gives them cash profit and destroys our
environment. This is a significant obstacle to developing sustainable economies
in our (any) region.

Sep 3, 2011 10:22 AM

88 Gas drilling in the area will have a major negative impact on ALL aspects of our
lives!

Sep 3, 2011 7:55 AM

89 1.  Reduced state funding for K-12 education combined with constrained local
budgets resulting from the State-mandated tax levy cap. 2.  Reduced State
investment in higher education, including community colleges. 3.  Lack of
resources for local economic development agencies - adversely impacted by
State policy change prohibiting IDAs to issue civic facility bonds

Sep 2, 2011 4:23 PM

90 In conclusion, there is a belief that most of these questions are positioned to
assist in allowing gas drilling and "fracking" to begin in the aformentioned
counties and beyond.  If so this is a misleading survery and shameful.  The easy
money that has kept some states afloat is a short term measure that can leave
may problems in its wake.  Personally I don't feel I can continue to put up with an
already difficult state to do business in if the only remedy is to push through
natural resource extraction.  That is the ploy of a 3rd world country with corrupt
govenments.  It is not a future and being the owner of a small business its not a
place I want to bet my personal future on.

Sep 2, 2011 2:44 PM

91 I do believe that the way that nat gas has entered the discussion and our lives
has been done in a way that industry has pitted neighbors against each
other...that govt finds it "too hard of a discussion to have" so everyone passes
the buck claiming it's not in their authority...that people's
frutration/fears/desperation causes increases in volume ...when people feel
unrepresented especially when their safety is in question they cannot move on to

Sep 2, 2011 11:44 AM
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embrace and produce good things...help in this arena will go far

92 Lack of sufficient community/hospital programs to help the growing drug
problem.An over abundance of young people with felonies that are not easily
employable

Sep 1, 2011 11:36 PM

93 lack of High tech start-up funding Sep 1, 2011 10:08 PM

94 See number two!!! Sep 1, 2011 9:58 PM

95 THE POLITICAL STRUCTURE IS DOMINATED BY DOWM STATE VOTERS
WITH LITTLE OR NO UNDERSTANDING OF UPSTAE ISSUES

Sep 1, 2011 8:28 PM

96 As mentioned above, please staff the lending arm of local development corps
with bankers who understand the lending process, not with public administrators
who do not. The BLDC very badly needs some competition to beat it into shape.
Ask any local business.

Sep 1, 2011 7:48 PM

97 Affordable broadband to cornerstone community agencies - community colleges,
libraries, schools - to bring training and fast communication into every
community.

Sep 1, 2011 5:56 PM

98 The wording of these questions points to the type of government involvement
that sparks business to leave or never consider NY. You folks can not even ask
questions that make sense or can be answered in a straight forward manner.
Ask how to reduce government , there by lowering tax needs , reduce state
mandated cost to local government and remove upper layers ( they are not in
touch with the people )

Sep 1, 2011 5:53 PM

99 Allowing natural gas drilling in Ny will help our area more than anything else
whether it is government sponsored or not.

Sep 1, 2011 5:14 PM

100 lack of funds for renovation of housing, to many structures over 50 years old Sep 1, 2011 3:49 PM

101 The largest obstacle to development in my opinion is that the same people and
groups are continually included in the process while many other groups are
omitted from direct participation.  It would appear to the general public that the
Economic Forums and the regional development groups are simply a rehashing
of the same issues by the same economic development groups and agencies.  I
think that if the selection of members for the regional councils had been more
broad-based and inclusive, you might get unique ideas such as developing
alternative energy firms in the region rather than pushing hydrofracking as the
salvation of the Southern Tier.  Rather than advocating for natural gas to be the
bridge fuel, you might have learned about geothermal energy and its 350%
efficiency rating which allows the electricity being used to produce $3.50 worth of
heat or air conditioning for every $1.00 spent for the electricity to drive the
geothermal units.  The only fossil fuel in the process is at the electrical
generation supply source and that may even be hydroelectric in some instances
so there is no fossil fuel being burned.  Natural gas is at best with the newest
generation of furnaces a 95% efficiency so that for every $1.00 of natural gas
burned, you only get $.95 worth of heat and NO air conditioning at all.  I have to
wonder if this suggestion for developing incubator industries in the wind, solar
and geothermal fields in the Southern Tier is even being mentioned in the midst
of the heated enthusiasm for hydrofracking.  I doubt it since I note that the
Southern Tier's Regional Committee is heavily loaded with local development
people already outspoken in their support of hydrofracking in the Southern Tier

Sep 1, 2011 3:32 PM
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as our economic salvation.

102 Lack of creative thinking amongst those currently elected and or in agencies.
Lack of responsiveness to requests from the public by the staff at SUNY system.
Staff in SUNY system need retraining.  The difference in responsiveness
between staff at private universities and at public campuses is well known.

Sep 1, 2011 1:45 PM

103 LIFT ALL MORATORIUMS AND HOLDS ON DEVELOPMENT OF THE GAS
INDUSTRY HERE IN NEW YORK STATE IMMEDIATELY.

Sep 1, 2011 1:27 PM

104 need pipelines & compressor locations for the gas industry Sep 1, 2011 11:36 AM

105 My concern is, Your committee is made up of business leaders ? Think about
your function as your job? If I bring in an idea, its a great idea, you look at it and
say what a great idea, there no analysis, no justification as would would
hopefully expect, no detail, but its a darn great idea and all it costs, is 200
million, you say what a great idea, lets do it, here's 200 million, you get a a raise
and a promotion? Treat this no different than what a business leader would
expect from his/her employee.

Sep 1, 2011 10:59 AM

106 The new;y passed tax cap!  It will hurt our schools, local infrtstucture and jobs. Sep 1, 2011 10:18 AM

107 New york has done well in studying the problems associated with Natural Gas
drilling .and will be able to monitor and control the Gas drilling process. I believe
the time to start drilling is now and allow the  economy of the state to improve

Sep 1, 2011 9:40 AM

108 Focus on obstacles that affect growth sectors, like agriculture, tourism and
health care:  Risk of losing clean air and water, risk of increasing health care
costs from pollution, risk of damaging our road infrastructure through industrial
impact.

Sep 1, 2011 9:08 AM

109 A master plan to deal with energy supply, in particular how to best take
advantage of emerging natural gas from shale. Pennsylvania has become a net
exporter of natural gas, while New York State is one of the largest users and
importers of natural gas.

Sep 1, 2011 9:04 AM

110 Assumption that government at any and all levels will or can or should 'fix the
problems'. Assumption that 'sustained growth' is a desirable goal.

Sep 1, 2011 8:16 AM

111 Vision. The Southern Tier is accustomed to a vertically oriented management
and economic structure, with large companies providing jobs too thousands. It
needs to acclimate to a horizontally oriented economy, with many smaller
employers. And to get those smaller employers, we need private entrepreneurs
with vision and a willingness to invest in it most of all.

Sep 1, 2011 8:12 AM

112 People in this region seem to want to return to the "Good Old Days" (of IBM, EJ,
etc.) .  While people here are very gifted and talented artistically, those arts
venues have not been put in the forefront as essential to the regions
development.

Sep 1, 2011 7:40 AM

113 Sewage plant should be  a high priority. Sep 1, 2011 7:04 AM

114 The environmental damage caused by Fracking will harm and possibly negate
any attempt at oher economic developement.

Sep 1, 2011 6:46 AM

115 Lack of vision, foresight, parochial attitudes that prevail among many of those Aug 31, 2011 4:36 PM
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responsible for economic growth. Our reliance on E-J, IBM, Link and the like
made us fat dumb and happy. And though leaders tou an entrepreneurial spirit,
to be truthful it is sorely lacking in this region.

116 Through practical educational reform (charters, accountable institutions or other
curriculuum adjustment), build a generation of workers w/ integrity,
accountability, tolerance, character, entrepreneurial spirit, charity, humility and
admiration for achievement.  Frankly, consumerism & the Me-generation have
spoiled our moral landscape and destroyed vibrant communities.  These traits
are not exclusive to the right-wing or tea-party factions, as media often portrays,
but are a moderate, if not Libertarian view; and the composite longing of our
forgotten citizenry.

Aug 31, 2011 3:48 PM

117 We need to support small business in creating manufacturing jobs. Aug 31, 2011 2:52 PM

118 Out-sourcing local jobs to other countries by existing companies in the Southern
Tier, often resulting with inefficiences in local operations.

Aug 31, 2011 1:36 PM

119 The changing demographics of the state, especially the Southern Tier, provide
an opportunity to take advantage of increasing racial diversity.

Aug 31, 2011 11:50 AM

120 Focus on jobs and less on politics. Look for opportunities that make sense. How
about Sikorsky/Lockheed joint venture? Provide the incentive to do the job here.

Aug 31, 2011 10:38 AM

121 NYS need a robust multi-pronged approach. A one size fits all model will not
work in a state that is so demographically varied. Tourism and service industries
should not prevent future development of high-tech production, or energy
production development. We must through away the either or model and
embrace a new economic model that provides the greatest good for all not just
the few. NYS must reduce entitlements across the board. State representatives
must be growing jobs not entitlements.

Aug 31, 2011 8:52 AM

122 Recognition that very small businesses (under $1 million/less than 10
employees) are valuable and need to be encouraged and supported during their
first 5 years. Identifying what sorts of products and services we need in the So.
Tier - to use here, and then actively spawning those, rather than encouraging
businesses that export their goods and services. Also, we need to focus on
Green job-creating businesses as a top priority.

Aug 31, 2011 1:45 AM

123 The disparity in income and wealth is a huge factor that isn't getting enough
attention and is fueling social unrest and injustice.  Environmental sustainability
is another key issue.  Hydrofracking, in particular, poses a devastating threat to
the economy of our region.  Most of the money will go elsewhere, leaving a
ruined landscape, air and water polution, plummeting real estate values, and a
decimated tourist industry.

Aug 30, 2011 10:35 PM

124 lack of long term planning Aug 30, 2011 10:14 PM

125 Not sure Aug 30, 2011 10:02 PM

126 In Ithaca we have two distinctive "classes" of citizens. Aug 30, 2011 6:15 PM

127 Need to recognize/optimize the economic value of our nonprofit sector beyond
the universities and large health centers.

Aug 30, 2011 4:11 PM

128 Equitable distribution of job access to all sectors of NYS communities is needed. Aug 30, 2011 3:57 PM
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129 Cost of doing business in NY is a constant beat down, workers comp, high gas
tax, high property tax, high electric costs, multiple levels of grants for help that
require completion of forms, wait time, reporting. If costs where lower this would
be unnecessary!

Aug 30, 2011 3:18 PM

130 The protection of existing industry like wineries and agricultural needs to be
addressed.  As the affects of climate change brings greater challenges to our
ability to produce food, we need to be better prepare to assist this industry.  We
do not need new, unproven or risky (genetically modified) forms of producing
healthy food- we just need to provide those that are already doing it with the right
resources when needed.

Aug 30, 2011 2:55 PM

131 Lack of a plan for sustainability of communities that are economically deprived. Aug 30, 2011 2:38 PM

132 NYS doesn't inspire youth. Perhaps if we committed to leading the world in
environmental protection, green energy, sustainable technology, smart growth
and public transportation (despite the country we are a part of) we might attract
the "best and the brightest" to the whole state, not just to Manhattan. The
German economy is an international powerhouse because of key public policies
around energy efficiency and renewable energy. Denmark and Sweden inspire
with their commitment to be off fossil fuels within a few decades. There is
confidence that these countries will be better places to live despite 21st century
challenges... i want NY to be in their league.

Aug 30, 2011 1:53 PM

133 Lack of communicatiion and misinformation resulting in people fellIng hopeless
in seeing any progress.

Aug 30, 2011 1:31 PM

134 The rural character of much of the Southern Tier requires lengthy driving
distances from town to town or even from home to work for employees.  It also
increases the impact of poor weather because of widely varying conditions
between locales.  While we can't change these things, we need to find the
positives (from an industry point of view) to encourage industry to become a
presence here.

Aug 30, 2011 1:14 PM

135 Slow pace of government in recognizing opportunities such as the natural gas
development.  It appears that other states are able to operate much quicker
while NY spins it's wheels watching from the sidelines.

Aug 30, 2011 12:39 PM

136 We focus too much on jobs and not careers.  Retail cashers are not careers.
Job creation needs to be framed in career opportunities

Aug 30, 2011 11:15 AM

137 The need for more farming for our food supply with less taxation so farms are not
lost to larger corporations.  We need to preserve our farming heritage.  More and
more farms are being sold off for housing. more housing less farms leads to
starvation.

Aug 30, 2011 10:03 AM

138 We need to generate income for the state and local govt so they will take the
burden off its citizens.

Aug 30, 2011 10:03 AM

139 government role should be set regulations to protect the public and support the
public when business doesn't provide those regulated functions, ie public safety,
safe working environments, minimum wages,

Aug 29, 2011 10:06 PM

140 You have to have a better bottom line than other locations.  We don't have better
weather, so it has to be something else.  A better rail/truck distribution system or
a better roadway network, or better jets at the airport, or better (read lower) taxes

Aug 29, 2011 9:17 PM
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than anyone, or free snowtires for all new employees - something!  Right now
the roadways and roadsides look abandoned - weeds growing between aligator
skin looking cracks in the pavement.  A significant number of streelight poles are
rusted out and are leaning or are burned out.  There is constant bickering in the
press and finger pointing at (always) someone else who is the blame for current
conditions.  A prospective company president visiting the area would run as fast
as he can to get out after picking up a copy of the paper.  There is no civic pride
any more - and why should there be?  The Feds slash previous funds, the
Governor slashes the budgets of all the agencies, and the work gets passed
along the work to the locals who cannot pay for it.  See #5 above - do something
audacious!  It's either that, or we die a slow, humiliating death.  Right now, it's
readily apparent which way we are going.

141 Natural gas. We need good regulations but they have taken way to long to
develop. We need a  trained work force to work in this industry. Both BCC and
BU should be developing programs to train local people to work in this industry.

Aug 29, 2011 8:57 PM

142 We can't move forward as a state unless we fix what is broken. Programs should
not be started or continue without proper controls and monitoring to provide
effective and efficient services.

Aug 29, 2011 4:50 PM

143 I see this area as an important agricultural area and tourist destination.
Coordinated efforts to bring assets of this region together to market them have
not been made.

Aug 29, 2011 4:19 PM

144 In cities even small ones like Ithaca where I do shopping the amount of diesel
fuel fumes in the air is unacceptable. To have dinner outside at one of the many
great spots down town is not enjoyable at all and because of the fumes from
cars and trucks alike, I no longer go down there. To walk downtown is unhealthy
and no longer appealing. I would love to go to NYC but the fumes are
unacceptable. Electric vehicles should be more affordable and trucks should be
mandated to clean up the diesel!!!  my last comment is about Gov. Cuomo. He
stated that, " If it's not safe we won't move forward", "if it risks our water we won't
do it" and "If elected I will listen to the people"    Clearly he is not listening to the
people, evidence, data, Cornell economists, chemists, geologists, engineers who
have informed him several times that gas development will kill our stable
economies, ruin water, air and soil and the state will become responsible for the
costs of drilling. We know HE KNOWS and he is choosing to listen to the
industry propaganda over his own people.

Aug 29, 2011 11:32 AM

145 There exists a strong us versus them mentality in regards to life time residents
versus newcomers.  If people from "out of town" don't feel welcome why would
they come to open a business?

Aug 29, 2011 10:42 AM

146 Hydro fracking looming oer our towns will not be an incentive to technology and
business as it clearling impcts the economics and security of an area.

Aug 29, 2011 10:34 AM

147 the delay in exploration of natural gas Aug 29, 2011 7:59 AM

148 I believe that we need to give much more serious support to creating a broad
and stable economic base through local small business and entrepreneurship.
There is probably a lot of wishful thinking about depending upon tech transfer to
create wealth that is fairly distributed.  We need a strategy that is designed to
create broadly shared wealth - not more funneling of profit to the few.

Aug 29, 2011 12:31 AM

149 Restrictions on natural gas development and property taxes way to high - you Aug 28, 2011 11:04 PM
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have to be wealthy to live in NY.

150 Politics.  Influence peddling by our professional representatives dooms the
efforts of those who are honestly interested in improving our quality of life.

Aug 28, 2011 9:55 PM

151 Lack of strategic vision and leadership. Aug 28, 2011 8:38 PM

152 Protecting the beauty and safety of our environment...air, water, noise.  Standing
up to big money and industry to do so.  Who would want to live here and work
here when our beautiful area is industrialized?  How will this affect property
values? How will this affect the health of all citizens of all ages?

Aug 28, 2011 8:18 PM

153 More focus on the support of local, small scale business initiatives, particularly
availability grants and interest-free loans for enterprises focusing on the
development of agricultural value-added products, establishment of incubator
community kitchens, and of course support for business incubators. Local
communities must be involved and empowered by being given the opportunity
and the support needed to motivate community-oriented business ventures.

Aug 28, 2011 6:07 PM

154 Excessive State Budgets,Spending, & Borrowing. Aug 28, 2011 4:50 PM

155 Did I mention the strangulation of the natural gas business? Aug 28, 2011 4:04 PM

156 For NY, as with most of the country, the major obstacle to economic
development is the cost of doing business and the uncertainty of future costs.
Faced with these, it's no wonder that development is moved to other countries.
Until this changes, we're sunk...

Aug 28, 2011 12:36 PM

157 WE NEED HUGE PR EFFORTS TO TURN AROUND OUR REPUTATION,
ANYONE LOOKING AT THIS AREA USING GPS ECONOMIC PROJECTION
SOFTWARE ARE DISCOURAGED TO COME HERE. AS EARLY AS THE
1990S I TOOK A MAP SOFTWARE CLASS THAT HAD SOFTWARE THAT
PREDICTED OUR EXCALATING DECLINE.

Aug 28, 2011 12:10 PM

158 NIMBY is a major inhibitor to development, as is the attitude that somehow
expects the glory days of Endicott Johnson and IBM to continue. So many in the
Southern tier spend all their time worried about naming things for Johnsons and
Watsons and looking back that they cannot (or will not) look to the future.

Aug 28, 2011 11:54 AM

159 I don't see Natural gas development mentioned once. It will be an economic
boon to the state.

Aug 28, 2011 11:42 AM

160 We need to support profitable agriculture, mining, gas drilling, gas storage. Aug 28, 2011 11:40 AM

161 there has to be a way to think about the development of our community and
healthy business growth in this area that does not jeopardize those things that
make this area such a treasure. well-planned, thoughtful, responsible
development, that takes into consideration more than the bottom line cannot be
the oxymoron it is so often accused of being.

Aug 28, 2011 9:54 AM

162 lets develop our natual gas resource to provide  affordable energy Aug 28, 2011 5:59 AM

163 The pro-business climate, cooperation and incentives offered by many smarter
states

Aug 27, 2011 11:24 PM

164 Way too many Gov't bodies, must consolidate Aug 27, 2011 10:41 PM
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165 I just want to say the Gov. is really trying to make life better with this plan. I feel
the whole process will skyrocket with the gas fracking and be a major jumpstart.
thank you

Aug 27, 2011 10:14 PM

166 No incentives or decentives to keep manufacturing here. Companies sending
business to Mexico and China because it is cheaper, costly local jobs.

Aug 27, 2011 8:47 PM

167 none Aug 27, 2011 7:42 PM

168 Allow for natural gas drilling. I could pay my debts and taxes all at the same time
and hire people to put up and repair my fences and help put a roof on my house.
My sons could have better jobs and their children would be assured a better
future. I am a grass-based farmer. My animals are all raised naturally on pasture.
Yet, I do believe Natural Gas drilling can be done safely and the communities
can benefit significantly. And if our tax paying citizens make some money for it,
the state will collect taxes on that extra income, the folks earning the money will
have it to put into the economy. It is a WIN-WIN-WIN situation. I fear that the
downstaters, jealous of the landowners upstate, and politicians are trying to find
ways to block the drilling until they can figure a way to take the income away
from family farms and property owners.

Aug 27, 2011 5:01 PM

169 The state and many towns and villages are a mess. We need to consolidate.
Even if it means people have to lose their jobs...many private sector people have
lost their job. I have a immediate member of my family that was in the middle of
six months of chemo/radiation and the company she worked for decided to
eliminate her job. So gov't needs to step up to the plate and get rid of dead
wood. They need to be run more like a business. I know that is a dirty word in
government. The unions are destroying us.

Aug 27, 2011 4:59 PM

170 The prospect of gas drilling is an obstacle in two ways: (1) many local leaders
(and perhaps econ development agencies) are counting on drilling to help our
economy, and so are not looking for other options. I have heard several times,
"gas is the only thing that can help us," or "without drilling our economy cannot
grow. (2) I know of many homeowners who have postponed improvements, and I
assume the same goes for some small businesses. If drilling comes, and with it a
complete change in the character of the area, some businesses (and individuals)
will suffer, and fear of that prospect keeps them from investing now.

Aug 27, 2011 4:37 PM

171 Some of our representatives have the mind set that if NY State is approached
with a business opportunity, it can be followed up on, but don't bother going out
of state to recruit businesses.  Totally reactive instead of proactive attitudes.

Aug 27, 2011 4:14 PM

172 I see the main problem as a lack of political will to make the economic
transformation that our society needs in order to meet the challenge of global
warming.  We're still desperately trying to find new sources of carbon that we
can put into the atmosphere.  We should be expending energy doing exactly the
opposite.

Aug 27, 2011 3:03 PM

173 HIGH ELECTRICITY COSTS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT DURING MY YEARS
WORKING FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN THE SIDNEY, UNADILLA,
AND BAINBRIDGE AREA,

Aug 27, 2011 2:37 PM

174 Environmental extremist scare tactics about hydro fracturing gas drilling. They
say that drilling will destroy our land, roads and air quality with poisonous
chemicals. Not true.

Aug 27, 2011 11:23 AM
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175 The procastination of a well thought plan to have a permitting process for our
local and state gas development. Its been over 3 years and we are still
vacillating. Its purely insane with a dying economy and Penna reaping billions
and thousands of jobs we in New York just raise taxes and continue to stifle
economic growth.

Aug 27, 2011 9:58 AM

176 Employment , manufacturing Aug 27, 2011 9:56 AM

177 Closings and cutbacks in our local parks (example: state campgrounds last
year).  This area has some wonderful natural and historical resources which we
are not taking advantage of (fully) from the standpoint of tourism.  "Local people"
do not like tourists.  It's a shame because we could grow a wonderful economy
here if we took better advantage of our local natural resources via tourism.
Instead, we see gas drilling as a "natural" resource.  This is only going to destroy
any hope of cultivating tourism in our area.

Aug 27, 2011 7:49 AM

178 No climate to foster relationships with new BU grads to give them jobs or
encourage their entrepreneurialism.

Aug 27, 2011 7:07 AM

179 How did we price ourselves out of the market, can we as Americans afford our
own products?

Aug 26, 2011 11:52 PM

180 COHERENT LAND USE PLANS, HABITATION CORRIDORS AND
GREENSPACES ARE LACKING COMPARED TO OTHER STATES.

Aug 26, 2011 10:16 PM

181 right wing corporate owned politicians, Dems and Republics, have sold out the
working/middle class and now calls on the victims to underwrite the "economic
recovery".

Aug 26, 2011 9:49 PM

182 get on with the gas drilling and you will have more work beyond your dreams  not
only with the drilling but local business  look at PA with open eyes

Aug 26, 2011 9:43 PM

183 We continue to loose educated young while retaining  uneducated older people.
People in these hills still think their health is affected by power and low pressure
gas lines

Aug 26, 2011 9:37 PM

184 no buisneses, no jobs, not enough taxes to support our government so our taxes
go up

Aug 26, 2011 8:41 PM

185 Dairy farmers and organic farmers need more support. Aug 26, 2011 8:30 PM

186 Worker's Compensation mismanagement and expense, exotic welfare programs,
exorbitant utility rates and associated taxes, duplicative educational systems that
are way too top heavy.

Aug 26, 2011 8:00 PM

187 Too much government Aug 26, 2011 7:43 PM

188 property taxes taxes taxes get it? Aug 26, 2011 7:32 PM

189 I think there is a serious lack of government commitment to the economic
development issues in rural areas.

Aug 26, 2011 5:01 PM

190 You have loaded your questions to not cover the real issues due to
hydrofracking and the economic devastation, unpotable water due to
contamination and ground-level ozone. How can this be an objective survey?

Aug 26, 2011 4:44 PM
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191 I am surprised that workforce housing is not mentioned in any of the above
categories.  This is a growing issue, especially as it relates to affordability for
median income workers and as an essential element of sustainable
development.  Building a more diverse stock of housing both related to income
and type can revitalize many of the small urban and village environments if
thought about holistically with business and commercial development, and
infrastructure.  Rural sprawl should not be the outcome of economic
development as it wastes resources and the environment.  Preserving the
environmental quality and beauty of our region is important to attracting
residents and businesses for the quality of life.

Aug 26, 2011 3:53 PM

192 We could definitely use more funds for local ED staffing -- to increase
relationships with local business and better serve their retention and expansion
needs.

Aug 26, 2011 3:52 PM

193 The outrageous amount of foot dragging and total lack of leadership in approving
natural gas drilling in New York State. A glaring  lack of leadership exists in
Albany. Three years and counting. New York State politicians are a disgrace to
mankind.

Aug 26, 2011 3:50 PM

194 local governments using zoning to prevent businesses. Aug 26, 2011 3:47 PM

195 I think a five year plan is a little too short term. I think although natural gas drilling
may increase economic activity in the short term it will decrease the overall
marketability of the area.

Aug 26, 2011 3:39 PM

196 We spend far too much money and time chasing after businesses which are
located elsewhere and not enough local investment. We need to work more
effectively with people who already want to be here and who want to stay here.

Aug 26, 2011 3:38 PM

197 Local town boards adopting anti-business regulations hindering small
businesses to come here or stay here.

Aug 26, 2011 3:10 PM

198 Lack of unifying vision of a positive future. Aug 26, 2011 3:02 PM

199 Natural gas needs to be developed to provide jobs and to allow land owners to
keep their land.

Aug 26, 2011 2:31 PM

200 Economic development agencies that are too closely allied with local politicians
and focus primarily on giving tax breaks to industry.  Ineffective regional planning
that fails to advance a balanced community development agenda.

Aug 26, 2011 2:31 PM

201 Entrenched politicians and parties that exist for no other purpose than to
maintain the status quo.

Aug 26, 2011 1:48 PM

202 Failure to develop and implement permits to drill in the Marcellus shale.  An
inexcusable delay in developing it for the benifit of all New Yorkers and the
country.  With 3 years of misleading, inaccurate and at times down right lies
about the safety of hydrofracking.  Enough is a enough, it's time to start
responsible drilling and bring economic relief to our region/state.  Through DEC
monitoring and best practices New Yorkers should be allowed to see the
rewards that our neighboring Pennsylvanians have seen for years already.  It is
a proven fact that hydofracking can be done safely.

Aug 26, 2011 1:32 PM

203 Local government is controlled by vocal special interest groups that do not allow
for democratic process. Many assumptions are made with no fact to align with

Aug 26, 2011 1:29 PM
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positions of leaders in power.

204 The attitude that the low employment finance industry is the only industry worth
catering to in New York State. The economic opportunity of a century has
presented itself in the form of oil and gas and New York politicians create a red
herring over hydrofracking. Yes New York political mindset is the only thing
holding New York back

Aug 26, 2011 1:23 PM

205 ESDC should facilitate a relationship between local high schools and local
businesses so that businesses can tell the students what they are looking for.
There should be no shame in staying in the area to work - even in a local job that
does not require a college degree- but if that is the case, then the workers need
to be groomed at a young age.  While it is important to learn about the sciences,
arts, etc. students need to learn the basic principles of a hard work ethic.  (And
they should know how to count back change)

Aug 26, 2011 1:06 PM

206 We need to get away from fossil fuels, encourage alternative energy NOW,
insulate and upgrade homes, swap out furnances and boilers with geothermal
systems.  Denmark is going to be fossil-fuel free in a few years.  We can do that
too, it we just make it a priority.   We rely too much on foreign countries for food
and fuel.   We drive too much because our jobs are not local.   Our food is
dangerous to eat, because it is not grown by someone we know and trust.

Aug 26, 2011 1:05 PM

207 There must be a reexamination of the purpose of government.  Its main concern
should be the individual citizen.

Aug 26, 2011 12:18 PM

208 Develop and request volunteers for economic task forces of the average working
class to assist this new Southern Tier Regional Council.The majority of the
council members are very successful business owners who may not have the
insight what most people and small business owners are experiencing,

Aug 26, 2011 11:58 AM

209 I don't like the idea of centers of development that involve travel for workers.
This creates other issues. More funding for ccoperative extensions that focus on
public education on needed skill sets would be useful.

Aug 26, 2011 11:55 AM

210 Finalize the SGEIS and start allowing hydrofracking / drilling. into the Utica and
Marcellus.

Aug 26, 2011 11:48 AM

211 Corrupt judicial system in Steuben County which causes a tremendous amount
of unnecessary, avoidable issues and problems for small business owners.

Aug 26, 2011 11:24 AM

212 The resistance to Natural Gas Development Aug 26, 2011 11:23 AM

213 The region doesn't have a strong identity outside the state, or even within, such
as "The Finger Lakes" or "The Adirondacks" these phrases conjure up images
and feelings about the places the reference. "The Southern Tier" lacks this.
Basically, you have to have a place people want to live in (so they will move or
stay there) to have a strong long term economy. There also seems to be a lack
of programs geared towards training people who want to start a small business
but don't know how or have connections in a community. For example a program
like this one in Vermont: http://www.wsbp.org/

Aug 26, 2011 11:13 AM

214 Natural Gas developement is our only hope for lowering the tax burden and
attracting employees and employers.  Rgulations should be simplified.  How
about a flat income tax rate, that would also help.

Aug 26, 2011 11:04 AM
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215 Water contamination Aug 26, 2011 10:59 AM

216 The delays of natural gas drilling in the state is holding back strong economic
monies.

Aug 26, 2011 10:56 AM

217 The lack of political representation for upstate.  There is no secret that downstate
has all the pull and representation.  There doesn't seem to be any concern about
the plight of upstate, especially when it makes it less expensive to purchase their
vacation homes here.

Aug 26, 2011 10:51 AM

218 Impending hydrofracking is deterring educatied people from moving to this area. Aug 26, 2011 10:35 AM

219 regulatory agencies place unnecessary roadblocks, in particular DEC, DEP, and
EPA

Aug 26, 2011 10:35 AM

220 Political uncertainty and instability. Aug 26, 2011 10:28 AM

221 Significant "underground"  cash/barter economy Aug 26, 2011 10:25 AM

222 SCHOOL TAX REFORM!!!!! It;s not fair. Aug 26, 2011 10:23 AM

223 there is currently overregulation and too high a tax burden. upstate seems to be
held hostage by New York City and it's agenda. For example-- the open air
burning ban.  This is a reduculous overregulation in farming country. Also the
pace of natural gas development has hurt the southern tier greatly. We should
be benefitting now from our homegrown resource. We have paid the high proprty
taxes for generations and now are being told how we can/can't use our own
land?!

Aug 26, 2011 10:04 AM

224 Plans that emphasize natural resource exploitation are a disaster in the making
in terms of the area's longterm economic outlook.  Look at West Virginia --
mining and drilling have brought locals nothing but misery.

Aug 26, 2011 10:00 AM

225 We need to re-evaluate the protection of the unions in New York. It is obvious to
anyone who looks at business trends, right-to-work states are growing, while
rust-belt states scramble down the unsustainable path of putting more and more
tax burden on the private sector to pay for the security and benefits of public
sector employees. People who've had to really fight for their jobs and lost their
retirement savings truly resent it.

Aug 26, 2011 9:58 AM

226 The State of New York should separate the facts from the "folly" in the natural
gas debate and responsibly publish such.  The "anti-drilling" faction has been
given far too much press with their frantic goal of stopping this "great engine" of
economic growth. Natural gas development in New York state can be done in a
safe and responsible manner.

Aug 26, 2011 9:58 AM

227 we need natural gas drilling here in ny state. why buy from mideast where they
use our money to buy bullets to kill our kids.

Aug 26, 2011 9:54 AM

228 Pension plans, health care benefits, excessive banking of sick days, etc. of
public employees and lopsided union contracts are extremely excessive and not
in sync with the  current economic realities.  The constitution and laws should be
changed to resolve these issues.

Aug 26, 2011 9:52 AM

229 People that want to work. We need more of them. Aug 26, 2011 9:40 AM
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230 Improving secondary education to ensure a competent workforce as well as
students prepared for college-level course work. NYS's high-school drop-out rate
must be reduced.

Aug 26, 2011 9:39 AM

231 We need to responsibly start taking advantage of the abundance of NATURAL
GAS in the Marcellus Shale bed, the Utica Shale bed and the possible oil below
these shale beds.  NYS has had methane gas coming out of faucetts, out of the
ground and into the water systems long before horizontal drilling started.  Drilling
will not be risk free but reputible gas drillers will ensure that these risks are
minimized.  (Cabot Oil Co is a disgrace to the industry.)

Aug 26, 2011 9:37 AM

232 We're sitting on the goose that laid the golden egg. The marcellus shale gas.
Lets stop letting NY City eco-nazis make the rules for us here in Upstate. They
have been drilling out in Western NY for over 20 years without incident, and they
are still drilling as permits come available. The people out there are doing well.
EVERYONE has a gas well on their land! The time to drill is NOW! DEC, the
Legislators, the Landowners are all in favor of it. But squeeky wheeled non-
residents continue to pressure every legislator out there to ban drilling. Put a 2%
franchise tax on what comes out of the ground and the State makes money, the
landowner makes money, the drilling company makes money, the utility makes
money...all money spent HERE in the southern tier...NOT in Libya, Syria, Iraq,
Saudi Arabia or anyplace else in the world where they hate our guts, but love our
money!

Aug 26, 2011 9:29 AM

233 These statements are very ambiguous. Aug 26, 2011 9:28 AM

234 Fracking. Aug 26, 2011 9:25 AM

235 Welfare: Women on welfare without a husband should  not be allowed to have
additional children. This could save the government and tax payers billions of
dollars.

Aug 26, 2011 9:23 AM

236 Lack of sound land use planning. Aug 26, 2011 9:06 AM

237 Environmentally safe natural gas drilling with strict DEC oversight would help
boost the economy locally as well as the state level. The technology is available
to make this happen.

Aug 26, 2011 9:06 AM

238 NO GAS DRILLING. NO FRACKING. THE ENVIRONMENT MUST BE
SAFEGUARDED.

Aug 26, 2011 9:05 AM

239 Obstructionist attempts to delay the start of natural gas drilling Aug 26, 2011 9:04 AM

240 Poor infrastructure, "persecution" of very small business and lack of most any
mass transit hurt the area immensely.

Aug 26, 2011 8:57 AM

241 Let's get on with nat gas development in environmentally responsible way - offer
limited permits (1 - 2) to each of the major drillers and let them prove they can do
it properly. Talking is all a waste of time and energy.

Aug 26, 2011 8:51 AM

242 Better road infrastructure.  The recent flooding shows how vulnerable the roads
are in the Coventry / Afton, Bainbridge area.

Aug 26, 2011 8:40 AM

243 Good Jobs,Good Jobs,Good jobs Aug 26, 2011 8:40 AM

244 Political enviroment in New York is reluctant to change for the betterment of the Aug 26, 2011 8:38 AM
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states future.

245 too much misinformation by the anti drillers and they dont even live in the area.
we land owners are smart enough to police our interests and would never have a
disregard for safety of water or forests at the price of making a buck.

Aug 26, 2011 8:27 AM

246 Our legislators continue to want to coddle their constituents rather than wear
their good business hats.  We elected them based upon their business talents
and they need to utilize that talent.

Aug 26, 2011 8:26 AM

247 pandering to environmentalists call for a moratorium with regard to producing our
states natural resources. we will realize economic improvement with the
production of natural gas and not importing 8 billion a year of gas from canada.

Aug 26, 2011 8:18 AM

248 Not taking full advantage of tourism as a whole.  The Finger Lakes provide a
significant potential to draw tourists.  State Park facilities are deteriorating and
funding is so limited we can't keep up what we have.  If state park facilities are
being shut down the law should be changed to allow sale to private owners -
especially if they could contain provisions to keep the facilities open to the public.
The current 5 lease or concession approach will not work over the long term.  If
we can't afford to keep up what we own we need to "right size" the parks - sell
low priority holdings and require that the funds received go into capital
maintenance and improvement of higher priority parks.

Aug 26, 2011 8:02 AM

249 Based on my life experience, economic development needs no help from the
government. Economic development occurs naturally in a free society when
there is a lack of government involvement, not an increase in gov,t direction or
supervision. Our most recent example of my observation is the decision not to
allow for the development of our natural gas resources. If not for the NYS
government, we would currently be enjoying the same economic boom the our
southern neighbors in Pa. are experiencing. This 5 year plan is an insult to the
southern tier. I have a 5 month plan that will work better than anything that
Albany will ever accomplish. Return the property rights to the landowners that
will allow them to harvest thier mineral rights in the form of natural gas. I know
you have no intentions of doing this, but I want to participate in this survey to let
you know that a lot of us sheep have completely lost any hope in the
performance and even the intentions of our government. You are ruining peoples
lives. Do any of you care?

Aug 26, 2011 7:30 AM

250 union labor scale pushing the costs to high Aug 26, 2011 7:27 AM

251 Preventing drilling for natural gas is damaging to our economy for the entire
state.  Drilling will give our economy such a long term boost, give the next
generation a future here and keep families together in New York.

Aug 26, 2011 7:09 AM

252 I think NYS can come alive again ! We do need to look more closely who is in
charge of local Workforce and Economic Development agencies though.Are they
really doing their jobs??? I don't think so! And let's build more tech parks in the
Southern Tier of NYS.I feel this will be the future of our NYS economy.

Aug 26, 2011 7:07 AM

253 I think we spend to much on the University system for people who will not stay
here. Most people are unable to get into SUNY Binghamton but we indirectly pay
for it.

Aug 26, 2011 7:04 AM

254 The natural gas industry should not be allowed to run rampant in the Southern
Tier wreaking havoc on the environment and quality of life of NYS residents with

Aug 25, 2011 9:31 PM
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it's destructive hydraulic fracturing practices.  In an effort to increase ecomonic
development, hydraulic fracturing should not be allowed to commence in New
York State.

255 The lack of good jobs to keep our children here in Binghamton and surrounding
area's could greatly be offset by The Gas Industry. we need to allow safe
responsible drilling NOW!!!!

Aug 25, 2011 9:30 PM

256 At state goverment influanced by misinformation and roadblocks set up and
funded by competitive energy businesses wanting to kill the nat gas opportunity.
Offshore oil , Nuk and local coal are at the heart of this program.  Allowing those
who live in NY City control private land use in central and western N.Y. is both
unjustified and unfounded. A goverment that works for the people and not for
special interest and party preservation is DESTROYING THIS COUNTRY!!!!

Aug 25, 2011 9:12 PM

257 Cheap energy, ie:NATURAL GAS to power the plants, run the trucks and
equipment, look at Pa.!

Aug 25, 2011 8:56 PM

258 There is a false impression fostered by industry-sponsored "studies" claiming
that hydro fracking will provide good-paying jobs and long term positive
economic development. In fact the Pennsylvania experience shows that local
communities suffer immediate economic detriment because of infrastructure
destruction, increased demands for public services, drops in residential property
values, increased costs for health services, and air pollution. High paying jobs go
to out of state itinerants. Profits go out of state, over seas, and into the coffers of
corporations which pay no taxes. Throughout U.S. history, communities where
mineral extraction of all kinds suffer further economic degradation after the
extraction process slows or ends. Local communities are left with toxic clean-
ups. In short, mineral extraction including oil and gas extraction are a bust
initially to local communities and a bust in the long term for regions where it
occurs. There is no boom, just bust followed by bust. .

Aug 25, 2011 6:16 PM

259 Need strong incentves to bring companies into NY and to assist very small
businesses to stay.

Aug 25, 2011 5:48 PM

260 The money going to public employee benefits should be diverted to business
incentives. More employment equals more income taxes for government.

Aug 25, 2011 5:45 PM

261 These questions are all predicated on the assumption that businesses want to
relocate here but won't due to something other than their own desire to low-ball
everything--wages, benefits, contributions to local tax base, etc.  The attitude of
businesses is at least as much to blame as a significant obstacle.

Aug 25, 2011 5:22 PM

262 Get the one thing we have a small chance at going ..Natural gas development
going in the southern tier.

Aug 25, 2011 4:26 PM

263 People don't leave because of high taxes....people leave because of lack of jobs.
Young folks will stay if there is a job opportunity.  While this is clearly tied to
taxes in a way...its about the jobs.

Aug 25, 2011 3:52 PM

264 Lack of pride in community.  People simply don't pick up the trash on their own
property.

Aug 25, 2011 2:45 PM

265 aging population; many of the youth have left these areas for greener pastures. Aug 25, 2011 2:41 PM

266 The Liberals from NEW YORK CITY Aug 25, 2011 2:04 PM
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267 an attachment to the old economy, the old way of doing business.  it's not
sustainable and it needs to change considerably if we are to prosper down the
road

Aug 25, 2011 12:50 PM

268 Between biomass for energy and gas this area has great potential for cheaper
energy sources.  People need to be educated about the facts with these 2
energy sources and then be allowed to make an informed decision.  The lack of
education is hampering that ability now.

Aug 25, 2011 12:40 PM

269 pass responsible gas drilling Aug 25, 2011 12:25 PM

270 Private appropriate housing for all needs of retirees - example, there are many
downtowns in this area.  Buildings could be rehabbed to be a mix of young out-
of-college students and retiree apartments or condos.  Retirees will like the fact
that these are short walks to the grocery store, banks, library, post office, and
other services.  Having young people around to help once in a while is also a
plus.

Aug 25, 2011 12:06 PM

271 I sense a lack of vision on the part of many of our leaders. The feeling I get in a
lot of communities is "here, we'll give you whatever you want, big box store, or
business, as long as you hire some people". There is no overarching plan or
vision for a place, and no long-term strategy for growth, except to build a new
office park somewhere five miles outside the urban area, where we already have
infrastructure, housing, and other amenities. The biggest challenge is to make
those amenities attractive again, since our infrastructure and services in urban
cores have fallen into disrepair due to the flight of the tax base to "cheap"
suburban locations.

Aug 25, 2011 11:44 AM

272 over regulations force companies to locate outside of NY Aug 25, 2011 11:38 AM

273 I really think there is a psychological component and lack of sense of regional
cohesiveness and pride that can go a long way in attracting new residents.  We
should be touting our rural countryside and communities as well as the
population centers that offer urban cultural opportunities.

Aug 25, 2011 11:30 AM

274 Hi,  Our social services budgets are insane.  All of the programs were designed
to help the needy but in the end they have destroyed the work ethic in our
country, while deterring businesses from staying here because of the high taxes
that support these programs.  The federal govt has not helped as they design
these programs and then pass the costs onto the state, county , and towns.

Aug 25, 2011 10:44 AM

275 The refusal of the Cuomo administration to ban fracking. If this destructive
drilling method is allowed to turn vast areas of the state into industrial
wastelands--ruining drinking water and air, driving away tourism, agriculture,
retirees looking for a pleasant place to retire, college students looking for healthy
campuses, and more--New York will suffer a decline in population.

Aug 25, 2011 9:02 AM

276 NYS Legislature and Governor Aug 25, 2011 8:01 AM

277 The climate in northern Delaware County is completely different from
Binghamton.  You can't make the same decisions for both areas.

Aug 25, 2011 7:22 AM

278 Delay of natural gas drilling. Aug 25, 2011 7:15 AM

279 climate - long, cold winters Aug 25, 2011 6:24 AM



214 of 681

Page 3, Q6.  Please identify other significant obstacles or issues not listed above:

280 no unified vision Aug 25, 2011 12:15 AM

281 Lack of public admission that Natural Gas is a bad, polluting fuel. Aug 24, 2011 11:00 PM

282 The development of natural gas will bring and in-flow of industry capital, not state
or federal money.  This should be something we we are hardest to get done in a
safe and efficient manner

Aug 24, 2011 10:32 PM

283 The negative mindset of media, businesspeople and some locals. We do need to
think creatively and innovatively. We are no worse off than the rest of the
country.

Aug 24, 2011 10:31 PM

284 Environmental protections against hydraulic fracturing that may negatively affect
the economic viability of tourism, agriculture, and the real estate values of our
upstate communities.

Aug 24, 2011 9:48 PM

285 none Aug 24, 2011 8:54 PM

286 Environmentalists against economic development Aug 24, 2011 8:29 PM

287 Anti business climate in general, specifically encouraged by the local media. Aug 24, 2011 8:21 PM

288 pass gas! Aug 24, 2011 8:04 PM

289 Mileage between centers / high fuel & transport cost Aug 24, 2011 8:04 PM

290 The most important issue to me and my family right now is to keep
hydrofracturing away from our state.  I am VERY concerned about the water
supply.  I am proud of the work NY has done to research the fracking process
and by taking it's time to decide.  I still hope to have this pride intact in the next
decade!

Aug 24, 2011 4:10 PM

291 Export-oriented economies remain primitive, suffer through booms and busts,
and go nowhere. It is only when an area begins making for itself what it once
imported that a viable economic base begins to grow. Production for local use is
what begins to weave the connections between local individuals and businesses
that make them parts of a productive and stable economic community.” Thomas
Michael Power Chair, Economics Department -University of Montana Not one of
the many criteria listed above, specifically recognize that the economy can and
should return a social value to the community. We have not fared well in the
globalized economy. We have not fared well under the direction of the titans of
Wall Street. The exploitation of natural gas will no doubt create immense wealth
and extend our addiction to fossil fuels, but the few studies made about boom
and bust "rushes" are pretty clear about the end result being local
impoverishment. But corporate profit is the holy grail in the US paradigm (this is
changing elsewhere) and it is more important than social profit. There needs to
be a much better balance and when we are talking about spending our tax payer
dollars a lot more emphasis on improving the lives of those who pay taxes into
the system here.

Aug 24, 2011 3:58 PM

292 Have drug testing to weed out dopers in social programs Aug 24, 2011 3:26 PM

293 Lack of cohesive plan for expanding broadband in rural or otherwise
underserved areas of the state.  Local municipalities and communities need
more expert guidance on how to arrive at a broadband deployment business
model to adequately meet local needs.

Aug 24, 2011 3:11 PM
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294 There is a huge problem with the gas drilling issue. The industrialization that
hydrofracking would bring is incompatible with agriculture, wilderness areas, and
residential life, which are the current primary uses of the land. Banks are already
leery of giving mortgages to properties that have mineral leases or that are next
to land with leases. The assessments of land are getting even more confusing; is
this land a farm or a potential housing subdivision or about to become an
industrial gas production and processing lot? Farmers and vintners are faced
with the prospect of losing their market if hydrofracking occurs on or even near
their properties, as many buyers have already said they will look elsewhere for
products if HF comes into the area. Tourism will also take a major hit if
hydrofracking comes to the area, because people come for the lakes, waterfalls,
forests, farms, vineyards, and quiet towns with fun shops. They won't come if
there are non-stop trucks, and fumes, and wellpads and compressors stations on
the hills. In looking at PA, we are seeing very few jobs for locals with a huge
lowering of quality of life - more noise, more traffic, more air pollution, more
accidents, more crime, increased rents, more homelessness, emergency and
health services stretched thin, houses losing their value so that people are
unable to sell them because no one wants to live in an industrial zone (or
sometimes because the well is contaminated).  As I stated in a question above, I
think that we need to bypass fossil fuel development and look to green energy
jobs. They will encompass a wide range of education and skills and actually
move us in the direction we need to go as a country and as global citizens.
Some resources are referenced here:
http://www.greenforall.org/resources/green-prosperity  We also need to look at
the longer term. Fossil fuel extraction creates a boom/bust cycle. We need long-
term stability, not a boom/bust.

Aug 24, 2011 2:22 PM

295 Taxes are so high that the only way to get businesses to locate are through
'incentives' that put higher costs on already existing businesses.

Aug 24, 2011 2:10 PM

296 There is an incredible need for off-road (ATV and dirt motorcycle) recreation
opportunities.  The state has collected a registration from off-highway vehicles
(OHVs) for years without little to show for it other than robbing of the fund for
other purposes.  Other states have stories of great economic booms from the
development and construction of trails.  Riders need to purchase gas, food,
beverages, lodging, etc.  The snowmobilers have demonstrated successes to
the north country.  We need OHV opportunities in the central and southern areas
and have the state use the dedicated fund for the purpose for which it was
intended.

Aug 24, 2011 1:10 PM

297 Threat of industrial drilling that would destroy other incentives. Aug 24, 2011 1:08 PM

298 Companies can access cheaper labor in other states Aug 24, 2011 12:28 PM

299 Economic development usually focuses on business development and not
community development on the theory that it is business development that leads.
I would propose that both receive simultaneous funding, especially community
development that improves the daily living conditions of all people in the
community.

Aug 24, 2011 11:15 AM

300 One obstacle is allowing large corporations that have immense sway in the
decisions that affect our lives and communities.  They have the most to gain and
the least to lose.  We do not have the funding to protect our position and we
have elected officials that are overburdened with trying to address all these
issues and problems that grow and change every day.  Simple quick answers
that are presented to them are tempting.  The short quick answers are not what

Aug 24, 2011 10:34 AM
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we need now.  We need vision, planning and input from every source and all
players that buy into the solutions to the problems we face. [The key word being
“buy”]  We need honesty and a government that admits they need our help.
Faith has been lost in both directions and it is time to sit down and take a breath
and face our problems together and trust that every player has the best
intentions to reach new heights and to be daring and courageous in taking the
steps to address these issues so that they do not continue to haunt us year after
year.

301 too many levels and  number of governmental units. Aug 24, 2011 10:32 AM

302 We have become a service based industrial state which tends to be low paying
and does not "draw" the educated young to the Southern Tier or NYS

Aug 24, 2011 10:26 AM

303 Thank you for trying this regional initiative.  We are so appreciative of our natural
resources this area has to offer, and want to be able to have businesses that
offer employment, good schools, decent roads - so that families and young
people have reasons to make their homes here.

Aug 24, 2011 10:23 AM

304 Threat of hydrofracking undermines ability of area to develop tourism, endangers
wine enterprises, could undermine economic development.

Aug 24, 2011 10:01 AM

305 A strong and hopeful vision of a future that includes vibrant, sustainable and
empowered communities and regions in NYS is needed more than ever. This
effort is hopefully the beginning of a larger process and dialogue that will expand
and deepen such a vision.

Aug 24, 2011 9:54 AM

306 The lack of education about sustainability of our State.  We have water; Arizona,
New Mexico, and California do not.  If we can prevent fracking, we will have
water sufficient for good lives in New York in perpetuity.

Aug 24, 2011 9:53 AM

307 All Business, Tax, Systems retooling related initiatives need to be future directed
towards creating sustainable communities and support systems.  Job creation
has to be No 1. now, but those jobs need to be focused on creating a
sustainable future

Aug 24, 2011 9:45 AM

308 income levels are not keeping track with increases in cost of living. unique
geography creates issues in accessing services by rural residents

Aug 24, 2011 9:33 AM

309 Better public schools (i.e. more funding) will help attract educated workers. Aug 24, 2011 9:31 AM

310 not sure is this will be addressed in the survey.  We have a huge resource under
our area...natural gas.  I support responsible drilling and more important we need
to have local access to the gas to attract business that is dependent on fossil
fuel for manufacturing.  In addition, our area has a host of top schools that
should be developing degrees/training programs that support the drilling
industry, inspection/regulations jobs and planning with regard to having this
American recourse under our feet.

Aug 24, 2011 8:44 AM

311 Currently a focus on Marcellus Shale as a supposedly BIG economic stimulus,
but one that is in fact linked to the Old Economy with a huge infrastructure
investment and a lot of environmental risk, is  a big distraction from developing a
truly long range plan for a New Economy for the region.

Aug 24, 2011 8:14 AM

312 You all need to recognize just what is important in living, and it is NOT turning a
beautiful rural landscape into an industrial sacrifice zone just because some

Aug 24, 2011 7:43 AM
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corporations want to make money at the expense of people who live there.  We
can recover from the current economic slump, but not if our land, air, water are
polluted and the culture is decimated by those who value money over the
biosphere..

313 Culture, art programs, theater, music, fine art. Build culture, business and
econimic developemnt follows. While the converse is often pursued (build
business and culture follows) there are ample examples of efforts in establishing
cultural opportunities first or along side and with business that helps econimic
development flourish.

Aug 24, 2011 7:40 AM

314 Again, due to the rural nature of our county, services are often difficult to access
for some of the population.

Aug 24, 2011 7:31 AM

315 The uncertainty around the development of the Marcellus Shale, here in the
southern tier is certainly an obstacle. Without potable water, ie, a protected
watershed, there can be no business, there can be no progress, there is no
incentive to invest in an area if the water is at risk. If thousands of trucks destroy
the roads, taxes will increase just to maintain the infrastructure. If there is no
potable water, now and in the future, we are sunk. Fracking is the single most
significant obstacle to economic development in the region. Boom and bust will
not do. Destroying our way of life for a temporary fix will not do. We've got to
invest in sustainable energy while we still can.

Aug 24, 2011 12:30 AM

316 Lack of vision (looking long term at sustaining our community) and unity (all
working together) and a commitment keeping quality of life as our #1 goal
(finding industry, business, training opportunities that are compatible with the
environment we want to live in).

Aug 23, 2011 9:00 PM

317 We need to stop this not in my back yard attitude in New York that's what's
driving business away people don't want gas drilling or wind or hydro well that
means we have expensive imported fuel we're just lucky Canada is so close or
no industry could afford electric in NY.

Aug 23, 2011 5:43 PM

318 Not enough support for start ups. There are great programs like NYSTAR which
could benefit from more funding and attention. Unfortunately NYFVI was cut from
the budget. These farmer directed R&D funds addressed issues related to the
viability of agriculture in NY State. Not the time to be cutting programs like that!
States like Kentucky will match federal funds for industry - university
partnerships (SBIR program) which is a huge draw for both start up capital and
the researchers involved. OK, and no one is going to like to hear this one, but
Cornell does not offer great IP agreements for industry-university partnerships.
I'm tangentially involved with a start up in NY who heard all sorts of stories from
potential venture capital investors that they prefer to work in NJ through Rutgers
or PA through Penn State because the IP licensing arrangements that Cornell
offers for small start ups are not favorable for business. I understand that the
university needs to make some funds licensing IP developed on campus, but
there is a breaking point where companies will just go to a different state/land
grant university if they are offering a better arrangement. We need to get that
creativity, entrepreneurship, and MONEY back in NY state. I know there is a task
force on industry - university partnerships as well, but this issue affects regional
economic development!

Aug 23, 2011 5:00 PM

319 Government structure.  Too many units of government. Aug 23, 2011 4:59 PM

320 NYS continues to create an environment that is not employer friendly through Aug 23, 2011 4:18 PM
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imposing new regulations that actually make employers less efficient and
productive. The Wage Theft Prevention Act is the most recent example of this.
This is not to say that the intention of ensuring people understand what they are
being paid isn't good but the prescriptive nature of the regulations are
problematic.

321 The questions are rather vague.  Tax and subsidy incentives for desirable,
environmentally sustainable businesses would be the best tool to help the
region.

Aug 23, 2011 3:50 PM

322 (1) Limited amount of and outdated/substandard residential housing (lack of
reliable regional transportation) unattractive downtowns

Aug 23, 2011 3:45 PM

323 Over regulatory in NYS, unfunded state mandates, inefficient state government Aug 23, 2011 2:32 PM

324 The use of loc cost fuels. How about Natural Gas!  The cost is much less for
large business to heat and utilize this source than it is for the use of tradiational
methods!  We need to allow fracking!  In PA the creation of approximately 50K
jobs in that industry has been a boon to certain communities that otherwise
would have all but dissapeard!

Aug 23, 2011 2:06 PM

325 Lack of monies for smallpopulated counties. On the governors plan the monies
will be spent on communities withe greatest job production, yet small counties
will have increased fewer jobs receiving less monies. Yet the small job increase
would be a boom to our community. The governors program as I see it has many
flaws. for the rural areas.

Aug 23, 2011 1:31 PM

326 Mandated expenses: The majority of county budgets are spent on welfare,
medicaid and housing for people who continually live on the county's dime.
There is an untapped work  force that needs to be tapped and get them off the
government supplied life style. Welfare should be for a maximum of 6 months.  If
the person gets into a training program for a job or college to better themselves
then extend it for 6 months.  If the program continues then continue support. to a
maximum of 2 years.  This four generation system needs to end.  I don't have to
work if welfare taakes care of me.

Aug 23, 2011 1:23 PM

327 Lack of attention to environmental factors (i.e. "fracking"). This sort of industrial
development will damage our areas appeal for tourism.

Aug 23, 2011 1:17 PM

328 There is a disconnect between private/public sector employment opportunities
and higher education academia.

Aug 23, 2011 1:08 PM

329 Survey is too general.....consider listing a variety of possible solutions and their
impacts....and ask for opinions on the trade-offs.  e.g. higher taxes on the rich
will potentially result in the following.....

Aug 23, 2011 1:07 PM

330 Growing apathy among life-long residents of this area.  The declining state of the
area is more and more evident every day - and there seems to be no stopping it
- and few individuals with good ideas on how to stop it.

Aug 23, 2011 1:00 PM

331 Too many entities that are supposed to focus on economic development that
work separately and at times in competition with one another. Also, have
produced volumns of plans and reports--that DO NOT get implemented--
because no one takes responsibility to do so. Should be stronger link between
the Chamber of Commerce and ALL employers, including nonprofits. Should
focus more on a whole, healthy community if we want others to be attracted

Aug 23, 2011 12:46 PM
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here.

332 Accessibility to quality food choices / options in both urban and rural
environments.

Aug 23, 2011 12:45 PM

333 NIMBY attitudes regarding development, natural gas in particular. Aug 23, 2011 12:18 PM

334 Image of the Broome County/Southern Tier area needs to be cleaned up and
promoted heavily

Aug 23, 2011 12:03 PM

335 Too many politicians, and not enough political representation.  Too much
pandering to the whims of big business.

Aug 23, 2011 12:03 PM

336 Sufficient and effective police force, and more importantly a consistant and
strictly enforced code enforcement

Aug 23, 2011 11:57 AM

337 Narrowmindedness and lack of experience of other places and ways of doing
things among the longtime residents.

Aug 23, 2011 11:56 AM

338 Encouraging the cross fertilization that leads to a creative class that wants to
stay in the region. Some of this is cultural and social encouraged by the idea that
things can happen. If people think nothing is or can happen, then it won't.
Access to decision makers, transparent government, citizen participation could
be helpful in encourage people to engage in their communities.

Aug 23, 2011 11:38 AM

339 Individuals who lack the capaity to understand that without watershed laws, there
would be no need for this survey because evreyone downstate would be dead;
who then lump these laws in with the need for affordable high speed internet
access. This will produce very, very scewed results.

Aug 23, 2011 11:31 AM

340 A vast majority of Town Boards acting in their own best interest, with hidden
agendas and personal gains guiding their decision making. Do you know how
many of them hold gas leases, are part of landowner coalitions, or have close
family members that do/are and  appoint planning/zoning boards for their 'pro-
gas' stance?!? GET RID OF THE CORRUPTION AND WE'LL HAVE PEOPLE
STEWARDING THE STATE THAT CARE ABOUT THE STATE.

Aug 23, 2011 11:31 AM

341 Environmentalist Groups, Aug 23, 2011 11:30 AM

342 UNIONS.  Has there ever been a study done to figure out how much money
would be saved statewide if we got rid of prevailing wage.  It makes no sense if
someone takes a construction job and agrees to a pay rate of $20 why should it
matter if they are working on a government job?

Aug 23, 2011 11:26 AM

343 Items 2 & 3 are the keys. One other item to consider....several of the growth
states are right to work states. Maybe NYS should benchmark some of these
states.

Aug 23, 2011 11:11 AM

344 There seems to be the non-communication between the different levels of
government down to the grassroot organizations that are already partnering with
stakeholders.  It is time to really partner and be inclusive of grass organizations
and work together versus at only one level.

Aug 23, 2011 11:10 AM

345 Fracking is the single most important issue to my business right now. We have
not made any capital improvements to our facilities in years because if fracking
comes our property will be worthless and we will have to move. We don't feel

Aug 23, 2011 11:02 AM
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that any government agency, local, state, or federal, will be able to protect our
clean air, clean water, and peaceful surroundings from the gas companies.

346 Shortsightedness and lack of imagination on the part of state and local
government. They are glad to welcome an industry like gas drilling, which will
lead to a short term boom and a severe long term bust, yet they don't search out
more creative solutions to our area's poverty and unemployment.

Aug 23, 2011 11:01 AM

347 I think a primary issue in lack of economic development is a overwhelming lack
of pride in our community.

Aug 23, 2011 11:00 AM

348 I'm sorry, but this is so negative.  Let's start with what we have and make it
better.

Aug 23, 2011 10:48 AM

349 Again, to level the playing field in order to compete with other areas for attraction
& retention we have to have public/private investment in community amenities
(visual improvements to built environment, recreational & cultural opportunities)

Aug 23, 2011 10:40 AM

350 Environmental health. LAND USE PLANNING as in Europe which preserves
arable land and creates efficient population clusters.

Aug 23, 2011 10:38 AM

351 The hydrofracturing industry is messing up the real estate market, creating
outrageous expectations, and local governments will be unprepared to deal with
a powerful and historically unscrupulous and corrupt industry that avoids long-
term investment or compensation for its impacts on local communities.

Aug 23, 2011 10:33 AM

352 Various TV shows and radio commentators are negatively warping local
conversations and decisions.  Turn them off and talk to your neighbors. Learn
the value of local resources and if they are to be sold, sell them at the right,
highest price. Pooling resources with people that you know will lead to better,
stronger businesses, beholden to neither banksters nor vulture capitalists. That's
how my businesses were established and are run!

Aug 23, 2011 10:24 AM

353 I believe that the more significant issues have been listed above. I am a firm
believer that in addition to all the issues listed, beautification of our area,
including gateways, road side, landscaping, parks, fountains, etc. would play an
important role in attracting business and residents. First impression of our area is
the most important. We need to better utilize our river front properties to attract
new homes,businesses, etc. We need to find the means of eliminating our
vacant, old industrial buildings that are a major eyesore here in Binghamton and
throughout the county.

Aug 23, 2011 10:14 AM

354 we need a Government and media to strongly and  fully embraces green and
sustainable and restoring existing buildings and making them higher efficiency.
Until we have that, we will get no where.

Aug 23, 2011 9:24 AM

355 parking for downtown areas is limited Aug 23, 2011 8:45 AM

356 Hydrofracking. What is NYS going to do about regulation, clean-up, and
road/highway maintenance? Is this going to be another tax-payer burden? Why
did NYC shrink the DEC??

Aug 23, 2011 8:38 AM

357 We have a stratified society. The bottom of the middle class has fallen out. The
low income are mired in a depression. The unemployment numbes due not
reflect the reality on the street. Black NYS has real unemployment numbers
about 30%. If your poor and black your screwed. Poor white NYS the

Aug 23, 2011 8:36 AM
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unemployment numbers are really about 20-25%. You really can't drive to work
in a $40k ride, read the WSJ & NYT go to meetings in air conditioned rooms then
go to Aldi's to buy the cheapest food you can find to feed your family. I think you
all are seriously out of touch with the majority of NYS.

358 Gas drilling in NY will make all the above obstacles worse.  Cuomo is trowing
away the future for the hope of a few years of boom. Gas is NOT the way to
move into a positive future development.

Aug 23, 2011 8:35 AM

359 There is a lack of creativity and innovation. Aug 23, 2011 8:33 AM

360 environmental degradation due to hydro-fracking will be an issue that adversely
affects economic development in the Southern Tier

Aug 23, 2011 8:21 AM

361 change the format for intelligent answers Aug 23, 2011 8:14 AM

362 this survey has such mixed messages within each question that are mutually
exclusive to each other, the only way you will be able to use this data is to cherry
pick all of your answers.

Aug 23, 2011 8:10 AM

363 We need to support our people, our communities, our farms and businesses.
Our over attention to Wall St and big industry is eroding our state.

Aug 23, 2011 7:45 AM

364 An unbalanced, short sided public view of constructing and aiding business
opportunities at the expense of earth's sensitive environment, our diversity of
cultures and our history.

Aug 23, 2011 6:22 AM

365 The government and our tax laws focuses on things that help the rich and large
corporations, and things to increase economic growth, whereas they should
focus on improving our quality of life--how can we have more locally grown food,
organic food, small local businesses. How can we put people to work cleaning
up the environment and working on developing sustainable sources of energy
(small-scale solar, wind, and hydropower). We do not focus on that. We must
completely end our use of fossil fuel and not develop any new sources. We need
to put money into energy conservation, not extraction.

Aug 23, 2011 12:54 AM

366 Lack of local innovation, ability/desire to compete on a global scale, a penchant
for blaming government for the failure of local/regional manufacturers to
streamline and adjust to global market in the manner that other industries in high
wage/high tax nations (i.e. Germany) have successfully done so.

Aug 22, 2011 10:45 PM

367 Lack of initiatives at the local to merge municipalities that no longer serve a
significant purpose and prevent efficiencies that could be possible through
consolidating governmental services.

Aug 22, 2011 10:16 PM

368 Not investing enough in alternative sustainable industry and economy. Aug 22, 2011 9:41 PM

369 WE HAVE TOO MANY OLD EJ BLDGS IN OUR AREA THEY NEED TO BE
RAZED, OR IF VIABLE PLACE MANUFACTURING IN THESE BLDGS.

Aug 22, 2011 9:28 PM

370 RACISM, STRUCTURAL AND INSTITUTIONAL. Top of the list. Till the USA
gets this problem solved we won't advance much at all. All our institutions must
needs change to eradicate this particular disease.

Aug 22, 2011 9:08 PM

371 there are hidden resources amongst individuals..perhaps if they were more
encouraged to network or if there was a more public and anonymous forum for

Aug 22, 2011 8:55 PM
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them to utilize it would take the strain off of what businesses should provide and
what people need to consider to have a prosperous future. Or businesses should
be more heavily rewarded for setting up forums and blogs amongst workers so
that community centricity is achieved. Opportunities for carpooling, childcare,
recreation, business opportunities etc

372 The risk that Gas Well frack drilling is approved in New York State, that will kill
our water/land/air quality as well as our wineries, tourism, and quality of life.

Aug 22, 2011 8:48 PM

373 Don't get on the hydro-fracking bandwagon. Aug 22, 2011 8:35 PM

374 Tompkins County needs a four-lane connection to the interstate road system. Aug 22, 2011 8:20 PM

375 Lack of a variety of industries and employers in this area. We need smaller
locally-based business that will hire local people and stay in local communities,
not big businesses that pull out and lay off employees.

Aug 22, 2011 8:09 PM

376 keep hydrofracking out of new york state.  do not sell out this amazing
countryside or the rich resources which are this place - trees, soil, water,
animals, air.  without these things, these irreplaceable things, new york would be
NOTHING.

Aug 22, 2011 7:36 PM

377 New York State has become run by misinformation whether it be by
organizations or our media that seems to have other interests then seeing New
York State progress. The southern Tier and all of New York State is being held
hostage by these people and has already very seriously injured the economy for
what appears to be no good reason on their part. Issues need to be studied in a
timely manner and then allowed to move forward. There is nothing cut in stone.
Zero tolerance doesn't work never will work and that policy has shunk New York
State and the country out of touch with the world

Aug 22, 2011 7:17 PM

378 Any measures that will fuel and reward  local, grassroots enterprise and
development are desperately needed.

Aug 22, 2011 6:55 PM

379 Parochialism and limited imaginations that have difficulty picturing communities
and regions as extensions of their pasts.

Aug 22, 2011 6:23 PM

380 The main obstacle to good economic development is the greed encouraged by
capitalism that treats our natural environment as expendable for the profit taking
of a few.  Our area is able to meet the needs of all who live here but we are all
impoverished by the "economic development" assumed by this questionnaire to
be a high good.  We need no more development of industry that is geared to war
contracts and should shut down all the plants that now cater to the Pentagon.
There is good economic development and bad but there is no distinguishing
here.

Aug 22, 2011 6:11 PM

381 Personal agendas, self promotion and divergent interests will be greater
obstacles than those above.  Set these aside and work for the greater good.
The communication skills of those representing the Council need to be top notch.
Likewise, printed and visual communications need to be better than the
competition.  Invest in some talent.  As an example, it has been difficult to
respond to this survey because of wording and structure.  Good luck.  It's always
needed.

Aug 22, 2011 5:40 PM

382 I do not believe that anyone with financial ties to an industry should be allowed to
help regulate that industry as there is an obvious conflict of interest.  This is

Aug 22, 2011 5:28 PM
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already happening in the Marcellus Shale development area..

383 FRACKING that makes the area unlivable, destroys home values, jobs,
depopulates area, contaminates water, et al.

Aug 22, 2011 5:18 PM

384 Biggest obstacle is land planning.  Too many planners have a degree but no
practical experience.  People do not want to live in nodal development in rural
areas.  They want to live in rural areas to be away from people.  Concentrate
housing in the most practical area - and concentrate commercial/industrial
development in the most practical area.  The boundaries of different
municipalities needs to be invisible when this regional approach is taken.

Aug 22, 2011 4:15 PM

385 Does the region see the NYC market as a viable, long term consumer of
Southern Tier products such as subway and rail cars and bus transmissions?

Aug 22, 2011 4:05 PM

386 Lack of manufacturing jobs in our area. Aug 22, 2011 3:50 PM

387 Potential for natural gas industrialization to damage the environment, strain local
resources (both natural and municipal), and decimate the tax base.

Aug 22, 2011 3:45 PM

388 Uncertainty about the outcome of the fracking debate is stifling further
development of industries that rely on clean water and natural beauty.

Aug 22, 2011 3:38 PM

389 No Fracking Aug 22, 2011 3:32 PM

390 BAD POLITICS Aug 22, 2011 3:13 PM

391 I believe that support for sustainable business development is crucial to our long-
term economic well-being. This includes increased support for relocalization
efforts (finding local markets for local businesses; developing local businesses to
meet local needs) as well as training and incentives for renewable energy and
other long-term-sustainable enterprises.

Aug 22, 2011 3:07 PM

392 Thanks for this opportunity to voice input.  Lack of environmental protection is
my most important concern regarding any economic development.

Aug 22, 2011 2:59 PM

393 Outsourcing jobs!  Bring them home! Aug 22, 2011 2:55 PM

394 Let's build an economy, a transportation system, an education system that puts
children and families first.  Every child and family should be well supported.  We
need more programs like Even Start, which is being de-funded, everywhere.

Aug 22, 2011 2:49 PM

395 How are our mediaid/medicare costs?  Is this where our property taxes are
going?  Overhaul the medical system drain and lower our taxes.  Why are we
called the Welfare State?  How embarrassing to live here! Cut welfare benefits
and cut taxes.  This will keep people here more than creating more government
agencies to once again 'steamline' public agencies.  I am a worker here and I
want desparately to move to a place with lower real estate taxes and utility costs
and leave NYS to the welfare recipients living here happily.  They can have the
precious state.

Aug 22, 2011 2:49 PM

396 Ancillary activities beyond the work environment that will attract and retain the
type of people we want in our communities.  Education, Arts and Entertainment
are important factors when someone is considering relocating.  We need to think
beyond making a place attractive to "work" and instead focus on making it a
place where people want to "live."

Aug 22, 2011 2:30 PM
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397 Entitlement programs in New York need to be controled. People who are able to
work in some capacity need to earn their entitlements. Public pensions and pay
need to be more inline with the private sector.

Aug 22, 2011 2:20 PM

398 Housing Programs administered under the Homes & Community Renewal
Agency in NYS must be included in this Strategic Plan.  Programs that assist
with home repairs to keep elderly in their homes, to eliminate blighted areas
within communities and to keep homes on tax rolls needs to be included in the 5
Yr. Strategic Plan!!!!  Affordable Housing is key to Economic Development.  If
you can't provide decent, affordable housing in your district for people to secure
and live in, there is no need for economic development. The two go hand-in-
hand.

Aug 22, 2011 2:15 PM

399 There are only two major reasons why people leave New York State - Taxes and
the Weather - Well we know we can't do anything abou the weather so let's
WORK TOGETHER and lower the taxes - We pay way too much money with
regards to Property Insurance, Health Insurance and Pensions - The scale has
tipped too far in the public sectors favor

Aug 22, 2011 2:03 PM

400 There are far too many layers of government in NYS, many of which duplicate
each others services and require taxes to operate.

Aug 22, 2011 1:56 PM

401 Affordable housing in areas surrounding existing work opportunities. Aug 22, 2011 1:08 PM

402 a council will cost taxpayers money we do not have,unless it is self funded Aug 22, 2011 1:06 PM

403 More encouragement for local businesses, for helping farmers stay in farming,
busininesses who work in home and commercial energy efficiencies.

Aug 22, 2011 12:58 PM

404 Doing surveys is great but what are you going to do with the information
gathered and how will we know that something is being done with the
information. We are giving you the theory of what to do, will you put it into
practice????

Aug 22, 2011 12:46 PM

405 Universal Health Care, Public Transportation, Widespread affordable housing,
increased access to education, and strong, concise, enforced Environmental and
Health/Safety Regulations would go far in alleviating many of the obstacles in the
way of economic growth.  We all need this to happen.

Aug 22, 2011 12:33 PM

406 creating a council ,unless self funded only wasted more government money Aug 22, 2011 12:18 PM

407 The temptation to demolish historic buildings rather than to rehabilitate them for
a new use makes it difficult to encourage development of our coveted main
streets.  The ambiance of historic downtowns should become an important
selling point to encourage the revitalization of our communities. New buildings
tend to create a generic place instead of rehabilitating our historic resources to
enhance the individuality of our historic downtowns.  In Corning, after 10 years of
developing market rate housing, we have created 41 new market rate
apartments and there is a waiting list to rent the apartments (no vacancy).
People are willing to pay top dollar ($1/sf/mo +) for this type of space because it
is in a downtown with character defining features and an ambiance that is not
like every other place.  People would far rather live in rehabilitated historic space
than generic new space. Please encourage the revitalization of this space to
provide living space for people seeking jobs.  Please feel free to call me to
discuss if you would like.  I do a workshop on this topic for the PReservation
League of NYS which I have done for 7 years in communities across NYS.

Aug 22, 2011 11:46 AM
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408 The entire mindset behind this questionnaire. Aug 22, 2011 11:45 AM

409 The possibility of pollution of water, air and soil that would affect plants, animals
and humans.

Aug 22, 2011 11:43 AM

410 Urban blight, crime and drug use Aug 22, 2011 11:43 AM

411 We need to increase taxes on high income earners and corporations so as to be
able to afford the kinds of infrastructure development we need, and to protect
SUNY.  We need a long term moratorium on horizontal hydrofracking to protect
our environment and those job creating businesses in education, travel and
tourism, green energy, organic and conventional agriculture that depend on a
clean environment and water supply.  The threat of imminent industrialization,
which would create very few jobs and destroy so many others is the most
serious challenge facing the Southern Tier.

Aug 22, 2011 11:41 AM

412 Re-activate the superfund for clean up of toxic sites around the state. Aug 22, 2011 11:37 AM

413 Gas drilling will not  move us forward, it will just change the quality of life that we
have now to a lesser value and make a few folks rich, like lawyers who will follow
the truck accidents and help with law suits for polluted water wells. However if
we moved forward on building plants that could produce windmill parts or solar
panels etc..., a gondolla for transportation, turn the center of JC into a vital living
space, complete the rail trails. We need the powers that be to put money back
into our area rather than continue to extract it. BAE could build the windmills I am
sure, local contractors could rebuild JC, it would be great to have a golf course in
the middle of town, the rail trail would become the center of the whole place,
think about quality not quantity of life. Using educated folks rather than lower
paid truck drivers to move our economy. With 100 years of gas in the ground
there is no rush needed at this time, what we need to do is focus on other things
that will create a quality of life we have yet to see here.

Aug 22, 2011 11:34 AM

414 The NG pipelines and drilling must stop. We need a sustainable community and
short term gains in tax revenue from drilling are not worth the long term
environmental and health costs. More wind and solar are needed. Or else my
family is moving out of state.

Aug 22, 2011 11:27 AM

415 Too many overlapping planning groups. Aug 22, 2011 11:12 AM

416 I strongly feel that laying hopes of an economic recovery on hydraulic fracturing
for natural gas is a huge mistake. The industrialization of our landscape and the
lack of equitability pitting haves and have-nots against each other will further tear
our communities apart. The majority of the profits will be out of the state or head
out of state once the landscape and water are degraded.

Aug 22, 2011 11:11 AM

417 Need for blue and pink collar jobs that can earn a livable wage. Aug 22, 2011 11:10 AM

418 I fear that with the economy in the shape that it is in and has been in the
Southern tier, people are willing to sell out for natural gas and ruin what NY has
been trying to recover for the past 100 years.  The land here was at one time
farmed and logged to the point of destruction, and now we are finally at the point
were tourism is an industry here and the water shed is healthy- I hope that the
big oil industry doesn't create destruction of the worst kind all for the almighty
dollar. I wish that Wind, and Solar Power would be looked at legitimately not only
as a form of power but also as an industry (we could bring in a factory that builds
turbines or solar panels).

Aug 22, 2011 11:10 AM
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419 Lack of public buy-in and excitement about economic development goals. Too
little attention paid to the agricultural base of the rural economy-- constant cuts in
support services for agriculture (both federal and state).  Reliance on tax
abatements and other tax expenditures for most economic development
programs, which systematically excludes those without tax liabilities from
benefiting from the programs.  Excessive reliance on large corporations for
guidance and governance of economic development programs, skewing
programs away from the small businesses that are responsible for most of the
job retention and job growth.

Aug 22, 2011 11:06 AM

420 Town Boards lack of timely mainer in doing the paper work to build, Aug 22, 2011 11:05 AM

421 you lump "development" such as heavy industry with "development" that can be
technological  how about a hub developing natural gas vehicles and a natural
gas infrastructure as the pilot of the US?

Aug 22, 2011 11:02 AM

422 The biggest obstacle is the lure that somehow short term solutions (measured in
years or several decades) will substitute for real planning for a sustainable
future.

Aug 22, 2011 10:52 AM

423 not enough citizen participation (resident ennui) Aug 22, 2011 10:43 AM

424 We have reached the point of peak oil, cooper, silver, etc.  Our society requires
these things.  We need to plan for their inevitable depletion.  Further, we must
not destroy the place to  suck the last of our mineral resources from the ground.

Aug 22, 2011 10:41 AM

425 We need to protect the wine and tourism industry of the lower Finger Lakes and
the natural beauty of this region.  Focus industrial business efforts away from the
lakes.  When you bring industry into these tourist areas, you defeat the purpose
of economic growth.  These industries can co-exist, but there should be
established industrial zones that do not impede on other industries that rely on
the lakes and beauty of the region.

Aug 22, 2011 10:41 AM

426 If these 5 barriers can be overcome, any other issues would become
insignificant.

Aug 22, 2011 10:37 AM

427 The economic and environmental impacts of hydro-fracking and the perceived
unwillingness of local and regional leadership to invest in green jobs that support
renewable alternative energy.

Aug 22, 2011 10:33 AM

428 A statwide energy plan Aug 22, 2011 10:32 AM

429 Start drilling for natural gas NOW! No more obstacles, requirements, studies,
etc. The state is violating and infringing upon land owner's consitutional rights!

Aug 22, 2011 10:31 AM

430 The threat of natural gas drilling has dragged the real estate maket down. It
would destroy the agriculture and the turist industry. Gas Drilling will destroy the
Finger Lakes environmentally, econmically (no matter how many jobs are
promised) and in every other way. People will leave in droves or be forced to
stay in unbearable circustance because their property value has
colapsed.Hydrolic Fracuturing will kill the Finger Lakes Region in ALL
POSSABLE WAYS!

Aug 22, 2011 10:31 AM

431 1.  This is an enormous task in a period of scarce resources.  Some of our health
care trends such as dementia, autism and many others will swamp our support
systems.  It will take very strong leadership, communication and project

Aug 22, 2011 10:27 AM
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management at all levels to turn the ship.  Project management is very critical.  I
believe we know many of the issues and opportunities.  We are not as good at
developing the necessary work plans to address these issues and implementing
the results.  I think one answer is to call on volunteers to augment local staff to
define and implement these programs.  Another idea is to follow the Governor's
lead to think about economic development 90% of the time.  Focus is critical and
many can get involved in the economic development process.  Our vision, our
projects, our schedules should be easy to find and communicated often.  Our
successes should also be visible so we can create an environment of positive
momentum. 2.  With challenge comes opportunity.  The saga of the water
treatment system is not pretty.  It is complicated by fractured government
structure and now law suits.  It is also a long-standing impediment to business
development in Broome County.  The timing is not good.  Bring in the most
talented people in our area to tackle this issue in a positive manner and serve as
an example of how problems and opportunities can be addressed in the future.
3.  I would list our legislative divide as a major issue, but I have been impressed
by the progress made this year.  Prior to this year, a review of the legislation
brought to the floor does not reflect a focus on our economy.  We just need
some more quick hits in the area of mandate relief and regulatory changes. 4.  I
view the economic development competition as an opportunity to focus Upstate
New York on our economy.  We have the capability to turn the corner if we can
harness our resources on the right priorities.

432 WORKERS COMP COSTS ARE LAUGHABLE Aug 22, 2011 10:20 AM

433 I think hydrofracking is being touted as something with huge economic potential.
I think this may very well be true in the short run, but the prospect of
environmental degradation, future remediation and declining land value makes
this an economic opportunity with too much baggage to be viable in NYS.

Aug 22, 2011 10:11 AM

434 Lack of independent source of higher education in Chenango County. Aug 22, 2011 10:09 AM

435 The rich are inthe way.  Tax them  and lets bet for public works jobs going like a
good light railsystem.

Aug 22, 2011 10:04 AM

436 From a Delaware County perspective, our being linked to the Southern Tier is
inappropriate, we should be linked to Sullivan, Ulster, Greene, Schoharie, that is,
the other NYC Watershed counties.

Aug 22, 2011 9:56 AM

437 Obstacle is the ability to write a decent survey instrument. Seriously.... Aug 22, 2011 9:49 AM

438 As a general comment these questions lump too many things together.  I agree
with some, but strongly disagree with others.  So far this survey over simplifies
the issue and seems design to solicit a predetermined statistical "answer."

Aug 22, 2011 9:45 AM

439 No confidence in NYS's delivering on its promises--fear of rug being pulled out
from under NYS's E.D.. commitments when political winds shift

Aug 22, 2011 9:43 AM

440 Lack of cooperation among local municipalities and the county has been a huge
problem. Most have the attitude that they are not going to give up their piece of
the pie, which only hurts everyone.

Aug 22, 2011 9:39 AM

441 The threat of industrialization of the landscape with gas development will drive
out key industries such as agriculture, higher education and tourism.  We need
to be thinking long-term benefits, not short term boom and bust.

Aug 22, 2011 9:37 AM
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442 Lived here all my life and the property (especially rentals) have deteriorated
terribly.  However, I see a lack of respect and pride by the community as the
main problem.  Grew up in EJ neighborhood where everyone was low income,
however, took care of themselves and their surroundings (homes, apartments)
with appreciation, pride and respect.

Aug 22, 2011 9:22 AM

443 We can't do anything about the weather but we must do something about the
general run down appearance of our neighborhoods.  If we are to draw new
business and residences into the area, it needs to be attractive.

Aug 22, 2011 9:21 AM

444 I can pick which areas will get the majority of the money based on politics -
Downstate - Shelden Silver, Albany-the Governer, Westchester due to the
money and influnce of the people who live there. This whole thing is a political
smoke screen for giving money to the areas with the most polictical power in
Albany.

Aug 22, 2011 9:19 AM

445 NYS does not market itself! Hiring a few good people to do a five year marketing
effort that went nationally could attract talent and business to NYS. We have so
much to offer and it is the greatest state in the union and a reason it was called
the Empire State but we don't let the rest of the country know that. I would be
glad to be involved in a task force that might would consider this as we TRULY
do have the best of the world here at our fingertips!

Aug 22, 2011 9:19 AM

446 Hydrofracking will not be good for the Southern Tier, its people or its economy.
Please do not allow them to poison our community resources of clean water and
fertile soils so that a few may profit.  We need our government to serve the
people and protect our resources.

Aug 22, 2011 9:18 AM

447 Land abuse by energy companies and the ruin of farming and tourism. Aug 22, 2011 9:15 AM

448 Current regulations prohibiting natural gas exploration of the Marcellus Shale. Aug 22, 2011 9:03 AM

449 DO NOT USE THE ENVIRONMENTAL PLATFORM TO ELUDE POLITICAL
ISSUES TO COMPLICATED (redistricting) TO SOLVE.  THE DUMBING DOWN
OF AMERICA HAS NOT ARRIVED TO NYS citizens AND DO NOT TREAT NYS
residents  without the GOOD of the WHOLE of the COMMUNITIES for which all
NY'ers live - for a gain politically and financially of a the entitled few.

Aug 22, 2011 8:48 AM

450 Lack of coordination of youth services, lack of recreation and camp services,
youth employment services, bringing young families to the area, etc.

Aug 22, 2011 8:34 AM

451 FRACKING! If you allow gas drilling into this area, it will be dead.  People with
money and brains are already thinking of how to leave.  It would destroy our
area.  DON'T ALLOW FRACKING.  It will ruin us, make the area more
undesirable, drive away farmers and tourism, people that want to live in the
country, good professors at the University...and kill the rest of us.

Aug 22, 2011 8:29 AM

452 Hydro Fracking should not be allowed. Aug 22, 2011 8:21 AM

453 Uncertainty about fracking and the impact it may have on the environment
inhibits new business growth.

Aug 22, 2011 8:17 AM

454 The threat of hydrofracking-it would destroy upstate NY natural resources,natural
beauty,wineries, organic farms, tourism.  These are the resources that should be
recognized and appreciated.

Aug 22, 2011 7:22 AM
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455 Very vocal idiots such as those in NYC and Tompkins County who believe that a
degree in medieval French literature qualifies them as experts in petroleum
engineering and the environment.

Aug 22, 2011 7:13 AM

456 Absolutely corrupt government in the hands of corporations is the biggest
obstacle that I can see. The removal of the power of corporate control is
absolutely imperative. The corruption goes from the top to the bottom at the town
board level.

Aug 22, 2011 6:43 AM

457 Lack of leadership in key institutions across the region. Aug 21, 2011 11:54 PM

458 I believe that fracking is impossible to be safely regulated because of the cost to
the community for adequate number of regulatory inspectors. the temptation for
them to be bought by the wealthy corporations to overlook violations and the
ability of the corporations to pay fines rather than comply with the regulations.

Aug 21, 2011 11:51 PM

459 While hydrofracking seems a way to bring jobs and much needed tax revenues
to the Southern Tier, I feel this severly threatens the tourism trade and will make
much of this beautiful region far less desirable.

Aug 21, 2011 11:10 PM

460 The weather is a factor- it can't be helped but it makes some people and
businesses flee the area

Aug 21, 2011 11:02 PM

461 The economy must be developed locally, not globally. Investment in smaller local
firms including especially sustainable agriculture, green energy development,
and tourism to supply and provide relief to city dwellers is what will retain the
best aspects of the southern tier while leading to long term jobs and thriving
economy--the "big" ideas of the past (prisons, casinos, fracking) are deadends
economically.

Aug 21, 2011 10:55 PM

462 This may or may not be significant to your committee but it would be helpful to
municipal neighborhoods if housing code issues were addressed.  The
neighborhood stock of housing is deteriorated and unattractive.  Also, 30 years
of the Masonic Temple deterioration in Binghamton along with the deteriorating
buildings in Johnson City is  disheartening.

Aug 21, 2011 10:51 PM

463 There is a perception that NY is anti business.  All the slogans in the world will
not change this.  Our AG also does not help.

Aug 21, 2011 10:07 PM

464 lack of motivating message to rally around.  I Love NY has a black eye. Aug 21, 2011 10:04 PM

465 Potential for fracking application and waste to spoil our natural resources &
wreck our tourist industry

Aug 21, 2011 10:02 PM

466 Lack of a regional focus on some sector of industry that would create a zone of
opportunity and expertise, something less divisive, something everyone can
agree on.

Aug 21, 2011 10:00 PM

467 a Loaded survey that can be used to represent false information. Aug 21, 2011 9:57 PM

468 Historically, it seems that NYS's economic development initiatives are punitive in
nature.  The recipient of ESD funds must commit to a body (job) count and if the
count is not achieved then the recipient  of the funding is persecuted.  NYS
absolutely needs to change its model to be more like the Federal government's
Small Business Innovative Research Grant program.  Funding is given to the
best proposal responses to actual identified needs that can be solved with new

Aug 21, 2011 9:50 PM
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products and the company can grow.  This approach works extremely well.
NYS's approach doesn't.

469 need to consolidate the number of school districts and municipalities. Aug 21, 2011 9:41 PM

470 NY State must move beyond fossil and fracking Aug 21, 2011 9:32 PM

471 Lack of universal health insurance prevents many potential entrepreneurs from
striking out in new businesses on their own. I believe this should be New York
State's first priority.

Aug 21, 2011 9:25 PM

472 Stop illegal immigration and free beenies to them. Stop out- sourcing jobs to
other countries, and apply heavy import duties so we all can again buy American
made.

Aug 21, 2011 8:58 PM

473 If this state does not take a long serious look at natural gas development and
runs pell mell into drilling, it will be the end of economic growth and we will spend
years trying to recover.

Aug 21, 2011 7:52 PM

474 The survey as formulated is not viable. Aug 21, 2011 7:45 PM

475 Please stop fracking.  Protect our environment and our families from corporate
interests.

Aug 21, 2011 7:28 PM

476 Salesmanship by economic development agencies to persuade businesses to
locate here.

Aug 21, 2011 7:26 PM

477 Lets go back to basics.  Most of those already on public assistance is
generational.  We give them too much, there are jobs out there....flip burgers and
then supplement them.  I hate working for those that are just too damn lazy to
even try to get a job, yet they have more luxuries than the working man.

Aug 21, 2011 7:26 PM

478 A lack of people who can think clearly enough to formulate clear questions or
statements.

Aug 21, 2011 6:53 PM

479 My husband and I both have college educations. I was born and raised in PA,
and he was born and raised in New England. We came to this area about 27
years ago and have been very happy here. The clean, green nature of this
region was a huge draw for us. We own a home and more than 6 acres of land in
Windsor, NY. My husband loves to ride his bike, we both love to take long walks,
and we like to canoe on the Susquehanna River. We pay our property taxes on
time and we make a point of shopping at local businesses in the Windsor area.
We go to Binghamton about once a week to shop, eat at a restaurant, and see a
movie. We were planning to continue living here throughout our retirement, but if
shale gas extraction comes to this area, we will almost certainly move away as
we have no wish to spend our retirement amid truck traffic, gas wells, and
pipelines. There are a lot of others who feel the same way. In my opinion, shale
gas extraction may provide a temporary boom, but it will ruin this area for
generations to come.

Aug 21, 2011 6:41 PM

480 Lack of independent investigative journalism-- most news outlets are owned by
big corporations & aren't interested in problems of small businesses

Aug 21, 2011 6:39 PM

481 Hydrofracking is the largest threat facing our state today. It puts at risk our health
and that of our children's children. It threatens to ruin much of our existing
economic base, particularly food production, tourism, and winemaking. Even

Aug 21, 2011 6:36 PM
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education would be impacted adversely if NY became another PA.

482 Hydro-fracking could bring many more problems than opportunities. Aug 21, 2011 6:26 PM

483 The manner in which this survey is framed and phrased compromises its results.
Apparently a real obstacle is going to be the committee working on this project.

Aug 21, 2011 6:18 PM

484 people's resistance to change or any kind- especially if it's going to cost them $.
you can't keep the pristine sceanic landscapes if you want proper business
growth. the state needs to give the smaller businesses a better tax break than
the "big box" stores. most of our small towns have only a service station, if that.
there are very few small stores or businesses due to the high expences and
taxes involved.

Aug 21, 2011 5:48 PM

485 Any investment in fracking will clearly destroy everything on any strategic plan. If
fracking is allowed to take place, no amount of investment in other things will
matter. Without clean air, clean water, a safe and secure food supply, and the
natural beauty that makes this a good area to live in, we might as well be living in
a cesspit.

Aug 21, 2011 5:35 PM

486 Biggest obstacle to the Southern Tier economy is the threat of fracking and how
that will destroy the tourism industry that supports $350billion flow through the
area and its population. There is NO WAY fracking will improve the over-all
economy of the Southern Tier.

Aug 21, 2011 4:37 PM

487 Long term sustainability and lack of planning for renewable energy. Aug 21, 2011 3:40 PM

488 The impact of gas drilling activities could seriously undermine many of our
traditional economic activities. Polluted air and water will affect agriculture and
tourism. Quality of life will diminish and people will scramble to leave the area,
thus damaging local commerce.

Aug 21, 2011 3:08 PM

489 My husband is in transportation industry there is no major companies in the
southern tier this area has more than enough land to produce quality delivery
driver jobs on a local basis. Long island is not the only area for transportation.
Also property taxes in the area are too high in relation to wages for a non college
educated person.

Aug 21, 2011 3:06 PM

490 The Greater Binghamton area should become more pedestrian/bicyclist friendly.
As a frequent walker since the 1070s, I am well aware of the hazards associated
with walking. Our society must overcome its worship of automobiles (aided and
abetted by television comemrcials).

Aug 21, 2011 3:03 PM

491 The threat of disruption and destruction of our key assets, water, environment,
stable work force and planned growth, and livable communities,  by the prospect
of industrial strength gas drilling casts pall over our future.

Aug 21, 2011 1:39 PM

492 Natural gas frakking will lead to less, not more, development in the long run.  We
need to protect our natural resources so that agriculture and tourism can
continue to flourish and grow.  This kind of short-term thinking is not going to
create a strong economic base for our kids and grandchildren.

Aug 21, 2011 1:06 PM

493 I believe that the major issues have been identified.  Good luck fixing them. Aug 21, 2011 12:38 PM

494 I believe the long-term effects of gas drilling will deter stability & growth as it will
lead to the abandonment of many properties & small communities unable to deal

Aug 21, 2011 8:37 AM
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with the longterm health & environmental effects.

495 Housing Aug 21, 2011 6:34 AM

496 When a company is given incentives to develop business here, the local and
state governments give away the store with no commitment to stay longterm.
Jobs are promised, but not delivered.

Aug 21, 2011 4:12 AM

497 Fracking should be discussed AND safe use should be mandated. Aug 20, 2011 8:41 PM

498 Continued same individuals in leadership areas of critical agencies, need fresh
attitudes and perspectives, less politics.

Aug 20, 2011 2:08 PM

499 A fair and balanced newspaper/TV establishment. Too much slant in current
venues.

Aug 20, 2011 1:56 PM

500 committes  that rehash this thinking over and over and come to the same
conclusion.......and never move forward.

Aug 20, 2011 1:05 PM

501 We need an inexpensive rail and air service. Aug 20, 2011 12:06 PM

502 Traditionally we've always had a small number of major employers in the area,
cigar manufacturing then EJ shoes, then IBM.  We can't sit back and wait for the
next 10,000+ job employer to show up.  That's probably not going to happen,
although it would be nice if it did.  We need to rightsize our area and become a
college town.  Let's embrace that reality and not cling to the memories of the
past when we were the "Valley of Opportunity" in which Ellis Island arrivees
would ask "Which way EJ."  Unfortunately those days are gone, and no amount
of meetings or councils are going to bring them back.  We live in a different world
and a different economy, and we're better off adapting to it than trying to turn
back the clock.

Aug 20, 2011 11:59 AM

503 Prevailing wage makes public projects very expensive to the taxpayers but that
is a federal issue and it also gives middle class families money to spend. I think
the property tax is the thing that hurts New York the most when it comes to
competing for jobs, growth, development, and investment.

Aug 20, 2011 10:55 AM

504 I'm seeing alot of building (home, business, and farms (barns) becoming
destroyed because roofs are decaying. Once a roof leaks it rots the structure
and creates a black mold issue. There needs to be emergency action to help
owners at least fix and rebuild roofs all over NYS now. Let them pay it back in
thier taxes if you have to. Make it mandatory to fix roofs in repair because these
structures not become inhabitable, they eventually go off the tax roles and are
expensive to rebuild in this day and age. Also, I see a new roofing shingle that
has solar collectors? Let's have the state develop jobs by getting into the
manufacturing business. STATE WORKERS CAN BUILD SOLAR
COLLECTORS AND SELL IT TO THE PUBLIC AT COST. IT'S A WIN WIN
BECAUSE WE GET FOLKS OFF WELFARE, WAGES ARE SPENT TO
STIMULATE THE ECONOMY, AND WE SAVE ENERGY/ MONEY. I see
another trend I don't like where businesses buy a pefectly good structure only to
tear it down and rebuild another. Can't they find an empty lot? Seems like waste
to me.

Aug 20, 2011 10:25 AM

505 Vastly improving public education, and emphasis on  the arts. The impact of the
arts on science and technology and on developing children into well rounded
adults, enhancing economies (collateral "spill-over" business activity), and

Aug 20, 2011 9:48 AM
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strengthening communities (small and large scale group projects), cannot be
over-estimated.

506 Inability or unwillingness of those in government and economic elite positions
means that we are forever stuck in the rut of old ideas. We need a sustainable
economy, not a get rich today, leave town tomorrow approach.

Aug 20, 2011 9:03 AM

507 Previous industrial contamination that has not been adequately cleaned up. Aug 20, 2011 8:54 AM

508 too many layers of government Aug 20, 2011 8:38 AM

509 Our appreciation of natural, life-sustaining resources is an obstacle as well as
our naivity in thinking we live in a democracy. We are trashing our future for the
short-term profit of industry. What are our goals? If there are no goals, then it is
ludicrous to state obstacles. Obstacles to what?

Aug 19, 2011 11:58 PM

510 We need to bring the gas companies in for the revenue. They will take some of
the burden off tax payers, and help land owners pay their property taxes. Help
ones like us laid-off to pay our bills, and not lose our home.

Aug 19, 2011 10:36 PM

511 Possibly -- lack of motivated work force, too much generational dependence on
entitlement programs, poor quality county government (low expectations and
performance by/of personnel, bickering & divisiveness over moot issues, easily
side-tracked & difficult to stay on tyrack or work togehter.)

Aug 19, 2011 10:24 PM

512 too many local government bodies of towns and villages and cities, too many
school districts, too much NIMBY,  SUNY Binghamton  is marginally involved in
the community, poor public transit in Tioga County, shrinking tax base and
population loss, too many non profits who do not pay taxes as they should or
would,

Aug 19, 2011 10:01 PM

513 As stated above, excessive government regulation. Aug 19, 2011 9:58 PM

514 Parochial attitudes. Low morale. Aug 19, 2011 9:48 PM

515 More attention should be focused on building wealth from the abundant natural
resources in our region, such as agriculture, forestry, renewable energy,
recreation, tourism and the local foods movement.

Aug 19, 2011 9:38 PM

516 Economic development is a worthy effort, but not at the cost of our precious
natural environment: clean air, water, green culture, and healthy habitat for
people.

Aug 19, 2011 9:35 PM

517 HIGH TAXES, REMOTENESS, NO GOOD MEANS OF  ENTERTAINMENT Aug 19, 2011 9:18 PM

518 lack of public transportation Aug 19, 2011 8:04 PM

519 Too much reliance on Grants. Set an example to the general population and
dont overborrow. Live within your means whoever you are. Doing without is OK

Aug 19, 2011 6:38 PM

520 We need to have several core industries in our region that we can build around.
There doesn't seem to be a comprehensive view of what we could and should do
well here.  Seems to me that Education, Health Care, Defense, flight simulation
and electronic mounting technology should be highlighted and leveraged.  We
don't have an approach at all that I can tell.  That needs to change.

Aug 19, 2011 6:01 PM
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521 Our population is not being encouraged to remain in the area with abundant
employment opertunities.

Aug 19, 2011 5:52 PM

522 Economic development assistance should be improved for local governments Aug 19, 2011 5:30 PM

523 The lack of meaningful small business development funds and programs make it
hard to build a new business and create jobs.

Aug 19, 2011 5:04 PM

524 Motivation: with the length of time people have been collecting unemployment
we are starting to see applications from those that lost work in 09/10.  many of
these applications are from known people in our industry and there has been no
motivation up until the check stops to seek legal employment.  This has to end.

Aug 19, 2011 4:48 PM

525 We must continue to look for sustainable solutions.  We need to set our planning
horizons farther in the future.  Renewable energy development should be a the
forefront of our efforts.  Educational institutions need to be more engaged in their
respective communities.

Aug 19, 2011 4:43 PM

526 lack of support for building entrepreneurial ecosystem and lack of commitment
by existing companies in region to engage universities as full partners and
sources of innovation

Aug 19, 2011 4:29 PM

527 many people are against allowing any type of "big box" or new businesses into
their municipalities.  as a result there is nothing to keep the quality people here.
As a result things continue to deteriorate.

Aug 19, 2011 4:17 PM

528 Tourism is a huge economic driver and it always seems to be overlooked with
funding.

Aug 19, 2011 4:09 PM

529 State treats Southern Tier as the ugly step chilld...the Erie Canal Corridor still
gets all the money and attention not allowing or helping the Southern Tier
develop equally.

Aug 19, 2011 3:53 PM

530 lack of adequate venture capital in this region Aug 19, 2011 3:45 PM

531 To much of an emphasis in this state goes to the NYC area, and not enough to
upstate NY.

Aug 19, 2011 3:02 PM

532 Too many people on welfare and medicaid. The down state liberial are killing this
state (holding up nat. gas for one)

Aug 19, 2011 2:54 PM

533 Companies are only interested in building manufacturing facilities where they
can count on a low-wage workforce. It is unconscionable that Corning
Incorporated and other local companies have sent jobs to China, Taiwan,
Mexico, Korea, etc. We need jobs right here in the Southern Tier. This
community might receive funds from Corning from time to time (a pittance by
corporate standards), but this town has given Corning Inc. its best - its hard
workers, their loyalty, tax breaks, a blind eye to pollution to name a few. There
are plenty of people who want to work in the Southern Tier, but employees cost
money. If Corning Inc. and other companies cared about this country, cared
about this community, they would build factories in Corning. They would plan
and manage the facilities properly - forecasting and manufacturing the correct
mix of products - so that workers aren't laid off and factories aren't shut down for
lack of orders (Diesel, Concord).

Aug 19, 2011 1:52 PM

534 Under-utilization of green infrastructure solutions.  The Southern Tier of upstate Aug 19, 2011 1:48 PM
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NY has the open-space and the need to implement GI (green infrastructure).

535 Its all about turf battles and power struggles and too much politics. Aug 19, 2011 1:46 PM

536 Lack of creativity.  NYS seems to only want to follow what others have already
done - regardless of the fact that the others may have asset to be successful that
NYS does not have.

Aug 19, 2011 1:22 PM
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1 I support a range of steps to promote expansion of local agriculture, especially
organic farms. Buy local campaigns, wine trails, cheese trails.   The results of the
comprehensive plan survey in my own town of Newfield show that 92% want to
see more small farms in my town , especially organic farms.  We have a lot of
forests down here in the Southern Tier, capable of producing quality hard-wood
lumber Careful, sustainable harvesting and then, instead of sending the lumber
elsewhere, why not some small light industry that produces value-added
products from the lumber. Bring ag-ed back to the schools. College is pushed
too much. Farming is very dignified work.

Sep 15, 2011 11:35 PM

2 Excessively seasonal businesses bring little value to a community. They only
helps to keep people on the edge of despair from going over the edge.

Sep 15, 2011 11:05 PM

3 Arts should be a part of the strategic plan. Performing and visual. Sep 15, 2011 10:54 PM

4 This is one of the most tourist-friendly areas of the state, and nation. As we seek
to grow opportunities, we need to be extremely careful that we don't harm the
beauty that abounds here. Development is good, but it can't come at a cost that
will harm future development for generations to come.

Sep 15, 2011 9:57 PM

5 This will not create long term jobs or increase wealth of our residents. I have no
problem promoting tourism with this beautiful part of the country, but that can
happen with no government involvement. We need energy jobs, manufacturing
jobs.

Sep 15, 2011 5:20 PM

6 This is one of our strengths as a region. It should be promoted, and protected. Sep 15, 2011 3:13 PM

7 Our natural areas are a key draw to tourists and also part of many small
businesses, from farms to wineries.

Sep 15, 2011 2:24 PM

8 The farms need help with processing and marketing. Sep 15, 2011 2:17 PM

9 Tourism leads to many other desired economic development outcomes. Sep 15, 2011 12:38 PM

10 A regional tourism campaign could be very benefitcial - changing from the old I
Love NY designations to one ST theme

Sep 15, 2011 9:55 AM

11 and focus on recreation for children,teens, and young adults so that they develop
a love and appreciation of their area ---affordable activities...golf is not an
average person's affordable avocation

Sep 15, 2011 8:56 AM
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12 There does not seem to be a shortage of information available regarding agri-
tourism, organic farms and wine trails.

Sep 14, 2011 6:04 PM

13 ANSWER IS RELATIVE TO Schuyler county with I feel is in the incorrect group. Sep 14, 2011 2:23 PM

14 We have beautiful local parks and natural settings...including an undeveloped
park in Town of Binghamton.  If we had a series of walking paths...etc that
connected we would be a destination for tourism.  We have to be careful that gas
drilling does not take away this beauty we have here.

Sep 14, 2011 12:09 PM

15 The natural beauty and untapped intellectual capacity of our region are our
greatest assets.

Sep 13, 2011 9:57 PM

16 Tourism is the industry can exploit.  Preserve the beautiful historic structures and
neighborhoods in Elmira.  Develop bike touring on beautiful and safe mountain
roads in Chemung County.

Sep 13, 2011 8:15 PM

17 It is a natural fit. Sep 13, 2011 10:58 AM

18 You don't advertise for my business, why does agriculture and tourism get your
(my) dollars?  If it's a viable business sector, they'll figure it out.  On the other
hand, one agency (regional or statewide), could promote for all groups.  If
individual business would like to expand and add their own advertising of
products and services, let them pay into it.

Sep 13, 2011 10:27 AM

19 Tourism jobs are low-wage jobs; do we really want them?  If you want promote
(meaning assist) agriculture, funding county agents is legitimate.  But not the rest
of the market basket of roles that cooperative extension fills.

Sep 13, 2011 9:11 AM

20 I believe a lot of the above is all ready in place. I have a Studio Art Gallery on
Market Street. I have inquired with The Arts of the Finger lakes in regard to
expansion of my  business but they have nothing for capital expansion.Market
street has a lot of potential for the arts which could be a huge draw for the area
but most government involvement programs have so many requirements that I
personally feel its usually more of an obstacle than just limping along  doing as I
can.I wish the arts of  The Arts of the Finger had a more interactive program to
help galleries like mine promote the various artist  and help my business
structure such communicative interaction with the region.

Sep 12, 2011 11:35 PM

21 All of the above are great resources for drawing people to the area and
increasing business activity.  We have a great state with a wealth of
opportunities.  On the other hand, we go back to the employment and income--
you can have all these wonderful attractions, but the for people living in the area
if we don't have employment can they really afford to do all these wonderful
things?

Sep 12, 2011 10:29 PM

22 tourism is the cause of all these cancers and human degradation. we have
plenty of recreation... too much. its insanity.

Sep 12, 2011 8:43 PM

23 All great ideas, but none of them are going to work if the county has been turned
into a huge gas field. Read the revised draft of the DEC's SGEIS on gas drilling.
Using a middle-of-the-road development model, the rdSGEIS projects that  in
excess of 20,000 gas wells would be constructed in Region A (which includes
Broome County) over the next 30 years. I love to canoe the Susquehanna. I love

Sep 12, 2011 2:43 PM
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to take long walks. I love to swim. And I like to have family and friends visit me
here. But I won't be doing any of those things in this country if gas drilling comes
to Broome, and I am not alone.

24 SEE PRIOR QUESTION Sep 12, 2011 8:07 AM

25 This is a charming region of the country within easy reach of NYC, connected by
good high speed roads.  The natural, rural beauty of the region is an asset we
should promote.

Sep 11, 2011 10:18 PM

26 I'd like to know what happened to the kayak park.    When is the rest of River
development going to happen?

Sep 11, 2011 6:35 PM

27 Golfing is a bad use of land...already have golf courses.  We don't get enough
consistent snow fall for skiing.   Ecotourism and agrotourism need extensive
expansion along with "Slow food" restaurants and good arts, music, and lecture
circuits to expand the minds. Our children could use the music development that
has been  brought about in such developing countries as Venasuala. The arts
and music sooth the disruptions in the minds of at-risk kids.  Much more is
needed.

Sep 10, 2011 2:55 PM

28 This area is beautiful.  The tourism potential can still be further developed. Sep 9, 2011 8:21 AM

29 At the present time, the natural, pristine beauty of our land and waters, tourist
attractions, organic farms, wineries, and recreational opportunties are our
greatest treasurers that we should protect.

Sep 8, 2011 10:11 PM

30 Why not develop what we have, and protect it. I love taking company to the
Wineries, Farmer's Markets and the Lakes.  My family visits more often when
they can see a race at Watkins Glen.  I would like to see more Arts and Culture
activities and if we were a "Green" Region it would be great too.  Green creates
jobs, and visitors appreciate Green communities.

Sep 8, 2011 5:22 PM

31 In the world we are entering, local enterprise in co-operative forms of
organization will become the only viable structures. Tourism is a mixed blessing
and should be developed with moderation.

Sep 8, 2011 4:41 PM

32 New York State will remain a sought-after destination as long as we monitor our
environment. This ranges from growing food organically to banning fracking to
ensure we have a water supply that does not poison us or our tourists.

Sep 8, 2011 4:23 PM

33 If hydrofracturing is allowed, you can write this off.  I've seen it up close and
personal and the two don't go together.

Sep 8, 2011 3:45 PM

34 Absolutely agree with this. We have abundance of fresh water so why not make
the most of it? I would also add historical tourism.

Sep 8, 2011 3:40 PM

35 The Southern Tier's agriculture and tourism industries should be cultivated
because both bring economic growth and maintain quality of life in the region.

Sep 8, 2011 2:54 PM

36 Better than fracking!!!!!!! Sep 8, 2011 1:29 PM

37 This is what makes upstate a great place to live and work. Sep 8, 2011 1:01 PM
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38 Yes! And we need to look into food-preservation businesses so that our locally-
grown food will be available year-round.

Sep 8, 2011 11:02 AM

39 These are good, but unless meaningful dollars reside in this community we are
not self sustaining and are subject to conditions that could negatively impact our
economy outside of our control, weather etc.

Sep 8, 2011 7:37 AM

40 Yes on promoting local agriculture. Sep 7, 2011 1:34 PM

41 This should be a top-priority item in the strategic plan.  We have enormous
opportunities in this realm, and could create and sustain a flourishing economy
with this alone.  But this only needs to be part of the equation, since we have so
much more to build upon.

Sep 7, 2011 1:15 PM

42 These are healthy and should be promoted from within and not use taxpayer
dollars.

Sep 7, 2011 9:32 AM

43 Liability issues have closed businesses such as riding stables and hunting
preserves. You can't promote ag and tourism without investing in additional
infrastructure such as transportation, lodging and restaurants. You can't promote
ag and tourism if promoting industrialized gas drilling.

Sep 6, 2011 7:37 PM

44 Yes!  There is no reason our region could not be one of the most sought after
destinations for tourists.  We have the ability to regenerate local food and
farming systems and model the way for others.  It can take place but likely
require all of us old foggies to die off and for a new agricultural culture driven by
the twenty and thirty something generation to take root.

Sep 6, 2011 4:41 PM

45 This must be done with a goal of protectingand improving our natural resources Sep 6, 2011 2:55 PM

46 Money should not be spent on established tourist areas like the Finger Lakes but
instead on creating new parks, rail trails, and historical rejuvenation in the
Susquehanna region.

Sep 5, 2011 9:43 PM

47 Great idea.  We should do everything we can here.  With our central location,
this can be the organic farming and meatraising center for New York,
Philadelphia, DC.  Seed money can provide Cooperative marketing and supply
coordination -- e.g., restaurants can depend on supplies of organic meat, fruits
produce, etc., because the cooperative or coordinating body will coordinate order
fulfillment.  Fear of terrorism, higher costs, etc., etc. will also lead city dwellers to
look to closer tourism destinations.  But agriculture should be the focus.  Tourism
is not dependable enough.

Sep 5, 2011 9:39 PM

48 Disagree. Again.. economic climate is poor for  ag and business development in
nys. See previous comments.

Sep 5, 2011 1:04 PM

49 This could be a great boon to our area if we promote it.  There is a current
tourism commercial for the Rome, Utica region which makes you want to visit.

Sep 5, 2011 3:37 AM

50 Protecting these industries is also important. This means very little if any
unconventional extraction of gas (so the landscape is not industrialized), or
disposal of wastes from hydrofracking, which will threaten all of our regional
specialties. Even the "rare" accident or incident can do permanent harm to our
ecosystem and to our reputation.

Sep 5, 2011 12:46 AM
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51 We live in a clean and natural environment in the Southern tier.  The above
areas will keep it that way.

Sep 4, 2011 9:01 PM

52 Watkins Glen will be trashed by the Inergy project. I doubt anyone will want to go
there for the tourist attraction. Organic farms and CSA's are having tremendous
success in the Ithaca area because people get the connection between taking
care of the environment and the avoidance of future health and environmental
catastrophes and costs. "An ounce of prevention is better than a ton of cure."
(many problems, once allowed, are not curable.)

Sep 4, 2011 7:59 PM

53 especially agri activity Sep 4, 2011 11:57 AM

54 What in Watkins Glen? The race track? We have lots of resources, many farms
lack good infrastructure for hosting visitors and lack visitor skills.  The program
that Nancy Lorraine Hoffman has started and then Ag & Markets took over (not
presently funded) to support agritourism was helpful...businesses used funds to
upgrade visitors facilities, promotional materials and signage.  It would be great
to get the funded again via ag & markets. We have lots of agri-tourism/eco-
tourism resources...that need to be better linked.  Consumers need to know
about local farms and local foods.  There is currently a comprehensive smart
phone app being built...cnyfarmshed; this goes a long way to linking consumers
and food and has agritourism potential.  Cooperative Extension certainly has
been involved in identifying farms, promoting farmers markets, farm trails, etc.
and we could continue to serve and expand in this role given our farm and local
food connections.  A key question...is what is the future of tourism in general
given the economy...we do not want assume that tourism will solve our rural
problems.  I think we need to invest in agriculture beyond tourism! We need to
look at infrastructure -- processing is a high need (from slaughter facilities to
canning/freezing facilities and distribution hubs), energy conservation and
generation from farms is a high need.

Sep 4, 2011 11:53 AM

55 You've got to be kidding.  Once there are drill rigs up every half mile, nobody will
want to be here or drink wine produced by grapes contaminated with flowback
fluid.  Besides, Finger Lakes LPG is going to be storing fracking fluid in the
caverns at Watkins Glen.  How will that impact tourism there?

Sep 3, 2011 9:59 PM

56 Waste of money. When you see the cost vrs result, I can not believe this would
be a wise investment,

Sep 3, 2011 8:57 PM

57 Marcellus Shale development is top pritiority for economic development
NOW!!!!!!!!!!!!

Sep 3, 2011 8:25 PM

58 This should be a key part of the plan. Any plans that could damage local
agriculture weaken the region dramatically.

Sep 3, 2011 7:50 PM

59 as much as possible by small businesses Sep 3, 2011 7:42 PM

60 This is what we're best at.  The longer we keep this area clean and beautiful, the
more valuable it becomes.

Sep 3, 2011 2:31 PM

61 All of the above are nice and to be encouraged but they won't put the steady $
into the pockets of the young who are leaving in droves.  These may provide the
proprietors with income but pay minimum wages to the help. Most are seasonal.
Were does the help go off-season?  Welfare?

Sep 3, 2011 2:25 PM
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62 Our land is our children's heritage. Grow it! Develop sustainable, non-
contaminating livelihoods and nourish our well-being.

Sep 3, 2011 10:35 AM

63 This is unfortunatly the most important economic alternative but again its require
private, not public, investment.

Sep 2, 2011 2:51 PM

64 Agriculture has always been and should continue to be a strong part of the
economy of the Southern Tier.  We should work to develop Community
Supported Agriculture (CSA) both to the benefit of the growers and the
community.

Sep 2, 2011 2:05 PM

65 absolutely...the unique (almost secret) beauty of our area (chenango valley, etc)
is incredible and should be preserved and featured

Sep 2, 2011 12:09 PM

66 This is definitely an opportunity unique to our region -- the natural beauty is our
greatest asset, and draws quality faculty and students to our educational
institutions as well as to our tourism opportunities

Sep 2, 2011 10:21 AM

67 Binghamton needs to develop a tourist attraction Sep 1, 2011 11:40 PM

68 This area of New York State is prime farmland, and much of it lies fallow--there
is no incentive for anyone to go into farming these days--not and compete
against ConAgra, etc.  Tourism needs a boost also.

Sep 1, 2011 10:06 PM

69 TO GREAT OF NEED FOR TAX MONEY Sep 1, 2011 8:30 PM

70 This area has a strong agricultural background. While eco-tourism and water
sports can be dangerous from an environmental standpoint, getting local
business to support the local agricultural economy would be a good move.

Sep 1, 2011 7:53 PM

71 we need farmers and wholesome people not government technocrats. Sep 1, 2011 7:53 PM

72 The USSR always used 7 year plans, seemed to work for them, or did it. When
government promotes private business' groups I have to ask why have you
never helped my business. Are you getting the money from general fund or a
new tax on the specific farms, golf courses, etc? If the product is good and they
advertise it will sell. I do not want to pay for other business promotion.

Sep 1, 2011 6:22 PM

73 Sounds great Sep 1, 2011 6:07 PM

74 While this question is also somewhat difficult to reply to since it has multiple
examples, at least they are not competing examples and hence, allow for a more
generally accurate reply.

Sep 1, 2011 3:54 PM

75 Why has the Two Rivers State Park in Tioga county been abandoned?  Where
has the money gone that was allocated for the maintenance of this park?  Why is
there such a massive focus on Tioga Downs, the corrupt throwing of over a
million dollars of taxpayer funds to that private corporation in exchange for what?
A very few low paying jobs and the enticement into gambling.

Sep 1, 2011 1:59 PM

76 MOVE GAS DRILLING AHEAD NOW IN NEW YORK STATE. THEY ARE ARE
WORKING HERE...THEY WILL GO TO TOUR!

Sep 1, 2011 1:31 PM

77 We need to be promoting & supporting our local food sources. Sep 1, 2011 1:15 PM
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78 Please separate Ag and Tourism.   Tourism less sustainable, Ag more
sustainable.

Sep 1, 2011 1:03 PM

79 world class motocross facility Rt. 79 Broome Tioga county line, lost their national
race sanction, looking for other uses/motorsports etc

Sep 1, 2011 11:47 AM

80 This should be the top priority Sep 1, 2011 11:36 AM

81 Its here, yes, but thats not going to grow business.. Its a nice add on. Sep 1, 2011 11:03 AM

82 We are blessed to have a renewal of all kinds of agriculture and lovely landscape
and lakes for tourism/hunting, etc.

Sep 1, 2011 10:26 AM

83 All of these traditional industries need to be strengthened and further developed.
Extractive industries--including gas and oil--are the exact opposite of our
traditional industries and they must be banned in New York State.

Sep 1, 2011 10:15 AM

84 Important growth area, promotes self-reliance and independence. Sep 1, 2011 9:17 AM

85 I think tourism is alive and well, particularly in the Finger Lakes. It does not need
to be a strategic initiative, other than to not damage the existing tourism industry.

Sep 1, 2011 9:14 AM

86 This seems to be aimed at services. Should be aimed at product manufacturing. Sep 1, 2011 8:26 AM

87 Two Fed studies have shown that jobs follow people, rather than people
following jobs. That suggests that quality-of-life issues -- many improved by
agro-tourism and other industries -- are critical components of future growth.

Sep 1, 2011 8:19 AM

88 Without question. Aug 31, 2011 3:54 PM

89 This is very obvious and yes we should support our local industries and tourism.
We should not be drilling for natural gas in tourist areas or have LPG storage
facilities on our Wine Trail.  That is not the kind of economic development that
helps our communities for the long run.

Aug 31, 2011 3:04 PM

90 A natural strength of ours. Promote the rivers more. Aug 31, 2011 10:54 AM

91 These ar already strong in this region Aug 31, 2011 10:49 AM

92 Not at the expense of manufacturing, high-tech, or energy jobs. People generally
don't go on vacations when the economy is poor. These jobs are typically lower
paying and seasonal. Its difficult to raise a family on a waiters pay.

Aug 31, 2011 9:12 AM

93 Improve the business climate and spur growth through gas development and
these things will happen on their own.

Aug 31, 2011 8:27 AM

94 these are all great ideas Aug 31, 2011 1:00 AM

95 We already have a these programs and they need to be developed further.  We
should not destroy these "industries" with hydro-fracking.

Aug 30, 2011 6:27 PM

96 Clean water will be a huge resource in years to come, so protecting it is
essential.

Aug 30, 2011 4:04 PM
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97 Although I agree with the use of our waters for sports- too much reliance on the
use of fossil fuel for entertainment should not be a goal.  Unless we can
experience the great out-doors without our machine we miss out on the
opportunity to really connect with it.

Aug 30, 2011 3:34 PM

98 Seems to have a pretty strong base of support currently. How about existing
manufacturing jobs!

Aug 30, 2011 3:30 PM

99 We must do all we can to protect the land and water base that makes these
things the foundation of our economy, by preventing gas drilling, and stopping
sub-urban sprawl. Expanding the number of small farms and a diversification of
farm products will enhance the economy. We also need food processing
capabilities in every city that will provide urban jobs, and give farmers greater
opportunity to produce value added products.

Aug 30, 2011 2:18 PM

100 I see very little here for the western portion of the Southern Tier.  Let's work on
the WHOLE region, not just the area where the researchers have their
headquarters.  This region is more than just the Finger Lakes area.

Aug 30, 2011 1:25 PM

101 However, this is only one aspect.  Each of the listed are boutique industries and
may be important in small areas, but not the entire region.

Aug 30, 2011 12:53 PM

102 To be honest how much revenue will this bring in.  We already have this. Aug 30, 2011 10:07 AM

103 Local ag/tourism also means no fracking. Aug 30, 2011 9:44 AM

104 Pick something and promote the heck out of it - make our area the best on the
planet in whichever one everyone wants - be it water sports, wine making, rail to
trail, tunneling, whatever - just be the best at it, so people will want to come here.

Aug 29, 2011 9:40 PM

105 this fills in the gap left by no manufacturing. But to be successful we need strong
manufacturing base, start there and the rest will fall in line.

Aug 29, 2011 7:28 PM

106 The hotels seem pretty full on a regular basis.  I think tourism is doing fine. Aug 29, 2011 4:49 PM

107 If you are prioritizing, then tourism & rec should come lower on the list.  Items
3,2,4 below should take priority.  To build tourism etc is almost starting at zero.
The other items already have a larger core basis.

Aug 29, 2011 3:24 PM

108 We need more organic farms.  The smaller farmers have been put out of
business and the land is going fallow.  Encourage stores to buy local produce
and locally grown organics.

Aug 29, 2011 2:26 PM

109 organic farming should be expanded rapidly, we can export food to areas that
can no longer farm organic foods like PA. who chose gas farming instead of
tourism, organic farming, recreation, hunting, fishing, home ownership. None of
these are compatible with drilling

Aug 29, 2011 12:27 PM

110 People today want organic and locally grown.  We are close enough to NYC that
we can provide that.

Aug 29, 2011 10:50 AM

111 Any decision to allow hydrofracking will help to distroy the tourism of upstate NY Aug 29, 2011 10:26 AM

112 Promoting NY as a tourist destination seems like a reasonable goal - but with the Aug 29, 2011 8:28 AM
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potential contamination of the environment from fracking - I don't know if there
will be a lot of takers!

113 Supporting smaller recreational facilities would strengthen area economy. Aug 29, 2011 8:18 AM

114 Our land and water are our biggest and most valuable resources - let's not ruin
them for the sake of "economic development"

Aug 29, 2011 6:19 AM

115 The negative impacts of globalization are escalating, and it is clear that creating
local, sustainable, and just economies is the antidote.  Agriculture is capable of
employing and feeding regional residents indefinitely if we are smart about how
we design our food system.  Tourism should not be the end goal of our strategy
because we might make significant mistakes in protecting our own local long-
term interests by designing for the interests of people who don't live here.
Design things first for permanent residents benefit.  If done well, that will attract
visitors.  We need to protect water and air quality and prevent foolish
development (such as second homes on prime farmland).

Aug 29, 2011 12:55 AM

116 Every time WE have a good tourist attraction that draws the public, Bingo
destroys it: eg pops on the river, yagotta regotta which could have survived with
a little more regulation ( to avoid the mishaps that had occurred.), and now
thinking that the spiedi fest costs too much to continue?????  come on now........

Aug 28, 2011 9:51 PM

117 Yes, yes, yes. I strongly agree. That means we should not ruin these industries
by allowing the industrialization of our landscape.

Aug 28, 2011 9:34 PM

118 Rec. is fine, but don't develop everything.  Keep the diversity of water & land
use, so much is natural & beautiful for quiet pursuits: kayaking, hiking,
swimming, nature walks.  Reopen parks.  Emphasize health, fitness, weight loss
by utilizing the outdoors.  Promote use of local outdoors in our school health &
phys. ed programs.  Promote lifelong activity and health. Why not have mass
classes for exercise outdoors as they do in Asia?  What if every business and
school included a portion of the day for activity for all employees, students?
Could we grow this to be a part of our Br. Co. life?

Aug 28, 2011 9:00 PM

119 Let the Natural Gas Industry into NY as soon as possible. Here is a large
economic impact just there for the asking.

Aug 28, 2011 5:07 PM

120 Maybe.  Might be able to improve these businesses thru promotions.  Probably
not enough demand in these areas to provide a MAJOR impact.  The problem
with this is that it's not exportable, except the wine.  You can't expand the market
outside the area, because that stuff is local service-type businesses, except the
wine.

Aug 28, 2011 4:06 PM

121 Don't necessarily need more wine trails, organic farming grants or monies Aug 28, 2011 1:49 PM

122 Our river fronts are under utilized. Bike trails along them would be a nice tourist
attraction. Add shops and restaurants to that trail and you'll see real revitalization
of downtown.

Aug 28, 2011 12:11 PM

123 Good idea to a degree, but we have to be more than just the "Gateway to the
Finger Lakes" - that won't grow us much.With all the food scare issues,
promoting local agriculture is a great thought. Year-round farmer's markets,
helping FAMILY farms (NOT agribiz!), and promotional programs for locally

Aug 28, 2011 12:06 PM
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grown products.

124 We should support agriculture, but without the emphasis on organic and tourism
issues.  The illusion of expanded tourism often stands in the way of solid
industry.  Tourism dollars are stolen from neighboring tourist areas.  Dollars from
gas, manufacturing, industrial services, power generation are more real dollars.

Aug 28, 2011 11:51 AM

125 if we continue to demand such recreational activities as golf courses, that require
broad natural destruction and over-use of available natural resources, that serve
only the privileged few, how can one expect there be organic farms, and  eco-
tourism?

Aug 28, 2011 10:04 AM

126 Seasonal jobs won't help our situation. We need to make things. Aug 27, 2011 11:32 PM

127 Everything needs a facelift. then more local and corporate places to stay and
enjoy the sites from a contained hotel enviorment to small B&B's.

Aug 27, 2011 10:26 PM

128 There are some benefits to helping promote these activities and industries. But
with money being tight, this should not be a big priority.

Aug 27, 2011 8:53 PM

129 The old IBM Country Club could be a great facility for a water park..et al. Start
thinking out of the box. We have several people in this area that have money,
they need to start thinking what can they do to get jobs for more entry level
people.

Aug 27, 2011 5:04 PM

130 The scenic qualities of out area is one of our greatest assets. Aug 27, 2011 5:02 PM

131 This is what we have been building on and what will sustain us in the future. Aug 27, 2011 3:16 PM

132 I am an avid bicyclist and NY is a premier state for biking especially in the Finger
Lakes.  NY is one of the most beautiful states in the US due to it's natural
resources.

Aug 27, 2011 3:09 PM

133 Tourism is a very small part of the local economy and tends to be seasonal Aug 27, 2011 1:15 PM

134 This is a strong point of the upstate area. However these industries should be
developed and supported through synergistic programs patterned after
cooperative extension.  This program involves input from educational leaders,
business leaders and those involved in the everyday business of these
endeavors.

Aug 27, 2011 8:38 AM

135 I think other areas are more important at this time. to me these areas seem to be
going well.  Our family uses the Finger Lakes area quite often and it appears to
be thriving. low priority to me

Aug 27, 2011 8:27 AM

136 Yes! Aug 27, 2011 8:01 AM

137 LOTS OF FALLOW FARMLAND. Aug 26, 2011 10:21 PM

138 fracking will take care of the natural resources.  jaysus, you want to turn the area
into a tourist trap while despoiling the natural resources it would be dependent
on.

Aug 26, 2011 10:01 PM

139 the area is what it is.  this is not the adrondacks  people come to the glass Aug 26, 2011 9:57 PM
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factory and that about it. bad resturants over priced fair at best

140 We have the beautiful Susquehanna River with little to no activity on the river.
Go to the Shenandoah in Virginia it is crystal clear in some areas.

Aug 26, 2011 9:51 PM

141 Having traveled on many continents, I can say that the Southern Tier is one of
the most beautiful and cherished areas in the world.  We should help small
organic farmers, protect recreational areas, especially the small lakes with
historic hotels and vacation homes that dot the landscape in Broome County.
Trout fishing along the Upper Delaware from Deposit on the Delaware in the
Town of Sanford down to Roscoe could become the center of tourism for anglers
from all over the world.

Aug 26, 2011 8:59 PM

142 if there is not enough money to live on we cant spend it on recreation Aug 26, 2011 8:52 PM

143 We can't survive by trying to entertain people and distract them from the exodus
of our manufacturing capacity.  Multi-national corporations need to be controlled;
we don't need to have them controlling our politicians.

Aug 26, 2011 8:19 PM

144 Create Jobs is Pri #1 Aug 26, 2011 7:47 PM

145 We need to promote agriculture in general. I do not like singling out organic
farms. Organic can not feed the world. There is a place for organic but not at the
expense of production agriculture. Not everyone can afford organic and
conventional is just as good. Support and improve all agriculture. Agriculture is
the roots of your community.

Aug 26, 2011 7:33 PM

146 I agree, but feel that until adequate attention is paid to infrastructure issues
identified previously in this survey that these issues cannot be successfully
addressed.  I'd start with universal high speed access to quality internet service.

Aug 26, 2011 5:08 PM

147 while organic farms and wine trails are great for tourism - I don't think they bring
much to the table for jobs for people who live here.

Aug 26, 2011 5:00 PM

148 Hydrofracking impacts all of those. Fact: Gas industry promises to bring in $1.1
billion a year. Tourism, Vineyards, Dairy, Farming products, hunting/fishing
currently bring in $20.8 billion - proven vialable industries that GO AWAY when
fracking is allowed in.

Aug 26, 2011 4:59 PM

149 Arts related tourism must be included. Aug 26, 2011 4:50 PM

150 Diversification, re-localization and value added important to agriculture.  Tourism
is a tricky industry -- seasonal and low pay.  However, it can be supportive of
other critical industries by providing excellent visitor services, and should always
be aligned with supporting local QOL.  A few rare major attractions like Corning
Museum of Glass or the Wine Trail can generate some wealth -- complementary
tourism like wine trail which complements agricultural sector or other synergies
are most beneficial in tourism.

Aug 26, 2011 4:15 PM

151 Not sure we want to be a kind of Disneyland, but this is a great incentive to
preserve the natural and environmental heritage of this region.

Aug 26, 2011 4:01 PM

152 They will all be destroyed by fracking. Aug 26, 2011 3:55 PM
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153 I am not sure how well tourism will do but it is worth a shot I suppose. I do agree
that local farms should be encouraged.

Aug 26, 2011 3:50 PM

154 There are all sorts of opportunities in agricultural processing that are not being
met now for lack of investment. Everything is not high tech - look at Agrofarma.
The need is here and we could really take advantage of the New
York/Philadelphia markets if we just had more processing here.

Aug 26, 2011 3:42 PM

155 Don't go over board with tourism industry because it is short term(seasonal),
don't get rid of it just not too much. Agriculture and other small businesses are
year round.

Aug 26, 2011 3:16 PM

156 A very usefull race car track would be very useful to bring extra income in the
Southern Tier. Here everyone love Nascar.

Aug 26, 2011 2:59 PM

157 Would be nice but tourism can also be tough on the locals. Aug 26, 2011 2:36 PM

158 Wow. Still a wide mix of uses. I agree that some offer great opportunities and
some not as much. The survey form does not allow for any distinction. I don't
see how any strategic effort can be successful if it proposes to treat all of these
opportunities equally in some way.

Aug 26, 2011 2:00 PM

159 this is the only possible solution.   We need to heavily encourage local organic
farming and the beauty of our natural resources and clean water.  We need to
ban high volume hydraulic fracturing in our state, and protect our water and air.
Otherwise we have nothing.

Aug 26, 2011 1:12 PM

160 I think you should include a tour of a natural gas well to educate people on the
details of the operation which will be the states largest job producer for many
years in the near future.

Aug 26, 2011 12:44 PM

161 These things are already present in nearby areas so it makes sense to build on
them with visitors already coming to the area for them. I am concerned that the
coming of fracking is in direct conflict with these avenues, you can hardly expect
people to buy wine or tour organic farms for meals and vacations or hike/ paddle
nature trails with gas pads in the area. It's not a cohesive image for the region. Is
it industrial or agricultural.

Aug 26, 2011 11:29 AM

162 There's little downside to these activities, so we should benefit from them as
much as we can.  We just need to be aware that the more tourism-centered ones
depend on prosperity elsewhere, while agriculture creates wealth directly here.

Aug 26, 2011 11:29 AM

163 First we need to get NY out of the economic hole it is in. Help our locals get back
on their feet. I understand tourism is large part of that happening. But if you start
giving grants for tourism you are taking money away from where we need it
most. The small communities are dead, we live in poverty here, help those who
have lost businesses recently and NEED the help getting back out of the hole.

Aug 26, 2011 11:24 AM

164 How do you promote average?  We have average golf and skiing, we are too far
from the lakes and wine trail.

Aug 26, 2011 11:12 AM

165 It's not big enough to make a difference here.  This is putting a bandaid on a
broken arm.  We need to major revenue that only gas can bring, and we need it
now.

Aug 26, 2011 10:53 AM
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166 I believe first and foremost we should look at the "Buy Local" movement. Many
now associate "organic" and "buy local" as being the same thing. Additionally,
organic is more of a lifestyle and financially is a greater input than sustainable
farming. So focusing on encouraging agriculture and the buy local movement is
most important. We should look at creating regional trails and marketing
opportunities, whether it is in agri-tourism or wine & cheese trails or artisan trails.
We also need to look at how we better tie these in with traditional tourism
opportunities and funding.

Aug 26, 2011 10:25 AM

167 If the government gets out of people's way, I think a lot of this will happen on it's
own and be organized and supported at the regional level.

Aug 26, 2011 10:09 AM

168 I believe these represent the future.  These industries deserve greater support. Aug 26, 2011 10:06 AM

169 local agriculture. not tourism. triple cities has nothing to draw tourism. who is
kidding who, there is nothing to see in this area of ny state. we have nothing to
offer a tourist.

Aug 26, 2011 10:02 AM

170 These items should be done by private industry as much as possible by giving
them less intrusive regulations and burdensome taxes.

Aug 26, 2011 9:53 AM

171 Im located in the NYC watershed. Tourism is our livelyhood. Open the reseviors
to a campground with beaches and swimming. Low impact on the grounds,
hikers, bikers and family activities. We can look at the beauty here but we can't
touch it. Nonsense. In Syracuse they have a resevoir they motorboat in, and live
around. We could be selective without locations.

Aug 26, 2011 9:49 AM

172 We have most of the above facilities. There is no money or good paying jobs
upstate. We must focus on developing clean high tech manufacturing as well as
expanding into  natural gas development.

Aug 26, 2011 9:40 AM

173 while these are important they would provide only very slow and limited growth
for the area.

Aug 26, 2011 9:36 AM

174 Develop these areas, yes. Make special funds available, NO. Thats what groups
like Farm Bureau are supposed to be doing.

Aug 26, 2011 9:33 AM

175 I wish you wouldn't lump agriculture with tourism. Aug 26, 2011 9:30 AM

176 agritourism, and eco-tourism are idea for our area. Aug 26, 2011 9:25 AM

177 These are already doing well in NY state Aug 26, 2011 9:10 AM

178 Need manufacturing jobs to support a year round economy. Aug 26, 2011 8:39 AM

179 Not taking full advantage of tourism as a whole.  The Finger Lakes provide a
significant potential to draw tourists.  State Park facilities are deteriorating and
funding is so limited we can't keep up what we have.  If state park facilities are
being shut down the law should be changed to allow sale to private owners -
especially if they could contain provisions to keep the facilities open to the public.
The current 5 lease or concession approach will not work over the long term.  If
we can't afford to keep up what we own we need to "right size" the parks - sell
low priority holdings and require that the funds received go into capital
maintenance and improvement of higher priority parks.

Aug 26, 2011 8:16 AM
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180 While this is desirable, the service sector doesn't provide the middle class
lifestyle we are all looking for. Help manufacturers locate and grow in the area.

Aug 26, 2011 7:43 AM

181 This plan would be great! We already have the right area! Let's help make it
even better!!

Aug 26, 2011 7:17 AM

182 Those are fine items on your list but what about the natural gas industry and
forestry. We have the best hardwood in the world but we do not have a furniture
factory. Why is that? What about using gas to generate cheap electricity for that
industry.

Aug 26, 2011 7:13 AM

183 Are these objectives in competition with one another?  An increase in tourism
often results in land use which might otherwise stay within the  agricultural base.

Aug 26, 2011 12:11 AM

184 Tourism is for the winneries of the finger lakes, Cooperstown and the finger
lakes.  binghamton and broome county offer nothing of great interest to bring
tourism unless there is a rush to see blight and slums that are fast infecting the
upstate Binghamton johnson city and the entire Gateway of the southern Tier

Aug 25, 2011 9:43 PM

185 These are mature well established businesses. Spending their will keep them
alive but not create many NEW JOB  opportunities. Wealth generated based on
Energy (Nat. Gas) is a new opportunity generating significant cash flow
benefiting the noted industries.

Aug 25, 2011 9:37 PM

186 Nature will take its course when NY becomes friendly to ALL businesses, large
and small. All business will grow when they see they can make money.

Aug 25, 2011 9:19 PM

187 Farming and open spaces break up eyesore of urban decay. Gas development
will keep rural Broome vibrant.

Aug 25, 2011 6:11 PM

188 This is one thing we have in abundance around here. Aug 25, 2011 5:29 PM

189 Am concerned with the focus on the Finger Lakes in this question. Binghamton
can become an important economic center via tourism and agriculture, if
invested in properly.

Aug 25, 2011 5:19 PM

190 this isn't gunna do anything for anyone..I vacation out of state cause the fun is
else where.

Aug 25, 2011 4:32 PM

191 very under promoted  such a huge resource! Aug 25, 2011 3:00 PM

192 The local artists NEED more support! Aug 25, 2011 2:47 PM

193 These are all great, but they won't do much to bring back the economy of this
region.  We need jobs, lots and lots of good paying jobs.  Allow natural gas
drilling to happen as the DEC has said.  Then people like my neighbors won'
have to work in PA and drive back here on the weekends.  And their company's
taxes will stay in this region (helping roads and schools) right here where we live.

Aug 25, 2011 2:39 PM

194 Those listed are huge natural resources that we should utilize, but they may not
benefit Broome County as much as neighboring counties/cities.  We could
definitely make better use of our rivers in terms of recreation, tourism, etc.

Aug 25, 2011 1:51 PM

195 tourism is great but not enough, how are people going to get here to spend Aug 25, 2011 12:55 PM
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money when we start running out of oil?

196 Promoting local agricultural is great but tourism is isolated to very small areas of
the Southern Tier.  We need to get businesses back to the area.

Aug 25, 2011 12:39 PM

197 What has been in the Southern Tier for centuries? Woods, farmland, our natural
beauty. We should cultivate these as a base for our economy. In addition, are
there low-impact industries that we can attract to the area that can exist in
harmony with our natural surroundings? Not everyone wants to be a farmer, but
as the cost of fuel continues to rise, we will rely more and more on local farms for
affordable produce and dairy. We should ensure that space is preserved for
agricultural use for future needs, which will be much greater than they are now,
because so much of our food is grown by large producers far away. As the cost
of growing and shipping produce from these big farms becomes unaffordable to
more people, local farms will take a larger share of the market.

Aug 25, 2011 11:59 AM

198 As noted in my earlier comments, I think the natural setting of the region
provides many opportunities for job creation - residents who start businesses
that complement the agricultural and recreational features of the region.

Aug 25, 2011 11:44 AM

199 This is beautiful country. Continue to support tourism to our area, but don't let it
get in the way of other job creation because tourism will NOT create more jobs
and sustain this area. Give our farmers more support (as suggested before - in
training for more productivity) DO NOT take away funds from dairy farmers and
the folks who have been here for years in favor of "organic" farms and the like.

Aug 25, 2011 10:09 AM

200 This cannot be done if fracking is allowed to proceed.  Organic agriculture is
expanding in the state, as is Community Supported Agriculture. That will be
jeopardized. Dairy farming will also be at high risk. Dairy cooperatives have a
large number of farms to choose from in all areas of the country. The slightest
chance of tainted milk will be enough to decimate New York's dairy industry.

Aug 25, 2011 9:18 AM

201 There is 0 one can do about our dying ag industry. Private industry will develop
tourism is there is likely demand. We don't have the money!!

Aug 25, 2011 8:18 AM

202 Did you know NY is bleeding red ink Aug 25, 2011 8:09 AM

203 This is the way to go141 Aug 24, 2011 11:00 PM

204 Yes, this is what we should do! Aug 24, 2011 10:35 PM

205 Also promoting domains, people living and developing their own 2 1/2 acres with
trees, hedges of berries, vegatables, all organic will not only promote their health
but happiness and provide for their future generations.

Aug 24, 2011 9:53 PM

206 Agriculture and tourism have limited contribution to the economy Aug 24, 2011 8:33 PM

207 Farming is the number one industry in New York and the region.  There is no
other industry with such a high multiplier effect in the economy.

Aug 24, 2011 8:31 PM

208 Why just "organic" farms? Aug 24, 2011 8:26 PM

209 We've an abundance of good resources that could use fine tuning to help with
the sort of sustainable economic growth.  Please DO NOT destroy what we have

Aug 24, 2011 6:40 PM
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here in NY with Tourism, Agriculture, Historical Locations / Wildlife & Outdoor
Activites by bringing in the horror of high volume slick water
hydrofracturing.....that will tear about the very fabric of our communities.  No one
will want to come to NYS as a destination point once the frack farms sprout up
and contaminate our precious resources.  Who would want to buy food that is
grown next to a wellpad - or shop at farmers markets.  No One.

210 This needs to be planned growth with assessment of environmental impact and
funds allocated for road and municipal infastructure improvements

Aug 24, 2011 5:14 PM

211 In Delaware County, we have to upgrade and expand the lodging industry in
order to capture tourism dollars.

Aug 24, 2011 3:51 PM

212 All of the above is good.... Aug 24, 2011 3:32 PM

213 Other areas need to be focused on as well.  Developing true multi-use trails to
include the use of motorized vehicles, including motorcycle, snowmobile, ATV
and off road trucks.  More diversification of tourism opprtunities rather than some
of the same old, low revenue producing examples listed above.

Aug 24, 2011 3:17 PM

214 There's nothing wrong with conventional farming Aug 24, 2011 2:56 PM

215 Tourism at least in the Oneonta/Cooperstown area remains strong.  Will
additional expenditure have significant impact?

Aug 24, 2011 1:22 PM

216 See previous comment about OHV trails needs. Aug 24, 2011 1:18 PM

217 I agree except for WGI.  WGI should be given no tax breaks or incentives.  They,
and their parent company are a multi-million dollar business on their own.  I find
their past threats to leave the area if not given incentives ludicrous.  I am tired of
my taxes being used in part or parcel for their benefit.

Aug 24, 2011 1:09 PM

218 The idea that organic farming is going to replace traditional farms in terms of
economic impact is a pipe dream.  Wake up!   Toursim.  While Delaware County
needs all the economic development it can get and appreciates all businesses in
our economic study tourism jobs pay the least, offer mostly, seasonal
employment with few if any benefits.  We are part of the largest unfiltered water
supply in the world and everyone is espousing tourism as our saving grace.
Please drink some coffee and wake up.  We can't get a hotel build to serve as a
conferenc center for watershed program.  NYSDEC and radical
environmentalists have caused delays for a hotel project in excess of 10 years at
a cost to the developer of nearly $14 million and he hasn't even put a bulldozer
on the ground yet.  Do you think we stand a chance.  The money will go where
the population is.   The vast majority of our recreation is passive, hiking and
fishing hunting.

Aug 24, 2011 12:14 PM

219 I chose an answer to this question Aug 24, 2011 11:26 AM

220 We already seem to have strong tourism.  A recent article in the Ithaca Times
described the damage that an increase in visitors is causing to gorges/paths.

Aug 24, 2011 11:19 AM

221 I would propose a focus on small, "niche" farms that have the potential to serve a
global market.  I would think (not an expert) that commodity crops and livestock
would be hard pressed to compete with the large, industrial farms of the

Aug 24, 2011 11:15 AM
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midwest.  Tourism is problematic.  It is seasonal and leaves a large population
unemployed for at least 6 months.  It also provides little improved wealth to the
general workforce due to minimum wages.

222 Review, analyze and maximize what makes the niche attractions of each Region
enticing, both to those in other states/Canada/abroad and within NY State.
Encourage High School field trips to take purposeful exchange trips to
experience other regions of the state. This enhances learning, appreciation, and
will help students see the beauty and business benefits of remaining in NY to
work after graduation. Engage SUNY students in various disciplines to use their
skills and gain college credit for direct and purposeful participation in the
forthcoming regional development proposals. Participation encourages buy in!

Aug 24, 2011 10:51 AM

223 This is one of our greatest areas of strength, and one that we can become a
model for in sustainable development approaches. Approaches taken to build on
these assets can be transferred to many other related areas of economic
development.

Aug 24, 2011 10:41 AM

224 This has always made sense.  Our natural resources are one of our best assets -
and are certainly "worth the trip".

Aug 24, 2011 10:40 AM

225 We have such a natural opportunity with land, water,hills & valleys and a
temperate climate except February. Unfortunately many of the opportunities are
for small business which have the barriers of advertising and coordination to be
recognized regionally or nationally. Farming needs financing, markets,
equipment transportation to grow and be profitable.  .

Aug 24, 2011 10:39 AM

226 Development in theses areas is consistent with working towards local
sustainability.

Aug 24, 2011 10:19 AM

227 this is the best idea. Yes! That would be a very worthy plan to focus on our
already existing assets. Improve and fortify local people and their efforts.
Advertise to surrounding areas. Great plan!

Aug 24, 2011 10:04 AM

228 We should become a leader in hop production and microbrewing.  We should
further develop the beer trail along with sustainable use of our natural resources.

Aug 24, 2011 9:57 AM

229 Not the job of state government, and a great way to waste more money, which
goes back to high taxes in NY being bad for all of us.

Aug 24, 2011 9:38 AM

230 The Cheese Trail!  glass making as an art and a craft!  So much opportunity
here.

Aug 24, 2011 8:17 AM

231 All this will be destroyed or reduced significantly by fracking and the large scale
industrialization of this area

Aug 24, 2011 7:53 AM

232 The nature of our landscape makes it ideal as a destination. Aug 24, 2011 7:35 AM

233 Agriculture is the historic/traditional foundation of the economics of the region.
Feeding the cities is never going to go away. Tourism too, although sometimes
annoying, brings money in. But agriculture, particularly organic, is a viable route.

Aug 24, 2011 12:47 AM

234 Ban hydro fracturing as that will adversely impact local agriculture and tourism
industries.

Aug 23, 2011 9:23 PM
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235 Additionally, focus business, industry, training opportunities - green industry. Aug 23, 2011 9:06 PM

236 Agriculture needs to be respected and appreciated as an economic development
opportunity for rural NY.  Ag. in the Middle needs to be supported and
developed.  Value added processing needs to be supported and developed.
Link positive nutrition and health goals with revitalization of regional agriculture
and food systems.

Aug 23, 2011 7:24 PM

237 agriculture and tourism will be the saving of our region. Aug 23, 2011 6:20 PM

238 We're paying the price for not supporting agriculture yes the state makes money
off wall street but we can see how that goes . Its great when its up but we can't
rely on that always being the case. Using our renewable resources in the forests
and fields of New York instead of putting putting our best lands off limits or
paving over them or non productive development is shrinking what we have to
work with. Whether it's for tourism recreation or production we need to get more
from our resources.

Aug 23, 2011 6:10 PM

239 YES! Our region is unique and amazing in this regard. Start up local food
producers and farmers from this region are receiving international attention
(Farmer Ground Flour written up in the NYT etc).

Aug 23, 2011 5:10 PM

240 All of the above strike me as very important. Aug 23, 2011 4:33 PM

241 I think we should work to promote ag and tourism however that by itself will not
solve the problem. We have no beach and no mountains close by so many will
never find us to be their vacation destination.

Aug 23, 2011 4:26 PM

242 This is an excellent opportunity which may be ruined should fracking for natural
gas deposits occur

Aug 23, 2011 4:15 PM

243 Protecting and encouraging our important local industries, agriculture and
tourism, are critical to the future of the region.  Organic farming, one of our
fastest growing businesses, should be particularly protected and encouraged.

Aug 23, 2011 3:51 PM

244 Yes, definitely. Aug 23, 2011 2:47 PM

245 Our strength lies in wine, organics, tourism, education, recreation,and
hunting/fishing

Aug 23, 2011 2:30 PM

246 This is only limited income. Doesn't begin to touch the need. Yes keep and
support Cooperative Extension and our farm base and build it, but realize it won't
solve anything economic wise. Just not big enough anymore. I go to Watkins
Glen - it isn't a big NYS promoter - it supports Watkins Glen racing industry - not
us here in the STNY.

Aug 23, 2011 2:17 PM

247 This is one of our biggest assets!  We should promote this the the highest level!
Exposure means incresed revenue for local business people whic means
incresed growth.....

Aug 23, 2011 2:13 PM

248 Our area needs to have help promoting our green produce and other farm
products.  Being in the Watershed and under major restrictions for clean water
makes our produce the best available.  This county was built on agriculture and
may be the only thing we have that can give this area a future.

Aug 23, 2011 2:06 PM
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249 The Southern Tier has been sadly neglected as regards the many areas of
interest to travelers. Compare marketing publications about this area to other
areas of the State.  Binghamton, as an example, doesn't even have a
reasonable tourist center.  Most cities of this size direct tourists to a building site
which is exclusively for tourists.  The State Visitor's Center that travelers might
stop at as they enter NY from the South has very few pieces of literature on the
attractions locally.  The cost of local not-for-profits to display such literature is
cost prohibitive.  The airport and bus hub displays of local attractions is sorely
inadequate as is the case at all the hotels.

Aug 23, 2011 1:50 PM

250 Strengthen sustainable ag not just as tourism, but for itself. Build food
processing facilities, promote regional "brand"

Aug 23, 2011 1:10 PM

251 New York has some of the most beautiful cycling venues! We should promote
cycling-friendly roads and trails as much as possible!

Aug 23, 2011 12:48 PM

252 Good strategies for improving quality of life for residents, but increasing tourism
will never have a major impact on improving our depressed economy.

Aug 23, 2011 12:38 PM

253 We also need to refocus people from eating packaged foods to eating locally
produced foods.  In order to make farming financially viable, we need ways to
get the food to the local population in ways they will appreciate it and seek it out.

Aug 23, 2011 12:15 PM

254 I don't hear nearly enough about building processing facilities to support our
local agriculture, and create products which can be transported and sold at
supermarkets state-wide.  Local agriculture is not just a fad, but the bedrock of
our region's economy.  By building our agricultural capacity, we create a
foundation upon which other industries can thrive, not to mention family farming
operations.

Aug 23, 2011 12:12 PM

255 I don't think we have the kind of dramatic natural setting that makes a tourist
destination on its own, but we may be able to develop agri & eco tourism
especially to those not too far away, i.e. NYC.

Aug 23, 2011 12:06 PM

256 The local, home-grown business are the ones that have long term staying power.
While industry can positively impact the area, they are more greatly influenced
by the global market and don't always have loyalty to the area where they are
located.

Aug 23, 2011 12:06 PM

257 Yes to all the above but I would add urban cultural events, like arts, TCO (opera)
museums, festivals, and packages of events. The problem with natural
resources is that they only are accessible for 4-5 months of the year.

Aug 23, 2011 11:56 AM

258 Limited potential for growth in these areas. Aug 23, 2011 11:53 AM

259 These industries will be devastated by development for shale-gas fracking if
allowed to go forward in any large scale.

Aug 23, 2011 11:47 AM

260 This is our winning hand- this area can be the 'playground' for all of NYC. As well
as supplying niche market items: micro-brewed beer. artisan cheeses, maple
syrup, specialty eggs- the list is endless.

Aug 23, 2011 11:43 AM

261 Much better than page 1. Aug 23, 2011 11:34 AM
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262 Government does not need to be involved in marketing.  Look at the New York
State Wine industry.

Aug 23, 2011 11:34 AM

263 however, this will be counter acted by gas drilling, no hope for this... Aug 23, 2011 11:31 AM

264 YES YES YES YES YES Aug 23, 2011 11:19 AM

265 This our greatest strength- let's support and grow these kinds of businesses and
encourage young farmers to come here by creating programs that match
landowners with young people who want to farm but can't afford to buy land yet.

Aug 23, 2011 11:19 AM

266 It should include not just Organic Farms but also include alternative farming -
value added farming

Aug 23, 2011 11:15 AM

267 Yes! Promote the industries that already exist and help them thrive!!!! Aug 23, 2011 11:07 AM

268 This is a major area of success, especially in the western part of this district.
Many of the wineries are looking for more commercial success, so marketing
strategy is very important.  New outlets for wine sales would improve this
situation.

Aug 23, 2011 11:05 AM

269 Item too broad. Agricultural zones should be established, environmentally
regulated, and given favorable tax rates.

Aug 23, 2011 10:54 AM

270 Supporting agri-tourism, heritage tourism & promoting the natural beauty and
rural character of region has been sorely lacking.

Aug 23, 2011 10:44 AM

271 Agriculture is our most reliable part of the local economy. The natural gas hype
and speculation will induce short term industrial growth that can permanently
damage the tourism and agricultural sectors.

Aug 23, 2011 10:40 AM

272 This sounds wonderful, as long as the the chemicals from hydrofracking and the
gas extracted from such aren't stored there.....who wants to drink wine that is
made form fruit grown in tainted soil?

Aug 23, 2011 10:32 AM

273 miami is having a major come-back all because of tourism. Aug 23, 2011 9:56 AM

274 Yes, I think this is an area where Tioga County and the Southern Tier in general
should focus a lot of attention. Unfortunately, manufacturing is not likely to make
a come back and industrial gas drilling will only destroy any chance the region
has to promote tourism, sports and agriculture. See Bradford and Tioga Counties
in PA

Aug 23, 2011 9:42 AM

275 YES!!! Eco -tourism goes hand in hand with solar/wind/high efficiency
technologies!

Aug 23, 2011 9:28 AM

276 Help existing special events to grow Aug 23, 2011 9:27 AM

277 These have been our strong suit in the past and need to be promoted further.
Who will want to visit NY when there are thousands of gas drills and the
associated traffic everywhere? Organic farms will be a thing of the past with
drilling contamination.  Monsanto needs to be stopped as well.

Aug 23, 2011 8:49 AM

278 Dump coop ext its a waste of cash. What your talking about is how can we get Aug 23, 2011 8:43 AM
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rich folks to spend cash. The majority of NYers will never enjoy these fine
recreation opportunities.

279 Eeach of these items have merit to different degress. Aug 23, 2011 8:15 AM

280 We need to promote our state's beauty and attractions. We need a good on-line
listing of things to do in our state. Many families are taking small scale vacations
and need to know what is available within easy driving distance.  Farmer's
markets, community festivals and fairs, recurring programs such as the Sterling
Renaissance Fair, sight-seeing opportunities, boat trips and rentals.

Aug 23, 2011 8:03 AM

281 Well planned recreational activities as long as they don't negatively impact the
envrionment.

Aug 23, 2011 7:57 AM

282 Organic farms, wine trails, and natural resources are our biggest assets. We
should not destroy them.  But, we already have too many tourists--traffic is too
high and the place is clogged in the summer. Trying to bring in more people is
just greed-based, and will not improve the quality of life for residents. It may give
some of them more money, but it won't improve our lives. Why must we always
expand and grow? There are limits, in case you haven't figured that out yet.

Aug 23, 2011 1:07 AM

283 The Finger Lakes are a gem and need to be promoted even more and more. Aug 22, 2011 11:00 PM

284 People live here and vacation here BECAUSE of the natural resources. Aug 22, 2011 9:53 PM

285 Yes! Yes!!! Aug 22, 2011 9:45 PM

286 PROMOTE/ADVERTISE OUTSIDE THE COUNTY OUR SPIDIE FEST;
ADVERTISE MORE AGRESSIVELY, LEATHERSTOCKING COUNTRY,
FINGER LAKE WINE REGION ETC..

Aug 22, 2011 9:45 PM

287 Enough golf courses already. Hiking and biking are great in our area. The CSA
movement is growing rapidly as it should.

Aug 22, 2011 9:43 PM

288 Our natural beauty is unique and it is worth capitalizing on...and preserving Aug 22, 2011 9:08 PM

289 Ithaca could handle a significant summer population of tourist in housing that is
unoccupied during the summer and coordinated through a central listing, with
support of landlord and tenants.

Aug 22, 2011 9:01 PM

290 YES Aug 22, 2011 8:45 PM

291 I believe that there are enough talented farmers and winery owners, if you would
protect their assets, they would grow the Finger Lakes region slowly but in a very
positive way. Tourism and recreation are naturals for this region. That's what the
current residents want. Don't drive them away with polluting industries like
natural gas drilling.

Aug 22, 2011 8:26 PM

292 Local is great! Aug 22, 2011 8:14 PM

293 In a dream world this great,but where are the higher paying jobs, where are the
hard goods neccessary for every day life. All of these things listed are seasonal
at best and depend on other people having the monies to spend to feed that
particular segment of the economy. We as a siciety as gotten things backward,

Aug 22, 2011 7:47 PM
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this is entertainment mostly not good paying jobs and jobs that product can be
sent out to bring money back to our area. Entertainment can not provide the tax
base to support the economy. Organic farming is one of the best ideas that really
goes back to the old way of farming. It has to command higher prices, most
people can't afford them, and the production is not of the quanity neccessary nor
the quality that people expect. Once more don't want farming in my back yard, it
stinks gets mud on the roads, use fertilizer to make enough grow that we can
eat. Private home owners should be banned from using fertilizer and sprays on
their home lawns. What does society get from someone having a beautiful lawn
and all the while those home owners are wasting natural resources just to make
them selves feel good.

294 Add the Arts.  It is very strong for small community.  Promote it. Aug 22, 2011 7:43 PM

295 yes.  however, water sports so long as it's not a noise pollutant, or promoting
putting more gasoline in the lakes.

Aug 22, 2011 7:42 PM

296 This is CRITICAL!!!!!! Aug 22, 2011 6:59 PM

297 Not only does this follow the economic development philosophy of build on what
we have, but it also allows us to feature one of our prized assets: the natural
geography and environment we so often take for granted.

Aug 22, 2011 6:50 PM

298 would also include jump starting additional lodging opportuntiies Aug 22, 2011 6:26 PM

299 The Finger Lakes region is now recognized as one of the most pristine areas to
visit in the world.  We should be doing everything we can to promote the area, to
ensure that it remains as pure and clean as it is now and not allow it to be turned
into an industrial zone because we happen to be on top of the Marcellus Shale.
The tourist industry brings in hundreds of millions of dollars to the state each
year.  We cannot afford to destroy it.

Aug 22, 2011 5:35 PM

300 These are proven and extensive resources in much of Upstate NY, and should
be highlighted.  Additional investments will follow investment in these areas.  An
amenity-led development strategy seems appropriate for this area with its many
natural amenities.

Aug 22, 2011 5:31 PM

301 Focus should be on protecting small, family farms and helping them sell to local
markets.  DO NOT PROMOTE AUTO RACING - ridiculous squandering of
petroleum.  Everything else on the list above I agree should be promoted.
Promote small scale business infrastructure - there is a serious shortage of meat
processing facilities and fewer and fewer suppliers of farm supplies needed by
small scale family farms that are trying to keep their aging equipment functional.

Aug 22, 2011 5:31 PM

302 We need clarity from the NYS DEC on gas drilling. when that happens, we will
see an influx of capital and jobs and ancillary business to support the gas
industry. We will also see increased tax revenues.

Aug 22, 2011 4:32 PM

303 This is especially true for Watkin Glen/Schuyler County.  We will never attract
industrial, we need to concentrate on making this a year 'round visitor
destination.  We need more first class accomodations like Watkins Glen Harbor
Hotel.

Aug 22, 2011 4:26 PM

304 This is one of our region's greatest strengths, and we should protect and expand Aug 22, 2011 4:10 PM
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these industries.

305 We have many tourist opportunities in the area and we should be capitalizing on
them.  Instead we are exploring a move toward destroying them with natural gas
exploration and gas platform.  This is counter intuitive to promoting these
industries.

Aug 22, 2011 4:05 PM

306 No Fracking Aug 22, 2011 3:33 PM

307 Tourism and Agriculture are two of NYs's largest industries, yet NYS is
encouraging gas drilling which can hurt or kill both. Why?

Aug 22, 2011 3:30 PM

308 Absolutely! And we also need to ensure that these industries are not destroyed
by pollution from other industries.

Aug 22, 2011 3:19 PM

309 In general, local economic systems need to be developed. Aug 22, 2011 2:54 PM

310 I agree that it is important to support ("promote") local agriculture but not by
using the sorts of things listed here. Farmers should be able to get off the
commodities farming treadmill and improve their revenues by growing and
selling food to consumers and local small businesses. New York farms should
feed New York families.

Aug 22, 2011 2:53 PM

311 There is no money to maintain access to these facilities, please don't expand
them if you are not maintaining the infrastructure, and certainly don't expand
public facilites that we don't have the budget to maintain.  No one wants to travel
here when just the cost of gasoline is 20 cents higher than the neighboring
states.  Drop the gas taxes and people will come.

Aug 22, 2011 2:49 PM

312 Tourism and Agriculture are a important part of our economy. If we over regulate
our land use the other segments of our population which rely on land such as the
lumber segment suffer.

Aug 22, 2011 2:44 PM

313 These are attractions that make NY a pleasant place to visit and to live.  The
only caveat is that promoting "agri-tourism" should not lead to promoting
sanitized tours of industrial, "factory farms."

Aug 22, 2011 2:23 PM

314 In areas, such as Watkins Glen, this is critical.  A new hotel and a NY Main St.
program kick-started this village.  Sales Tax revenue alone has nearly tripled by
completing these two tasks.  The Final development phase of this for Watkins
Glen needs to be completed in order to make it one of the top destination areas
within NYS.

Aug 22, 2011 2:20 PM

315 The Finger Lakes region has much to offer in terms of boating, wineries, outdoor
activities and natural beauty. These aspects should be developed in a healthy,
continuing manner, not abandoned by local and state government, which now
seeks to destroy the quality of life with LPG storage by Inergy and Cuomo's
support of hydrofracking in this region. These activities bring some short-term
jobs but ultimately cost more in infrastructure upkeep, loss of tourism,
destruction of air and water quality, and the potential massive costs of cleanups.

Aug 22, 2011 2:19 PM

316 We have many beautiful waterways that would be attractive to tourists who wish
to paddle and fish.  Lots of great golf courses and hiking trails and   cultural
institutions like the Anderson Center.  Promote these things on a regional basis...

Aug 22, 2011 2:11 PM
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317 We are so close to the Finger Lakes, Greek Peak, Wineries that we need to
capitalize more fully on their availability New York State should sell Soaring
Eagles Golf Course to a local developer so it can go back on the tax roles - Why
is New York State in the Golfing business - Makes no sense - They have ruined
a beautiful opportunity

Aug 22, 2011 2:10 PM

318 necessary to attract new businesses Aug 22, 2011 2:01 PM

319 dredge and clean Susquahana river so it can be used for boating, water sports,
swimming

Aug 22, 2011 1:28 PM

320 I believe our natural resources and tourism are our best long term shot at a
stable area economy.

Aug 22, 2011 1:16 PM

321 We need to protect and preserve this treasured region in order to maintain and
improve local economies.

Aug 22, 2011 1:14 PM

322 This new fracking for gas is not Good! Aug 22, 2011 1:14 PM

323 Agriculture should be promoted, but not tourism. Let tourism live or die on it's
own merits.

Aug 22, 2011 12:55 PM

324 We need to remind people where the food chain starts.The basics are important.
A comment called into a radio station when discussing economy and farmers
having a tough time " I feel bad for farmer but that isn't my problem; I get my
produce from Wegman's" this was a serious educated woman.  There is much in
our area that could be developed. Other area's do it

Aug 22, 2011 12:48 PM

325 As long as proper Health/Safety and Environmental Regulations are in place. Aug 22, 2011 12:45 PM

326 Create a white water play park at rock bottom dam! With businesses that build
green technologies most of the workers are into out door activities. Build a
gondola from Vestal to Binghamton along the Rail Trail. Make growing hemp
legal, hemp is a great fiber for replacing cotton, the cotton industry is blocking it.
so we make it legal to grow. Hemp can be altered so that it has no THC. Also
just make pot legal. It will take the money out of drug dealers who send the
money out of the country. 1 million dollars here aint that much but 1 million in
Mexico is alot of money, and once there it is out of our system. Our economy
works best when money has volcity from one person to another. Also we have
the best grazing lands in the country, lets get the cattle off of National Forests
and graze them at cost. Open more farmers markets in the area. Stop selling
california wines in supper markets. In Vermont you can only find Vermont
products like chesse, wines and fruits etc... In NYS you have to look hard to find
NYS products. We have no pride!

Aug 22, 2011 12:33 PM

327 I think this is a significant strength and I would also add in the beautiful rivers we
have.

Aug 22, 2011 12:27 PM

328 Except for the section of CCE which promotes anti-agricultural activity. What
about the state parks?  what about the clearly abandoned "Two Rivers Park"?
Where did the funding for that park get diverted to?  Tioga Downs casino?

Aug 22, 2011 11:54 AM

329 Everyone should realize that these activities are not consistent with the large
scale development of the natural gas industry as outlined by the current dGEIS

Aug 22, 2011 11:51 AM
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and the potential loss of jobs should be calculated into economic impact
statements about drilling.

330 As a business owner, promoting the existing businesses that revolve around
tourism and agricultural development are primary.

Aug 22, 2011 11:43 AM

331 and we've already invested years and money to develop this niche. Aug 22, 2011 11:38 AM

332 This area is boring Aug 22, 2011 11:30 AM

333 Deposit area - beautiful geography, so much potential.  Small town politics seem
to get in the way of development

Aug 22, 2011 11:28 AM

334 Cooperative Extension is not a tourist attraction!!!  Despite having accomplished
quite a lot, personally, as an Agriculture Economic Development Specialist
working for Cooperative Extension, I do not believe that the agency is very
effective at economic development.  It is important that the main-line economic
development organizations engage with this opportunity, not off-load it to
Cooperative Extension, which remains an org with a core competency in
technical assistance, not economic development.

Aug 22, 2011 11:24 AM

335 We have so much potential in this area but many agricultural enterprises lack the
funding options to pursue other areas of agri tourism.

Aug 22, 2011 11:17 AM

336 The lakes are our greatest asset of this region, for both agriculture and tourism.
We must not let natural gas extraction and storage impede on these growing
industries.  They should exist in industrial zones outside of the main tourism
centers like Watkins Glen.

Aug 22, 2011 11:10 AM

337 All of these are critical factors in what has kept many of us in the region to raise
our families.  If they are sacrificed to pursue a boom/bust economy such as
hydrofracking studies show that the population will decrease (many of us plan to
leave if that happens).

Aug 22, 2011 11:08 AM

338 I suggest this type of development should be a cornerstone from which to build
compatible industries, even though they may not have anything to do with
tourism, such as high tech,

Aug 22, 2011 11:05 AM

339 This is our strength; this is where we are unique; this is where we have not yet
"trashed" or environment so that people will come to enjoy our rural atmosphere
and clean water and clear skies. Ecotourism in the real sense is important as is
agritourism.

Aug 22, 2011 11:01 AM

340 The growth of the wine region has been impressive and we have one of the best-
low cost golf and water recreation areas around.  I am sure we can better attract
tourists from the large urban areas with some creative approaches.  Farming is
part of the picture and we have a tremendous resource with Cornell.

Aug 22, 2011 10:55 AM

341 promoting other (beyond wine and food) successful sustainable enterprises who
actually make something would also help

Aug 22, 2011 10:51 AM

342 We'll get lots of tourists ti visit the place with a gas well every 600 acres. Why is
Cumo willing to trade a long term tourist industry for s short term gas ext ration
industry?

Aug 22, 2011 10:49 AM
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343 YES Aug 22, 2011 10:40 AM

344 we have lots of water for all different situations..lets use it Aug 22, 2011 10:39 AM

345 We need manufacturing jobs so that people of UPSTATE NY can afford to enjoy
some of the acitivities mentioned above.

Aug 22, 2011 10:37 AM

346 The Regional Council should place strong emphasis on economic development
opportunities that support and encourage the local food system that creates local
jobs and provides food access and security to residents of the Southern Tier.

Aug 22, 2011 10:37 AM

347 Let's do without a Disney type operation which is meant simply to extract money
which may not stay in the community.  Eco tourism with such and agro-tourism
can help

Aug 22, 2011 10:33 AM

348 Here is the small energy generation idea.  Then dariy needs to get more money
for their milk.  We need to get out of the Milk compact.  it was done so many
years ago that it has become old and gray and does not work will.  As for
lumping Toruism with Agriculture you are dumb for doing so.

Aug 22, 2011 10:13 AM

349 No point in building infrastructure without developing the means to support the
cost.  Local products and tourism is the crowd that will bring in the money if
marketed, preferably in a cooperative advertising campaign.

Aug 22, 2011 10:09 AM

350 Bring fracking into the state and you can forget about many of the above
mentioned.

Aug 22, 2011 10:06 AM

351 The counties of the Finger Lakes region have begun to create a Rural
Revitalization Initiative along these lines.  Other opportunities include renewable
energy and forest products.

Aug 22, 2011 9:57 AM

352 This should be the single most important factor in all decision making.  The
Finger Lakes region is our Yosemite, our Yellowstone.  Let's promote that aspect
and preserve its natural beauty.

Aug 22, 2011 9:47 AM

353 A key for our area - and one that will be increasingly important as global climate
change makes agriculture disappear elsewhere.  We are near to markets and
our currently abundant clean water is our most important asset.  This land and
water should not be sacrificed to gas development.

Aug 22, 2011 9:42 AM

354 dredge the Cayuga Lake inlet and fix Stewart Park and millions will be brought in
along with the associated jobs

Aug 22, 2011 9:40 AM

355 Don't forget the Finger Lakes National Forest, the only National Forest in NYS,
Catharine Valley Trail, Watkins Glen State Park, Seneca Lake Cuisine Trail,
Finger Lakes Cheese Trail, the growing interest in micro breweries and
distilleries and the long list of attractions and potential attractions is huge. And,
this is just Schuyler County!

Aug 22, 2011 9:24 AM

356 Farming and tourism are our greatest assets!  Do not undermine them by
allowing hydrofrackers to poison the groundwater.

Aug 22, 2011 9:22 AM

357 This is essential.   The Southern Tier and Finger Lakes region will be the bread
basket for NYS and the eastern states.  Let's not throw this out the window to

Aug 22, 2011 9:20 AM
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benefit short-term financial gain through energy exploitation.

358 You work with what you have and the Southern Tier has the potential to further
develop its already strong agriculture and tourism industries.

Aug 22, 2011 9:02 AM

359 This would be excellent, smart and foward-thinking. Aug 22, 2011 8:40 AM

360 While recreation and development are important I believe we have to be careful
when promoting the local agriculture and tourism industries to not push away the
families that have grown here and made the Southern Tier what it is today. While
increased funding is necessary for survival in many ways our area has survived
and does so do to the residents.

Aug 22, 2011 8:37 AM

361 Agriculture and not just agritourism. Aug 22, 2011 7:28 AM

362 We are not close enough to the Watkins Glen or the Finger Lakes for it to
matter. We need to develop our cultural class, and let it become the catalyst for
investment.  See Schenectady.

Aug 22, 2011 1:53 AM

363 We have lots of fresh clean water. We should promote this and keep it clean for
agriculture and tourism.

Aug 22, 2011 12:44 AM

364 Fracking can ruin all of the above. Aug 22, 2011 12:07 AM

365 Natural gas extraction will undermine and damage these two important economic
sectors, and should therefore should be "downgraded" as priority by this Council.

Aug 21, 2011 11:54 PM

366 this should be a statewide focus--new york can and should be THE green state! Aug 21, 2011 11:02 PM

367 A tourist economy is not the solution.  To many of the jobs are low paid and
seasonal.

Aug 21, 2011 10:20 PM

368 You will not have these if drilling realy gets going. Aug 21, 2011 10:09 PM

369 We have such a unique and lovely area--let's emphasize it's development! Aug 21, 2011 10:06 PM

370 IN my own small effort I try to do this now. See Facebook page Greater
Binghamton Today.

Aug 21, 2011 10:00 PM

371 Natural resources and quality educational institutions is what makes this area
unique and we should do everything possible to strengthen these areas.

Aug 21, 2011 9:47 PM

372 Yes--this is an area of beautiful natural resources, within easy reach of many
urban centers. This is the long-term future of the area. Anything that threatens
this long-term future, such as hydraulic fracturing, should be prohibited. Most gas
wells operate on a boom-then-bust cycle of about ten years. Invest in the long
term.

Aug 21, 2011 9:37 PM

373 3.5 billion dollars in economic activity, from the Wine Industry in NYS. Of course,
not southern tier exclusively, but to a great extent. This is one of our greatest
assets.

Aug 21, 2011 9:10 PM

374 Tourism and recreation should be promoted. Aug 21, 2011 8:16 PM
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375 When you look at this, you need to make sure you know what natural gas
development will do to this area and I don't believe the powers to be really care -
- they just seem to think the dollars will flow in and they won't.  Look at PA, CO,
WY, TX and other states that have experience in this already.

Aug 21, 2011 7:56 PM

376 Yes to organic agriculture, no to recreational activities such as golf skiing and
water sports that would pollute our waterways.

Aug 21, 2011 7:44 PM

377 Again, hydrofracking in our region would damage many of the economic
opportunities we enjoy in the Southern Tier, and hurt the businesses already in
place.

Aug 21, 2011 7:00 PM

378 Many of those who were born and raised here seem to take this region's
immense beauty for granted. That beauty is the region's best asset. There
should be a huge emphasis on organic farming, on the region's wonderful lakes
and rivers, and on its beautiful forests.

Aug 21, 2011 6:51 PM

379 Stress our CLEAN WATER and clean air-- rarer and rarer these days! Aug 21, 2011 6:47 PM

380 Those are what will keep this region healthy physically and economically. Aug 21, 2011 6:32 PM

381 Unlike the previous sections, all the items here are presently positively. So its the
opposite of the last section but with the same effect.  This section would have
been given more meaningful results if participants were asked to rank these five
items one through five - i would like to know how many respondents picked more
than one of any answer, three of an answer, four of the same answer. How does
the way the questions are worded help determine what people really want?

Aug 21, 2011 6:31 PM

382 We have not yet leveraged all the resources we have to offer in this area. Aug 21, 2011 6:30 PM

383 This is critically important. It's our bread and butter. If fracking were to come
here, all this would be dead. Fracking may be to the benefit of a very few over a
very short time. Banning fracking is to EVERYONE's benefit for the long term.

Aug 21, 2011 5:43 PM

384 It's already proven to support 92% of the population.   Perhaps, the best way to
support the agriculture and tourism industry is to implement an economic
development strategic plan that will serve and help the remaining 8% of the
population. In the long run, seems like a far more lucrative solution for the state
than fracking.

Aug 21, 2011 5:01 PM

385 This ties into the need for improves rail services. Aug 21, 2011 4:50 PM

386 Need state funding and coordination with local and regional groups to support
land conservation, easements, and recreational use development (e.g. trails,
nature preserves, private land easements) and funding for MAINTAINING
existing protected lands.

Aug 21, 2011 4:31 PM

387 Do not do fracking in Marcellus shale and do not grant INERGY permission
tobuild L.P. gas storage facility on Seneca Lake in town of Reading!!!!!

Aug 21, 2011 4:14 PM

388 Small farms should be subsidized. Aug 21, 2011 3:45 PM

389 Yes!  Protect these activities from the gas drilling industry! Aug 21, 2011 3:18 PM
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390 It's odd that cooperative extension is specifically mentioned. It does not engage
much with recreation or state parks. Why not mention other organizations?

Aug 21, 2011 2:44 PM

391 Agriculture continues to be a key industry in this area and we are well within the
foodshed of several metropolitan areas. We need to encourage ancillary
agricultural businesses like food processing, dairy product production, farm
implement/supply manufacturing, etc. Farmland also contributes greatly to the
"viewshed" of the area which, in turn, draws tourists to our beautiful area. Once
again, we must consider the industrialization of this food/viewshed that will come
with large scale gas extraction. Their are many studies that indicate that farm
products such as livestock, dairy, grapes, grazing grasses and other essential
elements of our agricultural industry are adversely affected by gas extraction,
processing, transportation, and disposal. Most of these effects come from the
impacts on air,  water, and soils. These 2 industries can not viably co-exist.
Which industry we choose will affect our region for many decades to come.

Aug 21, 2011 2:15 PM

392 Absolutely!  This is a growth area already, with a lot of potential for expansion.
Now we have a cheese-trail, growing number of farmer's markets and access to
markets in NYCity, gourmet restaurants in our area, etc. More support for
sustainable agriculture and local food protects our need for food security.

Aug 21, 2011 2:15 PM

393 Yes, indeed. Aug 21, 2011 1:44 PM

394 The local businesses already are moving in this direction - the government
should help coordinate, but it doesn't seem like my tax dollars are needed for
this effort!

Aug 21, 2011 1:20 PM

395 I believe that this is the best bet for the area to promote to not only people who
do not live here, but to local residents.

Aug 21, 2011 12:48 PM

396 I would add promotion of the arts of the area to this - Philharmonic, opera, live
theater.

Aug 21, 2011 11:28 AM

397 There is so much history in this area that is not really being promoted. Aug 21, 2011 10:20 AM

398 There should an overhaul in tourism as to who decides where the dollars are
spent and on who.

Aug 21, 2011 8:33 AM

399 very important, but relies heavily on outside money coming in. Great in addition
to our own self sustaining ecomomy.

Aug 21, 2011 7:53 AM

400 This is our wealth---pristine water and air---a beautiful place to live and to visit.
As fossil fuels diminish, food grown regionally becomes more and more
important.

Aug 20, 2011 4:03 PM

401 Already get a lot of tourists, instead of building only on successes try to look at
other opportunities that need support...business areas of certain towns and
villages to serve local residents better

Aug 20, 2011 2:11 PM

402 And do not forget the ARTS!!  We have an exciting symphony orchestra, opera
company and art facilities and exhibits.

Aug 20, 2011 12:10 PM

403 Let's make the most of the existing attractions/opportunities that we have. Aug 20, 2011 12:03 PM



264 of 681

Page 4, Q1.  <b>Promoting Local Agriculture and Tourism Industries.</b>  This includes expanding the use of
existing facilities such as Watkins Glen; developing multi-recreation use destinations; organic farms; wine trails;
natural resources such as the Finger Lakes; recreational activities such as golf skiin...

404 Agriculture is very important in upstate for many reasons. I think agri-tourism is
well developed in the finger lakes. I'm not sure how much more can be done
there. Tourism is good because it brings outside dollars into the region. But it
takes constant marketing (like retail) - constant marketing. But it's worth it. We
probably should do more to market apple picking and our outstanding golf
courses to other parts of the country, especially New York City (I know the CVB
does the golf now and gets a good return on their investment).

Aug 20, 2011 11:09 AM

405 great idea: create tax breaks for the tourist industry and stop the gas drilling in
it's tracks before it destroys the tourist industry. develop solar energy instead
and create other green jobs win win

Aug 20, 2011 10:46 AM

406 This development builds strong communities. Local tourism is also important. I
prefer a day in Ithaca walking the gorges or a farm trip or blueberry picking with
my grandchildren to traveling to another state or country. We need to appreciate
the beauty we have, the resources of clean water, trees, parks, and the many
activities and opportunities to grow and learn. An outdoor musuem, an art center
open to all ages and using carefully natural materials, a water travel program on
our rivers, picnics with purpose (maybe music, singing, dancing as part of it), and
an endless development of people and nature friendly ways to enjoy the
Southern Tier could build an economy that would give money and joy.
Community gardens in city and suburbs could add to health and abundance -
and let the gardening tools, clothes, snacks, and activities all be local. Just as
there is a committee on economics, there should be a committee of citizens,
ordinary people's input. And there must be better transportation, not only within
the cities but also into the more rural areas.

Aug 20, 2011 9:59 AM

407 Again, Arts activities are blatantly missing in your list of promotable "industries". Aug 20, 2011 9:52 AM

408 We live in one of the most beautiful spots in the state and the country. We also
need to focus on supplying growing markets like organic produce.

Aug 20, 2011 7:52 AM

409 Expanding them? Let's start with appreciating them and knowing that they can't
exist with hydrofracking.

Aug 20, 2011 12:11 AM

410 Hydro-fracking would probably threaten all these. Aug 19, 2011 11:13 PM

411 We are fortunate to have such a beautiful area to offer to the public. We need to
develop and expand the marketing of these natural resources in a more unified
system to integrate them all.

Aug 19, 2011 10:08 PM

412 Yes!  The Fingerlakes and our rivers are tremendous resources in our region,
and in many cases surprisingly under-utilized as economic engines.

Aug 19, 2011 10:00 PM

413 The further development of hiking trails and other pedestrian paths bears
consideration. There could, for example, be incentives to allow rights of way for
the Finger Lakes Trails and subsidies for further trail creation.

Aug 19, 2011 9:49 PM

414 Tourism is great Aug 19, 2011 6:45 PM

415 I don't see this as a tourism place.  Quality of life is definately improved by
accessability to all of these things, but I don't see it drawing people.  What we
need is jobs and need to promote the easy access to all of these amenities
within such a short distance.

Aug 19, 2011 6:06 PM
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416 We are an area of great beauty that needs to be accented. Aug 19, 2011 6:04 PM

417 Allowing unchecked Fracking shoots this initiative in the foot. Aug 19, 2011 5:53 PM

418 Include Corning's CMOG, Rockwell Muse7um, Gaffer District, etc. Aug 19, 2011 5:35 PM

419 Do not forget Cultural tourism, and the Arts, these are huge economic
generators, and add to a regions quality of life.

Aug 19, 2011 5:05 PM

420 Tourism and large draw events are seasonal.  We need year-round solutions Aug 19, 2011 5:03 PM

421 opportunities for local producers to sell their locally grown foods Aug 19, 2011 3:46 PM

422 Your can spend all the dollars you want, but just take a look around at the
buildings in disrepair and the farms that look like junk yards.  They don't need
promotion, they need lower taxes and regulation, which will entice new business.

Aug 19, 2011 3:26 PM

423 It may help, but not the the play that will win the game. Aug 19, 2011 3:08 PM

424 There is a strong undercurrent of arts in this area that should also be
encouraged. The arts and the natural beauty angle often coordinate with one
another.

Aug 19, 2011 2:50 PM

425 Are there opportunities for agro or eco-tourism in areas of the southern tier that
are not like Watkins Glen or the Finger Lakes, or is this idea too distracting from
the regions most markjetable assets? If the answer is yes, those areas need
help developing a marketable product.

Aug 19, 2011 2:35 PM

426 Our natural resources and beauty is one of our strengths. Aug 19, 2011 2:33 PM

427 But promotions and PR should be focused very precisely on Mega-cities in the
NE.

Aug 19, 2011 1:59 PM

428 organic farms and golf are good ideas Aug 19, 2011 1:57 PM

429 We have all this now, we need bread and butter jobs, ones you can support a
family with.

Aug 19, 2011 1:53 PM

Page 4, Q2.  <b>Strengthen University/Economic Development Partnerships.</b>  This includes creating new
synergistic relationships between businesses and universities; enhancing technology transfer; creation of
incubators; creating apprenticeships; promoting small businesses that evolve from universities; uti...

1 It is rare that anything from a university creates value real time. Decades pass by
before a discovery is converted to useful technology.  The university is valuable
as a knowledge bank to tap into for problem solving and consultation.
Universities are delusional when it comes to technology. Neat lab tricks are not
useful near term for creating a business.

Sep 15, 2011 11:05 PM

2 We have a large, and possibly unusual,concentration outstanding colleges and
universities within less than 2 hours of Corning, e.g. Elmira College, Mansfield

Sep 15, 2011 9:57 PM
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University, CCC, Alfred University, Alfred State, SUNY Geneseo, St.
Bonaventure...

3 I tend to agree with programs where local business people are involved and if it
will aid them, not the government, to create jobs. Jobs must be addressed from
the private sector viewpoint, not government employees.

Sep 15, 2011 5:20 PM

4 Another of our strengths, and should be built on. Sep 15, 2011 3:13 PM

5 We would be creating more complexity Sep 15, 2011 2:54 PM

6 The education industry is one of our key industries.  It's health has a direct effect
on everything else in our county.

Sep 15, 2011 2:24 PM

7 We need to have the BU School of Management organize board panels of
university and community leaders to mentor/incubate start-up businesses. We
don't necessarily need more bricks and mortar incubators built. Instead use
existing spaces thorughout the valley and call upon the University to lead
oversight of start-up small businesses in exchange for investment capital
advances.

Sep 15, 2011 12:38 PM

8 Need to bridge the gap between purely accademic research and activities that
are linked to building on local strengths that will result in commercialization and
and actual job creation

Sep 15, 2011 9:55 AM

9 internships and ocmmunity service are commonly required now in high
school...need to be CREATIVELY fostered in all academic programs across
curricula in colleges/universities

Sep 15, 2011 8:56 AM

10 SUNY Albany is a model for Education/Public/Private partnerships for economic
development with Nanotechnology.  The Southern Tier should choose a
technology area to develop, such as genetic engineering or electric car battery
development, and put together a comprehensive plan.   For example, Cornell
could have a program for training scientists, Binghamton could offer a special
MBA program in managing such enterprises, and Corning Community College
could train the technicians needed for the technology area.  Economic
development organizations could offer help to spin-off entrepreneurs who want
to create local businesses using this technology.

Sep 14, 2011 11:08 AM

11 Already being done by Corning, Inc. to serve its own needs. Sep 13, 2011 8:15 PM

12 Encouraging our young, well-educated to be able to find meaningful work and
make their home in our region.

Sep 13, 2011 5:18 PM

13 promote skilled trades Sep 13, 2011 5:05 PM

14 I only agree with this if these "synergistic relationships" are beyond our borders.
I think it impossible to become more incestuous than we are, but I am afraid we
migh try with "new synergistic relationships" doing precisely what we have been
doing!

Sep 13, 2011 4:29 PM

15 The SUNY Chancellor calls for many of these collaborative efforts. Sep 13, 2011 4:10 PM

16 This is a CRITICAL need! Sep 13, 2011 2:20 PM
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17 I would be sure to include community colleges, some of which are already doing
many of these things.

Sep 13, 2011 1:52 PM

18 Industrial arts might even fit with tourism. Blacksmithing, woodworking trades,
skills that may be lost to technology, or overseas manufacturing. The country
was built on craftsmanship from immigrants. If we can't keep big jobs here, keep
smaller quality ones here.

Sep 13, 2011 10:58 AM

19 There most definitely has to be a tie-in between the educatonal system(s) and
business.  Each generation will tell you what is important to them.  They are the
incubators

Sep 13, 2011 10:27 AM

20 Absolutely not, for the reasons I mentioned earlier.  Why is it that we think of
universities when we want to create technology and facilitate technology
transfer?  Yes, universities do have freedom -- freedom to do any damned thing
they want to, and they usually do.  Talk to the research professors and learn
what drives them.  You'll find, as I did, that they aren't driven by any thing that
has anything to do with economic development.  (There are some exceptions.  I
would include RIT and RPI as exceptions; but certainly not BU and Cornell.
These are all schools that I worked with in research relationships when I was
employed by IBM.)

Sep 13, 2011 9:11 AM

21 Our community college and 171 cedar Arts does not have the proper facilities for
the development  of a metals program like the studio in my gallery but neither
does my studio for any community interactive program. I have considered it
many times but once again you run into liabilities, lawyers,paper work and this
apprenticeship thing there has to be some sort of strings attached., Future
employment?There is one thing you have to remember when your teaching  one
a artistic skill and that is to be one.

Sep 12, 2011 11:35 PM

22 One word: TECHNOLOGY  There just isn't enough tech knowledge in the
region.  Regional online resources are a joke.

Sep 12, 2011 9:41 PM

23 I provided no multiple-choice answer to this question because I agree with some
parts of it and disagree with others.  If "synergistic" relationships between
businesses and schools lead to biased research, then in the long run we all lose
out. It is important to provide sufficient public funding for research to prevent
what amounts to bribery on the part of some corporations. That being said, I
think that closer ties between BU and the rest of the community would be
desirable. And as I noted in an earlier question, helping out local businesses is
great, but devoting a lot of resources (and tax credits) to huge businesses that
have no stake in the community is a bad idea.

Sep 12, 2011 2:43 PM

24 We need to create stronger town-gown connections, integrating BU and BCC
students in local initiatives that will keep them in our community, contributing
their energy and skills, to revitalize the economy and give our area a future.

Sep 11, 2011 10:18 PM

25 We need to find ways to keep young people in this community. Sep 11, 2011 6:35 PM

26 Rather strengthen Small Business/Economic Development partnerships. Most
BU students are not invested in the community the way small business residents
are. Promoting small businesses that evolve from universities -OK

Sep 8, 2011 8:24 PM

27 I agree except to the extent that business involvement with universities allows Sep 8, 2011 4:41 PM
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business to control the universities, which would be a very unhealthy
development.

28 Very upsetting to see educational cuts. Unbelievable that the ivy league of the
SUNY system, Geneseo, did away with the art program. The arts are vital to
creating an interesting and inviting world. Our cultural heritage is at stake. Re-
instate the program and don't think about cuts.

Sep 8, 2011 4:23 PM

29 That is the problem with this regional concept, you are dis-incentivizing
Universities in other regions from working together.  why shouldn't we foster
Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse, Albany, RIT, RPI, Cornell, Stony Brook, Clarkson,
etc from wanting to collaborate to make NY better than segregate them into
small districts which does not allow this.

Sep 8, 2011 3:45 PM

30 This is key to area's survival. Each and every city with a higher ed institution
should be thriving and working to retain a certain percentage of graduates each
year. The only way that's going to happen is with public/private/university
partnerships.

Sep 8, 2011 3:40 PM

31 Support the development of Eco-Industrial Parks. Sep 8, 2011 9:17 AM

32 BU has to be the focal point of development and the notion of collaborating with
local businesses as a means to expand the universities footprint is sound.

Sep 8, 2011 7:37 AM

33 This is the other solid pillar to build upon.  In concert with our agricultural/tourism
activities we can create an exciting, ever-sustaining, stimulating, robust and
flourishing model of what is possible with right vision and dedication to that
vision.

Sep 7, 2011 1:15 PM

34 Some more partnership could be beneficial--such as between EC and city of
Elmira.

Sep 7, 2011 9:32 AM

35 Unfortunately universities are on the private dole and their research and
recommendations do not necessarily create favorable synergies for the
community as a whole. There is a major jump from funded research to profitable
production and often a high failure rate for those that move forward.

Sep 6, 2011 7:37 PM

36 It also means creating community conversations around such development.  We
have more news about local softball than about exciting local ventures that
generate excitement and participation.

Sep 6, 2011 4:41 PM

37 Universities need to be mroe than incubators for business, they need to be
affordable and to teach critical thinking to the studnet body. More full-time tenure
track facutly are also needed who have the time and energy to promote th
elearnign abiltiies of their students, This means less reliance on adjuncts.

Sep 6, 2011 2:55 PM

38 Let business perform business. SUNY is experienced in Widgets not business.
Sorry its the way it is.

Sep 6, 2011 2:22 PM

39 Remember libraries in this mix. Sep 6, 2011 9:37 AM

40 Good idea, but nothing can substitute for good basic K-12 education --
apprenticeships should add, not detract.  Same with good basic undergraduate
university education and basic scientific research -- too much business emphasis

Sep 5, 2011 9:39 PM
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can hurt these important things.

41 Ha ha more of the same give me a break Sep 5, 2011 8:28 PM

42 We've already tried theses initiatives. If they were successful they would be
everywhere without govt subsidies and grants. Incubators have not had great
success in the past. University involvment in govt planning have yeilded poor
results at great cost to the tax payer.

Sep 5, 2011 1:04 PM

43 Strongly agree BUT not for the kinds of support Cornell currently gives gas
drilling. The Cornell Business Park incubator system seems excellent.

Sep 5, 2011 12:46 AM

44 Stop spending money Sep 4, 2011 4:47 PM

45 I think the partnerships need to be with existing businesses-- ie meet with
business leaders and identify key needs. New spin off enterprises need to be
evaluated, universities could be helpful in doing market research and cost
analysis.

Sep 4, 2011 11:53 AM

46 Training classes for natural gas careers. That should be top pritiority. Sep 3, 2011 8:25 PM

47 as long as the businesses pay their fair share... Sep 3, 2011 7:42 PM

48 Couldn't agree more strongly but don't forget the trades that support the homes,
factories, and offices of the high tech workers.  Don't forget the community
colleges!

Sep 3, 2011 2:25 PM

49 As long as "non-profits" like Cornell are taxed on their properties like other local
taxpayers and they are taxed on the income from their consulting contracts and
"institutes" in the same ways and to the extent that natural persons are taxed.
This should reduce the overall tax burden for all and improve the fairness of the
tax system..

Sep 3, 2011 10:41 AM

50 Stop brain-drain. Make our region attractive to live in and raise children by
creative collaboration with the community. Extend and develop productive
relationships that enhance our well-being in a sustainable, eco-friendly economy.

Sep 3, 2011 10:35 AM

51 I like the premise but if this hasn't been done yet there is probably a reason.  Its
a tired economic concept that seemingly only works in some places.  If it hasen't
developed organically yet it probably won't in the region.

Sep 2, 2011 2:51 PM

52 Both Cornell and Penn State Universities are doing extensive research into all
aspects of Marcellus Shale drilling and are actively educating the public by
publishing and in some cases presenting the information they have found.
Corning Community College has developed a curriculum for those seeking
employment in the natural gas industry.

Sep 2, 2011 2:05 PM

53 Strengthening must mean restructuring.  Other regions of the company are
rapidly minimizing our assets in this region

Sep 2, 2011 1:48 PM

54 in my experience in many universities across the US (Cornell, Univ of Houston,
Texas A&M, Univ of Vermont, Univ of California at Davis) and with a major
corporation (P&G) this effort at collaboration with business and universities is not
a new concept....what needs to happen is a new "way" of doing it--

Sep 2, 2011 12:09 PM
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apprenticeships/tech transfer/patent transfer/alumni networks/investment
strategies have been used with minimal longterm success...not sure how to
leverage this in a new way...but could be powerful...maybe social networking can
be the engine of change

55 Our universities are a termedous asset -- let's use them to our greatest
advantage

Sep 2, 2011 10:21 AM

56 I think that these activities will happen as business starts up.  I do NOT think that
simply spending money on these cooperative ventures will ATTRACT business.
It is the TAXES that keeps business away.

Sep 2, 2011 7:17 AM

57 I think Corning Community College and Elmira College have really made a
successful effort to address this issue, but it seems to be isolated efforts.  No
state or regional consistency to effort.

Sep 1, 2011 10:06 PM

58 Expecting companies like IBM to contribute in any meaningful, lasting, long-term
way (i.e. beyond the current quarter) is an absolute waste of time and energy.
This from a voluntary ex-IBMer.

Sep 1, 2011 7:53 PM

59 solar grant schools Sep 1, 2011 7:53 PM

60 Your question shows the continued desire of government to be involved and
somewhat in control of businesses. The new research/education facility at the
old NYSEG building in Vestal is a prime example of a long drawn out design ,
planning , and as yet uncompleted construction so common with any state
project. I would guess that the project has taken at least seven years from first
decisions to build. Private industry could not and would not tolerate that time
frame.

Sep 1, 2011 6:22 PM

61 Include libraries - the people's universities - as sources for on-site and online
training

Sep 1, 2011 6:07 PM

62 I would prefer to see some incentives offered to existing and long-standing
locally owned firms rather than always having PILOTs and other incentives
offered to new and often non-local firms.  It is appalling that Schlumberger has
received HUD and other state and local support while being a multi-national,
billlion dollar corporation and yet, a small family owned firm doing business in the
region is expected to just hunker down and work through recessions and other
difficult economic times without any governmental subsidies or incentives.  The
larger corporations will leave when it suits them and take their jobs away without
any regard for the local impact.  Meanwhile, these smaller locally owned firms
will continue to employ local residents for as long as they are able to make even
a marginal profit due to loyalty to both their employees and their community.

Sep 1, 2011 3:54 PM

63 Agree to most of the list but strongly disagree to developing business parks.  We
already have too many empty business parks and strip malls.

Sep 1, 2011 1:59 PM

64 INCREASE FUNDING TO LOCAL EDUCATORS FOR TRAINING IN THE
SCIENCE, GEOLOGY AND GAS DRILLING INDUSTRY.

Sep 1, 2011 1:31 PM

65 Again, focus on green job training Sep 1, 2011 11:36 AM

66 Great idea, but at who's cost? Sep 1, 2011 11:03 AM
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67 We are blessed with fine academic institutions and they have demonstrated their
ability to spawn all kinds of innovative businesses.

Sep 1, 2011 10:26 AM

68 Yes, this is good a long as there is complete transparency in these processes--
the public knows where there money is going when public money is used--and
the benefits are for the local, traditional industries and not high tech startups that
take money away from our local economies.

Sep 1, 2011 10:15 AM

69 So much potential here! Sep 1, 2011 9:17 AM

70 I wish there was a choice for 'Somewhat Agree'. Sep 1, 2011 8:26 AM

71 This needs to be done without the influence of large corporations who want to
control other businesses to suit their needs.  For example, the Monsanto
Company funds a lot of research at Cornell but only research that will benefit the
selling of their pesticides in the future.

Aug 31, 2011 3:04 PM

72 Public entities such as Binghamton University must be a greater part of the
community and its officials need to look upon the school as public, which it is,
and not private. It needs to forge a better relationship with Binghamton to help
boost downtown. This work goes beyond bars where students and drink and eat.
Downtown should be so attractive that more BU employees would want to live
the, eat at restaurants there, buy condos and townhouses, etc.

Aug 31, 2011 11:54 AM

73 I just graduated from Elmira College with a masters in management. It would be
interesting to network with the whole region of capable people from Binghamton,
Ithaca, Elmira colleges. Possible capstone projects that involve the community
and various colleges.

Aug 31, 2011 10:54 AM

74 A two-way partnership will not only boost the experiential learning of the students
but also provide businesses with young, energetic interns/employees who may
be able to provide new views or strategies that can help a business grow. It may
also keep young adults in the area who then may turn around and invest in the
Southern Tier.

Aug 31, 2011 10:30 AM

75 Train people for long-term high paying jobs that allow them the opportinuty to
impove economically. Develop educational-industrial Meccas

Aug 31, 2011 9:12 AM

76 It would be great to see our universities partner with local communities more. I
would like to see us capture many of the people coming from these colleges. I
would also like to hear more about incentives for our own New Yorkers to be
able to attend these schools.

Aug 31, 2011 6:40 AM

77 would strongly agree if Suny/local synergy included providing opportunities for
graduates to stay in area. Do not necessaily agree with business parks.  Think
we need to go back to concept of multi-use land and buildings.

Aug 30, 2011 10:23 PM

78 Higher education has become BIG business and really should take a leadership
role in getting America back to work.  Ithaca College is a good example by
educating students with a professional vocation.  Expand and develop.  Many
existing jobs are service industry jobs.  We need to work in that arena, thru
culture change and make sure jobs pay a living wage based on each community.

Aug 30, 2011 6:27 PM

79 See earlier comment on tech transfer Aug 30, 2011 4:12 PM
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80 Partnerships are the only way localities can succeed, since no entity can cary
the economy on its' own.

Aug 30, 2011 4:04 PM

81 We graduated from a business incubator tied to a University and the benefits
were less than expected and we were one of the few that graduated and stayed
in NYS!

Aug 30, 2011 3:30 PM

82 University investment in economic development should be focused on cities, and
geared toward creating fertile ground for their graduates to start businesses and
apply their research. Universities also need to view the downtowns near them as
carrots to attract the best students and faculty possible. Isolated business and
tech parks are a 20th century mistake. The 21st century entrepreneur wants to
live urban and have housing, amenities, entertainment AND his/her business at
their fingertips.

Aug 30, 2011 2:18 PM

83 We already have technology transfer, incubators, etc. even in our small towns.
What else can we do, so that these become more successful?  It's time to take
the next step rather than repeat what has already been done.

Aug 30, 2011 1:25 PM

84 This will help in developing industries such as IBM.  However, remember that
even a international corporation such as IBM was only temporary to the
Southern Tier.  It is even more important to keep them here.

Aug 30, 2011 12:53 PM

85 It is a good resource for this community to tap into. Aug 30, 2011 10:07 AM

86 It can't bedriven soley by university relations Aug 29, 2011 10:14 PM

87 As long as the State continues to promote the University this will work.  We used
to enjoy a huge military/technical base, but the funds dried up and so did the
industry.   Don't put all your eggs in one basket - we've seen what happens when
the basket breaks.

Aug 29, 2011 9:40 PM

88 See above. Natural gas. Our colleges should be developing programs to train
workers. This is an area that is going to be here for decades!

Aug 29, 2011 9:03 PM

89 sounds good, but does this really matter? all depends on what business type you
are going for. A strong natural gas business is availble now, just allow it to grow.

Aug 29, 2011 7:28 PM

90 especially when it comes to retaining the smartest graduates - regardless of
what passport they hold.  National immigration rules that treat a PhD in
Engineering the same way they treat an uneducated day laborer is harmful to
business growth.

Aug 29, 2011 4:49 PM

91 find other sources of revenue for education than leasing state lands including
universities from drilling

Aug 29, 2011 12:27 PM

92 This seems the way things are going anyway - Aug 29, 2011 8:28 AM

93 BU gets enough support, reduce and spread out to other agencies and
organizations that can help improve econom,ic conditions

Aug 29, 2011 8:18 AM

94 This needs to be done with a much greater appreciation for folks outside of the
academic/big business elites.  Those partnerships do little to engage the people
left behind in the global economy and public education system.  Our pubic

Aug 29, 2011 12:55 AM
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university faculty often seem to be captivated by the allure of "big money" just
like the cowboys in the financial industry.  The academic sector has a moral
responsibility to design economic and technological systems that protect all
citizens, not just the interests of a small elite.  This means that our public
universities must return to their roots of helping small businesses that fill critical
niches in our regional economy.  As transport prices increase, we need to design
a regional economy that can meet all of our essential needs.  The universities
should be focused on regional food and energy security first.

95 Strengthen and develop the Community College/High School synergies. Aug 28, 2011 10:10 PM

96 AND... why not tuition breaks for state residents. Aug 28, 2011 9:51 PM

97 Yes, I strongly agree. Again, promoting localization and alternative energies
should be foremost in these university/economic development partnerships.

Aug 28, 2011 9:34 PM

98 How about social partnerships too? Mentoring for kids, intergenerational
projects?  You need to go beyond the economy to change public perception of
students and open up trust and relationships with the county.

Aug 28, 2011 9:00 PM

99 We do not need more Goverment Interference, they cannot even run the "postal
system" without taxpayers bailing them out. WE NEED JOBS.

Aug 28, 2011 5:07 PM

100 However, a waste of time when you have:  See Obstacles #2 & #3  previously. Aug 28, 2011 4:06 PM

101 TAKE IT FROM TALKING ABOUT IT TO DOING IT Aug 28, 2011 12:12 PM

102 Look at what's being done in the Capital district with SUNY Albany, RPI, GE, etc.
We don't have as many educational institutions or large technical companies as
we had, but we can still do better.

Aug 28, 2011 12:06 PM

103 A key element is faculty participation (i.e., investment of time and money) in
start-ups.

Aug 28, 2011 10:15 AM

104 This provides the brains to really make this the Empire State Aug 27, 2011 10:26 PM

105 Haven't seen a great benefit. Individuals and companies can build these
relationships themselves (and have very successfully) without a single tax dollar
spent on them.

Aug 27, 2011 8:53 PM

106 I think the University could do a whole lot more for this area. They have a lot of
talented people. Maybe we could retain more of their students.

Aug 27, 2011 5:04 PM

107 Universities in the region are one of our greatest assets. Aug 27, 2011 5:02 PM

108 I don't think that public universities should get too cozy with business.  The
danger is that they lose site of their true purpose -- to prepare citizens with the
skills to maintain a fair, robust, and democratic society. Universities should not
be just extensions of the business community.

Aug 27, 2011 3:16 PM

109 Cost of doing business is too high without incentives.  When the incentives fade
so does the business

Aug 27, 2011 1:15 PM

110 These programs should not be government centered, but truly synergistic Aug 27, 2011 8:38 AM
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interactions between thought leaders in the respective fields.  Reduce the
influence of mandates and the waste of government involvement.

111 This is an area that I hope would keep some of our valuable assets here in the
southern tier instead of losing them to other areas of the country.....

Aug 27, 2011 8:27 AM

112 Yes, but keep it local.  Small businesses. Aug 27, 2011 8:01 AM

113 need welding and machinist apprenticeships Aug 27, 2011 7:57 AM

114 I think we need to be careful about SUNY becoming too corporate but it has a
huge stake in and can play a large role in economic development in the region
(and not just Watson, all schools).

Aug 27, 2011 7:12 AM

115 MEDIA CENTERS SHOULD BE REQUIRED TO PROVIDE PUBLIC INTEREST
PIECES IN RETURN FOR STATE FUNDING. PARTNERSHIP WITH PRIVATE
SECTOR???

Aug 26, 2011 10:21 PM

116 keep businesses out of the schools.  all they offer is unpaid "internships". Aug 26, 2011 10:01 PM

117 we have kids in higher studies  who don"t belong there  those that do have no
jobs the work is farmed out to other third world conutries

Aug 26, 2011 9:57 PM

118 Once again where are the graduates from local universities going? We have
Oneonta, Delhi, Binghamton, and Cortland just to name a few.

Aug 26, 2011 9:51 PM

119 I am wary of industry guiding what is taught in universities. Aug 26, 2011 8:59 PM

120 Colleges and Universities are doing to much remedial education.  They are
operating as businesses more than they are educational paragons.

Aug 26, 2011 8:19 PM

121 the education system does need to change.  The kids are not being trained for
the current demands of the job market.

Aug 26, 2011 5:00 PM

122 SUNY has already agreed to allow a frack well on one of the SUNY properties,
putting students and employees health AT RISK

Aug 26, 2011 4:59 PM

123 While the actual wealth generation capacity of these firms are still relatively
small, the local creativity, production and pride related to this emerging High tech
sector is very important to the region.  Hopefully over time we will see a full scale
renaissance emerging along with this tech transfer.

Aug 26, 2011 4:15 PM

124 Afforbable workforce housing in proximity to employment centers should be seen
as an integral part of this strategy.

Aug 26, 2011 4:01 PM

125 SUNY Binghamton has a great reputation unless they follow Penn State by
accepting grants from the gas/fracking companies.

Aug 26, 2011 3:55 PM

126 There also needs to be more close alliances between what is going on at the
universities and in local workforces. It does not do local communities any good if
a great spin off happens at a university if local people can't get jobs there.

Aug 26, 2011 3:42 PM

127 I have worked with Cornell University's Extension program and it is a model of
how universities can serve and foster small businesses in the state.

Aug 26, 2011 2:54 PM
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128 Not sure if the college should be involved in all of that. Aug 26, 2011 2:36 PM

129 Wow. Still a wide mix of uses. I agree that some offer great opportunities and
some not as much. The survey form does not allow for any distinction. I don't
see how any strategic effort can be successful if it proposes to treat all of these
opportunities equally in some way.

Aug 26, 2011 2:00 PM

130 Too much already. Aug 26, 2011 1:32 PM

131 Our university system is critical to maintaining an educated workforce and
people smart enough to solve the issues created by the last 100 years of excess
corporate greed.

Aug 26, 2011 1:12 PM

132 Finalize the SGEIS and start allowing hydrofracking / drilling. into the Utica and
Marcellus.

Aug 26, 2011 11:48 AM

133 There's potential here.  The danger is in warping the purpose of education,
which needs to include the pursuit of knowledge without immediate commercial
application, and even knowledge that might be inimicable to short-term
commercial interests.

Aug 26, 2011 11:29 AM

134 We are spending too much here already.  Why aren't these services self
supporting or at least helping to offset their costs?

Aug 26, 2011 11:12 AM

135 Universities have ...by far ... the most left-wing thought processes, mostly to
destroy the private sector, by ADDING more unwanted and absolutely unneeded
public sector agencies, which in fact help them "spread the wealth" to
themselves...not to create jobs in the private sector!

Aug 26, 2011 10:41 AM

136 There needs to be a better job of strengthening university and community
partnerships and relationships. This ties back to the "brain drain" issue. Also,
universities should think more creatively about how their research can work with
not just high-technology businesses but low-tech, more social science areas.

Aug 26, 2011 10:25 AM

137 Implement training programs for DEC inspectors and for natural gas workers. Aug 26, 2011 10:11 AM

138 This is already happening. The concern is that we're putting more tax dollars into
the colleges while they continue to raise tuition costs to a point where they're
unaffordable for most people.

Aug 26, 2011 10:09 AM

139 It depends on the nature of these partnerships -- partnerships with extractive
industries, for example, risk accelerating the exploitation and economic decline
of the area.

Aug 26, 2011 10:06 AM

140 Aren't some of these things been done already? Aug 26, 2011 9:53 AM

141 Just did .... The  Hidden Inn .... we are working on supplying hospitality students
from nearby SUNY Delhi with work experience and re chance to stay in
Delaware Co.

Aug 26, 2011 9:49 AM

142 It depends. Universities can be corrupted by ecnomic bribes. Aug 26, 2011 9:30 AM

143 It creates a nice new area for students but starves out the little guy and turns the
exsisting into more slums.

Aug 26, 2011 8:49 AM
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144 Business incentives should be SHORT TERM and focused on small / start-up
businesses.  Large multi-national corporations should get limited incentives.
RETAIL - especially mega chains - should NOT receive huge incentives, tax
breaks etc to put smaller shops out of business. Incentives should be banned for
professional sports - they shoulod stand on their own w/o tax payer assistance -
unless it has been voted on via referendum of all being taxed.

Aug 26, 2011 8:16 AM

145 Much needed for workforce development. Aug 26, 2011 7:43 AM

146 I think our SUNY Binghamton could be very beneficial to making regional
economic development much better than it is.

Aug 26, 2011 7:17 AM

147 New business is never going to come from a government funded university
project. You will get people from universities to start business. It's not the same
thing.

Aug 26, 2011 7:13 AM

148 This should not just be focused on the SUNY system.  There other colleges in
the region which should be included such as Elmira College.

Aug 25, 2011 9:43 PM

149 The universitys are important in research and developement and incubating
ideas for new industry. That being said industry may be born of ideas but
because of the highest taxes in the country.... they wont stay here.

Aug 25, 2011 9:43 PM

150 This concept will help however one must ask what has the return on investment
been in the past 10 years. Many of our local "smart kids" have moved out of
state looking for sun,social and economic opportunities. Reinventing our region
at this time and in the economic enviorment will be very challenging at best.

Aug 25, 2011 9:37 PM

151 You don't need to artifically develop technology type jobs, Binghamton is
banging out more techs than the world can support, more blue collar jobs are
needed. I can see more of BU every year.

Aug 25, 2011 9:19 PM

152 High tech stuff is a plus for the area especially if partnered with a local business. Aug 25, 2011 6:11 PM

153 But universities are not first and foremost engines of economic development; the
mission is, and must be, educating the workforce, not creating the jobs.

Aug 25, 2011 5:29 PM

154 I would add retaining university trained young people in the area to the list. Aug 25, 2011 5:19 PM

155 no we are over regulated..this is like 10 different parts down the road..one thing
at a time!!..taxes and over regulated MUST STOP FIRST.. make this place
better for business to start and grow and easlier to make money...FIRST

Aug 25, 2011 4:32 PM

156 CU in particular needs to step it up and understand the importance of good town
gown relations in promoting their school to the students and faculty they are
trying to attract. They need to back this up with monetary resources and a
commitment to do business in the community in which they thrive. (not just give
lip service to this)

Aug 25, 2011 3:00 PM

157 No idea if all of the above will help, but there's already a proven industry that will:
Developing our own natural resources like natural gas.

Aug 25, 2011 2:39 PM

158 Definitely.  Working with Universities is one of our best shots at development. Aug 25, 2011 1:51 PM
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159 in a free market economy if it makes sense business people with the knowledge
will pursue it.  I think certain things can help but I feel to much money is often
spent trying to make something happen which if it makes business sense will
happen without all the money being spent to promote and help make it happen.

Aug 25, 2011 12:48 PM

160 How many communities do we have where there is a beautiful campus and only
a few blocks away, there are people living in poverty? How can we connect
these assets in our communities to the places where they exist? There are many
opportunities at colleges and universities to provide students with internships,
professors with research, and locals with jobs and education.

Aug 25, 2011 11:59 AM

161 This is working where it is available. Make it more available and expand it.
However, DO NOT allow these wonderful relationships become political! ie;
organic farming is better!

Aug 25, 2011 10:09 AM

162 Apprenticeships are particularly important, for the many students who cannot
afford to attend college.

Aug 25, 2011 9:18 AM

163 This is not the traditional role of a university and they lack the leadership to
recognize the disconnects between economic growth and educational
entitlement

Aug 25, 2011 9:09 AM

164 Utilize what You have already  Dont spend any more money     Hello Aug 25, 2011 8:09 AM

165 not green businesses Aug 25, 2011 7:19 AM

166 Such input will show that high volume, slick water hydrofracking does not work
for New York State..

Aug 24, 2011 11:00 PM

167 Yes, strengthen universities presence in Southern Tier. Aug 24, 2011 10:35 PM

168 Technology isn't always the answer and neither are the univerisities. Here you
talk about planners and economists who many times have never been involved
in the private sector.

Aug 24, 2011 9:53 PM

169 Work on New Sustainable Technologies in partnership with Universities and
Business Ventures.

Aug 24, 2011 6:40 PM

170 Yes. But remember Universities are preparing students for careers that are likely
not local. Community Colleges and training schools might be better choices for
local impact. If this approach is taken, we must revive the HUD COPC model
and create collaborations that provide value to the community and the academic
institution.

Aug 24, 2011 4:24 PM

171 This will only help if there is a committed budget line that can be depended upon.
Consistancy in funding is critical as economic development cannot be turned on
and off at will. .

Aug 24, 2011 3:51 PM

172 agree with the above Aug 24, 2011 3:32 PM

173 Universities and entrepeneurs are well equiped to focus on this themselves. Aug 24, 2011 3:17 PM

174 If the college's and university's paid their fair share of taxes, everyone else would
have more money their pockets - including business and industry.

Aug 24, 2011 2:56 PM
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175 The burden of funding "industry" should not be shouldered by our universities
and, ultimately, their taxpayers, beyond the traditional roles of certifying
professionals like nurses and teachers. Our education standards are already
pathetic, and we cannot afford the further distention of curricula and research.

Aug 24, 2011 1:25 PM

176 NY is blessed to have so many universities and colleges that provide this
opportunity and it needs to be examined for every possibility.  However, there
needs to be some equity for paying of taxes in counties where the largest land
owner is a university and everyone else has to cover that void!

Aug 24, 2011 1:18 PM

177 Agree only if not increasing taxes. Aug 24, 2011 1:09 PM

178 This will be our only hope.  We are developing a comprehensive county wide
energy plan.  The idea si to capitalize on our renewable resources, such as our
vast timber resource and grass hayland to create fuel for use locally in the NYC
watershed.  The idea is to create green jobs and local self sufficiency with regard
to energy.

Aug 24, 2011 12:14 PM

179 BU typically is not very cooperative with the community.  Compared to other
areas with universities, they are not as active.  BU typically is not very involved
with the local governments.  An effort should be made to attract and retain local
young people, who attend colleges out of town.  College students tyouically do
not stay in the towns where they attend college, once they graduate.  Young
people who grew up in the area would like to come back, but cannot find
employmnet.  They are the ones we need to attract.  They have a vested interest
in the area, and typically have family in the area.

Aug 24, 2011 11:57 AM

180 I did not choose an answer above--see comment.  These issues should be a
strong part of the comprehensive plan.  Again, they should be used as resources
and provide input, but not control the sway of the residents input.  The plan will
dictate which of these should be included in the final decisions of the direction of
the region

Aug 24, 2011 11:26 AM

181 All good as long as it results in a larger population of the state receiving a
reasonably priced higher, broader education.  As before, promotion of small
businesses using the people's tax dollars should be in the form of low interest
loans not investments that depend on the promised future, increased tax roles.

Aug 24, 2011 11:15 AM

182 Ditto previous comments. Aug 24, 2011 10:51 AM

183 Higher education is one of our strongest assets. To effectively leverage these,
we will need to establish communication and coordination mechanisms which
frame and guide efforts in a collaborative way which serves not only the needs
and interests of individual businesses and corporations, but the long term health
of communities.

Aug 24, 2011 10:41 AM

184 I think that the planning options that are afforded to businesses through
university students(research, internships, reports, surveys) should be promoted
better.  It is helpful for the students to grasp how commerce, education and
economic development work together to create a healthy environment for
business and citizens.

Aug 24, 2011 10:40 AM

185 Next to our natural physical gifts the Universities in our State are our edge in
opportunities.

Aug 24, 2011 10:39 AM
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186 One must remember that academia thens to be out of touch with reality! Aug 24, 2011 10:29 AM

187 still on the right path. Aug 24, 2011 10:04 AM

188 SUNY is a wonderful system that has terrific opportunity if managed and funded
properly.

Aug 24, 2011 9:57 AM

189 I believe that stronger partnerships between business and education can benefit
both communities.

Aug 24, 2011 7:35 AM

190 Sure, just as long as academia consents to consult and mentor, not dictate. Aug 24, 2011 12:47 AM

191 Definitely strengthen higher education in New York through adequate funding.
I don't see the benefits of spending public resources linking business to
education other than in situations where business and university see the benefit.
No public money or resources should be spent in any alliance between business
and for private, profit making higher education programs.

Aug 23, 2011 9:23 PM

192 I think these partnerships are already strong and I believe there needs to be
firewalls between public education systems and for profit business interests.

Aug 23, 2011 7:24 PM

193 we need to measure 'economic development' differently.  now we do not
consider entepreneurs nor women's work nor any ligitimate work that doesn't
bring in money.  i suppose half the working populace may be considered to not
contribute toward economic development.

Aug 23, 2011 6:20 PM

194 Like I said in the previous comment, this only works if the tech transfer office at
Cornell offers agreements that are the same or better than other state's
universities. If these agreements are unfairly hard on small businesses, then
those businesses will take their start up idea, their creativity, their research
opportunities and their money to another state.

Aug 23, 2011 5:10 PM

195 Strong partnerships with Universities, especially where we can connect with top
students, hopefully will help to develop opportunities for these individuals to be
excited about what could happen if they stayed in this area.

Aug 23, 2011 4:26 PM

196 We should at least have more industry or university research centers that
employ large numbers of people to get the ball rolling.

Aug 23, 2011 4:15 PM

197 This is what I referred to on the first page of the survey.  The creative and
information economy is a clean, green, sustainable industry that would benefit
from university partnerships.

Aug 23, 2011 3:51 PM

198 Higher learning institutions a key part of future development. Aug 23, 2011 2:47 PM

199 We are blessed with abundant and excellent education centers and should utilize
their strengths

Aug 23, 2011 2:30 PM

200 Could agee to some but not to all as lumped like this. All your lumping makes it
hard to agree or disagree.

Aug 23, 2011 2:17 PM

201 We should encourage new grads. to stay in NY!  Again the SUNY system is a
huge asset in this state!  It consistently ranks among the best state systems in
the country!  We should not lets those costs go up any more either!  Make them

Aug 23, 2011 2:13 PM
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more appealing to local students by offering more scholarships available to
them!

202 Relationship possibilities could be made much clearer to local business and not-
for-profit groups.

Aug 23, 2011 1:50 PM

203 Universities should require work/study programs for students to graduate;
businesses and governments that participate should be incentivized (rewarded)
for hiring university graduates who have successfully completed that educational
requirement.

Aug 23, 2011 1:20 PM

204 We definitely need to take advantage and utilize their  networking  opportunities
etc. and be a part of the group that is focusing on how to have  the graduating
student live and work in our area.

Aug 23, 2011 1:11 PM

205 But with taxes the way they are in NYS,  businesses do not want to start-up here
or stay here.  There is not enough incentive to overcome the tax burden.

Aug 23, 2011 1:04 PM

206 Should not limit university partnerships to the "hard sciences"! Aug 23, 2011 12:48 PM

207 High potential for positive impact, but success will be contingent on solving the
previously-covered economic and regulatory barriers.

Aug 23, 2011 12:38 PM

208 Too many of our universities have made the change to operating as businesses.
If they prefer to operate as businesses instead of institutions of higher education,
then I feel as though they should naturally come to these partnerships, with or
without state funds.

Aug 23, 2011 12:12 PM

209 Take advantage of the presence of BU and Cornell and lower cost of living and
space here for startups

Aug 23, 2011 12:06 PM

210 Not only is the University a great source of manpower, integrating students into
the framework of our local workforce will give students a stake in their
community and encourage them to stay on as they officially join the workforce.

Aug 23, 2011 12:06 PM

211 This is important but also may need some attitude adjustments. In my
experience, university people are in their own world and sometimes are not
adept at engaging with community. And probably, vice versa-- my impression is
that community are suspicious or fearful of university types.

Aug 23, 2011 11:56 AM

212 Binghamton University is one of our region's strongest economic assets in terms
of knowledge base and disposable income that out-of-town students bring here.

Aug 23, 2011 11:53 AM

213 See above Aug 23, 2011 11:43 AM

214 Entrepreneurship programs through the university is the key to establishing ties
with local universities.

Aug 23, 2011 11:34 AM

215 i agree that the benfit of the universities should be tapped but giving benefit to
limited private companies with public dollars is not what government is about,
stop corporate welfare

Aug 23, 2011 11:31 AM

216 YES YES YES YES YES Aug 23, 2011 11:19 AM
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217 Agree, but will be tough to make happen until Albany is fixed. Aug 23, 2011 11:19 AM

218 Again, this is too general. It's great to have cordial relationships between
businesses and institutions of higher learning. Unfortunately, this often develops
into situations where funding is given by industries with their own agendas for
research and development. Penn State, being heavily funded by the oil and gas
industry, has compromised its integrity and its ability to do truly objective
research.

Aug 23, 2011 11:19 AM

219 If the SUNY system puts their money where their mouth is Aug 23, 2011 11:15 AM

220 Yes! Use the universities to help new businesses grow! Aug 23, 2011 11:07 AM

221 Getting entrepreneurial development from the education ideas, etc. to stay here
in the area would be very beneficial.

Aug 23, 2011 11:05 AM

222 Need much more practical experience driving business in this area. Ideally,
talented business people should be brought in from larger businesses and
corporations to give seminars and share experiences. Academics telling us how
things should be isn't the least bit effective.

Aug 23, 2011 10:48 AM

223 In the past the universities have not been sensative to the local community. I
think it would be a mistake to partner with the universities for local economic
growth. They can higher and pay a living wage, offer benifits but they should not
have any power or control or opinion over regional planning.

Aug 23, 2011 10:32 AM

224 nothing beats intergenerational co-operation Aug 23, 2011 9:56 AM

225 A lot is covered in this question. Some I tend to agree with some I disagree with.
I am not a strong proponent of letting business interests infiltrate the university. I
understand the cost of running universities makes a "partnership" with industry
seem attractive, however, once that involvement becomes established, it
jeopardizes educational /academic freedom

Aug 23, 2011 9:42 AM

226 You need to tie the whole public school system, SUNY & business world. All kids
have to see a path for their lives. Or you lose them.

Aug 23, 2011 8:43 AM

227 This could be a good thing if it supports local businesses and communities. Too
often these programs have put our universities in the pocket of big industry. Our
SUNY system especially needs to support NYS people, communities and
business.

Aug 23, 2011 8:03 AM

228 the university system is narcisstic now. Aug 23, 2011 7:54 AM

229 Too wide of a range of items to agree. Aug 23, 2011 6:24 AM

230 Partnerships between universities and businesses are criminal, and interfere
with freedom of thought. They should be banned. None of these things are good
for local residents--the university is becoming harder and harder to distinguish
from a mega-corporation.

Aug 23, 2011 1:07 AM

231 Just don't let the Universities soak up all of the funds. Aug 22, 2011 11:00 PM

232 Universities need to be prodded into more partnerships with local communities. Aug 22, 2011 9:53 PM
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233 Perhaps the University should consider voluntary specialized development paths
for those students who come from our community. So that they will be better
equiped for the needs of the community and the business climate here.
Personaly I don't feel that the University should be directly involved with the
economic development, but passive involvement could only help. They should
however be frontrunners in bestowing any innovations in energy solutions

Aug 22, 2011 9:08 PM

234 Again, this has not worked well for Cornell.  But it should. Cornell should be
recruiting for an international undergrad population of about 25%, without
reducing the existing mix.

Aug 22, 2011 9:01 PM

235 Universities need to remain free from ties to private corporations.  I am
increasingly concerned about the emergence of so-called private-public mergers.

Aug 22, 2011 8:45 PM

236 This has already been done again and again. Aug 22, 2011 8:26 PM

237 Yes, but not ivory-tower projects that are not practical. Aug 22, 2011 8:14 PM

238 Do what universities are suppose to do. Educate and listen to what is needed by
society, not thinking they are a superior to society.

Aug 22, 2011 7:47 PM

239 it depends on the businesses.   business parks are an eyesore and they displace
or destroy natural areas.  the research which ought to be developed are in
renewable technologies.  NOT in hydrofracking.

Aug 22, 2011 7:42 PM

240 But this should be accessible to simple people with simple ideas like a cafe or
clothing shop or small fitness center and not always focus on technology and
biotechnology.

Aug 22, 2011 6:59 PM

241 Technology transfer and all that the term entails can and should be a key to a
better regional future. But it's hardly a slam-dunk given. As far as I'm concerned,
this is where the real community and regional leadership must emerge.

Aug 22, 2011 6:50 PM

242 universities can be key drivers of local economic development--- but what is their
incentive to do so in an era of fiscal austerity where they are cutting and see
community as beyond their core mission

Aug 22, 2011 6:26 PM

243 Universities have a strong and lasting presence in the region and themselves
generate a great deal of investment and innovation.

Aug 22, 2011 5:31 PM

244 Cornell School of Agriculture is far too symbiotic with large scale non-local
agribusiness and the Cornell small farms program and organic farming programs
are shamefully underfunded and ineffective - just a token or a gesture with no
real clout or budget.  This doesn't serve the local economy at all.  Cornell
Cooperative extension, which does serve local farms, is underfunded and no
longer even does soil analysis anymore!!! It's a scandal!

Aug 22, 2011 5:31 PM

245 See Cornell Business and Technology Park (Langmuire Lab). Aug 22, 2011 4:23 PM

246 This is generally a good idea, but we need to be careful not to be too
indiscriminate about the nature of the businesses created through these
partnerships, e.g. heavy polluting industries should be discouraged; information
technologies should be supported.

Aug 22, 2011 4:10 PM
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247 No Fracking Aug 22, 2011 3:33 PM

248 Like job training/retraining, this is inherently a good idea. Aug 22, 2011 3:19 PM

249 A big problem will exist if general education is decreased to increase business
education.  Good workers need a general education.

Aug 22, 2011 3:02 PM

250 Cornell has some infrastructure that does so but at a very small scale. Aug 22, 2011 2:54 PM

251 I think this will have limited impact and then only in upstate cities. None of this
will help to develop the local economies of our rural villages.

Aug 22, 2011 2:53 PM

252 Hmmm.  Promoting Small Businesses That Evolve From Universities.  Nice idea
but we know tht is doesn't work because the cost of running a business here is
very high due to taxes and utility costs.  There is no way to get from the airport to
the bus station except for calling a taxi.  No bus.  Why is there no connection
between the airport and the bus station??  And once you get to the bus station -
are you aware there is no way to call a cab from that new million-dollar bus
station - there are no public phones there. There is no fast food within reach of
the bus station.  Why is this?  Because the cost of doing business here is too
high.  It's not because we don't have enough business parks.  It is because taxes
are too high.  I sense this bullet is another misleading topic.  SUNY investment in
regional planning and economic development, it is already there, they are invited
to participate in everything, are they not?

Aug 22, 2011 2:49 PM

253 Universities are important to our future. If we get new businesses started they
will not stay in a state which is over taxed and over regulated.

Aug 22, 2011 2:44 PM

254 As long as we recognize that SUNY Binghamton is not the only school in the
region

Aug 22, 2011 2:25 PM

255 As long as private sector interests do not start to infringe on academic freedom -
e.g. public research agendas being directed and controlled by private
commercial interests as opposed to the public interest.

Aug 22, 2011 2:23 PM

256 Create micro-loans to individuals with an idea who can use it for capital to build a
small business.

Aug 22, 2011 1:28 PM

257 I believe start up ventures in association with local universities are an ideal
approach for the Southern Tier but that housing and transportation continue to
be issues.

Aug 22, 2011 1:16 PM

258 This can be a slippery slope. Universities must be able to function independently
and there can be problems arising from conflicts of interest. For example, the
gas industry has already compromised several universities' reputations, so it is
hard to know if there can be a way to monitor for similar abuses of these kinds of
working relationships.

Aug 22, 2011 1:14 PM

259 And more investment in SUNY! Aug 22, 2011 12:45 PM

260 We have done this stuff for 40 years. In Fact 40 years ago this area was called
the Greater Binghamton Area. A few years ago we paid a consultant $50,000 to
come up with a name, which was the Greater Binghamton Area. Hey that sounds
like every other area out there??? They must of had the same consulting firm.

Aug 22, 2011 12:33 PM
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We have science all around us yet we don't  believe what they say if we don't
like it. Example many governmental agencies say that this or that is changing
because of global weather change yet we don't believe it. Why get an education
if nobody listens? What we need to do is become to leader in green
technologies, we have to educated people, the work force, and the space.  Many
times educational partnerships are about money and do little. If they really did
what they are supposed to do we would have a micro brewery here, cattle
grazing, rail trails, eco businesses and a high quality of life. Not, we have more
student housing where ther should be parking.

261 I think this is extremely important with the number of universities (and colleges)
in the Southern Tier and could be beneficial in assisting with the "brain drain."

Aug 22, 2011 12:27 PM

262 I'm not sure what this means. I do think that the region needs to effectively work
with Universities to promote growth.

Aug 22, 2011 11:56 AM

263 Not another taxpayer money wasting entity like IDA, please.  More backward
thinking in this question.  No to business parks, maybe yes to some of the other
suggestions.

Aug 22, 2011 11:54 AM

264 I agree, but universities should not turn into cheerleaders for industry because
they have a role in generating and sponsoring the kinds of objective research
needed to protect public health and safety.

Aug 22, 2011 11:51 AM

265 A lot of money has already been spent on this, so, it is not necessary to focus on
this at this time.  The new regional borders do complicate this some, as Cornell
has one incubator facility in this region (Ithaca) and another up in Geneva, in a
different region.

Aug 22, 2011 11:24 AM

266 I agree, as long as this activity remains within the context of education. Use of
public funding to support purely business activities--that is, profit-- is wasteful

Aug 22, 2011 11:19 AM

267 The more you strengthen university and economic development partnerships,
the more you foster business development in the local region. Use Stanford U.
and Silicon Valley as a model!  The venture capitalists are right next door to
Stanford on Sand Hill Road. The relationship between investors, the university
and local businesses is strong.  We can have that here with all the colleges and
universities, but we also must cherish and expand our natural beauty and
recreational opportunities to keep people here to start businesses and families
once they graduate!

Aug 22, 2011 11:10 AM

268 Our universities are filled with talent.  Also we can use our community colleges
as a source of retraining workers.  And don't forget that this is an attractive place
for people to retire.  Many who live here while retired are highly educated and
want to use their skills.  So make good use of them (many would gladly volunteer
their time to help develop a vibrant economy and retrain workers).

Aug 22, 2011 11:08 AM

269 think Corning Inc. Aug 22, 2011 11:05 AM

270 We are starting with a base of strong private and state universities; we should be
utilizing their expertise and co-operation to solve regional problems and to find
creative solutions to future sustainability.

Aug 22, 2011 11:01 AM

271 The August 1 announcement by SUNY Binghamton regarding their focus on Aug 22, 2011 10:55 AM
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health and bio-technology, and a downtown facility for coordinated economic
development is great addition to their current programs and capabilities.  I am
sure Cornell has much to add as well

272 We need to stop burdening our kids with monumental education debts. Aug 22, 2011 10:49 AM

273 This will bring, young, smart creative people to our area......they potentially could
settle here if the envirionment was attractive

Aug 22, 2011 10:40 AM

274 NO BUSINESS PARKS  A relationship with the universities gives them too much
power over local interests. In the past they have showed themselves to be
insensitive to the local population.

Aug 22, 2011 10:40 AM

275 Again, to many competing initatives Aug 22, 2011 10:39 AM

276 As being a new college parent, I am appalled at the way the SUNY system is
running and the costs that yeild very little result. The ROI is negligable to the
upstate NY area.

Aug 22, 2011 10:37 AM

277 There must be controlled development with SUNY oversight.  Let's not be stupid
in what we choose to happen in this rural upstate paradise.

Aug 22, 2011 10:33 AM

278 It is important to take inventory of the existing buildings that are available out
there, warehouses, commercial retail and office space.  With the use of
broadband, business do not have to be in a city to do business.

Aug 22, 2011 10:09 AM

279 We hear in the northern Catskills have had no success with working with SUNY
Delhi,  Oneonta, Cobleskill despite numerous attempts.

Aug 22, 2011 10:01 AM

280 SUNY has to be seen as an attractive business facilitator, not another
breaucratic layer that hinders development.

Aug 22, 2011 9:47 AM

281 Binghamton University is a tremendous resource for our community and the
region. BU needs to be a part of our ED future. At the same time, BU has a
somewhat "elitist" attitude that must be tempered when partnering with the
community.

Aug 22, 2011 9:45 AM

282 I agree with the caveat that universities must not just focus on this - they must do
basic research and basic education.

Aug 22, 2011 9:42 AM

283 The effort has never really succeeded and not sure how much emphasis I would
put on it.

Aug 22, 2011 9:24 AM

284 Ties between the University and the town would enhance quality of life and
economics here.

Aug 22, 2011 8:40 AM

285 Too many old guard dominated pork-barrell kingdoms that are frozen in time.
Let the university and students take the lead.

Aug 22, 2011 8:36 AM

286 Land grant universities should remember that their purpose is to provide
information and not to make money.

Aug 22, 2011 7:28 AM

287 No heavy industry. Aug 22, 2011 6:48 AM
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288 apprenticeships? Aug 22, 2011 1:16 AM

289 As long as ALL the institutions are included and not just the University Centers. Aug 22, 2011 12:44 AM

290 Wondering where the money will come for all of these plans.  Please do not rely
on the fracking industry as it will be short term.

Aug 22, 2011 12:07 AM

291 We have the assets, and this should definitely be a part of the plan, but it is not
"unique" to this area.

Aug 21, 2011 11:54 PM

292 it depends on what businesses and which curriculums. We do NOT want studies
based on extraction colony businesses; we DO want studies based on
technological advances to build green energy jobs and businesses. Also
improvements in healthcare and related curriculums would be a massive beneft
to the upstate economy and health of its citizens, healthcare training to compete
with NYC-based training hospitals.

Aug 21, 2011 11:02 PM

293 I thought SUNY was doing this. Aug 21, 2011 11:02 PM

294 Again, Chenango County will most likely be left out.  We lack a major highway
through our population centers and we only have a small university presence.

Aug 21, 2011 10:20 PM

295 Again too much in one question.  Where did you get your degree since this
seams unethical.

Aug 21, 2011 10:09 PM

296 But not at the expense of having regional focus(es). Aug 21, 2011 10:08 PM

297 Schools run the town in Ithaca--let's build off of that! Aug 21, 2011 10:06 PM

298 This seems to hold excellant promise.  The question is: Why hasn't this worked
for us in the region before this?

Aug 21, 2011 9:50 PM

299 Enhancing technology transfer and the creation of startup incubators will
leverage the potential of the strong universities of this area.

Aug 21, 2011 9:47 PM

300 I think business should not interfere with or direct education. Education should
encourage good clear thinking and sound ethics. If big business wants certain
skills, they should do the training themselves.

Aug 21, 2011 9:37 PM

301 Institutions are critical. NYS Policy can be a significant driver in this regard. Aug 21, 2011 9:10 PM

302 Economic development that encourages relationships between businesses and
universities is good as long as it treats and encourages a wide range of interests,
audiences, and fields.

Aug 21, 2011 8:16 PM

303 too many categories under one rubric Aug 21, 2011 7:48 PM

304 Only agree to creating apprenticeships. Aug 21, 2011 7:32 PM

305 These efforts should be strongly aligned with the sustainability initiatives
currently being developed and expanded in the universities.

Aug 21, 2011 7:00 PM

306 Better town/gown relations are good; on the other hand, I do not want to see
research corrupted by the influence of corporations. So university involvement is

Aug 21, 2011 6:51 PM
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great, but the financial situation must be completely transparent to the public--if
an industry is funding some type of research, that has to be made public from
day one.

307 Invest in workers' education.  Invest in small businesses.  Use expertise at our
top universities learned from all over the world.

Aug 21, 2011 6:47 PM

308 Provided corporations do not control universities and their curriculum and
academic, especially scientific research is NOT manipulated or censored!!
Universities must continue to emphasize independent, creative ideas and
innovation. It would also help if university education was accessible and
affordable to everyone!

Aug 21, 2011 6:32 PM

309 "syngeristic" "enhancing" "promoting" "developing" - who isn't going to want
these things as phrased? But what about talking about the costs of providing
technical assistance to business? Isn't that tied to "high costs" and "high taxes"?
"SUNY investment" - that sounds like tax dollars. "Developing business parks" -
who is going to pay for that? taxpayers? Presenting benefits without costs (this
section) and costs without benefits (the last section) is not meaningful. How
about asking people if they want any of the things in this section if they have to
pay for them.  They are presumably not free, and involve the government.

Aug 21, 2011 6:31 PM

310 These are unique opportunities for one of the premier state universities,
assuming that funds can be directed adequately.

Aug 21, 2011 6:30 PM

311 Universities are good resources, and so are Community Colleges Aug 21, 2011 6:15 PM

312 ithaca is a college town, they have altogether too much say in how the county
spends it's $, or to what or where it goes.

Aug 21, 2011 5:57 PM

313 This could be useful, but not unless the industries used are carefully considered.
We should not be investing time and energy and money in, for example,
nanotechnology or fracking technology or chemical-ridden agricultural or health-
related product development. If we were to concentrate on safe, sustainable,
non-fossil-fuel energy systems research and development, we would be doing
well.

Aug 21, 2011 5:43 PM

314 No-brainer. Aug 21, 2011 5:01 PM

315 There are many individuals in the Souther Region who have been committed to
creating strong partnerships for many years.Their efforts often times thwaeted by
local politicians.

Aug 21, 2011 4:50 PM

316 Sounds good, with the caveat -don't sell our soul to the devil!  Until the gas
industry can protect our air and water and quality of life,  any "relationship" with
them will consist of offers of money, followed by rescinded offers if we don't do
what they tell us to do.

Aug 21, 2011 3:18 PM

317 There should be a stronger relationship between the university and the
community. For instance, most of the university interns I have met at various
nonprofits have been hard-working.

Aug 21, 2011 3:11 PM

318 Strongly agreed if the involvement focuses on the good of the community, not
that solely of private industry.

Aug 21, 2011 2:44 PM
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319 Yes, yes, yes.  Especially businesses that expand research and development of
new energy products, new communications, socially responsible businesses,
green construction, etc.  These sectors represent our future.

Aug 21, 2011 2:15 PM

320 Yes indeed. Aug 21, 2011 1:44 PM

321 Being an alumni of Binghamton University myself I can attest to the power of
alumni networks and the bond formed with alumni.  Additionally, B.U. and B.C.C.
offer phenomenal opportunities for growth for this community and the faster the
residents of this county understand this the better off we will all be.  We need to
make this area as attractive as possible to  the "downstate students."  These are
the people that can reinvigorate the community.

Aug 21, 2011 12:48 PM

322 I would include the community colleges in this as well, not just BU and Cornell. Aug 21, 2011 11:28 AM

323 Alfred State brought their Entrepreneur class to Corning.  It was great. Aug 21, 2011 10:20 AM

324 It is important that we insure the monies spent in this area benefits the
communities and does not remain within the university.

Aug 21, 2011 8:44 AM

325 Idea- more paid summer internships for college students so that they are getting
some practical experience in their chosen fields.     It makes no sense for an
engineering student to work at the local ice cream shop when he could be
getting valuable insight at the ground level

Aug 21, 2011 7:53 AM

326 ...as long as the universities are not merely promoting corporate interests. Aug 20, 2011 4:03 PM

327 This amounts to seasonal enhancement if no opportunities exist to retain
competent students in the area after they graduate

Aug 20, 2011 2:11 PM

328 Binghamton University is the best (and almost only) thing we have going for us.
We need to maximize the relationship.

Aug 20, 2011 12:03 PM

329 As far as I'm concerned there is a total disconnect between business, local
government, and BU.  I don't know about other universities in the region. There
is a limit to what 17 to 21 year old undergrads can offer to businesses but there
is, nevertheless, a lot of untapped energy in that group.

Aug 20, 2011 11:09 AM

330 private buisness should pay for thier own research and development but the
public sector may have to take over this role because private industry seems to
be taking business over seas. I would say this is a good idea but while private
industry benefits, shouldn't there be a tax or fee to recoup the taxpayer? Why
take money away from private citizens that will benefit stock holders? I'm just
saying that a means need to be developed to pay for the University corporate
partnership other than taxpayers who will not benefit from the R@D. A tax or a
fee or some type of repayment. As a citizen, Why should I have money taken
away I could invest? Seems like this is shifting money from one person to
another unjustly. Almost like Robin hood but the recipient is business.

Aug 20, 2011 10:46 AM

331 Again, should gas drilling be allowed (regulations or not), we will be living in a
gas field within the next few years. Students will not be interested in our higher
education, nor will new businesses.

Aug 20, 2011 9:59 AM

332 but we are competing state to state.  When one state grows, another state Aug 20, 2011 6:47 AM



289 of 681

Page 4, Q2.  <b>Strengthen University/Economic Development Partnerships.</b>  This includes creating new
synergistic relationships between businesses and universities; enhancing technology transfer; creation of
incubators; creating apprenticeships; promoting small businesses that evolve from universities; uti...

declines.  There is only so much need and only so much capacity to pay for
goods and services.  How much and what kind of business do we need to
provide for our basic needs.  That should be the focal point.

333 These are avenues to goals that have not been defined. We need the vision and
goals first.

Aug 20, 2011 12:11 AM

334 The Southern tier is fortunate to have a great university in Binghamton, a superb
community college in Corning and a great private university in St. Bonaventure.
We need to integrate them into the public opportunities not just keeping them
only for their students.

Aug 19, 2011 10:08 PM

335 This includes strengthening existing entities, like Cornell University Cooperative
Extension, which provides valuable services and has a successful track record
and established working relationships in our communities and throughout the
region.  Budget cuts are crippling, and much of what has been gained over the
years will be lost (we are losing valuable talent and relationships).

Aug 19, 2011 10:00 PM

336 Some caution about the further corporate ownership of our democracy. Aug 19, 2011 9:49 PM

337 If we are going to turn this around this should be our top priorty Aug 19, 2011 7:18 PM

338 But not with grants. Aug 19, 2011 6:45 PM

339 We are a valley of inovation.  We need to foster this and figure out how to keep
them.  We've lost flight simulation, surface mount technology, Dicks, etc.  We
have to give berth to new companies and then fight like h*ll to keep them.

Aug 19, 2011 6:06 PM

340 we need to encourage not only advanced technology but also the more basic
manufacturing that fits our workforce. We can not depend on the most modern
ideals while ignoring the abilities of our existing workforce.

Aug 19, 2011 6:04 PM

341 See Comments 4 & 6 Aug 19, 2011 5:35 PM

342 Do not forget that universities themselves need to model the way.  University
campuses and operations should be sustainable with respect to energy, and
development.  Students should be encouraged to engage with their communities
in volunteer efforts and community activities.  Also universities need to have
much more cross pollination across disciplines. Students lern more and more
about less and less, and miss the connectivity of all things.

Aug 19, 2011 5:05 PM

343 We need most of all to retain some of the talent we teach in our area.  The area
is viewed by many as not very exciting.

Aug 19, 2011 4:54 PM

344 There has become a mistrust of the educated which must be stopped and a use
of those educated enhanced.

Aug 19, 2011 3:55 PM

345 Why, to build incubators, startup companies with tax dollars only to have them
move out of state?

Aug 19, 2011 3:26 PM

346 All good ideas who knows what may come from a lab at SUNY and be the next
TECH breakthru.

Aug 19, 2011 3:08 PM

347 Binghamton University is crucial in this region. Aug 19, 2011 2:50 PM
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348 No SUNY-business partnerships should be funded unless all technology that
results be required to be manufactured in NYS.

Aug 19, 2011 2:35 PM

349 Our higher education institutions are rated among the top. Aug 19, 2011 2:33 PM

350 I think this is a very limited initiative until stronger research and technology
develops within the Southern Tier SUNY community.

Aug 19, 2011 2:09 PM

351 The failure of the universities to implement technology transfer is the
responsibility of the Universities and NYS.  Universities and colleges should
establish pilot programs to promote tech transfer to the private sector.

Aug 19, 2011 1:59 PM

352 Part of the problem is competition between Universities both public and private
and the lose sight of the fact that they are in this to promote jobs not their
respective institutions. Remember the ill fated ceramics corridor?

Aug 19, 2011 1:53 PM
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1 Resource extraction is a terrible economic development strategy. The period of
exploitation is dominated by boom and bust cycles, and eventually the resource
will be gone gone. Also gone at that point will be other economic activity that
cannot really coexist with industrial scale resource extraction. We have existing
high value wineries , organic farms, a vibrant tourist industry, all which took time
and resources to develop. What resource extraction may add to the economy will
likely be more than offset over time by what it takes away or kills off. addition,
there is usually a legacy of great environmental damage. Just look at what coal
extraction did to PA. Acid mine drainage remains a major problem. There are
many blighted areas. The fire in Centralia is still burning. And now shale gas
extraction is fragmenting the PA landscape there and contaminating water
supplies. I used to live in Bradford County, PA and still have friends there. Many
people, including one of my friends , can no longer use their wate and are having
to buy it or get it delivered by the gas companies. Water is our most precious
resources.  No process  and no industry that intentionally contaminates billions
of gallons of fresh water should be the basis for economic development.  We
need to get off fossil fuels of all kinds if we are serious about mitigating
anthropogenic climate disruption. NY should strive to become a world leader in
green energy and green technologies instead of embracing a third world strategy
of resource extraction. We have outstanding universities, well-educated
population in the Southern Tier. Safe extraction of Marcellus and other shale gas
is a pipe-dream. NY business and government l need to quit drinking the gas
industry kool-aid.

Sep 15, 2011 11:35 PM

2 Never does natural resource exploitation benefit the community, especially
extracting energy sources for export to China or Europe.   All resource extraction
from great depths should be a community property and not an individual
landowner. Therefore the value flows to the community rather than individual
lease holders.

Sep 15, 2011 11:05 PM
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3 Disaster in the making. Sep 15, 2011 10:54 PM

4 But ONLY with strong, sensible government regulation and oversight. It will do
little good if we have good regulations, but don't fund the necessary staff to
enforce the regulations. PA, I believe, rushed too quickly and is now paying a
high price in environmental problems and towns that have become overrun.
Done right, NY can be a model of how regulation can work to create a win-win
for both the gas companies and the people who live and work for and around
them.

Sep 15, 2011 9:57 PM

5 These are the types of jobs that will sustain employment and good salaries. Plus
it is needed for our country. It is insane that we have not moved on this sooner
and become a leader for good development of energy.

Sep 15, 2011 5:20 PM

6 Natural gas production is a boom/bust operation that would destroy local
communities economically, leave us with polluted air and water and contribute to
climate weirding. The can't afford to let High Volume Hydraulic Fracturing
happen in New York State.

Sep 15, 2011 4:38 PM

7 A major threat to our water, land, and air. Contradicts #1 above. Sep 15, 2011 3:13 PM

8 We have no proven way to do safe drilling. We are squandering our best
resource - water.

Sep 15, 2011 2:54 PM

9 This is an idea that I disagree with and don't understand.  The risk of one
accident or mishap is too great and will affect too much.

Sep 15, 2011 2:24 PM

10 Marcellus development is largely incompatible with agriculture and tourism.
Quality of life impacts will disadvantage our educational institutions as well and
reduce the attractiveness of the area to startup businesses

Sep 15, 2011 2:17 PM

11 safety of public water supplies is paramount Sep 15, 2011 12:38 PM

12 This has to be closely regulated and watched will state and federal people that
are not in place now. Businesses will cut corners when they can and that is when
the general public suffers.

Sep 15, 2011 11:32 AM

13 could be huge for our region Sep 15, 2011 10:10 AM

14 Challenging however, need to be sure we capitalize on the gas to provide low
cost energey in the region

Sep 15, 2011 9:55 AM

15 Bringing the Natural Gas industry into New York would be disastrous for long
term New York economic development.  An industry with the potential to cause
so much harm to the region in terms of human, wildlife, livestock, soil and
agricultural health seems to be a bad choice for long term economic planning.

Sep 14, 2011 3:29 PM

16 Need to expand thinking to "energy" ...go beyond gas....gas is just the "happy
accident" ... that we sit on top of Marcellus Shale.  Now we need to make
ourselves known as the smart energy location.  See previous musing about
renewable energy

Sep 14, 2011 12:09 PM

17 DO NOT FAVOR INDUSTRIALIZATION OF SOUTHERN NYS AND THE
FINGERLAKES REGION BY NATURAL GAS INDUSTRY AND PROPOSED

Sep 14, 2011 9:49 AM
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LPG STORAGE. OPPOSE PIPELINE EXPANSION, COMPRESSION
STATIONS AND RELATED INFRASTRUCTURE. SHALE GAS EXTRACTION
USING CURRENT TECHNOLOGY IS NOT SAFE AND MUST BE BANNED.

18 Fracturing the bedrock of our landscape is a bad, bad idea. It needs to go away.
There is not safe way to obtain natural gas from shale.

Sep 13, 2011 9:57 PM

19 This is the WORST thing that could happen to our area.  NO Marcellus drilling
should ever be allowed.

Sep 13, 2011 8:59 PM

20 If natural gas is here we could be a center for the development of hydrogen
infrastructure, which is our next most important energy driver for vehicles,
industries, and homes.  Ask me about this.

Sep 13, 2011 8:15 PM

21 There will never be enough money in the State's treasury to clean  up the
environmental and economic damage from this industry. At this point, there is
NO safe exploration/extraction. The risk to the region's water is real and without
parallel in other shale plays.

Sep 13, 2011 5:24 PM

22 I feel strongly that UNLESS we can be sure we do NOT threaten our natural
environment with damage that will take years or never be corrected we should
NOT allow drilling and gas storage.  DO NOT let money alone drive this
decision.

Sep 13, 2011 5:18 PM

23 This is the golden ticket. Everything else is minutae. Sep 13, 2011 4:51 PM

24 When done wisely.  I would caution that we should work to maintain an
evenkeeled real estate market.  At times like this it is too easy to artificially inflate
real estate value.  Keep in mind artificially inflated real estate value is one of the
things that caused the market meltdown in 2008 and now too many homeowners
are "underwater" in regards to what they owe and the true market value of their
home.  We cannot allow real estate to become artificially inflated due to the
prospect of natural gas in the region.  Regulation will be needed.

Sep 13, 2011 4:10 PM

25 I am adamently OPPOSED to Fracking! Sep 13, 2011 2:20 PM

26 I agree, but am very concerned about impacts of this industry on the
environment (e.g. water), and infrastructure (e.g. heavy trucks on roads not built
to handle them) -- does the economic benefit achieved in the short run get
outweighed by costs in the long run?

Sep 13, 2011 1:52 PM

27 Including the development of all levels of housing options Sep 13, 2011 11:31 AM

28 I think the keyword is safe.I recently was in Pa, and I felt like it was an out-of-
control modern gold rush. Total chaos. Slow steady growth is what will work.

Sep 13, 2011 10:58 AM

29 Obviously this will add to the working population in the area.  However, many of
the jobs will be transfers from other states, ie. Texas and Oklahoma.  Because of
the influx of "out of towners",  business will develop and expand as needed.
Probably, this should be more of an oversight of the gas industry vs. helping
them develop.

Sep 13, 2011 10:27 AM

30 No gas storage or Marcellus drilling near bodies of water in the fingerlakes area. Sep 13, 2011 10:03 AM
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31 Shale gas development in the southern tier CAN revitalize the local economy like
nothing else.

Sep 13, 2011 9:51 AM

32 I would have said "Strongly Agree" if public/private/educational partnerships was
not on your list.  The Devil is in the details.

Sep 13, 2011 9:11 AM

33 Affordable housing is needed  to provide for seniors to freeup single family
homes and to alleviate the pressure placed on the housing market due to drilling
in PA.  This industry is good but we need to provide housing for current residents
and workers.

Sep 13, 2011 8:34 AM

34 Developing natural gas will help to control taxes, provide good paying jobs, and
lower unemployment. Using local universities, colleges, BOCES to develop and
train the workfrorce needed for the development of natural gas will provide good
paying jobs for people in the Southern Tier and lower unemployment. Using
cheap, clean, abundant natural gas for generating electricity, heating residential
and commercial properties, and fueling vehicles will help to control utility costs
and fuel costs. Building a petrochemical plant which uses the ethane and
propane from natural gas extraction will create good paying jobs and lower
unemployment.

Sep 13, 2011 6:34 AM

35 define "safe" Sep 13, 2011 3:56 AM

36 I currently own 56 acres and am locked into a lease that never agreed on
hydrofracking. I want my rights to be able to voice my say on whether or not I
want hydrofracking under my property or not. I demand that the gas company's
have  to get new leases from all land owners on weather or not they approve or
disaprove to have hydroracking on or under their property

Sep 12, 2011 11:35 PM

37 Extremely high on the list of priorites for the state.  I am employed in this field
and it's approval means job security and income for me with the hope that it will
carry me thru to retirement.

Sep 12, 2011 10:29 PM

38 We have to balance environmental protections with the increase in gas drilling
snow fracking.  The DEC has been decimated and cannot ensure the protection
we need. The state need to restaff th DEC using fee for drilling. Let the drilling
companies pay for DEC resources needed, nit t taxpayer.

Sep 12, 2011 9:41 PM

39 keep ny safe look at pa it should be an easy answer Sep 12, 2011 8:55 PM

40 Let's be honest: there is no such thing as "safe" gas exploration. Anyone in the
industry who is being honest will tell you that. Working around gas wells is a
dangerous occupation and living near gas wells is also dangerous. Gas wells are
not safe. Blowouts occur. Spills occur. No one knows for certain what the long-
term effects of leaving fracking fluid underground will be. Air pollution is a
constant problem. Pipelines devalue residential property. Massive amounts of
truck traffic will not make the roads safer (quite the contrary). Try surveying the
general public to see who wants to live next to gas storage facilities, pipelines,
gas wells, frack-waste treatment plants, busy truck routes, etc. and remember, if
gas drilling occurs here, Broome County is likely to end up with thousands of
wells. That estimate comes from the revised dSGEIS. If you want to see
residential property values fall while the need for public services (like ambulance
drivers and police) rises, then drill for gas. Over and over again, economic
"studies" look at the financial benefits of drilling, while failing to examine the

Sep 12, 2011 2:43 PM
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costs. This is utterly ridiculous. Please do not fall into the same trap. Please look
at the costs of drilling. Many towns in Tompkins County have banned drilling. If
Broome County were thinking ahead, the same thing would be happening here.
Broome County should consider the value of its clean environment, particularly
in light of the mess in PA. If I lived in PA and I was sure NY would not have
drilling, I would move to NY, and I am not the only one.

41 Our region is far too fragile to take chances with the potential long term, and
sometimes permanent, damage from these practices.  There are economies
here whose very base would collapse should the gas industry be permitted to
come into the region.

Sep 12, 2011 8:07 AM

42 At the moment there is no safe way to extract natural gas from shale.  At best
hydrofracking would produce a boom and bust effect, leaving the area with less
than it had before drilling began.  Instead of shattering the bed rock beneath our
feet, we need to put our money and energy into solar energy, energy
conservation and recycling & reuse of natural resources.  For the sake of the
environment and public health we need to think more creatively about how to
lessen our dependency on fossil fuels.

Sep 11, 2011 10:18 PM

43 This will absolutely be detrimental to the environmental and human health of
every New York state resident. The net number of jobs will be negative due to
drilling's extremely adverse impact on other economic sectors such as
agriculture and tourism.

Sep 11, 2011 7:03 PM

44 I am very concerned about the pollution of water in the fracking process Sep 11, 2011 6:35 PM

45 I only agree if it is truly  safe, non polluting, not detrimental to the tourism
industry and our general well being. The gas industry has shown that
hydrafracking is not dependable. The State of New York is not prepared for the
onslaught of this industry. I am a land owner with a gas lease that expires soon, I
am responsible for stewardship of my land and present methods of extracting
gas from the Marcellus Shale have a poor track record.

Sep 11, 2011 1:44 AM

46 We should be gearing up to attract rlated businesses and training people for
jobs in this industry

Sep 10, 2011 6:03 PM

47 The fossil fuel era has peaked.  The kind of digging for oil and gas happening
now is destructive and builds negatives into our GNP.  Get over it.  The
"frackers" can be retrained to be wind-jockeys, solar energy builders, and
hydrogen fuel cell developers.  Do NOT do this to New York State.

Sep 10, 2011 2:55 PM

48 There are many costs to this from environment to ruining established tourism
and recreation industries. No one will agree on this anyway--it makes winners
and losers and most are losers.

Sep 9, 2011 8:44 PM

49 This is so absurd; it makes no sense.  Again, Natural Gas (methane) is a GHG.
It will add to global warming.  Broome Cty. will become a wasteland and you can
forget about any other economic development for the area.  BU will be out of
business.  No parent in their right mind would send a student to an area with
high levels of pollution from drilling and the potential for water contamination!

Sep 9, 2011 3:33 PM

50 If I believed it was "safe" ... I'd agree, but I am not comfortable with current
technology, nor do I trust this industry. I want super strong

Sep 9, 2011 10:16 AM
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regulations/governmental oversight in this area and meaningful enforcement.  I
think it will hurt tourism in the finger lakes region ... I know that I don't want to
share bucolic rural roads with the gas and brine trucks.  Indeed, if a well is
placed near my home, I am likely to leave this area.

51 The Fracking process is unsafe.  Studies exist to support there is very sigificant
risks.  More studies are underway.  Funding to objectivefly look at risks is
insufficient.

Sep 9, 2011 8:21 AM

52 Listen to the experts: hydrofracking is not safe, endangers the environment and
the health of ALL living creatures, & leaves a blight on the landscape forever.
Surrounding property values will plummet. Salt mines for gas storage -
ridiculous.  Let's not endanger our way of life, just so the gas companies can
profit.  Look at PA - no one wants to live there anymore.

Sep 8, 2011 10:11 PM

53 I've visited Wellsboro in Pa. and it's awful to get through traffic.  It smells of
diesel exhaust and the roads are a mess.  If Fracking comes here I am seriously
considering relocating out of the area.  Why would anyone want to destroy such
a beautiful area and disrupt tourism, pollute the air and possibly poison our
water.  They will come, take the gas, log our landscape, pollute the air and water
and in a few years they will leave without a care. In the meantime business that
depended on them will dwindle or fail, restaurants and hotels will no longer have
the business, and we will fall into a failed local economy.  Put your money on
tourism, they want to build our economy too, and they will stay here. As far as LP
gas, you would have to be out of your mind. The pipeline isn't necessary, we
already have one.  I have heard that the Nat. Gas is being piped to New Jersey,
liquified and sold oversea's, who knows, but this was suppose to be an energy
that would replace our oil addiction.  The bill by Pitkin's is already causing
concern and the gas and chemical companies are already fighting over what
should be done with the gas.  Pitkin's proposed  a bill that offers incentives for
truck drivers and trucking companies to receive something like $64,000 to buy
Nat. Gas Trucks, and of course we will be paying for that too.  This was suppose
to be a bridge, not a gold mine for the few.  We should concentrate on
RENEWABLE Energy before we are talked out of it and find ourselves without a
reliable source.

Sep 8, 2011 5:22 PM

54 Marcellus shale development would be an economic, social, and quality-of-life
disaster for the Southern Tier.  Extensive resource extraction would cause me
and my high-income spouse to leave the area, taking  with us our tax dollars,
local spending, and community involvement.

Sep 8, 2011 4:41 PM

55 Our area will be destroyed by leaching chemicals. Remember the story of King
Midas - his touch of gold killed his own children who turned to gold when he
touched them. Do we want to kill our children by destroying the environment? I
think not, but I know there are plenty of King Midas's out there ready to sacrifice
their children for money.

Sep 8, 2011 4:23 PM

56 Exploitation of any natural resource has not lead to a healthy local economy.
Outside companies and temporary, non-local workers benefit more.  The locals
are stuck with the increase infrastructure expense and worst case, pollution
costs.  Just one spill, in ground or on surface can ruin a regions for decades.

Sep 8, 2011 3:45 PM

57 If they are allowed to come in and contaminate the water then every other
possibility for this area is done. You may as well close the doors and don't bother

Sep 8, 2011 3:40 PM
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locking them.

58 Safe being the operable word. Sep 8, 2011 3:17 PM

59 Natural gas exploration and extraction with hydrafracturing does not have a
consistent safety record with regard to protection of fresh water resources.
Therefore, great and carefully consideration needs to be given to exploiting the
perceived resources.  The most recently developed method of hydrafracturing
should not be allowed at depths of less than 10,000 feet where sedimentary rock
exists above extraction areas.

Sep 8, 2011 2:54 PM

60 If you believe gas drilling can be done safely, then you are drunk on the Kool-Aid
the gas industry has been serving up.  Shale gas extraction means the full blown
industrialization of our area, and all the scourge associated with industrialization
-- water, air, and noise pollution.  Heavy traffic and sky blight.  What's more it's a
boom/bust economy.  If you want something you can plan on, you can plan on
that!  Don't pave Paridise and put up a gas rig.

Sep 8, 2011 1:29 PM

61 Ban fracking until proven safe. Even industry documents support the facts that it
is not safe!! Clean drinking water and air are vital to our national security!

Sep 8, 2011 1:12 PM

62 This will ruin upstate.  And fossil fuels should be thought of as a thing of the past.
The future is NOT fossil fuels.

Sep 8, 2011 1:01 PM

63 No Fracking Sep 8, 2011 12:57 PM

64 Safe extraction and responsible disposal of waste is a myth. Going this route
would preclude enhancing the environment and the economy through the other
better alternatives.

Sep 8, 2011 12:57 PM

65 Ag and tourism are incapatible w/drilling/fracking techniques being used today. It
has NOT been proven to be safe. PA is a disastrous. Drilling for more fossil fuels
will only add to the problem of climate chaos, that we're already experiencing
right here in NYS. STOP THE INSANITY. HVHV WILL DESTROY OUR
BEAUTIFUL UPSTATE AND EVENTUALLY COMPROMISE OUR CLEAN
WATER

Sep 8, 2011 11:53 AM

66 Hydrofracking is bad news. It exports jobs, promotes a boom-bust economy, and
will destroy the environment that is one of our most precious resources.

Sep 8, 2011 11:02 AM

67 the economic benefit is uncertain, and so are the health risks and environmental
damage and cleanup costs. much more research is needed on those issues.

Sep 8, 2011 9:52 AM

68 This should not be a priority.  The key word in the question is "safe." Sep 8, 2011 9:17 AM

69 The potential wealth creation is staggering.  FInding ways to intice people to stay
in the community with their new found wealth will be a challenge.

Sep 8, 2011 7:37 AM

70 Most of these pose a serious threat to our natural environment and water
resources.

Sep 7, 2011 8:53 PM

71 Last of NY state's natural resources is clean water. Let's preserve it. Besides,
shale gas is not feasible until natural gas prices are higher than current or past
prices. No future capital for investment into gas production or government

Sep 7, 2011 6:52 PM
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regulation of clean drilling practices.

72 This is too risky. Should not be allowed. Sep 7, 2011 1:34 PM

73 We should leave the gas in the ground and put our energy efforts into renewable
(i.e. sustainable) energy technologies.  There is no good reason why we can't
build a plant to manufacture the solar panels/film right here in the Southern Tier
that could be used to facilitate a wholesale changeover from using non-
renewable energy to renewable.  Not only would this be better for our
environment, it would create thousands of jobs (I have a modest workup that
indicates we could create 7,000 decent-paying jobs here in the southern tier in
short order) it would act as an incredible economic stimulus for all sorts of other
activities.  Developing the gas industry here in the Southern Tier is counter-
productive to developing the agricultural/tourism industry.  Any reliable
cost/benefit economic analysis of the gas industry must include the concurrent
and long-term impact upon the ag/tourism industry along with the degradation in
the areas' living location desirability.  I strongly believe that the negatives of
developing the gas industry far outweigh any positives, especially since we have
alternatives that can provide similar benefits with greater positives and less
negatives.

Sep 7, 2011 1:15 PM

74 The gas situation is problematic.  The industrialization of the land will undercut
tourism and healthy life style.  Already the trucks are adding pollution (noise,
emissions).  The roads are not built for this traffic they are showing wear and
tear.  The unwillingness of the gas industry to publish what they are putting into
the ground is a major issue.

Sep 7, 2011 11:44 AM

75 This has a momentum all its own and will be pushed through by the oil
companies.  It may be great, or disastrous.  But, the oil comanies at least should
pay taxes for their occupation of the area, and not get a free ride from
government.

Sep 7, 2011 9:32 AM

76 Natural Gas holds great promise but not with existing technology. We should not
be experimenting in such as way, knowing the damage that will be inflicted on
our environment and the people living in our communities. We put too much at
risk and there are alternative opportunities to explore. Why not consider water a
resource to explore?  Or our organic farms?

Sep 6, 2011 7:37 PM

77 Priorities should be on the other four areas.  This industry is not complementary
with the other industry's in number 1, 2, 3.  If we get these right we will be able to
accomplish what we seek: sustainable business, jobs that represent high value,
and quality of life.  It's time to stop thinking about low hanging fruit.  Drill a few
holes and we'll all be rich...  It's the grasshopper thinking vs that of the ant in the
fable.

Sep 6, 2011 4:41 PM

78 There is no safe way to extract natural gas, there is ample evidence that natural
gas drilling in the Marcellus Shale is a dangerous proposition,

Sep 6, 2011 2:55 PM

79 I do not think hydrofracking is work the overall, long-term cost. Sep 6, 2011 1:48 PM

80 How do you assure "safe exploration"? Sep 6, 2011 11:12 AM

81 No!!!!! In fact, promote this area as a GREEN one and mark et that--forget
unsafe drilling. British Petroleum and other issues in PA with hydrofracking prove

Sep 6, 2011 9:37 AM
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that we cannot get it right. Screw with the Marcellus Shale and you won't have a
tourism industry to promote. How horribly irresponsible!

82 This should be the main priority over anything else. The economic benefits from
this will improve all of the mentioned initiatives.

Sep 5, 2011 9:43 PM

83 See earlier comments.  I think that this will hurt, not help economic development
of the area.  We will just become an "extraction" backyard area, not a serious
place to open a business and attract talented people to live.

Sep 5, 2011 9:39 PM

84 Natural gas production needs to proceed. Its economic and there are no real
cost effective alternatives. It appears safe as nobody has shown me any adverse
environmental factors from drilling. I dont see people getting sick and dying from
this.

Sep 5, 2011 1:04 PM

85 This would give more jobs in the area, more money for (royalties) the people,
less dependence on out- of-country fuels,

Sep 5, 2011 12:01 PM

86 This industry has the immediate potential for distroying our environment, water
supply, natural beauty, and tourism oportunities, even with regulation.

Sep 5, 2011 3:37 AM

87 Cannot be done safely with current technology and especially not with current
practices by even the "best gas companies." The DEC's SGEIS is a set of
guidelines for granting permission to extract; there are almost no regulations
backed by force of law to enforce the suggestions in the SGEIS. No severance
tax; no ways to remedy damage to individuals or ecosystems. "Not ready for
prime time." Millennium Pipeline will take methane to gas-fired power plants, but
eventually to LNG export terminals. Once the gas has a way of reaching global
markets, regional prices will rise to that level. Salt mines for gas storage means
the companies will sit on the gas until they can get higher prices. They are also
very dangerous for local communities and ecosystems. If gas prices go up, it
should be because of a carbon tax that is being used to fund truly safe,
renewable energy AND to help lower income people weatherize, AND to
subsidize essential levels of energy for lower income people, etc.

Sep 5, 2011 12:46 AM

88 the negative impacts on the environment, life and business- especially tourism
and the draw of the natural beauty and quality of life in this area to bring in
skilled workers  will be an overall negative. Fracking is not not worth it!

Sep 4, 2011 10:51 PM

89 Be careful with this one.  Remember a number of years ago when they were
going to develop gas storage near the Cohocton River.  What happened then?
Hydrofracking is and has damaged the envrionment in our neighbor to the south.
Just take a ride through Covington and Mansfield, PA.  Talk with some of the
local people.

Sep 4, 2011 9:01 PM

90 The gas industry would greatly strengthen our economy. Sep 4, 2011 8:51 PM

91 It is NOT SAFE. As soon as you look carefully at how gas extraction is being
done elsewhere, you see that it is not only not safe, but also not sustainable.
Boom and BUST is the track record of the extraction industries, from Alaska to
Appalachia. And that's before you factor in climate change and the need to get
away from fossil fuels YESTERDAY. WHEN IT CONCERNS NATURAL GAS:
CONSIDER YOUR SOURCE OF INFORMATION. Is it the industry? Or the
people who are living with it in their backyards? Few will profit in the long run.

Sep 4, 2011 7:59 PM
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This has been clearly shown.

92 I do think we need to focus also on Natural resources like wood and biomass,
wind, and solar equally as much as extraction technologies.

Sep 4, 2011 11:53 AM

93 This must be done in an environmentally safe manner. Sep 4, 2011 10:43 AM

94 WE need a  5 year moratorium on fracking while sufficient attention is given to
green energy sources and businesses The Millennium Pipeline  will increase
global warming to a dangerous degree.

Sep 4, 2011 9:11 AM

95 The process of gas extraction as currently proposed is NOT safe. Most
contamination happens on the surface through human error. No regulation can
cure that.  Promote instead alternative sources and conservation. Insulating all
the structures in the southern tier would cut energy consumption enormously,
add many jobs, cut carbon emissions, make people more comfortable.

Sep 4, 2011 2:40 AM

96 I wish I could move.  This beautiful area is going to look and smell like Newark,
NJ.  Tioga County, NY is reporting that long term residents are fleeing the area
in droves while transients move in temporarily.  911 calls used to be 70 per day,
now they're 70 per hour due to tractor-trailer vs. automobile accidents.  Traffic is
a nightmare.  We had this crammed down our throats and we won't forget who
did this to us in the voting booth.  Republicans pushed and Democrats bent over
and took it.  We won't forget.

Sep 3, 2011 9:59 PM

97 Duh. Here is a natural resource we ALL need. It will also fuel our economy.
DUH! Get the gas out of the ground already.

Sep 3, 2011 8:57 PM

98 I feel we are a Long way from safe gas exploration!  I do not believe salt mines
should be used as storage.

Sep 3, 2011 8:52 PM

99 Natural gas and Marcellus should be first and foremost NOW!! We have the best
regulations-Let it move forward NOW!!!!!!!!!!

Sep 3, 2011 8:25 PM

100 No jobs are created with this venture. Money ultimately flows out of state as
workers are brought in from other regions to work for the out of state and foreign
corporations performing the drilling.

Sep 3, 2011 7:50 PM

101 It is not possible to have any more fossil fuels for energy purposes - none of our
current systems are safe for the environment or for people.  When we have solar
and wind capabilities and all the other natural resources, why must we continue
to destroy the habitat for finite energy?

Sep 3, 2011 7:42 PM

102 I noticed a sign today while I was out it stated home of the Endicott toxic plume.
If and when gas drilling is to start then we must learn from the mistakes in PA as
there is no going back and from what we can see the gas drillers do not always
tell the truth regarding permits-solar and wind needs to be explored as well

Sep 3, 2011 3:49 PM

103 At present historically depressed market prices for natural gas, it does not make
economic sense to prioritize exploitation of the Marcellus at this time.  NYS-DEC
has not adequately addressed environmental protection -- especially of air
quality (need to look at significant decline in Texas air quality due to exploitation
of Barnett Shale).    But, if development of the Marcellus Shale proceeds, it could
foster economic growth in wastewater treatment (green jobs) by siting pre-

Sep 3, 2011 3:46 PM
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treatment facilities for frac wastewater near/next to existing wastewater plants
and developing tanker "tree farms" (12 or more trucks at a time) to take in and
treat frac watewater ($$$ in) and, on the other side, tanker "tree farms" (12 or
more trucks at a time) to sell treated effluent for use in fracking operations
(selling effluent at $0.05/gallon like was offered Owego last winter could
generate $1.11 billion in revenue for the water volume needed to frac eight wells
under each of 555 pads in Broome County alone, and would thereby avoid the
need to drawing water from local waterways).

104 There is no such thing as safe extraction at this point in the technology.  We'll be
foolish not to wait till the technology improves.

Sep 3, 2011 2:31 PM

105 Government should provide strong regulation, strong and consistent oversight,
meaningful enforcement when necessary. Local county government can be
helpful in facilitating the industry through clearinghouse activities.  All of the
above are good options.  Local pipelines are critically important need prompt,
efficient government oversight.

Sep 3, 2011 2:25 PM

106 High volume, industrialized hydro-fracking has proved to be extremely damaging
to the environment, local infrastructure, personal health, and the local economies
where ever it has been practiced. It drives up the need for local services. These
costs are dumped on local residents without compensation, and residential
property values are reduced without compensation. The gas is/can be exported
and the profits from gas extraction go out of the local communities whose
resources are tapped. In addition, forced integration for the benefit of private
entities is unconstitutional, a taking without fair compensation, and patently
unfair. The absence of a severance tax which is returned to the local
communities exacerbates all of these problems. The absence of disclosure of
toxic chemicals and the lack of a sound method of rendering the toxic wastes
harmless exacerbates these problems. The lack of a strict liability law governing
all of the activities associated with fracking exacerbates these problems. The
ham strining of home rule for towns exacerbates these problems. .

Sep 3, 2011 10:41 AM

107 There is NO such thing as "SAFE" extraction of shale gas using hydrofracking
methods. The industry is explicitly exempted from complying with the Clean Air
Act and the Clean Water Act. Allowing the natural gas industry to contaminate
and pollute our environment is a winner-take-all extraction of our natural
heritage. It is unacceptable that a corporate entity should profit from the
destruction of our land, air and water.

Sep 3, 2011 10:35 AM

108 This is a very short-sighted solution and will very much be a net economic loss to
the area. The only ones to really benefit from this will be the gas companies -
trust me.

Sep 3, 2011 7:59 AM

109 I already commented on this underlying theme before I encountered this
question.  I don't believe  most of the items listed above can be achieve with the
current regulatory agencies.  I an not agains natural resource extraction however
the potential to harm parties that don't benefit from such endevours is common
and thus I do not support its expansion give the unknow and establish dangers
when utilizing "fracking" as the primary method of extraction.

Sep 2, 2011 2:51 PM

110 One cannot balance safety.  Much stands to be gained from Marcellus Shale
drilling, but at the same time much stands to be lost.  Is it possible to protect our
water, health, and quality of life while at the same time benefiting from natural

Sep 2, 2011 2:05 PM
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gas development?  This has yet to be proven in any other state where similar
development is taking place.  How can we expect it to be any different here in
the Southern Tier.  Money isn't everything and economic growth at a cost is not
good growth.  Our number one priority should be the protection of our water,
land and quality of life.  If in the future the technology has developed to a point
that extraction of natural gas can be safely done, then let them drill.  But until
that day comes, let the gas lie.

111 I am so sorry to say that the data I have seen (even that coming from Cornell)
does not give me confidence that the contaminations and dangers associated
with NG production in the Marcellus (especially in PA--our close sister in this
area) are worked out yet...it is a yooung technology in this area, it has proven to
damage area roads, lifestyles and water quality....the integrity of the pipelines
and casings are yet to be proven for long periods in this area...and it is being
used not as the bridging energy that moves us to a sustainable energy but rather
as a money maker for big business who ship it to other countries requiring us to
continue our dependency on foreign oil....if we really see it as bridging energy,
we need the cars/eqpt that run on Nat gas to be in place before we take it from
the ground...AND we need clarity on what the sustainable energy plan that
follows nat gas---without that vision and measures to get us there we will not
have moved away from our dependence on foreign oil and will still be depleting
resources and replacing the beauty of our region with boom/bust industrialization
areas

Sep 2, 2011 12:09 PM

112 Industralizing our area, which is currently known for its natural beauty, may
destroy what attracts quality faculty and students to our universities and
colleges.  To destroy the "quality of life" in our area will definitelydestroy a major
attractant for universities and colleges as well for tourists.  And once the boom
and bust cyckle of industrial activity is over, it will leave the region worse off than
before.

Sep 2, 2011 10:21 AM

113 please look closely at n pa and the positive results they are having there too
many folks are telling untruths and lies about an oppertunity we can't afford to
miss out on

Sep 2, 2011 9:49 AM

114 Natural Gas production has been safely done in many other states for years.
The economic potential for NY is Billions and Billions.  Our DEC has taken 3
years to write proper rules.  The delay in permits must be only "political".  There
is no other objective conclusion.  Gas exploration alone can make the Southern
tier prosperous within 2 years.

Sep 2, 2011 7:17 AM

115 NY should agressively pursue development of our nat gas resources. This would
have the most positive impact for NY ;it would: 1) provide for massive job growth
in NY 2) provide NY with a huge influx of new money...... for the state , it's
citizens and help our states energy needs as well as our country's  The state
DEC has stuidied this for years and made good regulations .......lets get drilling
permits out & get moveing. Most people that are against this are greatly
missinformed & overly emotional and would seek to derail this great advantage
we have for NAT GAS development.

Sep 2, 2011 12:51 AM

116 Gas and oil industry invasion is inevitable.  Need to make it safe and as
environmentally friendly as possible--It's not just the money.  See above on
farming and tourism.

Sep 1, 2011 10:06 PM
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117 NOTHING WILL ENHANSE THE SOUTHERN TIER ECONOMY FASTER THEN
THIS ISSUE AND THE ENTIRE STATE WILL BENEFIT THROUGH LOWER
ENERGY COSTS AND SHARED TAXES

Sep 1, 2011 8:30 PM

118 NY is still in the grips of enviromentalist who believe any fosil fuel use is very
wrong and yet have no viable alternative. All we hear is the alarmist and the
government types figuring how to tax anything that is not wind or solar. I travel in
NE PA regularly and the truth is roads are fine and a lot betterafter gas drillers
come in. Look at the major increase in HUT income with increased truck traffic

Sep 1, 2011 6:22 PM

119 Must to very careful not to trade short-term gain, jobs, money for long-term
damage to the region, agriculture, tourism

Sep 1, 2011 6:07 PM

120 This industry can and will turn NY around. Sep 1, 2011 5:17 PM

121 I have been researching the high-volume hydraulic hydrofracking industry and its
impact throughout the United States for the past 2 and 1/2 years.  It is not safe, it
will be catastrophic for our region, it will decimate all our existing economic
assets - dairy production, the wine industry, tourism and agriculture.  Then, once
the gas has been extracted since there is a finite amount available, the industry
will leave us with a vast wasteland.  Furthermore, the promised economic boom
will benefit a very select group (hotels, restaurants, some local supplieres and
larger lease holders) while increasing the costs for everyone and everything else
in the region including taxpayers who will fund the infrastructuce repairs and
clean-up costs for damaged roads, bridges, toxic spills and other ancillary
environmental impacts such as public health costs due to increased asthma
rates, etc.  The promised jobs will go to the lowest pay grade positions that also
carry the greatest danger - working with chemicals at drilling sites, driving trucks
with hazardous materials, etc.  You only need to look at the local mall and hotel
parking lots to see the plethora of out of state plates from Wyoming, Colorado,
Texas, Virginia, Pennsylvania, etc.  Obviously, these are NOT local workers who
have chosen to register their vehicles in those states, these are people from out
of town filling the many jobs that were promoted as being available for our locally
unemployed citizens.   I believe that anyone on the Regional Economic
Committees who endorse or promote hydrofracking should do their own
independent investigation of the fracking industry.

Sep 1, 2011 3:54 PM

122 get moving on it Sep 1, 2011 3:51 PM

123 Absolutley! This will bring jobs to the area and increase other businesses in
having a need to grow. It also could be the only thing that will allow young people
to stay in the area and also can provide them employment for many years until
retirement which many of those types of jobs are dissappearing.

Sep 1, 2011 2:41 PM

124 No to hydrofracking.  We need a total statewide ban on this toxic process.  No to
use of salt mines for gas storage.  No to continued use of state monies in
development of community college courses in working in this toxic industry.  We
need to move to small scale solar, small scale wind and geothermal now,
including the community college courses for working in these industries.

Sep 1, 2011 1:59 PM

125 MOVE GAS DRILLING AHEAD NOW IN NEW YORK STATE!  YES - DEVELOP
AND LET THE LANDOWNERS DEVELOP THIS NATURAL RESOURCE FOR
THE GOOD OF THE FUTURE AND FUTURE YOUTH WHO CAN WORK AND
LIVE HERE.

Sep 1, 2011 1:31 PM



303 of 681

Page 4, Q3.  <b>Natural Gas Industry/ Marcellus Shale.</b>  This includes safe exploration, approval and
extraction; a balanced strategy; Millennium Pipeline; the potential of using salt mines for gas storage;
public/private/educational partnerships; and the development of usable products such as LP gas, chem...

126 The natural gas industry will destroy & pollute our environment & water
resources.

Sep 1, 2011 1:15 PM

127 Key word:  safe exploration.  I think that natural gas exploration/drilling s/b on an
extremely limited basis until the companies can prove that they will not destroy
the land, water and roads.  Once they prove they can do it safely, then expand
on the drilling.  The drilling companies should pay for road repairs, land
restoration, etc.

Sep 1, 2011 12:15 PM

128 THIS IS THE ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM, we NEED local clean natural gas
development for local end users, this will supply all the jobs we need in the gas
and related support fields, as well as cheap clean energy for local end users,
manufacturing, residential etc. The contribution to our tax base from CREATED
wealth, not borrowed/taken from elsewhere, is so VAST it is INCALCULABLE!
This will relieve overburdened homeowners and goes directly to our towns,
counties & schools!

Sep 1, 2011 11:47 AM

129 There is no way to safely explore, extract or transport Marcellus Shale gas.  I do
not want to see this area become the "industrial hub" of the Norhteast for a boom
and bust industry that would leave this beautiful area devastated.

Sep 1, 2011 11:36 AM

130 This is a lot of work.. of coarse we should use it, its a lot of revenue and its going
to happen, but at what cost and to whos benefit?

Sep 1, 2011 11:03 AM

131 This is NOT the way to go.  It is NOT sustainable.  It is highly divisive  since only
a few landowners benefit at the expense of the property values, roads, health,
clean air, clean water, and land of their neighbors.  Wildlife suffer.  Birds lose
habitat.  Local agencies and institutions such as hospitals are strained. And it
DOES NOT CREATE MANY JOBS!!  Recent stats from PA showed only about
10,000--generally low-paying jobs for truckers--were actually newly created jobs.

Sep 1, 2011 10:26 AM

132 All oil and gas development and related industries need to be banned in New
York state.  We only want to support traditional, non-extractive industries.

Sep 1, 2011 10:15 AM

133 Wrong direction to take -- risks to our current economy and potential are much
greater than the potential benefits.  Pennsylvania is showing us that the risks are
much greater than we thought, and the benefits in terms of jobs and local
economic development and energy security are much smaller.

Sep 1, 2011 9:17 AM

134 We have a terrific opportunity in the southern tier to make natural gas extraction
a model for future energy development by designing state of the art extraction
and materials handling/treatment processes.

Sep 1, 2011 9:14 AM

135 These are environmental disasters waiting to happen. Perhaps more importantly,
the nature and character of society of our area will suffer significant change for
the worse.

Sep 1, 2011 8:26 AM

136 Marcellus Shale wells last about 40 years. Managed well, we can extend the
industry to 80-100 years. That's a long time, but still temporary. And planning
would be required to make sure that economic boost is invested to create long-
term growth.

Sep 1, 2011 8:19 AM

137 Fracking as currently proposed will be an environmental disaster. Sep 1, 2011 6:53 AM
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138 Decades of frivolous spending & public entitlement in Albany created the current
budgetary shortfall, while taxing the burgeoning & unsafe natural gas, viz a viz
fracking industry, seems like an opportune piggy bank, we should respect land
use of today, and purity of natural resources for generations to come.
Rhetorically, why do current proposals suggest banning exploration from the
Delaware watershed?  Every glass of water is created equal, not just those
destined for downstate.

Aug 31, 2011 3:54 PM

139 I do not believe we should be investing any money in the further development of
difficult to extract natural gas.  Well drilling, water processing, LPG storage,
damage to roads are all going to be bad for our local economies and are going to
cost more than they are worth.  The carbon footprint of extracting shale gas is
extraordinary- much more so than extracting and burning coal.  This point alone
should make trying to extract shale gas a low priority and we should concentrate
on developing renewable energy sources which create many jobs that stay for a
much longer time.

Aug 31, 2011 3:04 PM

140 The natural gas stockpile will last about 25 years. We would wisely invest the
excess $ to promote the next big thing for the area. keep the funds in new york
as best as we can. Alternative energy: wind and biofuel development.

Aug 31, 2011 10:54 AM

141 There are opportunities around us that are not present in other areas of the
country or even the state. It would be irresponsible not to explore these
possibilities.  A major hindrance to this opportunity is the lack of education
available about it.

Aug 31, 2011 10:30 AM

142 The state must aggressively embrace safe natural gas production, and foster the
continued expansion of existing transmission and distribution networks within the
state. The state has a tremendous natural resource that is the only single option
in terms of extractable wealth that can potential jump start its economy quickly
by creating tens of thousands high paying jobs, significantly increase state and
local tax revenues, lower the national carbon footprint, and lower energy cost the
natural gas customers in NYS. Additionally this development should not be allow
to inhibit development of renewables. A fund could be created that allocates
some of the states new found wealth from natural gas development to provide
universities, industry startups, and individual homeowners access to lower cost
renewable energy technology.

Aug 31, 2011 9:12 AM

143 This IS the only industry that would come to the southern tier and give all of the
benefits sought by this questionaire. The problem is we know this and yet we still
send out questionaires.

Aug 31, 2011 7:56 AM

144 I believe there are many opputunities for us in this arena. The biggest problem I
can see is if we rush in creating unsustained employment economic and
enviromental accidents and a tattered natural and community landscape.

Aug 31, 2011 6:40 AM

145 This will destroy our health and our environment. We should develop businesses
that assist both residential and commercial customers in reducing their energy
usage instead of taking more fossil fuels out of the ground.

Aug 31, 2011 1:48 AM

146 we must pursue this safely, but it must move ahead Aug 31, 2011 1:00 AM

147 I believe the state doesn't have the will or the capacity to regulate the gas
industry, which will run roughshod over the environment and the local economy.

Aug 30, 2011 10:39 PM
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The commpanies will reap the profits and dump the pollution, infrastructure, and
other costs on the public.  Economic and social ruin awaits.

148 also need to explore other methods than water fracking and/or placing rules and
regulations in place and ensuring gas companies are responsible and orgs. are
diligent.

Aug 30, 2011 10:23 PM

149 Must hire locally and NOT people from Texas and Oklahoma Aug 30, 2011 10:10 PM

150 it has to be proven to be safe Aug 30, 2011 8:29 PM

151 If you have ever driven between Houston and Galveston you would NOT want
any form of said industry in our community.  We have got to get beyond fossil
fuels and develop  RENEWABLE RESOURSES .

Aug 30, 2011 6:27 PM

152 The negative effects on our area will out weigh the small postives.  Who is going
to pay for infastructor upkeep, regulators, water remediation?

Aug 30, 2011 4:26 PM

153 This will wreak economic disaster in a short period, before the supposed
economic 'boon' will finish; don't invest here, but in energy efficiency upgrades
instead. For every 12 homes that need energy efficiency upgrades in NYS, 1 FT
job will be created for a year; invest there and saving are in perpetuity.

Aug 30, 2011 4:04 PM

154 In the history of this planet no animal has the potential to wreak so much havoc
on its environment like humans do.  The gas industry in general and the
hydraulic fracturing sector in particular, has a terrible track record and has
proven to be too risky.  We are much wiser to look to reducing our need of
natural gas and find an alternate safe source of fuel coupled with smart use of
energy.

Aug 30, 2011 3:34 PM

155 There is no safe exploration, approval and extraction.  By destroying our most
crucial assets (water, scenery, farming, etc) we will destroy the economic
viability of the Southern Tier.

Aug 30, 2011 2:42 PM

156 Exploitation of natural gas will not provide long term economic benefits and will
degrade or destroy the land and water base that is the foundation of the
agriculture, tourism and potentially huge biofuels industries in our region. Gas
extraction has not been done safely in other areas, and there is no reason to
assume that NYS will have the resources to regulate it effectively, nor that gas
exploitation companies will treat NYS any differently than other communities it
has contaminated. It also would fly in the face of a NYS commitment to get off
fossil fuels, which I assert is key to the next century of economic development.
Look long term.

Aug 30, 2011 2:18 PM

157 no hydrofracking Aug 30, 2011 1:50 PM

158 This would destroy our agriculture and tourism base Aug 30, 2011 1:31 PM

159 I live in an area that might well be subject to drilling; friends in PA have
commented on problems they have had already.  SAFELY is the key word!  Yes,
let's develop this resource, but not at the expense of the people who already live
here--and who most likely won't see any of the gas.  (We are less than a mile
from a pipeline, but there is no natural gas service at our home.)

Aug 30, 2011 1:25 PM
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160 This opportunity needs to be developed.  It will employ thousands and provide
for many related industries to develop.

Aug 30, 2011 12:53 PM

161 There is no data that suggests that mineral extraction is a economic builder for
an existing community.  It only drains wealth.  And most of it goes to far off multi-
national corporations.  This is the antithesis of the goal of this commission.

Aug 30, 2011 11:17 AM

162 fracking THREATENS economic development!! Aug 30, 2011 10:11 AM

163 This would strongle improve conditions in NY.  It would generate revenue that
we need to expand other needs as well.   I dont see any reason not to since it
can be done safely.

Aug 30, 2011 10:07 AM

164 No to fracking without strong restrictions. No to underground gas storage Aug 30, 2011 9:44 AM

165 This is by far the biggest opportunity for economic prosperity in this area.  I feel
this is a once in a generation opportunity, and NY and many area municipalities
have put the area at a disadvantage by taking an anti-development stance
towards natural gas.

Aug 30, 2011 9:29 AM

166 This  would be the single biggest growth industry and improvement to the poor
business development record of NYS. but at it's present pace and with a district
attorny h*ll bent on using all his resources to stop it NYS will probably loose out,
NYS never misses an opportunity to miss an opportunity!

Aug 29, 2011 10:14 PM

167 Do it safely.  Do it on County-owned property and reduce taxes.  Find alternative
industries that power themselves with gas, and get them here.  Use the
partnerships in #2 above to develop new industries that turn gas into something
the world needs - how about auto fuel or jet fuel... do something audacious or we
will surely fail.

Aug 29, 2011 9:40 PM

168 See #2 Aug 29, 2011 9:03 PM

169 drilling should take place now.opportunities are great ,jobs,revenues for
nys&local governments,a cleaner energy source&less dependent on foreign
sources.

Aug 29, 2011 8:30 PM

170 this is the key for the next 5 years and with cheap local energy, some local and
state benefits on taxes, business will come and develop here.

Aug 29, 2011 7:28 PM

171 There is no proven "safe" extraction method when it comes to current technology
for natural gas extraction.  The gas industry is notorious for ruining people's
water then buying them off by supplying water to replace the ruined natural
source and having the victims sign non-disclosure agreements so no study of the
incidents can be carried out.  Check out this web site for more info. www.un-
naturalgas.org

Aug 29, 2011 6:15 PM

172 Done right, this could be great for the reason.  The Ithaca environmentalists will
yell and scream no matter what solution is worked out, so you might as well
ignore them.  Their unwillingness to compromise has made their voice in this
conversation irrelevant.

Aug 29, 2011 4:49 PM

173 This is in the exact opposite direction I envision for this region. Gas exploration
will kill all fledgling tourist attractions and efforts to get a vibrant organic

Aug 29, 2011 4:28 PM
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agriculture destination up and running. Thousands of people come to this area
because it Is pristine, quaint & quiet. This area will lose all homegrown industry
and farms if gas drilling goes through here. Any jobs gained will be offset by
small vineyards and farms closing and moving to an area with clean water and
air. Their customers will demand it.

174 these businesses are already coming on their own. They do not need to be
incentivized. Infrastructure and environmental issues related to the industry need
assistance.

Aug 29, 2011 3:24 PM

175 This item stands to bring in more money to more people in the present time
frame and if properly done, to bring jobs to an almost jobless area

Aug 29, 2011 3:24 PM

176 All energy has risks.  I would prefer gas and oil to nuclear energy.  I think that
would be safer and more economical in the long run.  I would like to see more
solar and incentives on the local levels.  We need more uses of our own
resources rather than overseas resources.  We need to be more self-sufficient.

Aug 29, 2011 2:26 PM

177 This item #3 is in direct conflict with #1.  Industrializing the Upstate landscape
will certainly diminish tourism and reduce the current and potential economic
benefits that our natural assets offer.

Aug 29, 2011 1:31 PM

178 there is no such thing as safe exploration, extraction, transport, refinement,
storage and use of methane gas development. It is a cause and effect practice
that yields billions for the multi national corp. CEO's. it results in high often
unattainable funds to cover costs of road, land, water and air contamination.
Small towns in NYS wil not survive drilling pratices. Jobs that are tokens of
industry are unsafe, highly dangerous and often includes health issues that
accompany these jobs. They are usually temporary,  out of state experts who
care little about the issues that accompany drilling bring higher crime rates, take
afforadable housing, forcing locals out of their own towns, fire, EMT and ER
squads are over worked as a result of becoming a drilling zone, water wells
including private ones are at risk forever, groundwater contamination due to
terrain and ill educated workers is present as in PA. Forests are harvested to
chip on site and soak up fracking fluids, then buried on site or trucked to small
town dumps because there is no oversight. To think that the DEC even if
expanded, can regulate, police and pursue this industry's practices and
procedures is dangerous to all of us, now and forever if drilling is  allowed. YOU
CANNOT REGULATE this industry. It is simply a piece of paper. It does not
protect anyone or anything, at all. This industry has a very well practiced
procedure. They use it and have for 1oo years, to get farmers, small town and
city governments into thinking that " drilling is safe, water is safe, thousands of
jobs will be created and the gas will reduce or eliminate our reliance on foreign
oil" and that " Gas is the cleanest of fossil fuels and clean burning"  All of these
are partial truths or blatant lies.  They convince the govenor of a state to allow
drilling and once initiated they cannot be controlled through regulation. They just
pay a fine and keep on going.  There are MANY gov's that have had the
experiences that led to wide spread industrial development that claims farm
lands that will no longer be able to farm, ruin social relationships in every town
they drill in because of Compulsory Integration and the fact that once they drill
people must move. Neighbors next to drill sites cannot get mortgages or loans,
banks know drilling is a losing proposition for them. Many people will suffer from
the health issues and their care is not paid by the drilliers but by the individual or
state. Compulsory Integration is a law passed at night, without discussion to

Aug 29, 2011 12:27 PM
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ensure the gas (then liquid) could be extracted without multiple wells. It should
not apply to shale gas that must be exploded, is not liquid. That means my
neighbor leased his land making it possible for a foriegn owned corp. to drill
under my land, against my will, without my conscent and take MY gas and give
me some penance that is determined by the state and an industry infamous for
wrongdoing, lying to get the leases, abuse and neglect. This law is as un
American as we can get ! To frack shale to get a fossil fuel more damaging than
coal, 20+ times more damaging CO2 emmissions we are suppose to be
declining in and risks, wrecks permanently drill sites, water aquifers, air and land.
ALL SO ANOTHER BILLIONAIRE WHO DOESN'T LIVE HERE WEALTHIER.
The Dept. of Energy states on it's site that "Natural gas is at maximum storage
capacity" The market price is less than half of what it was 3 years ago and hasn't
recovered because the market is flooded with NG. but the prices to the end user
have doubled in propane pricing. THERE IS NO REASON TO DRILL FOR NG.
Foreign oil has nothing to do with NG. TheMarcellus gas IS exported to foreign
countries as America's domestic product.  If Gov. Cuomo doesn't ban it
completely from all of NYS we ALL will pay in many ways, people will get sick
and die, as will pets and plants. HE MUST CHOOSE New Yorkers or foreign
corp CEOs.   it's all about the money not the gas. what will he do? WE WANT
TO KNOW

179 Let science prevail not politics or emotions.  If science says it can be done safely
then we should encourage drilling.  If science says it can not be done safely then
we should encourage whatever techniques are required to make it safe.

Aug 29, 2011 10:50 AM

180 This is not proving to be an economic boom for towns in PA.  It is beginning to
look like just the opposite for a majority of the population.

Aug 29, 2011 10:37 AM

181 To Date there is no safe gas horizontal fracking anywhere in the country let
alone the Marcellus Shale or the Utica Shale areas.

Aug 29, 2011 10:26 AM

182 Oh come on - is this what this survey is really about?  Just make the gas
companies 100% monetarily liable for any environmental problems that will
ensue from development.  If their process is so safe, they will have no problem
agreeing to this.

Aug 29, 2011 8:28 AM

183 Government must lead the way in safe procedures, effective monitoring and a
redistribution of revenues to lower tax rates

Aug 29, 2011 8:18 AM

184 Natural gas exploration would be a great way to create jobs. Look to PA and you
can see the proof

Aug 29, 2011 8:03 AM

185 Look at all of the areas where mineral extraction are a primary source of revenue
- are they economically healthy?  West Virginia?  Kentucky? Arkansas?  I don't
think so.  Nat Gas extraction on a massive scale is the WRONG way to go.

Aug 29, 2011 6:19 AM

186 Ultimately this will prove to be a very destructive and foolish path that will benefit
very few and harm very many.  Natural gas is just one more carbon bomb to
light, and flooding the market with undervalued cheap methane will only
postpone the transition to a clean energy economy.  No public dollars should go
to helping this industry, and absolute liability must be established (and fat escrow
accounts put in place) before any permit is issued.

Aug 29, 2011 12:55 AM

187 Gas development is our only hope - local, state, and for the nation.  Make it Aug 28, 2011 11:12 PM



309 of 681

Page 4, Q3.  <b>Natural Gas Industry/ Marcellus Shale.</b>  This includes safe exploration, approval and
extraction; a balanced strategy; Millennium Pipeline; the potential of using salt mines for gas storage;
public/private/educational partnerships; and the development of usable products such as LP gas, chem...

exploration and development frendly and it will be the model of sustainable
development.  It can be done safely now - use science and facts to support the
drilling.  People are in fear from misinformation and misunderstanding.

188 a sustainable future includes energy production that does not contribute to global
warming

Aug 28, 2011 10:14 PM

189 The natural gas industry has a long history of touting laudable ethics and
operating practices while receiving exemptions from federal and state laws and
regulations that are designed to hold them accountable for their actions.  The
lack of required documentation for the leaking Millenium pipeline completed in
2008.  The blowing up of a Binghamton home, Elmira home, Cortland gas
station, Town of Union home (all within the last 20 years) by local operating
companies speak to the nature of the natural gas business.

Aug 28, 2011 10:10 PM

190 I agree with part but not all. Aug 28, 2011 9:51 PM

191 I strongly disagree that we should frack for natural gas in the Marcellus Shale.
Let's learn from PA and other states where fracking has occurred.

Aug 28, 2011 9:34 PM

192 Not possible!!  Look at what's happening...rich gas companies throw money at
poor citizens, governments and even BU.  People with dollar signs in their eyes
are willing to allow the companies to pump carcinogens and huge quantities of
our precious water supply through shale, full of its fissures and layers.  They
bring up gas and water contaminated with radioactive earth elements.  They
industrialize the area, destroy the natural beauty, contaminate waterways, sicken
creatures and people and create longterm affects that have not been measured.
The effects have been documented in many states and continue to fill the news
each day.  We need to put all our energy into alternative energies.

Aug 28, 2011 9:00 PM

193 Not worth the public health and environmental risks. Focus on developing
industries and energy souces that are good for the environment and won't add to
global climate change.

Aug 28, 2011 8:55 PM

194 Gas development will be the greatest detriment to sustainable economic
development.  At best, it would provide a short term boom and bust cycle.

Aug 28, 2011 7:41 PM

195 This Industry is the only activity willing to locate in NY, and provide us with good
paying jobs. There are no other Industry willing to come to NY.

Aug 28, 2011 5:07 PM

196 Are you kidding?!  It's troubling that this question is even asked!!  LOOK AT
PENNSYLVANIA!!!!  LOOK AT SOUTH DAKOTA!!!!!  Now even OHIO is getting
in on the act.  And where is NEW YORK?  I'll tell you:  New York has its
collective head stuck up its...NYC Catskill watershed.

Aug 28, 2011 4:06 PM

197 This will only create jobs for the out of state workers who will be the ones with
the good paying jobs.  When the drilling is done and they leave this area will be a
ghost town, just like the ones in the west and here in the northeast when the
mines closed and the companies moved out.

Aug 28, 2011 3:15 PM

198 Encourage the use of natural gas for fracking, rather than chemicals and water. Aug 28, 2011 1:49 PM

199 This can be done safely and be an economic boom to the area and the state.
Also, be a major step in reducing America' dependance on foreign energy

Aug 28, 2011 1:37 PM
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supplies.

200 Tghis makes me nervous, I think it has huge potential but has not been
determined the chemicals to be used etc.

Aug 28, 2011 12:12 PM

201 There are risks to this that need to be carefully considered. People are leaving
the area because of this. And oddly enough, the Binghamton area is home to an
energy industry with much larger potential, SOLAR Energy. This includes
businesses and R&D at BU. This source of energy out-shines natural gas by
ORDERS of MAGNITUDE in both the resource available and the jobs potential.

Aug 28, 2011 12:11 PM

202 There is too much mis-information about drilling and fracking. Fracking has taken
place in NY since 1962, with NO adverse effects. A 2003 survey of all 50 states
shows the same thing - NO environmental damage from fracking. We need to
get this going now - but safely!

Aug 28, 2011 12:06 PM

203 This our best chance.  If we don't do it, our young people will all move to other
states.

Aug 28, 2011 11:51 AM

204 Excellent....we need to quit being stuck in the mud on this issue and MOVE
FORWARD NOW! I have taken the time to read the anti fracking bills that have
been proposed and can't even believe what I have been reading. Some of the
the bills would have shut down existing vertical wells and put countless numbers
of people out of work. We are sitting on a HUGE natural resource....let's use it
safely and do it NOW!!

Aug 28, 2011 11:48 AM

205 The key is safety, regulation and enough man power to inspect sites to assure
complying with regulations.  I don't trust the gas companies.

Aug 28, 2011 10:30 AM

206 the key word here is SAFE. until the gas companies can prove to the
communities in which they intend to set up drilling activities that the procedures
and practices they use are indeed safe and not just economically viable, we are
at serious risk of losing everything that makes this a community worth fighting
for.

Aug 28, 2011 10:04 AM

207 This needs to be a priority focus for economic development of our region. Action
plans must be implemented now to ensure that gas exploration and development
begins in 6 months or less. Stop procrastinating!

Aug 28, 2011 9:40 AM

208 In my area, tourism and large scale gas drilling cannot coexist. As we already
have a strong tourism based economy with long term economic benefits, we
don't need or want short term boom and bust heavy industry with all the risk that
it brings.

Aug 28, 2011 6:55 AM

209 The key to a immediate successful start. Aug 27, 2011 10:26 PM

210 The best single option to boost the areas economy Aug 27, 2011 8:58 PM

211 Allow for natural gas drilling. I could pay my debts and taxes all at the same time
and hire people to put up and repair my fences and help put a roof on my house.
My sons could have better jobs and their children would be assured a better
future. I am a grass-based farmer. My animals are all raised naturally on pasture.
Yet, I do believe Natural Gas drilling can be done safely and the communities
can benefit significantly. And if our tax paying citizens make some money for it,

Aug 27, 2011 8:53 PM
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the state will collect taxes on that extra income, the folks earning the money will
have it to put into the economy. It is a WIN-WIN-WIN situation. I fear that the
downstaters, jealous of the landowners upstate, and politicians are trying to find
ways to block the drilling until they can figure a way to take the income away
from family farms and property owners. All of the property owners that have
joined coalitions are concerned about the environmental impact. As such we
have asked for strong language in leases and for proper support and coverage
by the DEC. But only we are concerned about our communities economic future.

212 Our biggest problem is the NYC (and surrounding areas) people that oppose gas
drilling and other upstate growth opportunities. They should not be allowed to
have a voice in what goes on in our area.

Aug 27, 2011 8:49 PM

213 waiting too long.enough is enough. Aug 27, 2011 7:44 PM

214 YES...THIS NEEDS TO HAPPEN NOW. I HAVE SEEN HOW THIS HAS BEEN
A BENEFIT TO PA. I HAVE SEVERAL FAMILY MEMBERS WORKING IN THE
PA GAS FIELDS. I KNOW THAT IT CAN BE DONE SAFELY. THEY ARE
RECLAIMING THE FRAC'ED WATER..I KNOW THIS FOR A FACT. IT IS
SAFE...DO IT AND DO IT NOW. MANY COMPANIES FROM THIS AREA ARE
ALREADY INVOLVED WITH THE GAS BUSINESS. LOPKE'S, VESTAL
ASPHALT, ET AL.

Aug 27, 2011 5:04 PM

215 Gas development will bring a lot of money to a few, and that will have spillover
economic benefits. But the economic costs to individuals, to some other
businesses (such as tourism) and local governments is likely to outweigh, or at
least offset that. And even if there is a net economic benefit, it is not worth the
cost in health, safety, quality of life, and especially peace of mind. In many
(most) ways this is a wonderful region, 1 to 8 gas wells per square mile will
destroy much of that  In addition, considering only economic issues, extractive
industries are boom-and-bust, and not a good basis for a region's economy.

Aug 27, 2011 5:02 PM

216 As long as safe exploration and development of the gas industry is maintained
and all rules enforced, proper retaliation/fines for disregard for the rules, I am
totally for it.  While the gas production continues, the State develops other jobs
to take over when the gas production is done.

Aug 27, 2011 4:21 PM

217 This is a disastrous step for our region to take.  It is not sustainable, and will hurt
tourism, farming, hunting, recreation.  In short, all the things about our region
that ARE sustainable, long-term, and integrated.  It will also strongly diminish our
high quality of life.  Further, as stated above, it's the exact opposite of what we
should be doing as a society to deal with the problems of energy scarcity and
global warming.

Aug 27, 2011 3:16 PM

218 The Marcellus Shale natural gas opportunity is an enormous one for NY.  It must
be done safely and with the right taxing infrastructure.  We want drilling on our
farm.

Aug 27, 2011 3:09 PM

219 Since New York has the toughest regulations fpr gas drilling, why aren't we
drilling yet? Delays cost money and send the wrong message to gas companies.
We have this incredable gift and political hysteria seems to rule our economy.

Aug 27, 2011 2:47 PM

220 Natural gas development offers the quickest start and long term business for our
area

Aug 27, 2011 1:15 PM



312 of 681

Page 4, Q3.  <b>Natural Gas Industry/ Marcellus Shale.</b>  This includes safe exploration, approval and
extraction; a balanced strategy; Millennium Pipeline; the potential of using salt mines for gas storage;
public/private/educational partnerships; and the development of usable products such as LP gas, chem...

221 Pillaging the earth will not create better economic opportunity in this area in the
long term. It's kicking the can down the road while ravaging our environment.
Lets focus on using the environment in a sustainable way to promote regional
economic development, for example, promoting local agriculture and tourism.

Aug 27, 2011 12:31 PM

222 Support he building of gas lines to distribute gas locally. Aug 27, 2011 11:30 AM

223 As mentioned earlier, IF THE CURRENT PROCESS OF GAS DEVELOPMENT
IS FOLLOWED WITH DEC CONTROLS, we in NY could see outstanding
benefits to everyone through lower natural gas prices NOT JUST GAS COS
AND LANDOWNERS!

Aug 27, 2011 10:09 AM

224 Not until we are totally ready to police this new technology, w sufficient staff plus
knowledge, natural gas prices go up, and we have sufficiently studied the
TOTAL economic  experience in Pa. While high volume fracking is prbly not as
bad as some allege, it is far from proven or known.  There have been some
accidents and water problems in Pa already.

Aug 27, 2011 10:08 AM

225 This is a prime example of the safety and security involvement that the
government should have.  The DEC should be staffed to provide appropriate
oversight to the development of Natural gas.  This resource could provide a huge
economic boost to the entire country while at the same time reducing our
dependence on foreign oil and reducing our carbon footprint.  Keeping our
energy dollars in the US will help  to reduce our national debt and  increase the
security of our nation. In this case government involvement should include
support for the development of regional product and waste facilities. However,
the businesses involved should bear the major financial cost since they are also
the ones to profit.

Aug 27, 2011 8:38 AM

226 This is the biggest opportunity this area has ever had to improve itself DON'T
BLOW IT!!!!!

Aug 27, 2011 8:27 AM

227 No, no, no.  There is no such thing as "safe" in this industry.  Corporate
megaliths are in charge of natural gas drilling and their activities will take away
from the local economy.  Consider, instead, "3. Renewable energy
industries/Wind & Solar.  Public/private/educational partnerships with small
businesses, designed to assist local residents and farms with conversion to
completely renewable energy systems and getting 'off the grid'."

Aug 27, 2011 8:01 AM

228 forget using salt mines unless 110% safe Aug 27, 2011 7:57 AM

229 No matter your opinion on fracking, we need to work together to ensure
extraction is safe and profitable to everyone. Tax the gas companies, don't make
PA's mistake.

Aug 27, 2011 7:12 AM

230 No fracturing of the environment we must expand our commitment to alternative
energy.

Aug 26, 2011 11:54 PM

231 NO FRACKING. Let's do something different in our state: sustainable energy
development! Help medium and low income residents transition to alternative
fuels! Develop alternative fuels! CONSERVATION!!

Aug 26, 2011 10:51 PM

232 AGAIN, START SLOW WITH CLEAR ACCOUNTABILITY AND STEER AWAY
FROM SENSITIVE AREAS.

Aug 26, 2011 10:21 PM
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233 oh yeah, let's spoil the earth some more.  take the tops off mountains, inject
chemicals into the earth, pollute more water.  get the money and run.

Aug 26, 2011 10:01 PM

234 the answer to n.y. problems Aug 26, 2011 9:57 PM

235 This could and should be our saving plan. We need this industry so badly in this
area

Aug 26, 2011 9:51 PM

236 Evidence shows that shale gas development cannot be done safely.
Regulations suggested by the NYSDEC's SGEIS are woefully inadequate.
Setbacks from our recreational lakes are minimal and will not provide protection
from contamination.  Compressor stations will destroy air quality.  The risks
outweigh the benefits.  Embracing this technology will denigrate the Southern
Tier, destroying tourism, agriculture, and reduce home values.  In our area,
people are already trying to sell their homes before they lose their value or
mortgages and home owners insurance become unavailable.  We must stop
subsidizing fossil fuels and put our R&D resources to work in sustainable energy
sources.

Aug 26, 2011 8:59 PM

237 we need to start depending on our self, instead of other countries and there
economys

Aug 26, 2011 8:52 PM

238 There is no such thing as "safe" drilling for natural gas. The high volume
hydraulic fracturing process must be banned across the entire state.

Aug 26, 2011 8:28 PM

239 This is an awkwardly worded question.  Hydrofracking should not be allowed in
NYS.  It is not like it is going to migrate to PA or WV.  We should consider it a
strategic reserve until if and when the "industry" can clearly demonstrate
responsibility and not gag people they have harmed and injured.  Corporations
are not "we the people."   Compulsory Integration is a thinly disguised application
of the U.S.Supreme Court's terrible mistake of granting the power of eminent
domain to corporations.

Aug 26, 2011 8:19 PM

240 This is the only hope for upstaters to survive. The Bakkan shale in No Dakota
has created more millionaires last year than any state in the union. That includes
wall street

Aug 26, 2011 7:41 PM

241 absolutely!!!  This is the best thing to happen to NYS.  It will put many people to
work. It will help our local economies, our taxes. Most importantly, it will ensure
the future of agriculture in NYS. It will allow farmers to continue farming, improve
facilities, expand if desired. Agriculture and farmers will lead the next phase of
energy...renewables. We have the knowledge, land base, equipment, and desire
to develop things like biodiesel from oilseeds. All we need is capital.

Aug 26, 2011 7:33 PM

242 What is taking so long on this! Get going and stop the talking!  The tests have
been done, all the scientific data has been collected and it's been stated that it's
ok, (of course safety measures are to be implimate).  It will bring in jobs, keep
NYers in NY, help the US to be independant on foreign sources, it's cleaner than
oil or coal. Come on- get going!!!!

Aug 26, 2011 7:27 PM

243 The overbearing political and social negativity toward a substantial improvement
of jobs and revenue in this industry is appaling. New York needs to wake up and
safely take advantage of what lies under our land and not be subservient to the
exagerated  untrue claims of anti drilling factions.

Aug 26, 2011 7:25 PM
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244 Nat Gas development is a must. PA is already reaping the benefits. Aug 26, 2011 7:19 PM

245 I am strongly opposed to hydraulic fracturing in the Marcellus shale given the
problems that have emerged in PA.  We do not want our children to be buying
drinking water from Canada.

Aug 26, 2011 5:08 PM

246 we need alternative solutions.  This industry can and will bring jobs to the area.
Upstate NY is so economically depressed, we need development of our natural
resources, but without all of the delays.  People are haning on by a thread.

Aug 26, 2011 5:00 PM

247 there is NO SAFE WAY for hydrofracking to be done. Data from the 34 states
that have done this form of gas extraction has proven with extensive data:
economic devastation, water polluted forever, ground-level ozone the adds to the
chemical genocide that is been done to the people in those states.

Aug 26, 2011 4:59 PM

248 I am deeply concerned about the potential of environmental damage to tourism
and long term productivity in the Southern Tier from Marcellus Shale drilling and
LPG storage.  I am also concerned about selling water to the drilling companies
in PA.  It seems to me that in a very short period of time, water could become
our most precious commodity.

Aug 26, 2011 4:50 PM

249 DRILL NOW! NO more delays. It has DRAGGED on for over 4 YEARS and the
"ANTI'S" just keep on spreading FALSE information. Its a SHAME N.Y. is lossing
out on such an opportunity.

Aug 26, 2011 4:20 PM

250 The most recent data from USGS shows 84 trillion cubic feet of gas -- enough to
supply the US for 3.5 years.  Then one must subtract the energy that will go into
the production of this gas to decide if it is in fact an energy bonanza.  The risks
of the externalized costs (roads, environmental/water, distortion of labor
availability, housing/tourism impacts, health and safety impacts) seem high for
uncertain improvements to the economy (income, jobs, investments, and tax
revenues).  I'm on the fence and still looking for better information.  While I can
see some economic positives, there seem to be many downsides, and neither
side presents a clear picture of what to expect.  Seems like much of the actual
wealth adn even jobs will go to the oil centers of US (TX, OK etc.)

Aug 26, 2011 4:15 PM

251 The USGS's most recent report indicates that the recoverable reserves are
only~20% of the previous estimates and is therefore not nearly as lucrative a
venture as anticipated. Also, the maps commonly used to show the prevalence
of the Marcellus Shale in NY exaggerates its extent the important factors are
NOT the area of the shale, but the volume, porosity, etc. NYS has a small gas
reserve in comparison to other states and would therefore be better served
economically by delaying development. Looking at the production curves for gas
wells, it is readily apparent that production drops precipitously in the first several
years. After one year a typical well drops below 20% productivity; after four
years, it's below 5%. The Marcellus Shale will not provide a sustainable
economic infrastructure, it will only provide benefit on the short term (maybe 30
years). Instead of building an economic system and recovery upon a resource
(gas) that will be depleted in a matter of decades, essentially kicking the can
down the road, we should expend our efforts upon developing a system that will
provide consistent stability and success in the coming decades.Thus, the most
economically viable strategy would be to focus development strategies upon a
sustainable system avoiding natural gas resource development for years until
PA, WV, etc have already developed and depleted their gas deposits. Waiting to

Aug 26, 2011 4:02 PM
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develop gas resources will, most likely, result in greater economic benefit if for
no other reason than energy prices will continue to rise, especially after the
Marcellus reserves are depleted.

252 It is all too dangerous with the lack of studies and information to allow it to be in
New York, period.

Aug 26, 2011 3:55 PM

253 ridiculous idea that has no support except from gas industry -- GOOO HOME! Aug 26, 2011 3:49 PM

254 What makes this area great is the clean, calm lifestyle here. Shale development
will destroy not only the local environment and water (which other companies
need too), but also the community. Just the worst thing. It also does not produce
lasting local jobs - the situation in PA has already proven that.

Aug 26, 2011 3:42 PM

255 This needs to be the strongest area to be involved in at this time because it is
going to be the quickest area to create jobs etc. Also if we get cheaper energy in
the area businesses will follow automatically.

Aug 26, 2011 3:16 PM

256 there is huge potential for gas exploration and economic gains. Aug 26, 2011 3:13 PM

257 If natural gas is exploited in a sensibly regulated fashion, it could provide a huge
boost to farmers, government tax revenues, and others.

Aug 26, 2011 2:54 PM

258 Drill ASAP.  The regs are way more than adequate and the safe track record is
very very good.  The rewards outweigh the risks big time on this issue.

Aug 26, 2011 2:36 PM

259 This list is a little better - at least focued in one general area so I could express
an opinion - except of course I'm not sure what a 'balanced strategy' means.

Aug 26, 2011 2:00 PM

260 We are missing a huge opportunity here! Aug 26, 2011 1:52 PM

261 Vocal, zealous opponents of natural gas are taking over any discussions of
issues. A few make themselves heard over the voices of others to make their
positions dominant.

Aug 26, 2011 1:33 PM

262 We cannot allow or encourage fossil fuels any longer.  They promote global
warming, greenhouse gasses, and foul the air.   We don't have time for a
"transition" to green energy.  We need to simply finance and build wind, solar
and geothermal systems now.  End all fossil fuel development, exploration and
usage.   Electric cars for local travel and light rail and heavy rail for all other
transport is the only option for the next 100 years.

Aug 26, 2011 1:12 PM

263 This is a no brainer.  This is the single most best thing that NY state has to
eliminating its debt and lowering taxes for all its citizens while creating the most
jobs in the state as a whole.

Aug 26, 2011 12:44 PM

264 Safe and Sound development of gas exploration should be a main focus.
Upstate NYS has been depressed for DECADES - let's take advantage of this
natural resource - safely - and help out our workers/farmers/elderly.

Aug 26, 2011 12:36 PM

265 we need jobs.just look at pa.how well they are doing.This has dragged on for to
long please drill already our country is falling apart .

Aug 26, 2011 12:15 PM

266 Safety and environment issues with gas extraction will continue to be difficult to Aug 26, 2011 12:10 PM
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resolve. Those people who will benefit will support, those not will not support and
accept the risk. Need a way to show all benefit of gas extraction to all.

267 Any disruption no matter how far below the surface affects the surface! These
companies make billions at the expense of local communities.

Aug 26, 2011 11:58 AM

268 Fossil fuel is a poison that is  best left in the earth. Aug 26, 2011 11:55 AM

269 Finalize the SGEIS and start allowing hydrofracking / drilling. into the Utica and
Marcellus.

Aug 26, 2011 11:48 AM

270 This is not a long term strategy and has a growing negative image nationally. It
will be hard to draw people/workers to the area with this happening. Certainly it
is in conflict with the national trend towards organic farming and "green" type
business growth. It will leave the area with the image as a gas producing region.

Aug 26, 2011 11:29 AM

271 Well, if it's "safe," sure.  Really?  That's just begging the question.  And the
phrase "balanced strategy" is tendentious.  Why, who could be against
"balance"?  It's all a matter of what weight you put on cash in hand vs. clean
water and air and the rural landscape.  Different people will balance those things
differently, including a reasonable assessment that there's no role for shale-gas
extraction, while others see the balance differently.  To label extraction as part of
a "balanced strategy" is to foreclose debate.

Aug 26, 2011 11:29 AM

272 WE NEED TO MOVE ON THIS ASAP. OUR ECONOMY NEEDS IT !!! Aug 26, 2011 11:24 AM

273 Natural Gas is the only option at this point. NY needs to drill safely now! No more
moritoriums, no more wasting time. Set down the regulations and drill baby drill!
It is the landowners of this area's only hope. If this doesn't happen I personally
will lose my land along with many other landowners I know. Taxes are
unbelievably high, look at all of the homes up for foreclosure. We can't take
anymore of this waiting we need to drill to save our farms for future generations
.So that the locals will stay that way, not over run with folks from NYC and NJ.
They are the only ones with money these days so they buy all of our land and we
have to move away because we can't afford to live here.

Aug 26, 2011 11:24 AM

274 The only reason I have not marked "Strongly" is the importance of extracting gas
safely so there is minimal environmental harm. If I was sure that there would be
signicant harm to the environment, I would have marked "Strongly Disagree"

Aug 26, 2011 11:22 AM

275 As stated before, NG is our only hope to kick-start the local economic turn-
around.

Aug 26, 2011 11:12 AM

276 This is utterly incompatible with #1 and will destroy property values Aug 26, 2011 11:10 AM

277 The tax revenues created would spread relief across the board. Aug 26, 2011 10:59 AM

278 THIS IS THE ONLY THING THAT CAN BRING THE BIGGEST JUMP START
AND LONG-TERM HELP OUR STATE DESPERATELY NEEDS.  It's been over
3 years since our state halted drilling.  We are ready to do it safely - bring it on.

Aug 26, 2011 10:53 AM

279 Being "NATURAL RESOURSES", it is necessary to tap them to ease the
burdens on not just NY'rs but the entire country as a whole!

Aug 26, 2011 10:41 AM
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280 This will ruin the area economically- get real! Aug 26, 2011 10:36 AM

281 This is the 500-ton elephant in the room.  It would literally be insane for
government to spend scarce resources promoting tourism, or farming, or high-
tech, while working against this largely privately funded opportunity.

Aug 26, 2011 10:33 AM

282 we need jobs and this would be a big job producer.the more delays the more
people move out of new york state.we give your jobs to pa or ohio.

Aug 26, 2011 10:13 AM

283 To NOT develop the natural gas industry would be to watch the Southern Tier
continue to loose jobs, population decline, taxes to escalate, businesses close
and/or leave.

Aug 26, 2011 10:11 AM

284 I believe it is the landowners right to sell it's mineral right's.gas well's have been
drilled for 40 plus years and up until 3 years ago no one had heard of fracking or
problems associated with it.we need to let the people who are trained make the
decisions and not groups who may have hidden agenda's decide what is best
and for the people from new york city they should be worrying about the lead
contamination in thier 100 year old buildings plumbing instead of worrying about
water from hundreds of miles away

Aug 26, 2011 10:08 AM

285 we have already missed out on a huge oppurtunity to develop our land.I only
hope this can be approved quickly and the gas companies don't just walk away
from ny as many of them already have.

Aug 26, 2011 10:08 AM

286 Fossil-fuel-based industries and developments are almost literally a dinosaur. By
definition, those enterprises are short-term only. Rather, invest in regional and
site-based renewable energy sources.

Aug 26, 2011 10:06 AM

287 THIS WOULD BE A MISTAKE of the highest order. Aug 26, 2011 10:06 AM

288 finally. ng is a classic example of why ny is in trouble. it is being done in every
other state as ny dithers and holds landowners hostage as we sell mineral rights
for pennies because of excessive taxes. and over regulation.

Aug 26, 2011 10:02 AM

289 The DEC has done it's job, so lets stop dragging our feet. Aug 26, 2011 9:53 AM

290 Let's leave it for other areas Aug 26, 2011 9:49 AM

291 This is the magic bullet. We have to act now. A pipeline is needed immediately. Aug 26, 2011 9:40 AM

292 There is a very loud minority in this region that will not accept that these actives
can be done safely. Development of this resource is absolutely necessary to
secure this areas future economic development.

Aug 26, 2011 9:36 AM

293 Already commented on this.  DRILL BABY DRILL Aug 26, 2011 9:33 AM

294 I am unconvinced this can be done safely. Aug 26, 2011 9:30 AM

295 This is the single best economic improvement solution because it will reduce our
nations energy costs while adding jobs (hopefully locally) and it will also
stimulate our engineers to solve problems in industry and in the colleges.

Aug 26, 2011 9:25 AM

296 The gas industry is the enormous elephant in the room, and it leaves no room for Aug 26, 2011 9:20 AM
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others.

297 I believe that any monies made from the natural gas industry would be beneficial
to this region and the state as a whole.  NY states needs to look at its overall
economic climate and do whatever is possible to reverse the loss of all
opportunities for growth.

Aug 26, 2011 9:19 AM

298 This should not be delayed any longer. Aug 26, 2011 9:10 AM

299 The more I read about it, the more I think the technology and regulations are not
good or strong enough to to this yet without ruining our other assets, especially
natural assets like water quality, agriculture, high-quality forests, etc.

Aug 26, 2011 8:52 AM

300 make it work for us not China. Aug 26, 2011 8:49 AM

301 NY has hit the geological jackpot.  To not take advantage of this gift to turn the
economy around in the lower tier would be a crime.

Aug 26, 2011 8:43 AM

302 let's be smart and let science and facts rule the day and not emotion. Aug 26, 2011 8:29 AM

303 Why has fracking been deemed "safe" for only some areas of the state but not
others.  Why aren't the Finger Lakes as important to protect as reservoirs in the
Catskills?  There should be a min distance from any stream, river that would
prevent drilling providing a buffer in case of spills.  Land owner should NOT be
FORCED into units - thaus allowing drilling in their area when they disagree.

Aug 26, 2011 8:16 AM

304 We are behind in this activity. I understand the environmenal concerns, however,
other areas have been doing an excellent job with little to no impact. Let's get
going on this now.

Aug 26, 2011 7:43 AM

305 However it is too shady an industry to trust.Our DEC isn't staffed enough to keep
up and we the taxpayers cannot afford to hire more.AND those drilling
companies cannot hire someone to overlook them.That's just stupid! Keep it in
PA.

Aug 26, 2011 7:17 AM

306 Extracting natural gas out of the Marcellus shale could hurt the economy, more
than help it. have to look at the long term effect this industry has on towns... may
start off in a boom, end as a ghost town.

Aug 25, 2011 10:28 PM

307 While this may present some short-term economic benefits, I believe the region
is better served by focusing on alternative energy solutions.  This is an area
where the university connection can assist in fostering the development of cost-
effective energy alternatives.

Aug 25, 2011 9:43 PM

308 We need this Industry. to pass it up will be economical suicide. Forget about the
misinformation that is preached and listen to the experts, the goelogist, the
hydrologist, the scientist and the physisist. They all agree that NY has the best
regulations and that we should move forward with the industry

Aug 25, 2011 9:43 PM

309 AT Last!! This is the industry at our doorstep! Educate for,enable an industry
friendly business enviorment, Enable and encourage secondary businesses to
flurish. Selling LP gas produced in N.Y. is an natural and significant event. The
US can sell some of this resource to help balance international trade.
Significantly limit purchasing off shore oil ASAP. Sell our than surplus "dirty coal"

Aug 25, 2011 9:37 PM
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also of shore and significant profits to US companies continueing employment in
that industry. Cut use of diesel fules by converting the transport industry that
uses it to nat.gas a much cleaner fuel. The economy will benefit significantly over
the next 10 years as we transform the auto industry to and revamp filling stations
to service nat gas demand. Providors of education in the north east must enable
energy driven education ASAP.

310 This will change the southern tier for the better. Drive to Pa. and see for yourself.
The antis want it both ways, use a lot of energy but from someplace else. 1
billion dollars a day going overseas for oil!

Aug 25, 2011 9:19 PM

311 this is an area where the state has delayed what can be a great advantage for
the area - but has been delayed due to politics and not science has cost the loss
of lands to property owners and an increase in local taxes by failing to allow it to
proceed

Aug 25, 2011 8:37 PM

312 There is no "safe" exploration and extraction. There is just privatizing of the
profits accompanied by socialization of the social and economic costs. Mineral
extraction is a bad bargain for local communities and the regions where its
practiced. The profit goes elsewhere and to people and corporations with no
stake in local communities and which have histories of avoiding taxes and
responsibility for damages.

Aug 25, 2011 6:20 PM

313 New York can't blow this opportunity . The NIMBYS  are phonies, they will use
natural gas products that have been produced from any where on Earth, but they
say New York can not take part in the process. Bull chap!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Aug 25, 2011 6:11 PM

314 Operative word is "safe".  Does not seem safe now.  How do we make it safe? Aug 25, 2011 5:58 PM

315 If large-scale natural gas development could actually be done without
environmental degradation, there might be a stronger argument for this.  Even
more important, however, is to recognize that reliance on extractive industries
provides only short-term economic impacts, often with infrastructure damage
and/or development costs that can't be sustained.  This has been shown
everywhere where intense extractive industries have moved in.

Aug 25, 2011 5:29 PM

316 Notice the new EPA report. Seems possible that costs will outweigh the local
benefits.

Aug 25, 2011 5:19 PM

317 This is #1.  Enormous potential.  Obviously needs to be done safely, but that just
requires sufficient regulation.

Aug 25, 2011 5:14 PM

318 This is a dead end. It will only harm the industries we are trying to promote.
Property values will go down. Farms will be hurt. We have plenty of sustainable
industries we could promote including hydro-power and wind if we feel we need
to contribute to the generation of our own power. Going in this direction will be
catastrophic to the entire area. We stand to lose everything that is great, all for
possible short term gain.

Aug 25, 2011 3:00 PM

319 He who hesitates is..........and we have wasted enough time.  Everything in life
has some risk so accept that and get at it before we miss a golden opportunity!

Aug 25, 2011 2:48 PM

320 We need to be leaders in GREEN energy:  solar, wind & hydro! Aug 25, 2011 2:47 PM
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321 I do not believe gas drilling is safe and therefore not suitable for New York.
Further, when it can safely be done, I do not believe it belongs in areas where
tourism is a major industry -- i.e. the Catskills

Aug 25, 2011 2:41 PM

322 Do it.  Do it safely, use the lessons from Pennsylvania's early natural gas
industry, press gas companies to improve their processes (like using seawater to
frack), but let's do it already.

Aug 25, 2011 2:39 PM

323 This extremely dangerous process would yield short term money at a huge long
term cost--threatening everything we like about our region.

Aug 25, 2011 2:20 PM

324 I am more concerned with the environment and unforseen future consequences
of this practice than with the potential economic benefits.

Aug 25, 2011 1:51 PM

325 get drilling and you will see the jobs. Aug 25, 2011 1:12 PM

326 yeah, destroy the land and water, what kind of plan is that for improving the
place where we live?  this is the worst idea I have ever heard, sooooooo short-
sighted.

Aug 25, 2011 12:55 PM

327 The gas industry would provide a economic base for the local economies.  This
is what we should be focusing on.  There would be very little cost load
associated to the state for potential reward of the industry working here.

Aug 25, 2011 12:39 PM

328 No balanced strategy is possible since we do not know the risks that need to be
balanced. Gambling the essentials of life, without knowing the risks, is foolish.

Aug 25, 2011 12:20 PM

329 The sooner they start drilling the sooner we can work! Aug 25, 2011 12:06 PM

330 I do not believe that natural gas extraction is the best use of our natural
resources here in the Southern Tier. The industry will create a boom, which will
only lead to a bust. I have not heard any long-term plans from leadership about
how to take advantage of this resource for the betterment of the entire
community. I cannot state strongly enough that I would rather these leaders think
about the type of job that will keep my young son here in the ST in twenty years,
than continue down the natural gas path which can only lead us back to this
same place--where do we go from here?--when the wells have dried. Why is
there no push for solar or wind, which can provide infinitely more energy and
profit over the long term than NG, which is a limited resource.

Aug 25, 2011 11:59 AM

331 WE NEED THIS FOR OUR STATE & COUNTRY!!! Aug 25, 2011 11:47 AM

332 The gas industry will directly conflict with the opportunities of one and two in this
section and be the least sustainable way forward - economically and
environmentally.  For example, how do you attract tourists to the wine trails when
gas drilling will greatly increase traffic congestion throughout the region?  How
does it promote regional cohesiveness when a few individuals benefit, but entire
communities pay infrastructure, public health, and public safety costs?

Aug 25, 2011 11:44 AM

333 No fracking! Aug 25, 2011 10:54 AM

334 What better near term project is available? As I understand it, Gas wells last for
15-20 years and they are not going to drill them all at once. As I stated before.
DON'T let this become political. Look at the science, the regulations and do what

Aug 25, 2011 10:09 AM
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is necessary to bring these jobs in. Also, my guess is, the gas companies will
help us fix our roads!

335 Drilling will prove very harmful to the area in both the short and long run -- will
not add substantially to revenues or employment to the communities involved
and substantially hurt the existing education and tourist industries.

Aug 25, 2011 10:01 AM

336 "Safe exploration" is not possible with fracking, as Pennsylvania, Texas,
Arkansas, Ohio, Wyoming, and other states have found out.   Even strict
regulations would not be enough to control an inherently dangerous and
destructive process.  Ban fracking unless and until the drilling companies
develop a method that doesn't contaminate water and ruin land and make
communities unbearable to live in.

Aug 25, 2011 9:18 AM

337 This is the biggest possible boost to economic development in the Southern Tier
today. Its a gift to landowners, local govt, local business and the State.

Aug 25, 2011 8:18 AM

338 Hello You just tripped on to an economic boom for NY Aug 25, 2011 8:09 AM

339 Governmental obstruction of this unique area resource is unconcionable.  We
don't programs and central planning.  Get the roadblocks out of the way and let it
happen and we'll see the other factors mentioned to this point in the survey are
not relevant.

Aug 25, 2011 2:15 AM

340 The natural gas industry will ruin tourism, agriculture, our water resources, air
quality, and quality of lifestyle for those considering moving to the area.

Aug 25, 2011 12:32 AM

341 No gas storage in Watkings Glen!!!  This is a bad precedent.  See  previous
posts.  Tom

Aug 24, 2011 11:00 PM

342 We must ban this fracking activity from the state. BAN fracking and save our
water from pollution!!!!

Aug 24, 2011 10:35 PM

343 This is the key to the Southern Tier.  It will breath a new life in to a drained
economy.

Aug 24, 2011 10:34 PM

344 This is the single most important idea to develop this region Aug 24, 2011 9:56 PM

345 Gas drilling in the southern teir will turn everything around for all of NY and the
country, as well as new jobs (needed badly), nothing bad can come out of drilling
if its done right.

Aug 24, 2011 8:53 PM

346 Repeat of earlier comment.  The Marcellus (and quite possibly the Utica) are the
key to economic progress in the Southern Tier.

Aug 24, 2011 8:31 PM

347 The "moratorium" on this business in the midst of the worst recession in my
lifetime, is positively the dumbest (sorry, can't think of a better word) thing I've
ever seen a state do....it borders on criminal for those who've been left without
jobs because of it.

Aug 24, 2011 8:26 PM

348 Pass gas drilling now, it is our only real hope. Aug 24, 2011 8:18 PM

349 NY Natural Gas NOW is  CLEARLY the BEST Solution! Aug 24, 2011 8:06 PM
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350 There will never be "safe" exploration.  Do the research.  Tour in every state
where fracking occurs.  Stop following the piped piper of the industry.  NO to
LPG in Watkins Glen area - this will blow up in our face with grave
consequences.

Aug 24, 2011 6:40 PM

351 I am concerned about the destruction of our natural resources that won't be able
to be reclaimed once gone

Aug 24, 2011 5:14 PM

352 This is the perfect example of economic development that will leak out of the
community as fast as it can. A very limited number of locals will experience much
of value. What will we all get? Beware of the Louisiana syndrome _ extract from
Between Sea and Oil; “I can see if we made a deal with the devil for our land.
But show me the money!” The formula for Louisiana’s share of oil revenues is
complicated, but our share is considerably less than that of other states....While
many other states get 50 percent of their oil revenue, Louisiana kept none
generated outside six miles until a 2006 Congressional bill increased Louisiana’s
take to 37.5..." We are not even proposing to retain some of the gas for our own
use, tax it at even a nominal rate (let alone 50%)...And, although it has been
clearly demonstrated (see Elinor Ostrum, Governing the Commons) that local
oversight is critical to the management of the commons (think fisheries, water,
high alpine meadows for example)...we are conceding everything to the gas
companies....We all live around this commons and we are about to see it
exploited as if we were some third world country. We are risking our agriculture,
our tourism, our water, pretty much for the profit of the gas companies and their
investors can extract....not much value there as far as I can see

Aug 24, 2011 4:24 PM

353 I think that fracking here is too much, too soon.  Damage can be done that can't
ever be reversed.  We have too much beautiful and pristine land and waters to
throw them away for a quick buck.  I will vote NO to anyone who promotes
hydrofracturing.

Aug 24, 2011 4:13 PM

354 development of processing plants for natural gas liquids. promote the use of
natural gas as a fuel to operate trucks and cars

Aug 24, 2011 3:32 PM

355 In theory I'm not against responsible use of gas and other resources.  However, I
am horrified at the lack of accountability and regulations and the potential
destruction of this beautiful area and the degradation of precious water supplies
that will probably result if gas companies are allowed to invade the Southern
Tier.

Aug 24, 2011 3:31 PM

356 The idea of "safe" really needs to be further explored.  there are too many issues
with hyrdrofracking and I am not sure that truly safe methods of extraction exist!

Aug 24, 2011 3:21 PM

357 Energy independance is vital to our survival and well being.  This must be a
priority in the next few years.

Aug 24, 2011 3:17 PM

358 Yes! Yes yes yes yes! Aug 24, 2011 2:56 PM

359 Absolutely not. Aug 24, 2011 2:44 PM

360 By its nature, fossil fuel extraction is not safe. Most dangers are managed most
of the time, but that isn't good enough when public and ecosystem health and
safety are at stake. The industrialization that would occur with this development
is incompatible with the residential, agricultural, wilderness nature of the

Aug 24, 2011 2:26 PM
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Southern Tier.   The Millennium Pipeline is a good illustration of the dangers of
the industry and its propensity for cutting corners to make more profit. This new
pipeline has already had an emergency repair that caused it to be shut down and
cut off heat to our area in January. It is now operating at reduced pressure while
a permanent plan to fix it is made. How are we residents supposed to feel about
the prospect of thousands of wells with compressor stations and pipelines and
other processing facilities when the one big pipeline we already have is faulty?
There is no way I would trust using the salt mines for storage when they can't
even safely build a pipeline. Yet the industry insists they are operating safely,
until they get caught or have an accident, when they say that they don't need
more regulation because now they have learned a lesson and will operate more
safely in the future. Or they deny responsibility.  Or they put gag orders on
people who have filed claims in exchange for bringing them water.  If we allow
massive gas drilling to take place, we will lose population because we will
destroy our quality of life, which is our biggest draw.

361 Protection of the water and land resources must be paramount in allowing
development.  Not mentioned is the increased danger to drivers from the 'horrific'
increase of heavy truck traffic that will occur.  Whatever we do to increase
tourism will be negated totally if the local roads become unsafe to travel as they
have in PA.

Aug 24, 2011 2:17 PM

362 Not under current technology.  As someone who's water supply was f*cked by
gas drillers, I assure you this ISN'T the answer.

Aug 24, 2011 1:41 PM

363 The wording in this section is biased and betrays little understanding of the
industry.

Aug 24, 2011 1:25 PM

364 I think "safe" is the key word above that is unanswered, and the various impacts
of fracking (Environment/Health/Economic) will likely not be fully understood
anytime soon.

Aug 24, 2011 1:22 PM

365 We need to curtail our glut for foreign oil.  However, there seems to be a
negative movement for almost any alternative.  Nothing is 100% safe but we
need to explore the options and keep looking for more and provide the
alternatives at a relative cost so it will encourage use.

Aug 24, 2011 1:18 PM

366 Agree only if taxed and the revenue is invested in the local area being affected! Aug 24, 2011 1:09 PM

367 With the State's new dgeis only about 20% of our county will be allowed to have
drilling.  It is critical to our businesses in the Susquehana basin.

Aug 24, 2011 12:14 PM

368 They said it was safe to drill in the Gulf, too.  We need clean water for all the
other initiatives.

Aug 24, 2011 11:55 AM

369 Allowing the gas industry in will ruin our state and all it's natural resources.  It will
be just a matter of time.

Aug 24, 2011 11:45 AM

370 I did not choose an answer above--see comment.  Natural Gas development in
any of it’s forms is not an option for any part of New York state.  We have a
unique geographic region that will not safely support this type of development of
energy.  And, it is a short term, finite answer to our energy needs.   We need
vision, planning and input from every source and all players that buy into the
solutions to the problems we face. [The key word being “buy”]  We need honesty

Aug 24, 2011 11:26 AM
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and a government that admits they need our help.  Faith has been lost in both
directions and it is time to sit down and take a breath and face our problems
together and trust that every player has the best intentions to reach new heights
and to be daring and courageous in taking the steps to address these issues so
that they do not continue to haunt us year after year.

371 This is a delicate issue that seems to need much research on before proceeding.
Seems best to explore renewable and alterative energy sources and move away
from natural gas

Aug 24, 2011 11:19 AM

372 My only disagreement is in the reasoning and discussion that surrounds this
development.  This is still a finite resource and it has many future public
consequences.  It does not carry with it "energy independence" since most
imported energy from unstable states is in fuels basically used in transportation,
It will come to an end in our dependants future.  And, we don't know the extent of
the damage to our bioshpere.  I do not say "no" to the development but all these
cost must be taken into account and paid into a public, escrow account on an
ogoing basis.

Aug 24, 2011 11:15 AM

373 Develop safe and effective sustainable energy. Aug 24, 2011 10:51 AM

374 Pursuit of this option as an economic development strategy endangers many
other economic development pathways and our overall quality of life. This
includes threats to one of our greatest strengths, local/sustainable agriculture
and tourism. Turning our landscape into an industrial extraction zone for short
term boom profits seems simply irrational when viewed from a larger, more long
term perspective that focuses on capacity building.

Aug 24, 2011 10:41 AM

375 This still needs to be monitored carefully, and I would like to see a portion of the
proceeds funnelled to the counties that are tapped for this resouce in the form of
money to improve roads, and support parks and clean water.

Aug 24, 2011 10:40 AM

376 We just have to reasonable but diligent in our regulation and inspection so we do
not ruin what we have. We have to make assure that we ,as a  State & citizens,
get value for our assets. We also should make sure we develop for the future not
boom & bust. We should developing industries around the  extraction not
resource extraction .We must be willing to be long range in our development

Aug 24, 2011 10:39 AM

377 This is absolutely the wrong direction!!!!!! Your question assumes that gas
development is the only way - showing your bias - Shame on you.   Continuing
dependence on fossil fuels will only  hasten environmental and economic
disaster. The focus needs to be on sustainable green alternative energy
development that will create new and ongoing jobs for our area without
destroying it. For our area, the potential loss of all other important sectors -
farming, local organic food production, wine industry, tourism, recreation
retirement and vacation homes and supports, etc., are all at risk and sustaining
and growing them far out weighs gas industry inflated potential benefits.  The
data elsewhere (in all non gas industry sponsored studies) shows clearly that
gas exploration, production and the associated massive single industry
development  brings massive profits to gas companies and a few land owners
and boom-bust local economy and leaves an environmental and infrastructure
mess in its wake.

Aug 24, 2011 10:19 AM

378 There is no safe extraction via hydrofracking. It will endanger both the wine and Aug 24, 2011 10:04 AM
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farming sector and undermine the tourism sector. It is not worth the paltry return
of a few years of economic enterprise. Why not develop alternative energy
sources such as wind and solar now instead of waiting 20 years for the gas to
run out?

379 NOT the right path. Aug 24, 2011 10:04 AM

380 Fossil fuels are an addiction that must end.  We need to develop sustainable
energy sources in New York (solar, wind, geothermal, tidal, etc.).  Fracking can
not be permitted if we want our State to have a future.

Aug 24, 2011 9:57 AM

381 We should ban or heavily regulate fracking, since it puts our water supply at risk
and since tourism and organic farming are very important in our economy (and
can be expanded).

Aug 24, 2011 9:33 AM

382 See previous comments Aug 24, 2011 8:46 AM

383 This would be a BIG Mistake.   Any investment in fossil fuel exploitation is deeply
short-sighted and will only put us in the energy boom & bust cycle we've seen
before.

Aug 24, 2011 8:17 AM

384 Huge opportunity being lost here due to mostly false Eco propaganda. PA seems
to be doing fine with nat gas exploration.

Aug 24, 2011 8:11 AM

385 What is the hurry?   Why is gas production being pushed when there is a surplus
of this on the market? What is the hurry?   TRYING TO PULL A FAST ONE,
TRYING TO PULL A FAST ONE, TRYING TO PULL A FAST...

Aug 24, 2011 7:53 AM

386 While we do have energy challenges, the exploration of gas energy has
polorized our communities. Other alternatives (including the reduction of energy
consumption) should be explored along with gas in an attempt to reduce the
conflict around this topic. The development of gas and its infrastrucutre has
potential for damage to communites and quality of life. This needs to be
balanced more carefully than it already has been.

Aug 24, 2011 7:44 AM

387 This is ridiculous. Everywhere that the gas industry has drilled there is endemic
pollution of water and air. Problems abound, the industry has zero incentive to
address them, and the local population suffers. Look at Texas and Wyoming,
and in NY there would be no taxing and no oversight. A total disaster.
Misinformation abounds and our water and air are at risk.No, no no no no.

Aug 24, 2011 12:47 AM

388 Ban all activities related to hydro fracking because it is not compatible with
development of the Southern Tier business environment and will cause
irreparable damage to the area.

Aug 23, 2011 9:23 PM

389 This industry is in direct conflict with the quality of life we all live here for. Aug 23, 2011 9:06 PM

390 Development of M. Shale and other extractive energy production is not
compatible with many other economic development strategies.  It will adversely
impact a wide range of both traditional and emerging economic activity.  The
commission should not kid itself that this activity is compatible with others.  I was
planning on retiring in this region but in anticipation of the gas rush will be
looking to New England for retirement -

Aug 23, 2011 7:24 PM
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391 As a landowner and conservationist, I find I am very conflicted regarding gas
drilling.  I fear environmental degradation, and  disruption of community
cohesion.  Realistically, drilling will happen, and may be fiscally beneficial to the
state, but the average citizen may well be bypassed.  Promises of lower property
taxes seem always elusive in actual practice.  The risk  that we will experience
many negative results from fracking with water and little benefit to our rural
communities should  cause us to proceed with caution and intelligence.  And
transparancy, an attribute rarely associated with the gas/oil industry.  Citizens
are right to mistrust that gas companies and government agencies have their
interests "at heart".    One can hardly believe that strong regulation will be
enforced.  Big money most always brings greed and corruption.  Will we see the
gas industry owning politicians and writing legislation?  Difficult not to be
skeptical.  The relevant planning agencies need to show the citizens of the state
just exactly what benefit they can expect to experience with the introduction of
the gas industry into their communities.

Aug 23, 2011 7:08 PM

392 gas drilling and safety are opposites.  there is no 'balanced strategy' when we
consider only what the industry tells us. storing  LP in mines would be a disaster,
esp in that location.  if we want to keep our agriculture and tourism, we cannot
have drilling.

Aug 23, 2011 6:20 PM

393 Give the DEC the money it needs to create the necessary regulations and the
people to enforce them so we can have safe drilling for gas. Create a proper
watch dog agency.

Aug 23, 2011 6:10 PM

394 Not if fracking will negatively impact our region's most important resources: clean
air, clean water, beautiful soils and agriculture. Imagine what our grandchildren
will be saying about us if we got a short term infusion of cash that then left this
region in a horrible situation economically and permanently contaminated.
Haven't we learned anything in the rust belt from our industrial past? The only
sane development strategy considers future generations and makes a serious
and long term investment in our agriculture, regional food system businesses
and higher educational institutions etc..

Aug 23, 2011 5:10 PM

395 Critical to use this plan for development of a safe plan. Aug 23, 2011 5:01 PM

396 No frackin' way! Aug 23, 2011 4:33 PM

397 I don't know enough about this to form an opinion at this point. My concern
based on what you read and hear is that there are many horror stories about
what has happened to areas and individuals where drilling has started. We
suggest trying to sell our ag and tourism however the drilling potentially has
harmful (if not destructive) effects on both. If/when this issue is fully explored and
it isn't only advocated for by those who stand to make a lot of money and
opposed by those who don't and all of the precaution and regulations have been
fully developed then this may be worth more consideration. Another example is
the Millennium Pipeline....supposedly build safe but now there is concern that
there are many safety issues with it as it is decaying underground.

Aug 23, 2011 4:26 PM

398 The potential risks of Shale gas development do not come close to the small and
short term benefits.  Extraction of this fossil fuel will result in serious
environmental damage that will end up costing NY more in the long term.
Furthermore, it will result in the loss of highly educated or skilled residents
because this area of NY will no longer be attractive as a place to live, this will

Aug 23, 2011 4:21 PM
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further limit long term economic development.  In fact, I will move away from this
area if Marcellus shale drilling occurs.  Preventing drilling is probably the single
most important thing that can be done for the long term economic development
of NY.

399 Too many problems already surfacing in PA. Aug 23, 2011 4:15 PM

400 Gas drilling in the Marcellus Shale would destroy the region in many ways.
Among other negative impacts, independent academic research shows that
areas that encourage extractive industries end up with the highest levels of long-
term poverty.

Aug 23, 2011 3:51 PM

401 The gas will be there for a long time.  Let's not screw up the whole region by
rushing into this.  There is no shortage of N.G. in North America; the
corporations wish to rush in and ship it overseas or to make plastics out of it.

Aug 23, 2011 3:05 PM

402 At present I disagree with move to develop this resource - I don't believe that
with current technology and regulatory structure it can be done without serious
threat to our fresh water resources.  With better technology and regulation,
would be desirable for many reasons, but for now I am skeptical.

Aug 23, 2011 2:47 PM

403 This is the chance to change the course of our economic future Aug 23, 2011 2:33 PM

404 This is a dead end strategy that will turn us into a dead end region, killing and
crowding out the agriculture, tourism, wine-making, organics, etc that are
genuinely sustainable.  It is a boom industry that dies once the production phase
ends.It DOES NOT CREATE MANY JOBS; PA has seen fewer that 10,00 NEW
jobs created in more than a year, despite outlandish industry claims.  The good
paying jobs go to Texans and the locals get to drive trucks. Fracking pollutes the
air, water and land.Despite regulation there are innumerable leaks, spills and
releases of toxics into the environment, which becomes and industrial wasteland.
It polarizes communities, and would never allow the region to work together in a
unified manner (see current polling which shows an extremely divided view of
fracking). It benefits only a few landowners and gas companies, while burdening
the rest of the area with trucks, decreased property values, poor health, pollution
and the costs for infrastructure, medical and emergencies,  It privatizes the
profits and socializes the costs.

Aug 23, 2011 2:30 PM

405 YYYEEESSSS - allow gas drilling in New York!!! Please and do it soon. We
need this type of Major play to make any impact on us. We need to stop being
the most conservative area in the nation and give things a go. We need to
embrace productivity. We need to join the 21st century.

Aug 23, 2011 2:17 PM

406 What are we waiting for!  We can not let the same thing that happend to wind
power happen to this tremendous resource.  Do not listen to the propaganda!
The Nazis in WWII were very goo d at this and look how long it took to get
involved ther and a what a terrible cost!

Aug 23, 2011 2:13 PM

407 Public should be made aware of all the consequences of this industry over the
next 5-10 years.

Aug 23, 2011 1:50 PM

408 We can put a man on the moon, yet we are claiming we cannot drill into the
ground without  leakage. This industry would be a boom to all communities.
Where it is allowed unemployment rate is almost nothing and the rets of the

Aug 23, 2011 1:34 PM
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areas are at 9% or better.

409 There are people who don't want drilling, storage or transpotation of gas.  Yet
they want low cost fuel and energy.

Aug 23, 2011 1:31 PM

410 This sort of industrial development will damage our areas appeal for tourism and
damage our natural resources.

Aug 23, 2011 1:18 PM

411 I don't believe any oil / gas / nuclear option can be safely pursued. Sooner or
later the profit-motive will cause un-safe practices which can have catastrophic
results!

Aug 23, 2011 12:48 PM

412 This is the ONLY strategy that can provide significant improvement within the
five-year timeframe. Appropriate taxation of the resource will help provide the
funds for overall infrastructure improvements and seed money for longer-range
strategies.

Aug 23, 2011 12:38 PM

413 The natural gas industry has used unethical landsman to convince people to sell
mineral rights on their property (I've been visited by them, and heard their lines).
They have not proven the process to be safe or good for the social or natural
environment - visit Pennsylvania and see the changes in that largely rural state.
This natural gas comes with a big carbon footprint, and should not be accessed
with the existing technology.  It isn't going anywhere, and lets save it for a time
when we have better ways to remove it, and we may need it more.  Our clean
water, air, and soil are more important.  Natural gas is great for cooking and can
provide heat and propel vehicles, but there are alternatives for all of those - our
solar panels can do all for example.  However, I can't decontaminate water or
soil or air as easily, if at all. I don't trust the companies who want to remove the
natural gas from the Marcellus Shale to do it with our best interests in mind.

Aug 23, 2011 12:15 PM

414 Natural Gas is a temporary stimulus to our economy, at best.  And, without the
trained workforce in place, we won't even derive the greatest benefit from its
employment potential.  However, the threat to our water, and consequently to
our agriculture makes it an irrational choice.  Agriculture has the potential, if
properly supported, to continuously support our economy for generations to
come.  This cannot be said about Natural Gas Extraction.

Aug 23, 2011 12:12 PM

415 I agree becasue we MUST deal with this; I have grave doubts about the will of
government to adequately plan for the effects, regulate the activitiies, and ensure
that those profiting from the indusrty pay its short and longterm costs.

Aug 23, 2011 12:06 PM

416 I agree, if it is done right. Without proper planning and preparation, the area will
be set up for a boom and bust situation. The focus should be on utilizing existing
infrastructure first. Creating new infrastructure will result in more abandoned
infrastructure, exacerbating the existing problem, after the gas industry is done
with it's work in the area. Don't forget the lessons learned from the loss of
industry in the 90's.

Aug 23, 2011 12:06 PM

417 I think drilling is inevitable but it would be good if there could be some
authoritative answer to safety and environmental protection and/or accountability
of companies.

Aug 23, 2011 11:56 AM

418 Biggest economic opportunity of several generations. Aug 23, 2011 11:53 AM
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419 This will devastate the area, permanently degrade the quality of life, compromise
public health on a massive scale, cause irreparable environmental disasters,
distort local infrastructure needs, and provide only temporary benefits.

Aug 23, 2011 11:47 AM

420 NO! This is counter-intuitive to everything we have to offer. If this avenue is
allowed to be explored it will devastate anything else this area can provide. It will
render the entire area useless for any long-term sustainable economic
development. It is short-sighted and focused on the monetary gains of a few,
with total disregard for the majority of the people's welfare, both financially and
health-wise.

Aug 23, 2011 11:43 AM

421 This shouldn't even be an option. There is no such thing as safe exploration or
drilling. The millenium pipeline is a good example of this, recently it made the
news for dangerous and nearly undetectable gas leaks. I'm not sure what part of
this people consider safe.

Aug 23, 2011 11:34 AM

422 This is simply too big an opportunity to pass up.  We need to take advantage of
this.

Aug 23, 2011 11:34 AM

423 I am opposed to the kind of drilling developed in the last 2 decades (HVHF) aka
fracking. It will make us sick and destroy agriculture and tourism, leaving us
much poorer than we are now.

Aug 23, 2011 11:19 AM

424 Fracking is completely incompatible with farming, tourism, wineries, and most
other businesses. To use the salt mines for gas storage will destroy the Finger
Lakes tourism businesses. Why invite thousands of diesel trucks in every day,
spewing their noxious fumes? It's a danger to our roadways, our air, our water,
and our way of life.

Aug 23, 2011 11:07 AM

425 Very controversial subject.  Obviously safe is number one, but sustainable,
sensible growth is also important, not "come and and take over approach".

Aug 23, 2011 11:05 AM

426 There is no such thing as "safe" exploration and extraction of natural gas via
hydraulic fracturing. The process uses far too many carcinogenic chemicals to
be considered safe. The fact that in some cases over half of these chemicals are
left underground should be enough to indicate that this process is not safe.
Using salt mines to store the gas or byproducts of drilling will surely lead to
further groundwater contamination than that which will result from the process in
the first place. The Southern Tier does not need another pipeline. It needs
investment in clean energy sources that will take us away from fossil fuels, not
investment in a dangerous process that will contaminate the groundwater and
soil, destroy infastructure of roads and bridges due to heavy truck traffic, and
turn all the fresh water sources in the area into unusable chemically-laden
puddles.

Aug 23, 2011 10:56 AM

427 Suggest county referenda on fracking. Those that choose it can reap the
rewards and messes. Those that demur can watch and await maturation of
fracking and all the other natural gas activities.

Aug 23, 2011 10:54 AM

428 Need to provide benefit to local communities via tax and heating/energy usage
credits for gas being removed from the area to benefit business(es) elsewhere.
This includes those businesses involved with the production and transportation
of product.

Aug 23, 2011 10:48 AM
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429 I am mortified that Walmart Glen is going to further obliterate it's waterfront with
a gas storage facility. I am considering actively supporting politicians who resist
the industrialization of the Finger lakes Region.

Aug 23, 2011 10:40 AM

430 Sounds nice if there is a realistic solution to preserve drinking water, land for
agriculture etc.

Aug 23, 2011 10:32 AM

431 No natural gas drilling should be allowed in the Finger Lakes region under any
curcumstances! Just the possibility of drilling has had a detrimental impact on
reale estate values.But more importantly  the devastation it would cause to the
farming, winery and tourist industries would in the end leave the Finger Lakes a
waste land. Who would buy wine that was grown and produced near a gas
drilling site?

Aug 23, 2011 10:32 AM

432 If extraction of natural gas from Marcellus Shale was safe, why did the
companies see the need to lobby to exclude hydrofracking from so many
regulations in the Federal Energy Policy Act in 2005? Do people in the Southern
Tier want to have to pay for cleaning up another Love Canal, or worse? Also,
being excluded from environmental regulation didn't save Kodak! Don't be fooled
-- hydrofracking is not safe. Period.

Aug 23, 2011 10:30 AM

433 there is no safe way to hydrofrack Aug 23, 2011 9:56 AM

434 There is no safe resources extraction. So yes the development of natural gas
extraction is definitely an obstacle to sustainable regional development.

Aug 23, 2011 9:42 AM

435 Absoulotely NOT!!!! Gas FRACKING will KILL everything we try to do that is
good for Southern Tier and FRACKING will bring heavy INDUSTRIALIZATION
and destroy the sustainable businesses as well as destroy eco-tourism, wineries,
agri-tourism, etc. FRACKING is 100% inconsistent with everything GOOD we
are doing now and need to be doing!!!

Aug 23, 2011 9:28 AM

436 Natural gas is NOT a part of a clean energy future. Hydraulic fracturing is a filthy
process that endangers our most important resources: water, clean air, and soil.
The potential for devastation far outweighs any potential benefit. The facts of
drilling in other states speak much louder than the industry lies.  They lie about
the amount of gas present in the Marcellus deposit, they lie about the safety,
they lie about gas being clean, they lie about jobs, it goes on and on. If the
process CAN be done safely - why isn't it already being done safely in other
states?

Aug 23, 2011 8:49 AM

437 There is no such thing as safe extraction of natural gas. Humans cannot control
geology, nor safeguard against accidents and/or disaster. The risks are not
worth the reward. Even investors believe there is not as much NG in the
Marcellus Shale as gas and oil companies claim to the public. Keep
hydrofracking OUT of NYS.

Aug 23, 2011 8:43 AM

438 Just have to have a transparent process and do it safely. Aug 23, 2011 8:43 AM

439 very strongly disagree Aug 23, 2011 8:23 AM

440 There is no "safe exploration, and extraction". We should be promoting clean
renewable technologies like wind, solar and water.  In addition we must have a
strong, clear push on energy and resource conservation. It's more than time for

Aug 23, 2011 8:03 AM
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us to learn to use resources with respect, rather than gluttonously.

441 Gas fracking/drilling is a short-term pseudo "fix" for the economy that will profit a
few--mainly the gas industry, and destroy vast areas of the environment.  Not to
mention the long-term health problems that have already occurred in other gas
drilling parts of the county and will occur here.  We need to develope other
energy sources, some that other countries have been using already--they are
LIGHT YEARS ahead of us in this area!!!

Aug 23, 2011 7:57 AM

442 This has no long-term benefit to my community.  It will create chaotic and
unsustainable development and then then the gas is all extracted the region with
left with nothing but a big mess for generations to live with - I for one do not want
to be known as the greedy generation the screwed over later generations for
short-term gain!

Aug 23, 2011 7:33 AM

443 Forget about exploiting/exploring non-renewable resources; too much irreparable
damage has already been committed over the last 200 years.  Get serious about
solar, wind and other forms of renewable energy.  Why continue to destroy the
only place in the universe we have to live?

Aug 23, 2011 6:24 AM

444 There is no safe extraction of natural gas, no safe way to store gas in salt mines,
and we should stop using LP gas and diesel fuel. The Millenium Pipeline should
be phased out. These things are criminal, will be/are hurting the average person,
and should be banned throughout the region and state. Renewable energy and
conservation should be the focus. Greed and ignorance are the only two reasons
people are in favor or developing shale gas. Government should be smarter than
to fall for this, but it's not.

Aug 23, 2011 1:07 AM

445 The only way I will become a supporter of natural gas exploration is if they begin
using liquified gas to frack with instead of toxic chemicals that will poison the
land forever.

Aug 22, 2011 11:26 PM

446 SAFE is the key word.  We must find a way to do this without putting the water
supply at risk.  The Universities should be involved in researching a new process
safer than fracking.

Aug 22, 2011 11:00 PM

447 "Fracking" is an environmental/economic disaster just waiting to happen in a
totally inadequately regulated situation.  What makes the Finger Lakes special
could easily be lost forever. This question should never have been posed in this
biased form.

Aug 22, 2011 10:00 PM

448 This not a good fit with existing regional marketing strengths, it extremely risky
from an enviromental standpoint, and is plainly wrongheaded in direction for our
unique region. We should NOT be the northeastern hub for gas storage and
distribution (Inergy). We really need to be leary about fracturing the entire
region's substrata of rock. In short, this may be a deal with the Devil.

Aug 22, 2011 9:54 PM

449 DO NOT DRILL HERE!!!!!  Any short term gain will result in long term
devastation for the region.

Aug 22, 2011 9:53 PM

450 There is NO safe way to extract natural gas - just ask all the people whose wells
are poisoned and whose rural communities have been turned into industrial
wastelands.  I am a large landowner and I refuse to do business with these
companies.  Their only concern is to make money, not to help our region and

Aug 22, 2011 9:48 PM
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certainly not to address the energy crisis.

451 I work in Northern PA and the destruction and upheavel to all aspects of the
community is frightening - the health concerns, the roads, the impact on the local
economy that people are getting kicked out of their rentals in order for the
properties to be rented at a higher return to the drilling people, not to mention the
destruction to the land and the methane in the water. It's a bad idea....

Aug 22, 2011 9:45 PM

452 HAVE LAWS/RULES/REGS IN PLACE THAT PROTECT THE ENVIRONMENT;
TAKE LESSONS LEARNED FROM OTHER STATES REGARDING THIS
INDUSTRY...DON'T MAKE THESE MISTAKES THAT COMPOUND
PROBLEMS

Aug 22, 2011 9:45 PM

453 This for me is a no brainer. Develop alternative sources of energy locally. More
incentives for solar hot water and electric would help bring costs down for
homeowners and apartment dwellers. We better wean ourselves from fossil fuels
soon. Stop the wars around the world that revolve around energy sources. The
millennium pipeline sounds like a pretty stupid idea to me. So dangerous for the
environment and expensive. Any problems created will be left for future
generations to mop up. Stupid and shortsighted.  It can't be that hard to develop
renewable resources. We already have the technology say for solar and wind so
why not use them?

Aug 22, 2011 9:43 PM

454 I don't trust the fossil fuel industries at all. Develop wind and solar (the sun
DOES shine here too).

Aug 22, 2011 9:36 PM

455 Not of the opinion this is necessary, I also believe we are in too sensitive of an
economic state to have this happen now, it will build too much relience

Aug 22, 2011 9:08 PM

456 this is a destructive process that creates more methane/greenhouse gas than it's
touted to save vs. coal, as well as turning our wineries, organic farms, finger
lakes into a dirty construction zone that drives those businesses away, and the
boom/bust leaves no long term benefit, in fact the opposite!

Aug 22, 2011 9:06 PM

457 its a matter of maintaining relentless safety standards and large financial
reserves to create long term income from extraction and correct any errors

Aug 22, 2011 9:01 PM

458 Related to previous question.  Strongly opposed to allowing this in our area.  It is
not safe; it is not regulated; it is not balanced; it is a prescription for disaster and
ruination of our best and most abundant resource: WATER.  Again - no to
PRIVATE - Public/Educational partnerships.

Aug 22, 2011 8:45 PM

459 Natural gas extraction as proposed for the Marcellus shale is a somewhat
immature industry, having developed the method of extraction to a great extent
but neglecting the environmental/disposal costs to a greater extent, from what I
read. If this is made a "focus" of development strategy to the detriment of some
of the others mentioned in these questions, there may be a net loss of
assets/revenue to the region.  Industry needs to demonstrate that it has reliable
methods of waste containment, and some type of insurance/reimbursement for
landowners and municipalities who suffer the fallout from this process.  These
aspects aren't in place yet.

Aug 22, 2011 8:44 PM

460 Hydrofracking should not occur in areas that are serviced by private wells.  A
fortiori, where there are municipal wells.

Aug 22, 2011 8:27 PM
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461 Too many risky activities with unknown outcomes, no matter what assurances
are given. Other states have had large areas ruined by the widespread
development of an industry that quickly depletes the resource and leaves
pollution behind. FingerLakes region is NOT the place for this type of industrial
mining. The Pipeline has risks attached that the public will bear. LP gas,
chemicals and diesel fuel are all products that harm the environment. I don't
want New York for the sake of "economic development" to add to the
environmental problems that our children and grandchildren will have to deal
with.

Aug 22, 2011 8:26 PM

462 I have strong reservations about fracking, since I have seen what it has done in
PA [my home state].  We continue to damage our planet looking for more fossil
fuels when we should be turning our efforts to alternatives.  How about some
alternative energy production for this area?

Aug 22, 2011 8:14 PM

463 This threatens every other opportunity listed above as well as our lands and our
lives.

Aug 22, 2011 7:58 PM

464 Natural gas can be extracted safely. It and oil have been extracted for over one
hundred years in this state. Fracing has been going on for many many years
safely also. We have people in this state who have lied, misrepresented
information to mislead people. The Marcellus shale play could be a huge boost
to the economy and create several thousand higher paying jobs in the area. The
huge problem is that people who might consider moving to the state and this
area and bringing jobs here are not going to get involved in a state that is
operated on misinformation and lies and unreasonablyset upon.

Aug 22, 2011 7:47 PM

465 THERE IS NO SAFE EXPLORATION OR EXTRACTION.  NO NO NO
HYDROFRACKING IN NEW YORK.

Aug 22, 2011 7:42 PM

466 Dangerous.  Pollution: noise, dirt, lights, traffic, fracking process.  Destruction of
pristine areas and way of life for rural residents. Excessive use of our water.

Aug 22, 2011 7:29 PM

467 THIS WILL RUIN OUR QUALITY OF LIFE. WE NEED TO LOOK FOR
ALTERNATIVES TO THIS HORRIBLE DEPENDENCE AND YOU SHOULD BE
COMING UP WITH PROGRAMS THAT PROVIDE INCENTIVES. DRILLING IS
THE TYPICAL SHORT-TERM SOLUTION MENTALITY AND GET-RICH QUICK
FOR A FEW PEOPLE AND BIG CORPORATIONS. THIS IS WHAT IS WRONG
WITH OUR SOCIETY TODAY.

Aug 22, 2011 6:59 PM

468 This would be the biggest mistake you could make in this region.  I believe there
may be some short term benefit, but the long term impact to the region will be
devastatingly negative.

Aug 22, 2011 6:59 PM

469 I agree to the extent that practical economic reality forces us to keep exploring
the feasibility of safe gas drilling and extraction ... and all that would go with it.
That doesn't mean we have to agree in advance that  gas drilling is a done deal.
Let due process do its job, and let's hope we're focused enough to see potential
upsides and downsides in the same light.  Let's also hope that the region
understands the nature of boom economies, a descriptive that includes gas
drilling. All booms don't necessarily go bust, but some do; and in any case the
echo is never as loud as the boom.

Aug 22, 2011 6:50 PM

470 Let the State make these decisions. If allowed, this sector won't need economic Aug 22, 2011 6:26 PM
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incentives or stimulus.

471 This is the greatest threat to good economic development since nuclear power. Aug 22, 2011 6:15 PM

472 Concentrate on the by products of this industry rather than the industry itself.
Shell Oil is moving 300 families here.  Where are they going to live?

Aug 22, 2011 5:40 PM

473 We need to ensure the safest measures are put in place regarding the Marcellus
Shale situation.

Aug 22, 2011 5:37 PM

474 I am opposed to the storage of LPG in the salt caverns above Senca Lake and
am opposed to allowing unlimited drilling in the Marcellus Shale.  I believe that it
is NOT right for this region.  The noise, water and air pollution will destroy our
tourism (and our vineyards).  The increased truck traffic along our lake roads will
make it impossible for tourists to enjoy a scenic ride from winery to winery and
the VOCs from the diesel trucks are very injurious to the grapes.  Once the
energy companies have finished their initial drilling and leave their skeleton
crews behind, we will not be gaining any economic benefits from this industry.
All profits will go to the industries, not NY.

Aug 22, 2011 5:35 PM

475 NY shoudl continue to practice a cautious approach in pursuing this opportunity.
Harvesting this resource should be thought of as part of a long term strategy.

Aug 22, 2011 5:31 PM

476 There should not be any Marcellus Shale extraction - the cost is too high for the
local residents, farms and environmentally dependent businesses with no
benefits to anybody local except for a very small number of local landowners,
even in the best case scenario, which is very far from certain.  Safe exploration,
approval and extraction is an oxymoron - it's not possible in today's political and
economic world.  A balanced approach would be to allow the continuation of
natural gas extraction by traditional, vertical wells, and a total ban on horizontal
hydrofracturing extraction of natural gas.  The Millenium Pipeline needs to be
shut down and tested for joint failures with no further development until
remediation of known problems and not yet discovered problems has been
completed.  (The recent discovery of leaks due to soddy joint connection and the
lack of inspection records on this relatively recently completed pipeline is a good
demonstration of the risks with the gas industry and the failure of effective
oversight of the industry).  We know from these recent discoveries about the
Milennium Pipeline and from the experience of residents of Pennsylvania that
gas extraction of a bad option.

Aug 22, 2011 5:31 PM

477 see above comments Aug 22, 2011 4:32 PM

478 Fracking -- no way! Aug 22, 2011 4:26 PM

479 Not enough information to see if costs outweigh benefits at this time.  With
improved drilling technology, this will be huge for NYS.  But is that time now?

Aug 22, 2011 4:23 PM

480 Gas extraction would provide a short-term increase in cash flow at the expense
of the long-term viability of the region. If we do allow hydrofracking, we should
require the industry to use the newer propane-based hydrofracking technology,
which promises more efficient gas extraction (i.e. more gas extracted per well)
without jeopardizing our water supply (because it doesn't use water.)

Aug 22, 2011 4:10 PM

481 I answered "agree" to this question with emphasis on the word "safe" in the Aug 22, 2011 4:08 PM
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description and with the caveat that "a balanced strategy" needs to address the
societal impacts of gas drilling:  increased housing expense for local population,
increased fire/EMT/police/hospital involvement, increase to criminal justice
system, increase to maintaining roads and other infrastructure due to increased
traffic and use, etc

482 This is going to change the lay of the land.  I believe that your committee needs
to decide whether they look solely at the corporate greed aspect or the tourism
aspect.  Putting of the Marcellus Shale for another 30+ years while the industry
figures out how to extract the gas in a safer more efficient manner is a wise
move.  One important aspect to keep in mind is that the same marcellus shale
and gas deposits will still be here 30 years from now after the extraction
mechanisms have improved.  This is not a now or never proposition as the
media will have you believe.

Aug 22, 2011 4:05 PM

483 The Marcellus Shale gas extraction process poses to great a threat to the land
and people here. I believe that, in the long run, our economic survival will rely
more on the quality of the land we protect than on the profits garnered from
extracting fossil fuels.  Can't we think this through?

Aug 22, 2011 4:03 PM

484 The gas is a potentially valuable resource, but it is not going anywhere. Prevent
exploitation by dangerous hydrofracking.

Aug 22, 2011 3:47 PM

485 No Fracking Aug 22, 2011 3:33 PM

486 Natural gas is not going to be significant; it's a scam that will not yield what gas
companies say it will.  Safe exploration is great but there will always be
accidents and they will ruin our water resources.

Aug 22, 2011 3:31 PM

487 Th natural gas industry has the potential to ruin the quality of life in the Southern
Tier, end tourism and greatly hurt agriculture. I see no mention of maximizing
conservation which can decrease fossil fuel use, lower CO2 production and most
importantly put dollars back in peoples pockets to spend in the Southern Tier.

Aug 22, 2011 3:30 PM

488 There is NO safe exploration.  The pipeline has been a disaster and I am VERY
anti-fracking.

Aug 22, 2011 3:28 PM

489 I believe this is the wrong direction for our region. It's a short-term cash producer
that promises to damage or destroy our long-term well-being. In particular, I
believe we should prohibit the use of our water resources for this industry, and
strongly restrict the widespread industrialization that damages the beauty of the
region and its viability for agriculture and tourism and its attractiveness as a
place to retire.

Aug 22, 2011 3:19 PM

490 SAFETY FIRST Aug 22, 2011 3:18 PM

491 fracking: deep pollution of water & soil, great wear and tear of roadways,
diminished land value because of noise and light pollution as well as destruction
of rural beauty

Aug 22, 2011 3:13 PM

492 Let us stop using limited supply fuel and go for the less limited supply of wind
and solar.

Aug 22, 2011 3:02 PM

493 It's just not worth it.  "Safe Exploration" is an oxymoron.  We know its dangers. Aug 22, 2011 2:54 PM
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It's selling the future for a small present benefit.

494 To date, none of the gas companies seeking to employ hydrofracking techniques
in upstate NY has been willing to cooperate in proving the techniques are safe.
From this, one must assume that they are not. I don't object to gas extraction
that has been proved safe; I do object to gas extraction that has not been proved
safe. I also believe that such development must be accompanied by STRONG
compensatory benefits for local communities, to be paid by those gas
companies.

Aug 22, 2011 2:53 PM

495 I agree that we should be developing as much local power as we can IF it will
reduce the cost of utilities as we know it today, but that will probably not be the
case.   This will most likely just result in large scale pollution wich will ultimately
become the burden of the tax payer while the corporation leaders make off with
the money.

Aug 22, 2011 2:49 PM

496 We have a great resourse in our natural gas. My feeling is that we have enough
regulations in place to drill and hydrofrac safely. The public needs to know the
truth concerning drilling in New York , not just what is printed in the media.

Aug 22, 2011 2:44 PM

497 This is a polarizing issue that could pit people on opposite sides when we should
be coming together.  I believe a considerable amount of planning can take place
with this issue being considered separately.

Aug 22, 2011 2:33 PM

498 You will lose people with Industrial Gas drilling.  Very few will gain economically
and tourism will suffer.  Big NO on NG development.

Aug 22, 2011 2:29 PM

499 Let's invest in green energy industries, not industries that pose serious threats to
our natural resources and communities.

Aug 22, 2011 2:23 PM

500 There is no such thing as "safe" exploration. I have friends in the industry in
Pennsylvania and I hear first-hand accounts of sloppy work, unreported spills
and a general disregard for environmental regulations. These are unproven
methods with long-term effects that we have yet to grasp. Look at Dish, Texas
and hear what former politicians and residents have to say about the destruction
left behind. Drive through Pennsylvania and personally view the relentless truck
traffic and slum-like conditions that exist where workers gather in trailers. Look in
the papers and try to find a reasonably priced house or rental. Prices are
soaring. I have friends in Corning who can't find a place to live because all the
rentals are leased by gas companies, which pay outrageous prices for worker
residences. Prices in general are soaring where gas workers congregate.
Overall, fracking is bad for the economy. It's only good for the State, which is
looking to pocket pension money because of the multi-million dollar investments
it has made in gas companies. It's all a political game at our expense. What will
the answers be after environmental accidents? When there is no clean water to
drink and the air is clogged with truck smog?

Aug 22, 2011 2:19 PM

501 Even if hydrofracking can be done in a relatively safe manner, which is doubtful
given the poor showing of the gas industry in PA, the industrialization of the area
will drive away the very people who are needed to keep the local economy
going.  Young families will not want to live in a polluted community and housing
values will fall for anyone who remains.  I cannot believe that most people will
want to voluntarily live in a place where snarled traffic, bad roads, air pollution,
water pollution and chemicals spills are commonplace.

Aug 22, 2011 2:11 PM
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502 We finally have a reason for people to come to Chemung County and instead of
welcoming them with open arms we simply are pushing them away Since most
of the people that are against hydrofracking are educators why don't we put a
special tax on the permits that goes directly to education?

Aug 22, 2011 2:10 PM

503 please read my above comments.   Do not be fooled by promises of these big
corporations who can couch their exploits in alluring language promising to bring
prosperity to the region.   they have the money to promote hydrofracking in a
convincing way when in fact . history of the practice and common sense tell us
they are only after their own profits they will ruin our beautiful natural
environment  decrease tourism and drive down property values.  its
environmentocide.   please do not allow .  no such thing as safe  exploration or
extraction.   look to pa and all of our midwest .  see whats its done to the land
and the people there.    dont be fooled by what there money can buy , and there
experts they call in... all tainted ..    what a sin if this is allowed to happen in our
beautiful  southern tier..

Aug 22, 2011 2:07 PM

504 Keep the water safe; disclose all chemicals going into fracking; make oil
companies not land owners responsible to industrial spills; build an exit plan for
the end of gas extraction to avoid the problems of "boom/bust" economy.

Aug 22, 2011 1:28 PM

505 I believe anything that detracts from our natural resources or the perception of
the area as an environmental tourist area will be a detriment to the most stable
long term option.  Also, from what I have observed, many of these options create
a number of short term jobs that are filled by out of towners, rather than creating
longer term employment options for residents.

Aug 22, 2011 1:16 PM

506 This is a long-term loser. Profits go to Texas, mineral rights sold to Norway,
Canada, China, and other countries. The technology has too many problems in
our region and gas companies are not good neighbors.

Aug 22, 2011 1:14 PM

507 Except storing the gas in the old salt mine, I don't think this should  used as
acceptable storage space.

Aug 22, 2011 1:14 PM

508 Switch from coal fired powerplants to NG powered and then coordinate those
with clean energy. Encourage community co-op energy plants taking advantage
of NG and renewables.

Aug 22, 2011 12:55 PM

509 we must move forward nothing is perfect or completely safe. We had to fight for
wind power on our land. This is a God given crop to be harvested. Be causious
but not closed minded.

Aug 22, 2011 12:48 PM

510 We all love gas, especially if we cook.  Some of the above, I find agreeable.  But
this is important: NO FRACKING!!!!  And also, no more clear cutting of forests,
which allows invasive species to take over native forest lands and endanger that
which we apparently take for granted.

Aug 22, 2011 12:45 PM

511 This will all have a negative impact on our lives. Is money everything to you?
With out your health you have nothing. Safe exploration is not what is happening
out there, thinking that the state or the leaders of our state can control the gas
industry is a joke. I am not laughing though. Saying that safe exploration will
happen just shows that who wort this knows nothing about drilling for gas in this
manor. There is a accident with fracking trucks weekly in Bradford county and
once a month some one dies there. Take a drive down rt 6 in PA if you think

Aug 22, 2011 12:33 PM
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there is anything safe about this. Then when they drill they have had several
blow outs that burned for weeks. Then you have the water that is polluted on
purpose(more water than most countries have to drink) which has not treatment
process and is radioactive and gets into small streams from dumping or spills.
The most important thing that I expect from the government is to not kill me or
other citizens. In PA the government has allowed and assisted the gas industry
in killing their own people for money.  Again this is just more of the same, we
need to change how and what we build for a sustainable society. How has IBM
sustained us? will they worked for awhile and now they are gone so hows that
working for you? We need to build the future not extract it and send it to China.
The truth is this gas is not for America it will be sent overseas. There are no pip-
lines bringing the gas from the coast back to here? it only goes one way. If it was
for us we could run the local power plant and provide almost free electric for all
the people of Broome County etc... All the coal plants can run on just NG right
now. So why not make electricity for almost free to the people who live here?

512 I would emphasize "safe" and "balanced"strategy. The strategy should also take
into account investing in the infrastructure so that future generations are not
burdened.

Aug 22, 2011 12:27 PM

513 I believe this will hurt the region! Aug 22, 2011 12:15 PM

514 this industry can't coexist with tourism, specialty agriculture, and maintenance of
unique recreational areas and natural resources that exist in the Finger Lakes.

Aug 22, 2011 11:55 AM

515 No such thing as "safe" exploration. No such thing as a "balanced" strategy.  NO
use of salt mines at Seneca Lake or elsewhere for storage of LPG.  This item
proves that this "questionnaire" is shilling for fracking. What about solar, wind,
geothermal?

Aug 22, 2011 11:54 AM

516 A very poorly worded question.  What is "safe extraction"?  I don't think that the
technology exists to extract shale gas without overwhelming environmental
damage- and I am quite well informed about the issue.

Aug 22, 2011 11:51 AM

517 My primary concern here is that the work is monitored and that the environment
be protected from harmful chemicals that may severely impact our natural
resources, primarily water.  I am not convinced that the gas industry can safely
withdraw natural gas from the Marcellus Shale without impacting the water
quality.

Aug 22, 2011 11:50 AM

518 Do not support driling as just seems not  Safe no matter how careful everyone is. Aug 22, 2011 11:43 AM

519 We need to protect the quality of life in NY. Hydraulic fracturing is an unsafe
technology which threatens our water and environment as well as undermining
the existing businesses in our region. The lessons from PA ought to be enough
to stop all natural gas development on the NY side of the Marcellus Shale.

Aug 22, 2011 11:43 AM

520 until we have "SAFE" technology AND adequate resources to enforce safe
regulations, this is not an option. we risk all our other unique benefits with this.

Aug 22, 2011 11:38 AM

521 I think that the possible extraction of natural gas from the Marcellus and Utica
shale formations using HVHF would economic disaster to this area over the long
run!  I am vehemently opposed to allowing this industry to do what it has done to
the environment and human health, not to mention the economic well-being, of

Aug 22, 2011 11:36 AM
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areas in  New Mexico, Wyoming, Colorado, Texas, West Virginia and
Pennsylvania.

522 I'll leave the second any drilling gets approved before my family gets sick. Aug 22, 2011 11:30 AM

523 To promote an extractive economy is to make the Southern Tier fully join
Appalachia in abject poverty.  Why would we want to become more like West
Virginia or Western rural PA?  As Susan Christopherson's research has shown,
the aftermath of a gas boom is a poorer region than you started with.  Allowing
the extractive industries to turn the Southern Tier into a gas extraction colony is
the opposite of economic development-- it is allowing the area to have its
economy and resources despoiled for the benefit of those living elsewhere.

Aug 22, 2011 11:24 AM

524 There is no proven way to do slick rock hydrofracturing safely. Until such time,
this technology should not be used in New York State. In the Southern Tier, it
has the potential to destroy existing industries, especially agriculture and
tourism. Why risk polluting one of our most precious resources, water -- a
scarcity in other parts of the US and world.

Aug 22, 2011 11:21 AM

525 Gas drilling in the Marcellus shale appears to have an end result that works in
opposition to the other areas of interest in this survey. Tourism and drilling do not
coexist. Quality of life may be substantially affected by drilling operations--
negatively. Infrastructure (roads, etc) will require additional funding, just for
maintenance, and transportation quality will suffer when roads are clogged with
1000s of industrial trucks. And so on.  Allocate funds to effort aimed at
controlling drilling, not supporting it.  On the day when the profit motive is not
involved in drilling, that's the day when drilling companies will begin considering
"safety" of residents and communities as a priority. Don't hold your breath.

Aug 22, 2011 11:19 AM

526 There is no "safe" guarantee for anything involving the "Natural" Gas industry. I
believe that with so many safe alternatives this shouldn't be an option!

Aug 22, 2011 11:14 AM

527 This industry needs to be controlled in industrial zones far away from higher
education institutions and tourism and recreational zones.  We will lose the
intellectual capital of this region, as well as the beaty and a growing wine, world
class wine industry if drilling and storage facilities are allowed to enter
recreational and tourist regions.  Natural gas is a finite resource and it promotes
a boom and bust cycle if not heavily regulated. PLEASE PROTECT OUR
RENEWABLE RESOURCES...wine, agriculture, tourism and higher education!

Aug 22, 2011 11:10 AM

528 Hydrofracturing is criminal -- and ought to be declared a crime! Aug 22, 2011 11:09 AM

529 At the present time it simply cannot be done safely.  Any claims that it can be
ignore the severe damage that has already been done in Arkansas,
Pennsylvania, etc.  Don't ruin what we have only to bring in large groups of
migrant workers and and boom/bust economy that will marginalize our current
economic base.  It will be a disaster a decade from now.  It will also drain our
health systems and social services and emergency services.

Aug 22, 2011 11:08 AM

530 I do not want to see this in our area. I am against Gas Drilling. Aug 22, 2011 11:01 AM

531 Extraction by hydrofracking has too high of an immediate price....listen to the
Cornell faculty who have expertise here; listen to our neighbors in Pennsylvania.
Wait on this resource until the DEC and the gas industries can assure us that

Aug 22, 2011 11:01 AM
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OUR water will be as safe as they say the NYC and Syracuse water supplies
should be.  If it is safe to proceed in the NYC watershed, it would be safe to
proceed here.  But not at the cost of industrializing our landscape.....quiet and
peacefulness,clean air, non-compromised landscapes that maintain our wildlife
populations, and quality of life are values we cannot let go of.

532 Natural Gas is the only fossil fuel supply located in New York State.  I am sure
we can develop a set of regulations to oversee this activity with reasonable risks.
This will be a test.  Historically we have tended to over-regulation of every
possible contingency folks can think of.  We need state of the art regulation that
can serve as a model for future issues and opportunities.  In addition to natural
gas drilling and storage we have the related opportunity of natural gas
technology.  This could be a focus area for the Southern Tier.  Investment dollars
are available from natural gas companies and energy associations.  In addition
the opportunity speaks to overall energy storage.  SUNY Binghamton is a center
of excellence in lithium battery development.  This field could be expanded to all
forms of energy storage which is required to optimize the various forms of
distributed generation and facilitate development of the Smart Grid.

Aug 22, 2011 10:55 AM

533 Fossil fuel extraction is not sustainable economically and is dangerous to our
precious water resources.

Aug 22, 2011 10:51 AM

534 We need to leave the gas in the ground. There is no safe way to get it out.  We
are on the path to pollute billions of gallons of fresh water, destroy the country
side with gas wells for a short term promise of money. A trade that would make
Judas proud.

Aug 22, 2011 10:49 AM

535 We need to tap this resource ASAP...I am concerned that we are going to have
to get in line behind PA for access and quality drillers

Aug 22, 2011 10:40 AM

536 NO TO ALL NATURAL GAS DRILLING! It is time to put money into the
development of renewable resourse. New York should lead the country in
production of and promotion of solar and wind energy. Start putting money in
viable alternatives. Gas Drilling is OFF the table.

Aug 22, 2011 10:40 AM

537 should be part of a statewide plan and is a huge resource for the southern Tier Aug 22, 2011 10:39 AM

538 PLEASE!!! NY State must approve safe drilling NOW. The state is once again
over-regulating industry, which is resulting in desperately needed jobs and
revenue going to other states. The SGEIS must not move past the 60 day
comment period! We MUST start issuing permits by Jan 2012. It is imperative!

Aug 22, 2011 10:37 AM

539 While this needs to be throughly researched and addressed in the plan I do not
feel that it should be a main focus nor should the Natural Gas industry be
considered the savior for the Southern Tier economy.

Aug 22, 2011 10:37 AM

540 There is too much emphasis on the boom part of natural gas exploration, but not
enough thought about what our land could look like.  Our state, federal and some
local governments are pushing while we should ban hydrofracking altogether.

Aug 22, 2011 10:33 AM

541 we have no time to waste on what WILL happen someday...we need the jobs
and money NOW

Aug 22, 2011 10:23 AM

542 this industry will ruin our area and make it impossible to promote other economic Aug 22, 2011 10:22 AM
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activity, such as tourism and agriculture

543 I think hydrofracking is being touted as something with huge economic potential.
I think this may very well be true in the short run, but the prospect of
environmental degradation, future remediation and declining land value makes
this an economic opportunity with too much baggage to be viable in NYS.

Aug 22, 2011 10:13 AM

544 We shoudl not allow this at any time.  take the money that would be spent on this
dumb idea dn up it into renewables.

Aug 22, 2011 10:13 AM

545 Natural gas development comes at the expense of existing industries such as
tourism, hunting and fishing, and viniculture.  The gains are short term.  The
issue is largely presented to the public by the media and in polling as a choice
between economic benefit and environment.  That is a false way of looking at it.
The committee should be looking at comparative studies, which look at the down
side and externalized costs rather than prospective studies sponsored by the
gas industry (such as the notoriously misleading Broome County study).  The
bust following the boom could be devastating in longer term if the development
comes at the expense of existing sectors such as tourism, hunting and fishing,
viticulture, and organic farming (once there is fracking in the area, organic
frames will lose much of their market).  Ignore the elephant in the room at your
own peril.

Aug 22, 2011 10:11 AM

546 The development of natural gas industry does not support economic
development.  It destroys the water source, the public relations of our ag-
products with contaminated water would be impossible to over come, housing
sales would stop.  There is no repercussions on the drilling company if the water
line is contaminated.

Aug 22, 2011 10:09 AM

547 There are a number of green opportunities available in NY such as wind and
solar. Why not set the standard in that manner? Who is going to want to bring a
business into any of these ravaged rural settings? The business gets cheap fuel
and the local population pays the price. Provide incentives to business owners to
install solar on their buildings. Natural gas is obviously coming to NY regardless
of our opinion, there is simply too much money to be made for the fuel
companies but it should be the last source of energy used. Start with solar, wind
and water power and whatever is not covered use NG.

Aug 22, 2011 10:06 AM

548 NYC has stated that there will not be any drilling in the NYC watershed. Aug 22, 2011 10:01 AM

549 This is a boom and bust industry with many adverse impacts and will not
contribute to a long-term sustainable economy or high quality of life.

Aug 22, 2011 9:57 AM

550 The DEC is grossly understaffed and will not be able to handle overseeing
drilling.    We should look into using methods that use liquefied natural gas as
drilling fluid instead of the current water & chemical based fluids.  I believe this
has gotten little attention here, but is being done successfully in Canada.

Aug 22, 2011 9:50 AM

551 Despite the gas industry's denial of the facts, there is NO SUCH THING as safe
drilling in the Marcellus Shale. Or the Utica Shale. Period.  This should not be
done in the Finger Lakes region, or anywhere- but particularly not here, where
we posess a majority of fresh water, which will be the next oil.  We need to be
forward thinking and preserve what we have. NO GAS DRILLING, NO GAS
STORAGE FACILITIES!!!!!!

Aug 22, 2011 9:47 AM
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552 I do not believe there is a safe way to extract these resources without putting the
human and natural environment at great risk.

Aug 22, 2011 9:47 AM

553 The Marcellus Shale holds great promise for us, and is something we must
pursue. The drilling must be done in as environmentally safe a manner as
possible.

Aug 22, 2011 9:45 AM

554 There is no way gas can be developed without industrializing the landscape and
threatening our water  - and these are the key aspects for our region.

Aug 22, 2011 9:42 AM

555 This has to be done with STRONG oversight by LOCAL officials who know and
care about the area with funds from the STATE

Aug 22, 2011 9:40 AM

556 I like the idea of gas drilling, but I feel it isn't regulated enough and it could hurt
us in the end.  I still do not have an strong opinion one way or the other.

Aug 22, 2011 9:32 AM

557 Huge opportunity if it is done correctly! Aug 22, 2011 9:24 AM

558 Hydrofracking is a mirage that will damage the Southern Tier economy for years
to come.

Aug 22, 2011 9:22 AM

559 You espouse the energy line.  WRONG!!!!!  Change your mantra before you
devastate our area.  Question #1 and this question are incompatible.

Aug 22, 2011 9:20 AM

560 This is a boom and bust industry that won't provide significant economic benefits
in the long term and can damage our local agriculture and tourism industries.
I'm not involved in the anti-gas drilling movement, but I do think the economic
benefits that are being touted in regards to gas drilling are highly overblown.

Aug 22, 2011 9:11 AM

561 This statement contains a fallacy that Marcellus Shale development could be
done in a safe manner.  This also runs counter to our ability to be able to carry
out 4. 1. above.

Aug 22, 2011 9:02 AM

562 BAN IT! Aug 22, 2011 9:00 AM

563 I am very concerned about fracking as pro gas thinks any misadventure is an
anomoly and anti gas thinks every gas person cares nothing for the environment.
very confusing and disturbing

Aug 22, 2011 8:59 AM

564 This is the greatest opportunity of employment and economic development the
Southern Tier has in the next 5 to10 years.  A majority of your time and effort
needs to be put into how the Southern Tier can benefit from the only growing
industry in our area.

Aug 22, 2011 8:42 AM

565 Absolutely not!  A sure way to ruin the area, money for a few who would then
leave, a boom/bust economy, drive out business and people, harm the air and
water and health of residents. Destroy our quality of life. Whose idea was this?  It
stinks!  Many have already left and others are planning how to get out without
losing everything.  You should really examine how bad this idea is in the long
term--longer than 5 years!  Maybe decades of badness.

Aug 22, 2011 8:40 AM

566 Again, research is necessary however this should not be a priority for our area.
We need to look at the impact of making large investments and/or moving ahead
with any projects that have long term implications on our residents.

Aug 22, 2011 8:37 AM
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567 Along with hydro and wind, the southern tier has huge potential resources Aug 22, 2011 8:36 AM

568 Natural gas development is key to the fiscal health of the southern tier. Aug 22, 2011 8:04 AM

569 Hydro fracking would destroy our natural resources, tourism, wineries, farming! Aug 22, 2011 7:35 AM

570 Energy is a necessity. Trading food for energy is a bad idea. Subsidizing
economically unfeasible energy production because it is politically correct is a
bad idea. The gas is there. It's available. Use it!

Aug 22, 2011 7:28 AM

571 There is no safe exploration. This is a natural gas industry poll. YOU should be
ashamed of yourselves.

Aug 22, 2011 6:48 AM

572 As I look at what these sources are used for (mainly our consumption life styles),
I am unwilling to continue to exhaust the environment to satisfy these kinds of
demands. Instead, I suggest giving more attention and governmental support to
the value, personally and environmentally, of living within our means ("Every
Time we stand on our own two feet and don't draw from the environment, we
develop our own resources:" Fritz Perls, Gestalt Therapist).. And look to
renewables for our energy supplies(which could also provide opportunities for
investment and jobs). Monty Berman  Ithaca, NY

Aug 22, 2011 5:47 AM

573 this is not at all unique to the Southern Tier; development of diesel fuel? Aug 22, 2011 1:16 AM

574 This is already having a negative affect on the housing market. People from NYC
who might be looking for upstate properties are waiting to see what happens. We
need to keep the gas industry out of upstate NY.

Aug 22, 2011 12:44 AM

575 Everything listed is environmentally unsafe and will ruin our wonderful Finger
Lakes surroundings.  Please see my previous comments that address how it is
impossible to safely hydrofracture for Natural Gas in the Marcellus Shale.  Gas
storage in salt mines is not safe for our environment.  The usable product listed
are all environmentally dangerous.  The answer to this whole dilemma is to put
our effort and investment in clean energy. .

Aug 22, 2011 12:07 AM

576 The industry will come regardless - see PA. Extraction should obviously be
included in our 5-Year Plan, but all strategies should be focused on preventing
and mitigating known harms--not incentivizing the industry.

Aug 21, 2011 11:54 PM

577 Pursuing this would only bring a short term gain to a relative few in the region,
while everyone will suffer the long term consequences of water, air and road
quality issues. And the burning of the fossil fuels we destroy our environment
accessing just exacerbates our climate change problem. Instead, this region
should lead the way in development of renewable energy sources to help make
this a more desirable area for work/play and tourism.

Aug 21, 2011 11:14 PM

578 Gas drilling will have a negative impact on exisitng and potential agricultural
businesses and tourism.  It willl benefit a few landowners and local businesses
for the short term, but the long term impacts can be ghastly- polluted air, water
and soil.

Aug 21, 2011 11:05 PM

579 a Statewide permanent ban should be instituted against all methods, vertical and
horizontal, of gas extraction in NY state.

Aug 21, 2011 11:02 PM
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580 Local agriculture and tourism industries ARE NOT compatible with the massive
industrialization  that comes with gas drilling. If you think they are, you haven't
done your homework. You can have one or the other, not both. The question is,
do you want long term sustainable growth? If the answer is yes, then gas drilling
is not the answer.

Aug 21, 2011 10:36 PM

581 No, no, no. We do not need this kind of industry. This kind of industry will
undermine the other strengths of our region listed here: tourism, agriculture, and
transportation.

Aug 21, 2011 10:30 PM

582 We should start jobs training now.  Please see ShaleNET for resources. Aug 21, 2011 10:20 PM

583 With another school district in PA with affected water it is not a safe process.
We are already cleaning up coal hills for making diesel fuel in PA.

Aug 21, 2011 10:09 PM

584 It would be too short-term benefit to call strategic, and too iffy concerning
economic diversity.

Aug 21, 2011 10:08 PM

585 ONLY, ONLY ONLY if it is proved 100% safe!!!!! Aug 21, 2011 10:06 PM

586 I feel that we need to open this industry, but I'm not sure that that we won't pay a
price for doing so.

Aug 21, 2011 10:00 PM

587 The burning question from all the non-land owners that needs to be answered is:
How will this benefit the non-land owners?  Will there be a significant state tax
reduction as there is in Texas or more spending?

Aug 21, 2011 9:50 PM

588 This is exactly what this area does not need.  It would be threatening what is
unique about this area - our natural resources, our water, our sustainable
agriculture our way of life.

Aug 21, 2011 9:47 PM

589 Don't Frack with NY. Precautionary Principle. Prove it is safe before you come
here. So far, it seems like a DOOMSDAY SCENERIO. 300B gal of water lost
from our basins? Tons of toxins added? Noise and light pollution?
Industrialization of our rural communities? NO Fracking WAY!

Aug 21, 2011 9:43 PM

590 I am vehemently opposed to hydraulic fracturing. I've studied the issue for more
than a year, and it's clear to me that (1) the gas industry is profoundly
untrustworthy--they seem to lie and lie and lie; (2) hydraulic fracturing will have
an economically devastating effect on the lives of most upstate New Yorkers,
while profiting very few; (3) fossil fuels should be phased out as quickly as
possible, due to global warming, and gas drilling moves us in precisely the wrong
direction; (4) the people of upstate New York oppose gas drilling--hence the
many bans we are seeing.

Aug 21, 2011 9:37 PM

591 Fracking is a mistake - the end of an error. Aug 21, 2011 9:35 PM

592 This is a disaster. Aug 21, 2011 9:10 PM

593 Who will pay for poisoned wells, rivers,streams and broken up roadways? Not
my tax dollar!! Better technology will come with time.

Aug 21, 2011 9:08 PM

594 Economic gains brought by this business will not provide sustainable local
enrichment. The potential hazards and damage to the infrastructure and vital

Aug 21, 2011 8:16 PM
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natural resources greatly outweigh the effects of a short term infusion of cash.

595 As a state, we are not serious about really studying what the impact of drilling
will have on the area.  This is a disaster waiting to happen and it doesn't take a
rocket scientist to understand this.

Aug 21, 2011 7:56 PM

596 The survey extracts statements from people when it is not even clear what a yes
or no implies.  I am a professional, with a PhD, and the survey is poor and needs
to be restructured. No drilling.

Aug 21, 2011 7:48 PM

597 No fracking!!! Aug 21, 2011 7:44 PM

598 Only agree to drill if absolutely safe.  Lets not put people lives as risk or our
natural resources.

Aug 21, 2011 7:32 PM

599 Pumping millions of gallons of toxic fracking fluid into the ground to shatter our
bedrock is a terrible idea, no matter what safety measures are in place. Instead
we need to reduce sharply our use of fossil fuels, particularly by conservation
(such as weatherization and much more public transportation) and by installing
sources of decentralized renewable energy. The chief economic benefit of
fracking the Marcellus Shale would be to large out-of-state corporations and a
few local landowners; the overall economic (and physical) health of our state
would be ruined. Please don't present hyrdrofracking as an economic boon - it
isn't and wouldn't be!

Aug 21, 2011 7:00 PM

600 The oil and gas industry keeps on proving repeatedly there is no such thing as
safe energy extraction.

Aug 21, 2011 6:59 PM

601 I have been researching the Marcellus Shale issue for more than 3 years and I
am convinced that there is no such thing as "safe" exploration and extraction. If
the shale gas industry moves in here, we can forget about making this area
attractive to a talented, diversified labor force. Most people do not want to live on
a gas field and subject their families to the constant truck traffic, air and water
pollution, and government corruption that have gone hand-in-hand with this
industry in other areas of the country.

Aug 21, 2011 6:51 PM

602 "Safe" is NECESSARY and NOT YET PROVEN.  Saying horizontal drilling is
safe because some vertical drilling is safe is WRONG.  Our water and air is far
more valuable than one particular form of fuel.  Our taxes will be HUGE if we
need to bail out a company that has an unforseen accident.

Aug 21, 2011 6:47 PM

603 This cannot be done safely and will cause long-term, irreparable harm to our
surface and underground waters, the climate through continued extraction of
fossil fuels and release to the atmosphere, including the very potent greenhouse
gas, methane, exposure to ever more toxins, threats to a safe food supply, and
threats to those industries such as all forms of agriculture, real estate and
tourism, which have sustained this region. Such drilling sends most of our money
out of the region and state, creates a boom and bust cycle with most jobs going
outside of the region, causes rents to skyrocker driving low and moderate
income people from their homes. Real estate businesses are de-stabilized as
more and more banks refuse to finance loans in areas of present and projected
drilling.

Aug 21, 2011 6:32 PM

604 "safe" exploration?? "balanced strategy" what do these mean? Why not ask if Aug 21, 2011 6:31 PM
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respondents believe that NG extraction can be done safely. If extraction isn't
safe or balanced, what is the worth of the answers to this section. What about
the negative effects of natural gas? A biased question will lead to the results the
survey makers desire.

605 There are too many negative aspects and prospective dangers (see Texas,
Colorado, Pennsylvania) for us to test this industry on our beautiful state.

Aug 21, 2011 6:30 PM

606 this is another example of people fighting against change- they still want to use
only fossit fuel, which causes more damage to the earth than drilling (safely)

Aug 21, 2011 5:57 PM

607 There is no such thing as "safe" exploration, approval, and extraction. You
worded this deliberately to mislead. You should be ashamed of yourselves.
Fracking for gas in the Marcellus and other shales is a travesty. It will destroy
water supplies, make our air dirty and unbreatheable, hurt our food supply,
destroy our roads, and ruin the natural beauty of this region. There is no way to
do this safely. NO to this destructive and hideous industry.

Aug 21, 2011 5:43 PM

608 This would actually hurt NYS over the long run due to poorer health,
dependence on a boom/bust extractive economy, damage to existing commerce
such as farming and tourism, making NY less able to attract talented
professional, etc.   A very bad idea.

Aug 21, 2011 5:19 PM

609 There is NO WAY "natural" gas extraction via fracking will provide anything but
economic implosion of the Southern Tier. It is incomprehensible how so few high
powered entities can command such control over the majority of this state. How
few stand to gain? How many stand to lose so much?

Aug 21, 2011 5:01 PM

610 The ability of the industry to honorably regulate itself is in question. Aug 21, 2011 4:50 PM

611 Support should focus on green energy/green jobs until safe extraction  is proven
to be possible and done without damaging the environment, agriculture, tourism,
and public health.

Aug 21, 2011 4:31 PM

612 Spend time and money on alternative forms of energy, solar, wind, conservation
practices

Aug 21, 2011 4:14 PM

613 Useful only to the extent they do not interfere with or destroy other economic,
health, water, air or other opportunities.  The gas will be worth much more in
future when other cheap sources are exhausted and safer methods of extraction
are developed.

Aug 21, 2011 4:09 PM

614 As yet there is no safe method to extract and export methane gas.  Methane gas
drilling has the potential to ruin the tourist, educational, and agricultural base of
the Southern Tier.

Aug 21, 2011 3:45 PM

615 At this point, "safe exploration" is an oxymoron.  Salt mines for gas storage?
How safe is that??

Aug 21, 2011 3:18 PM

616 I am against hydrofracturing because it would be extremely detrimental to the
environment.

Aug 21, 2011 3:11 PM

617 The use of hydrofracking is counter to the long-range prosperity of other local
business - tourism, education, farming, forestry and outdoor recreation.

Aug 21, 2011 2:44 PM
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618 This is an economic dead end, not to mention a deadly force against nature and
human health and well being. Focus on long term sustainable economics, not
this short term major industrialization that will negatively change the nature of
our communities and landscape for our grandchildren and their grandchildren.

Aug 21, 2011 2:25 PM

619 Gas extraction, processing, transportation, and disposal will have enormous
impacts on our region for decades. This industry can not co-exist with the
industries that currently account for billions to our local economies - agriculture,
dairies, wineries, breweries, tourism, hunting/fishing, and outdoor recreation. The
air, water, and soil pollution that are associated with this industry - which have
know adverse effects on human, animal, and plant health - are enough to make
it highly undesirable to our region.  The onslaught of heavy truck traffic will also
have huge impacts on those industries that currently fuel our local economies.
There is no such thing as a "little safe gas drilling". It's like saying you're a little
pregnant. The industry will grow over several decades into a monster as we
watch our economies falter.

Aug 21, 2011 2:15 PM

620 Having studied the economic and health impacts of this issue intensively for the
past several years, I am convinced that the damage to existing sectors such as
tourism, agriculture, wineries, recreation, health services, etc. would far out-
weigh any additional revenues from this pollution-spewing industry.

Aug 21, 2011 2:15 PM

621 None of the positive claims for development of natural gas in the Marcellus
Shale have been proven out elsewhere. What we have seen is the opposite of
what promoters claim.  As currently practiced, natural gas extraction will be
destructive for both the near and long term future.

Aug 21, 2011 1:44 PM

622 This is insane!  The very resources we depend on for tourism and agriculture are
endangered by this, to say nothing of our health.  The DEC would be supposed
to regulate, but it just had its personnel gutted.  As someone on the edge of this
area, I am worried about the health and safety of my family.  THIS IS THE ONLY
THING THAT WOULD MAKE MY HUSBAND AND ME - AND OUR
SIGNIFICANT EDUCATION, EXPERIENCE, AND TAX CONTRIBUTIONS -
SERIOUSLY CONSIDER LEAVING UPSTATE NY.

Aug 21, 2011 1:20 PM

623 We need to reduce our dependence on overseas fossil fuels.  This is our best
hand to play.  Also, with foresight we do not have to run into the problems that
PA has had.  DEC will provide the oversight needed to produce responsible
natural gas exploration.  The influx to the community will be momentous.

Aug 21, 2011 12:48 PM

624 Not sure fracking can ever be safe.... Aug 21, 2011 11:28 AM

625 The key here is SAFE with sufficient DEC oversight.  At the present I am not
sure that DEC has the resources to monitor this industry so if it is approved,
boosting DEC resources should be a key element.

Aug 21, 2011 10:20 AM

626 Needs to move forward responsibly without further delay. The facts are in and
the DEC has proposed excellent regulations

Aug 21, 2011 8:58 AM

627 My community is already seeing the negative effects of this industry and as a
small community, is unable to adequately protect itself.

Aug 21, 2011 8:44 AM

628 Key word is safe.. Aug 21, 2011 8:22 AM
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629 I don't believe the long term effects and cost of the continued massive
investment in the extraction  and burning of fossil fuels is worth the significant
short term gain. More of our available resources should focused and spent on
alternatives. If we had made these investments earlier, We might not be faced
with the problems we are faced with today.

Aug 21, 2011 7:53 AM

630 BUT more has to be done to assure safe exploration and delivery. Aug 20, 2011 9:09 PM

631 This will ruin the area. There have not been any long-term, comprehensive
studies, nor statistical analysis regarding the safety of high-volume slick water
hydrofracturing, nor the cumulative impacts of the development. Regardless, the
scale of the development will industrialize the region, and negatively impact our
lives and our health, and our children's future.

Aug 20, 2011 4:03 PM

632 Only if implemented with appropriate use of government revenues in mind and a
fund that addresses accidents and environmental damage. Need effective
oversight. Revenues should not be viewed as a means to expand governments

Aug 20, 2011 2:11 PM

633 so this gov't can spend more , by taxing,  and waste our money Aug 20, 2011 1:07 PM

634 This seems to be the "savior" of our area - however the natural gas industry
must be regulated to insure that no damage be done to the environment.

Aug 20, 2011 12:10 PM

635 I am not a scientist, and would wait until conclusive scientif findings have been
made on the safety and environmental impacts before rendering an opinion.

Aug 20, 2011 12:03 PM

636 We are not doing enough to prepare for the impending expansion of this
industry. Towns should be adopting identical zoning ordinances, building codes,
property maintenance codes, and noise standards. They should be implementing
identical fee structures for permits of all kinds, especially road use permits.

Aug 20, 2011 11:09 AM

637 Don't try to pull the wool over our eyes. You know this hydrofracking is unsafe at
any speed. www.nyrad.org. Create green energy and green job. Think long term
goals. Fossil fuels cause global warming and they will run out delaying our
conversion to more sustainable solutions. I'll coin a new saying/ phase:  "It's the
environment stupid"

Aug 20, 2011 10:46 AM

638 There is no "safe gas drilling." The industry lobbies and writes most of the rules,
and the record has been abysmal in every other state where this has taken
place. The Southern Tier will be target number one in this state. If there were
such a thing as "safe drilling," there would be no need to exempt Skaneateles
Lake and the New York City watershed. Chemical spills have already happened
(and been hushed) with the smaller vertical wells. The Millennium is the best
maintained of the pipelines, and its record is not clear. Pipelines leak. All
pipelines and compressors leak. The air quality destroys good health. Salt mine
storage has already proven to be a bad idea in Texas. And our geology and
climate are even less favorable to such storage. The radioactivity present in our
rocks should stay safely in the ground.  No one wants to vacation in a gas field;
no one wants to live in a gas field except for those who are trapped and have no
money to move. Large landowners (some of them from out of the area) will move
when conditions become unfavorable. Those who have money and education
will also move, taking a loss on their homes. That will leave workers, some of
whom may be hired by the gas corporations, and restaurant and hotel workers.
Again, no one really wants to live in a gas field, including CEO's and other

Aug 20, 2011 9:59 AM
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executives from the gas corporations. When our area is destroyed, they will
leave. What will we do for jobs then?  We have a choice to develop alternative
energy (the Solar Jobs Act could create at least 20,000 jobs, destroying -
nothing). We could build upon similar technologies, get off fossil fuels, and for
those who understand climate change, become responsible citizens who know
that anything that threatens the earth and the other species threatens us. Natural
gas, by the way, is not earth friendly as it is extracted; the methane is far more
damaging than carbon. Those who doubt Prof. Howarth, Cornell U., need to
remember that one of the chief fears of climatologists is the potential melting of
the permafrost. Why? Because the methane released could tip the balance,
pushing us past a livable climate. There are many more reasons why gas is a
poor idea. The "balanced strategy"  of which you speak is impossible in the light
of corporate profits. And the "safe responsible drilling" cannot happen while
human beings are carrying this out. Accidents happen. Some at drilling sites.
Some with  pipelines. Many with fracking trucks. In addition, the usable products
you mention are not the clean, health inducing products that will carry us into a
better way of living.We must be developing and using sustainable alternatives.

639 The number of short an long term disadvantages of "fracking" are legion. Aug 20, 2011 9:52 AM

640 This tactic/strategy is entirely at odd with sustainable agriculture, tourism, higher
education.

Aug 20, 2011 8:57 AM

641 not in favor of using salt mines for gas storage Aug 20, 2011 7:59 AM

642 Look to Pennsylvania to realize how detrimental this industry ultimately is. The
purported economic benefits fall on a few locally while the liabilities are suffered
by all.

Aug 20, 2011 7:52 AM

643 this is the most reckless industry on earth.  To get short term gains for a few, we
sacrifice quality and quantity of life for many.  this will only happen over my dead
body.  We know very well that our days of dependence on fossil fuel energy are
numbered.  The time to transition aggressively to renewables and improved
conservation and efficiency is now.  If you want job creation on a major scale,
push hard for a transition to sustainability.

Aug 20, 2011 6:47 AM

644 Safe exploration of unconventional fossil fuel is an oxymoron. It is foolish to think
we can "balance" fossil fuel development with health and economic welfare. We
are painfully overdue in developing in utilizing renewable energy sources.

Aug 20, 2011 12:11 AM

645 I do not see the gas industry as offering safe development of the area. For
instance, consult the May report of the hospital in Troy NY.

Aug 19, 2011 11:13 PM

646 We need to bring the gas companies in for the revenue. They will take some of
the burden off tax payers, and help land owners pay their property taxes. Help
ones like us laid-off to pay our bills, and not lose our home.

Aug 19, 2011 10:38 PM

647 A major controversial opportunity but probably the most significant one that has
not been developed. we definitely need to keep moving forward.

Aug 19, 2011 10:08 PM

648 Overzealous regulatory oversight of industries with less impact than natural gas
development should be relaxed, such as eliminating the oversight of medium-
sized CAFOs to free up resources for exploitation of the black shale gas plays.

Aug 19, 2011 10:00 PM
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649 There is no environmentally safe hydrofracking; certainly no adequate monitoring
or enforcement of environmental protection. Regulations and staff to protect the
environment are inadequate and the resources of the industry are practically
unlimited.

Aug 19, 2011 9:49 PM

650 DO CONSIDER SAFETY OF GROUND WATER AND THE IMPACT OF
DRILLING ON PLANTS ANIMAL AND HUMAN HEALTH

Aug 19, 2011 9:20 PM

651 This is going to happen. We need to find a way to not only ship gas but use it. Aug 19, 2011 7:18 PM

652 move with the times Aug 19, 2011 6:45 PM

653 no brainer. Aug 19, 2011 6:06 PM

654 Although there are some issues that still need to be solved we need the energy
that exists on our land to help us become less dependant on forigen resources

Aug 19, 2011 6:04 PM

655 This is a bad idea. Without the gas companies be transparent, this cannot work.
There are so many reasons this is a bad idea. Read some of the impact analysis
for disinterested third parties lie Cornell University. Everything you are trying to
do can be destroyed by Fracking.

Aug 19, 2011 5:53 PM

656 Emphasis on safety Aug 19, 2011 5:35 PM

657 This whole initiative takes our eyes of the real issue of finding sustainable
solutions to our long term energy needs.  It has not been proven to be safe, and
any short term gains are out weighed by environmental damage, loss of habitat,
and actual economic degradation.  Economic benefits (jobs etc.) are grossly over
stated, and currently under investigation.  THIS IS NOT THE WAY TO
GO!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Aug 19, 2011 5:05 PM

658 There is no doubt that natural gas drilling brings jobs and economic impact. Aug 19, 2011 5:03 PM

659 economics will rule the day on these decisions we need to get it right when it
happens but it will happen no matter what forces try to prevent it.

Aug 19, 2011 4:54 PM

660 This represents an opportunity that is here and now.  The DEC has concluded
that this can be done safely and it has been done safely for yrs in other states
and with the DEC regulation propposed we should move on this ASAP.

Aug 19, 2011 4:39 PM

661 I don't believe the technology has been developed that is safe enough.  It could
destroy the things that makes our area so unique and worth living in.

Aug 19, 2011 4:05 PM

662 The value of the gas and the industry to the overall long term economy is greatly
overstated and must be examined.  Gas is not gold; neither will pave our streets.

Aug 19, 2011 3:55 PM

663 Only with the use of strong regulations, prohibiting going forward without
revealing the chemical content used in the fracturing process. Responability for
road damage, etc.

Aug 19, 2011 3:29 PM

664 This can not happen soon enough. Start slow work with the gas compaines limit
drill rigs. Put inspectors on the rigs trained by teh DEC and see how the tests go.
There has to be some reasonable approach that works for all parties.

Aug 19, 2011 3:08 PM
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665 This maybe the only future for the Broome County area. Aug 19, 2011 3:05 PM

666 It's way pass time to issue permits, PA is over suppling the need. Aug 19, 2011 3:01 PM

667 SAFE exploration is key, as is structuring things so that a FAIR share of the
enormous profits energy production generates stays here in the region that is
paying the social and environmental costs.

Aug 19, 2011 2:50 PM

668 with sensitivity to environment and landscape protection. Aug 19, 2011 2:33 PM

669 Natural gas might be the only ace the Southern Tier has in its hand. Aug 19, 2011 2:09 PM

670 This should most deifnaly be a part of the Strategic plan.  The marcellus shale is
the underrlying factor that really sets this region apart from the rest of NYS.
Any recommendations in the strategy must be well thought out.  The council can
not just issue 'talking points' and platitudes.  They must seriously consider the
long term effects and identify, in advance, solutions to potential environmental
problems.

Aug 19, 2011 1:59 PM

671 We are destroying our little section of the world. The effects of this industry will
be far-reaching and irreversible.

Aug 19, 2011 1:57 PM

672 Lets go for it and do it enviormentally reponsibly and be a model for the rest of
the country and world.

Aug 19, 2011 1:53 PM
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1 Passenger rail service to NYC, if it were reliable and fast, would be an incredible
asset.  I already commented on the need for expanded boradband access. This
also came up in my town's survey. A large majority of respondents saw a need
for it.

Sep 15, 2011 11:35 PM

2 Rail access to NYC would be best. Don't need more or bigger airports. Sep 15, 2011 11:05 PM

3 Focus on mass transit, electric and hydrogen powered transportation. Get off the
fossil fuel addiction, and lead the nation into the future.

Sep 15, 2011 10:54 PM

4 I question the need for passenger rail service to NYC, but improving the digital
infrastructure (improved, lower cost broadband access and greater deployment
of fiber optic networks) will be critical to our development.

Sep 15, 2011 9:57 PM

5 We have access to interstate highway system that is sufficient. Any available
funds should be spent to maintain that structure, not create more. We have
numerous roads not that need resurfacing. Take care of them before creating
more infrastructure.

Sep 15, 2011 5:20 PM

6 I especially like the idea of passenger rail, and increased broadband and fiber
optic networks.

Sep 15, 2011 3:13 PM
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7 Connection to major hubs would help the Southern Tier.  Air connections are not
easy or rarely direct, so transit would be very beneficial.

Sep 15, 2011 2:24 PM

8 I'd far rather see investment in rail than highways. As energy costs rise, rail will
grow in importance. We need to position ourselves for the future.

Sep 15, 2011 2:17 PM

9 Passenger rail service would reduce impacts on worn/overused roadway
infrastructure in Northeast. Federal restoration of the Lackawanna Cut-Off which
parallels I-80/I-380 in eastern PA and northern NJ would restore rail service to
NYC via Scranton; regional/state advocacy should be a high economic
development priority. It should be noted Binghamton has excellent freight rail
service from three national railroads - Norfolk Southern, CP and NY
Susquehanna & Western (connection to CSX in Syracuse). Broadband/internet
is widely available from a number of commercial sources, public investment in
WiFi has proved unsuccessful - not sure this is an economic development
priority. Existing County airport is more than adequate; price relief on fares and
increased carriers would be welcome.

Sep 15, 2011 12:38 PM

10 An opportunity to be considered would be consolidation and central location of
the 3 airports in the Southern Tier region.  It would entice greater interest from
carriers to provide service, allow for economies of scale, allow for more
competition and lower air fares.

Sep 14, 2011 6:32 PM

11 I believe that any kind of regional mass transit enables people to use cars less
and save on fossil fuels is a good idea

Sep 14, 2011 3:29 PM

12 HIGH SPEED Passenger rail to NYC/Westchester and Albany (let's make
ourselves part of the state gov't).

Sep 14, 2011 12:09 PM

13 DEVELOP RAPID RAIL LINKING SOUTHERN TIER URBAN
CENTERS/UNIVERSITIES/COLLEGES TO NYC AND BUFFALO AND/OR
ROCHESTER.

Sep 14, 2011 9:49 AM

14 Transportation initiatives strike many as a political ploy to show that somehting is
being done.  Birng the jobs first - then as poeple try to find means of
transportation, the buses can be purchased.  Don't be dumb and put the cart
before the horse.  These busing projects are like toys of the politicians.

Sep 14, 2011 9:14 AM

15 I do not have no opinion.  Some are good and some bad.  I noted before it is
stupid to waste energy and time on passenger rail to NYC,  Fiber optics and
broad band are good.  I am not sure about the interstate access.  I have always
been oposed to the rt 17 to I 86 as it will just cause traffic congestion and fast
food and gas stations.  No permanent development.  Rte 17 is fine as it is now.

Sep 13, 2011 8:59 PM

16 Passenger rail to NYC would be a great addition.  I am sure to use along with
many others.

Sep 13, 2011 8:15 PM

17 This is item No. 1 for me as an individual. We have no way to get around the
region other than by car. This is a tragic waste of energy and a devastating
contributor to climate change.

Sep 13, 2011 12:56 PM

18 I love the Elmira airport and use it always. It is a great resource. I encourage
anyone visiting me to compare it to other airports and not just assume the prices
are lower at the bigger airports. I would love rail service to NYC and would use it.

Sep 13, 2011 10:58 AM
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19 These have nothing to do with triggering economic development.  That is, if all of
these things are created, economic development will not follow.  We have a
great highway system in place (17/86, 81, and 88) and, except for the Best Buy
distribution center, we have not done anything to attract distribution industry.

Sep 13, 2011 9:11 AM

20 All these things are great but only if the demand is there to justify the cost. Sep 12, 2011 11:35 PM

21 Greater access to fiber is needed to pull down cellular an telecommunications
costs.

Sep 12, 2011 9:41 PM

22 I provided no multiple-choice answer to this question because I agree with some
parts of it and disagree with others.  I think that increasing public transportation
would be great. I also think that driving on roads filled with drilling traffic is going
to be terrible.

Sep 12, 2011 2:43 PM

23 More people can find their way to our region if access was easier.  Currently, you
can get to within a 2 hour drive using mass transit such as trains.

Sep 12, 2011 8:07 AM

24 I strongly agree with all of the above. Sep 11, 2011 10:18 PM

25 This is all important to our overall development. Sep 11, 2011 6:35 PM

26 Now this is worth considering. Sep 9, 2011 3:33 PM

27 I agree with some of this but not all ... I think too often that the big highways
often encourage people to drive by an area, rather than stopping.

Sep 9, 2011 10:16 AM

28 If passenger rail to NYC is economicly viable this should be further explored. Sep 9, 2011 8:21 AM

29 Increased road capacity merely leads to increased traffic in towns and the
destruction of what is attractive in the area. Air travel is an inefficient, high
carbon way to move people short distances. Decent rail service would be helpful.
Rural broadband is sorely needed.

Sep 8, 2011 4:41 PM

30 While I believe rail service is a benefit, it should not just be to NYC.  And
perhaps too late since most of the land that once was rail is gone.  I-86 already
exists so what access is needed.  I-99 is almost done, just lacking the
designation.

Sep 8, 2011 3:45 PM

31 Can't hurt. Sep 8, 2011 3:40 PM

32 more public transportation and less reliance on cars. all projects funded w/tax
payer $ must have labor protections/PLA's

Sep 8, 2011 11:53 AM

33 One idea: coordinate feeder buses with trains. The train takes you between the
bigger cities, e.g. NYC and Binghamton. Buses take you to the smaller places
like Ithaca. The kicker: you get on the bus knowing that the train will wait for it
(probably a few minutes at most); you get on the train, knowing that the bus will
wait for it.

Sep 8, 2011 11:02 AM

34 most important would be getting high speed internet access through the fiber
optic cables to the region, also public transportation through passenger rail and
bus rapid transit would be good investments for the future. highways are two
expensive to operate and repair but rails are cheap.

Sep 8, 2011 9:52 AM
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35 Priority should be on developing sustainable transportation models not
transportation models that use massive amounts of fossil fuels.

Sep 8, 2011 9:17 AM

36 This makes sense living here and thinking of the convience this would bring.  If
you have spent time outside of Broome County, you quickly realize you can still
get anywhere in 15 minutes, so new bridges are not needed.  We can promote
air travel as much as we want, but that is not going to change and the idea that
mass bus transportation will have a meaningful impact on the overall economy is
confusing.  This does not promote business development.

Sep 8, 2011 7:37 AM

37 The future (and past) of transportation is railroad. Let's quit ripping them out and
making bike paths. We have a national rail system that Bulgaria would be
ashamed of.

Sep 7, 2011 6:52 PM

38 We need to get away from everyone using their own individual automobile. Yes
to rail service and access to bus transit.

Sep 7, 2011 1:34 PM

39 Not crucial, but would be a major positive nonetheless. Sep 7, 2011 1:15 PM

40 We need a link to national railroads. Sep 7, 2011 11:44 AM

41 Fuel costs will not be going down.  The earlier we invest in transportation
infrastructure, the better situated we'll be for the future.

Sep 7, 2011 9:32 AM

42 Agree and disagree... We don't need more asphalt and concrete; we need wise
use of what we have and build intentionally.  We need to focus on building robust
local economies before we think about shipping stuff in and out.  We need to
think transportation in context of $10 gal gas - what transportation systems will
we need?  Access to do what?  Infrastructure to do what?

Sep 6, 2011 4:41 PM

43 More train service is needed. Sep 6, 2011 2:55 PM

44 Passenger rail service would be very beneficial to the area. Sep 6, 2011 1:48 PM

45 Be sure to connect libraries--most low-income households cannot afford even
cheap Internet. They depend on libraries for this.  If you've reviewed the poverty
data, you know that our counties have extremely high rates of poverty. This can
translate into food, clothing, or even having paper for students to use for note-
taking.

Sep 6, 2011 9:37 AM

46 Sure as long as it's safe Sep 5, 2011 8:28 PM

47 No... we dont need more public transportation that limits where you can go once
you get there unless you rent a cab or car at a cost that is more than if you drove
your own car to the destination.

Sep 5, 2011 1:04 PM

48 Passenger rail to NYC, YES!! In the near future, air travel will become VERY
expensive (gradually, but exponentially so). We don't want to put too many eggs
in any baskets that depend on fossil fuels this means our cars and trucks). Thus
more regional freight trains as well, and terminals for truck/train transfers. Much
more frequent and flexible public transport within small, medium, and large cities.

Sep 5, 2011 12:46 AM

49 This has to be done sensitively- busses and bridges   yes! interstate style
roadways- no-- even though there are days when I wish Ithaca had an elevated

Sep 4, 2011 10:51 PM
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highway through town- they will destroy the character of the region. The answer
is smarter transportation, not more

50 People do not need more ways to run around in circles. People need guidance
on how to make choices which will enhance and sustain their future. It may well
be that some people will leave the area. But that has not hurt other states where
smart choices have been made - it's helped them.

Sep 4, 2011 7:59 PM

51 stop spending money!! Sep 4, 2011 4:47 PM

52 Broad band yes, airport in five years no, now bridge over Susquehanna in five
years?

Sep 4, 2011 11:57 AM

53 I think we should first focus on specific businesses and not create more facilities
and infrastructure in general.

Sep 4, 2011 11:53 AM

54 Improving infrastructure is good idea but only with careful consideration to real
benefits.

Sep 4, 2011 9:11 AM

55 Air travel is a source of massive carbon pollution and noise pollution. Promote
instead high speed rail service, BRT. Support cluster housing and area services,
walk and bike friendly paths to reduce the need for more roads. In a post-carbon
world we will have to rethink our dependance on cars/trucks and produce more
of what we consume locally.

Sep 4, 2011 2:40 AM

56 No. It wont pay for itself. Sep 3, 2011 8:57 PM

57 Our state needs money for all of these so pass the Marcellus NOW and reep the
dollars, jobs, and all will benefit quickly. What good are services if noone is left.
State is broke.

Sep 3, 2011 8:25 PM

58 If the internet access can be what they say, surely long distance travel (air
especially) can be improved and down-sized for businesses.  Look at
transportation in new ways -certainly local public access is important.

Sep 3, 2011 7:42 PM

59 But, do not support the full service/commercial airport concept as, due to
economics and restrictions on access to landing rights at potential new
destinations, the airlines are unlikely to provide any greater number of
flights/options via a consolidated airport than presently exist, and
jobs/commercial activity would be lost in comparison to the distribution of jobs
between the four airports which now exist.  Do not know what the "future I-99"
concept is, but if it refers to the so-called "Airport Corridor" development concept
in Broome County, this is a bad idea which goes against "Smart Growth"
principles and would ultimately have a negative effect on Binghamton, Johnson
City and Endicott.

Sep 3, 2011 3:46 PM

60 Except for building a bridge between Union and Vestal, these are all needed
improvements that will bring money to upstate by making NYC more accessible
to upstaters and upstate more accessible to NYC people.

Sep 3, 2011 2:31 PM

61 Infrastructure development requires local employees. Build away! Sep 3, 2011 10:35 AM

62 I would only extent resources to maintain infrastructure.  The population is not in
a rapid growth stage so any expansion is investing against demographic trends.

Sep 2, 2011 2:51 PM
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63 However, we must be careful not to build more than we can sustain. Sep 2, 2011 2:05 PM

64 just maintaining our existing infrastructure will be a major undertaking--yes, mass
transit would be great, with the goal of using sustainable energy technology....i
would hate for us to miss the opprtunity to do something stretching and novel
that would allow us to leap into a new age rather than do more of the same...the
list above feels like "more of the same"

Sep 2, 2011 12:09 PM

65 While these are "good things", they can only be justified as a result of increased
economic activity, not as priming the pump.  We must be business friendly tax
wise and regulation wise or we are wasting our time and money.

Sep 2, 2011 7:17 AM

66 Consider loop trolley route that connects downtown, BU, and Johnson City.
Consider remaking Vestal Parkway from dowtown to BU as a boulevard with
dedicated bike and pedestrian pathways, landscaping, infill development, and
visual access to the adjacent river.

Sep 2, 2011 12:16 AM

67 I would love to see passenger train service to all the major hubs from here--not
Rochester or Syracuse.  Definitely need investment in rural high-speed internet
also, not just pockets and projects.

Sep 1, 2011 10:06 PM

68 I do not think a new airport will help anything (nor will it force airlines to land
there) but everything else is strong.

Sep 1, 2011 7:53 PM

69 People are leaving and you want new  this and that ! How many more students
and non tax payers do we need before we becmoe Greece

Sep 1, 2011 6:22 PM

70 Over and over we see residents in rural towns who lack transportation, one-car
families, students - advanced Bus Rapid Transportation that reached into rural
areas would be very valuable. affordable connections to the Fiber optic network
are crucial to regional growth, expanded broadband/internet access vital to
residents who need/want online training, working from home, conducting
business online, students connecting to their school

Sep 1, 2011 6:07 PM

71 The upstate infrastructure both land based and electronic needs to be updated
and upgraded with the newest technology and methods.

Sep 1, 2011 3:54 PM

72 No to focus on highways - we need to move out of private SUVs. YES to high
speed rail to and between large cities like NYC, Syracuse, Albany, Rochester,
Buffalo No expansion of Wi-Fi and thus electromagnetic smog.

Sep 1, 2011 1:59 PM

73 INCREASE ALL TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS Sep 1, 2011 1:31 PM

74 Transportation is very important to business development - lower cost and
efficient.  Broadband internet access is extremely important.

Sep 1, 2011 12:15 PM

75 it already exists, this would eb a huge waist of tax payer money, where it should
be put to better use. We have a great highway infrastructure. it worked very well
20 years ago.. Nothing has changed. Dont wiast money for perks

Sep 1, 2011 11:03 AM

76 Yes this is all good as long as it is done is a sustainable manner and does not
support the oil and gas industry.

Sep 1, 2011 10:15 AM

77 wth exception of the need of a bridge from Union to Vestal Sep 1, 2011 9:41 AM
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78 Markets and business avenues to NYCity are important, as is new
communication technology.

Sep 1, 2011 9:17 AM

79 I think a focus here should be to develop one single large regional airport to
replace the 3 existing smaller ones. The Elmira airport would seem to be the
logical choice as it is readily accessible from Route 86/17 and is more centrally
located than the other two.

Sep 1, 2011 9:14 AM

80 But I do agree with the bridge mentioned. Where is I-99? New to me. Apparently
somewhere to the west of I-81.

Sep 1, 2011 8:26 AM

81 Some of these ideas are great; some irrelevant. Sep 1, 2011 8:19 AM

82 provide for more discounted ride sharing/bus transportation to various
employment locations. Cost of transportation, diminishes employee desires to
commute-fewer capable candidates

Aug 31, 2011 10:54 AM

83 The development of a passenger rail service to NYC would be beneficial. Aug 31, 2011 10:30 AM

84 The southern tier needs better rail access to NYC! Aug 31, 2011 9:12 AM

85 Same answer as above. Aug 31, 2011 8:27 AM

86 the rail systems is one of the keys to economic growth Aug 31, 2011 1:00 AM

87 Hooper Rd should be extended  The price of gas will eventually increase to the
point that long distance driving will be cost prohibitive and the need for a Phoebe
Snow / Erie Limited type service of NYC to Buffalo should be in place Better
publice transportation between BC and Ride Tioga

Aug 30, 2011 10:10 PM

88 We have to transform our economy away from fossil fuel dependency for a truly
sustainable future. Invest in renewables, available products from our areas, not
roads, rail, bridges, air to transport consumer items not needed by most for a
high quality life.

Aug 30, 2011 4:04 PM

89 I can agree on some of the points but not all.  Passenger rail service, expand
broadband/internet access and capitalize on the fiber optic network – YES to all.
Continuing to support fossil fuel based methods of transportation is not wise in
the short or long term thinking process.

Aug 30, 2011 3:34 PM

90 Agree to some extent but will not dramatically impact a broad range of
businesses!

Aug 30, 2011 3:30 PM

91 I agree with rail and transit enhancements. HOWEVER ANY FURTHER
INVESTMENT IN INTERSTATE FREEWAYS IS UN-ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT. We do not need to open up more development sites while the
cores of our major cities are deteriorating and empty. Rail and transit will help us
focus development inward, and reduce the economic burden the car imposes on
every household.

Aug 30, 2011 2:18 PM

92 Again, the bridge between Union and Vestal doesn't serve the whole region, only
a small part. We need much improved infrastructure everywhere, not just close
to Binghamton.

Aug 30, 2011 1:25 PM
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93 Although it is difficult to disagree with improving this.  I believ that the current
transportation infrastructure is under used (88, 86, 81). except for movement
through our area, not to and from it.

Aug 30, 2011 12:53 PM

94 fast trains to NYC will access all kinds of growth in the southern tier Aug 30, 2011 10:11 AM

95 We can get there already.  I dont see how this would greatly improve our area in
the very near future.   Maybe after we grow we should do this.

Aug 30, 2011 10:07 AM

96 Be smart about this.  We already have three full service airports. No one is going
to drive to an airport when they already have a choice to use the airport nearby -
or drive to an existing one.  The entire population of the region combined won't
get better airline service.  Passenger rail to NYC?  How much are you willing to
pay for a trip twice as long as by bus?  Interstate & rail access to corporate parks
and development sites?  Now you're talking.  Bridges?  You've got a
Transportation Department full of engineers to make those decisions, but no
money to take care of the roads and bridges they already own.  Ask them what
the priority should be.  Cyberspace - why not make this the only area in the state
that's totally wireless and accessible for free for everyone?  That is almost
audacious - it's a step forward.  For goodness sake - start thinking outside the
box.

Aug 29, 2011 9:40 PM

97 We need one regional airport Aug 29, 2011 9:03 PM

98 maintain what we have. We have over abundance of highway capacity as
compared to other major urban areas. look how empty our present highways are.

Aug 29, 2011 7:28 PM

99 A strong bus network between metro areas (not just within them like Bus Rapid
Transit) - especially buses that aren't cramped and smelly - would be a great
solution.

Aug 29, 2011 4:49 PM

100 Rail service to NYC would be great! Aug 29, 2011 4:28 PM

101 Again, the infrastructure for these projects are minimal or dont exist. Aug 29, 2011 3:24 PM

102 Completing I86 must remain a top priority for NYSDOT. Aug 29, 2011 1:31 PM

103 I don't see the need for a new bridge.  Let's just fix the ones we have.  BRT - as
in public transportation?  I don't think it will sell well, and besides it costst
MONEY to do this!  You gonna win the lottery?

Aug 29, 2011 8:28 AM

104 The focus should be on creating the transportation systems of a non-fossil fuel
future.  This means rail and water transport for the most efficient means of
moving goods.  Air transport is going to get priced out of reach for most of us
living here and should not be our focus.  Money spent on internet access is good
investment.  The future will be different than the present, and our investments
need to reflect the changes we see ahead.

Aug 29, 2011 12:55 AM

105 internet access; NYC rail service to Binghamton are priorities Aug 28, 2011 10:12 PM

106 Why not passenger rail service to any part of the country from the binghamton
area. Not just NYC. I am sick of NYC calling the shots on everything regarding
upstate. NYC should be its own entity like DC.

Aug 28, 2011 9:51 PM
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107 Developing public transportation networks could help take cars off the road. Aug 28, 2011 9:34 PM

108 Should have done the bridge across river between Union and Vestal first, and
wouldn't have needed to make the mess they made of the JC traffic circle.  Lane
markings don't line up.  Cars come in at odd angles, don't always stop.  I'm much
more afraid to drive it now than before.  High traffic on 434 is caused by people
going to 201 or 26 to cross river.  Flyover was a waste because now it's just a
bigger traffic jam at Old Vestal Rd. and 434 because of traffic light at Bunn Hill
Rd.  The circle used to hold back some of the traffic there and feed the traffic at
a more reasonable level to those Vestal intersections.

Aug 28, 2011 8:55 PM

109 Again, too many issues in one question.  Improved internet access and public
transport would be a plus; more highways would not.

Aug 28, 2011 7:41 PM

110 Get the Industry here first & then see whats needed. If we keep adding debt on
top of our current debt prior to economic expansion, we will never get out of the
"hole" were in.

Aug 28, 2011 5:07 PM

111 Why would you build a bridge for a declining population?  To direct consumers
away from Binghamton and make it even more decrepit?  Why would you build
passenger service to NYC, when there is no demand for such a service?  If there
were demand, the railroads would provide it.  Oh, yeah.  To make the flow of
illegal drugs from NYC to Binghamton quicker and more comfortable for the
dealers.

Aug 28, 2011 4:06 PM

112 This just makes it easier for the drug dealers to transport their wares here. Read
the arrest records, the address for many of the arrested is Brooklyn, NY.

Aug 28, 2011 3:15 PM

113 I think we have enough bridges.  People need to drive more conciderately. Aug 28, 2011 1:49 PM

114 See my various comments above. Expanded rail seems attractive, but only if it
can be economically viable. We can't afford to subsidize rail service other than
as a startup venture for a limited period of time; after that it must pay for itself.

Aug 28, 2011 12:06 PM

115 No more bridges. The airport would be nice, but the money can be better spent
elsewhere.

Aug 27, 2011 11:32 PM

116 A must Aug 27, 2011 10:26 PM

117 There is not enough business support for any of these items. While nice to have
and a convenience for some, these improvements will benefit only a few at too
big a price tag when our economy is flagging. Once the economy improves, and
it doesn't seem like it will be very soon, then some of these items might be
something to consider planning for.

Aug 27, 2011 8:53 PM

118 Strongly disagree:       passenger rail service to NYC (would be nice, but not
practical)  Disagree:      access to I-86 and the future I-99 which provides access
to potential development sites;      build bridge over Susquehanna River between
the Town of Union and Vestal;  Agree:      expand broadband/internet access
capitalize on the fiber optic network along the interstate corridor.  I have no idea
what "promote advanced Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) in region" means

Aug 27, 2011 5:02 PM

119 BUT, who pays for it!!!! Aug 27, 2011 4:21 PM
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120 I've lived in regions (Colorado, California) that sought all these things, and got
them, and were worse for it.  Nothing is free.  Much has been lost in our society
already.

Aug 27, 2011 3:16 PM

121 While I agree that infrastructure is an impediment to economic development in
the area, it seems that the transport of products should be a priority. Mass transit
should be enhanced in population centers, however the majority of the region
has relatively low population density and therefore does not benefit greatly from
it. Rebuilding of our rail system would be a step in the right direction but, I fear
that we would be unwilling to utilize it fully due to the increased transport time for
shipment of goods.  We are too used to having our most recent purchase here
tomorrow.

Aug 27, 2011 8:38 AM

122 Need full service airport and train access to NYC....to me the bridge is
questionable I have no problem with what we have

Aug 27, 2011 8:27 AM

123 I strongly agree with "passenger rail service to NYC", and BRT in region.  I'm not
familiar with the necessity for the bridge between Union & Vestal.  I'm leery
about our need to "improve infrastructure" if it's with the intent of providing
corporate Megaliths a means to take advantage of our area.  Fine, if it's going to
allow local entrepreneurs a way to market their wares and to save energy by
having better mass transit, but not so fine if you need a better highway so the
gas drillers can run more wastewater to Ohio.

Aug 27, 2011 8:01 AM

124 Greater Binghamton is at the intersection of two interstates. The billions of
dollars that would be required in an investment for rail travel is absurd.
Concentrate resources on maintaining the infrastructure we already have and do
not eliminate bus lines that hampers people's abilities to get to work.

Aug 27, 2011 7:12 AM

125 Dlid someone say "All Aboard"? Aug 26, 2011 11:54 PM

126 THIS WILL HAPPEN WHEN THE FUNDAMENTALS ARE ADDRESSED. Aug 26, 2011 10:21 PM

127 this means create roads with public dollars,  taxes, for corporate owned trucks to
roar down-for the capitalist

Aug 26, 2011 10:01 PM

128 I agree that we need passenger rail service to NYC that will have stops in the
small towns that offer opportunities for tourism.  Our town's economic base was
lost when the passenger rail stopped operating.

Aug 26, 2011 8:59 PM

129 The Empire State is sucking hind tit when it comes to providing last mile service
to the state's rural tax payers.  We need to repair and sustain the transportation
infrastructure that we already have before we consider adding additional
infrastructure (i.e. Interstate Highways).

Aug 26, 2011 8:19 PM

130 But don't include rail service to/from NYC. We have enough problems with
pedophiles and drugs coming to this area.

Aug 26, 2011 7:47 PM

131 Again, I'd go beyond "expand" to "achieve universal" broadband/intrnet access. Aug 26, 2011 5:08 PM

132 Including the question associated with allowing fracking is misleading.
Alternative transportation was part of NY states history, the car and gas industry
killed that form of alternative transportation industry.

Aug 26, 2011 4:59 PM
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133 Infrastructure should be improved at the local and regional level, again tying to
compact, energy efficient development that promotes walking, transit, biking, and
alternative modes of transportation to the single occupant vehicle.  A rail corridor
between Binghamton, Ithaca and Syracuse could be a great way to connect
these cities and economies.

Aug 26, 2011 4:01 PM

134 Focus should be put on localization. Aug 26, 2011 3:50 PM

135 We have too many little airports in this area. One really big one with great
service would be good.

Aug 26, 2011 3:42 PM

136 When funds are available.  I am against NY going into further debt. Aug 26, 2011 2:11 PM

137 Wow. Still a wide mix of uses. I agree that some offer great opportunities and
some not as much. The survey form does not allow for any distinction. I don't
see how any strategic effort can be successful if it proposes to treat all of these
opportunities equally in some way.

Aug 26, 2011 2:00 PM

138 the only mass transit we need is rail.   Air flight is a heavy user of fossil fuels,
and cannot be part of our future.

Aug 26, 2011 1:12 PM

139 agree with expansion of broadband etc. and fiber optic Aug 26, 2011 12:45 PM

140 I commute to and from binghamton weekly and the roads are fine.  Railroads for
transporation are not profitable just look at MTA and see the blackhole of debt
because of totally abused accounting practices.

Aug 26, 2011 12:44 PM

141 This is exactly what government is for.  The prioritization of the different items
matters, and while each item has some benefit in principle, closer examination
will reveal which ones have the most far-reaching impact, but this is an item that
isn't just shouting at the wind.

Aug 26, 2011 11:29 AM

142 real public transit system linking us to NYC, not nothern NJ, but Grand Central
Station would be an attractive feature.  Combineing the Elmira, Ithaca and
Broom Count airports is also a good idea.  Fiber and broadband are already well
supplied by the private industries.  Non-Profit agencies should never compete
with a well estabolished private industry, that is rich with competition.

Aug 26, 2011 11:12 AM

143 Upstate is already over-built for the demand. Aug 26, 2011 10:33 AM

144 This is very important if we want to be financially attractive to food distributors
and offer food distribution hubs to places such as NYS, Boston & Philadelphia.

Aug 26, 2011 10:25 AM

145 I agree with enhancing cellular and broadband access, but not in pumping more
money into tiny airports or sparsely used rail service. The concern is that these
projects tend to be rife with union and government corruption, they inevitable
take more from the tax payer than they return to the economy.

Aug 26, 2011 10:09 AM

146 Again, the list is internally inconsistent. Mass transportation improvements is a
good idea, but another bridge ma not be necessary.

Aug 26, 2011 10:06 AM

147 We need to have some attraction to the area first to justify the expendature of
the moneys for these items otherwise all of the transportation improvements will
be for naught.  FIRST REDUCE STATE TAXES, ELIMINATE COUNTER

Aug 26, 2011 9:53 AM
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PRODUCTIVE REGULATIONS ON BUSINESSES AND MAKE A MORE
FRIENDLY ENVIRONMENT FOR BUSINESS TO COME AND STAY.

148 Yes. I Strongly agree. Aug 26, 2011 9:40 AM

149 Businesses must be able to access the rest of the world quickly and effectively if
the region is to advance.

Aug 26, 2011 9:36 AM

150 Again, you've lumped too much together.  Rail service expansion rather than
auto, air and trucking expansion.

Aug 26, 2011 9:30 AM

151 If you reactivated the Callicoon train station to NYC it would be a major boost to
Sullican Cnty

Aug 26, 2011 9:25 AM

152 Except passenger rail - waste of money - use the commercial bus system. Aug 26, 2011 8:52 AM

153 Dont forget the rural areas with no sevices the same areas where the gas is
comming from !

Aug 26, 2011 8:49 AM

154 I do not agree with this item "build bridge over Susquehanna River between the
Town of Union and Vestal". The money for this would be better spent on the
other items.

Aug 26, 2011 8:21 AM

155 Airports will grow to meet demand - this i snot a case of build it and they will
come!  Maintaining current infrastructure should take priority over building more
we can't afford to maintain!

Aug 26, 2011 8:16 AM

156 I feel them good rapid transit would help but at the cost it is to much, as far as
bridge to town of union at that expence its no payback

Aug 26, 2011 7:31 AM

157 Infrastructure work is always A+ for providing jobs and improving our area. Aug 26, 2011 7:17 AM

158 Build tunnel from Long Island to allow alternate route to Connecticut and Upstate
New York.

Aug 26, 2011 7:13 AM

159 Development of passenger rail systems in New York State connecting all major
cities (Rochester, Buffalo, Utica, Albany, Binghamton, NY City) would seem to
make sense, both environmentally and economically.

Aug 26, 2011 7:08 AM

160 Regional airport - NO I-86 & I 99 -YES BRT - Limited ROI Bridge - NOT SURE
Broadband& fiber optic network- SOME BENEFIT

Aug 25, 2011 9:37 PM

161 what we have does not stop the developers from coming. Its the bottom line!
Your kidding about the rail service to NYC, right! Another bridge, just might get
as much traffic as the one in Applachin.

Aug 25, 2011 9:19 PM

162 Be business friendly and these issues will be funded by their success. Aug 25, 2011 6:11 PM

163 Definitely a bridge between Town of Vestal and Town of Union.  I still believe
conversion of route 17 to I86 is unnecessary and wasteful.

Aug 25, 2011 5:52 PM

164 Virtually all of these initiatives would have positive regional impacts, though
passenger rail service to NYC is probably the least useful (and likely very
expensive for its potential payback)

Aug 25, 2011 5:29 PM
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165 Focus on rail service and interstate access/development Aug 25, 2011 1:51 PM

166 mass transit!!!!  this would pair well with tourism Aug 25, 2011 12:55 PM

167 Don't need all of the above - some will suffice. Aug 25, 2011 12:08 PM

168 Focusing on just improving local transit service would go a long way. A huge
problem I see is that each county has its own transit service, and it seems like
none of them talk to each other. To get from Elmira to Binghamton taking local
transit as it exists today would take three hours. Looking at the region as a whole
and the connections to other regions is so important to the successes in the ST.

Aug 25, 2011 11:59 AM

169 I am supportive of increased internet access, and would be interested in
passenger rail service to NYC.  However, I am not convinced of the need for
another/larger airport and do not have an opinion on the benefits of a bridge
between Union and Vestal.

Aug 25, 2011 11:44 AM

170 As I said before, expand Binghamton Airport. Also, better Hwy access to
Norwich (Why are the roads so narrow and slow to get to the COUNTY SEAT?)

Aug 25, 2011 10:09 AM

171 Repair the roads and bridges we already have.  Who in the world will take rail to
NYC- we already have bus service.

Aug 25, 2011 8:18 AM

172 Maybe Obama will have Timmy Print us some magic dollars Aug 25, 2011 8:09 AM

173 Yes to rail service, rapid transit. We need to consolidate all the small regional
airports into one central airport, they are not viable as is.  If the Southern Tier
can get rail service to New York City, all our economic problems will be solved!

Aug 24, 2011 10:35 PM

174 We should be running much smaller, cost effecient buses instead of the big
monsters that that ride with only a few passengers.

Aug 24, 2011 9:53 PM

175 not with the bridge to Vestal Aug 24, 2011 4:24 PM

176 We also need to pay attention to expanding our cell phone reception in the
region.

Aug 24, 2011 3:51 PM

177 repair infrastructure - bridges, highways, canal system Aug 24, 2011 3:32 PM

178 An airport with better connects would be great.  Philadelphia is a travel concern. Aug 24, 2011 3:21 PM

179 We have adequate air service throughout the region.  Rail service stopped years
ago for a reason.  Additional bridges in Broome County are not necessary.
Broadband internet is not a function of government.

Aug 24, 2011 3:17 PM

180 Too broad as written to answer. Aug 24, 2011 2:44 PM

181 Although I agree that we need to keep developing alternatives, we need to
provide adequate funding for the infrastructure we have.  Maybe the focus
should be to get what we have in shape first and then look at new options.

Aug 24, 2011 1:18 PM

182 This does little or nothing for the vast majorit of Delaware county.  Our access to
86 or 99 or 100 won't make any difference.  The environmentalist want to
preserve Delaware County because of its abundant clean water so the likelihood

Aug 24, 2011 12:14 PM
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any new infrastructure comes our way is a dream.  Our needs in Delaware
County are so different from the rest of the region it makes me wonder if the
Governor didn't set the region the way he did.  In other words isolate Delaware
County.

183 We do need to invest in our infrastructure.  However, we are already served by 2
interstate systems and will soon have 3 interstate systems in the area.  A
regional airport is not that important.  Syracuse airport  and the Scranton?wilkes
Barre Airport are both wilin a little over an hours drive.  In most big cities you
drive at least an hour to get to an airport.  BRT is not relevent to this area,
Passenger rail service is too costly and it is already an easy drive to NYC.
Passenger rail would not be significantly faster or cheaper.  A bridge to connect
the Town of Union and Vestal has been studied many times.  An additional river
crossing is not necessary, the funds are not and will not be available, and we
already have infrastructure that cannot be maintained.  The amount of traffic that
would be diverted to this additional crossing is not worththe investment.
Expanded broadband is important to development and quality of life to rural
residents.

Aug 24, 2011 11:57 AM

184 I did not choose an answer above--see comment  The need for this development
may change based on the comprehensive plan for the region

Aug 24, 2011 11:26 AM

185 We must not forget the rural populations that will not be aided by the above list of
improvements (see previous note about large commuting distances)

Aug 24, 2011 11:15 AM

186 I agree with the most part on this at the same time I'm not really sure how
building a bridge between the union and vestal would benifit the economy.
Doesn't really make sense to me

Aug 24, 2011 10:42 AM

187 Infrastructure which supports communication and the sharing of timely and
relevant data, information and knowledge will be critical to successful
sustainable development in our own and other regions. We need to work with
state and federal agencies to develop and support such a knowledge network,
that moves us beyond competition and scarcity to collaboration supporting
vibrant, resilient communities everywhere.

Aug 24, 2011 10:41 AM

188 We have made strides in many of these areas but we need to prioritize and plan
to continue addressing these issues.

Aug 24, 2011 10:39 AM

189 All important, especially better access to broadband/internet access.  Many of
our rural areas have none other than very costly poor quality satellite systems.

Aug 24, 2011 10:19 AM

190 We need functional public transportation north of NYC. Aug 24, 2011 9:57 AM

191 A lof of opportunity here for pork barrel spending and long term money losers,
yielding a sustained higher tax rate and continued decline.

Aug 24, 2011 9:38 AM

192 Passenger rail service is far too weak in our area and has great potential for
tourism, commerce and overall connectivity to other regions of our state and
country.

Aug 24, 2011 7:44 AM

193 While public transit would be a wonderful thing, there is already an airport. Rail
to NYC would be great, as would fiber optic. But Delaware county is not that
close to Binghamton. Would any of this benefit us? l

Aug 24, 2011 12:47 AM
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194 Don't see this as a deterrent. Aug 23, 2011 9:06 PM

195 Broome is a transportation rich environment that is lacks coordination.
Coordination using state of the art technology would result in improved service
and reduced cost.

Aug 23, 2011 7:24 PM

196 Bridge over Susquehanna should be EXCLUDED from this position - - a single
bridge does NOT economic development make!

Aug 23, 2011 7:03 PM

197 yes, we need rail service--time to start considering less private auto and truck
traffic.  bridge needed near Lourdes hosp.  we have more sites developed than
are in use.  develop more when we have full utilization.

Aug 23, 2011 6:20 PM

198 We need to get what we have in proper shape before creating new roads and
bridges.  New York's roads and bridges are in worse shape than they have ever
been in. When Pennsylvania's roads are better than ours we need to get our act
together.

Aug 23, 2011 6:10 PM

199 Should not waste money on a regional airport or rail service to NYC.  Road
service is important. Broadband access is important.

Aug 23, 2011 5:01 PM

200 Rail service to NYC is important. So is BRT. Visitors from Europe are used to
excellent rail and bus service. It is inconvenient for them that we don't have it.

Aug 23, 2011 4:42 PM

201 Everything except the bridge. Aug 23, 2011 4:33 PM

202 All things to increase efficiencies . Aug 23, 2011 4:26 PM

203 Improved access would complement a growing creative and information based
economy.

Aug 23, 2011 3:51 PM

204 Somewhat agree, but not with broadband/interent access Aug 23, 2011 2:34 PM

205 Again - agree to some - bridge tween Vestal and Union.  Have no idea what this
I-99 is??? Where is this ever mentioned? I-86 is a joke so improving it could be a
boon for all of NYS, but not at the expense of other areas. Could care less about
broadband access.

Aug 23, 2011 2:17 PM

206 Let's do it!  Lets move forward with these ideas! Hugely important for this area!
This all will encourage growth and development!

Aug 23, 2011 2:13 PM

207 Considering the current economy, none of the above is important in the neat
future

Aug 23, 2011 1:50 PM

208 There are too many airports.Ground transportation needs to be improved and
planned for future expansion.

Aug 23, 2011 1:31 PM

209 with the exception of fiber optic network. Aug 23, 2011 1:20 PM

210 Not more roads, but more mass transit, especially trains Aug 23, 2011 1:10 PM

211 We have airports.  We could use better rail service and BRT to make it easier to
reduce car and truck traffic.

Aug 23, 2011 12:15 PM
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212 The airport doesn't seem as necessary to me, but the other infrastructure would
be incredibly valuable.

Aug 23, 2011 12:12 PM

213 This is a good point, but needs to be done but in the proper way. You want to
avoid expanding additional infrastructure into rural areas, thus negatively impact
the rural character. In addition adding additional infrastructure costs money to
maintain. Who is going to pay for that? While the needs of those that already live
in suburban and rural areas can't be ignored, transportation and infrastructure
improvements should encourage and promote development in the existing
urbanized areas.

Aug 23, 2011 12:06 PM

214 Not sure about the need for bridge at VESTAL and UNION. Is the lack of a full
service airport the issue with BrCo or is the lack of customers?

Aug 23, 2011 11:56 AM

215 Most of your questions lump so many disparate pieces together that it is hard to
make a thumbs up/down response.  I support the public transit & broadband
portions above.  I am not supportive of expanding new highway systems with a
fossil fuel economy.

Aug 23, 2011 11:47 AM

216 Better broadband is always a plus as is fiber optics. Rail service to New York
should definitely be explored.

Aug 23, 2011 11:43 AM

217 This should have been the first question on the survey. Aug 23, 2011 11:34 AM

218 all council members should drive in to PA and spend a day, lot's of trucks, lax
oversight and agriculture and tourism squeezed between drill sites

Aug 23, 2011 11:31 AM

219 With the exception of the Airport. I think the region would benefit from a larger
Regional Airport serving Bing/Ithaca/Elmira.

Aug 23, 2011 11:19 AM

220 Yes, particularly to bringing back as much passenger rail service as possible. Aug 23, 2011 11:19 AM

221 Item too broad. I-86 and I-99 $  should be re--deployed to sustainable transport
(rail). Air travel has an unfavorable passenger-mile/CO2 ratio.

Aug 23, 2011 10:54 AM

222 Most of the listed items are financially out-of-reach at this point.  Expanding
Internet access and fiber optic networks are more attainable and would provide
more bang for the buck.

Aug 23, 2011 10:48 AM

223 Again, I don't like lumping all of the above into one question! Aug 23, 2011 10:30 AM

224 if you can't get here, we can't thrive Aug 23, 2011 9:56 AM

225 I don't see the need to expand the airport, but I do see the value in developing
light rail and regional bus lines. High speed Internet should be available to all
rural areas.

Aug 23, 2011 9:42 AM

226 Town of Union bridge is LONG overdue. Aug 23, 2011 9:31 AM

227 We don't need more. We need MORE EFFICIENT. Aug 23, 2011 9:28 AM

228 Mass Transportation needs to be improved all over the US.  We don't need any
more bridges or roads, we need to move people by CLEAN mass transit and get
the cars off the road.

Aug 23, 2011 8:49 AM
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229 don't need it. we have got along without it. Aug 23, 2011 8:43 AM

230 Improving public transportation such as rail and bus service is important, as is
internet access. Strengthening our small towns, and increasing small business
viability can in the long run reduce pressure on our roads and highways by
allowing people to work within their communities instead of having to drive long
distances to work.

Aug 23, 2011 8:03 AM

231 More development = more destruction. Aug 23, 2011 6:24 AM

232 The airport in Ithaca is already ridiculously big. We can go to Syracuse for the
train. We have enough (too many) roads. Do not expand wireless internet,
because we do not know the health effects of the increased emf waves.

Aug 23, 2011 1:07 AM

233 It seems to me the infrastructure is fine as it is ... this isn't the most beneficial
way to spend scarce funding.

Aug 22, 2011 11:26 PM

234 We need to find a way to do all of these with reduced labor costs. Aug 22, 2011 11:00 PM

235 Our excessive infrastructure is already bankrupting us.  All the new infrastructure
in the world is no substitute for a dynamic, innovative industrial sector.

Aug 22, 2011 10:49 PM

236 The only aspect here that I see the need for is expansion of broadband access. Aug 22, 2011 9:53 PM

237 DO NOT AGREE WITH RAIL SVC TO NYC;THIS IS ALWAYS MENTIONED
WHY??RAILS/TRACKS ARE IN BAD SHAPE AND THE COSTS TO
MODERNIZE IS NOT WORTH IT.RIDERSHIPS DOES NOT SUPPORT NYC
RAIL SVC.

Aug 22, 2011 9:45 PM

238 I think that all this gov't money that goes into providing road networks is still a
system based on fossil fuels. It is a subsidy for the auto corporations. Tax the
h*ll out of fuel like in Europe to pay for the roads. Tax the car manufacturers.
Build the real cost of an auto into the auto and see what happens. Europe has
lots of small diesel cars and trucks that get excellent fuel mileage. Try to find
them here. Something is going on there. Some monopoly. I need a small diesel
4x4 dump truck for example. I had to buy a bigger Mitsubishi than I would ever
have needed that gets really poor mileage because of it's weight. I know there
are nice little Japanese models around the world that would have been perfect
for my needs but are completely unavailable here in the US because of
corporate policy and influence. And they'll say because they are concerned
about safety. Nonsense! Only concern someone has is losing a piece of the
market and their profit margin.

Aug 22, 2011 9:43 PM

239 Passenger Rail really could only help residents, students, businesses. Aug 22, 2011 9:08 PM

240 Housing in Tompkins County, first, and then improve roads and mass transit. Aug 22, 2011 9:01 PM

241 Yes to train system and bus system.  Airports seem fine. Yes to better internet
services in rural areas.  What potential development sites: gas industry?
Absolutely NOT.

Aug 22, 2011 8:45 PM

242 I disagree with some of this and agree with some.     1.  We do NOT need a
regional ariport.  We are well serviced.  We need better routes but do not need to
add travel tome to everyone.  We can always drive to Syracuse or Rochester,

Aug 22, 2011 8:27 PM
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which are our regional airpot      2.  We DO need passenger rail service from
Syracuse to Binghamton, and then to NYC.      3.  Tompkins County needs a
four-lane connection to I-81.

243 Better transportation is essential to economic viability. Aug 22, 2011 8:14 PM

244 This area and the state needs to address the infastruture that we already have
and is in terrible disrepair before even thinking of expanding further.

Aug 22, 2011 7:47 PM

245 such things are not necessary. not important. this is rural. let's keep it rural. Aug 22, 2011 7:42 PM

246 Passenger rail to NYC seems like it would really open up some opportunities. Aug 22, 2011 6:59 PM

247 I'd invest in broad-band/IT access before I would spend much on passenger rail,
BRT or a new bridge. We missed our chance at a regional airport 20 years ago,
I'm afraid. Today we'de be better off with a modern regional service in Syracuse.

Aug 22, 2011 6:50 PM

248 promoting urban transit corridors to better move people from urban centers to job
centers.

Aug 22, 2011 6:26 PM

249 These all result from successful economic development. Aug 22, 2011 5:40 PM

250 I agree that we need to expand broadband/internet access and we need a
passenger rail service to NYC and advanced BRT in the region would be good.
Do not agree that we need a full service/commercial regional airport, more,
better highways and have no opinion on the bridge over Sus. River.

Aug 22, 2011 5:31 PM

251 Our access is ok.  Passenger rail service will not work.  When  was the last time
you took a train?

Aug 22, 2011 4:26 PM

252 Must include complete streets and trail systems that make communities walkable
& bikeable.  This is a quality of life feature that attracts visitors, students,
empoyers & employees, and shows that this a a great place to visit, work, learn
and LIVE.  It helps retain existing residents as well.  Be careful not to induce
more sprawl with upgrades to interstates.  Our highway system is already too big
to maintain with current funding methods.

Aug 22, 2011 4:25 PM

253 Access to Tompkins County.  What other city does not have a 4 lane road
coming into it?

Aug 22, 2011 4:23 PM

254 Not so much development of the airport or the rail service, but certainly an
investment in local public transit, specifically connecting the rural areas with the
more developed areas.

Aug 22, 2011 4:18 PM

255 I strongly support improvements to bus and rail access and internet service. I am
ambivalent about highway development, because it could have a negative
impact on the rural character of the region.

Aug 22, 2011 4:10 PM

256 Many of these improvements, such as passenger rail service to NYC, are not
achievable and would not be cost effective.

Aug 22, 2011 4:08 PM

257 we don't need another bridge! Spend the money elsewhere. Aug 22, 2011 4:07 PM

258 Along with Broad Band internet, cell service improvements are needed as well. Aug 22, 2011 4:05 PM
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259 I am most in favor of passenger rail service to NYC. Aug 22, 2011 4:03 PM

260 No Fracking Aug 22, 2011 3:33 PM

261 Rail to NYC would be nice. Aug 22, 2011 3:28 PM

262 I especially support improvements to the bus and rail transit systems and
improved internet access. I am ambivalent to changes in the highway system,
which could affect the rural quality of the region.

Aug 22, 2011 3:19 PM

263 Definitely another bridge. Aug 22, 2011 3:18 PM

264 Our area is too unique to make it look like all the other 'modern' areas. Aug 22, 2011 3:02 PM

265 I support the increased train and internet access, not increased car
infrastructure.  Let's just maintain what we've got while we convert to a more
sustainable alternative.

Aug 22, 2011 2:54 PM

266 Yes - improve access to transportation systems - the ones that we already have
- connect our airport and bus station with affordable reglular busses, provide
public phones, provide food and accomodations (or specific business incentive
zones) near these transportation hubs.  Provide the trucking industry with rest
areas and services.  We can't even afford to keep our rest areas open.  Rest
areas let truck drivers sleep.  Truck drivers move our goods for us.  Both
incoming goods and outgoing products.  We can't afford to increase truck traffic
until it can be done safely.  And our airport and bus system work fine except for
the lack of connections, communications, accomodations and food that other
countries have available at their transportation hubs.  I have traveled thruought
north and south america using public transportation right from my City of
Binghamton home.  We suck compared to rural Mexico, isn't that funny?

Aug 22, 2011 2:49 PM

267 New York needs to be more competitive first. Broadband/internet access is
important to our future and would be at the top of my list for future expansion.

Aug 22, 2011 2:44 PM

268 Need more parking at the Chemung County Airport - It is a good problem to have
but one that needs to be constantly addressed

Aug 22, 2011 2:10 PM

269 I believe it is important to provide more internet access and that some system of
reliable transportation is important within the area; ready access to major
metropolitan areas is most important for goods, not people.

Aug 22, 2011 1:16 PM

270 Rail service whould include to Syracuse and perhaps Scranton. Aug 22, 2011 12:55 PM

271 previous comment Aug 22, 2011 12:48 PM

272 These things are badly needed.  We also need to improve rail service between
other cities.

Aug 22, 2011 12:45 PM

273 The airport has sucked enough out of us for to long now, The airport is fine. If
they can't run it with the millions they have already gotten then someone needs
to be fired. If you look at maps from 50 years ago they said we were the cross
roads of NYS, look around nothing has changed, calling rt 17 future 86 is just an
excuse not fix other roads that need the repairs. The buses I see are usually
empty, why not make smaller buses that will be fuller. Yes if we had a high

Aug 22, 2011 12:33 PM
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speed gondolla from Vestal to Binghamton with stops along the way it would
take less time than to drive up the park way or highway, smaller buses could
move folks from the hubs where the gondolla stops. Have you ever been to a ski
slope? If we used the gas here to create electricity this would be very low cost.
Spend more time thinking about how to move forward without drilling rather than
spend all your time trying to push gas through. Yes build a bridge from vestal to
endwell but also build a modern treatment plant at murphy's gravel pits that can
treat water in ponds that naturally treat the water and return it to the river clean.
This is what eminent domain is for.

274 Planes, trains, cars, busses, internet all different from each other.  If the creators
of this questionnaire make a living from creating questionnaires, they should be
fired.

Aug 22, 2011 11:54 AM

275 Another poorly written question- combining very d  Expanding broadband access
could be important and relatively affordable.  I would like to see rail service
expanded, but I am not sure that is economically viable.   One regional airport
with a good BRT network could make a lot of sense.

Aug 22, 2011 11:51 AM

276 I agree with some of this as per my answer to question # 1 in part 1 Aug 22, 2011 11:36 AM

277 Again, bad survey design, some of these do not belong with the others.  A bridge
from Union to Vestal is ridiculous, and I don't know enough about a future I-99 to
have an opinion.

Aug 22, 2011 11:24 AM

278 I strongly agree when addressing broadband/internet access and a fiber optic
network.  I also agree with expanding our existing regional airports to create
more flights to major hubs. That's necessary for all businesses.  What I don't
agree with is bringing more excessive industrial truck traffic to Watkins Glen and
surrounding tourist regions.

Aug 22, 2011 11:10 AM

279 I would really like to see passenger train service between here and NYC and
other areas.

Aug 22, 2011 11:08 AM

280 Agree on the fiber optic portion Aug 22, 2011 11:05 AM

281 We need to connect to the rest of the world through transportation and internet;
we don't need the world coming to our doorstep to mine our resources in a way
that is not compatible with our values.

Aug 22, 2011 11:01 AM

282 I would concentrate on those items that support major core capabilities that will
create job opportunities.  The bridge is nice but I would rather have increased
capability to attract data centers, back office operations, biotech companies,
additional distribution companies along the I86 expressway. I do not know how
to improve air capability without massive investments.  Hopefully someone else
does.

Aug 22, 2011 10:55 AM

283 Train is important. BRT using fossil fuels is not sustainable. Aug 22, 2011 10:51 AM

284 We do not need additional access to NYC. The population migration from
downstate does not enhance our local community.

Aug 22, 2011 10:37 AM

285 Passenger rail to NYC would be a huge benefit to the area. Aug 22, 2011 10:37 AM
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286 to heel with the airport idea.  by the time it got done the fuel will run out to fly.
Yes the light rail is a good idea but why just NYC try going to the three big city
ion westren NY first.  No new bridges are need any where.  Once more you are
pusing the internet.  look to my other comments for thisone.

Aug 22, 2011 10:13 AM

287 I am not sue that a regional airport has the sort of advantages that proponents
advance.  Why should I have to drive furthe to a regional airport?

Aug 22, 2011 10:11 AM

288 Passenger rail service to NYC should be high speed -this is key. Aug 22, 2011 10:09 AM

289 As I have stated the broadband/internet access and fiber optic network is
essential to building the small business environment.  Small business is the
backbone to employment.

Aug 22, 2011 10:09 AM

290 Again, this list represents a lot of money. Need to focus on proving that some of
these will create a return on investment. Also, re: airports. Seems like 3 airports
in the same part of the Southern Tier is a big much so does this list refer to
creating one large airport?

Aug 22, 2011 10:01 AM

291 I agree regarding broadband and BRT but am skeptical of major new highway
and bridge construction when we cannot adequately maintain the system we
have.

Aug 22, 2011 9:57 AM

292 We need to address existing infrastructure and give transportation agencies the
human and capital resources necessary to do this.  We should not be looking at
lots of new infrastructure, when we are not supporting what we currently have.

Aug 22, 2011 9:50 AM

293 Do not expect government to have the funds to expand highway infrastructure.
Without significant new tax-based investment (including an increase in the
federal gas tax), the State will continue to struggle with simply keeping existing
highways and bridges operational.

Aug 22, 2011 9:47 AM

294 we have three airports in the area.  Don't keep throwing money at them, they're
fine.  Promote park and rides instead and build a bridge over Cayuga Lake
connecting connecting Town of Ithaca or Town of Ulysses with Lansing to avoid
the traffic jam at the bottom of the only existing avenue to get from one side of
the lake to the other.

Aug 22, 2011 9:40 AM

295 I-86 is a bad idea whose time has come - stop building roads that we can't afford
to maintain.  We sure can't afford more bridges.  Do some land use planning in
Vestal which if you look-up urban sprawl is the perfect example for it.  Do
passenger rail to Syracuse, Buffalo and Toronto that would help upstate cities -
We don't need more crime with an easy connection out of NYC to Binghamton -
we have enough via 81/380/80 and 17/86

Aug 22, 2011 9:27 AM

296 Interstates need to be extended. I-99 from Corning to Watkins Glen to Geneva to
thruway. Interstate connecting Horseheads to Ithaca to Cortland.

Aug 22, 2011 9:24 AM

297 I agree with all of these statements except the one about building a new bridge
between Union and Vestal.  We can barely maintain the bridges and other
infrastructure that we have.  Let's not build more infrastructure that we can't
afford to maintain.

Aug 22, 2011 9:11 AM

298 my feelings are mixed.  we need small businesses, we need manufacturing, we Aug 22, 2011 8:40 AM
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need jobs, we need meaningful employment.  We need business friendly
regulations.  But I don't want to see rte 17 turned into I-86, I don't even know
what I-99 is.  It will just mean more truck traffic, which is already too high.  Roads
aren't the problem here, it's tax regs that make business unprofitable.

299 Forget rail, focus on interstate highways Aug 22, 2011 8:36 AM

300 Feel-good boondoggles. Aug 22, 2011 7:28 AM

301 But not for gas drillers to go home for their two weeks off to spend their pay
checks. NO LOCAL TAXES paid by these destroyers. It all goes to Texas or
Louisiana.

Aug 22, 2011 6:48 AM

302 But with caveat - The only worthy project is the rail service to NYC. Aug 21, 2011 11:54 PM

303 We should develope passenger rail service similar to what can be found in
Europe, and reduce our reliance on automobiles

Aug 21, 2011 11:14 PM

304 A secondary priority Aug 21, 2011 11:02 PM

305 I agree but how many times is this going to be trotted out only to disappoint
when yet again, nothing is done?  My apologies for the negativity.

Aug 21, 2011 11:02 PM

306 High Speed Rail is a waste of money.  Private sector busing, offering various
levels of service makes more sense.   A super regional airport to service
Binghamton - Elmira - Itahaca would seem logical to me located on I-86.  Rt. 12
corridor again comes to mind.

Aug 21, 2011 10:20 PM

307 Again too many items in one question so stop trying to make misleading results
adn this is way too blantant.

Aug 21, 2011 10:09 PM

308 But will have to be made clear that it will serve industrial and commercial
purposes as well as consumer transportation.

Aug 21, 2011 10:08 PM

309 We could put many, many people to work on these types of projects! Aug 21, 2011 10:06 PM

310 traveling east and west can be done easily on major roads through the tier.
Traveling north/south of those road is hindered by rivers, railways and poor
planning. Though costly, it would be beneficial if we started planning and building
of a mass transit system to run throughout the county and into Tioga... A looped
rail system connecting to the bus system. A bridge from Hooper Rd to Vestal
with Rt 17/I86 connections is a MUST!!!

Aug 21, 2011 10:00 PM

311 We need to have better transportation connections to other areas including NYC,
Toronto, Syracuse.

Aug 21, 2011 9:47 PM

312 TOO MANY THINGS LUMPED TOGETHER. Rail, Roads, and Broadband
should be treated separately.   NO to more highways. YES to more light and
regional rail. YES to more MUNICIPALLY OWNED broadband.

Aug 21, 2011 9:43 PM

313 I'd love to see a train to NYC, and I know we need good broadband. Don't know
much about the issue otherwise.

Aug 21, 2011 9:37 PM

314 Rail to NYC would be nice. Infrastructure seems rather good. However, if there is Aug 21, 2011 9:10 PM
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more that can be done, that will also create some jobs in the process, go for it.

315 Passenger rail service to NYC would be great. Aug 21, 2011 8:16 PM

316 Again, yes and no. We need to develop much better public transportation
systems, and sharply reduce our dependence on the automobile and the
airplane. Good broadband access is an important tool for this. Fossil fuels are
growing ever more difficult and expensive to extract, and we must plan now for
the day when they are unaffordable. Passenger rail throughout the region is a
great idea; expenditures on airports and new roads waste time and money.

Aug 21, 2011 7:00 PM

317 Some of the options you list above are better than others. So, I would support
passenger rail service, but I don't know that we need more "potential
development sites." I think we should be making better use of the sites which
have already been "developed," many of which are now underutilized or empty.

Aug 21, 2011 6:51 PM

318 Yes to advanced mass transit. Passenger trail service not only to NYC but
around the state and out of state.

Aug 21, 2011 6:32 PM

319 Who pays for the new airport? taxpayers? won't that require "slow" decision
making, difficult "regional input" who pays for the new bridge? taxpayers? how
do these suggestions compare with the previous section. How about asking if
taxpayers want their taxes raised for any of these items? Or what else they
would cut in order to pay for these items?

Aug 21, 2011 6:31 PM

320 All good ideas, but should be done with close eye on fiscal realities. Aug 21, 2011 6:30 PM

321 there is no reason that train service couldn't be restarted from syracuse to
binghamton, further? considering what the state pays for new roads. this would
improve tourism, trade, etc. even ferry boats on the lakes across the middle, to
save on time and gas. i know they used to have a "ferry" on cayuga lake a long
time ago.

Aug 21, 2011 5:57 PM

322 This would be a good use of our tax dollars. Aug 21, 2011 5:43 PM

323 Mass transit is always a plus to the economy. Aug 21, 2011 5:01 PM

324 1. Passenger rail service to NYC;  2. Bbuild bridge over Susquehanna River
between the Town of Union and Vestal 3. Access to I-86 and Pthe future I-99
which provides access to potential development sites;  4. Promote advanced
Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) in region;

Aug 21, 2011 4:50 PM

325 Primarily for internet access. Aug 21, 2011 4:31 PM

326 This all sounds good.  But who pays??  Who benefits? Aug 21, 2011 3:18 PM

327 The bridge from Union to Vestal would enhance quality of life considerably; I
would be able to walk to Towne Square Mall in 30-40 minutes rather than the
current, cumbersome three-hour walk.

Aug 21, 2011 3:11 PM

328 I know of no proof that access to interstates has any effect on economic
development.

Aug 21, 2011 2:44 PM

329 I love our small airport in Tompkins County, even though it may be too small in Aug 21, 2011 2:15 PM
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today's market.  The bus service to NYC is well used, but I'm not sure cost of a
rail service to NYC from up-state is worth the benefit.  Fiber optics?  don't know.
Technology in communication is changing so quickly.

330 Some of these seem likely to be important, such as better air service.  My
husband recently had three flights back home canceled out from under him,
although there were no weather issues - he ended up spending 24 hours in
Detroit, something not likely to make new business want to relocate or stay here!
But I doubt very much that there would be sufficient demand to support
passenger rail service to NYC and am not sure an additional bridge is needed in
Vestal, unless one of the existing ones is becoming unsafe.

Aug 21, 2011 1:20 PM

331 I believe I touched on this on an earlier question. Aug 21, 2011 12:48 PM

332 Not sure about this... Aug 21, 2011 11:28 AM

333 Especially if the gas industry expands then the infrastructure will need to be
improved to handle the traffic.  Passenger rail service to decrease the
dependence on cars is a great idea.  Regional transportation is important to help
our potential workers get to their jobs.  For instance the bus does not run from
downtown Elmira to Corning on Rte 352.  Linking the two cities might have an
impact on the ability of small businesses to find employees.

Aug 21, 2011 10:20 AM

334 Need more information Aug 20, 2011 8:46 PM

335 Focus on rail and broadband, as we move to a future without fossil fuels. Aug 20, 2011 4:03 PM

336 Encourage rail transit...airport gets enough funds and competes with Elmira and
Scranton despite funding. Bring rail service here

Aug 20, 2011 2:11 PM

337 Wouldn't that be fabulous!! Aug 20, 2011 12:10 PM

338 We don't need that.  We don't need to grow an infrastructure to support a
shrinking economic base.  We need to right-size.

Aug 20, 2011 12:03 PM

339 There are already three bridges connecting Union and Vestal.  I'm not sure one
is required at Hooper Road. Air service to New York would be good. Rail service
to New York would be great but I'm not sure it's affordable to build or sufficient
demand to pay for the construction cost over time. It sure would be better than
driving and parking; it would save gas, tolls, time, and fewer cars beating up on
roads and bridges. There are good arguments on both sides of whether there
should be a regional airport.

Aug 20, 2011 11:09 AM

340 Rail service would be a real plus here. Aug 20, 2011 7:52 AM

341 Hmmm....don't we have a full service/commercial regional airport? Aug 20, 2011 4:45 AM

342 Whatever we develop first needs to align with our goals which we do not have.
Until we can set our own goals, we will continue to merely be pawns of the oil
and gas industry.

Aug 20, 2011 12:11 AM

343 Emphasis should focus on broadband, which offers a better return on investment
and greater economic opportunities for individuals (to telecommute or establish
internet-based businesses) and businesses than transportation.

Aug 19, 2011 10:00 PM
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344 Travel through NYC is also a problem, particularly to Idlewild (I mean Kennedy)
International. It may be more practical to have a new international air field
somewhere around Newberg.

Aug 19, 2011 9:49 PM

345 But only if there is a demand to sustain it after it is developed/built Aug 19, 2011 6:45 PM

346 WE DO NOT NEED PASSENGER RAIL SERVICE TO NEW YORK CITY!!! This
is another conduet for the illegal drug traffic that we are trying to combat.

Aug 19, 2011 6:04 PM

347 This discussion also needs to address the relationship between land use &
transportation.  Policies sense WW II have supported sprawl which is
unsustainable.  We need to build better communities and locate jobs within
walking/biking/transit distances, and provide better rural transportation options
including transit and rail.  Remember when every little town was connected by
rail.  This worked, it just got forced out of existence by cars & trucks.

Aug 19, 2011 5:05 PM

348 Not all projects being equal.  Interstate access - yes.  Local access, not so much. Aug 19, 2011 5:03 PM

349 Our people cannot afford to travel. Our existing bus system is a huge waste of
funds.  One bus could move the number of people that are using it each day.

Aug 19, 2011 4:09 PM

350 not all of the items listed above, but many of them yes to I86, no to bridge, no to
passenger rail, yes to airport, yes to I99

Aug 19, 2011 4:01 PM

351 Route 12. Federal Government continues to provide funding for this corridor that
is not matched by NYS.

Aug 19, 2011 3:46 PM

352 The cost of the studies alone over the years on these issues would have already
built them.  The fiber optic network was built and funded under the auspices it be
available to local governments.  NYS then siad thanks for supporting building it
but you can not use it now.  What happened to all the stimulus money for
Broadband internet?

Aug 19, 2011 2:35 PM

353 Don't necessarily build them, improve the existing damn roads!  They are a
disgrace.

Aug 19, 2011 2:09 PM

354 Maintaining existing infrastruciter, and bringing the existing road network up to
the 'complete streets' standard will be the best ways to improve access.    There
are enough bridges in the Southern Tier.  Maintenance of existing bridges is not
ideals so building any new bridge will only further strain bridge maintenance
budgets.

Aug 19, 2011 1:59 PM

355 These issues are not relevant to our economic development. Period. Aug 19, 2011 1:57 PM

356 sounds to Broome County specifc. We have a huge Region, not lose sight of that
fact also.

Aug 19, 2011 1:53 PM

357 Develop public / private partnership to expand broadband to municipalities which
have a high percentage of UN served residents and businesses which effect
economic, educational, and quality of life dynamics.

Aug 19, 2011 1:50 PM

358 Better access to I-81 is very important. Aug 19, 2011 1:27 PM
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1 Already stated that I strongly agree with the need for more clean/ green energy. Sep 15, 2011 11:35 PM
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Shale gas does not fall into this category of energy.   NY should set a goal of
leading the nation in this area.  Biomass: Right now, when wood is harvested for
lumber, incredible amounts are just left behind. While healthy forests need some
woody debris , much woody biomass currently just goes to waste. What about
local generating facilities that make use of this. Or distirct heating that uses this
biomass.

2 Let the private market take care of developing green energy. When it is viable
and worthwhile, American ingenuity will do the development. Keep the
government out of it, as much as possible.

Sep 15, 2011 5:20 PM

3 Make it clear that natural gas is NOT a clean or sustainable energy source. Sep 15, 2011 4:38 PM

4 Help the Enfield Energy/Black Oak Wind Farm develop. Sep 15, 2011 3:13 PM

5 This idea is one of keen interest in our county. Sep 15, 2011 2:24 PM

6 Conservation offers a bigger payback than new infrastructure. A big problem is
the lack of incentives for landlords, especially landlords of single and two-family
housing to make their units more energy efficient.

Sep 15, 2011 2:17 PM

7 Promote economic development through partnerships with The ARTS Council of
the Southern Finger Lakes and other arts organizations. Promote economic
development through partnerships with the Southeeast Steuben County Library
and other libraries and library systems.

Sep 14, 2011 3:38 PM

8 CLEAN and RENEWABLE.  Suggest some major program to get many local
businesses and households into renewable energy.  This would "put us on the
map", and get us away from the "rust belt" image.

Sep 14, 2011 12:09 PM

9 Definitely a good idea particularly with B University here for expertise. Sep 13, 2011 8:59 PM

10 HYDROGEN, HYDROGEN, HYDROGEN ASK ME ABOUT THIS IF YOU ARE
SINCERE: 607 732-1853

Sep 13, 2011 8:15 PM

11 no such thing as green energy. Promotion of green energy means more
regulations, taxes, special interest.

Sep 13, 2011 5:05 PM

12 Green energy is financially unsustainable. Look at Spain. Look at Solyndra. Sep 13, 2011 4:51 PM

13 See above. We need to sharply, and quickly, reduce our dependence on fossil
fuels.

Sep 13, 2011 12:56 PM

14 I like the idea of more wind farms- I think they are very majestic. I think if Brazil
can be independent where energy is concerned, so can we.......

Sep 13, 2011 10:58 AM

15 There is no Green Energy economy and pursuing it is a waste of resources. If it
were such a solid business, then it would not need substantial subsidies.

Sep 13, 2011 9:51 AM

16 This is all bogus.  Developing and building "green" products is an acceptable
goal, but, by this, I mean products that are energy-efficient and non-polluting.
Products must, by themselves, be market-efficient, that is, profitable and
marketable.

Sep 13, 2011 9:11 AM
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17 Decreasing cost of operations is helpful.  Providing cost incentives and local and
state codes etc that encourage alternative energy sources is critical.

Sep 13, 2011 8:34 AM

18 Disagree because of subsidies which I do not support.  Green businesses should
have to figure out how to make a profit without subsidies because of our poor
economy at this time.

Sep 13, 2011 6:34 AM

19 tax cornell. tax their international pals too Sep 12, 2011 8:43 PM

20 I provided no multiple-choice answer to this question because I agree with some
parts of it and disagree with others.  The development of truly clean energy
sources like wind and solar would be great, and I think this is what we should be
concentrating on, not shale gas. The immediate financial rewards may be
smaller, but long-term we would be in a much better position. Although I am
strongly opposed to gas drilling, I am not opposed to wind farms as long as they
are reasonably sited. I would much rather live very close to a wind farm than
very close to a gas well, and I say this after having visited gas well sites in PA
and a wind farm site in PA. I know there are drawbacks to wind farms, but a wind
farm is not going to pollute my air and water, suffer a blowout, ignite, or dump
chemicals on my lawn. The same goes for solar. We should be thinking 21st
century, not 20th century. Drilling for shale gas now is like opening a typewriter
factory on the eave of the computer age. We should also be brainstorming about
ways to save energy, both at the public and private level. It's time to think
outside the box, not revert to last century's answers.

Sep 12, 2011 2:43 PM

21 a matter of course! Sep 12, 2011 8:07 AM

22 I strongly agree with everything except the promotion of bio-fuels that drives up
the cost of  (food) staples, leading to increased hunger worldwide.  Let's
harness, for example, the technical know-how on our college campuses to find
new uses for recycled materials, creating good new jobs locally.  Also, it's time to
thing solar.  If homes and businesses in Turkey can have solar  storage cells on
every roof, why don't we???  Let's find a way to do that in Binghamton, NY and
market the idea to the rest of the country.

Sep 11, 2011 10:18 PM

23 Clean energy, green business is a lot of rhetoric. Sep 11, 2011 1:44 AM

24 Sensible.  The only way to go. Sep 9, 2011 3:33 PM

25 Clean energy is makes the most sense, as it is compatible with propmoting
tourism and and attracting new businesses to the region.  Employees of new
business want such a place that supports family quality of life.

Sep 9, 2011 8:21 AM

26 We need to sustain our way of life and our future by encouraging clean energy
business development and location to NYS, which would in turn benefit local
economies and local residents.

Sep 8, 2011 10:11 PM

27 Yes! Sep 8, 2011 5:22 PM

28 An emphasis on distributed generation by paying retail rates for domestically-
generated power fed to the grid is essential.  Clean energy development must be
done without "cowboy" exploitation of local communities such as exploitative
wind-farm leases.

Sep 8, 2011 4:41 PM
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29 Rather than investing in dirty energies, why not harness the sun, the wind?
Obviously, people who are making money from oil and gas are not going to give
up their golden egg. Too bad for the next generation.

Sep 8, 2011 4:23 PM

30 This region has plenty to offer related to alternate energy and could be a leader
here.

Sep 8, 2011 3:45 PM

31 Would like to see area go from rust belt to "green" belt. Green businesses would,
in turn, make green for their owners, employees, and local economies. Great
idea if it's done with proper oversight (unlike previous economic development
program) and focus on building/growing organizations already here. People with
strong ties to the area are more likely to stay with or without funding as opposed
to enticing an out-of-state firm with a tax break. When the money is gone, so are
they.

Sep 8, 2011 3:40 PM

32 Let's be a leader rather than getting bogged down in doing things the old way. Sep 8, 2011 3:17 PM

33 I agree, as long as this does NOT include natural gas, which any educated
person knows is NOT a clean energy.  Gov.Cuomo knows it; he'sjust in denial
because he sees upstate as a thrid world country to be savaged in the good old
Corporate American way.

Sep 8, 2011 1:29 PM

34 Look to the "fish schooling windmill farms" which use vertical turbines.    Google
fish schooling and wind mills!

Sep 8, 2011 1:12 PM

35 Do this and everyone will want to live upstate. Sep 8, 2011 1:01 PM

36 We should be investing in a BIG way in renewables instead of pushing forward
on gas drilling, which will be a disaster for our state.

Sep 8, 2011 11:53 AM

37 solar is not economically feasible in the region and should not be invested in with
public funds, but wind has much more potential here. corn ethanol is inefficient,
sugar cane ethanol is much more efficient. and energy degree program at
binghamton is a great idea.

Sep 8, 2011 9:52 AM

38 Encourage Eco-Industrial Park development to promote GREEN manufacturing
and waste reduction.

Sep 8, 2011 9:17 AM

39 This has its place, but it is tough to promote alternative green energy and natural
gas at the same time.

Sep 8, 2011 7:37 AM

40 Define "green" businesses? Sep 7, 2011 6:52 PM

41 It is the future. Let's start now. Sep 7, 2011 1:34 PM

42 This should be one of the primary areas of focus. Sep 7, 2011 1:15 PM

43 This is the future. We  must invest in R&D in new technologies. Sep 6, 2011 7:37 PM

44 Clean Energy Living  -- beyond the buzz of media... Who is willing to model the
future?  Think as we thought when we decided to go to the moon in creating
local self-sufficient sustainable energy systems for the people living here.

Sep 6, 2011 4:41 PM

45 Green energy is a myth. Its inefficient, costly and does not provide the large Sep 6, 2011 2:22 PM
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scale energy needs that the region requires. Its feel good energy.

46 Just leave out hydrofracking--it is not clean or green. Sep 6, 2011 9:37 AM

47 This is bunk. This is how we got here.  Quit trying to save the world.  We need to
be competitive.  Get prosperous first, then save the world.

Sep 6, 2011 6:34 AM

48 This should be done in conjunction with the development of the natural gas
drilling.Many alternate-energies are derived from natural gas such as fuel cell
technology.

Sep 5, 2011 9:43 PM

49 With all eyes on the area for gas extraction (the OLD way), promoting wind,
solar, etc., the NEW way, will set us apart.  And these technologies can be
exported, licensed, etc.  Simple extraction of gas means that other people make
money on their technology taking our natural resources.

Sep 5, 2011 9:39 PM

50 Clean energy is great, but until it is cost efficient and not forced and taxed on
people it will fail.

Sep 5, 2011 1:04 PM

51 I believe gas exploration will help give an energy for our area. Sep 5, 2011 12:01 PM

52 The impacts of hydraulic fracturing require more research.  What doesn't require
more research is the use of solar thermal, pv and wind technologies.  These
technologies work.  For a 5-year economic plan and long term, renewable
energy will provide more jobs per unit of energy while keeping our environment
and most noteably our WATER safe and clean for us and the future generations
to come.

Sep 5, 2011 8:18 AM

53 Just don't pretend that methane (euphemistically renamed natural gas) is green
or clean. It may be odorless (until processed), but it stinks!

Sep 5, 2011 12:46 AM

54 Wind Mills and Solar are clean energy.  Hydrofracking for natural gas is not
clean energy when everything is taken into account.

Sep 4, 2011 9:01 PM

55 Whether on a local or national scale, you poll people, and this is what they want.
Unless they have their heads stuck in the sand.

Sep 4, 2011 7:59 PM

56 How about conservation? Sep 4, 2011 11:57 AM

57 I'd like this  to be our regions top priority, with every effort to educate the public
as to the benefits.

Sep 4, 2011 9:11 AM

58 Yes - this is the focus we need! Sep 4, 2011 2:40 AM

59 If you do just one thing, just one, expand solar and wind at least to the extent
that you're letting the Marcellus developers take everything we've got.  I would
much rather live on the Tug Hill Plateau with the windmills than these cancer
causing well pads.

Sep 3, 2011 9:59 PM

60 Yes, this is the future of our country. We need to be competitive. Sep 3, 2011 8:57 PM

61 I do not believe nucular energery is safe or should continue to be used until there
is a way to safe use or dispose of the waste!!  Not by storing them in unused
mines!

Sep 3, 2011 8:52 PM
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62 Too expensive and too lenghtly. It has been proven it doesn't work. Billions
spent, few jobs, and nothing accomplished but more money wasted. DON'T
WASTE OUR TAXDOLLARS

Sep 3, 2011 8:25 PM

63 The Southern Tier is in a prime location both geographically and economically to
expand on this venture. There are a lot of old spaces which could be converted
to places to develop clean energy, and manufacture, installation, and
maintenance of these technologies would be a boon to workers looking for jobs
in the region.

Sep 3, 2011 7:50 PM

64 Starting now by cancelling all fossil fuel endeavors asap and insisting that profits
are in developing new methods.

Sep 3, 2011 7:42 PM

65 Clean energy is generally not economically sustainable, so this is an area that
cries out for economic assistance, but in the long run -- other than solar -- it may
not be successful.  However, to the extent renewable sources can be developed
(such as from biogas captured from anaerobic digestion on farms and sewage
plants, as well as from the burning of biosolids [as an alternative to landfilling,
composting, or direct land application]).

Sep 3, 2011 3:46 PM

66 This is extremely important.  However, bioenergy/biofuels need to be thought
through carefully as they are not necessarily where we want to put our
resources.  Renewable energy manufacturing is exactly what we should be
doing.

Sep 3, 2011 2:31 PM

67 Let me be kind.  Providing public funds to promote green businesses and
providing subsidies for alternative energy firms is throwing money down a rat
hole.  Witness this week's $535 million debacle in loan guarantees for Solyndra
which went into bankruptcy.  The way to support alternative energy is to provide
funding to research facilities (universities, government facilities, etc) under an
open patent system.  Whatever is the result of their research is open for all to
use.  It is not proprietary.  This way we support the research for next step in
alternative energy, not prop up or support yesterday's products. My message in
brief  --  NO SUBSIDIES.

Sep 3, 2011 2:25 PM

68 However, natural gas produced by fracking is not "clean energy" and cannot be
included under this heading. The reason is that the activities associated with gas
extraction by fracking are "dirty" not clean and highly detrimental to
environments, economies, infrastructures of the communities in which it is
practiced.

Sep 3, 2011 10:41 AM

69 Sustainable industries will ensure a productive healthy future for our
communities and our children.

Sep 3, 2011 10:35 AM

70 We must get off fossil fuels of all kinds - oil and gas.  They are not long term
solutions and only enrich the few in the short term and will destroy us in the long
term if we are not prepared for the reduction of supply that is inevitable.

Sep 3, 2011 7:59 AM

71 With out govenment assistance they programs are not financially feasible.  A
waste of time and resources until the investments can produce a return with out
market distorting government invervention.

Sep 2, 2011 2:51 PM

72 We should do everything we possibly can to develop alternative energy,
especially biofuels which can be grown and produced right here in the Southern

Sep 2, 2011 2:05 PM
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Tier.

73 yOU HAD ONE OF THE CLEANIST COAL BURNING PLANTS IN THE U.S.,
BUT BOUGHT YOUR ENERGY FROM OTHER STATES THAT DON'T HAVE
OUR REGULATIONS. cLEAN AIR WAS NOT THE ISSUE. MONEY WAS. AS A
RESULT THERE WERE MORE LOCAL JOBS LOST!

Sep 2, 2011 2:01 PM

74 yes...this feels like a shift to a new way Sep 2, 2011 12:09 PM

75 good idea but wind &solar are a long way from being the answer in the intrem
and as this technology gets better we need to look at nat gas devolpment to get
us thru

Sep 2, 2011 9:49 AM

76 The Southern Tier is in serious decline.  Government investments in "Green
Energy" require increased taxes which are the retardant that is causing the
problem.  Yes, I want Green energy to become a reality, but for now it is only a
hope.  We must let the business community deal with this as a research project
UNTIL we get the economy fixed.  Natural gas is the sensible vehicle to
prosperity and reduced carbon for the short term.

Sep 2, 2011 7:17 AM

77 I think the programs that NYSERDA provides and other agencies like that need
to be involved in regional planning and need to have funds to help out interested
investors and consumers.  I would put up a wind turbine in a heartbeat, but don't
have the money--even if some is rebated after the fact.

Sep 1, 2011 10:06 PM

78 THIS AREA DOES NOT WORK WITHOUT GREAT AMOUNTS OF TAX PAYER
MONEY.

Sep 1, 2011 8:30 PM

79 Only if it's economic, which it generally isn't. Sep 1, 2011 8:12 PM

80 Let private developement take the lead. Sep 1, 2011 6:22 PM

81 Europe is doing this very successfully. China has become the solar panel
producer for the world. This is the world's future and we need to be excelling at
clean energy.

Sep 1, 2011 6:07 PM

82 Please consider geothermal energy as the "bridge fuel" rather than natural gas.
As noted above, it does utilize electricity as the primary source of energy, but it
has a 350% efficiency with no additional combustin by-products compared to
natural gas which is at the most a 95% efficiency level in the newest natural gas
furnace and also generates destructive by-products during the combustion
process.  Geothermal also provides air conditioning in the summer as a simple
reversal of the process as opposed to natural gas which only generates heat.

Sep 1, 2011 3:54 PM

83 Yes to small scale solar, small scale wind and geothermal No to subsidies to
businesses over a certain level of income or no. of employees. If by "energy
storage products" you mean batteries, OK. If you mean salt caverns for NG, NO.

Sep 1, 2011 1:59 PM

84 THE 2% OF THE ENERGY CLEAN/WIND AND BIO FUELS WILL PRODUCE
SHOULD GO FORWARD.  DECLARE NO MORE MORATORIUMS ON
ENERGY OR GAS DEVEOPMENT INDUSTIRES IN NEW YORK STATE

Sep 1, 2011 1:31 PM

85 Develop conservation too. Sep 1, 2011 1:03 PM
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86 Developing green energy sources would both a way to hopefully lower energy
costs and create new business opportunities/jobs.  I will personally put solar
technology in my residence in the future.  Developing an energy degree program
at BU is good but only if they can use it in the local area.

Sep 1, 2011 12:15 PM

87 GAS is the answer, renewables can supplement but are not a stand alone
solution.  NY Natural Gas NOW is clearly the best solution!  responsibly
developed it will give use jobs, increased tax base, cleaner than coal, its
abundant its local and its ours!  Cheap local energy will increase industrial
investment in our area

Sep 1, 2011 11:47 AM

88 TOP PRIORITY Sep 1, 2011 11:36 AM

89 Good idea and a good future discussion. Not ourt immediate problem. Sep 1, 2011 11:03 AM

90 As long as this is done in a sustainable manner and doesn't include oil and gas
as they are NOT clean energy.

Sep 1, 2011 10:15 AM

91 Strongly agree with the use of Natural Gas as a cleaner fuel. Sep 1, 2011 9:41 AM

92 This is the future we should be investing in.  I couldn't agree more.  Clean
energy (wind, solar, geothermal, etc. NOT GAS)  is getting closer to scale every
year.  We should be building regional and local energy self-sufficiency, as
opposed to centralized grid that depends on fossil fuels.

Sep 1, 2011 9:17 AM

93 The Southern Tier has an opportunity to be the leader in cleaner natural gas
energy economy, helping to replace older coal and oil fueled power. This could
include new gas fueld power plant designs as well as natural gas fueld vehicles.
A focus on wind, solar and battery technology should also be included as part of
a comprehensive clean energy strategy.

Sep 1, 2011 9:14 AM

94 Clean energy is preferred to dirty energy, but the economic reality is that growth
isn't relevant to how the energy is delivered -- except as an R&D process.

Sep 1, 2011 8:19 AM

95 With the exception of biofuels; taking good crop land or destroying other land to
grow something else (biofuel) that has to be burned is a more foolish 19th
century thinking.

Sep 1, 2011 6:53 AM

96 Renewable sources are key, and certain bio-sources, not ethanol.  Subsidies
aren't the mechanism.

Aug 31, 2011 3:54 PM

97 Green, clean energy provides jobs, and that is what we need to improve our
economy.  Simple.

Aug 31, 2011 3:04 PM

98 Do not neglect the western counties of the region.  Binghanton is not the center
of the Southern Tier.

Aug 31, 2011 1:38 PM

99 strongly agree-also hydroponic or alternative agriculture-(LED light) Utilize
Cornell. Provide  incentives and recognition for businesses to be green.

Aug 31, 2011 10:54 AM

100 The development of an energy degree program at BU in conjunction with
strengthening partnerships between businesses and BU would be outstanding.

Aug 31, 2011 10:30 AM

101 We must continue to develop renewable technology. The ultimate goal is to Aug 31, 2011 9:12 AM
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develop and deploy this technology without subsidies. It must be economically
competitive without subsidies and with out artifical cost inflation of eisting fuels
(fossile) by the State or Federal govenments. Cheap clean abundant energy is
the key tour economic success not states subsidized science projects.

102 I would encourage the use of renewables even if at a higher cost. I have yet to
hear, and have mentioned to many agencies that I would like to see more tax
dollars from dirty enegy put to use in the renewables.

Aug 31, 2011 6:40 AM

103 This should be the biggest focus of the strategic plan. Our region needs it, the
country and the planet need all our time and talent focused here.

Aug 31, 2011 1:48 AM

104 along with safe technologies and chemistry for drilling Aug 31, 2011 1:00 AM

105 See answer #3 Aug 30, 2011 6:27 PM

106 Absolutely. This will become a beacon of wisdom if we convert our regional
economy to rely on sustainable energy sources from within the region.

Aug 30, 2011 4:04 PM

107 Most definitely agree- but to make faster strides in the direction of energy
independence we need to address our antiquated building codes.  Israel for
example requires that all new housing construction include a solar hot water
system.  This is bold!  This is what NY (and the planet) needs.  Buildings will last
decades and the responsibility to build smart should be required now – not as an
afterthought.

Aug 30, 2011 3:34 PM

108 Over hyped, promotion yes!  It will not be the commercial boom for many only a
select few! Unfortunately government programs try to pick winners and losers in
commercial economic development, this often fails to live up to initial claims!

Aug 30, 2011 3:30 PM

109 This will be the foundation of our future. Again, lets commit like many European
countries to be off fossil fuels by 2030. Be bold.

Aug 30, 2011 2:18 PM

110 Energy Efficiency is a HUGE market potential, and creates many jobs. Aug 30, 2011 1:31 PM

111 Binghamton University is far from the only college in the region.  Others are
already working in the energy fields; let's support them rather than re-inventing
the wheel.  Too much Binghamton central is being expressed in this region.  In
our area, we have absolutely no contact with Binghamton for any reason.

Aug 30, 2011 1:25 PM

112 Develop biomass as alternative crop. Aug 30, 2011 12:57 PM

113 However, I am not in favor of subsidies.  The ethanol program is an excellent
example of one that is counterproductive.

Aug 30, 2011 12:53 PM

114 SOLAR IS THE ANSWER TO OUR ENERGY PROBLEMS Aug 30, 2011 10:11 AM

115 Green is always good. Aug 30, 2011 10:07 AM

116 solar would be okay, gas would be better, definitley don't want windmills all over
the country side

Aug 29, 2011 10:14 PM

117 Promote, yes!  Mandate, no!  If this is what you want to focus on, go all the way.
Don't let people tell you what you can and cannot accomplish.  We have a clean

Aug 29, 2011 9:40 PM
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slate - imagine BIG and go for it.

118 This should include nuclear Aug 29, 2011 9:03 PM

119 small payback. This sounds nice but not really expandable to keep our region
employed in the next 5 years.

Aug 29, 2011 7:28 PM

120 feels like a fad Aug 29, 2011 4:49 PM

121 Solar, wind and geothermal installations will produce long term, clean jobs. Aug 29, 2011 4:28 PM

122 Clean energy is the next big thing.  The ST is uniquely positioned to lead this
industry and we must not miss this opportunity.

Aug 29, 2011 1:31 PM

123 the future in energy development is impressive. Cornell has unveiled the most
interesting way of creating energy....through vibration. It is possible for our road
ways to incorporate vibration capture, use a battery system to store the energy
and use it in any way they see fit. i.e. lighting along roads, signs, traffic lighting
and in the not so distant future theoretically could power vehicles.

Aug 29, 2011 12:27 PM

124 In addition to the energy alternatives mentioned we should also consdier new
ways to use natural gas, especially if they start drilling for it in the southern teir.

Aug 29, 2011 10:50 AM

125 All olf the above will sustain themselves, the watersheds of NYS state will
hoipefully remain clean and safe.

Aug 29, 2011 10:26 AM

126 Natural gas development, use in power generating, energy ditrinution (NG
conveyance for regional commercial, industrial & residential use).

Aug 29, 2011 9:05 AM

127 That question is like saying, "We should feed children".  Of course we should. Aug 29, 2011 8:28 AM

128 Protect our aquifers Aug 29, 2011 8:18 AM

129 This is the smartest move we can make, and actually is necessary to long-term
food security as well as transportation.  BUT this needs to be done with an eye
to helping those outside the political and business elites to be full and equal
participants in any public investment in building a clean energy economy.

Aug 29, 2011 12:55 AM

130 I agree with an energy degree, I disagree that money should be diverted from
gas energy.  The nuclear plants are closing and we need a safe and
environmentally friendly replacement that will sustain our economy as well -
natural gas vehicles and electrical generation.

Aug 28, 2011 11:12 PM

131 we should choose economic development involving clean energy.  presented as
a choice, I think most would choose clean energy over gas.

Aug 28, 2011 10:14 PM

132 Devote equal resources for these programs as is devoted to carbon energy
programs,

Aug 28, 2011 10:10 PM

133 Yes, Yes, Yes! Aug 28, 2011 9:34 PM

134 Motivation needed to encourage creative & ingenious solutions.  Get off the
fossil fuel past.

Aug 28, 2011 9:00 PM
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135 Consider a High Technology University Campus at old IBM Glendale.  Building
infrastructure is already there.

Aug 28, 2011 8:55 PM

136 This is the future of the region and state. Aug 28, 2011 7:41 PM

137 Wind mills , solar are nice to do research on , but Natural Gas( one well pad ),
will provive as much energy as appx, 140 windmills.

Aug 28, 2011 5:07 PM

138 It's too expensive.  That's one reason Spain is almost bankrupt.  They went
'green' under a socialist government and their utility costs are 20% higher than
other European countries.  Which means their factories cannot compete on a
cost basis with foreign factories.

Aug 28, 2011 4:06 PM

139 Wind and solar will not work at all in this area.  Wind may work along the shores
of the Great Lakes and Long Island, but not here.  Solar does not work unless
the sun shines enough, this is not The Sunshine State.

Aug 28, 2011 3:15 PM

140 There are many alternatives to useng corn for biofuels.  Using corn raises the
cost of feeding animals used for food.  Algies and grasses are alternatives I have
heard about.

Aug 28, 2011 1:49 PM

141 We should start energy saving industry right here, we have the highway and rail
access to build our own windmill company!

Aug 28, 2011 12:12 PM

142 This has a long term future, as in centuries, if not millennia. The solar resource
alone is thousands of times greater than the natural gas resource and it comes
EVERY YEAR.

Aug 28, 2011 12:11 PM

143 Development of biofuels must develop using non-food sources for ethanol -
switchgrass, algae, etc. Alas, the same environmentalists who lobby against the
Marcellus Shale development and press for wind or solar will likely be the first to
lobby against wind (too noisy, harm to migratory birds, etc.) and against solar
(habitat destruction, etc.).. They cannot be anti-development, negative nay-
sayers, they must have a positive agenda as well.

Aug 28, 2011 12:06 PM

144 This is worth doing, but it will be slow in starting, and not big enough in the
foreseeable future to solve our problems.  This should be a supplement to the
Marcellus, etc.

Aug 28, 2011 11:51 AM

145 Natural gas beats coal for being clean.   Is anyone aware that Coal fired plants
use far more water than fracking ever will? You never hear that on the news.

Aug 28, 2011 11:48 AM

146 Develop natural gas resources now. Replace coal burning and oil burning power
generation with gas. The green impact is immediate and significant with minimal
capital expenditures to retrofit facilities. Develop alternate green sources as a
secondary thrust.

Aug 28, 2011 9:40 AM

147 Natural gas extraction is not a clean process and burning any fossil fuel is not
clean energy.

Aug 28, 2011 6:55 AM

148 this is ok but we can't afford it right now Aug 28, 2011 6:04 AM

149 With this were finally free at last. Aug 27, 2011 10:26 PM
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150 But we need to do it without the obstacles placed before us as with natural gas
drilling. That alone will provide cleaner fuel, allowing us to reduce black carbon...
our biggest POSITIVE environmental impact. We should not however be
subsidizing these activities. Real progress is made with earned dollars. Most
subsidy benefits so few with too high a cost. Low cost loans would be an
acceptable way to help bolster green industry.

Aug 27, 2011 8:53 PM

151 pass gas Aug 27, 2011 7:44 PM

152 Strongly agree except for biofuels Aug 27, 2011 5:02 PM

153 Yes, you finally hit on what we should be doing. Aug 27, 2011 3:16 PM

154 Clean energy be it natural gas, solar, wind is the opportunity to get the US off it's
dependance on oil form the Middle East.

Aug 27, 2011 3:09 PM

155 A market segment that relies on subsidies to be competitive is doomed from the
start.  Green businesses need to develop in the open market to make sense.  In
my opinion they are still years away from being economically viable.

Aug 27, 2011 1:15 PM

156 so far the so called green jobs are shipped out of this country.if the government
wants this the jobs must stay here.

Aug 27, 2011 12:37 PM

157 This is more like it. The question is do we want long term economic development
or a short term fix? Use of clean energy and sustainable practices benefits
everyone in a enduring and equitable way! We need smart energy! Lets lead the
way!

Aug 27, 2011 12:31 PM

158 Including clean gas. Aug 27, 2011 11:30 AM

159 Green energy cant continue to demand the tax payer subsidy its inefficiencies. Aug 27, 2011 10:09 AM

160 The nation should continue to pursue clean energy initiatives.  However,
business should lead the way here. Business tends to decide on direction based
on scientific and economic reasons rather than on their next reelection.  For
example, the push toward ethanol is based more on the votes of farmers from
the midwest than ethanol as a viable fuel. While advancements in methods are
improving its cost and energy profiles this would not survive without the influence
of government.

Aug 27, 2011 8:38 AM

161 This is the wave of the future we need to get on this bandwagon Aug 27, 2011 8:27 AM

162 I'm not so sure about biofuel (corn should not be used as such), but this is a
definite "yes" as it applies to wind and solar.  But, again, let's keep that energy
local.  No building industrial wind and solar to send the energy to NYC.  They
can put wind and solar on the rooftops of their buildings or just offshore.  Let's
minimize the transmission lines.

Aug 27, 2011 8:01 AM

163 We are way behind on this issue. Aug 27, 2011 7:12 AM

164 YES! Aug 26, 2011 10:51 PM

165 AGAUN, WHERE IS THE P.R. ABOUT THE PRESENT PROJECTS??? Aug 26, 2011 10:21 PM
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166 this is the same old smokescreen all the energy companies put out.  when they
do anything in this area it's with gov't subsidies, taxes, for their profit. more
corporate welfare.

Aug 26, 2011 10:01 PM

167 leave the corn industry to the farmers for food windmills great  no one in the
southern tier want them go up on the eastern shore of lake ontario see the wind
mills  godown to PA see the windmills

Aug 26, 2011 9:57 PM

168 It is another confusing issue in up state NY. Why wouldn't we want wind turbines
in this area? Any renewable energy that we can develop in this area would be
great.

Aug 26, 2011 9:51 PM

169 Shale gas is NOT clean energy.  The carbon impact of natural gas development
accelerates climate change.  We need to invest in sustainable energy.

Aug 26, 2011 8:59 PM

170 As Co Chair of the Capital Region Energy Forum
(www.capitalregionenergyforum.org) and President of the Arnold Lake
Association (in Otsego County) we need to STOP subsidizing petroleum,
ethanol, coal, and nuclear and start getting serious about benign renewables
(i.e., not damming up any more river systems.  I refer you to the book Water In
Crisis, edited by Peter H. Gleick.

Aug 26, 2011 8:19 PM

171 renewables are not worth the investment, we need to get technology infront of
the wind machines so we can store the energy, the money it costs to put up a
windmill is not worth the return

Aug 26, 2011 8:14 PM

172 Waste of time and money Aug 26, 2011 7:47 PM

173 Not at the expense of natural gas dev. Both can and shoud be done together Aug 26, 2011 7:41 PM

174 See above answer. Agriculture sector will be the group to move these
businesses forward.  We have the land, equipment, knowledge to do this. We
need capital. Everyone is talking about doing something, but no one is speaking
to the farmers. We can do this. We are doing this. Natural Gas exploration will
help us get there.

Aug 26, 2011 7:33 PM

175 And don't forget gas Aug 26, 2011 7:27 PM

176 Our region could become an international model for green development. Aug 26, 2011 5:08 PM

177 I would like to see wind solar and alternative energies to this area.  There are too
many that oppose this that are retired and living on a substantial income that
don't want to see this.  We need to move forward.

Aug 26, 2011 5:00 PM

178 Alternative energy NOT INCLUDING  NATURAL GAS EXTRACTED DUE TO
FRACKING.

Aug 26, 2011 4:59 PM

179 This is where our energy initiative should go.  The production of methane from
animal waste is a great example of dual usage of agricultural resources.

Aug 26, 2011 4:50 PM

180 While I agree, we must be cautious about putting to much emphasis on this
sector because every region of the country wants to focus on clean energy.  We
have some key technologies coming out of Cornell and Binghamton.  But it does
not seem like enough to be the major central initiative for ED.

Aug 26, 2011 4:15 PM
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181 Wind energy has been a burgeoning field over the last decade with ~1000%
increase worldwide. Yet the manufacturing of wind energy-related products in
the USA has virtually stagnated, while China has seen their exports of Wind-
related technologies increase ~900%. Binghamton in particular is well positioned
to become a hub of clean energy technology manufacturing and development.
Located in the Northeast, we are near large markets, we have an abundance of
underused old manufacturing buildings, railroads, interstates, a concentration of
research institutions, and the workforce.

Aug 26, 2011 4:02 PM

182 Energy demand management should also be pursued parallel to clean energy so
that there is a focus on reducing consumption and replacing fossil fuels with
renewables.

Aug 26, 2011 4:01 PM

183 We need renewal energy development, not more fossil fuel from gas at the
expense of our environment, homes, businesses, water wells and health.

Aug 26, 2011 3:55 PM

184 Goes hand in hand with #4 above. Aug 26, 2011 3:16 PM

185 Why don't we have all those electrical windmill that are all over NYS  and
Pa??????

Aug 26, 2011 2:59 PM

186 Natural gas provides a short- to medium-term solution to energy demands in
NYS, but clean energy and especially clean energy technology developments
need to be pushed not only for supplying energy, but to export innovative
technology to the rest of the US and world.

Aug 26, 2011 2:54 PM

187 All of the renewable energies I've heard of actually cost us more money and they
never pay for themselves.  More effort should be used toward natural gas for
now.

Aug 26, 2011 2:36 PM

188 There is a large enough emphasis on this issue. Aug 26, 2011 2:11 PM

189 Wow. Still a wide mix of uses. I agree that some offer great opportunities and
some not as much. The survey form does not allow for any distinction. I don't
see how any strategic effort can be successful if it proposes to treat all of these
opportunities equally in some way.

Aug 26, 2011 2:00 PM

190 If it's viable no tax dole should be required Aug 26, 2011 1:32 PM

191 we need to focus on Solar and Wind and Geothermal.   No fossil fuels. Aug 26, 2011 1:12 PM

192 realistically this is a pipe dream but that does not mean reasearch should totally
stop

Aug 26, 2011 12:45 PM

193 I agree with this and it should be done along with Natural gas drilling.  Our nation
must wean itself off middle eastern oil.  We must stop giving our treasury to
countries that dispise us.

Aug 26, 2011 12:44 PM

194 Clean Energy is great but very expensive to both home owners and business
owners. So many low cost energy measures should be done before installing
wind, solar systems.

Aug 26, 2011 12:10 PM

195 Finalize the SGEIS and start allowing hydrofracking / drilling. into the Utica and
Marcellus.

Aug 26, 2011 11:48 AM
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196 This is the future and we should be investing in it now and grow our image as a
leader in these areas and tap into NYC as a consumer and knowledge base.

Aug 26, 2011 11:29 AM

197 A slightly qualified "Strongly agree," particularly for the "national marketing
assistance" (we'll be hard pressed to have enough green energy for our own
area, we don't need to be trying to sell it away) and subsidies need to be well
structured to help things get off the ground without becoming a permanent
crutch, or else they won't do anything to help with the region's long-term
prosperity.  Similarly, bioenergy and biofuels have a role, but they need to be
handled with caution.

Aug 26, 2011 11:29 AM

198 Green Energy is a farce.  its a waste of money that could be much better spent
developing efficient energy sources not subsidising wind and solar before they
are commercially viable.  It's not just a matter of economies of scale, the
techolonogy needs improvement.

Aug 26, 2011 11:12 AM

199 As much as I think we need to find alternative fuels for the future, the costs
associated with this will cripple the already fragile economy, maybe subsities
from natural gas royalties to the big gas companies could help with the costs of
finding a FUTURE cleaner energy, but we need to utilize what we have at the
present time first!

Aug 26, 2011 10:41 AM

200 resources should be used to develop natural gas extraction, not necessarily
green or alternative energy.

Aug 26, 2011 10:40 AM

201 Can you please come up with a business plan that doesn't require permanent
government subsidy?

Aug 26, 2011 10:33 AM

202 The development of "green"energy sources is very "honorable"and desirous But
has already shown to be very difficult due to NIMBY attitudes.  I.e. Wind in
Naples, Cohocton and others.  For government to expend funding  in these are
areas (wind, solar, bio, etc) would be funds expended with a very poor return on
the investment.  Training for natural gas would show an immediate and long term
return on the investment.

Aug 26, 2011 10:11 AM

203 wind and solar are only a fraction of the answer to our energy needs Aug 26, 2011 10:08 AM

204 Renewables and NOT gas.  Also, not carbon capture and storage for coal.
Neither of these is "clean energy."

Aug 26, 2011 10:06 AM

205 lets go after ng reserves first. we are being bullied by albany politicians who
have done nothing for this area for years. we need ng. development before oil is
rationed and hits 150.00 a barrel.

Aug 26, 2011 10:02 AM

206 no energy source is going to be risk free.  windmills affect wildlife and are
unsightly.  solar panels have draw backs.

Aug 26, 2011 9:53 AM

207 It was proven to me that wind power and solar will not be economically or
financially feasible.    We have to promote the clean natural energy that we have
stored in the ground. We have to move quickly and proceed to drill for natural
gas energy.

Aug 26, 2011 9:40 AM

208 This needs to be done in conjunction with the development of the Marcellus
Shale play, not as a complete alternative.

Aug 26, 2011 9:36 AM
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209 Let's do this instead of fossil fuel. Aug 26, 2011 9:30 AM

210 I agree with green initiative but not at the expense of cheaper fuels.
Development of N/G for trucks (and yes even cars) is a no brain-er, and can be
done in tandem with renewable energy development, but not at the expense of
conventional energy development.

Aug 26, 2011 9:25 AM

211 But, a BIG but, there must be STRICT siting standards for wind. There's too
much "in your face" by wind companies out to make a subsidized buck at the
expense of the taxpayters providing the subsidy.  Wind projects needt
demonstrate a positive payback. For instance, how much CO2 (or other
greenhouse gases, especially potent methane, the primaary componnent of
natural gas) is expended in the mining, milling, manufacturing, transportation,
construction and maitenance of a wind project.  In addition, clearing forest land
for wind is a loser because hardwood northern forests, such as we have,
sequester 100 tons of CO2 per acre.

Aug 26, 2011 9:20 AM

212 Use some of the profits from NG and begin building our solar/wind future. Aug 26, 2011 8:49 AM

213 Sadly, I feel our options to do all these resourceful things for our community will
not be possible without revenue......quite possibly from natual gas development.
And I think an energy tax on the companies involved should be used to install
energy efficient upgrades to all public facilities as well as our homes. We should
use the resulting energy savings to develop further sustainable energy
resources.....wind, water, whatever.   OUR ENERGY NEEDS ARE NEVER
GOING AWAY, WE NEED TO GET THIS NOW! WE NEED TO WORK ON THIS
NOW AND OTHER THINGS WILL BE POSSIBLE WHEN WE DO!

Aug 26, 2011 8:41 AM

214 Government should not be picking winners and losers in the economy. just look
at how much money gov't will lose in Saugerties on the solar panel company that
just went bankrupt.

Aug 26, 2011 8:32 AM

215 too costly, not advantagious on a large scale. use natural gas to transition to
future clean energy. ngas is cleaner than oil or coal.

Aug 26, 2011 8:29 AM

216 including natural gas! domestic energy is our future Aug 26, 2011 8:21 AM

217 Limited assistance is OK but not to the point that it makes otherwise unattractive
alternatives viable - and thus will need to subsidize them forever.  e.g. Corn
ethanol - should compete equally with other fuels.

Aug 26, 2011 8:16 AM

218 None of these businesses can survive without gov,t subsidies. Businesses are
supposed to be self sufficient, provide jobs, and create tax revenue to help fund
the government, not feed off the government. It's really pathetic that something
so basic has to be explained to people who weild so much power over us.

Aug 26, 2011 7:40 AM

219 I think this would be far better than all the gas drilling.No worries about anything
contaminated !! And jobs to boot!!

Aug 26, 2011 7:17 AM

220 Take a look at Lowville and the Maple Wind farms there and how the
town/school district has benefited.

Aug 26, 2011 7:08 AM

221 strongly disagree with the mis-use of "clean energy" since natural gas
companies coined this... "Sustainable energy" - wind, solar, bio-energy, are good

Aug 25, 2011 10:28 PM
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ideas. Not gas.

222 As we search for feasible renewable energy we need to do the studies and the
developmenting of such industries accross our states campuses, Wind is not
viable as no one wants those windmills solar is dirty in the builing of solar panels
and all of our major solar panel manufacturers have moved out of countrydue to
economics and pollution control of the manufacturing of panels. We should not
subsidize either solar or wind but rather the educational system that will enable
our young minds to develope new technology that can lead us to cleaner
energies./ For now Natural Gas is the answer

Aug 25, 2011 9:43 PM

223 Regarding most - Mixed feelings Energy Degree Programs BU - YES ASAP Aug 25, 2011 9:37 PM

224 Bio fuels, are you kidding. You talk about clean energy, we are sitting on 100
years and more of natural gas that can be developed. We will spend a gazillion
dollars on these and forget the nat. gas?

Aug 25, 2011 9:19 PM

225 renewable energy is not a feasible option for this area as far as wind and solar Aug 25, 2011 8:37 PM

226 The more programs at BU the better. Done partner in green or alternate energy
businesses now because they are rat holes for scarce dollars. Money invested in
research is a different matter.

Aug 25, 2011 6:11 PM

227 Areas that move aggressively into manufacturing for "green" energy will become
the future leaders, as this is a long-term solution to energy needs (unlike
something like Marcellus and Utica gas development)

Aug 25, 2011 5:29 PM

228 Sure can happen..But its also down the road..ONE THING AT A TIME.. Aug 25, 2011 4:32 PM

229 This could be our "New IBM- type gravy train"! Aug 25, 2011 2:47 PM

230 Would be great to have a windtower on my 215 acre property, but the town's
codes say their view is more important than my being able to have clean
renewable energy.

Aug 25, 2011 2:39 PM

231 Yes!  The best, cleanest, most environmentally responsible and economically
sound option!

Aug 25, 2011 1:51 PM

232 talk about economic potential...  all the benefits of fracking with much less
downside.  this is where we need to be looking to meet our future needs, not
more gas!!

Aug 25, 2011 12:55 PM

233 This is a very important need and needs to be pursued now to help shift us away
from our oil dependence.  This is an area I feel needs to be promoted by
government intervention in terms of looking at the total real cost of energy use
(wars, new carbon emissions, etc.)

Aug 25, 2011 12:48 PM

234 Small towns fight anything that changes there small town feel.  We need a
balance between living in the country and developing our natural resources.

Aug 25, 2011 12:39 PM

235 As energy economics changes, we could provide energy to other regions. Aug 25, 2011 12:20 PM

236 Natural Gas Aug 25, 2011 12:06 PM



392 of 681

Page 4, Q5.  <b>Clean Energy.</b>  This includes public/private partnerships to promote green businesses; the
development of alternative energy through initiatives, subsidies and national marketing assistance; the
development of bioenergy/biofuels; expanding wind, solar and other clean/renewable energy manufa...

237 Clean energy development and production can be a way for the ST to fuel its
success. I cannot say enough good things about how we need to be looking to
the future and the future is not fossil fuels. Any ideas to get this going are great
and I think if we have the vision, we can take off.

Aug 25, 2011 11:59 AM

238 NY & the country need to become energy self sufficient, reducing OPAC
imports!!

Aug 25, 2011 11:47 AM

239 I generally agree with increased attention to green businesses in the region.
However, I would caution on the bioenergy/biofuels front that it would be
sensitive to local conditions, agricultural land availability and how clean it is while
burned.  I am also not sure what is meant by "energy storage products."  If you
are referring to fly wheels or batteries to store solar/wind energy, than I am
supportive.

Aug 25, 2011 11:44 AM

240 The government does not need to be involved in developing anything.  The word
"subsidies" means more taxes and a state willing to overpay for the what the
private sector can do more efficiently

Aug 25, 2011 10:48 AM

241 Prove to me that that this can be profitable and I'll support it whole heartily. Let's
not do this to the exclusion of everything else! This is a National concern and
should not be funded by local funds. Let the US Govt. fund the "experiments" not
us. Green is incredibly important, but not for a 5 year plan! We will be wasting an
inordinate amount of money on an,as yet, unproven science. This is a "kick start"
plan as I see it, use the money, etc. for PROVEN business and support "Green"
in every way we can until the Fed. has done the spending to make this a viable
source. This plan just does not include enough funds and I fear that something
that is currently viable will fail.

Aug 25, 2011 10:09 AM

242 Make the state No. 1 in the country for green businesses and alternative energy. Aug 25, 2011 9:18 AM

243 The clean energy is right under us- natural gas. Save the money. Aug 25, 2011 8:18 AM

244 Although Green has its place We cant keep subsidizing it. Its not ready. It does
not contribute much.

Aug 25, 2011 8:09 AM

245 Yes, we need to develop clean energy. Aug 24, 2011 10:35 PM

246 We need Natural gas refueling stations. Aug 24, 2011 9:56 PM

247 New York is probably one of the worst places for solar energy. The money is
better spent elswhere.

Aug 24, 2011 9:54 PM

248 When they are cost effecient go with them and not until then. Aug 24, 2011 9:53 PM

249 non fossil fuel energy is not economical and cannot sustain itself. Aug 24, 2011 8:33 PM

250 Alternative energy sources all need a spinning reserve of conventional fuels.
Nothing works so efficiently in conjunction with solar or wind than natural gas
fired plants.

Aug 24, 2011 8:31 PM

251 Any time the word "green" shows up in a discussion, it costs too much and is
ineffecient. Sorry.

Aug 24, 2011 8:26 PM
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252 spinning reserve for when the sun doesn't shine & wind doesn't blow = NY
Natural gas NOW!

Aug 24, 2011 8:06 PM

253 An absolute must. Aug 24, 2011 6:40 PM

254 the BIGGEST bang for our buck is energy efficiency...retrofitting homes and local
businesses, creates local jobs and opportunities, puts money in the pockets of
local consumers, and provides the highest environmental benefit for every dollar
spent...

Aug 24, 2011 4:24 PM

255 promote use of natural gas....there are 84 trillion of cubic feet beneath our feet.. Aug 24, 2011 3:32 PM

256 I agree, if this does not include fracking, waste to energy, or other similar
methods.

Aug 24, 2011 2:44 PM

257 Natural gas is NOT clean energy. (just wanted to be clear about that, given that
some people classify it as such. No fossil fuel is clean!)

Aug 24, 2011 2:26 PM

258 Too much government involvement will stifle progress. Aug 24, 2011 2:17 PM

259 Again, this is poorly worded, with too many topics in the section. E.g., i may
agree with wind and solar, but reject bio.

Aug 24, 2011 1:25 PM

260 See comments to #3 above. Aug 24, 2011 1:18 PM

261 Not until the federal government pulls it's own weight on these issues for the
local area.

Aug 24, 2011 1:09 PM

262 See number two comments. Aug 24, 2011 12:14 PM

263 Clean energy is important.  However, this is not unique to our area. Aug 24, 2011 11:57 AM

264 I chose an answer above- and comment below   Exception of some biofuels.
RIGHT ON!

Aug 24, 2011 11:26 AM

265 A large part of these subsidied must come from the energy sector that is
increasing their wealth from the selling of our region's finite resources.  Those
that come from the people's tax dollars should (again) be recoverable.

Aug 24, 2011 11:15 AM

266 Our current economy is based on increasingly costly and scarce fossil fuel
sources. NYS is especially impacted by this. We need to think about what an
alternate economy might look like that is based on increased energy efficiency
and renewable energy sources, then direct our investments toward building (and
advocating for) that economy. Shifting our dependence to energy sources which
are renewable and support sustainable livelihoods makes the most sense in the
long term.  Doing so will require more sophisticated and multidimensional
approaches that look at ALL the costs and benefits of our economy, with no
hidden side effects or "externalities". Supporting better understanding of the true
costs of items we use/consume will be critical in this process, along with
incentives that encourage wise energy use and purchasing.

Aug 24, 2011 10:41 AM

267 Again we have been blessed with natural resources which can provide jobs &
opportunities without sacrificing what we have. NIMBY reaction we must
understand and take into reasonable consideration but we need a State criteria

Aug 24, 2011 10:39 AM
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we can work under.

268 Definitely the way to go!!!!!!!!! Aug 24, 2011 10:19 AM

269 Back on the right path. Yes  development of alternative energy is the future. Get
a head now.

Aug 24, 2011 10:04 AM

270 Sustainable energy and sustainable use of our natural resources is the only way
we will succeed as a state.

Aug 24, 2011 9:57 AM

271 This is the future.  Visionary national energy policy is lacking and so states and
regions have a tremendous opportunity to take the lead here.

Aug 24, 2011 8:17 AM

272 "green" jobs are very costly to taxpayers. Look at the EU where green jobs are
collapsing now that the govts can no longer afford to subsidize them.

Aug 24, 2011 8:11 AM

273 Act as if global climate change is happening, because it is, and it is due largely
to mankind's doings.   One gallon of gasoline burned in your car yields 19.7
pounds of carbon dioxide released to the atmosphere.  How big is a pound of
carbon dioxide?  Natural gas released to the atmosphere is a many times
stronger greenhouse gas than carbon dioxide.

Aug 24, 2011 7:53 AM

274 The cost of energy, which is required for, especially, manufacturing has become
an important consideration.

Aug 24, 2011 7:35 AM

275 Yes, I like the idea of the southern tier being a hub for alternative energy
initiatives. BU could lead the way. Fossil fuels will run out - this is a given. Why
not draw jobs here through green initiatives?

Aug 24, 2011 12:47 AM

276 This should not include anything related to hydro fracking. Aug 23, 2011 9:23 PM

277 This is where we can shine! Aug 23, 2011 9:06 PM

278 Conservation is primary. Biomass production needs to be carefully considered.
There can be adverse environmental impacts, displacement of food production
capacity, etc.  Clean energy manufacturing would be sweet if we could attract it.

Aug 23, 2011 7:24 PM

279 subsidies for clean  energies should be started immediately.  (we must remove
them from carbon-based).  biofuels are tricky--it is increasingly clear corn is
better used as food. wind and solar technologies are fully formed--just need to
stop being debated and start being used.

Aug 23, 2011 6:20 PM

280 As I said earlier we need to use our renewable resources to there best
advantage.  Renewable energy is an area for great expansion and will bring
power production that will be available for homes and businesses making it
cheaper to do business in NY.

Aug 23, 2011 6:10 PM

281 I wrote letters in support of the Solar Jobs Act. I think we are perfectly poised to
do this given our natural resources and higher educational institutions who could
help develop these technologies.

Aug 23, 2011 5:10 PM

282 Everyone everywhere will be trying to do this.  Is this our strategic advantage?  If
so, tell me why!

Aug 23, 2011 5:01 PM
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283 An energy degree program seems unnecessary, if not silly. Aug 23, 2011 4:42 PM

284 The development of sustainable (non-fossil fuel) energies is critical and an area
that should be expanded dramatically.

Aug 23, 2011 4:21 PM

285 This is the only hope for the future of America. "Corporate America" based on
manufacturing is not coming back.  If this doesn't happen soon there will be
economic fallout 5-10 yrs from now with riots etc.

Aug 23, 2011 4:15 PM

286 Clean energy, NOT shale gas, should be encouraged. Shale gas exploration
should be prohibited.

Aug 23, 2011 3:51 PM

287 Agree to a limited extent.  No windfarms!  These are almost as destructive of
environment as gas drilling.

Aug 23, 2011 3:05 PM

288 Clean energy that is genuinely sustainable is the way to go.  Fracking increases
greenhouse gas emissions through numerous leaks in the development and
transportation of natural gas since methane is an extremely potent GHG.  The
net effect is likely worse thtn coal.

Aug 23, 2011 2:30 PM

289 I would agree if it was spoken about in what is doable. In conjunction with the
Marcellus Shale now. Green is fine, but when you are drowning in taxes and
debt, Green is a dream.

Aug 23, 2011 2:17 PM

290 Lower the cost of solar power! Aug 23, 2011 2:13 PM

291 Education of the public and industry to the benefits is still important.  BU can play
a significant role in this effort.

Aug 23, 2011 1:50 PM

292 NIMBy's need to open their minds to  new and safe energy activities.  There is a
minority of vocal nay-sayers who want everything to stay the way it was unless it
effects them and their plans and profits.

Aug 23, 2011 1:31 PM

293 No new academic programs should begin without  local jobs available upon
completion.

Aug 23, 2011 1:20 PM

294 Green is good, and while we await economically viable alternatives to fossil
fuels, natural gas is a lot greener than oil or coal.

Aug 23, 2011 12:38 PM

295 Sustainability is the growth industry.  We need to relocalize to be able to thrive
as our economy shifts from a wildly expansive growth model fueled by the use
over the last two hundred years of millions of years of carbon, to a sustainable
model recognizing the limits of the earth's resources.

Aug 23, 2011 12:15 PM

296 Clean energy isn't just a healthful option for our region, it is a sustainable one.
It's an energy option that can power our infrastructure through the good times
and the bad.

Aug 23, 2011 12:12 PM

297 This is the wave of the future, and the earlier we make the move the better
placed we will be to attract new industry and skilled workers.

Aug 23, 2011 12:06 PM

298 Technologies in this area are the wave of the future. Advances in this area are
necessary in order to be competitive.

Aug 23, 2011 12:06 PM
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299 Greening and diverse energy sources is the future and if we can get a piece of
any of that it would be good.

Aug 23, 2011 11:56 AM

300 YES! This is the direction THE WORLD needs to focus on, not just this area. But
why can't we be the leader? The advances in these technologies grows every
day. Let's start utilizing them already! This will create the right kind of jobs and
economic development for the area that is long-term and won't destroy it in the
process.

Aug 23, 2011 11:43 AM

301 Seeing as the president mentioned it in a few speeches, it might be a good idea
to get on board.

Aug 23, 2011 11:34 AM

302 We need to stop putting incentives to use technology that is not ready yet. Aug 23, 2011 11:34 AM

303 yesyeysyesyesyeysyesyeysyeyyes Aug 23, 2011 11:19 AM

304 Remember...SHALE GAS IS NOT CLEAN ENERGY, despite industry
advertising. Solar panels should be on every roof of every building and we can
manufacture them right here!

Aug 23, 2011 11:19 AM

305 We are definitely in need of alternative energy, but in Delaware County, we have
already tried Wind. We always  are up against the environmental community that
wants nothing

Aug 23, 2011 11:15 AM

306 There is huge potential in green and clean energies. These technologies won't
destroy our surroundings, won't contribute to global warming, will employ more
local people than fracking, and pay better.

Aug 23, 2011 11:07 AM

307 Obviously this is the best way forward. The development of bioenergy/biofuels
and expanding clean energy manufacturing is the best option for bringing jobs
and prosperity to the Southern Tier.

Aug 23, 2011 10:56 AM

308 Good investment for future. Should be married to energy conservation. Aug 23, 2011 10:54 AM

309 But much more thinking must go into what's feasible, practical and makes overall
economic sense.  For example, ethanol in fuel is not energy efficient and has
negative impact on engine operation.  Creating incentives to produce corn for
ethanol production rather than food is absurd.  There is way too much money
being spent on worthless, impractical ideas.

Aug 23, 2011 10:48 AM

310 this is the direction NYS needs to move in Aug 23, 2011 10:32 AM

311 there is no excuse for our lack of clean energy...except greed. Aug 23, 2011 9:56 AM

312 we could be a model for green living and intelligent resource use Aug 23, 2011 9:51 AM

313 Yes, clean energy should be viewed as an alternative to dirty fossil fuel
extraction and a way to build a sustainable future. Clean energy cannot be
viewed as an obstacle.

Aug 23, 2011 9:42 AM

314 YES YES YES!!!! Aug 23, 2011 9:28 AM

315 The only energy we should concentrate on is clean, sustainable and renewable
energy. The change to clean energy needs to happen now.

Aug 23, 2011 8:49 AM



397 of 681

Page 4, Q5.  <b>Clean Energy.</b>  This includes public/private partnerships to promote green businesses; the
development of alternative energy through initiatives, subsidies and national marketing assistance; the
development of bioenergy/biofuels; expanding wind, solar and other clean/renewable energy manufa...

316 The United States falls far behind the rest of the developed world in using clean
energy and alternative energy. NYS can be a shinning example to the rest of the
US in pursuing a new paradigm.

Aug 23, 2011 8:43 AM

317 Sure, tie it all in the curriculim of the public schools: i.e, what is an electron, how
does it move, how do you store it.

Aug 23, 2011 8:43 AM

318 This must be done with a good eye to the environment. Not all bioenergy is a
good thing.

Aug 23, 2011 8:03 AM

319 Gas, oil and coal are NOT clean energy sources. Aug 23, 2011 7:57 AM

320 This will create the foundation for job creation with a vision of many generations
to come.

Aug 23, 2011 7:33 AM

321 Way over due. Aug 23, 2011 6:24 AM

322 Green businesses (small) and alternative (not gas) energy are terrific, these
need subsidies greater than we give to fossil fuels. Most biofuels (such as
ethanol) are a bad idea both energy-wise and economically--they don't produce
enough energy for the water and resources they use up. Battery improvement for
wind and solar is a great idea.

Aug 23, 2011 1:07 AM

323 To many subsidies in the green business. Aug 22, 2011 11:00 PM

324 If "clean energy" includes "fracking", then this question is totally bogus. Aug 22, 2011 10:00 PM

325 Let's make upstate a case study in how to develop renewable, sustainable
energy.

Aug 22, 2011 9:53 PM

326 GREEN ENERGY IS ALWAYS PUSHED??WE ARE A LONG WAY OFF FOR
WIND/SOLAR ENERGY USEAGE...MORE TECHNICAL RESEARCH IS
NEEDED IN ORDER TO RELY ON GREEN ENERGY...

Aug 22, 2011 9:45 PM

327 Green industry only.  But in education - no ties to private corporations - there
can't be any strings.  No gas storage.

Aug 22, 2011 8:45 PM

328 Clean or renewable energy are fine, and many in this region already are "off the
grid" and use solar. If by energy storage products you mean the LPG storage
facility, NO,we don't need it. Biofuels have not fulfilled their past promises.

Aug 22, 2011 8:26 PM

329 Our fossil fuel resources are limited.  We MUST turn our efforts to green energy. Aug 22, 2011 8:14 PM

330 true green businesses.  (hydrofracking is NOT a green business.) Aug 22, 2011 7:42 PM

331 This reduces need for fracking and lowers dependence on oil and gas. Aug 22, 2011 7:29 PM

332 This would help lessen the need for hydrofracking, wouldn't it?  Sounds good. Aug 22, 2011 6:59 PM

333 I'm not sure what priority this should receive, but alternative/renewable energy
has to happen sooner or later. Why not here?

Aug 22, 2011 6:50 PM

334 Hyrdofracking, etc. will be of limited gain for a limited number of people, while
causing lasting damage to land, water, etc. NO HYDROFRACKING!

Aug 22, 2011 5:40 PM
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335 Clean energy will develop through forces unrelated to regional economic
development councils.  This seems way outside your charter.

Aug 22, 2011 5:40 PM

336 Green energy, alternative energy sources is where we should be investing our
money.

Aug 22, 2011 5:35 PM

337 Have no opinion on an energy degree program at BU - the problem is a lack of
public subsidies for high capacity clean energy, not a lack of local education
about it.  The development of energy storage products - yes to batteries, no to
fossil fuel storage facilities.

Aug 22, 2011 5:31 PM

338 Natural Gas is NOT clean energy Aug 22, 2011 5:19 PM

339 This would be a leg up for attracting manufacturing Aug 22, 2011 4:26 PM

340 How can a energy degree program at SUNY Binghamton contribute to this other
than a biased question created by SUNY Binghamton?  Why can't it be at Ithaca
College?  SUNY Cortland?  Keuka College?

Aug 22, 2011 4:23 PM

341 This is a definite win. We do, however, need to be careful about potential
pollution from manufacturing plants.

Aug 22, 2011 4:10 PM

342 Johnson City is already the leader in manufacturing transmissions for clean-
running hybrid electric buses.

Aug 22, 2011 4:08 PM

343 No Fracking Aug 22, 2011 3:33 PM

344 I see no mention of maximizing conservation which can decrease fossil fuel use,
lower CO2 production and most importantly put dollars back in peoples pockets
to spend in the Southern Tier.

Aug 22, 2011 3:30 PM

345 Yes to all the above. Aug 22, 2011 3:28 PM

346 no hydrofracking Aug 22, 2011 3:20 PM

347 Yes yes yes! Aug 22, 2011 3:19 PM

348 This is the way to go! Aug 22, 2011 3:02 PM

349 absolutely.  and combine doing so with training and jobs in communities that
have been marginalized.

Aug 22, 2011 2:54 PM

350 Yes we need to develop clean and green energy but only if it benefits us
financially, otherwise it is just another drain on the taxpayer.

Aug 22, 2011 2:49 PM

351 Our government needs to control its spending first. Aug 22, 2011 2:44 PM

352 YES on sustainable green energy.  These jobs will be local and long term.  Look
to Europe - bring the technology here.

Aug 22, 2011 2:29 PM

353 This is where the future lies. Look at Germany and other European countries,
which are turning their backs on nuclear and other traditional - and toxic and
destructive - forms of energy. We need to follow suit and stop being held captive
by the gas and oil corporate entities that own our politicians.

Aug 22, 2011 2:19 PM
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354 We need to get away from the attitude that is so prevelant all over upsate New
York "That's great but no in my backyard" or "I think consolidation is a great
concept but don't ask us to join it"

Aug 22, 2011 2:10 PM

355 but no hydrofracking Aug 22, 2011 2:07 PM

356 Again,  I believe tourism (and the associated industries like parks, lakes,
wineries, farmers markets, etc) and fresh water are the best long term
investments for this region.  Anything that helps the area remain "natural" and
increases the perception that it is an environmental haven will help.

Aug 22, 2011 1:16 PM

357 Shale-gas is not clean. I support alternatives. Aug 22, 2011 1:14 PM

358 Could at Cornell also.  Not sure about building the bridge over the river. Aug 22, 2011 1:14 PM

359 Advocate reverse billing (at rate fairer to individuals feeding back to grid) and
distibuted clean energy distribution. Smart Grid?

Aug 22, 2011 12:55 PM

360 Ideas can be presented but if nothing is done to implement them, then it is an
exercise in futility.

Aug 22, 2011 12:50 PM

361 previous comment Aug 22, 2011 12:48 PM

362 And remember - Nuclear Energy is NOT GREEN. Aug 22, 2011 12:45 PM

363 already said it. Gas is a bridge to no where. We are on the other side already
and have to move on without it or we will just be tied to the mull again.

Aug 22, 2011 12:33 PM

364 Yes, This is important to our future! Aug 22, 2011 12:15 PM

365 Many problems with biofuels.  Do some literature research, for goshsake.  What
do you mean by energy storage products?  Salt caverns for fracked methane?

Aug 22, 2011 11:54 AM

366 I agree but with the caveat that natural gas is not a form of Clean Energy. Aug 22, 2011 11:51 AM

367 Biofuels threaten food security and cause increases in the prices of basic food
staples like corn.

Aug 22, 2011 11:43 AM

368 We should put our imaginations, our brains, our energy, and much more of our
financial resources, behind this kind of effort.

Aug 22, 2011 11:36 AM

369 Again, bad survey design.  An energy degree program at Binghamton University
is not an economic development issue, that is an educational goal.  It does not
belong in this survey, and we should not decide on it based on local workforce
needs.  Community colleges supply a local or regional labor market with skilled
employees.  Flagship universities prepare students from a wide geographic area
with skills for a wide geographic area.

Aug 22, 2011 11:24 AM

370 But natural gas is not a clean industry and we should not be promoting it as an
alternative source of energy or transitional form. We need incentives that will
immediately encourage people to conserve more energy and investment in
aleternative sources. We should immediately curtail subsidies to fossil fuels that
damage the environment.

Aug 22, 2011 11:21 AM
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371 Provide financial incentives for solar and wind power at the residential level.
Become the national focus for "green" technology.

Aug 22, 2011 11:19 AM

372 This could be the biggest potential for making money and bringing industry to the
area! Let Upstate NY use those hills and all the wind and become a first class
example of how Wind Power can change the face of the economic downturn!!!

Aug 22, 2011 11:14 AM

373 I strongly agree with the development of clean energy if that means renewable
energy.  Natural Gas is NOT clean energy and proposed storage plans on
Seneca Lake less than 2 miles from Watkins Glen is unnacceptable.

Aug 22, 2011 11:10 AM

374 We have the potential to become national leaders in the R&D and manufacture
of renewable energy sources.  In addition to the universities an colleges in the
region we have many highly educated workers who are anxious to use their
talents in areas such as these.  It will help attract and retain young people in the
region.

Aug 22, 2011 11:08 AM

375 Marcellus shale extraction, when viewed in its totality, is not clear energy.  We
also need a crash course in lowering our energy needs and using only long-term
sustainable energy.

Aug 22, 2011 11:01 AM

376 I would add conservation technology to the list.  I would prioritize this list and
focus on those areas requiring lower levels of subsidization and highest potential
to Upstate New York.  Solar is interesting, but we are not the sunshine capital of
the United States.  It is a little like wind.  You need to place wind turbines in
those spots with the best wind characteristics to make the projects economically
attractive.  Energy storage, natural gas technology, the Smart Grid, gas-fired
combined cycle, waste energy, wind energy are all highly applicable to Upstate
New York.  I do not mean to say no solar, just like to see some ranking of our
possibilities based on an objective analysis.

Aug 22, 2011 10:55 AM

377 Encouraging businesses who manufacture using clean energy as well as making
the components needed for this is a good approach.

Aug 22, 2011 10:51 AM

378 Thats all great and truly necessary, but we need to focus on what we have  (gas)
and let other areas of the country get at the other options......we do not want to
get to fragmented

Aug 22, 2011 10:40 AM

379 This can be the best thing that can happen to New York with positive
implications for the entire country

Aug 22, 2011 10:40 AM

380 But need to be realistic about it's potential and future timeline...do not believe it
warrants a new degree program at BU...lets not duplicate other school
offerings....what degree programs does BU have to support the gas industry and
keep those jobs in our community fgor the next 50 years

Aug 22, 2011 10:39 AM

381 As long as the upstate region will implement and benefit from this investment.
However, there is conclusive proof that green business does not develop jobs.

Aug 22, 2011 10:37 AM

382 This should be one of the main focuses of the Econmic Councils. Aug 22, 2011 10:37 AM

383 Let's get it on with solar energy.  The subsidies we give to fossil fuel extractors
could be better used to develop the unlimited potential of solar and wind.

Aug 22, 2011 10:33 AM
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384 No subsidies need but for a loan program for land owners at aninterest rate of no
more then 5%.  this program should be a revolving one so that some seed
money can grow over the years.

Aug 22, 2011 10:13 AM

385 Please do! Better yet we need to stop pretending that they need to be
"developed" they already exist please start using them.

Aug 22, 2011 10:06 AM

386 Alternative energy sources must be sited wisely. Aug 22, 2011 10:01 AM

387 This is the future.  We have a great opportunity to capitalize on initiatives already
under way in this region.  Tompkins County is a leader in this area.

Aug 22, 2011 9:57 AM

388 We need to stop investing in non-renewable energy sources and begin to
transform our country into an innovative one that creates jobs in research,
development and production of alternative energy resources- and this does not
and should not in any way include drilling for natural gas.

Aug 22, 2011 9:47 AM

389 Indeed, we need to develop energy sources that are not fossil fuel based. Aug 22, 2011 9:42 AM

390 As long as you aren't counting fracking as clean energy! Aug 22, 2011 9:22 AM

391 The biomass energy being USED not just PLANNED in Germany should be our
model.

Aug 22, 2011 9:20 AM

392 I don't really believe this. This is a red herring, very popular and very "now", but
really, what does it amount to?  Why such a focus on energy?  Save us, not the
polar bears.  Get government out of our lives, let us live our private lives in
privacy, away from aggravating government intervention.

Aug 22, 2011 8:40 AM

393 Clean energy has 3 components:  entrepreneurship in developing alternatives,
university-private partnerships to build the alternatives and economic
development to recruit business to use low cost energy.

Aug 22, 2011 8:36 AM

394 Look at Germany and Denmark to see how successful this is. None of it is
feasible without taxpayer subsidies. Look at France for energy success. Develop
nuclear power!

Aug 22, 2011 7:28 AM

395 As long as you don't consider natural gas, "clean energy". I'll bet this gets
warped. You will put out there that most people want "Clean Energy" just like the
natural gas industry does in their ads. I am keeping a copy of this survey.

Aug 22, 2011 6:48 AM

396 alternative energy? Alternative to what? Perhaps you mean sustainable? Aug 22, 2011 1:16 AM

397 Build on ideas at other colleges like Morrisville State College. Aug 22, 2011 12:44 AM

398 THIS IS THE ANSWER!!!!!! Aug 22, 2011 12:07 AM

399 SHOULD BE NUMBER ONE PRIORITY!! But not just clean energy and
renewables, also ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND CONSERVATION! Buildings
account for approximately 35% of greenhouse gases, and usually half or more of
electricity use. Retrofitting homes and buildings is the low hanging fruit that
immediately creates jobs, and generates tremendous social and environmental
benefits.

Aug 21, 2011 11:54 PM
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400 Exactly. This should be the MAIN focus of NY's economic revival--we should be
developing and supplying energy to all major cities in NYS and the northeast, we
should be competing with Germany and China to develop solar and wind
factories, as well as efficient conservation technologies such as passive house

Aug 21, 2011 11:02 PM

401 I strongly agree but the length of time for return on investment must be
shortened, particularly for small businesses to be able to purchase these types
of services.  A well publicized and meaningful energy credit would be helpful.

Aug 21, 2011 11:02 PM

402 This is a forward looking plan which creates the kinds of jobs we need. The gas
industry utilizes transient, out of state workers with the few local jobs being
basically truck driving. When the industry moves on, the jobs go with them.
Investment in clean energy technology will bring stable, long term job growth,
especially for our young people. Look at Germany as an example.

Aug 21, 2011 10:36 PM

403 Isn't it obvious? Only with clean energy can we have it all- healthy people, clean
air and water, booming local tourism, and jobs. The false promises of gas drilling
are holding us back from doing the right thing: clean energy in the Southern Tier.

Aug 21, 2011 10:30 PM

404 Govt. has seemed to be incapable of identifying which business sectors to invest
in in this arena.

Aug 21, 2011 10:20 PM

405 we are ahead in PA. Aug 21, 2011 10:09 PM

406 Not all clean energy investments are winners, but a diverse renewable energy
portfolio is. Training and infrastructure, sufficiently built, would be beneficial
perpetuity.

Aug 21, 2011 10:08 PM

407 Fossil fuels are going to be gone folks--let's stay ahead of the curve... Aug 21, 2011 10:06 PM

408 We must be cautious in this area as GREEN can also have many negative
reactions or outcomes. For example, how costly will it become to replace and
dispose of electric batteries used in electric vehicles?? How will the mountains of
batteries be disposed of safely??

Aug 21, 2011 10:00 PM

409 Clean and sustainable energy initiatives is what this area needs to make it a
leader in this country in these areas.  And that will require investment.

Aug 21, 2011 9:47 PM

410 Yes to wind and solar development, Yes to biodiesel.   NO to unnatural gas
extraction and other fossil fuels.  NO to "biofuels" which consume forests.

Aug 21, 2011 9:43 PM

411 Yes, this is the way to go. If it's not renewable, we shouldn't be spending money
on it. I'd favor a dedicated tax on nonrenewables to be used to encourage
renewables.

Aug 21, 2011 9:37 PM

412 The most important item for NY. Aug 21, 2011 9:35 PM

413 We have a HUGE opportunity to get on top of a newish industry. No excuse to
ignore this. And, natural gas is not clean energy.

Aug 21, 2011 9:10 PM

414 We need to be developing clean energy -- solar and wind -- and not thinking that
natural gas drilling will be the end all to our economic woes -- it will just be the
beginning.

Aug 21, 2011 7:56 PM
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415 Solar YES,  fracking & biofuels NO Aug 21, 2011 7:44 PM

416 I think the wind energy is dying.  And what a joke, if green energy will cost more
than what is in place now who can afford.  Just like organic costs more, and
takes less to grow.  We, the people, can no longer afford to eat properly, or live
well.  Those on a fixed income (retired) are already suffering and they worked
their whole life to retire ...... for this???

Aug 21, 2011 7:32 PM

417 Yes, definitely, and I'm glad you included energy storage products.
Decentralized, sustainable energy sources are the most desirable.
Bioenergy/biofuels are unlikely to provide much net gain in energy. Solar, wind,
and insulation are our best bets.

Aug 21, 2011 7:00 PM

418 What's an energy storage product? If you mean facilities that would even out and
store excess energy from wind and solar sources until there is demand then that
would be good. If you're talking about batteries that sort of manufacturing has
been a major source of contamination with lead among other heavy metals.

Aug 21, 2011 6:59 PM

419 If by "energy storage" products you mean storage for fossil fuels, that is not a
good idea. I am, however, 100% behind the promotion of green businesses, and
expanding solar and wind development.

Aug 21, 2011 6:51 PM

420 Good and much safer ways to expand energy! Aug 21, 2011 6:47 PM

421 again, who doesn't want "green" and "clean" ?? (except those with serious
investments in fossil fuels). But who pays for the new professors/department at
BU? Tuition hikes? taxes? There is only so much money and it only goes so far.
Do we want the government to have more money to spend to develop these 5
areas or less money to spend and less government sponsored development.
Your questionnaire never explores this issue. it presents lower taxes and
increased services as something that can simultaneously happen.

Aug 21, 2011 6:31 PM

422 Again, many opportunities to leverage here. Aug 21, 2011 6:30 PM

423 NO to fracking for fossil fuels. YES to sustainable energy. SOME
bioenergy/biofuels are OK; others are barely better than fossil fuels. NO fossil
fuels. What do you mean by "energy storage products"? If you are talking about
LPG or "natural" gas or other fossil fuel storage, NO WAY. No to pipelines to
transport them, either.

Aug 21, 2011 5:43 PM

424 This is what we need.  We would be investing in the future. Aug 21, 2011 5:19 PM

425 The word "clean" depends so much on whose eyes one is seeing through. How
"clean" is any energy? To what extent is the health of humanity and the earth
compromised by a "clean" energy? Is ozone the one criterion of cleanliness?
When our back is truly to the wall, a real "clean" solution will be (if it already
hasn't been) discovered/created. The bugaboo is always whether or not that
solution is marketable, not whether it is "clean." God forbid "clean" is not
profitable!

Aug 21, 2011 5:01 PM

426 Development in conjunction with NU in developing Green business opportunities. Aug 21, 2011 4:50 PM

427 Natural gas is NOT clean energy, however -especially during the extraction,
storage and transportation stages. NATURAL GAS SHOULD NOT BE

Aug 21, 2011 3:18 PM
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CONSIDERED "ALTERNATIVE" ENERGY AND SHOULD NOT RECEIVE
SUBSIDIES.

428 Renewable energy is essential for survival in the 21st Century. Aug 21, 2011 3:11 PM

429 WITH THE FOLLOWING EXCEPTIONS: 1) Development of biofuels - not a
sustainable energy source 2) Energy degree program at BU - if it involves
training for working in the gas industry, forget about it!

Aug 21, 2011 2:25 PM

430 And remember that natural gas is not a clean energy source. When you consider
the life cycle of the extraction, processing, transportation, and disposal of this
fuel, its "dirty"  impacts compare to coal and oil. And the methane that migrates
and escapes from every stage of this life cycle is 25% more dangerous than
CO2 in terms of climate change. We must focus on non-fossil fuels and NY can
be a leader in alternative energies.

Aug 21, 2011 2:15 PM

431 Couldn't agree more.  Thank you for including this category! Aug 21, 2011 2:15 PM

432 We have a modest 3.5 kW photovoltaic system on our roof.   We have cut our
electrical use to about 1/3 of that of a typical family. Renewable energy is our
future. And we have the intellectual resources here to capitalize on the
development of renewable energy.

Aug 21, 2011 1:44 PM

433 And also increasing emphasis on energy conservation! Aug 21, 2011 1:20 PM

434 We have an opportunity to become a forerunner in the quest for a cleaner
environment.  Especially given our geographical proximity to areas like Ithaca,
who have already made this a priority.

Aug 21, 2011 12:48 PM

435 Don't laugh but I'm researching the possibility of using the huge amount of dog
feces we pick up every day as a bioenergy.  If the cost is not prohibitive it would
keep a huge amount of garbage out of the landfill.  They are promoting this for
farms but we could use some help too.  We also are looking into solar and
geothermal alternatives.

Aug 21, 2011 10:20 AM

436 Need more information Aug 20, 2011 9:09 PM

437 Need more information about the alternatives. Aug 20, 2011 8:46 PM

438 This is the future.  The Southern Tier could be a vanguard in renewable energy
development. (Be careful with biofuels, and how much energy they actually
require to develop). This area should begin to manufacture parts for solar and
wind energy and storage. An energy degree would be excellent. Energy
conservation businesses and incentives would be important as well. This is the
future. We could be leading it!

Aug 20, 2011 4:03 PM

439 Again - wouldn't that be fabulous! Aug 20, 2011 12:10 PM

440 Sure, sounds nice. Aug 20, 2011 12:03 PM

441 Renewable energy is 40 years behind the times. It is ridiculous that we are not
spending more time and energy investing in the development and manufacturing
of renewable energy products, facilities, structures, and systems.

Aug 20, 2011 11:09 AM
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442 Now your diggin where there is potatoes like my grandfather used to say. If we
want a vision: think sustainable green resources. common sense. We will need
some political courage. Time to get a pair.

Aug 20, 2011 10:46 AM

443 This is the bright and prosperous future I see for the Southern Tier. I have
attended many town meetings recently where it became clear that the people are
ready for this change now. The politicians and few who wish to become wealthy
try to prevent this change. So oil and gas are subsidized instead of alternatives.

Aug 20, 2011 9:59 AM

444 Renewable energy not "clean" non-renewable energy. Aug 20, 2011 8:57 AM

445 This is, for everyone, the future. The Southern Tier will continue when the ability
of fossil fuels to provide energy doesn"t.

Aug 20, 2011 7:52 AM

446 We are running out of time. Mother Nature is pushing back hard against our
continuing reliance on fossil fuel.  It is becoming increasingly difficult and
dangerous to mine fossil fuels (BP oil spill and shale gas hydrofracking).  Get
smart or die.

Aug 20, 2011 6:47 AM

447 A sustainable future for our children and future generations. This is the goal I
propose and renewable energy development and promotion is one avenue to
that goal.

Aug 20, 2011 12:11 AM

448 Developing green, renewable energy should have been the region's priority (as
well as national) a long time ago!

Aug 19, 2011 11:13 PM

449 We need to bring the gas companies in for the revenue. They will take some of
the burden off tax payers, and help land owners pay their property taxes. Help
ones like us laid-off to pay our bills, and not lose our home.

Aug 19, 2011 10:38 PM

450 Huge opportunities exist in the industrial sector.  Synergies exist with existing
agricultural and forestry industries, and the development of wind, solar, cellulosic
ethanol and other biofuels, biomass and other forms renewable energy.

Aug 19, 2011 10:00 PM

451 Do not overlook earth sourced heat pump systems. We have PV (3kw) grid
synchronized electricity as well as a direct exchange, earth sourced HVAC
system, which greatly reduces our cost and carbon footprint.

Aug 19, 2011 9:49 PM

452 Think natural gas Aug 19, 2011 7:18 PM

453 Far too many subsidies! When they stop the business dies, hence it was never
profitable so why bother. Green is not fully proven.

Aug 19, 2011 6:45 PM

454 Need to focus on natural gas.  I don't see the fit. Aug 19, 2011 6:06 PM

455 All efforts to devorice us from forigen fuel dependancy need to be explored Aug 19, 2011 6:04 PM

456 This is the future. Let's be a real leader in this area. Aug 19, 2011 5:53 PM

457 Keep municipalities informed and involved Aug 19, 2011 5:35 PM

458 We must support renewable energy as a path to the future, for our children and
all future generations.  Also, the concept of a revolving fund to fund home
retrofits to make them more energy efficient i.e new roofs, siding insulation,

Aug 19, 2011 5:05 PM
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windows etc., is a must.  It would save energy and great thousands of jobs.

459 Green businesses/energy is never an end.  Prosperity is the end and if green
initiatives can be incorporated fine but the US is one of the few countries even
concerned at this juncture.

Aug 19, 2011 5:03 PM

460 let the free market sort out which energy source is the best instead of giving
money to inefficient energy sources. when the only reason to invest in green
energy sources is because of tax breaks then it is wrong

Aug 19, 2011 5:00 PM

461 Use what works and stop trying to force systems that are not an economic
success wait until the technology catches up with the economics.

Aug 19, 2011 4:54 PM

462 This should be done in conjunction with the natural gas development.  Natural
gas is now - these clean energy sources represent the future and still need time
to develop into a reliable, affordable and dependable energy source

Aug 19, 2011 4:39 PM

463 I agree, as long as we are not talking about natural gas and Marcellus Shale
(see above)

Aug 19, 2011 4:05 PM

464 More subsidies?  Raise taxes to help someone fulfill a subsidized dream?
Develop what is here,  natural gas!

Aug 19, 2011 3:26 PM

465 Wind farms and solar panels. Aug 19, 2011 3:05 PM

466 Green energy sounds good, but it DOES NOT WORK!!! Aug 19, 2011 3:01 PM

467 In my view there is no disconnect between the push for green energy and the
development of the Marcellus Shale.  I see the natural gas as a stop-gap
measure that is cleaner than coal and oil sands to bridge from where we are now
to the green energy future we need.

Aug 19, 2011 2:50 PM

468 No subsidies for energy programs.  These must be able to stand on their own in
the marketplace.

Aug 19, 2011 2:35 PM

469 We are probably the only country in the world that seems to feel that this is
important.  It's a worthwhile concept but not practical in developing prosperity for
the region.

Aug 19, 2011 2:09 PM

470 Any step taken by NYS to decrease CO2 emissions will create growth.
Subsidizing all renewable energy projects will be a perfect start to achieving
energy independence.

Aug 19, 2011 1:59 PM

471 Why just Binghamton University..again sounds too Broome County specific. Aug 19, 2011 1:53 PM

472 Green technology currently is a hoax and not viable without government subsidy.
It is not a viable business without government handouts.  Current technologies
are not ready for market adaption in a economical manner.  Better technologies
through research may make it feasible in the future.  Not now.

Aug 19, 2011 1:27 PM

Page 4, Q6.  Please identify other significant opportunities not listed above.

1 Promote the natural gas and promote installation of natural gas service stations. Sep 15, 2011 5:20 PM
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This is part of clean energy above but needs promotion.

2 Maximizing the arts as a part of industry or tourism Sep 15, 2011 2:24 PM

3 Much of this would make the government watchdog larger that it is now. I am not
sure that the state/feds are ready to supply that manpower that would be
needed.

Sep 15, 2011 11:32 AM

4 We should attract world-class entrepreneurs to the region.  There are business
plan competitions around the US, the best being at places like MIT, Stanford and
Harvard Business School.  The candidate business plans in the contest are
generally posted on-line at the relevant website. See
www.bizplancompetitions.com for a complete list of such competitions.  The idea
is to search these business plan competition data bases for the most interesting
proposals, perhaps in technology areas of special interest.  Then contact the
teams and invite them to submit their business plans for a competition in the
Southern Tier.  Seek to get about 100 such plans for evaluation.  Select the top
three and offer the teams help in terms of a financial award, start-up location in
an incubator, help in getting financing, provided that they start up their business
in the Southern Tier of New York and stay here at least seven (or 10?) years.
Budding entrepreneurs at places like Harvard, Stanford, and MIT are supposed
to be the brightest in the world.  Why not aim to attract a few of them to our area
through an organized program?

Sep 14, 2011 11:08 AM

5 Education and the natural environment are sustainable and potentially low
impact activities.  The wide scale industrial extraction of natural gas not only
disrupts the environment (both human and non-human) but reinforces a
commitment to burning of fossil fuels into the indefinite future (likely until they are
used up or we melt or suffocate as a result of their burning).  Humans have
spent the past few centuries devising and exploiting combustible hydrocarbons
to fuel machinery that allows us an impressive display of domination over the
natural world and its cyclic regularities.  There has been little attention paid to
cooperation and cultivation of these cycles and what that could imply for human
community.

Sep 13, 2011 11:00 PM

6 Local small businesses have to be encouraged.  We have relied too long on
large corporations who do not care about the area and just move out.  Make this
area stronger (we may never equal the 1980s of IBM) with people who care
about it opening and maintaining small sustainable businesses.  Getting BU
graduates to stay here and work to develope and/or work for existing small
businesses is an important path.  Capitliaze on our clean water, natural beauty,
scenic vistas etc.  In about 10 years, our fresh water may be worth way more
than you can imagine now.  Please, please do not contaminate and loose it by
allowing an irresponsible industry such as gas drilling in,

Sep 13, 2011 8:59 PM

7 THANKS! Sep 13, 2011 8:15 PM

8 Once again, this region is rich in history and culture these need to be part of our
economic development plans and our future.

Sep 13, 2011 5:18 PM

9 I think there is a great arts community in the region,another plus for the quality of
life here.

Sep 13, 2011 10:58 AM

10 How come no one ever considers software development as an opportunity?  It's
hi-tech, high-wage, very clean, profitable, and marketable.  Granted, the
Southern Tier would have to somehow compete with Southern California

Sep 13, 2011 9:11 AM
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weather, but cost-of-living might just do it.  What is needed in this opportunity
area is a market assessment.  (What products are needed.)  I don't know that
anyone has done this.

11 Affordable housing and rental housing preservation is an economic development
element. it includes banks, lawyers, architects, engineers, construction workers,
government, permanent jobs, and provides  a basis need - housing.

Sep 13, 2011 8:34 AM

12 Perhaps combining some of above...I would like to see more urban gardening
and some kind of community housing for folks who are committed to contributing
skills/talents but need some help financially.

Sep 13, 2011 3:56 AM

13 improve update towns and villages to bring in taxpayers  (trees lighting sidewalks
parks ect)

Sep 12, 2011 8:55 PM

14 Well-managed forests for quality wood (sold around the world) and some
biomass removal is an opportunity just waiting to be addressed. Central and
South Central NY is losing millions of potential dollars each year that WELL-
MANAGED forests are not promoted. If done wrong, forests and their value will
degrade quickly. If done well, the forests will produce much more revenue and
be biologically healthy. This is a sleeping giant issue. The potential is huge, but
since the returns are 10-20 years out, few people pay attention to them. Well-
managed forests are also completely in line with quality of life issues for people
in this area and serve to augment tourism and environmental quality promotions.

Sep 10, 2011 10:19 AM

15 Capitalizing on the talent in the region by supporting the arts would be a positive
move.

Sep 9, 2011 3:33 PM

16 So far no real mention of the arts and cultural events/opportunities ... they need
to be included.

Sep 9, 2011 10:16 AM

17 We need more Arts and Cultural Events, with so many cuts in Education alot of
these programs are being cut.  The Arts also generate jobs, increase tourism
and helps the economy, as well as being exposed to so many venues the Arts
has to offer.

Sep 8, 2011 5:22 PM

18 Given the global situation, the local economy should not attempt to compete in
the global marketplace, but focus on a local, co-operative, quality-of-life, green
structure. Otherwise we will destroy what we have and fall further behind as we
do so.

Sep 8, 2011 4:41 PM

19 Arts and culture as a destination - both for tourists and as a component of the
quality of life people are looking for when they settle somewhere.

Sep 8, 2011 3:17 PM

20 Capitalizing on the potential of the ARTS to help fuel growth - performing and
visual art. Corning!!!

Sep 8, 2011 2:41 PM

21 Try C O N S E R V A T I O N initiatives!!!!!!! Sep 8, 2011 1:29 PM

22 Communities for all levels of elder care. The country needs more and more of
this, the land is cheap, there is labor that can be trained to support this.

Sep 8, 2011 12:57 PM

23 Instead of turning our beautiful region into an industrial wasteland w/gas drilling,
lets think of our long-term sustainability -- ag, especially organics and niche
crops, education/SUNY and tourism. We have incredible opportunities in this
region and state. Please do not destroy them for political expediency

Sep 8, 2011 11:53 AM
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24 Brownfield redevelopment should be a priority. Sep 8, 2011 9:17 AM

25 The timing of this comment might not be appropriate, but the river presents the
greatest attraction we have locally.  Use the canals of Rochester as a model and
develop a retail stretch of shops and restaurants between BU Vestal and
downtown.

Sep 8, 2011 7:37 AM

26 We have the capacity to develop teams of experts in all sorts of community
development fields.  We could identify areas where expertise is needed
throughout the world and develop teams and models that we export.  We'll be
facilitating opportunities worldwide while enhancing and enriching our own
backyard.  Again, we have the opportunity and capability of becoming the region
that the world looks to as a model for intelligent living.

Sep 7, 2011 1:15 PM

27 Agriculture, local food processing, and forestry are opportunities not otherwise
identified here.

Sep 6, 2011 7:37 PM

28 Market ourselves as good retirement community for seniors from NYC,
Philadelphia, etc.  They will bring money into the area, and can use our medical
and housing infrastructure.  May also add to educated part-time work force,
customer base for arts, culture and local stores, volunteers for schools, and so
on.  Marketing plan must include showing that we can provide a community
where seniors and welcome and can join in and make a difference -- not just be
consumers of services.  Their expertise is also valuable to us.

Sep 5, 2011 9:39 PM

29 Focus on start ups Sep 5, 2011 8:28 PM

30 Strengthen university ties to community colleges, adult ed and to public schools. Sep 5, 2011 12:46 AM

31 Ethanol still needs to be explored more and may provide opportunities in rural
areas.  Look at all the farms that have disappeared in the past 50 years.

Sep 4, 2011 9:01 PM

32 Leadership involves the rejection of profit as primary motivator, in favor of 'let's
get this right'. Like it or not, that will take time.

Sep 4, 2011 7:59 PM

33 more recycling. Sep 4, 2011 11:57 AM

34 Agriculture Processing facilities...slaughter, grain milling, canning/freezing,
storage, distribution hubs.  Support the needs of small businesses that are
poised to expand and need resources, expert advice, etc.

Sep 4, 2011 11:53 AM

35 Put referendums on the ballots in November that allows voters to vote as to
whether they want their towns to participate or ban Marcellus Shale drilling within
the town's borders.  It's not fair to leave it up to town legislators that are bought
and paid for by big oil and gas.

Sep 3, 2011 9:59 PM

36 Marcellus Shale, Barnett, Utica, and many other undeveloped minerals waiting
for development

Sep 3, 2011 8:25 PM

37 Creation of a "general mentoring" networking program (not limited solely to
universities/colleges).

Sep 3, 2011 3:46 PM

38 The Southern Tier contains glorious land, fascinating natural features and
industrious, hard working people that can be tapped into with creative choices
that nourish the natural beauty and bounty of the region.

Sep 3, 2011 10:35 AM
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39 Attract growth capital from outside the region Sep 2, 2011 1:48 PM

40 if you look around the country, you see more and more concerns about
water...droughts/fires in Texas & Oklahoma; fights over water in the west and
southwest...we have incredible water, lush vegetation, ability to grow so much
using wholesome water...can we capitalize on that resource without removing it
from the watershed due to contamination?  in the years to come, water may be
our most valuable commodity, let's think now how to protect and use it well --
tourism, healthcare, agriculture

Sep 2, 2011 12:09 PM

41 Survey the people every few years to see actually what businesses they would
like to see in the area that they utilize when they visit other parts of the country

Sep 1, 2011 11:40 PM

42 Cooperation between municipalities.  Too many turf wars and governing bodies
that all want their piece of the pie, with out looking at the needs of the whole
region!

Sep 1, 2011 10:06 PM

43 NO TAX PAYER MONEY IS NEED FOR DEVELOPMENT OF THE GAS AND
OIL THAT IS HERE WAITING

Sep 1, 2011 8:30 PM

44 they are plain to see. Sep 1, 2011 7:53 PM

45 follow the needs of the age group that dominates this area Sep 1, 2011 3:51 PM

46 Help dairy farmers get out of the CAFO business and the large scale dairy
business in general to convert to niche farming, artisan cheese, organic, goat,
sheep,etc.

Sep 1, 2011 1:59 PM

47 ALLOW GAS PERMITS TO BE ISSUED EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 30TH 2011
OR AS SOON AS POSSIBLE!

Sep 1, 2011 1:31 PM

48 Drill baby DRILL! Sep 1, 2011 11:47 AM

49 The Southern Tier has a varied cadre of high-value manufacturing expertise
suitable to prototyping and small-run products.

Sep 1, 2011 8:19 AM

50 Developement of Clean, safe, long term productive, ocean/tidal hydroelectric
generation is one of the most beneficial energy areas that needs to be
advanced.

Sep 1, 2011 6:53 AM

51 Clustering: We missed an opportunity in the '70s and '80s to become a
simulation hub, using Link to cluster similar simulation companies in the region.
What's our choice now? Circuit packaging could be one, if we still have
leadership in that area. But with the slow erosion of Universal Instruments and
the uncertain nature of Endicott Interconnect's business we may have lost our
edge in that area.

Aug 31, 2011 4:39 PM

52 promote the relatively cheap housing and safety to business owners when
moving into the area.

Aug 31, 2011 10:54 AM

53 Removal of the Temporary State Assessment on utility bills. In some instances
this has doubled the energy bills of major employers in our area and contributes
to those companies leaving NYS.

Aug 31, 2011 9:12 AM

54 marketing the beauty and recreational, tourist opportunities. Aug 30, 2011 10:23 PM
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55 Not sure Aug 30, 2011 10:10 PM

56 To provide a platform for fast integration of renewable energy we need to
establish Building Codes that require energy efficient structures with integration
of solar energy systems.  This will create a strong market for these proven
technologies and the demand for the knowledgeable workforce needed to make
it happen.  That to me is a win-win situation.

Aug 30, 2011 3:34 PM

57 Cost control by elimination of NYS Dept. of Regents, why is this needed any
longer? Eliminate NYSERDA, NYC mass transit is like that of a third world
country especially subway system stations, they are dirty, in disrepair, poorly
ventilated.  An embarassment for MTA officials and NYS residents!

Aug 30, 2011 3:30 PM

58 Promotion of economic and racial justice.  There are multiple ways to do this and
I would suggest gathering a group of knowledgeable people to flush this out.

Aug 30, 2011 2:42 PM

59 Tap our potential as an ideal place to retire, especially now that climate change
is making southern states hotter and drier, and threatening them with potentially
more severe weather. Incentives for urban elder communities and school tax
relief for those on fixed incomes might help. Develop downtowns and inner urban
neighborhoods to be elder friendly. The southern tier has alot to offer the active
aging, and they have their life savings to invest here.

Aug 30, 2011 2:18 PM

60 What about geo-thermal?  How about investgating businesses which need
uninterrupted power that can be achieved by building right along the NY-PA
border?

Aug 30, 2011 1:25 PM

61 First thing to do is re-open the Railroad line from Binghamton to
Norwich/Sherburne.  Few big companies are ever going to locate there with the
existing rail lines dangling over '06 flood washouts.  What does that say about
our region?  Fix the darned thing and upgrade all the other track to the highest
possible condition.  Duh.  Get the regional mentality out of making every old
building into an historical site.  Old buildings are fine, but it also leads to thinking
"that's the best we can do".  No it's not!  We can move forward too.

Aug 29, 2011 9:40 PM

62 for the natural gas industry; there are supplies that they need and will likely have
to import at expense. Can those supplies be made in NY to supply the local and
regional gas demand?

Aug 29, 2011 7:28 PM

63 Assess present situation before starting anything new. Aug 29, 2011 4:53 PM

64 please do the right thing ban the drill, get the vibe and NYS will soar to the
Empire State it can be, a leader in America and not another state ruined by
drilling. New Yorkers deserve the ban, we have been smarter, listened to those
who know and expirience the industry. Those who are drill happy are dangerous
to all of us.

Aug 29, 2011 12:27 PM

65 Do not overlook the potential for maintaining economic stability for households
by supporting non-cash transactions such as self provisioning, sharing, and
trading.  If you want to build in resilience for the regional economy, you have to
build in resilience in household economies and in neighborhoods.  We must
invest in helping people relearn how to take care of themselves and each other
and not be totally dependent upon a paycheck big enough to buy all their needs
and wants.  We have a long history of self reliance and Yankee ingenuity in our
region.  That needs to be part of our strategy and investment.

Aug 29, 2011 12:55 AM
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66 Promote the Arts!  We are rich in them and they are growing. Aug 28, 2011 9:00 PM

67 Promote the region to retiring downstaters.  Our housing and cost-of-living
should make our area attractive.  We also have wonderful parks and cultural
attractions and senior centers that should appeal to retirees.

Aug 28, 2011 8:55 PM

68 local communities must be engaged in the process or these efforts will not be
successful.  A reform of the local welfare system where initiative is encouraged
would help as well.

Aug 28, 2011 6:10 PM

69 Research is necessary but Solar & Wind Power are not ready to provide us with
reliable & adequate energy.

Aug 28, 2011 5:07 PM

70 We know what we need, we have to put the money into straegic planning
positions so it moves from tlak to action, we have been talking for 15 years!

Aug 28, 2011 12:12 PM

71 Gas-fired elec generation plants in our area - to provide elec for down-state. Aug 28, 2011 11:51 AM

72 Try to weed out the politicians who secure money for their cronies and benefit
personally.

Aug 27, 2011 11:32 PM

73 You"ve generally covered it all. Aug 27, 2011 10:26 PM

74 Use Clean Energy for public transportation. Aug 27, 2011 3:10 PM

75 casino's in Sullivan County can help promote growth and stop the erosion of real
estate values.

Aug 27, 2011 2:47 PM

76 Development of natural gas needs to be high on this list as it is the current
greener solution to coal and petroleum products and abundant in our area

Aug 27, 2011 8:27 AM

77 Hydro from the Cannonsville and Pepacton Reservoirs is a must! Aug 27, 2011 8:01 AM

78 PROMOTE LANDOWNER, DRILLER, AND STATE COLLABORATION ON
CLEAN WATER, SAFE DRILLING, AND SAFE ROADS GOING FORWARD. NO
JUSTICE NO PEACE

Aug 26, 2011 10:21 PM

79 s.o.s., this entire jlcny thing is a front for corporate interests. Aug 26, 2011 10:01 PM

80 natural gas in the southern tier along the border of PA and most of your
problems are solved

Aug 26, 2011 9:57 PM

81 Identify historic hotels that are struggling and offer grants to refurbish them. Aug 26, 2011 8:59 PM

82 Starting a viable third party that has not yet been co-opted.  People should
consider Ralph Nader and Dennis Kucinich more seriously.  We are caught in a
sick and dangerous vortex of two parties who were bought out so long ago they
wouldn't have a clue as to how to earn an honest dollar.

Aug 26, 2011 8:19 PM

83 Hydrofracking should NOT be allowed in NY state under any circumstances. It
continues the addiction to fossil fuels, O&G industries prevent renewable energy
development.

Aug 26, 2011 4:59 PM

84 University-based and Technology-based ED seem like our best strengths.
Cornell has great strength in materials research and probably many other areas
of primary research: Can we ramp up the targeting on a couple of university

Aug 26, 2011 4:15 PM
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strengths (Cornell and B'ton) and drive those technologies?  Cornell was the
home of nano, but somehow Albany has become the center for
commerciallization of nano -- we need to become the center for
commercialization of one or two other disciplines.  We also have a number of
strengths in health -- can we become a destination for health care?  I do not
know this sector enough, but it seems like a possibility.

85 As mentioned above, a regional vision of sustainable development will be crucial
to ensuring that different economic development activities are not in conflict with
each other.  Again housing and compact development need to be emphasized.

Aug 26, 2011 4:01 PM

86 Buy local campaign. Import substitution. Coops. Worker owned. Focus on ride
share and neighborhood building.

Aug 26, 2011 3:50 PM

87 Improvement of the residential housing stock, especially on the middle-upper
end.

Aug 26, 2011 2:34 PM

88 It boggles my mind that you have not listed the arts as a strong opportunity in the
Southern Tier.  You may have intended the arts to be bundled in the Tourism
opportunity, but that's only part of the benefit they bring to our region.  This
region is home to thousands of working artists of all disciplines who significantly
contribute to the economy!

Aug 26, 2011 2:33 PM

89 It's not either/or, but a combo of plans to move us forward, including natural gas
exploration & utitlization + solar, wind.

Aug 26, 2011 1:33 PM

90 Stop coddeling the rich on wallstreet at the expence of tax payers. Aug 26, 2011 1:32 PM

91 We are in energy descent.   We need to face that and plan accordingly instead of
trying to put band-aids on our issues.

Aug 26, 2011 1:12 PM

92 Frack the Marcellus ASAP. Aug 26, 2011 12:44 PM

93 Finalize the SGEIS and start allowing hydrofracking / drilling. into the Utica and
Marcellus.

Aug 26, 2011 11:48 AM

94 Ordinary farming. Timber. Aug 26, 2011 10:33 AM

95 safe exploration in the Marcellus Shale.start moving . no more DELAYS Aug 26, 2011 10:28 AM

96 For a greener NY we should expand on increasing the amount of trees by giving
grants to home owners, landowners, farmers etc, to plant trees.

Aug 26, 2011 9:40 AM

97 Lets stop sending $700 Billion to the middle-east just so that they can be in wars
with our sons & daughters.  Here's an idea ....  how about we become energy
independent and provide jobs in the US?

Aug 26, 2011 9:25 AM

98 As stated above Natural Gas would help NY as well as our nation get off oil. This
can be done safely with proper oversight be DEC and local governments for
infrastructure concerns.

Aug 26, 2011 9:09 AM

99 I think there is a lot of value in our clean water and forests that is being very
underappreciated and underutilized.

Aug 26, 2011 8:52 AM

100 The use of hardwood trees to create wood products. I'm interested in using
robots to make things from wood.

Aug 26, 2011 7:13 AM
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101 A force that will stimulate ACTION and not COMMITTEE work. Aug 25, 2011 9:37 PM

102 We need to let private industry develop and spend a gazillion dollars on nat. gas.
Benefits industry and ultimately the individual looking for work. I'll bet NYS will
spend the money instead.

Aug 25, 2011 9:19 PM

103 Plant MORE trees! Aug 25, 2011 2:47 PM

104 Fewer regulations in the Southern Tier!  Let property owners have some say in
what happens on their own land.  Do we really need to be so babysat by
town/county/state officials?  It may be an ego rush for the politicians, but you're
strangling the very people you're elected to serve.

Aug 25, 2011 2:39 PM

105 the sharing economy, collaborative consumption, creative reuse of already
harvested resources

Aug 25, 2011 12:55 PM

106 The U.S. is still a leader in biomedical and biotechnology fields.  I would add
attention to research in those areas as well.

Aug 25, 2011 12:08 PM

107 I just want to add that I strongly support and believe we can take advantage of
opportunities that preserve our character, improve our cities and villages and
protects our natural resources.

Aug 25, 2011 11:59 AM

108 There should be a 180-day comment period on the SGEIS. Public hearings
should be held. The public comments should be made public, such as through
posting on the DEC's web site. A ban should be imposed on fracking, just as
France has wisely done.

Aug 25, 2011 9:18 AM

109 3 year plan. Dont spend money you dont have    Thats craaaaazy Aug 25, 2011 8:09 AM

110 government should just get out of the way and not try and control everything -
just let the people do what they do best - build businesses and take care of
themselves and those less fortunate!

Aug 25, 2011 8:02 AM

111 Get the regulators out of the way! Aug 25, 2011 2:15 AM

112 Instead of focusing on natural gas drilling for economic benefits, we should
promote this region as the best place to retire and take advantage of the millions
of active babyboomers ready to retire (especially those closeby in NYC and Long
Island.  We have everything they need: affordable housing, excellent medical
facilities, cultural entertainment (theatre, opera, symphony), First Friday Art
Walk, recreational activities for four seasons, Binghamton University Lyceum
and BCC classes, excellent multicultural dining, proximity to NYC, Finger Lakes
and other day-trips, Tioga Downs for gambling, antiquing, and more things to do
in the 'Good Times' every weekend than there is time to fit it all in. And the best
part is that they CREATE JOBS!

Aug 25, 2011 12:32 AM

113 promote natural gas vehicles and filing stations. Aug 24, 2011 9:54 PM

114 Again, Medicade costs are the biggest drain on taxpayers. Allow counties to cut
whatever mandates of Medicade to the basic core if they so choose.

Aug 24, 2011 9:53 PM

115 none Aug 24, 2011 8:56 PM

116 pass gas and cultivate local commercial end users Aug 24, 2011 8:06 PM
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117 Encouragement of locally-scaled energy programs, such as methane-generated
electricity by the Delaware Electric Coop, should be emphasized.

Aug 24, 2011 1:25 PM

118 Alternative energy needs to be available to the masses at a reasonable cost.
People will not consider an alternative if it costs more.

Aug 24, 2011 1:18 PM

119 no comment Aug 24, 2011 11:26 AM

120 Engage the SUNY system, High Schools and Community Centers throughout
NY State in these proposed endeavors. Create student Regional Ambassadors
for each of the economic regions, to participate in and promote their own region
and exchange skills and knowledge with the other regions, for the purpose of
advancing each region and thus New York State as a whole.

Aug 24, 2011 10:51 AM

121 The creativity, insight and drive of our regions residents are ultimately our
greatest resource. All other things follow from this. If we are going to pursue a
long term strategy which is wise and fruitful, we will need to make sure all that
we do ultimately supports this.

Aug 24, 2011 10:41 AM

122 The workforce in the Southern Tier has a strong work ethic and is not extremely
pro-union.

Aug 24, 2011 10:29 AM

123 Development of local food production and distribution, Agri-Tourism, better
promotion of our beautiful area, it natural resources and what it offers to tourists
and potential retirees and telecommuters.

Aug 24, 2011 10:19 AM

124 keeping parks and public lands very important.  no logging, no drilling.  our area
is less livable w/o parks and greenways.

Aug 23, 2011 6:20 PM

125 Hunting, fishing, wildlife viewing, and river recreation are important industries to
protect for the future of all generations.  These industries should be protected
and encouraged as well.  This is more than simply tourism.

Aug 23, 2011 3:51 PM

126 Higher education is extremely important to this region and should be supported
fully.

Aug 23, 2011 2:30 PM

127 Encourage (reward) small local businesses and governments to share limited
resources.

Aug 23, 2011 1:20 PM

128 Don't forget about the "creative classes" and the growth of the art scene in older
cities that makes the downtowns alive again.

Aug 23, 2011 12:06 PM

129 history Aug 23, 2011 11:31 AM

130 Bring back local creameries, slaughterhouses, and small scale vegetable
processing facilities so farmers can build direct marketing opportunities.

Aug 23, 2011 11:19 AM

131 Delaware County is significantly different than the rest of the counties included
within the Southern Tier. Due to the NYC Watershed Regulations, our ability to
grow economic development the normal way, does not exist.

Aug 23, 2011 11:15 AM

132 Land use planning. Aug 23, 2011 10:54 AM

133 Let's focus on what may be attained and make something work before before
lining some more pockets.

Aug 23, 2011 10:48 AM
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134 A new Green City as a model for other cities to draw from Aug 23, 2011 9:51 AM

135 Most of the problems today are caused by overpopulation. Population needs to
be cut. Promote programs that work to that end.

Aug 23, 2011 8:49 AM

136 Eliminate the NYS Workers Comp Board, back the IRS out of NYS. Aug 23, 2011 8:43 AM

137 We must as a nation develop an energy policy that makes us self sufficient.
Robert Kennedy Jr says with a $1.5 Trillion investment we could do it ... why do
we waste an equivalent amount of money trying to police the world?

Aug 22, 2011 11:26 PM

138 Target food processing industry to take advantage of New York's varied
agriculture and close proximity to Northeast markets.

Aug 22, 2011 10:18 PM

139 Local business that fit the needs of local people. Food should come locally and
not from California and Florida for example. Build the solar panels right here for
our neighbors and employ youth to learn the skills. Raise fish here in small
backyard operations and stop overfishing the seas. Use local grains and grasses
to feed them and mill it right here too. Get the universities to help fish start ups
with technical advice and make funds available for enterprising souls like myself.

Aug 22, 2011 9:43 PM

140 Total recycling and reuse of building materials from houses being demolished.
Recycling of many products used by consumers that end up in landfills. Recycle
cell phones, computers, appliances that all get trashed and pile up in landfills.
How much study is being done to recycle products never recycled before? The
wastefulness of our society is appalling. There are vast junkyards of old cars,
while consumers are encouraged to always "buy a new one". Has anyone tried
building a car from recycled parts, on a large scale? Think of the money that
could be saved on steel, glass, rubber,  etc in the car industry. If the movers and
shakers focussed more attention on the resources we all throw in the trash, we
could be wealthy beyond compare. Since the production of plastic items creates
so many waste products that end up floating in our waterways and oceans, why
can't New York thinkers come up with reuse of them? Why is "high tech
everything" the password of the business community instead of "recycle
everything"? The landfills and toxic waste landfills are filling up. The outdated
nuclear power plants with their spent fuel pools filled up with nuclear waste are
simply one example of what's in store for the next generation of humans who will
never figure out how to deal with the wastefulness of our society. Recycle should
be the new buzzword, not "high tech" consumer products. This needs a serious
boost, recycling.

Aug 22, 2011 8:26 PM

141 Perhaps paying a little more in the end to avoid outsourcing jobs that could be
done here.

Aug 22, 2011 8:14 PM

142 Promoting the Arts Aug 22, 2011 7:43 PM

143 this whole region could be a hub for small manufacturing plants making wind
turbine systems and solar systems.  also small farm technology.

Aug 22, 2011 7:42 PM

144 The wine industry in the Finger Lakes helps make this region as great as it is.
Any help and aid to that would be great.

Aug 22, 2011 6:59 PM

145 At present, we have two or three regional health care service hubs in the S. Tier,
with Broome County's hospital-based systems and Guthrie being the largest with
the broadest reach. We have a remarkable array for services, given our
population; Maintaining those services and the regional market can't be taken for

Aug 22, 2011 6:50 PM
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granted. At the very least, we should be exploring the feasibility of strengthening
that base and marketing health care as a regional draw. After all, health care is
the region's third largest employer and a leading economic engine.

146 Downtown development and center city redevelopment; Aug 22, 2011 6:26 PM

147 Move toward local/fossil-free economy and lifestyles Aug 22, 2011 5:19 PM

148 Two things: First, Ithaca is becoming a hot retirement destination, and we need
to expand our medical services to meet the increased needs of an aging
population. Second is the rapidly expanding organic agriculture industry.
Demand for organic products is increasing dramatically, and our region would
benefit from larger-scale conversion to organic methods as well as increases in
organic family farms.

Aug 22, 2011 4:10 PM

149 Expanding reach of Alstom manufacturing in Hornell. Aug 22, 2011 4:08 PM

150 Find out what talent is now under utilized and tap it.  Folks here are not put to
work at a rate commensurate with our capacity.

Aug 22, 2011 3:58 PM

151 No Fracking Aug 22, 2011 3:33 PM

152 Ithaca in particular has been listed repeatedly in national publications as one of
the best places to retire. One of our significant shortcomings here is an adequate
medical infrastructure to meet the increased needs of an aging population.

Aug 22, 2011 3:19 PM

153 This form is poorly layed out, the text boxes are too small, I can not see what I
have typed where to organize my thoughts to see if I have missed anything I feel
strongly about as a Binghamtonian.  Significant opportunities:  Fine tune and
maximize what we already have, reduce costs on living here and doing business
here today.  partner with NYSEG and time warner cable, not the millenium
pipeline.

Aug 22, 2011 2:49 PM

154 You need to also focus on education.  We're relocating families not just
business. People will be more likely to move their business if it will be beneficial
for they're family as well.

Aug 22, 2011 2:33 PM

155 NYS should be leader in serious conservation efforts. Aug 22, 2011 1:14 PM

156 No Hydrolic Fracturing Aug 22, 2011 1:14 PM

157 Creating more jobs Aug 22, 2011 12:50 PM

158 Phase out the use of Nuclear Energy.  Close Indian Point. Repair the ailing
infrastructure, from electrical grid to sewer lines.  And improve cell phone
reception in areas where that is a problem.

Aug 22, 2011 12:45 PM

159 Promote Livable Communities Aug 22, 2011 12:27 PM

160 Getting rid of the people behind the creation of this questionnaire. Aug 22, 2011 11:54 AM

161 Education seems like the areas most significant resource.  I think that we could
expand the health care and retirement living industries as well.

Aug 22, 2011 11:51 AM

162 Development of wind, solar and water power to provide sustainable energy
sources at a cost low-income people can afford.

Aug 22, 2011 11:47 AM
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163 Urban blight, crime adn drug use Aug 22, 2011 11:45 AM

164 The agricultural/tourism opportunity noted above could be greatly enhanced by
denoting areas (or, if possible, the entire region) where no hydrofracking or
waste from hydrofracking is allowed.  As more and more pollution from shale gas
extraction is uncovered in PA and any areas of NY where hydrofracking is
allowed, areas that are free of that pollution will become much more valuable for
agricultural and tourism use-- market substitution effects.

Aug 22, 2011 11:24 AM

165 Encouraging reuseable packaging, local bottling and local distribution especially
for food/snacks/beverages. Supporting Regional outlets for crafts/artisan goods.

Aug 22, 2011 10:51 AM

166 More control of NYSEG's HUGE power delivery costs...compare the rate we
allow them to charge compared to more rural northern Pa.

Aug 22, 2011 10:23 AM

167 Stop all supsidies to croporation, they haved their own money and are sitting on
it just looking for tax payer money so that they do not risk their own.

Aug 22, 2011 10:13 AM

168 There is a need for planned development of sites along our major trasnportation
networks.

Aug 22, 2011 9:05 AM

169 ORGANIC CROP PRODUCTION, NEIGHBORHOOD PRESERVATION,
EDUCATION ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS TO EMPASIZE GREEN
ARCHITECTURE, GROWING SPACES, VERTICAL LIVING AND WORKING
ENVIRONMENTS FOR HEALTHY AIR PRODUCTION AND CIRCULATION OF
BETTER (HEALTHIER) AIR QUALITY. p.i 8/22/11

Aug 22, 2011 9:00 AM

170 If you can make it easier to do business in NY, go for it!  We never had a
problem before--why have we lost so many jobs?  None of your initiatives
addresses this fundamental question.  We did fine without green energy,
whatever that is, and we did fine without major new highways and buses.  We
need to get people back to work and off the dole.  Without medicaid and other
giveaways, New York State would be in much better financial shape.  Get rid of
everything that makes doing business here so hard for the small business
owner--for all business, including social mandates.  Attract $ to the state.  We
don't need a nanny.

Aug 22, 2011 8:40 AM

171 Supporting the building of a new Corning Hospital, which will strengthen the
ability to attract/retain the highest quality physicians for the region.  It would
represent the second new replacement facility built in NYS in the last 20 yrs,
which would certainly be an asset to strengthen the overall healthcare in the
Southern Tier.  I cannot see an explanation that would show anything but 'help'
to the Southern Tier business development as 'state of the art' healthcare is an
atraction for any business and its workers.

Aug 22, 2011 7:10 AM

172 Sustainable business markets, local community sales of local products, True
green energy production. Solar or wind. Promotion of a healthy countryside
which is becoming so rare in this country. Wow, might actually be worth
something. Promotion of one of the few places in the U.S. left with clean water.
etc. etc.

Aug 22, 2011 6:48 AM

173 Building a regional, sustainable waste system by siting a construction and
demolition facility in Broome County (Binghamton, Brandywine Corridor, rail and
highway access). There is not a single C&D facility in the entire Southern Tier
region (either north, west, or down by City). C&D recycling creates jobs, saves
municipal landfills MILLIONS by extending life, and encourages R&D on product

Aug 21, 2011 11:54 PM
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development to deliver to new markets (plastic bags into parking lot bumpers;
wood into pellets; rubber into playground materials; and nails into steel). This is
happening all over, yet we don't have a single facility in our eight-county region.
Could be a great opportunity to advance a project that achieves social, economic
and environmental gains!

174 Our manufacturing industries and the skilled workers they employ is a major
opportunity.  Our forest lands.

Aug 21, 2011 10:20 PM

175 Too many items in each question and can lead to a bogus survey. Aug 21, 2011 10:09 PM

176 To give a few ideas...Expand the Zoo to include an  aquarium with fish etc that
are native to the northeast. Do this in conjunction w/ BU or Cornell. An Aquatic
center w/ a 50 meter pool could be benificial and draw a number of events and
offer the community a year round entertainment venue.

Aug 21, 2011 10:00 PM

177 The Health Care industry has a significance influence in the region and therefore
can be or must be part of the solution.  Should also consider the simulation
industry that started in the area by Ed Link with many companies still very active
in the industry.

Aug 21, 2011 9:50 PM

178 survey is poorly formulated. Aug 21, 2011 7:48 PM

179 Educated and motivated workforce Aug 21, 2011 7:27 PM

180 The Buy Local movement is a strong, thriving force for appropriate economic
development. People have a real passion for strengthening their communities.
Farmers' Markets, Community Supported Agriculture, Cooperative Extension,
wineries - all are good examples of positive trends to encourage.

Aug 21, 2011 7:00 PM

181 this would be a beautiful area for some state run "camps" for the inter-city kids.
even senior citizens, who couldn't get out, otherwise.

Aug 21, 2011 5:57 PM

182 Protecting a proven economic industry that creates and sustains the far majority
of the state's population. You, who are reading these answers, are college
educated. You study and question for a job. How does an economy for the few
make sense over economy for the many?

Aug 21, 2011 5:01 PM

183 bring food processing industries to take advantage of local agricultural
production and create sustainable food environment.  Likewise, stop exporting
raw lumber and other products and create furniture and other ways to increase
the value of these products and create jobs.

Aug 21, 2011 4:09 PM

184 REDUCED DEMAND, IMPROVED EFFICIENCY Aug 21, 2011 3:18 PM

185 We are currently at a crossroads; we must counteract the myopia that has beeen
plaguing our region for two decades.

Aug 21, 2011 3:11 PM

186 Arts - music, fine art, theater.  I have nothing to do with any of these except as
an audience member, but they certainly have a lot to do with quality of life and
attracting/retaining a highly educated work force, and create their own economic
benefit.  A vibrant arts community tells people that this is a creative and thriving
community.

Aug 21, 2011 1:20 PM

187 As I mentioned the "ARts" need to be supported and promoted. Aug 20, 2011 12:10 PM
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188 We need to foster an environment of entrepreneurship w/BU in the hope that
some of the new businesses succeed, and actually decide to stay here once
they grow large enough to move elsewhere.

Aug 20, 2011 12:03 PM

189 It occurs to me that we should be talking about getting trucks off the interstates
because they beat the heck out of the pavement and bridges. I think a lot of that
freight could be moved by rail but I worry about unemployed truck drivers being
able to fit in other industries or jobs not being available for them.

Aug 20, 2011 11:09 AM

190 Like I said, I think the government is going to have to get involved in the
manufacturing business to make solar heating units and other energy saving
devices. I'm against natural gas drilling but if it does occur, Would it not make
more sence to have the taxpayers (We the people) invest in drilling our own
wells and utilizing all the gas (Such as a public utility) rather than allowing foriegn
interests to buy mineral rights ofr pennies on the dollar? This makes no sense at
all. Emmediately outlaw sales of mineral rights to foriegn interests to preserve
our national wealth. It's a big giveaway. Another thing. Don't allow mineral rights
to be seperated from serface rights regarding proerty and title owners. The
mineral rights should stay with the person who pays the taxes otherwise we are
asking for more forclosures and creating a middel man who is not a good
stuward of the earth/ environment. It's just not fair or just.

Aug 20, 2011 10:46 AM

191 I wish you would involve groups that are already active in educating and
promoting a sustainable future, such as the local Sierra Club and Binghamton
Regional Sustainability Coalition.

Aug 20, 2011 9:59 AM

192 We have an opportunity to create a democracy. Let's do that. Aug 20, 2011 12:11 AM

193 We need to bring the gas companies in for the revenue. They will take some of
the burden off tax payers, and help land owners pay their property taxes. Help
ones like us laid-off to pay our bills, and not lose our home.

Aug 19, 2011 10:38 PM

194 Supporting the existing agricultural and forestry industries and addressing the
inequitable targeting of these businesses by new and tighter regulations.  CAFO
regulations should be removed from medium-sized farms, freeing the DEC and
other government resources and agencies to focus on natural gas development
and managing the impacts of that industry.  More opportunities to develop
natural resource based industries, connected to regional features including
rivers, lakes, agriculture, nature and locally grown foods (including wine, beer,
dairy products).

Aug 19, 2011 10:00 PM

195 Electric recharging stations for light vehicles. Aug 19, 2011 9:49 PM

196 POOR EDUCATIONAL AVENUES Aug 19, 2011 9:20 PM

197 One of the main things we need is a comprehensive and impartial news source
that will help publicize our region.

Aug 19, 2011 6:04 PM

198 Even though it is mentioned above, both the arts, and cultural tourism are huge
economic engines, and we need to continue to promote them.  They also add
greatly yo our quality of life.

Aug 19, 2011 5:05 PM

199 Support of the visual and perfoming arts. Aug 19, 2011 3:29 PM

200 Our trade deficit last month was $45b.  We sent $45b to purchase energy from
foreign nations that hate us.  We could create thousands of jobs and raise

Aug 19, 2011 3:26 PM
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billions taxes without what, "subsidies"

201 SUNY energy research and degrees are a good idea.  NYS and SUNY are
already missing the boat as Pennsylvannia has already developed and is
teaching Marcellus Shale two year degree programs at their community colleges.

Aug 19, 2011 2:35 PM

202 Agriculture related value-added products through food processing and other food
technologies.

Aug 19, 2011 1:27 PM
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1 Cornell, Binghamton U are tremendous assets. Sep 15, 2011 11:44 PM

2 Only in the sense of selling courses or selling contracts to do research. This
provides jobs.  Access to library information is essential for economic
development. Right now somewhat restricted to students or employees of the
institution.

Sep 15, 2011 11:13 PM

3 They would be assets had they not been allowed to decline. Sep 15, 2011 11:03 PM

4 We need to foster research partnerships with our area's colleges and
universities.

Sep 15, 2011 10:02 PM

5 incl affordability Sep 15, 2011 8:58 AM

6 Intellectual and R&D capacity in the Southern Tier?  Once upon a time ... Sep 13, 2011 4:33 PM

7 Critical!  I am an adjunct professor at SUNY. Sep 13, 2011 2:25 PM

8 Well planned communities where traffic is light might help. Most people would
rather move somewhere traffic isn't a problem yet opportunities exist.

Sep 13, 2011 11:13 AM

9 Development and progress on education needs to begin at an earlier age.
Strong fundamentals in our local schools should be a priority.  If you concentrate
more on math and science within our current educational system, you'll entice a
more professional population to our area.  Expansion of higher education in
specific fields that apply to the area will draw and keep students from exiting the
community.

Sep 13, 2011 10:45 AM

10 BU does not enroll nearly enough local students. Only 5% of new students at BU
are from local schools. That is a terrible statistic and must change.

Sep 13, 2011 10:00 AM

11 You're barking up a wrong tree on this one.  What hi-tech industry wants in this
area are good schools (secondary schools and colleges), not research centers.
And, they want a place where their employees can continue their education and
earn undergraduate and advanced degrees.  That's why the Watson School at
BU was formed, not to do research.  In the 1960's, when IBM chose to put new
labs in Raleigh and Boulder, this aspect topped the list of site criteria.

Sep 13, 2011 9:42 AM

12 along with these institutions come affluent people.  They might also encourage
or promote staying and working in the region as well.  Currently our young
graduates seek to leave the area and end up returning after decades of working

Sep 12, 2011 8:13 AM
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elsewhere because they can no longer defy the allure of the region.

13 I've already addressed this above. Sep 11, 2011 10:30 PM

14 BOCES, BDD and BU are equally important to this development. Sep 11, 2011 6:36 PM

15 Cornell, Binghamton, CCC are all first rate in their respective areas of expertise Sep 10, 2011 6:08 PM

16 Currently focused on Quantity. Quality - OK. Main capacity should be intellectual
and R&D.

Sep 8, 2011 8:40 PM

17 without the strong institutions we have, this area would be even worse off Sep 8, 2011 3:48 PM

18 We are near the top for quality of higher ed. As soon as CA runs out of money,
we will be the top.

Sep 8, 2011 3:40 PM

19 Good luck! Sep 8, 2011 1:32 PM

20 while their are great universities; cornell, ithaca, and binghamton most graduates
do not stay in the area because there is not a great job market based on the
degrees they get.

Sep 8, 2011 9:58 AM

21 This is the most important asset we have Sep 8, 2011 9:34 AM

22 BU has a great reputation, but I do not have personal expierence to draw from
for this question.

Sep 8, 2011 7:40 AM

23 No. Thes have become another source of debt and liberal indoctrination for
people trying to get and education. Tell me where Im wrong on this...

Sep 5, 2011 1:07 PM

24 Need the businesses/jobs to keep the young people who have the higher
education in the area.

Sep 5, 2011 12:05 PM

25 A lot of money goes into our academic institutions but often there is no direct
connection back to economic development. We have high quality institutions in
the region, connections could be strengthened to support ED.

Sep 4, 2011 11:58 AM

26 Why don't they focus on producing graduates in degrees where businesses are
hiring?  Expand the nursing programs at BCC and BU.  We can't get enough
nurses!  The waiting lists are too long!  Survey the graduates of BU programs to
see what they're doing for a living. If they studied Psychology and they're
working at Best Buy, reinvest the money from the Psych program into the
Nursing program or develop medical programs.  That's who is hiring---medicine!

Sep 3, 2011 10:12 PM

27 Where are gas industry technology courses? Sep 3, 2011 8:39 PM

28 Making education in general Relavent to the future - for all institutions of learning
and training.

Sep 3, 2011 7:49 PM

29 Don't forget the community colleges that provide the skills needed to keep our
communities running.

Sep 3, 2011 2:29 PM

30 Although their exemption from local taxes and income taxes on consulting
agreements, etc. skew the tax burden unfairly and unproductively onto local
communities and private citizens.

Sep 3, 2011 10:49 AM
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31 A lack of education is a great sin.  However a major restructuring of academic
instutions in is order for this to be improved.  Money doesn't some any problems,
it only create more it the investment is made in poorly run institution.  Start with
eliminating tenure and forcing education leaders to preform or forced out.

Sep 2, 2011 2:56 PM

32 But we must ensure that we have industry here in the Southern Tier that marries
the skills being taught with available job opportunities.  If that is not the case we
will experience even more "brain drain".

Sep 2, 2011 2:22 PM

33 This is truly one of our strongest assets, but also vulnerable to being harmed by
industralizing the surrounding area, as it is currently the natural beauty of the
area that helps to balance (at least for Cornell) the lack of a nearby medical
school.  If we allow the destruction of the natural beauty and unique recreational
activities of the Fingerlakes region, we will lose the "quality of life" attractant that
brings excellent faculty (and grant money and jobs) and students to this area.
Without that, they  instead will choose to go to a univerisity with a medical
school.  The same is true for articsts and musicians who have their start at
Ithaca College.

Sep 2, 2011 10:40 AM

34 We have excellent colleges, universities, school districts and public library
service in the Southern Tier.

Sep 1, 2011 10:09 PM

35 Staff of public higher ed in NYS needs proper re-training in being responsive to
the public.  The fiasco with the mis-handling of the siting of the EPA hearings by
SUNY Binghamton is memorable.  From the president on down, few staff there
know how to be even cordial to the public that pays their salaries.

Sep 1, 2011 2:04 PM

36 RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT IN THE NATURAL GAS INDUSTRY AND
DEVELOPMENT OF THE TECHNIQUES AND RESULTS IN HIGHER ED
LOCALLY IS GOOD FOR NEW YORK STATE.  LEAD BY EDUCATION

Sep 1, 2011 1:33 PM

37 And improve middle and lower education. Sep 1, 2011 1:07 PM

38 There have been many businesses developed by those affiliated with our
universities.

Sep 1, 2011 10:33 AM

39 As long as the R&D supports alternatives to the current industrial,
capitalistvparadigm  .

Sep 1, 2011 10:21 AM

40 I think we already have strong educational institutions and simply need to
continue to maintain them.

Sep 1, 2011 9:20 AM

41 We need to improve access to these quality universities we have in this area by
making the possibility of a college education more available to folks with medium
to low incomes.

Aug 31, 2011 3:09 PM

42 Binghamton University is a great asset. The issue is there is not a great
relationship between the university and the community and the people who run
the university don't think they're accountable to the public. They seem as if they
would build a wall around it.

Aug 31, 2011 11:57 AM

43 BU, CU are outstanding. New York has a lot of great schools and employers
need to know this. I might have on my block a clarkson, cornell, Alfred, BU, SU
grad-all really good schools so the people are intelligent

Aug 31, 2011 11:06 AM

44 NYS has great higher education facilities. However a greater focus must be put Aug 31, 2011 9:26 AM
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on engineering, math, science training. This type of training is required to ensure
the nation and state have a secure and productive future.

45 Affordability may be more of the issue.  I know of two people who came out of
school with a degree in engineering (same school-same debt) one went to work
for a military contractor making lots of money helping our country develop
weapons to kill people abroad, the other took a job designing wind turbines not
making lots of money but helping the planet.  If we need to sell our souls to pay
off our debt for getting a good education maybe we are not doing something
right.  Personally I think that our Educational Institutions (and parents) are not
doing a great job at helping people to develop skills that will benefit their
communities or the planet otherwise we would not be destroying ourselves and
other creatures that we share this earth with.

Aug 30, 2011 3:50 PM

46 I don't send my younger son to public school, he goes to a private Catholic
school.  NYS should offer a voucher system so I could use a portion of my
ridiculous school property taxes to send my son to the school of my choice! My
oldest son received only a fair education in public school.

Aug 30, 2011 3:41 PM

47 We have great institutions, we just have to get the graduates to want to stay. Aug 30, 2011 2:26 PM

48 We have excellent college opportunities in this region.  The quality of local high
schools varies significantly, and may need attention.

Aug 30, 2011 1:28 PM

49 We have some great universities around us.  We can utilize them. Aug 30, 2011 10:09 AM

50 work with and hired several high quality engineers from Suny, it would be nice if
they could favor local kids that want to stay in the area

Aug 29, 2011 10:17 PM

51 We have potential.  It's unfortunate that we, in the Binghamton area, have to rely
on state funding for our colleges & universities.  Ithaca has private educational
institutions and they contribute significantly to the business climate in the area.

Aug 29, 2011 9:57 PM

52 Natural gas is a key part for economical development for the southern tier. Our
colleges and universities have no program like Penn State. Cornell is doing all it
can to undermine NG development.

Aug 29, 2011 9:09 PM

53 you need strong grade and high schools! those are what the employees look for.
Without them the employees will not come or stay and then the employers will
not want to be here either. Start with excellent schools, then buidl up to the
colleges, do a 5, 10, 15 year plan show prgress for the future in education.

Aug 29, 2011 7:39 PM

54 it's our strength only if we figure out how to keep graduates in the area Aug 29, 2011 4:54 PM

55 I agree on strong education but again we really need to retain people. Aug 29, 2011 1:27 PM

56 It does little good to have a top notch university if it is not in service to the
majority of people in its host community and region.  Cornell needs to make local
sustainable development its priority, rather than international fame.  As our land
grant university, the region's residents should be its primary beneficiaries.  There
is no greater intellectual challenge than designing the transition to regional
sustainability.

Aug 29, 2011 1:35 AM

57 We need to start with grade school. These kids can not do even the basics
without gadgets. We are failing our youth and country. Our state deserves an F
in this. Concentrate on teaching facts and not opinion.

Aug 28, 2011 9:57 PM
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58 Who will want to go to our excellent universities if the landscape becomes an
industrial one?

Aug 28, 2011 9:39 PM

59 Get the Industry here first, then maybe we can afford to ramp up the R & D
capacity.

Aug 28, 2011 5:14 PM

60 Intellectual and R & D capacity go where taxes are lower. Aug 28, 2011 4:09 PM

61 The students move to where the jobs are, where they go to school is where they
spend four years and pay no local taxes.

Aug 28, 2011 3:20 PM

62 BU is a strong academic institution but has been subverted by the lure of athletic
achievement. They need to re-focus on education, including PhD programs and
more partnerships with industry for primary and applied research.

Aug 28, 2011 12:15 PM

63 The talent is available, we need the industry to attract them. Aug 28, 2011 9:48 AM

64 they all move away Aug 28, 2011 6:07 AM

65 We have many quality higher educational institutions in the area and state.
without the jobs for graduates to advance into, all the quality education is going
elsewhere.

Aug 27, 2011 4:34 PM

66 Broome Community and other community colleges are good in NY.  The  SUNY
system is great and is a NY asset.

Aug 27, 2011 3:13 PM

67 We should continue to develop college programs that enhance the value of our
graduates to the business community.  I woul d expect that this higher level of
training would also lead to higher salaries and therefore enhanced tax revenues.

Aug 27, 2011 8:58 AM

68 Education is critical but keeping the graduates is even more important Aug 27, 2011 8:32 AM

69 I agree with quality of Higher Ed Institutions, but, again, I'm not so sure about
R&D capacity if it's going to end up creating more Corporate Megaliths locally.

Aug 27, 2011 8:15 AM

70 We are also an hour from Cornell & IC, another plus. There should be
coordination between BU and the local community to encourage, maybe even
through tax incentives, new hires to locate in the City of Binghamton. Too many
BU faculty/staff live outside of the city. We need to reinvest in our cities by living
in them.

Aug 27, 2011 7:15 AM

71 OVERPAID PENSIONERS IN CUSHY STATE JOBS.  TEACHING FEW
COURSES AND REACHING OUT LITTLE TO THEIR COMMUNITIES.

Aug 26, 2011 10:28 PM

72 how about paying public school teachers a living wage and letting them teach. Aug 26, 2011 10:08 PM

73 what do we have  corning glass?  a few small schools  most students are not
going anywhere

Aug 26, 2011 10:04 PM

74 We have very good higher learning opportunities in this area Aug 26, 2011 9:55 PM

75 Serious education, not what we have now, is the key to our future viability as a
species, if we haven't already passed too many tipping points.

Aug 26, 2011 8:32 PM

76 schools that teach the sciences and engineering, not the liberal arts, we are 17th
and 25th in the world in science and math, we need to be first.

Aug 26, 2011 8:17 PM
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77 Nothing to do with HYDROFRACKING or associated nefarious gas extraction
industries.

Aug 26, 2011 5:05 PM

78 Small Business needs access to engineering/prototype assistance without the
fear of losing control of intellectual property to the Universities. Currently, there is
some mistrust.

Aug 26, 2011 4:05 PM

79 I think BU's capacity has not been really touched yet. Aug 26, 2011 3:44 PM

80 New York has a very good education system in place now, just need money to
run it better. If we get jobs and businesses in the area the monies needed to help
the education with also be here.

Aug 26, 2011 3:22 PM

81 High quality universities are always the driver of new technology, good jobs, and
revenues. This is not the time to make cuts to education. It is the time, however,
to make sure every dollar is spent wisely.

Aug 26, 2011 3:01 PM

82 esoteric not reality based value already over developed. Aug 26, 2011 1:42 PM

83 You want a skilled educated workforce you must provide the education system to
accomplish this goal.

Aug 26, 2011 12:50 PM

84 The cost of an education means many young people will never be able to afford
homes. We need jobs that pay reasonable wages, contribute to the broader
good and don't require credentials.

Aug 26, 2011 12:08 PM

85 We are blessed with BU and BCC Aug 26, 2011 11:17 AM

86 There are PLENTY of GREAT Universities within seventy miles of Syracuse,
mostly in the southern tier. The teachings of these schools need to be less about
ruining America and "dumbing down" our students, and more about what has
made us and gotten us to be the greatest nation EVER, which is missing in most
of the teachings throughout ALL schooling efforts!

Aug 26, 2011 11:02 AM

87 Perhaps R&D.  I think we currently have excellent higher education. Aug 26, 2011 10:42 AM

88 Funding in intellectual and R&D development will not yield a good ROI and will
lead to more studies about the sex life of gold fish, etc.

Aug 26, 2011 10:29 AM

89 Need to educate and encourage brain power to stay here. Aug 26, 2011 9:56 AM

90 If it wasn't for the universities and colleges in the area, this region would be a
disaster.

Aug 26, 2011 9:45 AM

91 In Sullivan County we do need our community college supported because it is no
longer affordable to send our kids away to four year schools.

Aug 26, 2011 9:44 AM

92 I belive we have to many Cheifs and not enough Indians now ! we need to utilize
our youth to keep them here at home not halfway across the world again Good
Jobs here !

Aug 26, 2011 8:58 AM

93 We need skill trade jobs also as this is what our nation was built on and this is
what will employ all walks of life including the highly educated.

Aug 26, 2011 8:43 AM

94 I sometimes think we are overly educated by books and lacking in common
sense.

Aug 26, 2011 8:39 AM
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95 We have wonderful schools in our region!!! Aug 26, 2011 7:25 AM

96 Binghamton University and BCC are very good schools Aug 25, 2011 9:52 PM

97 you keep forgetting about blue collar jobs, instead you keep talking about higher
education, BU just keeps getting bigger and bigger.

Aug 25, 2011 9:35 PM

98 R&D is where it's at Jack !!! Aug 25, 2011 6:20 PM

99 But again, economic development is a secondary effect of higher education and
must not be considered its primary purpose.

Aug 25, 2011 5:32 PM

100 OK Aug 25, 2011 4:39 PM

101 This is why I am here.  My husband & I both teach @ BU. Aug 25, 2011 2:50 PM

102 Very, very important asset !!!!!! Aug 25, 2011 2:43 PM

103 well this is important if some of those people like the area enough to stick around
(which they wont if the water is poisionous...)

Aug 25, 2011 12:56 PM

104 The more smarts we have the better. I know much has been made in the press
about SUNY professors salaries being too high, but I believe we need to attract
high quality talent, and that many of these people bring in far more money than
they bring home in their paychecks from the state.

Aug 25, 2011 12:16 PM

105 I gave you an answer to this before. As to R&D, can the amount of funds
available be used to improve this at a public institution? Or should we give
breaks to the businesses we are trying to help to do their own R&D with these
funds. Thinking big is great but we must also think in terms of available funding.

Aug 25, 2011 10:30 AM

106 Let the market place and individuals who know about free enterpise do it Aug 25, 2011 8:20 AM

107 BU excellent Aug 24, 2011 9:58 PM

108 Not enough thought is given to students to develop their thought process and
encouraging those who think outside the box.

Aug 24, 2011 9:57 PM

109 Increase R&D capacity of educational institutions Aug 24, 2011 3:45 PM

110 In our County, Ithaca College and Cornell University are so far in the black it's
not funny. Neither institution needs a government hand-out to improve or
maintain their "quality".

Aug 24, 2011 2:58 PM

111 Although we have many higher education opportunities in this region, it should
not be the only "calling card" for the area.

Aug 24, 2011 2:10 PM

112 I agree but little R&D will benefit us.  This will be geared to higher population
centers with infrastructure.  I mean who is kidding who here?

Aug 24, 2011 12:21 PM

113 I did not choose an answer to this question-see comment. Again, this will depend
on the decisions of the comprehensive plan.  See answers to other questions.

Aug 24, 2011 11:39 AM

114 Our higher ed institutions, and an educated citizenry, are a key economic
development resource. To fully realize the benefits of this resource, we will need
to do a better job of connecting and coordinating the activities and mission of

Aug 24, 2011 11:33 AM
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these organizations with the current and emerging needs of communities and
regions in which they are located. Intellectual and class barriers currently exist,
and collaborative mechanisms are needed that make these knowledge silos
more permeable and relevant.

115 BUT  If we look at the basic education (K-12) that is available to our youth and
believe national test results (SAT, ACT, AP) it is sorely lacking.  A great higher
education will not make-up for this deficiency since economic development
stands on the capability of every community member, not just those who receive
a higer education.

Aug 24, 2011 11:15 AM

116 Do hydrofracking in this area, and see what professors will leave, taking their
brains and their families with them.

Aug 24, 2011 7:58 AM

117 We are fortunate to have major educational institutions either in the Southern
Tier or close enough (such as Cornell in Ithaca) to access.

Aug 24, 2011 7:38 AM

118 time to stop asserting we value education and start acting like we do. Aug 23, 2011 6:31 PM

119 Excellent research universities Aug 23, 2011 5:02 PM

120 I am a graduate of BCC ('84) and BU ('88), and also graduated from University
Of Nevada-Las Vegas ('99). I lived in 4 major cities in Nevada & California and,
as a teacher, worked with graduates of numerous colleges and universities. In
addition, my siblings graduated from The University Of Chicago, Cornell U. and
Syracuse U. I found my professional preparation in this area to be superb, and
would match the rigor of my undergraduate courses against any of my former
colleagues or my siblings. What was lacking was the physical resources such as
lab equipment. To some extent that has been addressed at BU since I
graduated, but whenever I visit my old haunts in the Physics Building (it has
been 3 years since I've been in the building) the facilities have been the same.

Aug 23, 2011 4:47 PM

121 Binghamton is a great undergraduate institution and can be developed into a
great research institution.

Aug 23, 2011 4:24 PM

122 It is not a bad thing as it attracts students, post docs and profs but what good is it
if noone can find a job afterward or if they leave the area?

Aug 23, 2011 4:21 PM

123 Noted previously Aug 23, 2011 2:48 PM

124 Again, use the SUNY syatem and its grads! Aug 23, 2011 2:15 PM

125 BU and Cornell will continue to be significant drivers of our local economies. Aug 23, 2011 1:56 PM

126 We need to find jobs so that we are not export our graduating students. Aug 23, 2011 1:36 PM

127 Our colleges and universities are a significant conduit toward pulling in
prospective tax-paying citizens from other parts of the country.

Aug 23, 2011 12:51 PM

128 BU, Cornell, etc are real assets. Aug 23, 2011 11:59 AM

129 These could be very important assets to develop. Aug 23, 2011 11:54 AM

130 If you've got it, flaunt it. Aug 23, 2011 11:20 AM

131 Need more technology-driven institutions of higher education.  Such institutions Aug 23, 2011 11:05 AM
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exist only when they are associated with corporations that help fund them and
work with students.

132 Higher Education is important but public education needs to funded and
supported to maintain any economic growth.

Aug 23, 2011 10:45 AM

133 without an educated youth we have no future. Aug 23, 2011 9:58 AM

134 What kind of question is this? No, we should go for the maximum dumb-down. I
can't believe you need to include a question about whether high quality higher
education is a plus for the region.

Aug 23, 2011 9:58 AM

135 key Aug 23, 2011 8:48 AM

136 Too much R and D goes on at universities already. Aug 23, 2011 1:11 AM

137 At the right cost Aug 22, 2011 11:02 PM

138 It's certainly one area of expertise. There are also many skilled farmers for
example who might be available to help start ups too. Maybe they could be used
and funded too.

Aug 22, 2011 10:25 PM

139 WE NEED A MINI SILICON VALLEY TYPE OF EINVIRONMENT; HAVING
WELL KNOWN/LEAD INDUSTRY SETTLE IN OUR AREA; THIS WOULD
ENSURE THAT OUR UNIVERSITY GRADS WOULD REMAIN IN OUR AREA
AND HAVE GOOD R&D PROGRAMS

Aug 22, 2011 9:55 PM

140 The university is an asset as well as other colleges and trade schools in the
area. But they aren't creating jobs primarily. If they can offer free services and
innovations to businesses while offering their students some real experience,
then it could be a win/win.

Aug 22, 2011 9:25 PM

141 But lack of a local track record Aug 22, 2011 9:03 PM

142 it is a part of it, but not all of it. Aug 22, 2011 7:47 PM

143 The practical value of higher education will be based on its ability to help grow
the regional economy -- and that's a far cry from the traditional groves of
academe.

Aug 22, 2011 7:00 PM

144 Cornell is not focused enough on the problems of small farmers in Tompkins
County and the surrounding counties.  The contribution Cornell makes to the
local treasury to compensate for the lack of property taxes paid by property
owned in Tompkins County is a pittance - should be much more.

Aug 22, 2011 5:56 PM

145 Cornell for agriculture and as a top tier university, and Ithaca college is a leader
in sustainable curriculum development.

Aug 22, 2011 4:18 PM

146 But there's a great risk of under-funding going forward. Aug 22, 2011 3:48 PM

147 No Fracking Aug 22, 2011 3:33 PM

148 Use those IBM retirees that have broad experience.  I know one. Aug 22, 2011 3:21 PM

149 These should be supported fully and improved by additional funding and
increased excellence

Aug 22, 2011 3:11 PM



430 of 681

Page 5, Q1.  <b>Quality of Higher Educational Institutions:</b>  This includes intellectual and R&D capacity.

150 I only agree to providing higher education, which should be focused on our
residents.  makeour own residenst the Intellectual assets, not the kids from New
Jersey and Japan.

Aug 22, 2011 2:49 PM

151 The cost of a college education needs to slow down though - It is absolutely
ridiculous the salaries that some of the part time professors are getting

Aug 22, 2011 2:13 PM

152 Train people here and induce them to stay and utilize their training here. Aug 22, 2011 1:32 PM

153 Quality is already high as BU has a very strong reputation. It is very important to
maintain and improve the current level of quality in order to support economic
development in the area.

Aug 22, 2011 1:24 PM

154 The colleges are huge employers in this region and many of them will remain so
regardless of other economic impacts.  Their source as hubs for "incubator"
businesses is wonderful.

Aug 22, 2011 1:20 PM

155 We have great schools already, we need to build green businesses that use the
students first, after all an electrical degree is just that, if there is only truck driving
jobs they won't find work.

Aug 22, 2011 12:53 PM

156 Which means that they do not need to suck funds from this effort, as they are
already very, very good.

Aug 22, 2011 11:30 AM

157 Cornell University and the other institutions of higher learning are abig
advantage and we need to work more closely with all of them.

Aug 22, 2011 11:23 AM

158 The schools in this area are one of the few institutions who have lasted through
the test of time.  They bring the arts, as well as diversity to an otherwise deprived
area of NY state

Aug 22, 2011 11:18 AM

159 This is our strong card at the moment. Aug 22, 2011 11:12 AM

160 Have addressed this Aug 22, 2011 11:05 AM

161 What is R and D Aug 22, 2011 10:48 AM

162 The investment made in the R&D area is not realized upstate. We also have far
too many liberal intellectuals that are not realistic.

Aug 22, 2011 10:45 AM

163 We are already on this path with BU Aug 22, 2011 10:43 AM

164 Colleges and Universities are an important factor in supplying skilled workers
into the local community

Aug 22, 2011 10:19 AM

165 We need to attract New Yorkers to Binghamton University - people who will
graduate and stay in the area.

Aug 22, 2011 10:17 AM

166 Once more we need more then just white collar work but 1 and 2 year programs
that would do blue collar.

Aug 22, 2011 10:17 AM

167 Don't know. Aug 22, 2011 10:04 AM

168 We need to keep this region a desirable one for people to live in - quality of life is
part of what attracts high quality academics and students.

Aug 22, 2011 9:46 AM
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169 We also need to promote the quality of our school systems. Binghamton, for
example, has earned an undeserved bad reputation.

Aug 22, 2011 9:24 AM

170 I agree that we have a high quality education system but there is a significant
disconnect between them and workforce/economic development needs.

Aug 22, 2011 9:07 AM

171 Asset is declining fast.  Population is aging and talent is migrating out. Aug 22, 2011 8:48 AM

172 If you're talking about SUNY system, I agree it's an asset.    Public education
grades k-12 are in dire need of help.  Less testing, more teaching.

Aug 22, 2011 8:47 AM

173 Technical schools are in Ithaca and Binghamton, and to a lesser degree - Alfred.
Not widespread through the Tier.

Aug 22, 2011 8:06 AM

174 Except that too much attention is given to attempting to remediate those who
would be better off in a trade school. We need plumbers, electricians and
janitors. We do NOT need people who believe that they should go to college and
become engineers when they can't do fractions.

Aug 22, 2011 7:32 AM

175 But seems limited to SUNY Binghamton and Cornell? Aug 21, 2011 11:54 PM

176 buisness will do it without you and can keep it secret. Aug 21, 2011 10:18 PM

177 The state should do its best to enhance these institutions and to build a
technology center like the Research Triangle Park in North Carolina that
leverages the resources of the higher educational institutions in the area.

Aug 21, 2011 10:01 PM

178 Intellectual developments in our state universities belong to the PEOPLE OF NY.
Not to private corporations who are underwriting research grants.

Aug 21, 2011 9:46 PM

179 If we could invest to reduce the cost of education locally, we could attract
business with our skilled workforce and relatively inexpensive cost of living.

Aug 21, 2011 9:45 PM

180 In addition, our public schools and 4-H are important for our communities' long-
range health and well-being.

Aug 21, 2011 7:18 PM

181 and affordability! Aug 21, 2011 6:35 PM

182 this section follows the same format and is equally flawed. There is no weighting
of the five chosen areas or any recognition that some of these items are
incompatible. Strong institutions of higher learning, natural resource protection,
and low cost of living are inconsistent with natural gas extraction which leads to
college drop out (see Mansfield University), degradation of natural resources and
higher costs of living. This section presents all of these items are equally
possible. But what if they aren't? What if we can't have it all - low/no taxes, great
governmental services, low cost of living, great educational institutions and
natural beauty. What if we have to pay for these things? then what? What if there
are community costs to "clean and safe NG extraction"? then what?

Aug 21, 2011 6:34 PM

183 see comments on previous page re: university-business partnerships Aug 21, 2011 6:31 PM

184 SUNY Cortland, Cornell, Binghamton, IC all provide hugely to the economic
health of the Southern Tier in that they bring thousands of students, researchers
and teachers to the area which adds to the healthy atmosphere that the
agricultural and tourism industry create. These institutes ability to draw such
interest will decline rapidly if agricultural and tourism are destroyed or

Aug 21, 2011 5:28 PM
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cheapened.

185 There should be special grants and discounted loans for people who stay and
work in NY State for 5 or 10 years after graduation

Aug 21, 2011 1:20 PM

186 We should definitely being promoting this, but not at a cost of neglecting the
community.  What good will it do to have a wonderful research institute if no one
wants to live in the area?

Aug 21, 2011 12:55 PM

187 Binghamton University is known worldwide as a "cheap" & highly-subsidized
institute. It is not universally regarded as a school that provides high-quality
education or produces outstanding graduates.

Aug 21, 2011 8:54 AM

188 Try to retain students after graduation to benefit community Aug 20, 2011 2:11 PM

189 sure, smart educated people develop economys. dosn't take a genious there.
Lower tuition rates and revamp high schools to create a better learning
environment. (drug testing, smaller schools and more discipline)

Aug 20, 2011 10:58 AM

190 Higher education should become available to a larger  percentage of our local
people.

Aug 20, 2011 10:04 AM

191 Students from BU sometimes stay in the area. They then provide a strong basis
for growth.

Aug 20, 2011 7:58 AM

192 We have that potential. We need to highlight the successes of BU in solar
energy research, for example.

Aug 20, 2011 12:26 AM

193 Our community colleges have an important role to play and can fit with our
regions colleges and universities, as well as industry.

Aug 19, 2011 9:57 PM

194 Education is key to any advancement, we need to stop the sports minded
obsetion and concentrate on solid education in schools and in higher education.
The arts need to be given more attention rather than who won the "big game"

Aug 19, 2011 6:13 PM

195 Universities need to continue to focus on leading the way in their respective
communities.  This includes their energy policies, procurement processes, and
the types of buildings they build on their campuses.  Universities should also
continue to try and build within their communities e.g.downtown centers etc.

Aug 19, 2011 5:21 PM

196 We have enough business majors that know nothing about business. Aug 19, 2011 4:59 PM

197 we need to attract younger people and keep them here. Aug 19, 2011 4:11 PM

198 Sadly, the only economic activity left in the S. Tier is education and geriatics.
The problem with both of these assets is they need to be subsidized with tax
dollars.

Aug 19, 2011 3:58 PM

199 Chenango County is one of the only counties in the state without a stand-alone
two or four year college. We truly need NYS to invest in the SUNY Morrisville
Norwich Campus, to focus on developing that campus into something that can
attract students from elsewhere and increase enrollment, and to market it for the
assets it has.

Aug 19, 2011 3:48 PM

200 But, only if the people that we educate in the Binghamton area, stay and work in
the Binghamton area.   Too many times, we educate the people and then they

Aug 19, 2011 3:07 PM
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leave for other locations.

201 Intellectual and R&D are just a portion of the assets the higher ed institutions in
our region provide.

Aug 19, 2011 2:54 PM

202 Quality does not mean dump more money into salaries. Aug 19, 2011 2:42 PM

203 As preciously noted Aug 19, 2011 2:33 PM

204 With the exception of Cornell (not really part of the Southern Tier), the quality of
our institutions is nothing to brag about.

Aug 19, 2011 1:59 PM
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1 We have no more precious asset than our abundant clean water. NONE! And it
will only become more precious in the future, as water becomes more scarce
elsewhere. The Finger Lakes are not just a regional treasure but a national one
really, and preservation of water quality and keeping the surrounding landscape
rural and unpolluted should be a top priority

Sep 15, 2011 11:44 PM

2 Need to keep them beautiful and not overused or exploited. Sep 15, 2011 11:13 PM

3 These things are key to what makes our area such an attractive vacation
destination. We need to protect and nurture these assets.

Sep 15, 2011 10:02 PM

4 This is natural and should require no government money. Sep 15, 2011 5:27 PM

5 Our #1 strength. Protect it. Sep 15, 2011 3:15 PM

6 IF we don't let the gas drilling spoil it!!!! Sep 14, 2011 12:15 PM

7 CAN'T OVERSTATE Sep 13, 2011 8:19 PM

8 Pretty to look at but how much to these things contribute to our economy?
Farmers and developers are held hostage to regulations that are supposed to
"protect" these things.

Sep 13, 2011 4:58 PM

9 I also archery hunt, fly fish, and hike. Sep 13, 2011 2:25 PM

10 Planning is key- land should be designated for agriculture if appropriate,
recreational, residential, light industry..........don't build houses where crops could
be best grown and don't designate hilly rocky land for agricultural use- common
sense land usage........

Sep 13, 2011 11:13 AM

11 Strive to become the most beautiful and scenic area in the country.  Although
you might not become this, it's a positive direction.

Sep 13, 2011 10:45 AM

12 Natural beauty/resources will NOT be compromised by natural gas development. Sep 13, 2011 10:00 AM

13 This aspect is only helpful. Sep 13, 2011 9:42 AM

14 keep out of whats left of it. you know "the problem" cannot keep peeing all over Sep 12, 2011 8:46 PM
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the land and then get more to pee in.

15 I cannot stress strongly enough how very impressive this area's natural beauty
is, and how wonderful our air and water are compared to the air and water in
many areas of the country, particularly the East Coast. Gas drilling will end all of
that. Imagine having 12 gas wells per square mile, along with all of the access
roads, pipelines, compressor stations, water intake sites, smog, and truck traffic
that would go with the gas wells. I think that may of those who were born here
take their surroundings for granted. I hope they do not realize, too late, what we
have here.

Sep 12, 2011 2:54 PM

16 PARAMOUNT! Sep 12, 2011 8:13 AM

17 PLEASE, let's not destroy it all with gas drilling. Sep 11, 2011 10:30 PM

18 This natural beauty and resources cannot be preserved with drilling. Sep 11, 2011 7:03 PM

19 This is an incredibly beautiful area. Sep 11, 2011 6:36 PM

20 The region is slowly recovering from the devastating deforestation of a century
and more ago. The land is the major asset of the region. The last thing that is
needed are more roads, gas pipelines, traffic, and drilling operations.

Sep 8, 2011 4:53 PM

21 We live in the most beautiful part of the world. I have been told this by visitors
from all parts of the globe.

Sep 8, 2011 4:26 PM

22 that's why I live here. Sep 8, 2011 3:48 PM

23 This is one of the main things that made me want to come back to the area. I'm
from southern CA and wouldn't trade the beauty here for a single sunny day in
traffic there. But, unless the state park infrastructure is maintained, we will lose
that asset. The neglect I've seen in places like Filmore Glen is something to be
ashamed of. The projects done during the WPA are not only for our enjoyment
today but also a part of our history as a nation. Neglect should not be an option.

Sep 8, 2011 3:40 PM

24 Oil rigs, traffic congestion, well pads of 1-16 wells will not draw tourists, keep
young people here, or sustain life on earth as we kow it.

Sep 8, 2011 1:32 PM

25 This asset must be protected Sep 8, 2011 9:34 AM

26 Agreed. Sep 8, 2011 7:40 AM

27 If it doesn't hamper the development of the Marcellus and Barnett shale play. Sep 6, 2011 2:23 PM

28 Please work to keep it this way--no fracking. Sep 6, 2011 9:38 AM

29 Contrary to the anti-drilling propaganda being spread around, out of tens of
thousands of gas wells drilled in the US there has been only two documented
cases in which ground water was polluted.

Sep 5, 2011 9:44 PM

30 Yeah... we already have this... Sep 5, 2011 1:07 PM

31 Much as I enjoy natural beauty, I do no believe this  is a key economic issue Sep 5, 2011 12:05 PM

32 I frequently swim, hike, and cross country ski at many parks around the state.  I
strongly support the inclusion of this in the 5-year plan.

Sep 5, 2011 8:18 AM
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33 The problem is that once this is distroyed, it is impossible to replace. Sep 5, 2011 3:43 AM

34 It will be gradual, but gas extraction industry would have cumulative effects at
both the drilling and the waste disposal ends that will bring great harm to this
resource, ESPECIALLY ONCE THE UTICA GETS DRILLED.

Sep 5, 2011 1:08 AM

35 if allowed to be used by all residents and  to fully develop the potential of each
site

Sep 4, 2011 8:18 PM

36 An asset that we need to preserve and promote as part of the Quality of life in
our region.

Sep 4, 2011 11:58 AM

37 The ONLY thing the Southern Tier has going for it is the scenery, clean water
and air.  Now you're going to kill it with drilling in hopes that drilling will be a
financial windfall.  Long term residents will bolt out of here as soon as they can
find a job.  Who will be left?  Everyone I know who signed a lease is leaving.
Those of us who couldn't, wouldn't or didn't can't afford to leave yet, but we're
looking to get out.

Sep 3, 2011 10:12 PM

38 Gas drilling does not support the beauty that we have enjoyed or clean water/air! Sep 3, 2011 8:53 PM

39 We can have clean water and natural gas industry. They are compatibable with
the draft and JLC

Sep 3, 2011 8:39 PM

40 Once the air, water, habitats are ruined, there is no replacement.  We must
adjust our relations to the earth.

Sep 3, 2011 7:49 PM

41 Provided that air quality and water quality are vigorously protected. Sep 3, 2011 4:12 PM

42 We must keep our state parks open, this is a source of revenue not to mention
the fact that camping is a family activity

Sep 3, 2011 3:52 PM

43 This will continue to be the case with gas development. Sep 3, 2011 2:29 PM

44 Fracking, if allowed, will permanently damage these resources and make them
unattractive to those who might come to see them or to live among them.

Sep 3, 2011 10:49 AM

45 This is a loaded question, who doesn't want to beable to live a healty live. Sep 2, 2011 2:56 PM

46 The beauty of the Southern Tier is one of the key components to our high quality
of life.

Sep 2, 2011 2:22 PM

47 what brings so many well-educated people, and then encourages them to stay --
and what draws start-ups (often spinning off of the universities and colleges) into
starting (and then staying) here in this region

Sep 2, 2011 10:40 AM

48 as long as this does'nt cut into nat gas development Sep 2, 2011 9:53 AM

49 No place prettier in the USA! Sep 1, 2011 10:09 PM

50 its natural and beautiful still because the people havent eaten and licked it to
death yet. our health is only as good as that of the land. do you see why cancer
and disease is so prevalent in our society? we are sick, why spread the sickness
and destroy mother nature?

Sep 1, 2011 7:55 PM

51 Don't destroy the natural beauty around us, including the wild residents of the Sep 1, 2011 2:04 PM
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forests.

52 Our strongest asset is our beautiful countryside:  let's keep it that way! Sep 1, 2011 1:20 PM

53 The local properties are worth nothing it they don't have access to clean water. Sep 1, 2011 12:17 PM

54 we are a tourist magnet and a region to which people come for wine, hunting,
fishing, birding, etc.

Sep 1, 2011 10:33 AM

55 These are our most valuable resources. Sep 1, 2011 10:21 AM

56 Essential for our future for so many economic sectors: health care, tourism,
quality of life, agriculture, etc.

Sep 1, 2011 9:20 AM

57 In developing shale gas, we need to take extreme precautions to protect the
pristine quality of the Finger Lakes and the State Forests and parks because
once damaged, it would take generations to repair.

Sep 1, 2011 9:20 AM

58 Don't destroy or damage these for the sake of 'progress' or 'growth'. Sep 1, 2011 8:30 AM

59 It's nice, but I've seen prettier places. Sep 1, 2011 8:22 AM

60 Our has incredible assets, including the Conluence of the River that have not
been explored significantly.

Sep 1, 2011 7:42 AM

61 Absent a healthy, safe, clean environment which providesa high level quality of
life; there is no good that can happen in NYS.

Sep 1, 2011 6:56 AM

62 We absolutely have to protect and preserve the clean water we have. Aug 31, 2011 3:09 PM

63 Develop the river more. Aug 31, 2011 11:06 AM

64 afraid these would be exploited when more money is involved Aug 31, 2011 10:51 AM

65 NYS is awsome! We have a responsibility to protect and enhance its natural
beauty and resources, but not at the expense of depopulating the state and
preventing robust economic development

Aug 31, 2011 9:26 AM

66 And we need to keep it that way.  Don't store toxic waste water in salt
mines?!?!?

Aug 30, 2011 6:30 PM

67 We are fortunate here! Aug 30, 2011 3:41 PM

68 And therefore no fracking. Aug 30, 2011 2:43 PM

69 We must absolutely protect and expand these assets. Aug 30, 2011 2:26 PM

70 Absolutely! Aug 30, 2011 1:28 PM

71 However, the U.S. is loaded with beautiful places so it really is not a tremendous
attribute.  It just helps to balance the scales.

Aug 30, 2011 12:59 PM

72 What has this done for us lately. Aug 30, 2011 10:09 AM

73 Yes, it's nice - but so are many other areas of the country.  Our winters are not
particularly tough, just incessently long.  Is that an asset?  To someone and to

Aug 29, 2011 9:57 PM
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some industry - probably.

74 this is a given, unfortunately many people want to maintain these as they are
now and stop all progress that may infringe on them (except for their own
retirement cottege of course). The word abundance is wrong, should strive for
balance. Open up Delaware County for recreation on thier NYC waters, HUGE
potential

Aug 29, 2011 7:39 PM

75 global warming could be good news for upstate NY Aug 29, 2011 4:54 PM

76 Again, I would promote this resource to attract companies that want employee
satisfaction and also tourism.

Aug 29, 2011 4:31 PM

77 these must be preserved and not sacrificed Aug 29, 2011 3:56 PM

78 This is so important to our area - dirlling has the potential to change this. Aug 29, 2011 10:38 AM

79 At least this abundance of clean water will be with us for a little while longer! Aug 29, 2011 8:35 AM

80 Efficient use of gas revenues can help protect our assets Aug 29, 2011 8:21 AM

81 Ultimately, human well being depends upon a clean and healthy environment.
This is an asset of the first order.  Economic activity must not compromise our
life support systems.  The right to a healthy environment for everyone needs to
be a first principle for economic decision making.  Growth capitalism is based
upon exploitation and false assumptions (wishful thinking) about our finite planet.

Aug 29, 2011 1:35 AM

82 I've traveled the world, and the Finger Lakes, in my mind, is one of the most
beautiful places in the world. We're blessed with an abundance of clean water.
Let's not ruin it!

Aug 28, 2011 9:39 PM

83 We must not exploit them for money. Aug 28, 2011 9:11 PM

84 Don't destroy it with fracking! Aug 28, 2011 8:59 PM

85 Clean water, lakes, and woodlands, while 'nice', are not a powerful engine of
economic growth.

Aug 28, 2011 4:09 PM

86 DO NOT LET FRACKING SCREW THIS UP.  ONCE THESE RESOURCES
ARE GONE THEY ARE GONE.

Aug 28, 2011 3:20 PM

87 Those of us who live here get a bit jaded about this, but people coming to visit
here absolutely "gush" about how nice our area is

Aug 28, 2011 12:15 PM

88 We under utilize our own waterfronts. Aug 28, 2011 12:08 PM

89 I love these items, but if we count on them for survival, we won't make it. Aug 28, 2011 11:54 AM

90 Of course we need to maintain our clean water and natural resources in the area
but they are not the cause nor the cure for our economic issues in the area.

Aug 28, 2011 9:48 AM

91 we need to use them not just look at them Aug 28, 2011 6:07 AM

92 The Southern Tier of NY is already rich in Natural beauty and resources.  Some
people don't even know what's out there.

Aug 27, 2011 9:43 PM



438 of 681

Page 5, Q2.  <b>Natural Beauty/Resources:</b>  This includes abundance of clean water; lakes; and woodlands.

93 OUR AREA IS FINE, AND THE GAS DRILLING IS NOT GOING TO AFFECT
THIS AT ALL.

Aug 27, 2011 5:08 PM

94 The Finger Lakes and Great Lakes are wonderful asste. Aug 27, 2011 3:13 PM

95 Although there is a dearth of lakes in my area of the southern tier, I do think that
greater access to the rivers, connecting river trails, and cleaning up areas along
the river have incredible potential. The River Walk in Binghamton is a fabulous
asset and it is not even being used to its full potential.

Aug 27, 2011 12:34 PM

96 However, not to the exclusion of gas development. Aug 27, 2011 11:31 AM

97 While I believe that the natural beauty of our area is an asset there comes a
point that the development of tourism begins to degrade the lifestyle of the area.
A recent article about the national parks in the west and Alaska highlighted the
degradation of the wilderness areas due to the influence of large numbers of
tourist.

Aug 27, 2011 8:58 AM

98 Yes, definitely, because this contributes to tourism as well. Aug 27, 2011 8:15 AM

99 Protect our treasures! Do not allow hydraulic fracturing in this beautiful and
precious landscape.

Aug 26, 2011 10:53 PM

100 this is the height of absurdity for jlcny to be posing as protector of clean water.
this is what Orwellian means.

Aug 26, 2011 10:08 PM

101 it all can coexist Aug 26, 2011 10:04 PM

102 We have it all and do not develop to it's potential Aug 26, 2011 9:55 PM

103 These are the most valued resources we have.  Having traveled on many
continents, I realize how unique it is to have clean water, lakes and rivers that
are safe in which to swim and fish, and woodlands to roam.  These unique
resources nourish the human body and mind, and are essential to mental health
and a balanced lifestyle.

Aug 26, 2011 9:24 PM

104 This is good to attract people to visit all the lakes, gorges, etc, but also important
to keep this a healthy place for residents to live.

Aug 26, 2011 8:35 PM

105 Critical.  Few seem cognizant of the concept of incremental overload.  Callum
Roberts, in his book The Unnatural History of the Sea, talks about shifting base
lines and whether we can ever get back to where we should be is a very serious
question and challenge.

Aug 26, 2011 8:32 PM

106 there can be a synergy between this as well as development of our other
resources, we need to move on down the carbon chain to nat gas, we need to
become energy independent or we will never get out of the oil wars

Aug 26, 2011 8:17 PM

107 natural gas exploration will enhance, not destroy these. The benefits of NG will
help farmers maintain their property as working farms and attract younger people
to agriculture. This will ensure that there is an abundance of clean water, lakes,
open space and woodlands.

Aug 26, 2011 7:39 PM

108 Hyrdrofracking must be prohibited to allow this to florish. Natural
beauty/resources are destroyed when hydrofracking comes to town

Aug 26, 2011 5:05 PM
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109 yes, but lots of places are beautiful and places like Charlottesville VA have
invested in having beautiful built environments to go with the natural beauty --
southern tier looks run down and poor, adn feels isolated

Aug 26, 2011 4:22 PM

110 you can't do this with that bs hydrofracking crap! Aug 26, 2011 3:50 PM

111 One of our greatest advantages, which would be ruined by fracking. Aug 26, 2011 3:44 PM

112 Well, we have seen in the last century the folly and costs down the road of
polluting waterways.

Aug 26, 2011 3:01 PM

113 I tend to agree with this and yet other parts of the country without these great
natural resources do much better economically than we do.  I wonder our belief
in our natural resource base isn't overstated...

Aug 26, 2011 2:00 PM

114 ONLY FOR PUBLIC LANDS Aug 26, 2011 1:42 PM

115 This is an asset that can be managed while being harvested of its natural
resources.

Aug 26, 2011 12:50 PM

116 We have this now and NG developement will only have a short term effect, the
long term results will be increased resources.

Aug 26, 2011 11:17 AM

117 We already have this and it's not bringing the economic relief to our region.  I'm
for keeping our resources clean and safe, but MORE REGULATION WOULD
KILL MORE INDUSTRY AND MORE OPPORTUNITY.

Aug 26, 2011 10:58 AM

118 The Southern Tier ALREADY has all of this, to expend scarce funds to these
areas will not yield a good ROI.

Aug 26, 2011 10:29 AM

119 there resources need to be managed, but not overregulated and overprotected Aug 26, 2011 10:19 AM

120 The other side of this coin is to DISALLOW developments that threaten the
southern tier's water and air quality, and natural attractions.

Aug 26, 2011 10:08 AM

121 our rivers are contaminated with sewage. and ny has nothing special as
compaired to pa, or other states.

Aug 26, 2011 10:06 AM

122 The beauty of the region is fantastic. Exploiting these resources in order to
created economic development is necessary. Again, it cannot be to the exclusion
of utilizing the natural resources under our feet.

Aug 26, 2011 9:45 AM

123 We as a County are in crisis.  You don't focus on the landscaping until your
family is protected from the winter.  Clean water is of course important, but this is
an engineering and science issue and maybe a penalty and legislative issue,
which is eminently solvable.

Aug 26, 2011 9:44 AM

124 The problem is: it has to be promoted for use very carefully, with protections, or
else these will be ruined.

Aug 26, 2011 9:04 AM

125 We need to keep these things to exist!! And they are also a very large part of our
tourism!! Which is big money for many businesses in NYS !!

Aug 26, 2011 7:25 AM

126 you cant eat trees, and our water needs to be protected espeacially from coal
and coal ash pollution. Our A-G did the right thing in exposing and suing PA for
burning coal in an illeagal power plant that was dumping hundreds of thousands

Aug 25, 2011 9:52 PM
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tons of toxic such as lead, cadium, arsenic. and mercury into oul lakes streams
and rivers. Each coal plant puts 180 pounds of mercury into the air a year,  it
only takes two tablespoons to make cayuga lakes fish unsafe to eat.

127 Continue to maintain with in reason. SUNY B and the housing track next to it
distroyed nature at its best when built.Our family ownes 80 acres ovwerlooking
the BU campus and we have accepted the trade of of natural beauty for
PROGRESS. N.Y. must manage "all our resources" in a balanced and effective
manner.

Aug 25, 2011 9:48 PM

128 The reason any business goes anywhere is to make money. Every place has
clean water, lakes etc. This is a survey to discourage the development of natural
gas, isn't it.

Aug 25, 2011 9:35 PM

129 we have this Aug 25, 2011 8:39 PM

130 At least for now, until the region is criss-crossed by gas pipelines and drill sites. Aug 25, 2011 5:32 PM

131 NO we have worried sooo much over this BS its now driven every oppurtunitity
for business into the ground..SERIOUSLY

Aug 25, 2011 4:39 PM

132 Unless hydro fracking is allowed to begin Aug 25, 2011 3:15 PM

133 My family canoes/kayaks/camps/hikes.  We have a lot that the Adirondacks do
right here! BU has a nature preserve & green house!  We need MORE parks!

Aug 25, 2011 2:50 PM

134 Do companies move here for the pleasant view?  This question shows just how
out of touch the Business Development folks in NYS are.

Aug 25, 2011 2:47 PM

135 this is our greatest resource! Aug 25, 2011 12:56 PM

136 Our natural beauty in this area is very nice however it isn't outstanding in many
ways and so we are sidetracked for the Adirondacks, Niagara Falls (places that
tend to be more spectacular).  We still have alot of neat things that could be
promoted.

Aug 25, 2011 12:52 PM

137 Clean water and lakes can be found anywhere in the Northeast.  I would not call
them key economic development assets.

Aug 25, 2011 12:45 PM

138 Don't destroy it. Aug 25, 2011 12:16 PM

139 With climate change already drying up places in the south and southeast, where
will all those people go when their water sources can no longer support them?
To NY. We must preserve our natural heritage if for no other reason than that it
will be needed in the future.

Aug 25, 2011 12:16 PM

140 This is why drilling needs to be done on private lands only and to be done right! Aug 25, 2011 12:08 PM

141 I also stated my thoughts on this being important previously. This sounds like a
loaded question!!!!!???? Let the DEC be the Department that keeps it this way.
That's why we already pay them. But let's advertise the beauty of our region.

Aug 25, 2011 10:30 AM

142 Everything is secondary to a healthy environment. Natural resources are the
source of life.

Aug 25, 2011 9:26 AM

143 God made NY beautiful already, sorry We must be sure it stays that way Aug 25, 2011 8:20 AM
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144 As long as the gas industry does not destroy it! And don't forget our RIVERS. Aug 25, 2011 12:43 AM

145 Please do not allow fracking or gas drilling to pollute our lovely land. Aug 24, 2011 10:37 PM

146 Keep Fracking OUT  of New York.  Once the beauty and clean water is gone -
that's it folks.

Aug 24, 2011 6:42 PM

147 manage forests don't as a resource Aug 24, 2011 3:45 PM

148 Natural resources need to be protected.  Those that need to be cleaned up
should be a priority.  We must protect these resources for our own and future
generations!  We are blessed to have so many unique and scenic areas that
draw people to the area and stimulate the economy.  This needs to continue and
increase.

Aug 24, 2011 2:10 PM

149 This is our world and the potential gains here are limited at best.  Read prior
comments.

Aug 24, 2011 12:21 PM

150 I did choose to answer this.  see comment  These are the unique attributes that
are specific to this region.

Aug 24, 2011 11:39 AM

151 There are a number of sustainable livelihoods that are and could be directly tied
to these.Whether they are directly or indirectly related to our economic
development, I believe they have a direct impact on our quality of life, and
retention of our residents.  These are the things which drew me back to this
region after leaving earlier in my life. If these are diminished, I fear it would result
in a severe weakening of our overall health and vibrancy, and residents
commitment to this region.

Aug 24, 2011 11:33 AM

152 At this point-in-time -- YES! Let's not bargain it away indescriminantly. Aug 24, 2011 11:15 AM

153 Jobs not natural beauty draws individuals and companies. Aug 24, 2011 10:39 AM

154 Perhaps our strongest asset. Aug 24, 2011 10:29 AM

155 Put money back into the parks. They are worth it! Aug 24, 2011 10:06 AM

156 These are our best assets and they must be used sustainably, including Man
and Biosphere style protected and managed areas.

Aug 24, 2011 9:59 AM

157 This should be obvious - do you ignore this blatent fact in order to satisfy greed? Aug 24, 2011 7:58 AM

158 And celebreate the change of seasons our area enjoys! Aug 24, 2011 7:47 AM

159 Again, this makes our area attractive for business to come to the area. Aug 24, 2011 7:38 AM

160 This will not continue with M. Shale development.  Regardless of environmental
protection, the industrial scale of this activity will displace traditional rural life,
viewscapes and agriculture.

Aug 23, 2011 7:28 PM

161 if drilling is allowed, none of the rest of this survey will matter.  woods, lakes and
rivers are not only pleasing and help attract folks to the area, but we literally
cannot live w/o them.

Aug 23, 2011 6:31 PM

162 emphasis on "clean"!  disagree with gas exploration Aug 23, 2011 4:56 PM
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163 Our natural resources are priceless, and could be a major tourism drawing card. Aug 23, 2011 4:47 PM

164 We have wonderful natural resources and these should be managed for long
term sustainability and promote this area for recreation.

Aug 23, 2011 4:24 PM

165 The wording of the question is strange. Strongly agree could imply reckless
exploitation of natura resources. Outdoor beauty should be preserved and can
even be promoted for tourism.

Aug 23, 2011 4:21 PM

166 There will be no problem with abundance of clean water, lakes and woodlands
with drilling. So tired of that mantra.

Aug 23, 2011 2:22 PM

167 Encourage the use of the trail system for all seasons!  Tell the DEP/ DEC to stop
being so stringent with all of their controls!

Aug 23, 2011 2:15 PM

168 Probably the number one draw for visitors and for industry reruiting, as well as
the best contributor to local quality of life.  Maimize this resource.

Aug 23, 2011 1:56 PM

169 Protect the natural resources from overuse, pollution and waste Aug 23, 2011 1:37 PM

170 New York State has such an abundance of natural beauty & resources! Let's
capitalize on this and promote it for everyone's gain!

Aug 23, 2011 12:51 PM

171 As the owner of a vacation rental business, this is our biggest selling point -
although closeness to Cornell University is a close second.  Without these, our
business would be much less likely to thrive as it has over the last seven years.

Aug 23, 2011 12:20 PM

172 Gas development done porrly will kill this. Aug 23, 2011 12:09 PM

173 We could do more to develop our rivers as tourist attraction. It is very beautiful
here but it isn't as dramatic as some parts of NYS (but much more beautiful than
other parts!).

Aug 23, 2011 11:59 AM

174 This is our GREATEST asset. We are so fortunate to have these becomingly
rare resources- out west, water is already a commodity.  Let's utilize these
inherent alluring characteristics to promote tourism- bed & breakfasts, hiking,
biking, kayaking, camping, bird watching, etc. It's all already there for us- let's
capitalize on it! NOT DESTROY IT!

Aug 23, 2011 11:54 AM

175 One of our greatest, if not THE greatest asset. Water will be the least available
and most crucial resource in the 21st century.

Aug 23, 2011 11:29 AM

176 We live in the most beautiful place on earth! Aug 23, 2011 11:09 AM

177 Maintaining open space and rural attributes are essential to this. Aug 23, 2011 11:05 AM

178 More than "development assets," they are keys to the survival of nature. Aug 23, 2011 11:02 AM

179 I moved to this region for it's natural resources. Sacrificing the beauty and
natural health of our region to create an oil & gas extraction, industrial and social
landscape breaks my heart... and is spurring me to get involved in politics.

Aug 23, 2011 10:44 AM

180 this is what we have to offer which is unique to our region. Aug 23, 2011 9:58 AM

181 I disagree that the region's natural beauty is an obstacle to a sustainable future.
Let's embrace what we have, preserve what we have and promote what we all

Aug 23, 2011 9:58 AM
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enjoy about this region.

182 YES!!! and that is at odds with the heavy industrialization and pollution from
FRACKING!!!!

Aug 23, 2011 9:32 AM

183 This cannot be achieved if NYS allows the natural gas companies to hydrofrack
near our lakes, rivers and woodlands. Mistakes, lack of regulation, and illegal
dumping of waste waters in PA show us an example of how die-offs occur.
Cabot Oil alone has been fined hundreds of thousands of dollars for their
pollution of streams and drinking water. Why has NYS decreased funding and
staff for the DEC??

Aug 23, 2011 8:47 AM

184 And lets keep it that way. NO to Hydrofracking, NO to industrial farming. YES to
conservation and recycling.

Aug 23, 2011 8:09 AM

185 Extremely important, without which, all else matters very little in the long run. Aug 23, 2011 6:29 AM

186 I think the natural resources and beauty are great local assets, but they should
not be considered assets to be used for economic development (and thus
exploitation and eventual ruin). You have completely biased this survey by
assuming economic development is good. I disagree.

Aug 23, 2011 1:11 AM

187 WOULD HELP IF OUR WATER SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANT OPERATED
EFFICIENTLY. IT'S OVERCAPACITY; PURSUE BUILDING AN ADDL PLANT

Aug 22, 2011 9:55 PM

188 What can be said those things are priceless Aug 22, 2011 9:25 PM

189 Once the clean water, lakes and woodlands are despoiled, the area has lost all
of its major assets. Who will want to live here? No short term economic benefits
will compensate--and by short term I am talking about one hundred years. Any
commerce or business that will steal the natural beauty and healthfulness of this
area is short-sighted. Future generations will be hurt by the excesses of our
focus on development to the exclusion of everything else that has value besides
development. If the water is polluted, where will we have to go to find non-
polluted water? Since so many places already have polluted water, why do we
have to ruin one of the few places in the country that has clean water so that NY
state can collect a few more dollars from some industry?

Aug 22, 2011 8:59 PM

190 But other states have more beautiful and sylvan highways. Aug 22, 2011 8:37 PM

191 There is a basic to life that is clean water and clean air. These basics need to be
looked at in a scientic manner and not driven by peoples private wishes. We can
no longer waste what we have given to us. Destroying the aquifer by not allowing
waters to work it way into the ground instead of flushing it to the rivers for
subdivision housing has to stop. Planning for the retention of those waters has to
be started immediately. Our woods need to be started looked at as a natural
resource and the woods brought into better management. Old and dieing trees
bring disease and is a loss of a valuable resource.

Aug 22, 2011 8:25 PM

192 this is true richness. protect these at all costs. precious resources.  not just for
economic gain. it is for the spirit of people, animals, plants... let new york be an
example for other states.  do not sell out the greatest resource.

Aug 22, 2011 7:47 PM

193 This is THE most important issue here. Aug 22, 2011 7:01 PM

194 Properly maintained, managed and marketed, these resources can be reasons Aug 22, 2011 7:00 PM
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for people to spend time and spend money in this region. Some might even
decide to stay.

195 This must not be put at risk with natural gas extraction or any other industry. Aug 22, 2011 5:56 PM

196 Destroyed by Fracking Aug 22, 2011 5:20 PM

197 Really, what do we have without these? Aug 22, 2011 4:06 PM

198 Exactly! And hydrofracking threatens to obliterate this environment. Aug 22, 2011 3:48 PM

199 No Fracking Aug 22, 2011 3:33 PM

200 Keeping these resources is essential to our future economically and otherwise. Aug 22, 2011 3:11 PM

201 The natural resources are only an asset to the degree to which there are small
amenity/lifestyle business in the area to complement them.

Aug 22, 2011 2:58 PM

202 No one uses these assets, the price of gas is too high.  I go to the Catskills
regularly and it is clear that DEC is not maintaining facilites anymore.  They have
more assets than they are funded to maintain.

Aug 22, 2011 2:49 PM

203 Incompatible with NG drilling, pipelines, wellpads, compressors, gas storage,
trucks.

Aug 22, 2011 2:31 PM

204 Ultimately, this is the strong point of our region. We need to capitalize on these,
not destroy them with gas exploration, expose them to the risk of spills and
accidents, and ongoing polluting traffic pollution.

Aug 22, 2011 2:26 PM

205 Need to make sure that the drilling for Natural Gas is done in responsible
manner

Aug 22, 2011 2:13 PM

206 As noted elsewhere, our ace. Aug 22, 2011 1:20 PM

207 Clean water and Lakes! Aug 22, 2011 1:16 PM

208 The area is beautiful, but the weather/climate is not favorable in comparison to
more southern/warmer/sunnier areas.

Aug 22, 2011 12:58 PM

209 Need more access and trails along the rivers, they are why we are here in the
first place. Gas drilling will need water from somewhere. Our water need to be
protected and DEC has proven records of not doing their job because they are a
political tool be the governor. DEC needs to be fully funded and be a non political
organization for the people of NYS

Aug 22, 2011 12:53 PM

210 As long as you don't abuse the water, trees, air, soil for fracking. Aug 22, 2011 11:57 AM

211 We need to be mindful that the natural resources here are protected. Aug 22, 2011 11:53 AM

212 Keep it that way by prohibiting hydrofracking. Aug 22, 2011 11:30 AM

213 We just need some attractive urban development to match our natural
resources.  The best example of a nice urban area in upstate is Saratoga.

Aug 22, 2011 11:12 AM

214 We CANNOT let high level of industrialization take away from us the primary
strength we have: rural beauty, clean water and clean air.

Aug 22, 2011 11:05 AM
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215 No more fossil fuel extraction. Aug 22, 2011 10:55 AM

216 However, as a large land owner I do not appreciate my land being tresspassed
upon daily because of its natural beauty. The community does not want
development, but they also want me to continue to pay my taxes and upkeep on
my property so they can enjoy it. Extremely angered by the lack of respect
foistered on the business/land owners by the overly educated, public supported
population.

Aug 22, 2011 10:45 AM

217 Priority is job development.....this is seconday for now.......the shale people
certainly need to be monitored closely

Aug 22, 2011 10:43 AM

218 Though if not preserved and protected from the negative impacts of natural gas
drilling and timber logging then this asset will transform into a used-to-be.

Aug 22, 2011 10:41 AM

219 These are our wealth, not natural gas. Aug 22, 2011 10:36 AM

220 The watershed does an excellent job of protecting the resources. Aug 22, 2011 10:19 AM

221 Yes we have some but not an abundance. Aug 22, 2011 10:17 AM

222 Once again bring fracking into the area and you can forget about it. Aug 22, 2011 10:11 AM

223 These resources should be preserved (obviously we need a clean environment)
but not necessarily the focus of economic development.

Aug 22, 2011 9:56 AM

224 YES, this should be the goal, the focus. This is, over the long term, our most
valuable asset in the region.  We must preserve it and promote it.

Aug 22, 2011 9:50 AM

225 A truly critical value here and one that will be increasingly important in the future. Aug 22, 2011 9:46 AM

226 BEAUTY IS SUBJECTIVE AS IS IN ALL OF THE ARTS  CLEAN AIR- WATER -
LAKES- WOODLANDS IS UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF SCIENCE AND
THE RIGHT OF ALL HUMAN BEINGS TO BREATH, TASTE, TOUCH, HEAR
AND SMELL CLEAN GREEN ENVIRONMENTS FOR THEIR SURVIVAL AS
HUMAN BEINGS.  p.i.8/22/11

Aug 22, 2011 9:17 AM

227 Yes, clean is the key word here.  If you allow fracking, clean will be gone.  Lakes
and woodlands and rivers destroyed.  Please make my voice on this heard.

Aug 22, 2011 8:47 AM

228 This is one of the most beautiful areas of the country. Aug 22, 2011 7:32 AM

229 Abundance of Clean water is the key. The gas industry will destroy this essential
Resource.

Aug 22, 2011 12:47 AM

230 To reiterate - Fracking will ruin all of the above. Aug 22, 2011 12:18 AM

231 This is a HUGE asset that should push natural gas extraction down the list. This
from recent article in Governing about North Dakota oil boom. Mayor
commenting on the sudden "industrialization" of their area and the impacts to the
once beautiful landscape, "It’s not the prettiest viewscape for people coming into
your city, but if you’re going to be an oil town, that’s what you’re going to have.”

Aug 21, 2011 11:54 PM

232 This should be given the HIGHEST priority. We SHOULD NOT be going the
route of the disastrous course Pennsylvania has taken. We should be
encouraging the prospering economies that are possible when the environment

Aug 21, 2011 11:08 PM
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is given the respect desreved. new York can become the organic and
sustainable food basket of the northeast--particularly when surrounding states
are wrecking their food production with poisonous fracking.

233 This is one of the best features of the area Aug 21, 2011 11:06 PM

234 The problem will be all the polution from the surface due to disregard for OSHA
and EPA regulations in the Oil and Gas industry.

Aug 21, 2011 10:18 PM

235 If we lose our clean water, our lakes and woodlands then all the gas in the world
will not make this area a place that people want to live and work.

Aug 21, 2011 10:01 PM

236 This should be a tourist and agriculture haven; industry has already left, and it
isn't coming back any time soon.

Aug 21, 2011 9:45 PM

237 If our water, lakes and woodlands are destroyed by natural gas drilling as they
have been in other state, what will we have left?  Nothing

Aug 21, 2011 7:58 PM

238 Even though I'm repeating myself: natural resources would be devastated if
hydrofracking were to be allowed. Not only would there be massive water
pollution, but the roads, the scenery, the small towns would be devastated. And
with the loss of clean water, we would lose the ability to provide ourselves  and
people downstate with healthy food.

Aug 21, 2011 7:18 PM

239 Absolutely--without these life cannot survive and thrive. Aug 21, 2011 6:35 PM

240 why we live here. Aug 21, 2011 6:31 PM

241 No question. I ask every visitor at the Market what calls them to the area, and it
is resoundingly its natural beauty. Not one person has said they are looking
forward to seeing gas rigs and heavy trucks dotting the roads and landscapes.

Aug 21, 2011 5:28 PM

242 These assets, and clean air,  are in jeopardy if we allow gas drilling as it is
currently practiced.

Aug 21, 2011 3:32 PM

243 Clean water is a must for all future generations; as a result, I am strongly
opposed to hydrofracturing.

Aug 21, 2011 3:16 PM

244 We take these resources for granted and we shouldn't. They are absolute keys
to fueling sustainable economic growth. Once again, the gas industry throw all of
these vital resources into jeopardy.

Aug 21, 2011 2:21 PM

245 Clean and abundant water is the most precious resource humans have. And we
have an abundance of it.   We must not jeapordize it by careless exploitation of
shale gas.

Aug 21, 2011 1:46 PM

246 This area is beautiful.  But unfortunatly, there are areas closer by that have more
to offer:  finger lakes, Catskills, Adirondacks, Poconos.  Our best attribute is our
proximity to all of them.

Aug 21, 2011 12:55 PM

247 Our abundance of natural resources is our great wealth. Clean water will only
become increasingly valuable into the future. We MUST NOT squander it.

Aug 20, 2011 4:08 PM

248 If the gas development does not adversely affect Aug 20, 2011 2:11 PM

249 Ban gas drilling. Don't make everyone feel theey are living in a giant machine. Aug 20, 2011 10:58 AM
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We don't need to pollute NYS where we have the most preciuos research in the
world (water) There will be wars fought over water in the future.

250 We could better promote our beautiful resources to attract tourism in the area
especially as PA becomes less attractive to visitors.

Aug 20, 2011 10:04 AM

251 In the post IBM era, this is one of our greatest assets and should be protected. Aug 20, 2011 7:58 AM

252 At this point, yes. If we permit hydraulic fracturing, this will end, as it has in 34
states and many other countries. We cannot let this happen.

Aug 20, 2011 12:26 AM

253 We need to bring the gas companies in for the revenue. They will take some of
the burden off tax payers, and help land owners pay their property taxes. Help
ones like us laid-off to pay our bills, and not lose our home.

Aug 19, 2011 10:39 PM

254 We are one of the literal greenest places on earth. Too bad we are not more
accessible to foreign visitors.

Aug 19, 2011 9:57 PM

255 The diversity of New York scenery is emence and needs to be emphosized Aug 19, 2011 6:13 PM

256 We must protect our natural resources at all costs.  This must be in the forefront
of all our decisions, and this is at the heart of a sustainable region.  Once we
damage or compromise these resources, it can take decades or centuries to
reverse what we have.  Again, preserve at all costs.  We are all connected, and
we are all connected to our environment.

Aug 19, 2011 5:21 PM

257 Not very important if there is no one left to enjoy it.  I have to chuckle everyone is
fearful about the impact of natural gas production, but no one mentions the
gravel pit business and how it has destroyed 1000s S. Tier acres and pentrates
the acquifer.

Aug 19, 2011 3:58 PM

258 Water is our most precious resource.  Useful to keep that in mind while
developing natural gas.

Aug 19, 2011 2:54 PM

259 As previously noted. Aug 19, 2011 2:33 PM

260 Just as long as these resources are not destroyed by projects. Aug 19, 2011 2:02 PM

261 Southern Tier is not prettier than northern PA and the northern counties of NYS. Aug 19, 2011 1:29 PM

Page 5, Q3.  <b>Natural Gas/Energy</b>

1 The very best thing we can do with shale gas is leave it down there, especially
with CO2 emissions and atmospheric concentrations continuing to rise. I ahve
spent many days in PA shale country. Shale gas exploitation seems like a sure
formula for destroying our natural beauty and the tourism industry that depends
on it.

Sep 15, 2011 11:44 PM

2 This is merely harvesting without paying the full cost of creation. Once it is
depleted it is forever depleted. Then what do you do for employment?

Sep 15, 2011 11:13 PM

3 With strong regulation and enforcement. There is too much at stake here to Sep 15, 2011 10:02 PM
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"trust" the energy companies. If they're trustworthy, strong regulation isn't going
to hurt them.

4 All we need is for the government to get out the way and let the private industry
do the development.

Sep 15, 2011 5:27 PM

5 A threat to #2 above. Sep 15, 2011 3:15 PM

6 We need to start now to invest in sustainable energy sources like wind.We
should assist the transition to renewables, not subsidize fossil fuel extraction.

Sep 15, 2011 2:21 PM

7 The exception is hydrofracking, which will kill the tourism industry and jeopardize
our drinking water supplies. It will ruin our roads and clog our highways.

Sep 14, 2011 5:35 PM

8 Natural gas might seem like a good alternative in the short run but in terms of
health of the region it is a very bad idea.  It starts on the premise of win/lose and
I am afraid that the losers; air quality, quality of life, water quality, depletion of
fresh water resources, poisoning of our aquifers, will far overshadow any
economic advantage.

Sep 14, 2011 3:37 PM

9 IF we utilize the asset as an asset and not just "give it away" without REAL
investment in the area.

Sep 14, 2011 12:15 PM

10 DEPENDS ON WHAT WE DO WITH IT.   DON'T JUST DO WHAT EVERYONE
ELSE IS DOING - HYDROGEN ENERGY

Sep 13, 2011 8:19 PM

11 This is a liability of the first order. No benefits from any other area will survive: #1
above: the Universities and State schools will shrink and probably go bankrupt in
an industrial zone. The school buildings will serve as housing,etc. for the
industry.

Sep 13, 2011 5:30 PM

12 This issue needs to be studied to ensure that we ONLY take advantage of it if we
can be certain without doubt that we do not contaminate our water, ground and
air!

Sep 13, 2011 5:23 PM

13 Again, this is the golden ticket. Without this we might as well close up shop. Sep 13, 2011 4:58 PM

14 Again I caution about artificially inflated housing prices for purchase and rentals. Sep 13, 2011 4:11 PM

15 Controlled, safe development. Sep 13, 2011 11:13 AM

16 Energy resources should be tapped.  However, agreement w/ the companies
tapping such resources have to be held accountable to restore and maintain all
areas that they affect.  This includes roads, bridges and drilling sites.

Sep 13, 2011 10:45 AM

17 Natural gas development is the one and only industry looking at the southern
tier. The southern tier economy will be dead without it.

Sep 13, 2011 10:00 AM

18 If you were focused on heavy industry, I would have answered "Strongly Agree."
But, generally, this facet would join all of the other aspects that contribute to the
cost of doing business in the Southern Tier.

Sep 13, 2011 9:42 AM

19 Natural gas in various shales could be the largest amount in any one area in the
world.

Sep 13, 2011 6:37 AM

20 I am not convinced that the process of hydrofracking is a safe process.Plus I Sep 12, 2011 11:56 PM
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demand that all gas companies need to develop new leases with land owners to
protect land owners rights.Also whats this proprietary right not to divulge the crap
they want to pump down into my property., Bullsh*t

21 I provided no multiple-choice answer to this question because I agree with some
parts of it and disagree with others.  Why have you grouped natural gas and
energy into one question? I strongly support energy conservation and the
development of solar, wind, and small-scale geothermal energy. I think that
shale gas extraction will trash this area, creating a short-term boom and a very
long bust.

Sep 12, 2011 2:54 PM

22 Natural gas may burn clean but, when you factor in the extraction and delivery
processes, it is not clean at all.  Natural gas is not our salvation.

Sep 11, 2011 10:30 PM

23 Get over the natural gas thing. It is being pushed down our throats by the major
oil and gas corporations who hit and run and leave a devastated landscape
everywhere they go as well as Green House gases and toxins. See Ecuador,
Africa, Middle East, and Texas of U.S.A.  Rape and pillage is not what we need.
Keep the barbarians out. The Hydrogen Economy is available now through
existing universities and businesses. Get with it.

Sep 10, 2011 3:00 PM

24 Again bad question ... I'm all for clean energy (e.g., solar, wind, etc.), but I'm not
convinced that natural gas is going to be "clean".

Sep 9, 2011 10:30 AM

25 Hydrofrackturing is not safe process.  The net economic benefit is to a small
percentage of the population.  The "real' costs will be borne by the majority of the
population.  The job creation will be relatively small for locals.

Sep 9, 2011 8:37 AM

26 Destroying our environment does not result in any economic value whatsoever. Sep 8, 2011 10:24 PM

27 Natural gas development will squander what we have and the money will not
stay here. The money is largely an illusion anyway. Resources that can
realistically be extracted are less than stated. Real costs will be socialized onto
the region and the resource companies will leave a mess.

Sep 8, 2011 4:53 PM

28 We will destroy what makes New York State the best state in the union -
unpolluted lakes, streams, rivers will become unsafe.

Sep 8, 2011 4:26 PM

29 do this and you lose #2.  Both cannot co-exist. Sep 8, 2011 3:48 PM

30 Keep it out. Sep 8, 2011 3:40 PM

31 Environmentally responsible energy is critical to sustainable economic growth. Sep 8, 2011 2:57 PM

32 Get educated and get real!  Natural gas development is for the greedy alone --
corporations and politicians, like Libous.

Sep 8, 2011 1:32 PM

33 Reserves present require catastrophic environmental damage to extract. Not
compatible with a livable region.

Sep 8, 2011 12:59 PM

34 No Fracking Sep 8, 2011 12:58 PM

35 RENEWABLES ALL THE WAY -- NO TO EXPANDED GAS DRILLING IN
TIGHT SHALE PLAYS

Sep 8, 2011 11:55 AM

36 Natural gas is just another fossil fuel. But we could be developing solar, hydro, Sep 8, 2011 11:07 AM
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wind and through infrastructure investment in conservation gaining a higher
quality of life with far less energy consumption.

37 while there are large deposits of natural gas, the means to get those out of the
ground are dangerous

Sep 8, 2011 9:58 AM

38 This asset is worth developing but very slowly and carefully. Sep 8, 2011 9:34 AM

39 No choice. Sep 8, 2011 7:40 AM

40 Let's put money towards energy efficiency - reducing the need for energy. Yes,
natural gas and other fossil fuels will still be needed short term.

Sep 7, 2011 1:37 PM

41 Not sure what you mean in this question. Sep 7, 2011 11:45 AM

42 They may bring short-lived economic boon, but may ultimately destroy the water
table.

Sep 7, 2011 9:34 AM

43 Energy yes... renewable.  We have a wealth of biofuels - renewable - and new
technology to develop first for local consumption and if possible for regional use.
Leave the gas in the ground for future generations.

Sep 6, 2011 4:45 PM

44 This endagers other goals. Sep 6, 2011 2:56 PM

45 Clean, renewable energy, yes. Fossil-fuel-based sources, especially natural gas,
no.

Sep 6, 2011 9:24 AM

46 Drill. Sep 6, 2011 6:36 AM

47 This should have the highest priority over anything else at this time. Sep 5, 2011 9:44 PM

48 Yess we need it. Sep 5, 2011 1:07 PM

49 Energy conservation will make a larger economic impact than natural gas
exploration for years to come.

Sep 5, 2011 8:18 AM

50 Green energy development will help us, but natural gas fracking will harm us. Sep 5, 2011 3:43 AM

51 Energy yes, but not natural gas. Energy conservation and efficiency
("negawatts") are truly green and safe and durable. Keep methane in the ground,
except for small quantities that can be extracted via conventional methods done
properly. Turns out even conventionally drilling has been causing serious harm
"under the radar." And that methane should be used for durable, essential
goods, not for fertilizers that warm the atmosphere and then runoff and kill the
oceans, and certainly not for "going up in smoke" for energy. What a waste!
More geothermal, solar hot water, micro- and small scale hydro, etc.

Sep 5, 2011 1:08 AM

52 If you want to keep the Natural Beauty/Resources you better eliminate this one. Sep 4, 2011 9:06 PM

53 NYS has many safeguards in place for responsible drilling and needs to begin
and not scare away the gas companies from proceeding.

Sep 4, 2011 8:54 PM

54 Unfortunately the "economic development" will be for a very few individuals. The
rest will suffer, as they are everywhere fracking is being done. It is, like all fossil
fuel extraction scenarios, a dead end.

Sep 4, 2011 8:12 PM
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55 proceed cautiously... Sep 4, 2011 11:58 AM

56 Do not want fracking. Explore energy alternatives Sep 4, 2011 9:13 AM

57 The nation and the world is swimming in natural gas right now. Promoting it is
like promising the Golden Gate and getting the bridge to nowhere. The only thing
more gas is good for is to raise the salaries of the corporate officers and
stockholders. This is not the way we should be looking. Our citizens deserve
better.

Sep 4, 2011 2:48 AM

58 Broome County will become a smelly, noisy, toxic waste dump.  Chesapeake
Energy has sold 1/3 of their wellpads in TX, WI, CO to the Chinese Government.
What makes you think they won't do the same thing here?  How do you
compromise national security?  One well pad at a time.

Sep 3, 2011 10:12 PM

59 Natural gas is our top economic asset in state. Lower energy prices, many jobs,
businesses will flourish,landowners, and agencies will never be broke again.
Benefit everyone.

Sep 3, 2011 8:39 PM

60 No more fossil fuels - the earth will crumble. Sep 3, 2011 7:49 PM

61 In terms of energy, we would be better served by installing hydropower dams in
the Susquehanna and Chemung rivers (or to be more environmentally friendly,
run-of-river river turbines [similar to tidal turbines, but unidirectional])

Sep 3, 2011 4:12 PM

62 Once again you've combined 2 different categories in the same question so I
cannot register my opinion using the above buttons.  So I'll use verbiage.  I do
NOT think that natural gas develop ends up being an asset in the long run.  I
think that the costs of cleanup and increased services combined with the
degradation of our farm, education, winery, and tourist economy end up creating
a net deficit.  However, I strongly agree we should be investing in renewable
energy manufacturing.

Sep 3, 2011 2:35 PM

63 The only fast track economic game in town.  Tech centers at our universities and
business parks will follow.

Sep 3, 2011 2:29 PM

64 High volume, industrialized hydro-fracking has proved to be extremely damaging
to the environment, local infrastructure, personal health, and the local economies
where ever it has been practiced. It drives up the need for local services. These
costs are dumped on local residents without compensation, and residential
property values are reduced without compensation. The gas is/can be exported
and the profits from gas extraction go out of the local communities whose
resources are tapped. In addition, forced integration for the benefit of private
entities is unconstitutional, a taking without fair compensation, and patently
unfair. The absence of a severance tax which is returned to the local
communities exacerbates all of these problems. The absence of disclosure of
toxic chemicals and the lack of a sound method of rendering the toxic wastes
harmless exacerbates these problems. The lack of a strict liability law governing
all of the activities associated with fracking exacerbates these problems. The
ham strining of home rule for towns exacerbates these problems.

Sep 3, 2011 10:49 AM

65 As long as energy concerns are bundled with the natural gas industry, this
question is inherently biased. Wind, solar, bio-mass, bio-diesel are all
sustainable alternatives that will contribute to our long term viability and
economic vitality without sacrificing our environmental resources.

Sep 3, 2011 10:41 AM
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66 Energy, but not natural gas.  Sustainable and renewable sources for long term
supply.  Natural gas is a short-term money-grab by the gas companies and will
not help us in upstate NY with respect to energy supply and will destroy
everything else we have here.

Sep 3, 2011 8:01 AM

67 Fracking will never be a panacea.  Solar and wind, etc. can be longer lasting,
more dependable sources of energy.  Most comparisons of energy costs
between renewables and coal/oil/gas do not take into account the fact that we
have already paid the infrastructure costs for the latter.  After the one-time
infrastructure costs for the renewables have been invested, the per unit energy
costs for the domestic renewables will be far, far less than older hydrocarbon
fuels.  And the huge expenses for setting up Fracking make no sense at all in
comparison to infrastructures for renewables.  The gas will run out, but the
renewables will continue.

Sep 2, 2011 7:47 PM

68 This question has been asked and its limited description and redundancy is
misleading and harks to your questionable motives.

Sep 2, 2011 2:56 PM

69 With current technology, we stand to lose far more than we will possibly gain
from natural gas production in the Southern Tier.

Sep 2, 2011 2:22 PM

70 More a destructive force of the unique economies we now have Sep 2, 2011 10:40 AM

71 lets get this going we need the work and the energy! Sep 2, 2011 9:53 AM

72 Natural Gas development provides energy we need and keeps ALL of the money
in the US.  It causes half the CO2 and can be used for running vehicles, electric
plants and factories, as well as heating homes.  It is a win-win situation for New
York.

Sep 2, 2011 7:21 AM

73 NAT GAS is the most abundant energy resource we have in NY.......lets
develope it....... also lets get moveing on liquidfied nat gas plants so that we can
have a cheaper motor fuel (aprox 40percent of the current cost of gasoline ) This
is not some unproven idea but is being done right now in parts of the USA !

Sep 2, 2011 1:00 AM

74 Needs constant supervision and regulation to keep safe and environmentally
friendly--see above.

Sep 1, 2011 10:09 PM

75 MORE TAX REVENUE FOR THE ENTIRE STATE INCLUDING EDUCATIONAL
NEEDS PLUS LOWER ENERGUY COSTS FOR ALL NEEDS INCLUDING
BUSINESSES, CLEANER ENVIRONMENT WITH NO TAX PAYER MONEY  TO
BE INVOLVED

Sep 1, 2011 8:35 PM

76 need energy. Sep 1, 2011 7:55 PM

77 Natural gas is the key to our future . Sep 1, 2011 5:19 PM

78 As noted previously in this survey, I believe the availability of natural gas,
especially via the Marcellus Shale hydrofracking process will lead to the
complete destruction of our region and we will be left with a Southern Tier
version of Love Canal in the post-fracking decades.

Sep 1, 2011 3:56 PM

79 NO to the hydrofracking of NYS Sep 1, 2011 2:04 PM

80 BEGIN DRILLING TO HARVEST THIS VALUABLE RESOURCE NOW -
BILLIONS OF DOLLARS WILL FLOW INTO NYS'S ECONOMY!

Sep 1, 2011 1:33 PM
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81 The natural gas industry will destroy & pollute our beautiful countryside & water
resources.

Sep 1, 2011 1:20 PM

82 not only is Natural Gas KEY, its responsible development will bring all of the
other goals we are seeking, jobs, tax revenue for local schools towns & counties,
clean affordable energy for residents and new businesses that will be attracted

Sep 1, 2011 11:52 AM

83 This will kill both the attractiveness of the local landscape and tourism and
universities. Who will want to send their kids to a region that has had the
inevitable spills associated with gas drilling that enter the water systems.  Ditto
the air.  BU and CU could find faculty want to leave and cannot attract world-
class scholars. The gas drilling counties of TX have just seen a recent rise in
breast caner incidence.  Just what we DON'Y need here!

Sep 1, 2011 10:33 AM

84 Natural gas will destroy #3 above and should be banned in New York State. Sep 1, 2011 10:21 AM

85 Will only drag down existing and growing green businesses, tourism, agriculture,
wineries, colleges, local governments, etc.

Sep 1, 2011 9:20 AM

86 We need to move away from coal and imported oil - for national security
reasons. Natural Gas is the logical next step and the opportunity is beneath our
feet. We just need to harness our technical know-how to take advantage of this
resource in a safe and environmental friendly manner.

Sep 1, 2011 9:20 AM

87 I sure hope and pray not! Sep 1, 2011 8:30 AM

88 Fracking is environmentally destructive and a net loser in the economic
developement picture.

Sep 1, 2011 6:56 AM

89 Shale gas extraction is bad news for our area and we should not be letting big
gas/oil companies rape our land for their own profit.  We are not going to see the
benefits of any shale gas extraction, we will just be saddled with the problems
and clean up.

Aug 31, 2011 3:09 PM

90 huge potential for the area if done correctly. Aug 31, 2011 11:06 AM

91 This resource must be develop as it is the anchor for all future robust economic
development. It must be done in responsible, highly regulated, yet not
economically restrictive fashion which will provide the greatest economic good
for the citizen of NYS with the least economic impact. Certain areas of the state
besides the NYC watershed should be off limits but as a whole the majority of
the southern tier should be allowed to develop this resource.

Aug 31, 2011 9:26 AM

92 The $ brought in with natural gas development will provide financing for all the
improvements you have suggested.

Aug 31, 2011 8:30 AM

93 I would be less in opposition if I believed that the industry would be either honest
or responsible in its dealings with government, communities, the people, or the
environment.  The evidence from around the country and in NYS already is
clear.

Aug 30, 2011 10:42 PM

94 It will destroy our current assets. Aug 30, 2011 6:30 PM

95 Renewable energy = Yes. Energy efficiency = YES. Not fossil fuel based energy
development, which is simply short-sighted.

Aug 30, 2011 4:05 PM
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96 Needs to be safely utilized in a planned manner! Aug 30, 2011 3:41 PM

97 This threatens all the other assets! Aug 30, 2011 2:26 PM

98 Gas development will gut our tourism and agriculture industries, and threaten the
health and safety of our air, water, and lands.

Aug 30, 2011 1:32 PM

99 Many locations cannot get natural gas because the pipelines would bbe
prohibitively expensive; in others the lines are old with significant leaks.

Aug 30, 2011 1:28 PM

100 Natural gas will have long term negative impacts. Focus on development of
alternative energy sources, become a leader in that area. Biomass potential is
significant.

Aug 30, 2011 1:00 PM

101 The Northeast US will become the energy center of the US Aug 30, 2011 12:59 PM

102 Energy, niot from finite sopurces like natural gas but from infinite sources
available everyone no matter their economic status: solar, wind, bio-mass, etc.

Aug 30, 2011 11:22 AM

103 an extremely short-sighted option, with DIRE CONSEQUENCES Aug 30, 2011 10:13 AM

104 It could be our greatest assett. Aug 30, 2011 10:09 AM

105 It's good, but it's not solar - and we cannot do that here.  Easily anyway.  Maybe
we could take advantage of that and invite an industry to make it work here - if it
works here it'll work anywhere.

Aug 29, 2011 9:57 PM

106 Jobs& Economic benefits that this area desperately needs Aug 29, 2011 8:35 PM

107 WE need to move on this NOW. Amphenol will continue and will speed up their
departure from this area if we do not get the natural gas energy available to this
area.

Aug 29, 2011 7:39 PM

108 www.un-uaturalgas.org Aug 29, 2011 6:16 PM

109 Sorry, this is really a regional disaster. Aug 29, 2011 4:31 PM

110 this industry is not welcome in NYS Aug 29, 2011 3:56 PM

111 It will change the whole environmental aspect of the Southern Tier to a
dangerously low unsustainable position. Too many lies and coruption in the
industry. Health hazzards too high, and most improtantly the water systems well
be poisoned forever. Mayor Bloomberg knows this and is portecting his city by
not allowing any drilling in the Catskills near the resevoirs that feed all of
downstate..

Aug 29, 2011 10:32 AM

112 If the gas drillers are not held 100% accountable, look out New York!  And what
about wind and solar!  Let's manufacture affordable solar panels and wind
turbines instead!

Aug 29, 2011 8:35 AM

113 Must be effectively montiored, enforced and revenues equally distributed to
lower taxes, support monitoring ofthe industry, NOT TO GROW
GOVERNMENTS

Aug 29, 2011 8:21 AM

114 This is not an asset.  It is a liability.  The vast majority of us will be harmed by
fracking for methane.  Only a few will temporarily benefit.

Aug 29, 2011 1:35 AM
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115 The efforts presently under way are smoke and mirrors.  Announce strong
regulatory actions and then don't provide the funds for resources to ensure those
actions will be effective.

Aug 28, 2011 10:15 PM

116 While natural gas is an asset, short term exploitation could adversely affect
natural beauty, which is more important over long term - in terms of attracting
people to region.

Aug 28, 2011 10:13 PM

117 elaborate Aug 28, 2011 9:57 PM

118 Leave it  in the shale. Aug 28, 2011 9:39 PM

119 No!  No noise pollution, air pollution, industrialization of our area, depleted and
poisoned water, health risks for all living things.  We cannot afford to be bought
by the gas companies.  The price we will pay is too high.

Aug 28, 2011 9:11 PM

120 Development of Marcellus Shale by fracking is too dangerous to health and
environment.  See #2.

Aug 28, 2011 8:59 PM

121 It's the only Industry willing to come to NY. There has been no other major
Company willing to locate in NY & absorb the higher cost of doing business here.

Aug 28, 2011 5:14 PM

122 Hello!  What's this?  A powerful engine of economic growth? Aug 28, 2011 4:09 PM

123 Improved fracking and keep the majority of harvested gas in NYS to produce
cleaner electricity and cheaper heat for homes and businesses.

Aug 28, 2011 2:02 PM

124 Again, we must prove that we are serious about energy independence by
promoting the use of natural gas, and by  safe development of the Marcellus
Shale.  There is some potential for wind power along the hilltops here; some site
surveys should be conducted and a feasibility study done.

Aug 28, 2011 12:15 PM

125 The development of the natural gas/oil industry in NYS and especially the
Southern Tier done safely and SOON will definitely be the biggest savior of this
area.

Aug 28, 2011 12:12 PM

126 Most objections are misguided and ill-informed. Aug 28, 2011 11:54 AM

127 There are no documented cases of fracking contaminating water. Period!! Aug 28, 2011 11:51 AM

128 pass gas now. Aug 27, 2011 7:45 PM

129 WE NEED IT AND WE NEED IT NOW. NYSEG SHOULD MAKE IT EASIER
FOR PEOPLE TO SIGN UP AND HAVE IT INSTALLED IN THEIR HOMES.

Aug 27, 2011 5:08 PM

130 We have it, let's take advantage of it.. Aug 27, 2011 3:13 PM

131 Safe utilization of our natural resources should always be a priority. Sufficient
oversight of development is also imperative.  DEC staffing must be capable of
processing and overseeing permits etc for the development of those resources.

Aug 27, 2011 8:58 AM

132 We need to make sure the Natural Gas is explored with our eye on our natural
resources and make sure the state county is compensated for any failing...the
Natural Gas companies need to have PROPER INSURANCE and keep it current
before getting drilling permits

Aug 27, 2011 8:32 AM
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133 No, this creates a boom and bust economy.  It looks good if you like a lot of
WalMarts and mini-malls, but in the years to come we will be left with a lot of
"shell buildings", environmental and infrastructure damage, severely weakened
tax base (due to plunging real estate values, among other things), and a
completely undesireable area to live, visit, or go to college.

Aug 27, 2011 8:15 AM

134 only if 150% safe Aug 27, 2011 7:58 AM

135 If done carefully to protect our water. Aug 27, 2011 7:15 AM

136 PUBLICLY OWNED NATURAL GAS POWER PLANT SHOULD BE SITED OFF
ROUTE 201 WHERE THE COAL PLANT SHUT DOWN. SHARES PAYING
DIVIDENDS TO LOCAL SHARHOLDERS. INNOVATIVE COGENERATION
SPINOFFS FOR BUSINESS AND RECREATION WOULD "INCUBATE" REAL
JOBS AND QUALITY OF LIFE HERE.

Aug 26, 2011 10:28 PM

137 no Aug 26, 2011 10:08 PM

138 the answer will spur on all kinds of activities Aug 26, 2011 10:04 PM

139 Please educate our residence Aug 26, 2011 9:55 PM

140 Natural gas development would jeopardize our communities, contaminate our
water, pollute our air, and endanger our food sources.  The risks outweigh the
benefits, and the consequences would in some cases be irreversible.  We
embrace this boom and bust industry at our peril.

Aug 26, 2011 9:24 PM

141 a great sorce of income,taxes,and jobs Aug 26, 2011 8:55 PM

142 Natural gas has proven to be boom and bust in other places, such as PA. The
gas companies bring in many of their own workers for the duration of time that
they need them, which then causes rental prices to hike, and makes it harder to
find places to live for locals. This is already happening in Corning, NY. Increased
truck traffic does huge damage to roads, which the companies do nothing about
and when they leave it is up to the towns to pay to fix them. Property value goes
down, and there is the potential to not even be able to get a mortgage on land
that has been leased, or even land that is next to leased land. Looking at all the
places where gas drilling has happened, it has done more harm than good to the
economy of the surrounding area. Natural gas drilling will not help NY's
economy, and should be banned across the state.

Aug 26, 2011 8:35 PM

143 The industry is irresponsible and cannot be trusted.  Their profits are not worth
the damage to our aquifers, our ecology, and the right to our peacful enjoyment
of our properties.  Refernce my earlier comments on Compulsory Integration.
Has anyone addressed the post drilling collection, aggregation, and transport to
the markets?  This is a fungible commodity.  It is not a source of energy
independence for the United States, it will be sold to the highest bidders in the
world market.

Aug 26, 2011 8:32 PM

144 its our only hope to free ourselves of foriegn oil. Canada did this 15yrs ago.
Today they are in much better shape for it

Aug 26, 2011 7:44 PM

145 see above. NG will not destroy the beauty of NYS. It will allow us to protect the
beauty we love for future generations.

Aug 26, 2011 7:39 PM

146 The undeniable need to get this rolling in our State is not to be delayed any Aug 26, 2011 7:31 PM
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longer

147 Not as currently available.  We should focus on developing a green energy
economy.

Aug 26, 2011 5:14 PM

148 NO FRACKING - GET IT. Fracking is not for the development of the economics
of the state, the peoples' health,safety and it destroys our most precious
resource - OUR WATER.

Aug 26, 2011 5:05 PM

149 extract and use our resources wisely Aug 26, 2011 5:01 PM

150 This question collapses the issue of energy in with fossil fuels.  NYS and the
Southern Tier should be innovators on clean energy, which quite obviously is
where the long-term profits will be found.  So, I strongly disagree with natural
gas, but strongly agree with energy innovation.

Aug 26, 2011 4:53 PM

151 Let DRILLING BEGIN  NOW! NO MORE DELAYS! Aug 26, 2011 4:22 PM

152 We need more solar and wind energy. We already have too many dangerous
pipelines and little inspection of them.

Aug 26, 2011 3:57 PM

153 Cheap energy brings businesses!!!! Aug 26, 2011 3:22 PM

154 Allowing natural gas drilling by using fracking, will bring a better economy in the
Southern Tier

Aug 26, 2011 3:01 PM

155 If properly regulated and enforced, it will provide tax revenues to fund the above
programs.

Aug 26, 2011 3:01 PM

156 develope this awsome resource. Aug 26, 2011 2:37 PM

157 Pennslyvannia balanced their state budget with Marcellus gas, New York State
did not.

Aug 26, 2011 1:42 PM

158 We have to move forward judiciously, but we can't let loud negative groups hold
back our region & state. They use bullying tactics and are very egotistical saying
that they're the ones with the only right answer.

Aug 26, 2011 1:40 PM

159 We must take advantage of the energy beneath us to improve our local economy
and to lessen our dependence on foreign energy.

Aug 26, 2011 1:29 PM

160 Do not delay and get this valuable state asset into production.  Start enjoying its
benefits and let landowners finally get something other than bills from the state.

Aug 26, 2011 12:50 PM

161 Again, with the safe development of these resources we can help our current
and future families live a life without economic hardships.

Aug 26, 2011 12:37 PM

162 Utilities costs in NYS much higher than other states. Need better regulation of
utility companies to reduce their overhead to lower rates.

Aug 26, 2011 12:14 PM

163 The responsible development of natural gas passes on to younger generations
less dependence on foreign oil and gas making their futures more secure. It will
also eventually eliminate wars of gas and oil. Gas development will also provide
much needed revenue for the state and landowners.

Aug 26, 2011 12:10 PM

164 Finalize the SGEIS and start allowing hydrofracking / drilling. into the Utica and Aug 26, 2011 11:49 AM
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Marcellus.

165 So far as we know, the gas can only be obtained at significant cost to the clean
water and rural landscape mentioned in the item above.  If we can't have both,
we should choose the clean water, which means that the gas isn't that helpful.

Aug 26, 2011 11:35 AM

166 This is not a long term solution and will damage the image of the area. Aug 26, 2011 11:30 AM

167 It needs to be done without harm to the environmental. Aug 26, 2011 11:23 AM

168 Reliable energy is crucial. Aug 26, 2011 11:17 AM

169 With the regulations the NYS DEC will put on these companies, NY STATE will
be the model the industry will use when they expand into other states. Missing
out on this incredible find (Marcellus Shale Play), will be the proverbial straw that
broke the camels back. But, being a sportsman, we need to keep our lands clean
and safe... getting back to that NYS DEC comment!

Aug 26, 2011 11:02 AM

170 We need to use our local resource of natural gas for the sake of the environment
the people and the state.

Aug 26, 2011 11:01 AM

171 THIS WILL BRING THE HELP WE DESPERATELY NEED.  WE MUST
EXPLORE THIS ASAP AND ASSIST WITH APPROPRIATE
INFRASTRUCTURE, EDUCATION, AND BALANCED REGULATION.

Aug 26, 2011 10:58 AM

172 Will have negative impact. Aug 26, 2011 10:37 AM

173 To ignore or not recognize the positive impact that natural gas extraction will
have on the economic growth of the Southern Tier will be most unfortunate as
this opportunity to revitalize an area of New York state that has been in decline
for over 50 years should be priority #1.

Aug 26, 2011 10:29 AM

174 This is no consistent with number 2 in this section Aug 26, 2011 10:08 AM

175 sooner the better. i live on ny pa border and my friends in pa laugh in my face i
pay 7x more inb taxes and they are getting rich off ng. development.

Aug 26, 2011 10:06 AM

176 There doesn't seem to be a lot of scientific evidence to support the negative
arguments against this development. Most issues are small and containable.
The media hype of the methane gas coming out of faucets is a good example -
that was there before the drilling started.

Aug 26, 2011 9:45 AM

177 I believe that N/G can be harvested safely and that despite problems and poor
practices, our engineers, scientists, and legislators can work together to make
N/G exploration one of the underpinnings of our success as a nation.

Aug 26, 2011 9:44 AM

178 Let's leave the dinosaur fuel where it is. Aug 26, 2011 9:32 AM

179 By which I mean the development of alternative natural fuels, such as veggie
fuels.

Aug 26, 2011 9:29 AM

180 we need to use safe drilling techniques to protect our resources while improving
our economic conditions

Aug 26, 2011 9:23 AM

181 Safe extraction of the abundant natural gas we all own is the seed that needs to
be planted to start the major growth that can and will happen if gas development

Aug 26, 2011 9:22 AM
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is allowed. Jobs by the thousands will be created in every sector imagineable.
More taxes will collected to reduce governent debt and balance budgets. We
have the natural resources, so let us make us of it safely and quickly. The results
will be amazing.

182 As stated above if done properly with strict oversight this could be the needed
stimulus we need to make New York State again become the Empire State.

Aug 26, 2011 9:13 AM

183 Natural Gas - I'm not convinced it's safe enough yet.  Other kinds of energy, like
Green Energy, have a better chance.

Aug 26, 2011 9:04 AM

184 Use it here. Aug 26, 2011 8:58 AM

185 Our best chance to fund our future and reduce the tax burden. Aug 26, 2011 8:53 AM

186 You can't do all the other things in this survey without the monetary stimulus that
the gas industry could supply.

Aug 26, 2011 8:47 AM

187 If only we could be allowed to tap this source. Aug 26, 2011 8:39 AM

188 proper regulation and inspection will prove invaluable to the environment,
populous, and the industry.

Aug 26, 2011 8:36 AM

189 see previous comments Aug 26, 2011 8:18 AM

190 We need natural gas to heat our homes and business.   We also need the jobs
drilling for gas would bring into the area.

Aug 26, 2011 8:17 AM

191 I think so many are ready to rush in because of big money promised they don't
realize the ramifications this can have on our state's environment.

Aug 26, 2011 7:25 AM

192 Do not wish to see this exploited. Aug 26, 2011 12:12 AM

193 We need this industry for local and national economics. our country is choking
on the 670 thousand dollars a minute we send for foriegn fuel to middle eastern
countries. Natural Gas is abundant, cleaner and will help us become fuel
independant from OPEC

Aug 25, 2011 9:52 PM

194 This is our fucture for the next 20 plus years. Not the limited benefit retail and
service industry currently replacing manufacturing that supported our region for
80 plus years. Harness the energy opportunity ASAP!!

Aug 25, 2011 9:48 PM

195 Look at all of my above comments. If a company spent 2 million dollars a year on
energy (oil) (electricity) and could come here and only spend 1/3 of that, by using
natural gas, wouldn't that be a huge incentive, and the county or state might not
have to pony up any cash! A novel idea.

Aug 25, 2011 9:35 PM

196 development is a must for survival of our area Aug 25, 2011 8:39 PM

197 The oil and gas extraction industries historically  privatize the profits and
socializes the social and economic costs to local communities.

Aug 25, 2011 6:22 PM

198 Don't let a few load mouths ruin this opportunity. We need this, New York needs
this, and the USA needs this. NIMBYS only care about themselves.

Aug 25, 2011 6:20 PM

199 Large-scale natural gas development will inevitably create a short-term boom Aug 25, 2011 5:32 PM
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followed by a significant bust

200 See new EPA report Aug 25, 2011 5:25 PM

201 ITS the fastest and easiest to jump start our area. Look at PA Aug 25, 2011 4:39 PM

202 This will destroy all of the above Aug 25, 2011 3:15 PM

203 The gas companies really don't have a good track record, now do they? Aug 25, 2011 2:50 PM

204 Not unique to us. Aug 25, 2011 2:49 PM

205 ...if there *were* natural gas and affordable energy options.  Just ask Amphenol
when they pack up and leave.

Aug 25, 2011 2:47 PM

206 Only if NYS acts resposibly and SOON !!! Aug 25, 2011 2:43 PM

207 Development of the Marcellus Shale would threaten all the other assets.
Industrialization of our landscape, compromising our water resources,
destruction of our roads. Literal devastation of our land is the guaranteed result.

Aug 25, 2011 2:25 PM

208 energy yes, natural gas no. Aug 25, 2011 12:56 PM

209 This is one of the keys to economic growth in the Southern Tier.  It will benefit
people who will live and spend their money here.

Aug 25, 2011 12:45 PM

210 Not with hydrofracking.  Soon clean water will be more precious than natural
gas.  We can live without natural gas.  We cannot live without clean water.

Aug 25, 2011 12:16 PM

211 Natural gas is not clean, nor is it sustainable. the party will end and when it does,
we will have been too busy tying up the streamers to have a plan. If we are to
invest in energy, it should be renewable.

Aug 25, 2011 12:16 PM

212 we need to finish the SGEIS & give incentives to promote responsible natural
gas drilling ASAP

Aug 25, 2011 11:54 AM

213 Gas drilling will be a bust enterprise for the majority of the population of the
region.

Aug 25, 2011 11:50 AM

214 It seems to be abundant. I think it is not the answer to all our problems. It is a
wonderful opportunity to create a number of jobs quickly. It will bring NEW
companies to the area. If we help current companies expand, change, and adapt
- they can profit tremendously from this and put more money back into our
community. I believe the "DEC" is working on a plan to do this safely. So let's
utilize this resource to our advantage.

Aug 25, 2011 10:30 AM

215 There are plenty of alternatives to natural gas. And, contrary to what gas industry
lobbyists pretend, natural gas will not be used for energy independence. Instead,
the industry already has plans under way to liquefy the gas and send it
overseas--potentially driving up gas prices for domestic use.   Natural gas is
indeed a Ponzi scheme, as a federal Department of Energy official called it.

Aug 25, 2011 9:26 AM

216 Tax and development bonanza.  But PA benefits at the moment. Aug 25, 2011 8:21 AM

217 It is truly a gift Aug 25, 2011 8:20 AM
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218 This is a fleeting asset that will be gone quickly and will leave us a legacy of
pollution.  Local energy bills will not go down as a result of drilling.

Aug 25, 2011 12:43 AM

219 NO NO NO NO NO to Fracking!!!!! Aug 24, 2011 10:37 PM

220 natural gas is alot cleaner than oil and coal , And its right here , what are we
waiting for?

Aug 24, 2011 8:55 PM

221 pass gas NY Natural gas NOW Clearly the BEST Solution! Aug 24, 2011 8:07 PM

222 Move us into the next century - lower our Greenhouse Gas / Carbon Footprint. Aug 24, 2011 6:42 PM

223 not under the circumstances ...the assets do indeed belong to all of us who live
around this commons; the assets are being developed for the benefit of non-
locals

Aug 24, 2011 4:28 PM

224 promote the use of Natural gas for fueling cars and trucks, power plants, Aug 24, 2011 3:45 PM

225 This is NOT an economic development asset Aug 24, 2011 2:45 PM

226 Natural gas - NO Wind, solar, non-food-crop biofuel, batteries, smart grid,
conservation - YES

Aug 24, 2011 2:34 PM

227 This will provide many job opportunities and boosts to the economy.  However, I
agree that there needs to be strict monitoring of the process to avoid damage to
our natural resources.

Aug 24, 2011 2:10 PM

228 Natural gas will contest with or destroy other regional economic development. Aug 24, 2011 1:51 PM

229 Green Energy Agree,  Gas between Undecided/Disagree Aug 24, 2011 1:22 PM

230 This is the only true tangible economic engine.  The radical environmentalist will
soon kill this for the State.  Don't believe it, come to the NYC watershed and see
how the real world works.

Aug 24, 2011 12:21 PM

231 I did answer this question.  see comment  I do not see a place for fossil fuel
development in our future energy planning.  We need to taper off the use of this
energy source.

Aug 24, 2011 11:39 AM

232 Again, this seems an irrational and short sighted approach to economic
development that would endanger all other assets and sources of sustainable
development.In terms of energy production as a economic development
strategy, renewable sources of energy can be much less impactful, and support
more long term sustainable jobs.

Aug 24, 2011 11:33 AM

233 It is an asset but it is a finite resource - gone in the blink of an eye.  And if not
appropriately control its wealth never improves the well being of the community
at large.

Aug 24, 2011 11:15 AM

234 But DEFINITELY not natural gas!!!!!!!  It has the potential to ruin all else that is
great about our area.  Sustainable green alternative energy definitely needs to
be an important focus, especially local smart grid systems and point of use
systems.  This sector has much more potential to create local ongoing jobs that
help to improve our environment and local economy than gas development,
which has the potential to severely degrade both.

Aug 24, 2011 10:29 AM
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235 Fossil fuels must be abandoned immediately and replaced with sustainable
energy.  Our water, air, food, health, and lives are all at stake.

Aug 24, 2011 9:59 AM

236 Leave it where it is; there is EXCESSIVE gas now in production,.                What
is the HURRY?

Aug 24, 2011 7:58 AM

237 Strongly disagree with the gas infrastrucutre model however "energy" is a
seperate topic. There are other alternative that are safer and have less conflict in
our communities. Combining "Gas" and Energy" in this survey suggests an
agenda that is biased.

Aug 24, 2011 7:47 AM

238 As stated already, the cost of energy for business is an important factor.  Helping
to control the cost and make access easier can only help.

Aug 24, 2011 7:38 AM

239 green tech is the only long term option. Aug 24, 2011 12:49 AM

240 No hydro fracking Aug 23, 2011 9:32 PM

241 Per previous comments Aug 23, 2011 7:28 PM

242 see previous comments.  of course, the potential for economic opportunity here
SEEMS self evident, but that opportunity may be limited to a very few.  we need
to define HOW this industry will bring economic improvement.  SPECIFICS!

Aug 23, 2011 7:14 PM

243 natural gas is dirty energy which the world can no longer afford.  not just in our
region but in the world.  we could set an example by focusing on our strengths
and denying the corporations their 'right' to pollute our communities and our
planet.

Aug 23, 2011 6:31 PM

244 No frackin' way! Aug 23, 2011 4:47 PM

245 See my comments before. Green is very attractive to many people...some are
willing to relocate to a more green city. Not sure selling the natural gas drilling is
going to have the same effect due to the many uncertainties.

Aug 23, 2011 4:28 PM

246 As stated earlier, extraction from the Marcellus Shale is probably the single most
detrimental thing that could happen for the long term development of this area.

Aug 23, 2011 4:24 PM

247 If this is allowed the economy will briefly improve but it is not sustainable and the
area willl be worse off in the long run.

Aug 23, 2011 4:21 PM

248 Shale gas development would destroy the region in the long-term. Aug 23, 2011 3:51 PM

249 For Marcellus play, as noted previously above. Aug 23, 2011 2:48 PM

250 This is a dead end strategy that will turn us into a dead end region, killing and
crowding out the agriculture, tourism, wine-making, organics, etc that are
genuinely sustainable.  It is a boom industry that dies once the production phase
ends.It DOES NOT CREATE MANY JOBS; PA has seen fewer that 10,00 NEW
jobs created in more than a year, despite outlandish industry claims.  The good
paying jobs go to Texans and the locals get to drive trucks. Fracking pollutes the
air, water and land.Despite regulation there are innumerable leaks, spills and
releases of toxics into the environment, which becomes and industrial wasteland.
It polarizes communities, and would never allow the region to work together in a
unified manner (see current polling which shows an extremely divided view of
fracking). It benefits only a few landowners and gas companies, while burdening

Aug 23, 2011 2:32 PM
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the rest of the area with trucks, decreased property values, poor health, pollution
and the costs for infrastructure, medical and emergencies,  It privatizes the
profits and socializes the costs.

251 Strongly agree - we need this and we have put it off far far too long. Aug 23, 2011 2:22 PM

252 Drill baby Drill! Aug 23, 2011 2:15 PM

253 Do not want to see another Texas here. Aug 23, 2011 1:56 PM

254 I have acres let the drilling begin Aug 23, 2011 1:37 PM

255 I don't believe there are any safe options with natural gas. Sooner or later the
profit motive will result in unsafe practices.

Aug 23, 2011 12:51 PM

256 Hydrofracking has the potential of destroying our communities, or minimally
transforming them into places that will not be appealing for residents or visitors!

Aug 23, 2011 12:20 PM

257 May well kill off other opportunities based on degradation of quality of life Aug 23, 2011 12:09 PM

258 In the short term. Aug 23, 2011 12:09 PM

259 AGAIN, NO! The development along this avenue is in discord with everything
this area is about. You are asking for this area to become WORTHLESS, and to
destroy already existing business if you peruse this dirty, out-dated industry.

Aug 23, 2011 11:54 AM

260 A disaster waiting to happen. Let's wait 10 years and if it can be gotten out of the
ground without depleting acquifers and poisoning our air, water, and soil, then I'll
be for it.

Aug 23, 2011 11:29 AM

261 Don't let the gas companies frack it up! Aug 23, 2011 11:09 AM

262 Correctly managed Aug 23, 2011 11:06 AM

263 But must be done wisely.  Road maintenance, socio-economic, environmental,
and other considerations are of extreme importance.

Aug 23, 2011 11:05 AM

264 Would rather see conservation. Aug 23, 2011 11:02 AM

265 No natural gas drilling. Green energy ONLY! Let New York State lead the
country in creating GREEN jobs. The Finger Lakes Region is uniquely
enthusiastic about green energy, many small businesses have emerged. Those
should be encouraged, supported and built upon and become a model for further
development in this area.

Aug 23, 2011 10:45 AM

266 NO HYDROFRACKING! Aug 23, 2011 10:34 AM

267 alternative energy yes...no hydrofracking...NONE! Aug 23, 2011 9:58 AM

268 Not a very well formulated question, but as I've stated elsewhere, I strongly
believe that the extraction of natural gas will be a long- run deficit, creating few
local long-term jobs, turning the natural beauty into a toxic industrial
environment, spewing toxic diesel exhaust, hazardous sand particles and
fracking chemicals into the air, removing vast quantities of precious fresh water,
creating thousands of miles of pipelines, many of which will not be inspected for
possible leaks and explosion risk.

Aug 23, 2011 9:58 AM
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269 As long as cheap energy is delivered LOCALLY too. Not just piped away like our
water.

Aug 23, 2011 9:34 AM

270 We need to end the dependency on non-renewables such as GAS an d OIL. We
do NOT want to increase our dependency on them!!!!! We need solar and wind
energy and ONLY renewables! If Germany can do it, so can we!!!

Aug 23, 2011 9:32 AM

271 We have wonderful water, wind and solar capacities in NYS that can be
developed without damaging our natural resources and beauty.

Aug 23, 2011 8:09 AM

272 Natural gas is NOT the solution.  We need to explore CLEAN, SAFE, energy
souces.

Aug 23, 2011 7:59 AM

273 This gas is a curse not a blessing. It has to potential t dive short-term greed for
quick solutions to current problems without any considerations for future
generations.  It's a purely selfish single-generation mind-set to think that this gas
has anything good to contribute.  And I'll save the issue of global warming, but
say here the fossil carbon needs to be phased out and developing natural gas
prolongs the fossil carbon emissions.

Aug 23, 2011 7:38 AM

274 A huge mistake to continue exploitation of natural gas. Aug 23, 2011 6:29 AM

275 Forget it. This will destroy our economy in the long run, increase the gap
between rich and poor, and destroy our health and clean natural resources.

Aug 23, 2011 1:11 AM

276 Keep the gas developers out, they will destroy our pretty good life style. Aug 22, 2011 11:29 PM

277 Again this resource is very dangerous to extract. We should be leaning on more
renewable sources. And i think that examples of oil and gas extraction in Nigeria
and the Amazon region of Ecuador give examples of the devastation visited
upon the communities involved in this type of oil and gas exploitation. The
companies involved should be held responsible for the cleanup. Is it Ok to keep
on drilling and extracting oil and gas elsewhere as long as it doesn't mess up our
environment? Not very equitable is it?

Aug 22, 2011 10:25 PM

278 "Fracking" is an environmental/economic disaster just waiting to happen in a
totally inadequately regulated situation.  What makes the Finger Lakes special
could easily be lost forever. This question should never have been posed in this
biased form.

Aug 22, 2011 10:01 PM

279 Natural gas extraction will destroy the southern tier - our water will be polluted,
our communities will be industrialized and any chance of tourism and the ability
to draw people here because of the natural beauty will be ended.

Aug 22, 2011 9:50 PM

280 not an asset but exactly the opposite!! a polluted state with poor water quality is
not going to attract anything, in fact the complete opposite...!

Aug 22, 2011 9:07 PM

281 This is not an asset. Thirty two states have already been drilled for natural gas.
There is an oversupply of this form of energy, in fact, it is being exported to other
nations. Leave it in the ground until we discover a totally safe way to extract it, if
our grandchildren need it in the future.

Aug 22, 2011 8:59 PM

282 Gas extraction might promote a time of economic boom, but at what cost?  And
once the boom passed, what about all the workers?  What would they do?  Let's
focus on other ways to generate energy.

Aug 22, 2011 8:20 PM
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283 drilling destroys property values.  it wrecks roadways.  and the night skies are
constantly lit up - so even the natural beauty of a place is DESTROYED.

Aug 22, 2011 7:47 PM

284 This is a vague statement, is it not?  Energy is important, Natural gas storage is
dangerous and potentially harmful to the environment.

Aug 22, 2011 7:01 PM

285 To the extent that natural gas exploration/extraction damages or diminishes the
resources mentioned above, it diminshes its own value to the region.

Aug 22, 2011 7:00 PM

286 The Marcellus Shale deposit should remain untouched.  The costs associated
with extraction are far to high to justify, even under the best of circumstances of
extraction.  This should not be considered a local natural resource that is
available.

Aug 22, 2011 5:56 PM

287 This is a dangerous and polluting industry, a potential resource that's unreliable
and difficult to extract, and at best a temporary fix for our energy problems. What
would be left after the industry comes and goes? I'm especially concerned about
the impact on our water supply, if the obsolete (but still industry standard) water-
based extraction methods are used.

Aug 22, 2011 4:18 PM

288 We need to think broader about how we meet our energy needs. Natural gas,
even if abundance - and it's probably safe to say we have 200-250 year supply -
isn't going to advance us much in terms of energy independence and a clean
environment. We need to commit to something better.

Aug 22, 2011 4:06 PM

289 No Fracking Aug 22, 2011 3:33 PM

290 This is an asset only if we are willing to risk the ruin of our quality of life, air and
water quality, tourism and agriculture industries and be willing be be left living in
an industrial waste site when the gas is gone.

Aug 22, 2011 3:33 PM

291 Natural Gas should not be considered. Aug 22, 2011 3:29 PM

292 No horizontal  fracking Aug 22, 2011 3:21 PM

293 The development of gas and other non-renewable energy resources will cancel
the natural beauty and resources mentioned in number 2.

Aug 22, 2011 3:11 PM

294 The area has a lot of water resources. These have a great deal of potential re:
hydroelectricity (which is a renewal energy source that everybody seems to have
forgotten about).

Aug 22, 2011 2:58 PM

295 NO fracking! Aug 22, 2011 2:55 PM

296 It has to benefit us somehow, why are our power rates so high?  Why can't I buy
a natural gas car - there is no where to fuel it.  I want to buy one.  Why, with all
the natural gas here, are there no fueling facilities????

Aug 22, 2011 2:49 PM

297 See above. Aug 22, 2011 2:31 PM

298 Gas may burn cleaner, but the truth is that exploration and storage is far more
detrimental in terms of producing greenhouse gases than other methods.
Storage facilities must be "burped" daily, releasing huge amounts of foul-
smelling methane and greenhouse gases into communities and the environment.
It's a sham fed to us by gas companies, this concept of "clean burning, safe"
natural gas.

Aug 22, 2011 2:26 PM



466 of 681

Page 5, Q3.  <b>Natural Gas/Energy</b>

299 Gas drilling will generate some low-end construction, service and truck driving
jobs, which will disappear the next time the price of gas declines.  What then?
Texas has had many energy busts over the years.  Why wouldn't that happen
here?  Will it be worth it to wreck the environment and the quality of life of local
residents for some money that will quickly disappear during the next recession?

Aug 22, 2011 2:26 PM

300 no  no no... a disaster elsewhere dont be fooled it will rape the earth destroy
property values and decrease tourism

Aug 22, 2011 2:09 PM

301 I think green energy will be critical and natural gas is important; however an
expansion of natural gas drilling may be counterproductive to long term tourism.

Aug 22, 2011 1:20 PM

302 THIS IS A LOADED QUESTION WHICH COULD BE CONSTRUED TO IMPLY
THAT I SUPPORT NATURAL GAS IF I AGREE. I ONLY AGREE THAT
ENERGY IS A PRIORITY ISSUE, NOT THAT NATURAL GAS IS THE
ANSWER.

Aug 22, 2011 1:19 PM

303 Clean energy Aug 22, 2011 1:16 PM

304 We need to develop Wind, Solar, certain bio-fuels, and we need to encourage
energy efficient affordable housing and energy efficient public transportation
systems.  If a home owner or landlord improves the efficiency of a structure there
should be tax incentives to do so.  For some that may mean solar panels.  For
most it would mean energy efficient windows, insulation, water conservation, etc.
NO FRACKING, NO NUKES.

Aug 22, 2011 12:55 PM

305 NG is not a clean fuel to start with, coal is far cleaner. When you burn NG it may
seem clean but you need to add up all the resources used to get the gas out of
the ground and take that into account. Basically I am against drilling for gas that
will be sent overseas and only makes a few people rich while it destroys our
quality of life and holds us back from creating a better way of living.

Aug 22, 2011 12:53 PM

306 this will spoil our area. Aug 22, 2011 12:17 PM

307 To support methane extraction is to support an addiction. Aug 22, 2011 11:57 AM

308 This might be a resource someday, but at current levels of technology and given
the utter disregard in the energy industry for environmental protection it is a
massive liability- almost a cancer.

Aug 22, 2011 11:54 AM

309 Drilling for natural gas threatens our natural assets. No drilling for gas. Aug 22, 2011 11:45 AM

310 Natural gas-bad, wind solar - good Aug 22, 2011 11:30 AM

311 Sustainable biomass, wind and solar energy, as well as some hydropower, could
be useful additions to our economy in future.  The presence of natural gas in
shale formations is a threat to our economy.

Aug 22, 2011 11:30 AM

312 This is a major liability and not an asset. Aug 22, 2011 11:23 AM

313 Energy in what terms- if you are talking alternative forms I strongly agree- if
Natural Gas I strongly disagree?

Aug 22, 2011 11:18 AM

314 It's a finite resource, and extraction of  it will only hurt the two major renewable
economic power centers listed above (education and tourism).  Any drilling,
transport and storage must be heavily regulated so as not to damage the other

Aug 22, 2011 11:17 AM
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two.

315 This question is difficult to answer. Energy of course is very important. Extracting
natural gas through hydraulic fracturing is a big problem. If natural gas could be
extracted safely for local use or use within NYS and if ALL residents stood to
benefit, then possibly natural gas extraction could be included. I think our focus
should be on conservation, hydropower, windpower and other clean sources of
energy. We need help from the state to make these changes.

Aug 22, 2011 11:15 AM

316 Extraction of natural gas via the current techniques will turn the area into an
industrial complex and create a boom/bust economy.  It is a very bad idea.

Aug 22, 2011 11:14 AM

317 See above Aug 22, 2011 11:12 AM

318 The extraction of natural gas, in terms of costs to the environment, needs to be
looked at in its totality. We can't play the same kind of record again, and sacrifice
our environment for a short term gain.

Aug 22, 2011 11:05 AM

319 Leave the fossil fuels in the ground. Aug 22, 2011 10:55 AM

320 MUST happen NOW. Aug 22, 2011 10:45 AM

321 no briainer....lets get going  If taping that gas keeps out boys out of Iraq and the
Middle East and father away from oil dependency.......what are we thinking???

Aug 22, 2011 10:43 AM

322 There needs to be a shift in the mindset that natural gas will "save" the Southern
Tier.  This is not a renewable resource and should not be the focus of the
Regional Councils.

Aug 22, 2011 10:41 AM

323 Ny needs to let the professionals at DEC do their job Aug 22, 2011 10:41 AM

324 A filthy industry which has destroyed Texas and being brought here to make
money for a few (corporate and a handful of landowners).  Otherwise, there is a
glut worldwide.

Aug 22, 2011 10:36 AM

325 the advantages of any natural gas reserves are strongly outweighed by the
degradation that will occur in our area to retrieve them.

Aug 22, 2011 10:23 AM

326 Natural gas development comes at the expense of existing industries such as
tourism, hunting and fishing, and viniculture.  The gains are short term.  The
issue is largely presented to the public by the media and in polling as a choice
between economic benefit and environment.  That is a false way of looking at it.
The committee should be looking at comparative studies, which look at the down
side and externalized costs rather than prospective studies sponsored by the
gas industry (such as the notoriously misleading Broome County study).  The
bust following the boom could be devastating in longer term if the development
comes at the expense of existing sectors such as tourism, hunting and fishing,
viticulture, and organic farming (once there is fracking in the area, organic
frames will lose much of their market).  Ignore the elephant in the room at your
own peril.

Aug 22, 2011 10:20 AM

327 Drilling for natural gas will destroy the attempts of economic development.  We
cannot effectively promote beautiful lakes, ag-tourism, eco tourism, etc, when
water is contaminated.  It will be like we have the plague.  Even if it is only one
well it will be known by all.

Aug 22, 2011 10:19 AM
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328 Concerned about safety of hydro-fracking and damage to natural
beauty/resources.  However, economic gain could be substantial.  Media has me
confused, so no opinion.

Aug 22, 2011 10:17 AM

329 We do not need it so leave it where it is. Aug 22, 2011 10:17 AM

330 We can and should use solar, wind and water power. Aug 22, 2011 10:11 AM

331 This should not be one topic area.  Renewable Energy is potentially extremely
important but this implies Natural Gas development as the primary emphasis.

Aug 22, 2011 9:59 AM

332 There is nothing "natural" about this. No way, no how.  We don't want this here,
ever.

Aug 22, 2011 9:50 AM

333 I think the development of natural gas will be a disaster for the region.  The jobs
created are many fewer than what the industry says.  Many existing businesses
are harmed by loss of workers to the industry.  Local government costs rise.
Crime goes up, housing availability goes down creating homelessness.   And
natural gas is a fossil fuel and its cheap abundance discourages alternative
energy.

Aug 22, 2011 9:46 AM

334 Conventional drilling only.  Block hydrofracking!! Aug 22, 2011 9:22 AM

335 THE PROCESS IS DETRIMENTAL TO OUR PHYSICAL HEALTH.  THE
INDUSTRY IS MAKING NYS PHYSCIALLY,  MENTALLY AND EMOTIONALLY
SICK!  WE ARE MOVING OUT OF NYS DUE TO THE PROCESS OF
NATURAL GAS EXTRACTION. BAN HYDROLIC FRACTURING STATE WIDE
NOW!  Do you want transient non tax paying citizens to outnumber the voting
residential public? THE NAT'L GAS MULTICONGLOMERATES have never had
human or animal  beings health and safety as their main goal.  The industry is
lying to make more monies for the few rich while ruining the quality of life for
masses of people by polluting the air, water, and land.  THERE ARE OTHER
ALTERNATIVE SOURCES OF FUEL!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!p.i. 8/22/11

Aug 22, 2011 9:17 AM

336 Again, this is a boom and bust industry.  It's not worth risking the health of our
other natural resources to exploit this one resource.

Aug 22, 2011 9:12 AM

337 Strongly disagree with natural gas being a key asset.  Clean energy could
become a key asset.

Aug 22, 2011 9:04 AM

338 Energy is raw and undeveloped.  This topic is ripe for regional development. Aug 22, 2011 8:48 AM

339 Asset?  are you kidding?  this is an asset for the gas companies, but for no one
else.  Maybe a few large landholders who believe me won't be in NY for long if
they make significant amounts of money.  The gas won't stay here, as all of
these companies are owned in part by foreign companies.  This is a big joke
being perpetrated on New Yorkers.  Hard to believe Cuomo doesn't know this,
therefore easy to believe he is either on the take or will be or has other
aspirations that include being in bed with the gas companies.  He clearly does
not have New York's interest with his present policy.  Protecting some NY'ers at
the expense of others is a clear message that he knows the truth about fracking.

Aug 22, 2011 8:47 AM

340 Natural gas but no hydro fracking. Aug 22, 2011 8:26 AM

341 It's here. Let's use it! Aug 22, 2011 7:32 AM



469 of 681

Page 5, Q3.  <b>Natural Gas/Energy</b>

342 Agreeing with the above destroys the first two questions. Brillant. Aug 22, 2011 6:50 AM

343 on the one hand, on the other hand.... Aug 22, 2011 1:17 AM

344 This industry will destroy our natural resources and our High Quality of Life. Aug 22, 2011 12:47 AM

345 We need clean energy and natural gas is NOT clean energy. Aug 22, 2011 12:18 AM

346 Very misleading to put Natural Gas--such a controversial topic--with ENERGY. I
selected strongly disagree because I am very cautious about including natural
gas extraction in our plan. However, I STRONGLY SUPPORT energy, and we
do have some great assets that could lend toward effective and unique
strategies around renewables and efficiency.

Aug 21, 2011 11:54 PM

347 Gas extraction of all sorts especially fracking (vertical and horizontal) should be
permanently banned statewide and declared a criminal activity. Wastewater and
drill cuttings must not be accepted from out of state or in state. Water
withdrawals for the purpose of fracking and other damaging processes must not
be allowed.

Aug 21, 2011 11:08 PM

348 see previous section Aug 21, 2011 11:06 PM

349 Look at PA. Drilling for gas destroys number 2 above. A few temporary jobs, gas
being sold overseas, foreign countries buying up the leases, huge potential for
pollution and long term environmental and health effects. This makes sense
how??

Aug 21, 2011 10:49 PM

350 Don't lump natural gas and "energy" together. Clean energy is the key. Gas
drilling is not.

Aug 21, 2011 10:32 PM

351 The Jobs are being listed as in TX.  We will Have a Boom period with low paying
service jobs and then none.  At that point new employment opertuities might be
in cleanup if we can get state or federal funding.

Aug 21, 2011 10:18 PM

352 Our fossil natural gas being non-renewable, we should bank some of it for future
needs, i.e. making a plan to sell it in limited batches, not one giant decade-long
play.

Aug 21, 2011 10:11 PM

353 Again, I emphasize, only if 100% safe! Aug 21, 2011 10:08 PM

354 Wind and solar Aug 21, 2011 10:05 PM

355 The development and production of gas in this area will not lead to sustainable
development.  Once the gas fields are depleted, the environment ruined, tourism
destroyed, sustainable agriculture eliminated and we will never be able obtain a
decent quality of life.

Aug 21, 2011 10:01 PM

356 Don't frack with NY, unless you want a revolution on your hands. Aug 21, 2011 9:46 PM

357 No: "developing" natural gas will ruin our environment and destroy tourism,
wineries, organic farms, and traditional agriculture. It is possible that gas can
someday be safely extracted from shale; that day isn't here yet. Until it is, it
should be banned.

Aug 21, 2011 9:45 PM

358 This is an asset for oil companies, not for the Southern Tier. Aug 21, 2011 8:16 PM
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359 A long and lengthy study needs to be done before we start issuing permits. Aug 21, 2011 7:58 PM

360 NO FRACKING!!! Aug 21, 2011 7:45 PM

361 We should leave the natural gas in the ground and put into practice better ways
of meeting our needs. Improved building insulation, much better public
transportation, renewable energy, increased local products including food are
much preferable to hydrofracking or importing oil and natural gas from the Middle
East. These options also create skilled local jobs.

Aug 21, 2011 7:18 PM

362 Still not safe-- jeopardizes our other, real assets! Aug 21, 2011 6:51 PM

363 NO to fracking for gas and NO to nonrenewable energy. PERIOD. Aug 21, 2011 5:44 PM

364 There is NO WAY this is a sustainably economic help to the Southern Tier. This
will destroy $350billion worth of revenue to the people who live here, not visit
here, not temporarily work here.

Aug 21, 2011 5:28 PM

365 BUT, renewable energy development would be a big plus (see earlier question). Aug 21, 2011 5:21 PM

366 Natural gas has resided under the surface for millions of years.  Some day we
may develop technology that will make its extraction safe and clean. Until then,
however, it must not be considered a key economic asset.

Aug 21, 2011 3:32 PM

367 This depends upon the method of extraction of the fuel in question. Aug 21, 2011 3:16 PM

368 Why is this item even listed as an asset? If the gas industry is permitted in New
York State and the Southern Tier people and animals will die, many of our other
beautiful assets will be irrevocably harmed or destroyed (landscape, habitat,
water, air, soil), and some of our sustainable industries will shrivel (agriculture,
wine making, tourism).

Aug 21, 2011 2:34 PM

369 Please consider all of my above comments. Aug 21, 2011 2:21 PM

370 Not as it's done now. And there are no proven better ways. Aug 21, 2011 1:46 PM

371 Strongly agree with green energy - but I suspect you will be coding this as
people in favor of developing the Marcellus Shale, so had to disagree.

Aug 21, 2011 1:20 PM

372 This is our future.  We should plan accordingly and the government should
capitalize on the opportunities to the fullest.

Aug 21, 2011 12:55 PM

373 If it's done right Aug 21, 2011 10:21 AM

374 But safety has to be an issue Aug 20, 2011 9:10 PM

375 We must resist widescale natural gas development, and instead focus on
developing renewable energy. This is the future. We need to begin now.

Aug 20, 2011 4:08 PM

376 Only if handled safely and revenues do not expand government...and the gas
industry supports funds for damages to roads, enironment etc.

Aug 20, 2011 2:11 PM

377 Keep the drillers out. Develope alternative jobs and green energy. Aug 20, 2011 10:58 AM

378 Extraction of natural gas imposes substantial costs on local communities. Aug 20, 2011 8:58 AM
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379 The problems of gathering and transporting natural gas in the Marcellus Shale
have not been solved. On the other hand, promoting solar and wind energy
provide a strong and clean basis for moving forward.

Aug 20, 2011 7:58 AM

380 For reasons previously stated.  Time to get smart about our energy usage. Aug 20, 2011 6:53 AM

381 There are hundreds of issues with the lifecycle process of unconventional natural
gas drilling. Industry propaganda would have us believe that it is a clean
transition fuel. 1000 truck trips per well, 1000's of violations by an industry that
must be watched every minute like a mischievous child...on and on. This does
not belong on our planet, our country, our state, our back yard.

Aug 20, 2011 12:26 AM

382 As I've said above, I believe this development is detrimental. Aug 19, 2011 11:16 PM

383 We need to bring the gas companies in for the revenue. They will take some of
the burden off tax payers, and help land owners pay their property taxes. Help
ones like us laid-off to pay our bills, and not lose our home.

Aug 19, 2011 10:39 PM

384 No doubt we have the resource, but it can be very easy to open this Pandora's
box of environmental horrors.

Aug 19, 2011 9:57 PM

385 This is a clean energy source and it needs to be developed Aug 19, 2011 6:13 PM

386 What has the gas and Energy development of Texas and Pennsylvania done for
the desirability of those areas as development and destination spots?

Aug 19, 2011 6:00 PM

387 Emphasis on health, safety, environment Aug 19, 2011 5:38 PM

388 Large scale natural gas development is not the right choice for the Southern
Tier.  We have many more assets to develop before going down this slippery
slope.  Economic benefits are overstated, and currently under investigation by
the AG.  Environmental degradation and water usage make this a bad choice.
We only need to go a short distance across the border to see what's happening.
I don't want this for future generations.  It also takes our eyes off of the real goal
of developing renewable energy source, and finding a way to live in harmony
with the earth rather than pillaging it.

Aug 19, 2011 5:21 PM

389 Only after we can capture that resource. Aug 19, 2011 5:06 PM

390 A reasonably clean energy source at very low dollar cost.  Think about what NY
could do with the savings.  It is shameful that we blocked by CAVE people,
"Citizens Against Virtually Everything".

Aug 19, 2011 3:58 PM

391 Natural gas needs to be developed into something useful for residents and
commercial customers alike., not just exported outside the area.

Aug 19, 2011 3:48 PM

392 With reservations Aug 19, 2011 3:32 PM
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1 Cost of living is reasonable here, and quality of life is high, due both to the Sep 15, 2011 11:44 PM
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natural beauty with associated recreational opportunities and to institutions like
Cornell and Ithaca College which offer so many cultural and mind-expanding
events that the local population can take advantage of.

2 Lower the cost of living and wages will drop. Sep 15, 2011 11:13 PM

3 We don't really have this now, and if we focus on a gas drilling "boom", we'll be
Louisiana North.

Sep 15, 2011 11:03 PM

4 We need to try to keep both our aging population (the brains that helped us to
get this far) and more of their children here.

Sep 15, 2011 10:02 PM

5 Property taxes, utilities, and every concievable necessity is more expensive in
NY. This is not a positive. This is a very strong negative for any future
developent.

Sep 15, 2011 5:27 PM

6 Thew development needs to be focused on redeveloping already developed
areas, not greenfields.

Sep 15, 2011 2:21 PM

7 Housing of all types including rentals is a major concern, as is providing homes
in the $200,000-$250,000 range

Sep 14, 2011 6:34 PM

8 Could be better tax-wise, but overall still an affordable place to live.  Offer
incentives to offset some fo the tax burden if the business is NEW and hiring a
NEW WORKFORCE (Don't award the same old businesspeople for
redeveloping things that were left in disrepair by those people - otherwise it's just
the same old contractors being given special favors.

Sep 14, 2011 9:17 AM

9 This is why I am here and why many of my friends are.  You overlook this so
much.  I am delighted to see it listed here.  Maybe not in 5 years but within 10 or
15, this will be noted from outside as a vital asset.  Maybe we should just wait
and not work so hard now and see what happens.

Sep 13, 2011 9:03 PM

10 WE HAVE THIS NOW! Sep 13, 2011 8:19 PM

11 But the first focus needs to be on jobs...places f employment that allow us to
retain and attract brain power to occupy these homes and dream  communities.

Sep 13, 2011 5:23 PM

12 Although these attributes are all key economic development assets they do not
exist in the Southern Tier accept for maybe recreational oppurtunities.

Sep 13, 2011 5:08 PM

13 The "low cost of living" is a myth.  Everything is deteriorating and its been so
long since there's been an investment of any significance it is dragging prices
and quality of life with it.  How low can you go?

Sep 13, 2011 4:33 PM

14 High property taxes are a problem. Living in Pennsylvania seems like an
attractive option for those living along the lower boundaries of the Southern Tier.

Sep 13, 2011 2:09 PM

15 "reasonably priced housing should be defined" Means different things to different
people based on income and resources.

Sep 13, 2011 11:34 AM

16 Keep the quality of life and the "charm" factor.Don't clear cut neighborhoods.
Developments that use energy efficient, recycled materials- maybe even a model
community development with the sustainable materials.

Sep 13, 2011 11:13 AM
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17 You better find the land now.  Once drilling begins, the cost of housing and land
will skyrocket.

Sep 13, 2011 10:45 AM

18 Home ownership leads to financial independence. Sep 13, 2011 10:05 AM

19 There are too many slum lords and social programs which attract people who do
not want to work. Until the social programs end, the quality of life will continue to
decline.

Sep 13, 2011 10:00 AM

20 If I knew you were trying to attract labor to the region, I would have strongly
agreed.  But, if you're interested in manufacturing jobs, the labor pool here is still
quite large.

Sep 13, 2011 9:42 AM

21 More affordable housing is needed and developable land is limited by avaialble
water/sewer.

Sep 13, 2011 8:36 AM

22 I see potential here but think we need to do more. Sep 13, 2011 3:58 AM

23 The recreational elements are abounding, its the housing that needs alot of
attention.

Sep 12, 2011 11:56 PM

24 We do need to rehab and dedensify a large portion of housing in our
cities...Elmira, Binghamton, etc.

Sep 12, 2011 9:44 PM

25 I hate to say it but low low housing bring in rift raft Sep 12, 2011 8:57 PM

26 affordable dream communities? stop with that kind of sh*t. too much energy is
wasted with morons and their social engineering agendas. nature cannot support
these people in the long run and will shed the disease.

Sep 12, 2011 8:46 PM

27 This area is already a VERY affordable place to own a home, as has been
demonstrated in several studies. People here really do not know how lucky they
are. When we tell friends from other areas what our housing costs are, they turn
green with envy. And because of our many rivers, lakes, and parks, recreational
opportunities abound in this region. But of course, all of this will be put at grave
risk by gas drilling. Even if a house is very affordable, who wants to live in it if it
is next to a compressor station or to a well pad with 12 gas wells????

Sep 12, 2011 2:54 PM

28 No question about it.  If you are young and already married, the low cost of
housing combined with the recreational opportunities available in our area offers
a very agreeable life style, provided, of course, that you have a job.  But, if you're
young and single, you also want to live in a place where you can meet
interesting people your own age, with whom to work, socialize, and hopefully
start a family.

Sep 11, 2011 10:30 PM

29 Affordable dream communities, developable land at valued pricing? Sep 11, 2011 1:55 AM

30 New York in general is not a low cost place to live, although the Southern Tier
offers one of the most affordable places tro live in NY.  Still I pay over $50,000
per year in property/school taxes.  It is not cheap to live here.

Sep 10, 2011 6:08 PM

31 Please no more golf courses and suburban style communities ... don't try to turn
the Southern Tier in Long Island or New Jersey.  Work to clean up/utilize the
inner cities before you build more malls and suburban communities.

Sep 9, 2011 10:30 AM
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32 If hydrofracking comes to NYS, there will be a shortage of affordable housing
due to influx of out of state workers.  Quality of life will deteriorate, as in PA.

Sep 8, 2011 10:24 PM

33 From your examples I don't believe that your ideas of quality of life match mine.
Nor do I believe that a good quality of life is necessarily "low cost". How are we
figuring the costs and who pays them?

Sep 8, 2011 4:53 PM

34 Our cost of living is already low compared to other regions.  We are blessed with
plenty of recreational opportunities.

Sep 8, 2011 3:48 PM

35 Rather than "developable land at valued pricing" I would rather see more historic
preservation and infill projects. Once you start building out (sprawl) your cheap
land gets pricey because of all the gas needed to travel to work.

Sep 8, 2011 3:40 PM

36 Availability of arts and culture in a non-urban setting. Sep 8, 2011 3:18 PM

37 In Ithaca the cost of housing is pretty high. And transportation adds seriously to
the cost of living.

Sep 8, 2011 11:07 AM

38 cost of living is extremely low, but the quality of life is not very high. there are
plenty of recreational activites, and lots of available housing. i don't think there
needs to be much land development.

Sep 8, 2011 9:58 AM

39 Housing values in Tompkins County are higher than surrounding areas due to
student population pushing rental market up.  Rents are also higher than typical.
Property taxes are some of the highest in the nation.  A tax rate of almost 37% is
extraordinary and limits real estate development, business investment and the
ability of workers at all skill levels from investing in new homes.

Sep 8, 2011 9:34 AM

40 Sustainable urban development should be a priority. Sep 8, 2011 9:34 AM

41 The cost of living is no longer low.  Taxes are out of control.  To pay over 10k in
taxes and not have some kind of lake front is crazy and unsustainable.  This
issue must be addressed before too many more move over the boarder.

Sep 8, 2011 7:40 AM

42 While housing prices may temporarily be lower here than the rest of the country,
the property tax burden is singularly unattractive for the return we see in our
investments.

Sep 7, 2011 9:34 AM

43 We do not have this now but it is something to strive for. Sep 7, 2011 9:08 AM

44 I find the cost of living high, cultural opportunities limited, and it challenging to
find enough activities for kids to do (especially those not involved in sports)
without spending hours in the car.

Sep 6, 2011 7:43 PM

45 Need to lower property taxes in order to have reasonably priced housing. Sep 6, 2011 1:50 PM

46 And well-supported public libraries that serve as a cultural center within their
communities.

Sep 6, 2011 9:38 AM

47 Overall tax is way to high here. Energy cost are high.  As a result real estate
property is undervalued as compared to prosperous areas.

Sep 6, 2011 6:36 AM

48 Important to keep high quality of life, and not just low cost.  We hope that rising
salaries and somewhat lower taxes will keep the costs down!

Sep 5, 2011 9:40 PM
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49 Except for taxes Sep 5, 2011 8:29 PM

50 This will come after we stop trying to be a nanny state and be all things to
everyone. More taxation and govt initiatives are not the answer.

Sep 5, 2011 1:07 PM

51 This is what we all want...it is the American dream, but people have to work for
it...not be given it on a "silver platter"...

Sep 5, 2011 12:05 PM

52 This means NO significant new gas drilling (not Marcellus, not Utica). Gas drilling
has been shown to destroy both of these. Gas drilling means faculty at Mansfield
State live in the dorms because rents are so high because of drilling. Please pay
attention to damages form boom/bust industries.

Sep 5, 2011 1:08 AM

53 the cost of living isn't so low here! Apartments are comparable to major cities! Sep 4, 2011 10:53 PM

54 I am not sure what an "affordable Dream Community" is, but it sounds like
another magical soundbite to me. What I do know is that areas of gas
development are consistently LOSING REAL ESTATE VALUE in the long run.

Sep 4, 2011 8:12 PM

55 Though high taxes are a deterrent. Sep 4, 2011 11:58 AM

56 But our quality of life in the southern tier will suffer greatly if high volume
hydrofracking is allowed to spoil our beautiful land and water and the health and
well being of the residents. Who will want to come to an industrial zone? We are
super rich in natural beauty. That attracts tourists, students, second-home
buyers, business owners, and just plain folks who want to live non-industrial
lives.

Sep 4, 2011 2:48 AM

57 Do you mean before or after fracking starts?  The Quality of Life was good
overall.  Once the fracking starts it will be an extremely low quality of life.

Sep 3, 2011 10:12 PM

58 We can have all of this by developing natural gas now. There will be money for
many projects and improvements

Sep 3, 2011 8:39 PM

59 Relatively low crime rates. Sep 3, 2011 4:12 PM

60 There will be a demand for housing if gas is developed.  Plan for it. Sep 3, 2011 2:29 PM

61 agree, however NYS total taxes for average homeowner are the higest in the
country, this is a huge deterrant.

Sep 3, 2011 2:17 PM

62 However, the inability of local communities to fairly and reasonably tax
instituutions like Cornell which place extraordinary demands on local services
and the inability to fairly tax the revenues which accrue to such institutions skew
the burden of paying for local services and infrastructure onto local private
individuals in a way that detracts from the "low cost of living/high quality of life"
described above. This task force should address this problem so that the
description is accurate rather than aspirational.

Sep 3, 2011 10:49 AM

63 Oh course, try getting the govenment out of the way and letting market forces
take hold.  Lower taxes is the best place to start.

Sep 2, 2011 2:56 PM

64 We have already begun to see rent increases due to natural gas development in
Northern Pennsylvania.  Lack of affordable housing will become an even bigger
issue should natural gas development begin here in the Southern Tier.

Sep 2, 2011 2:22 PM
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65 Cost of living is not that low in Ithaca Sep 2, 2011 1:49 PM

66 Cost of living in the region, particularly when you consider the tax burden, is not
as low as we like to think it is.

Sep 2, 2011 1:41 PM

67 Again, this would be destroyed by the industralization that comes with natural
gas development

Sep 2, 2011 10:40 AM

68 Not much of that going on in this area--building in this area tends to be high-end,
not middle class.

Sep 1, 2011 10:09 PM

69 strengthen the individuals and they in turn strengthen the community and raise
the quality of life for all.

Sep 1, 2011 7:55 PM

70 Dream communities ?  Valued pricing ? Sep 1, 2011 6:25 PM

71 Reasonably and affordable are subjective. If you have no job, nothing is
reasonable or affordable.

Sep 1, 2011 2:04 PM

72 I'm strongly opposed to developing our rural land: it should stay as farmland
producing food.

Sep 1, 2011 1:20 PM

73 For long term sustainability develop higher population density. Sep 1, 2011 1:07 PM

74 Housing prices are reasonable, taxes are too high. Sep 1, 2011 12:17 PM

75 This is a result, this is not field of dreams.. Sep 1, 2011 11:06 AM

76 This is important, but this can only be achieved if natural gas is NOT allowed to
be developed in New York State.

Sep 1, 2011 10:21 AM

77 We lack marketing of these points, but the quality-of-life resource is critical to
long-term growth.

Sep 1, 2011 8:22 AM

78 We need to develop more co-op housing opportunities, smaller more fuel
efficient homes and places that single people can afford.

Aug 31, 2011 3:09 PM

79 Where are the dream communities? Aug 31, 2011 1:39 PM

80 taxes can make housing prohibitive. Many houses are up for sale to avoid taxes-
moving out of a village to get rid of that burden.

Aug 31, 2011 11:06 AM

81 We often take for granted what we have in the southern tier. I work with many
foreign national that now live and work in the area. They all fight to get this job
assignment for all the reasons identified.

Aug 31, 2011 9:26 AM

82 as someone who lived most of her adult life in metropoloitan ny area, I think this
is crucial.  Life is better here - weather had been better than NYC and LI, more
affordable and beautiful.

Aug 30, 2011 10:29 PM

83 We have a insufficient supply of affordable housing in Tompkins County. Aug 30, 2011 4:15 PM

84 Although I agree with most I do not see how continued development of land is
beneficial to our planet.

Aug 30, 2011 3:50 PM
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85 Property taxes promote letting your property go to h*ll.  Any improvements made
are rewarded with higher property taxes.  Can't consider a lake home for same
reason.  Don't want to build a barn on my property as taxes will go up!

Aug 30, 2011 3:41 PM

86 One thing i may not agree with is "developable land at valued pricing". We
should not encourage a run on land, suburban development, or the devouring of
natural assets for cheap housing that puts people at a disadvantage when it
comes to transportation costs. We DO have marvelous old walkable
neighborhoods close to downtowns that need to be rehabilitated. Urban blight is
in this sense an underdeveloped asset upon which we should capitalize.

Aug 30, 2011 2:26 PM

87 College students from urban areas who come here do not see a high quality of
life here.  We will need to market our lifestyle well and carefully.

Aug 30, 2011 1:28 PM

88 However, there is a reason that housing is "reasonably priced" - it is because
people are leaving the area.  The demand is low.

Aug 30, 2011 12:59 PM

89 Low cost comes from lower cost to build which means cluster housing and small
houses and lower cost to maintain which means energy efficient.

Aug 30, 2011 11:22 AM

90 Are you kidding?  Yes, the cost of housing is relatively low, but everything else is
out of sight.  The quality of life elsewhere is just as good and often with more
amenities - this is a tough one to realistically promote.  Have you priced land
lately - after the promise of the marcellus shale?

Aug 29, 2011 9:57 PM

91 look around and see how many housing developments you see underwork right
now. Compare that to other areas. We are going down hill with no new homes
being built.

Aug 29, 2011 7:39 PM

92 there is plenty of cheap housing Aug 29, 2011 4:54 PM

93 my home and land diminishes in value the moment a gas lease is signed, I have
no say over my own property when Compulsory Integration is allowed,  the
beauty of my property and it's value are at risk. How will I sell a home next to a
fracking site? They say they will"only be there a few weeks" that's true...a few
weeks for each well fracked. NYS is set to allow thousands of well pads, spaced
a mile apart. Each pad has the capacity to drill up to 12 different wells, each
fracked multiple times, each frack event needs at least 3 ,illion gallons of clean
water, and is delivered by thousands of heavy trucks, 24/7,365 days a year.
Most people cannot live on or near land being developed for gas extraction,
homes are vacated, remain unsold, taxes go up to cover those loses,
homeowners move at a total loss, many sick from the diesel fumes. To store
propane, butane and nmethane in a salt cavern under Seneca Lake in the Finger
Lake region where we grow our organic foods and the best grapes in the US to
produce what this year was named the best wine in the USA, is simply
unconscionable. It is either, food, family and fun or methane gas development.
both cannot and do not exist together anywhere because it is just not possible,
period. Three years of intense study through out the US on this subject permits
me to speak bluntly and directly about the process of gas extraction. Millions of
New Yorkers knowwhat I have learned, we speak out, we hold people
accountable for their inability to look at the issue clearly and rationally. The
Governor must take a stand for the safety, health and welfare of ALL New
Yorkers. If farmers, who have farrowed land, are too old to work it or just don't
have the ability to change their crop can be helped. New York can buy their
lands, grow organic foods, export those foods, creating jobs, build wind farms,

Aug 29, 2011 3:56 PM
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solar arrays and geothermal and sell the power to locals. The grid will be offset,
people will get power locally and renewable energy will truely be used as it is
designed  and in other states already realized. .Jobs, good jobs, for local people,
safe from toxic industrialization. The City of New York's organic foods buyers
have already sent a letter to the governor stating they will not buy food from
upstate if fracking is allowed on farmlands. I won't either but no worries there...it
can't be produced without clean, fresh water, air and soil. So come on Gov
.Cuomo, haven't you been advised....fracking shale is killing America not
figuratively, literally, and every American who already knows the truth behind gas
development is shouting it out. We won't stop until a statewide ban is initiated.
We hold the govenor responsible for New York's demise.

94 Yes - housing costs are reasonable - which is a plus.  But it's just supply and
demand - nobody really wants to live here (demand low) and supply is high.
Nothing magical about New York State.

Aug 29, 2011 8:35 AM

95 Our clean water and spacious farms and forests will attract many refugees from
climate change, peak oil, and urban dysfunction.  The trick will be to not displace
modest-income residents with wealthy people escaping from the problems they
helped create through globalization.  This has been happening in the Finger
Lakes for decades.  We need an economic strategy that protects middle class
and marginalized people first.  Resources should not be funneled to academic
and business elites.  They don't know how to design a stable and locally-owned
economy.  We should invest in worker-owned cooperatives and training
programs that help people create their own small businesses - especially those
that are designed as sustainable enterprises.  The broader the base of self-
reliant citizen entrepreneurs, the more likely we will survive global economic
perturbations.  The high tech folks will do their thing.  Let's use our tax dollars to
help those who have been jettisoned from the global economy create their own
livelihoods.

Aug 29, 2011 1:35 AM

96 There is no free lunch. Aug 28, 2011 10:15 PM

97 yes and know. Needs more elaboration Aug 28, 2011 9:57 PM

98 We have a little piece of paradise here. Ithaca makes it on many lists of best
places to live. Again, hydrofracking will threaten our health, our economy, our
way of life.

Aug 28, 2011 9:39 PM

99 We must not jeopardize all this by drilling for gas. Aug 28, 2011 9:11 PM

100 "Affordable Dream Communities"?  What are you smoking?  The only reason
housing is 'reasonably' priced around here, is that the taxes are so high, the
prices are depressed.

Aug 28, 2011 4:09 PM

101 Need to add low real estate taxes to this. Aug 28, 2011 3:20 PM

102 Keeping energy costs down would help keep housing prices down.  What is
meant by "Affordable Dream Communities.  Don't tak e all our beautiful farm
lands away.  Keep supporting farmers and bless the Amish for keeping land free
of suburban development.  Build the "Dream communities in underused and
reclaim blighted URBAN areas, making public transit, etc., more accessable.

Aug 28, 2011 2:02 PM

103 We complain about costs, but the fact is, our housing costs are very reasonable.
People in the Hudson valley area think I'm kidding when I tell them what houses

Aug 28, 2011 12:15 PM
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cost around here!

104 Other than energy, food and taxes, cost of living here is affordable. Abundance
of housing at decent prices, but the above issues detract from the quality of life,
no matter how beautiful the area and the recreational opportunities.

Aug 28, 2011 12:15 PM

105 I disagree because the primary issue associated with a higher cost of living is
taxes and they aren't included. They (taxes) need to be cut in half in order to
stimulate the area and attract business.

Aug 28, 2011 9:48 AM

106 sounds like over regulation again Aug 28, 2011 6:07 AM

107 We don't have a nice area for people to visit for evening fun. There's little for
young professionals to do other than drink.

Aug 27, 2011 11:37 PM

108 Compared to other parts of the state, this area offers very affordable housing
and recreational opportunities.

Aug 27, 2011 9:43 PM

109 Taxes and the cost of living in this state (energy, food, fuel, etc.) are far too high.
This is definitely not an asset.

Aug 27, 2011 8:57 PM

110 I think we have done a pretty good job, but more affordable senior living
centers...with room for activities, et al should be consdered. Like gated
communities. But AFFORDABLE...

Aug 27, 2011 5:08 PM

111 Add: quality of water resources, which will become increasingly important in
coming decades, especially as compared to other regions  I don't know what the
last two items mean (Affordable Dream Communities; and developable land at
valued pricing)

Aug 27, 2011 5:04 PM

112 NY is not affordable. Aug 27, 2011 3:13 PM

113 While the cost of housing is low the cost of affording that house (property taxes).
Quality of life outside of taxes is good.

Aug 27, 2011 1:17 PM

114 Although I frequently listen to people disparaging this area for a low quality of life
I could not disagree more. Granted there is a lack of job opportunities, which I
think is the source of their rancor, but this area has a beautiful blend of culture,
natural resources, and other things that contribute to a high quality of life.

Aug 27, 2011 12:34 PM

115 While this has been true for our area for a long time, there comes a tipping point
at which we begin to go the other way.  When price and demand gets high
enough those who have stewarded the land for years will begin to decide that
the exorbitant property taxes they pay are no longer a good investment for them.
This will lead to the loss of the open areas and much of the natural beauty of the
area.  In order to preserve our area the issue of property taxes must be
addressed.

Aug 27, 2011 8:58 AM

116 Yes, and obviously this is not compatible with gas drilling whatsoever. Aug 27, 2011 8:15 AM

117 Amazing housing stock, views, natural beauty, it's a great place to live! Aug 27, 2011 7:15 AM

118 THE EXODUS FROM THE EMPIRE STATE IS HURTING PROPERTY
VALUES....

Aug 26, 2011 10:28 PM
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119 i don't think "developable" is a word, and if it is it's a clumsy one. Aug 26, 2011 10:08 PM

120 stuben county has some of the highest taxes in the state  most of it is on farm
land

Aug 26, 2011 10:04 PM

121 I think the cost of living in up state NY is out of control high. Aug 26, 2011 9:55 PM

122 As one visits communities around the country, one finds that those that are
thriving offer housing surrounded by hiking trails, green spaces, lakes and rivers,
and recreational opportunities.  Their economies are diverse, not dependent on
one industry as their economic base.  Zoning for noise mitigation, low lighting,
discrete signage, etc. enhance the sense of peace.  Bike trails and cross country
ski trails lead to schools and shopping areas.  Elder communities are designed
close to elementary and pre-schools to foster volunteer opportunities for elders
to work with children.  Businesses are more likely to move to an area that offers
such an environment for their employees.

Aug 26, 2011 9:24 PM

123 This is a good thing, and if natural gas drilling takes off, one of the negative
impacts will be the rise in price for rentals as the companies bring in short term
workers, but also the potential inability to get mortgages on property that is
leased or even next to other leased land.

Aug 26, 2011 8:35 PM

124 We should be willing to pay fair prices for exceptional qaulities of life. Aug 26, 2011 8:32 PM

125 It is not low cost living in NYS. Many people are unable to afford healthcare,
retirement packages. We need good, sustainable jobs in NYS that pay well.

Aug 26, 2011 7:39 PM

126 The taxes are outrageous! Aug 26, 2011 7:21 PM

127 There is a lack of moderately priced market rate housing and with low income
housing.

Aug 26, 2011 5:14 PM

128 Low cost of living goes out the window when fracking comes to town. Rentals go
up for the wildcats, local citizens are driven out. Until drilling is done (BUST
CYCLE), then there is no one left to afford expensive housing.

Aug 26, 2011 5:05 PM

129 see comment above about our built environment being in only fair condition. Aug 26, 2011 4:22 PM

130 I'm not sure what "Dream Communities" means, but we should avoid big
mansion sprawl all over our valuable agricultural land.  The focus should be
Walkable Mixed Use Communities that genuinely foster a sense of community
not a realtor driven vision of single zone residential suburbia, even if affordable.

Aug 26, 2011 4:12 PM

131 Essential to attracting and retaining a high-talent workforce and preventing "brain
drain"

Aug 26, 2011 4:03 PM

132 There will be no mortgages available to land with fracking leases or their
neighbors. Texas fracking communities in the boom or bust syndrome are now
ghost towns.

Aug 26, 2011 3:57 PM

133 Doesn't necessarily need to be low cost of living, just reasonable cost of living. Aug 26, 2011 3:22 PM

134 The middle class is currently being driven from the state. Aug 26, 2011 3:01 PM

135 This is a myth!  Quality of life and cost of living are way over rated for this area. Aug 26, 2011 2:00 PM
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Having lived in in New England and the West coast, I can say this for sure!

136 Sounds to much like aspirations for only New York city people at the expence of
upstaters

Aug 26, 2011 1:42 PM

137 Quality of life is difficult to define. Is it pretty vistas? Is it really top quality medical
care? Is it good shopping choices & restaurants? We only really have pretty
vistas of the above. Housing is more reasonable in other parts of the USA.
Taxes are high here & local government is too involved in everything. So I would
challenge statement of high quality of life.

Aug 26, 2011 1:40 PM

138 This is a must do. To many people are leaving this state for its unbelievable cost
of living.  Young kids have no chance to make it here under its current economic
policy.

Aug 26, 2011 12:50 PM

139 Revenue from responsible development of natural gas will help reduce the cost
of living for all residents in the Southern Tier and insure a higher quality of life
particularly for those currently in financial need.

Aug 26, 2011 12:10 PM

140 Remember urban renewal? Look at Elmira we need to make these investments
in our city cores and preserve rural hertiage and stop suburban sprawl.

Aug 26, 2011 12:08 PM

141 The catch here is that the low cost of living is related to area's economic
stagnation.  And part of the quality of life is as well.  Very few places manage to
have a vibrant economy (and the cultural scene that comes with it) and also
have low pollution and large open areas.  Our quallity of life would be better in
some ways if we had a more vibrant economy and culture, but if we're
successful in getting that going, we need to look carefully at how much we're
sacrificing in the way of environment and open space near at hand.

Aug 26, 2011 11:35 AM

142 The problems in this area are NOT a result of high realestate costs.  We are
unusually low in cost.  The problem is the regulatory and tax burden assoicated
with owning realestate.

Aug 26, 2011 11:17 AM

143 We have the housing we need mortgages to be made available Aug 26, 2011 11:04 AM

144 But, to keep developing land that otherwise would be Agriculture properties is
wrong. Re-develope communities that are dumps, give the sense of PRIDE back
to these impoverised areas, by cleaning and taking care of what we have and
rebuilding them when necessary. And get the farmers a better wage, and make
them feel like the states and national governments actually care what they do is
a benefit to us all!

Aug 26, 2011 11:02 AM

145 if this means more entitlements - then it's a big NO.  Ny already shoulders too
much weight for those who won't carry their own.

Aug 26, 2011 10:58 AM

146 I do not agree with government subsidies for this. Aug 26, 2011 10:42 AM

147 This question/comment is very nebulous but totally misses the boat.  What is a
"Dream Community"?  The dream should be shook awake by providing the
opportunity to put people to work developing natural gas.

Aug 26, 2011 10:29 AM

148 I believe that the price of land - due to natural gas drilling speculation, has made
it impossible for not only the agricultural community to expand their operations
because they cannot access land at a reasonable rate, as well as construction

Aug 26, 2011 10:27 AM
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for new homes.

149 taxes are entirely too high, poor money management in towns/counties/schools Aug 26, 2011 10:19 AM

150 this area is blighted with low class paople who come here for the welfare
benefits.

Aug 26, 2011 10:06 AM

151 This pretty much already exists. focusing on how to keep the aging population
comfortable is needed.

Aug 26, 2011 9:45 AM

152 To subsidize low income housing it would cost tax payers and increase real
estate taxes. Taxes are too high as it is at this point. It would be more sensible to
create jobs in  manufacturing and natural gas development.

Aug 26, 2011 9:45 AM

153 We already have low interest rates, plenty of empty houses, and plenty of dead,
lifeless, strip malls.  Land prices are low too, especially in Sullivan Cnty.  We
need industry,  NOT 'Dream Communities' ,  Leave the recreational, dream
communities building to employed people that decide to pursue those goals.

Aug 26, 2011 9:44 AM

154 Low cost of living? Have you looked around? Look at the price of gas? Of
heating oil? Of groceries? Property Taxes? Insurance?  versus  Salaries?
Wages? Property Values?

Aug 26, 2011 9:36 AM

155 We don't have low costs of living.  It is expensive to live here as we have to
travel everywhere to do anything.  Rural NY isn't a low-cost paradise.

Aug 26, 2011 9:23 AM

156 This is a best-kept secret. Aug 26, 2011 9:04 AM

157 This areas prices are realistic but a lack of Good Jobs to substain a vibrant
community.

Aug 26, 2011 8:58 AM

158 Doesn't matter if housing is reasonable if property taxes are too high. Aug 26, 2011 8:47 AM

159 Taxes are way too high Aug 26, 2011 8:39 AM

160 we do not have a low cost of living in our area, that combined with the fact the
we have below average salaries make this a false statement

Aug 26, 2011 8:28 AM

161 People require all of the above to make this a great place to live which in turn will
boost our economy!

Aug 26, 2011 7:25 AM

162 What in the world do you mean by "Affordable Dream Communities" ?! Aug 26, 2011 12:12 AM

163 Work needs to be done to improve the image of the area and make it attractive
for young professionals.

Aug 25, 2011 9:53 PM

164 The cost of living in this area combined with the lack of blue collar jobs has
driven out a lot of our young and has increased our social service cost and SSDI
as recently indicated by the Gov. of NY

Aug 25, 2011 9:52 PM

165 Low cost of living, relatively low cost of doing business. Example southern tier
compared to Westchester County, NY.

Aug 25, 2011 9:35 PM

166 the high cost of living is due to taxes Aug 25, 2011 8:39 PM
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167 Employment will push out the urban blight. Aug 25, 2011 6:20 PM

168 The area is lacking culturally. Compare, for example to the Berkshires Aug 25, 2011 5:25 PM

169 Your off base again with this one. You need tax dollars to much of this..again
one step at a time

Aug 25, 2011 4:39 PM

170 But, please, there's plenty of affordable living options, don't make the mistake
that New Jersey made and legislatively mandate that there be an abundance of
affordable housing.  That just leads to slums that the rest of us have to pay for.

Aug 25, 2011 2:47 PM

171 We need a fair real estate market.  If we can get more for our housing and rental,
we should not think that as undesirable.  Quality of life is very important.  Quality
of life goes depends a lot upon your financial outlook.  Nat. gas will improve the
quality of life for residents of the Southern Tier.

Aug 25, 2011 12:45 PM

172 Already there, no need to use government resources to do more. Aug 25, 2011 12:16 PM

173 I don't know what Affordable Dream Communities are. We just need safe, clean
neighborhoods where kids can walk to the park, you don't need a car if you don't
want one, and with decent schools. We cannot sustain our development of
agricultural and flood plain land. Why are we building public housing on the
outskirts of our urban centers? Dont't planners realize that it will cost so much
more in the long run to provide the transportation for lower income people to get
to job interviews, health appointments, and basic services, so they can provide
for themselves? We need to provide affordable, clean housing near places of
employment and near public services. And interspersed with that should be
housing for wealthier retirees who don't want to be house bound because they
can no longer drive. And for young families, high income or middle class, at a
different price point. We have become a segmented society and focusing on
making our communities more livable for all is the smart way to go.

Aug 25, 2011 12:16 PM

174 NY taxes in are killing us Aug 25, 2011 11:54 AM

175 Of course this is important but as long as NYS is involved they will destroy that
with the taxes and regulation.

Aug 25, 2011 10:52 AM

176 Taxes are crazy. Let's lower taxes for those who fix up their properties. Why do
we continually penalize business and individuals for making their buildings and
areas pleasing to the eye and functional? I think housing affordability is where it
should be.

Aug 25, 2011 10:30 AM

177 I mostly agree.  What are "Dream Communities?" What does "developable land
at valued pricing" mean? Undefined terms such as these shouldn't be used in a
survey. They sound like they have political implications that are not obvious to
survey takers, which will skew the results.

Aug 25, 2011 9:26 AM

178 Its cheap because its poor.  Raise incomes and it becomes less cheap.  I will
take the latter any day.

Aug 25, 2011 8:21 AM

179 Again why are you trying to be the puppet master.Leave that to Soros Aug 25, 2011 8:20 AM

180 We have an excellent historic housing stock. Aug 25, 2011 12:43 AM

181 NO fracking!!! Aug 24, 2011 10:37 PM
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182 We need a high quality of life with a fair market cost of living.  We do not need to
pump our small towns full of low income house.

Aug 24, 2011 10:36 PM

183 Don't see it happening unless taxes come down. Aug 24, 2011 9:58 PM

184 Housing prices are low but taxes on those are unreasonable and don't
encourage working people to move to the State.

Aug 24, 2011 9:57 PM

185 yes to reasonably priced housing and recreational opportunities; disagree with
the rest

Aug 24, 2011 4:28 PM

186 Gas drilling is a direct threat to this. Traffic, pollution, road degradation, noise,
etc. will detract from quality of life. Gas leasing issues are already disrupting our
real estate market as some banks will not give mortgages if land is leased for
mineral extraction or if it is near land that is leased. Insurers are balking as well.

Aug 24, 2011 2:34 PM

187 Too broad a question.  Quality of life is more than low cost homes.  The
secondary education is weak, gang activity and the welfare system mentality is
driving stable families out of the urban areas.  Entitlements need to be replaced
with personal and social responsibility.

Aug 24, 2011 2:23 PM

188 These two items need to have an equal balance.  When people don't feel so
strapped to pay rent or mortgages, they will be inclined to do home
repairs/renovations, purchase large items, travel, etc.  all of which will benefit the
economy.

Aug 24, 2011 2:10 PM

189 What the h*ll is an affordable dream community?  Some socialist pipe dream?
High Quality of life is great if you can afford it.  Our median household income is
about $35,000 per year.  Households with those incomes aren't worried about
quality of life they are worried about how to pay the damn bills.  You remember
Maslow's hierarch of nees.  Delaware County is not like Tompkins county where
everybody is living an and academic dream world.

Aug 24, 2011 12:21 PM

190 I did not choose an answer above  this depends on the plan. Aug 24, 2011 11:39 AM

191 This is another reason why I returned to this region, and one that helps attract
and retain a diverse, creative and hard-working populace. If these qualities are
lost, we will lose a vital and important middle/working class that is essential for
sustaining our region.

Aug 24, 2011 11:33 AM

192 There is no good housing for the large, low wage populations in this region. Aug 24, 2011 11:15 AM

193 Enter Binghamton and you will not want to return.  We are a typical old and
rundown community in the rust. We look old - compare to the Scranton area
which is only 1 hr away.

Aug 24, 2011 10:39 AM

194 Not to be confused with the hand out to unworking Americans. Aug 24, 2011 10:06 AM

195 Rural New York is a great place to live, with family-friendly communities and
clean water and air.  These are strengths of the area.

Aug 24, 2011 9:59 AM

196 Energy and taxes aside. Aug 24, 2011 9:44 AM

197 You forgot to mention the crushing tax burden. I will NOT be retiring in NY state. Aug 24, 2011 8:12 AM
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198 "Low" cost may not be key. "Affordable" may provide more value. Aug 24, 2011 7:47 AM

199 Again making this area attractive for bringing in workers for growing business. Aug 24, 2011 7:38 AM

200 How would you control for that in this economy?   Would be nice in the best of all
worlds, but it is better to focus on getting people employed now.   Also, where
there is hydro fracking the cost of housing sky rockets, recreational activities
decline and there are no dream communities because people are living in
industrial wastelands.   If interested in preserving the status quo or improving it
for housing do not allow hydro fracking.

Aug 23, 2011 9:32 PM

201 This is naive considering M. Shale development Aug 23, 2011 7:28 PM

202 altho we are already 'reasonably priced', doesn't matter if folks haven't the
incomes.

Aug 23, 2011 6:31 PM

203 We had many dream communities in our area but many are being devastated by
the economy. With the pressure from downstate buyers and NYC purchasing
land the prices are out of reach of locals.  We have thousands of second homes
sitting empty and locals with no affordable housing.  There are some great
dream homes in dream developments but nobody lives in them except a couple
of weeks or months a year.

Aug 23, 2011 6:22 PM

204 Housing is not reasonably priced around the universities. NY's property taxes
are some of the highest in the country! We have to find some way to run the
state efficiently and lower property taxes to encourage homeownership. Our
state government is dysfunctional, that's a fact, not an opinion.

Aug 23, 2011 5:13 PM

205 Cost of living is not low, and cost of travel is high. Not much here is affordable to
ordinary families.

Aug 23, 2011 4:44 PM

206 We have neither a low cost of living or a high quality of life in comparison to
many other reasons.  Taxes, food, gas etc are expensive and the housing may
be cheap but is below comparisons in other regions.

Aug 23, 2011 3:53 PM

207 Where is it stated that the southern tier has a low cost of living?  If you take into
account price of utilities, fuel costs, property taxes, cost of goods, etc..i would
have to disagree

Aug 23, 2011 2:38 PM

208 This keeps many who attend local colleges and universities in the area! Aug 23, 2011 2:32 PM

209 Affordable Dream Communities? What is this? Utopia? I can't agree as written; it
doesn't make sense. I want to be able to sell my high taxed property and still get
out of it more than went into it to build it and develop that land. It isn't happening
now. I want to get out of it enough to build a new place of quality. As it is, I can't.
That is what I call reasonable prices for people buying - but not for selling.

Aug 23, 2011 2:22 PM

210 Do well and live well in this area! Aug 23, 2011 2:15 PM

211 As reported in the media, our area is one of the the best in the country for these
issues....do no hide this under a bushell basket.

Aug 23, 2011 1:56 PM

212 Cheap land could encourage industrial development which is bad for the tourism
industry.  Recreational opportunities that are encouraged should be non-
motorized recreation only.

Aug 23, 2011 1:21 PM
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213 We need to have affordable housing for the Senior citizens in addition to housing
for students.

Aug 23, 2011 1:14 PM

214 The cost of living includes property taxes, which have become unaffordable for
many.

Aug 23, 2011 12:54 PM

215 Gas development done poorly will kill this. Aug 23, 2011 12:09 PM

216 Overcoming the negative image/stereotyping associated with the area is key to
this asset.

Aug 23, 2011 12:09 PM

217 Don't put the horse before the cart- Aug 23, 2011 11:54 AM

218 Again this is mixing some things.  I do support the bold type items at the
beginning.  I do not support sprawling development.  Wholesale conversion of
land to low-density communities is a bad thing.

Aug 23, 2011 11:51 AM

219 The kind of development seen in the last 50 years should give way to more
thoughtful land use. Taking agricultural land and building houses all over it is
poor planning and environmentally unsound. Also, I favor "green" building
including passive solar, use of geothermal heating/cooling, etc.

Aug 23, 2011 11:29 AM

220 Low Cost of Living, yes...but......Low(ish) Quality of life. Aug 23, 2011 11:20 AM

221 Great to attract those retiring from large metropolitan areas. Aug 23, 2011 11:12 AM

222 The value of clean water and air is priceless! Aug 23, 2011 11:09 AM

223 But whatever transpires as a result must not cause displacement of local citizens
and businesses.

Aug 23, 2011 11:05 AM

224 Item too broad. Housing already affordable. Development should be in-fill, not
"developable land at valued pricing."

Aug 23, 2011 11:02 AM

225 I  would not like to see Dream Communites develop unless each community can
decide what looks like. Thus far, the US has not been able to develop eco
friendly communites.

Aug 23, 2011 10:45 AM

226 everyone deserves a home of some nature. everyone should have the
opportunity to work for that goal.

Aug 23, 2011 9:58 AM

227 We have a pretty affordable area. Property taxes are relatively high, but housing
costs are well below many parts of the country. Quality of life will be improved
with new businesses catering to an increase in the student population in
Binghamton. Aside from the specter of gas drilling, things are looking good for
the area's future.

Aug 23, 2011 9:58 AM

228 this will be compromised by gas drilling Aug 23, 2011 8:50 AM

229 Unforunately this diametrically opposed to the impact the gas play is going to
have on housing. As poor NYers get boxed out of the gas play for middle class
employed seasoned gas paly workers from the Texas, mid-West. our housing
costs are going to sky rocket. The cost of living will be high and our quality  will
be worse than it is now.

Aug 23, 2011 8:48 AM
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230 I am not sure what Affordable Dream Communities are. Aug 23, 2011 8:40 AM

231 IF we re-develop business and employment opportunities in our small towns,
housing costs may become reasonable. As it stands affordable housing is only
available in communities which require having a car so that you can drive to
jobs, shopping, and other services.

Aug 23, 2011 8:09 AM

232 Agree with all but making land for development more affordable; emphasize
restoring existing historic structures for living or adaptive reuse.

Aug 23, 2011 6:29 AM

233 Why must you feel the need to exploit this?  We have it and it is great, but
developing more of it will destroy it.

Aug 23, 2011 1:11 AM

234 What is an affordable dream community? Is it my dream or yours? Scary. And
enough farmland has gone into development in my opinion. Reclaim the rust belt
cities with some new green business and manufacturing opportunities.

Aug 22, 2011 10:25 PM

235 A big help would be a single payer heathcare system. Aug 22, 2011 9:56 PM

236 This is really important, it should not be underestimated... Aug 22, 2011 9:25 PM

237 Affordable Dream Communities? Developable land? Enough land has already
been developed. You want to spoil more of the land that is out there
undeveloped? The reason our beautiful wildlife and birds are disappearing is
because of overdevelopment and the destruction of swaths of forests and
meadowlands.  Our society is incredibly wasteful. Forget the "Dream
Communities". As more and more people "get old" I do think that some form of
integrating old people into multi-generational living is preferable to the kind of
isolating, "segregating by age" that has been increasing. Could you encourage
the younger folks to be more open-minded about accepting the older folks with
their limitations and disabilities into their lives? That's a development issue I
doubt you will be able to address with this survey--something that goes to the
heart of cultural attitudes. It can't be answered with a simple dollars and cents
equation or a new road or airport. Quality of life is so complex and you are trying
to simplify it to materialistic items that we can build or possess.

Aug 22, 2011 8:59 PM

238 Affordable Dream communities?   Developable land? Aug 22, 2011 8:55 PM

239 This of course is short-term only, as it will stay "affordable" only as long as few
people want to invest in it.

Aug 22, 2011 8:49 PM

240 Affordable Dream Communities = silly.  Green spaces -- make it more affordable
for open spaces to be designated as protected areas.

Aug 22, 2011 8:49 PM

241 It depends upon which area you are referring.   Many of the depressed areas,
such as Binghamton, offer very inexpensive housing.

Aug 22, 2011 8:37 PM

242 It doesn't happen here. Aug 22, 2011 8:30 PM

243 We need to start better land use management than has happened in the past.
We have put housing onto our most valuable land, land that could have been
used for feeding the population and or industry. Farmers can not feed the
population on the worse soils that we have and feed us cheaply. Industry needs
large tracts of land that is flat and has good transportation potential.

Aug 22, 2011 8:25 PM



488 of 681

Page 5, Q4.  <b>Low Cost of Living/High Quality of Life.</b>  This includes reasonably priced housing; ample and
affordable recreational opportunities; Affordable Dream Communities; and developable land at valued pricing.

244 Especially reasonably-priced housing, and housing near the available jobs.
Affordable housing out in the boondocks doesn't help the person struggling with
a low-paying job in town.

Aug 22, 2011 8:20 PM

245 High quality of life - agree Low cost of living - disagree Aug 22, 2011 7:59 PM

246 Our cost of living is not more affordable than other places. I pay less in taxes in
Maryland on a house triple the value of my residence in Danby.

Aug 22, 2011 7:01 PM

247 Investment should be made in preserving the quality of life in the existing towns
and villages and development of undeveloped land should be restricted.  Farm
land should be preserved and developed for organic and sustainable  food
production for local distribution and forests should be preserved with planning for
recreational use and planned harvesting of firewood and local building materials
in sustainable ways.

Aug 22, 2011 5:56 PM

248 Taxes are very high in NY State in general and our area is no different.  If taxes
were lower the Quality of living in this community would be outstanding.

Aug 22, 2011 5:40 PM

249 Have you seen the prices that housing is going for in Ithaca?  Apartments rent at
NYC rents.  Housing is out of the roof compared to neighboring communities.
So many people liive outside of Tompkins County but work here because of the
high priced housing.

Aug 22, 2011 4:25 PM

250 This is one of our greatest strengths. Aug 22, 2011 4:18 PM

251 One major area that could help is to develop grants that assist landlords and
homeowners with remodeling an beautification projects.  Our communities are
waning and the homes are deteriorating faster than zoning can address it.

Aug 22, 2011 4:08 PM

252 Not sure what Affordable Dream Communities are. Aug 22, 2011 4:06 PM

253 No Fracking Aug 22, 2011 3:33 PM

254 Need more low income housing for mature women. Aug 22, 2011 3:21 PM

255 Our land that is wild or agricultural should stay that way. Aug 22, 2011 3:11 PM

256 The quality of life is not so high; the complaint I hear constantly from my children
and their peers is that there is nothing to do. It's not just lack of jobs that drives
the kids away and contributes to the brain drain; it is also lack of lifestyle
amenities and appropriate amusements for their age group.

Aug 22, 2011 2:58 PM

257 Yes the cost of housing has an initial low cost, but with the high cost of property
taxes this is not a place with a low cost of living.  Cost of utilities, cost of City
water sewer is high. This is only a low cost place to live if you are bad at math.
Real estate is a bad investment here, it does not go up in value.  You are better
off renting, which gets us back to that this is an attractive place to live if you are
on welfare with subsidized housing.

Aug 22, 2011 2:49 PM

258 When you factor in taxes the cost of living is NOT necessarily lower.  The "price"
of our homes and land is low, but "cost" (purchase price plus ongoing expenses
including taxes) is far from low.  Furthermore, expensive travel both in terms of
time and money further errodes this benefit.

Aug 22, 2011 2:35 PM
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259 Again incompatible with NG drilling. Aug 22, 2011 2:31 PM

260 House and rental prices are soaring in communities where gas workers reside.
So long as we promote gas drilling, affordable or reasonably priced housing will
be a thing of the past.

Aug 22, 2011 2:26 PM

261 The only High Quality of Life is realized by those on Public Assistance - the non-
working.  They live in an Affordable Dream Community, sponsored by the
educated workers of NYS.

Aug 22, 2011 2:26 PM

262 The problem is not the cost of living it is the cost of taxes that keep people away Aug 22, 2011 2:13 PM

263 Create streets that people can walk safely on. Make it easy for local farmers to
sell in localities where people can walk to the grocer.

Aug 22, 2011 1:32 PM

264 The more affordable the area, the more protected the natural areas, the more
likely individuals with money and influence will choose to live here and bring both
with them!

Aug 22, 2011 1:20 PM

265 I don't know what value pricing is.  Taxes are too high in this state! Aug 22, 2011 1:16 PM

266 And public transportation.  I live in Croton on Hudson.  We have a great rail line
and a bus line.  This is great.  It doesn't go everywhere but its a help.  I still have
to drive most places and I would LOVE not to!  I don't think I am alone in this.

Aug 22, 2011 12:55 PM

267 Gas drilling will cause  prices to rise for everything: food, rent, etc..... Folks are
already selling land with no mineral rights so when someone buys the land at
any moment a drilling rig could go up and they can't do anything about it. Is this
what people do to each other for money? not much quality there.

Aug 22, 2011 12:53 PM

268 I would say that this is a very key economic development asset and that high
quality of life is something that should continue to be improved upon especially in
cities.

Aug 22, 2011 12:30 PM

269 Taxes keep cropping up - our higher costs or fewer services in our
communities/schools.

Aug 22, 2011 12:27 PM

270 What do you mean my developable land and what kind of word is developable? Aug 22, 2011 11:57 AM

271 don't think these can be combined. The high quality of life is a key asset, but in
Ithaca, the cost of living is not low.

Aug 22, 2011 11:40 AM

272 Shale gas development would destroy this asset. Aug 22, 2011 11:30 AM

273 As I indicated above, if gas extraction comes in as it has in Penn our quality of
life will be destroyed (think of 24/7 noise and lights, air and water pollution, etc.
etc.).  There will no longer be a reason for people to remain at places like Cornell
to raise their families.  The quality of life is the main reason a large portion of the
faculty has come or remained here in spite of the relative isolation from other
researchers.

Aug 22, 2011 11:14 AM

274 The issue again is taxes.  The property taxes on new home construction are
staggering.  Our friends are looking at Pennsylvania and other states to retire.
This is an issue. We can get around it for prospective businesses with tax breaks
and other benefits.

Aug 22, 2011 11:12 AM
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275 Hard to disagree with this! Aug 22, 2011 11:05 AM

276 No "developale land" this does not promote quality of life unless you find a
meaningful and envoronmently viable model which this country does not yet
have.But reasonably priced houseing is important. At this point the university
population has driven up the housing prices that are NOT supported by the local
economy.

Aug 22, 2011 10:48 AM

277 Would be nice to be able to enjoy recreation opportunities. However, those few
of us that work and support the tax base are so cash strapped we can't.

Aug 22, 2011 10:45 AM

278 A strength already Aug 22, 2011 10:25 AM

279 Hydrofracking will lead to housing shortages, increases in rents, negatively affect
property values for homes and the ability to obtain mortgages, wreck the quality
of life ... why would anyone other than a few who may profit handsomely want
this?  Most of the jobs created go out of state, despite the Marcellus Shale
Coalition's distortion of the Penna Department of Labor study(see Janette Barth).

Aug 22, 2011 10:20 AM

280 We do not need developments, we are trying to avoid the sprawl affect.  We
need to rehab the beautiful houses and properties we have.  Currently the
housing market has everything for sale.

Aug 22, 2011 10:19 AM

281 This could be leveraged much better with improved transportation - high speed
train/flights to NYC and other major hubs.

Aug 22, 2011 10:17 AM

282 Yes we need that but we have so many house that their owners are just letting
fall apart so we need to take these homes from them and sell them to people
who will take care and live in them.

Aug 22, 2011 10:17 AM

283 Low cost of living mean very little when no one can afford to pay their bills on a
bare bones salary. High quality of life is simply not the case. In fact a few quick
examples, my neighbor died last week because she could not afford her
medication, our town is contaminated by a "super-fund" site and a large number
of people have cancer in this town. 15% of the population lives below the poverty
line and the majority of them are children and elderly. I don't consider high
quality of living to be the case.

Aug 22, 2011 10:11 AM

284 I'm not sure this is true when you relate the average incomes in the region to the
cost of housing and developable land costs. Does any one have the stats?

Aug 22, 2011 10:04 AM

285 What is "Affordable Dream Communities"? Aug 22, 2011 9:51 AM

286 Affordability of housing varies greatly within the region.  Housing is not affordable
in Tompkins County, but is in other parts of the region.

Aug 22, 2011 9:46 AM

287 This will disappear if gas development proceeds.  Look at the quadrupling of
rents and escalating COL in PA.

Aug 22, 2011 9:46 AM

288 There is NO affordable housing for the middle class.  Only the class that is on
Public Assistance with absolutely no incentive to get off of it.

Aug 22, 2011 9:41 AM

289 REDUCE REUSE AND RECYCLE USE EXHISTING HOUSING AND CREATE
JOBS BY FIXING UP COMMUNITIES THAT HAVE ALREADY BEEN
STRUCTURALLY SOUND FOR DECADES.

Aug 22, 2011 9:17 AM
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290 Low cost of living ??????  Where do you live?  Taxes and utilities are too high.
Housing is very reasonable but prices are depressed due to lack of demand and
high taxes/energy costs.

Aug 22, 2011 8:48 AM

291 Not for long if you allow fracking.  Or maybe I should say housing will be
practically free, but people won't have water or clean air or driveable roads or
places they want to live.  No quality of life.

Aug 22, 2011 8:47 AM

292 Depends on what you mean by developable land at valued pricing?????for gas.
This survey is bad.

Aug 22, 2011 6:50 AM

293 We must keep our area clean, healthy, and safe. Aug 22, 2011 12:47 AM

294 I agree as long as all of the above are protected from environmental pollution in
any form..

Aug 22, 2011 12:18 AM

295 Yes, very affordable, but lacking in some regards when it comes to "quality of
life."

Aug 21, 2011 11:54 PM

296 And new housing MUST be built energy efficient and with long term in mind. Aug 21, 2011 11:08 PM

297 Small towns and cities without Colleges lack dining and arts opportunities that
are critical to recruiting outside talent.

Aug 21, 2011 10:23 PM

298 These need to be separated. Aug 21, 2011 10:18 PM

299 Tompkins County's property values are ridiculous; there need to be assistance
programs in this area to help people afford housing & land.

Aug 21, 2011 10:08 PM

300 This is a wonderful area of the country to live and work in.  You have to ask
yourself where would you rather live?  In western Texas where natural gas is
king or in upstate NY where natural beauty and recreational opportunities
abound.

Aug 21, 2011 10:01 PM

301 Again, too many things lumped together. Agree with all of it except that last part
about "developable land at valued pricing". Development is contrary to all the
other things that make such a high quality of life here.

Aug 21, 2011 9:46 PM

302 Here, too, the gas industry can ruin everything. When drilling begins, rental
housing becomes exorbitantly expensive as rich temporary workers move in;
when the drilling is done, there's an oversupply of housing. We don't need boom-
then-bust industries here. Slow and steady development of our sustainable
natural resources is the best approach. Also, fracking can destroy property
value.

Aug 21, 2011 9:45 PM

303 Again, what do you consider reasonably priced housing????  Probably not what
one can afford!

Aug 21, 2011 7:33 PM

304 Consider especially the recreational opportunities afforded by parks and
wilderness areas, by eco-tourism to farms and farmers' markets, and by
wineries, breweries, and distilleries. We need to avoid creating additional
housing sprawl, however.

Aug 21, 2011 7:18 PM

305 As in all other questions, these individual items should be in a table rather than
lumped together. If you parse these out rather than trying to "stack" an answer,

Aug 21, 2011 7:02 PM
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you might be some meaningful data.

306 we live on a fixed income- taxes are too high for most everything, and our
pensions are froze, no raises for us in the near future. maybe a cut to the reps
and congressmen would save more $ than our few cents.

Aug 21, 2011 6:02 PM

307 The quality of life/ low cost of living is what calls so many to the Southern Tier.
Guaranteed this will go if the gas industry moves in. It is a known experience
among Pennsylvanians. What was a 10min commute a year ago has now
become a 40min nightmare, and the roads are being destroyed at taxpayers
expense.

Aug 21, 2011 5:28 PM

308 These two should not be combined.  Housing and land prices are very high,
which is a negative, but quality of life is high for reasons  other than cost of living.

Aug 21, 2011 4:34 PM

309 Freeze politicians salaries and put a cap on campaign spending. Aug 21, 2011 4:32 PM

310 Gas drilling jeopardizes these values. Rental housing is no longer affordable in
Bradford County, PA,  and yet the values of countless homes have plummeted.
$250,000 homes are now assessed in the the $30,000 range.  Cost of living
skyrockets with the arrival of gas drilling. Quality of life (clean air, clean water,
peace and quiet) plummet.

Aug 21, 2011 3:32 PM

311 It is important to have access to walking, fitness, and hiking facilities. In my case,
I am unable to hike much because of the lack of transportation.

Aug 21, 2011 3:16 PM

312 Many of our towns and areas appeal to retired and young adults both.  Strong
public schools are a magnet for young professional families, making recruitment
for a diverse and high tech workforce attractive.

Aug 21, 2011 2:23 PM

313 Here again, the gas industrialization of the area will effect affordable housing.
Just south of us, in PA, housing rental costs have increased 4 fold, driving out
poorer residents, increasing the homeless population and putting strains on
social services. In addition, property values for the thousands of documented
residents with permanently contaminated water, have plummeted. For most
middle class families, the value of their real estate is their most significant asset.

Aug 21, 2011 2:21 PM

314 Seems like you are talking more about low cost of living - high quality of life,
including preserving abundant green space and preserving air and water quality
and agriculture - are equally important.

Aug 21, 2011 1:20 PM

315 This should be our focus.  Creating an environment that has a lot to offer
growing families. Though we may not have everything to offer people with varied
interests, everything anyone could want is nearby.  That, I think, would be our
greatest asset.

Aug 21, 2011 12:55 PM

316 Housing in Upstate NY remains a good value. Aug 21, 2011 8:54 AM

317 needs to be achieved high paying jobs to be sustainable. Higher paychecks
=less subsidy

Aug 21, 2011 8:00 AM

318 Housing is already a bargain, but taxes are prohibitive Aug 20, 2011 2:11 PM

319 you forget taxes...you can have all of the above and be taxed out Aug 20, 2011 1:09 PM
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320 Affordable housing is a true plus for the area Aug 20, 2011 12:12 PM

321 B-Sens, Big Red, B-Mets, opera, theater companies, Bearcats - These are all
accessable and mostly affordable. Parks are very affordable and most are
accessible to most people.  Some are very accessable, others require a car.
There is much developable land in the urban core. Housing prices will be
screwed up if we don't plan for natural gas (boom) growth.

Aug 20, 2011 11:18 AM

322 There's no problem hear regarding cost of living. Don't try to fix what is not
broke. Help NYC so they stop sending the poor here so we have to take care of
them. Create a system so they have to go to others cities, towns, and villages to
spread them out. It's creating too much crime and drugs here, i suspect it's
because we are only 3 hours away from NYC. Send some state ta money here
to allow our law enforcment to deal with the crime before we all have to move.
I'm already looking for property upstate to away.

Aug 20, 2011 10:58 AM

323 We can only have a high quality of living if we avoid what has happened to
Pennsylvania after gas drilling began.

Aug 20, 2011 7:58 AM

324 With emphasis on energy efficiency and long term durability/life cycle of
constructed housing; and population densities that promote operating
efficiences.

Aug 20, 2011 6:53 AM

325 This cannot happen with HVHF. Aug 20, 2011 12:26 AM

326 We need to bring the gas companies in for the revenue. They will take some of
the burden off tax payers, and help land owners pay their property taxes. Help
ones like us laid-off to pay our bills, and not lose our home.

Aug 19, 2011 10:39 PM

327 However, we have a surfeit of deplorable, poor housing and not much in the
middle quality range. In our rural area we have little to offer our school teachers,
for example.

Aug 19, 2011 9:57 PM

328 We need to create equity for all peoples.  New developments should include a
range of housing and transportation options for all segments of the population.

Aug 19, 2011 5:21 PM

329 Housing is supply driven.  There is a fine line in this when it comes to housing.
We do not build many houses in a year in the county.  Many of the houses need
plenty of work.  Hard to compete with areas that have 100's of new homes on
the market at times.

Aug 19, 2011 4:59 PM

330 Our property purchase prices are already reasonable. The taxes are staggering! Aug 19, 2011 4:11 PM

331 high quality of life but not affordable cost of living - with taxes especially property
taxes pricing many people out of the area.

Aug 19, 2011 4:01 PM

332 We have the land, house prices some of the lowest in the country, but because
of taxes no one to buy.  Real Estate Taxes can be as high as 4% of the home
assessment. Some $500,000 homes have $20,000 tax bills!

Aug 19, 2011 3:58 PM

333 State and local taxes are too high, even if housing is low. Aug 19, 2011 3:05 PM

334 The more we succeed in the other areas, the less true this may become but at
the moment it is an important area asset.

Aug 19, 2011 2:54 PM
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335 Quality of life has eroded steadily in the Region.  It is quickly becoming nothing
to brag about.

Aug 19, 2011 2:42 PM

336 Housing is affordable, but the housing stock is limited, especially in the homes
needed for better paying blue collar and mid-career management jobs.

Aug 19, 2011 2:37 PM
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1 economic activity is best served by small spirited companies. Big companies do
not attract great talent - they foster mediocrity. When big companies go bust in a
particular product - there is massive dislocations in the work force.

Sep 15, 2011 11:13 PM

2 We're luckyto have Corning Inc. and Sullivan Park, but we provide very little
incentive at the moment for innovative enterprise to want to locate here. There
has to be a vibrant culture to attract vibrant, forward looking people and
businesses, and to retain the best of our young people.

Sep 15, 2011 11:03 PM

3 In a world economy, this is a no-brainer. Sep 15, 2011 10:02 PM

4 Most our world recognized industry is more established in overseas market than
in the New York state facilities.

Sep 15, 2011 5:27 PM

5 More of a goal than a reality. Sep 15, 2011 2:21 PM

6 Thank you Corning Incoroporated....Lockeed Martin,etc Sep 15, 2011 8:58 AM

7 I don't think we should be focusing so much on globally recognized businesses.
What we should be focusing on is local small businesses and revitalizing
villages and local towns by promoting small entrepreneurs who care about the
region and its economic health not companies that may not have any ties to the
region and that might simply use up the human resources while siphoning
money from the local economies.

Sep 14, 2011 3:37 PM

8 also some 'world-class' events such as tennis challenger and bike race and golf
tournaments as mentioned earlier.  ALSO why can we not get Dick's sporting
goods back to Binghamton?  We have the original site.....why don't we make it a
destination site?  Build a big destination recreational 'store'....like an REI or other
location.  We have Dicks and Eureka/Johnson Camping....both athletic/outdoor
companies who originated right here.....let's keep Eureka and figure out why we
don't have Dick's .....what would we have to do to get there here?  That should
tell a lot about what the area needs.

Sep 14, 2011 12:15 PM

9 Most existing companies have cut back or outsourced much of their labor force -
so we don't want to advertise:  "Look how great the Fortune 500 company is -
they just recently bulldozed their factories and moved the work to China, but isn't
their headquarters pretty?"

Sep 14, 2011 9:17 AM

10 MARKETS ARE NOW GLOBAL - WE MUST EXPORT Sep 13, 2011 8:19 PM

11 Lots of communities have these assets but don't have the over regulation and Sep 13, 2011 4:58 PM
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exhorbitant taxes.

12 Please ... research?  intellectual capital?  world class manufacturers?  AWOL ... Sep 13, 2011 4:33 PM

13 NY HAS to become MORE Business Friendly! Sep 13, 2011 2:25 PM

14 World class manufactures , maybe on a smaller scale stressing quality of
products.

Sep 13, 2011 11:13 AM

15 It's the small businesses that will should have the longevity.  Don't put all of your
eggs in one basket.  Certainly, the corporate world will play a huge part in the
employment and enrichment of the community, but there has to be diversity.

Sep 13, 2011 10:45 AM

16 Wake up. The so-called world class manufacturers and highly technical workers
are gone!

Sep 13, 2011 10:00 AM

17 I cannot answer this question, but I do have an opinion.  The answer to this
question depends on the answer to: Where is the opportunity?  Given the U.S.
economy currently,  spending to attract world-class manufacturers might well be
foolish.  How about diversifying the strategy?  Try to create new opportunities
while setting the region up for known opportunities.

Sep 13, 2011 9:42 AM

18 Globally recognized businesses at one time were a strength/asset of the
Southern Tier.  This is not true today.

Sep 13, 2011 6:37 AM

19 This is all good but I am in the creative arts which does correlate with the the
free thinking which is often the foundation to invention. By the way people come
to my studio gallery all the time from all around the world and express about the
creativeness off the gallery and all the creative and uniqueness of the products
within all created locally. Yes made in AMERICA.

Sep 12, 2011 11:56 PM

20 It would be great for the region, but at this point, does the area support the
necessary workforce to attract all these high level positions.  Probably yes the
closer you are to a major city---rural NYS---probably not.

Sep 12, 2011 10:33 PM

21 Locally, Corning Inc. is a great "peer" for other international businesses, but
studies may show that much of the engineering and technical talent of the
company is "imported" - either domesitically or internationally, Corning relies
heavily on relocation recruitment.

Sep 12, 2011 5:18 PM

22 I provided no multiple-choice answer to this question because I agree with some
parts of it and disagree with others.  We need a highly technical and diverse
workforce, but I think that heavy reliance on "world class manufacturers" is a
mistake. "World class manufacturers" tend to move elsewhere in the world,
unless they have a very strong tie to the community. Helping a wide variety of
locally-based businesses thrive is key. It may not be as exciting or as
immediately profitable an approach as inviting in a few large businesses from
outside, but in the long run it is an approach with more staying power.
Businesses should have a real stake in their communities.

Sep 12, 2011 2:54 PM

23 I could see tech based industry, R&D facilities, that don't use practices with
collateral environmental impacts.  This region is perfect for a "think-tank"
atmosphere.

Sep 12, 2011 8:13 AM

24 You want to attract the best, whether from abroad or from our own country. Sep 11, 2011 10:30 PM



496 of 681

Page 5, Q5.  <b>Globally Recognized Businesses.</b>    This includes world class manufacturers; high level of
corporate research; large international technology base; and a highly technical and diverse workforce.

Diversity enriches the community.

25 World class manufacturers that are presently in foreign countries paying low
wages, minus regulations, that left this country and the American people on the
unemployment line? Studies show to attract such industry as listed above they
want high quality of life, parks, recreation, cultural venues which the Finger
Lakes supplies and a gas industry does not.

Sep 11, 2011 1:55 AM

26 We are very lucky to have Corning Inc. here.  It would be phenomel to attract
some other world class companies to the area.

Sep 10, 2011 6:08 PM

27 More emphasis on Sep 9, 2011 3:51 PM

28 This is a pipe dream. There is no reason these folks would come here - in fact
they just left. Waste of time to pursue them. We need to work on what we have.

Sep 8, 2011 4:53 PM

29 Globally recognized businesses are not needed.  Smaller technology companies
are what drive growth.  These should be attracted, nourished and developed.
Some may derive from University work.

Sep 8, 2011 3:48 PM

30 This would be great if you can do it without giving away too much. Sep 8, 2011 3:40 PM

31 Corning Inc.,Corning Museum of Glass. Sep 8, 2011 2:42 PM

32 Support LOCAL businesses and LOCAL economies. Sep 8, 2011 1:32 PM

33 Globally recognized businesses except the fossil fuel/natural gas industries. Sep 8, 2011 1:14 PM

34 As long as the pollution they produce is acceptable and manageable. Sep 8, 2011 1:03 PM

35 We could do more, better. Sep 8, 2011 11:07 AM

36 the level of technology development is not that significant or high tech in the
region and i don't think that is something worth pursuing because of the
geographical location of the region and distance from major cities closer to the
coast.

Sep 8, 2011 9:58 AM

37 These are asset but only if the businesses work to improve the communities
where they are located

Sep 8, 2011 9:34 AM

38 Our history is stronger than our future. Sep 8, 2011 7:40 AM

39 We need to provide way more opportunity and the means to avail the opportunity
to provide people with the technical skills they increasingly need to be relevant in
the workforce.

Sep 7, 2011 1:15 PM

40 How is this helping us locally? This is a global issue. Sep 6, 2011 7:43 PM

41 Recognized business - if the goal is global first I'm against it.  If the goal is
sustainable local contribution with global value add then I'm for it.

Sep 6, 2011 4:45 PM

42 This one needed, but still mostly missing. Sep 6, 2011 12:16 PM

43 Great, we had a few and when they see the costs are too high here they leave.
IBM,  Lockheed, A shell of their former presence.

Sep 6, 2011 6:36 AM
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44 Build gas powered electrical generating plants. Offer discounted natural gas
prices to entice large companies to build here.

Sep 5, 2011 9:44 PM

45 We were in the lead until our leaders began to lower the bar until we are like
everyon else.

Sep 5, 2011 1:07 PM

46 Proceed with caution! World class, like Corning, yes (RSVP Steuben). But
corporations can distort university missions (both Cornell and Penn State were
initially quite naive about gas drilling because they took oil and gas corporations
at their word.) Keep academia independent!

Sep 5, 2011 1:08 AM

47 What ever happened to Seneca Army Depot ? Griffiss/Rome seems to be
working? Global business needs major air access

Sep 4, 2011 10:53 PM

48 I am not sure Globally Recognized businesses fit into our area. Sep 4, 2011 9:06 PM

49 "Globally recognized" usually is double speak for "lots of money" for lobbying
and advertising, and a keen ability to downplay (if not lie about) the harms. Let
us make sure "globally recognized" is understood to be integrity, excellence, and
a sustainable model.

Sep 4, 2011 8:12 PM

50 Natural gas technology courses in all levels of the industry Sep 3, 2011 8:39 PM

51 We just adjust to smaller communities if possible - global markets are not
working for all peoples in the present structure.

Sep 3, 2011 7:49 PM

52 Need to keep in mind Frito-Lay's contributions to the local economy (700-730
local jobs); they're significant just like aerospace manufacturers.  Annual payroll
in excess of $30 million, purchases in excess of $30 million in the local economy
(including produce [mostly corn] from local farms).  Don't risk pushing this
business to leave Kirkwood with unfair wastewater regulation or lack of offsetting
local assistance if our community continues to carry a disproportionately heavy
burden under the DEC's Phase II Watershed Implementation Plan for the
Chesapeake Bay watershed in NYS.

Sep 3, 2011 4:12 PM

53 As long as these businesses are not polluting businesses. Sep 3, 2011 2:35 PM

54 this would be terrific if it happens but how do you do it?  Snap your finger?
Perhaps learn from Albany and nanotech.

Sep 3, 2011 2:29 PM

55 Multinational corporations are not known for their integrity nor commitment to
local communities. Local businesses could be encouraged with collaboration
from local university etc. think tanks etc. to provide locally generated, locally
oriented business opportunities.

Sep 3, 2011 10:41 AM

56 Who wouldn't want these assuming they are built and survive on their own
merits.

Sep 2, 2011 2:56 PM

57 The Southern Tier is a very attractive location for businesses to come to.  We
have an easily accessible interstate highway and the third largest airport in New
York State.

Sep 2, 2011 2:22 PM

58 Would be nice if this weren't a one-horse town--We need more than one
company with global connections in the 15 county area!

Sep 1, 2011 10:09 PM
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59 NEEDED FOR THIS ---LOWER TAXES AND ENERGY COSTS Sep 1, 2011 8:35 PM

60 space. theres so much more for people to feast on up there.... why ruin my
home?

Sep 1, 2011 7:55 PM

61 Let the company speak for itself and keep my money out of it Sep 1, 2011 6:25 PM

62 Need more focus on assisting local start-ups. Sep 1, 2011 2:04 PM

63 THE GAS INDUSTRY IS WELL KNOW AND HAS THE BRIGHEST MINDS I
THE WORLD -DEVELOP THESE COMPANIES HERE IN NEW YORK STATE

Sep 1, 2011 1:33 PM

64 Very important - the local workforce has the capability to meet the needs and this
would produce higher paying jobs.

Sep 1, 2011 12:17 PM

65 it we build the gas infrastructure, they will come to us to use our clean, cheap
local energy!

Sep 1, 2011 11:52 AM

66 Look at the past, we had it, we screwed it up and blamed it on the government
and the cut of defense.. We had no idea what to do, we had no plan, we had no
leadership.

Sep 1, 2011 11:06 AM

67 We don't need corporate development and a highly technical workforces.  We
need to develop jobs that can train new workers for existing industries.

Sep 1, 2011 10:21 AM

68 We already  have a strong heritage in high tech, with Endicott Interconnect
Technologies, Corning Inc, BAE and others. It seems most large investment and
growth recently is in data centers and semi-conductor fabs and perhaps there is
a way to attract some of those opportunities to the southern tier.

Sep 1, 2011 9:20 AM

69 The Southern Tier has never drawn a major employer -- they were all created
here. Long-term growth will come from today's start-ups and small employers.

Sep 1, 2011 8:22 AM

70 Not concerned w/ global appeal. Aug 31, 2011 3:59 PM

71 Encourage more joint partnerships LM/Sikorsky. No real software presence?
Military/federal budget realliance if times get tough there are cutbacks for
everyone.

Aug 31, 2011 11:06 AM

72 World class manufacturing, and high tech industry are the drivers behind a
robust state economy. They must be cultivated. The must have access to low
cost clean burning energy, a resonable tax burden, and an educated work force.
This will attrached the best and brightest from all over the world and generate a
multituted of secondary service and support jobs.

Aug 31, 2011 9:26 AM

73 These are so often here today, gone tomorrow when they send jobs off-shore.
Not place-based and in today's economy not as predictable as home-grown
business serving local needs.

Aug 31, 2011 1:50 AM

74 we gave this all away overseas Aug 31, 2011 1:01 AM

75 keep more industries at home. buy Made in USA Aug 30, 2011 8:32 PM

76 This varies a great deal from county to county. Corning and Cornell cannot carry
the entire region.

Aug 30, 2011 4:15 PM
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77 We need a more localized approach to "doing business".  The earth has had
enough of continued growth for the sake of growth.

Aug 30, 2011 3:50 PM

78 Agree, however, what about small business!  My single biggest fear with new
approach to regional economic development will be throwing a lot of money at
large potential targeted industries.  The real work is helping the many existing
unique, novel small businesses to have a more econmoicall freindly environment
to survive and grow!

Aug 30, 2011 3:41 PM

79 Attract more of this and the talent they need by improving cities. Aug 30, 2011 2:26 PM

80 Most have left or downsized in our area. Aug 30, 2011 12:59 PM

81 Most important to focus on local economy by recycling money through the
economy several times before it leaves, but selling to other outside the
community and then circulating those revenues locally is a good strategy as well.

Aug 30, 2011 11:22 AM

82 keep high class manufacturers using americans not foreigners.  We want made
in america products and services.  Not made in china.  We lost alot of
manufacturing because they moved to other countries.  Americans want
americans to make and use there products.  No one once to speak to india for
advice on any product.

Aug 30, 2011 10:10 AM

83 Are you joking?  IBM is all but gone from the Southern Tier.  GE, gone.
Singer/Link, gone.  Lockheed-Martin, minus 800 engineers over 4 years.  Most
high tech - gone.

Aug 29, 2011 9:57 PM

84 You don't need to have a global leader, you just need the 500 vendors that
supply that global leader and others like him. Diversify, don't focus on just one
company .

Aug 29, 2011 7:39 PM

85 Strong brand names don't always do the bulk of the hiring.  Ever heard of
FoxConn?  Most people haven't, but they employ over 1 million people.

Aug 29, 2011 4:54 PM

86 if NYS isn't a pleasant and safe place to live, raise a family, afford housing,
education why would those especially those educated here stay. Where fracking
is people go.

Aug 29, 2011 3:56 PM

87 There are a few such as Corning but not enough on a per capita basis. Aug 29, 2011 10:53 AM

88 We were the home of IBM , Singer Linkj , EJ, , incredible enovators ,  we can do
it again!

Aug 29, 2011 10:32 AM

89 Oh yeah - kissing IBM's ass really did a lot for Endicott didn't it?  They moved to
Armonk and left behind . . . let's see - massive contamination.  Thanks New
York!  Any corporation will do whatever they want so I don't agree with giving the
world to them to get them to "stay" anyway.

Aug 29, 2011 8:35 AM

90 Our area must be aware of niches to fill in our own country's needs as well. Aug 29, 2011 8:21 AM

91 I would not put too much emphasis on business elites and high tech.  Even if
they thrive, that doesn't mean the rest of the people here will benefit.  That isn't
who needs the help anyway.  It's nice to have them, but that alone will not create
a stable and sustainable and just economy.

Aug 29, 2011 1:35 AM
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92 This is the roll of the University system. Aug 28, 2011 10:15 PM

93 We need to get ourselves on target first. We are failing miserably. Aug 28, 2011 9:57 PM

94 We could become the center for research and development of alternative energy
technologies.

Aug 28, 2011 9:39 PM

95 If this were strongly true, we would not be losing our 20 and 30 yr. olds to other
states for work.  Our past has been largely the defense industry.  Jobs yes, but
for war. Something screwy about that!  We need a new and different outlook.
What manufacturing do we do that hasn't been outsourced to other countries?
Little.  IT has possibilities.  Alternative energy could have.  I bet much of our
county employment is in service industries.  This problen is national, not local.

Aug 28, 2011 9:11 PM

96 We did have these, but corporate greed took it away.  If we establish new ones,
they should be employee owned and not publicly traded.

Aug 28, 2011 8:59 PM

97 We do not want to sell out to large corporations. The establishment of small to
medium scale corporations could be positive to the area as long as they are very
regulated, and the focus of their business activities is to benefit the local area.

Aug 28, 2011 6:17 PM

98 I don't know of one company, willing to locate here in NY,without major
incentives , funded by the taxpayers.

Aug 28, 2011 5:14 PM

99 We don't want to get into that "New World Order" thing!!! Aug 28, 2011 2:02 PM

100 We really don't have that many manufacturing opportunities any more; the taxes
and energy/labor costs have driven them away. We have Lockheed Martin, BAE,
and whatever is left of Link (L-3?? who knows the names anymore).. We also
have a small presence of Rockwell Collins, Ametek, and others, but are they on
the radar of anybody looking here? And to my knowledge, none of these are
heavily involved in research.

Aug 28, 2011 12:15 PM

101 we need to rebuild in this area Aug 28, 2011 12:14 PM

102 To a degree I agree... The area council needs to promote US manufacturing for
Americans and develope our own industries to the pride that they once were.
America for Americans.....

Aug 28, 2011 12:12 PM

103 Well, we used to be the headquarters of IBM, Lockheed continues to slow.  I
don't see this as an asset...

Aug 28, 2011 12:08 PM

104 Let's take the world by storm with the Marcellus. Aug 28, 2011 11:51 AM

105 Maybe used to be. Aug 27, 2011 11:37 PM

106 But we also need more entry level jobs and training to get people off from
welfare...we have way to many welfare and food stamp people in this area.

Aug 27, 2011 5:08 PM

107 This may sound like isolationism, but I have worked for a world class
manufacturing company and when push came to shove, the workers overseas
had better government/worker support for job loss and the US workers got
trashed. At this point in time, there are so many people being highly educated
world wide and willing to take lower salaries than the US workers, our jobs are
being outsourced in droves and even the lower paying jobs are going overseas.

Aug 27, 2011 4:34 PM
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There are many many college graduates even with masters degrees working at
fast food restaurants and driving taxi because they can not find decent paying
jobs here in the US.  There are only so many jobs that can be created and fought
for.

108 Too many alrge companies have left, like IBM. Aug 27, 2011 3:13 PM

109 Development of better transportation would enhance the value of this area for
these businesses.  Access to the skilled labor of the area is limited by our
relative isolation from major transport hubs.

Aug 27, 2011 8:58 AM

110 No, everyone talks about how great these companies are, but they end up
getting bought out by a manufacturer from Japan or some other foreign country
and then the huge corporate dollars are going right back overseas.  It doesn't
take a $10 billion world class manufacturer to build a local economy.  It takes a
community of hard working people buying and selling goods from/to each other
before going to Walmart.

Aug 27, 2011 8:15 AM

111 IBM is gone. Get over it. We need to think outside the box and create our own
identity now.

Aug 27, 2011 7:15 AM

112 THEY WON'T STAY OR COME BACK UNLESS THE FUNDAMENTALS
CHANGE. DISSOLVE J.C. AND CONSOLIDATE SCHOOLS.

Aug 26, 2011 10:28 PM

113 more smoke and mirrors Aug 26, 2011 10:08 PM

114 once again   corning glass Aug 26, 2011 10:04 PM

115 It certainly depends on the corporation.  It would not be beneficial to invite heavy
industry that would impact our area adversely through contamination of our
water and air.

Aug 26, 2011 9:24 PM

116 We lost that race a LONG time ago. Aug 26, 2011 8:32 PM

117 Will never happen, not here. Aug 26, 2011 7:48 PM

118 Not at the expense of agriculture. Aug 26, 2011 7:39 PM

119 We have some good companies in the area, but they are all down sizing or
outright leaving the state.

Aug 26, 2011 7:21 PM

120 I think that some of this exists, but that the potential for increased global
recognition is high if development proceeds effectively.

Aug 26, 2011 5:14 PM

121 NO HYDROFRACKING INDUSTRIES, it destroys local business after the boom
has busted.

Aug 26, 2011 5:05 PM

122 There is some -- but not enough to be an ED asset.  We are struggling to hold
onto what we have.

Aug 26, 2011 4:22 PM

123 The problem here is that we are virtually unknown out there. Aug 26, 2011 3:44 PM

124 Some global business is good but doesn't need to be all of it. Aug 26, 2011 3:22 PM

125 Of course! And this type of business environment flourishes when you have Aug 26, 2011 3:01 PM
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reasonable tax policies for individuals and small and medium sized businesses,
not just the rich.

126 The real strength of the economy is in small business.  I vote for ways of making
it possible for them to succeed.

Aug 26, 2011 2:13 PM

127 They are just not attracting investment in upstate NY... Aug 26, 2011 2:00 PM

128 GE, IBM, Link you name them have all left. Handle what caused them to leave
and they'll come back if albany has the political courage

Aug 26, 2011 1:42 PM

129 Unless educational systems improves & unions come in line with reality in
demands, there is no way our region can provide world class manufacturing. We
need to stop the brain drain of our college grads going elsewhere for jobs and
use them here to create a highly technical & diverse workforce. We are losing
population, not building for the future/

Aug 26, 2011 1:40 PM

130 local business only Aug 26, 2011 1:13 PM

131 These companies would be here if they had the educated workforce and the
ability to complete globally.  At the same time they can subsidize local property
tax payers to help lower its citizens taxes.

Aug 26, 2011 12:50 PM

132 Having global businesses of all types will help strengthen the economy of the
Southern Tier. That also includes the natural gas companies.

Aug 26, 2011 12:10 PM

133 I would strongly agree if the diversity is native born people. WE don't invest
enough in those minorities we lock then in jail with high taxpayer cost and no
benefit

Aug 26, 2011 12:08 PM

134 We had this but drove it away with energy costs, and regulator and tax burdens.
Energy costs are under control the other two are killing our economy.  However
there is no way to attract world class manufacturers and the others without
removing the burden on the employer and employees.

Aug 26, 2011 11:17 AM

135 Look...the world and this country... need ditch diggers too. Society has lied to
these young people telling them that if they work hard, they too can live the
"AMERICAN DREAM". Not evryone can make six figures, or today, even high
five figures. Yet, the average kids, who watch thes overpaid professional
atheletes, and GANGSTA rappers making boatloads of money, think they too
can .."HAVE IT ALL" ...are wrong, and these high schools and Universities don't
inject good thought processess by explaining, to young people that college is not
for everyone. We need a labor force too, but we need to get the manufacturing
jobs back to the U.S., by giving more incentives to stay here!

Aug 26, 2011 11:02 AM

136 I'm fine with it, but don't know why they'd come here when more states offer
greater incentives, lower cost of doing business and have lower utility expenses.

Aug 26, 2011 10:58 AM

137 If energy prices are lowered, taxes lowered and regulations on businesses
relaxed, then maybe, just maybe the above will happen.  The cost of doing
business in New York is totally out of control!

Aug 26, 2011 10:29 AM

138 We have the workforce here, but it is cheaper for those companies to do the
manufacturing overseas or in another state.

Aug 26, 2011 10:27 AM
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139 Ommegang Brewery, Chobani yogurt Aug 26, 2011 10:08 AM

140 Q Aug 26, 2011 9:50 AM

141 I'm not sure that this is the area for this kind of large development. Aug 26, 2011 9:45 AM

142 So much science and technology could be pursed at a much lower cost in our
upstate communities.

Aug 26, 2011 9:44 AM

143 Globally Recognized Businesses - AKA Outsourcing. I'm against it. Aug 26, 2011 9:36 AM

144 This isn't the area for that. Aug 26, 2011 9:32 AM

145 Bring in the large corporations, and the smaller supporting corporations will
follow.

Aug 26, 2011 8:47 AM

146 Our global industries currently pay more taxes to foriegn nations than they do to
the USA from where they operate their head quarters. They also invest in new
manufacturing facilities in foreign countries without investing in their own country.

Aug 26, 2011 8:43 AM

147 we don't have enough of this to call it an asset Aug 26, 2011 8:28 AM

148 Tech Park!! Built near SUNY Binghamton if possible! And I am not a student
.Just someone who has watched SUNY Binghamton grow into a wonderful and
well respected university and thinks thet would partner well with a tech park or
Green Park that produces energy saving products.

Aug 26, 2011 7:25 AM

149 A fading memory of what the Southertier use to be IBM, GE, Singer Link, so
many gone

Aug 25, 2011 9:52 PM

150 Without quality employment opportunities to retain our high tech workforce it will
continue to depart the area.

Aug 25, 2011 9:48 PM

151 Lets take care of the businesses that are already here by lowering their cost to
do that business, one way develop natural gas, supply them with this product
which is inexpensive, keep their expenses down equals more jobs.

Aug 25, 2011 9:35 PM

152 can't be done with the current tax basis for businesses and people Aug 25, 2011 8:39 PM

153 Make Broome a world class Natural Gas Center for R&D. Aug 25, 2011 6:20 PM

154 Could strenghten Aug 25, 2011 5:25 PM

155 NY would have to be begging for help on this one...CUT TAXS/SLASH
REGULATIONS>>>Is the First step..sounds like a pipedream

Aug 25, 2011 4:39 PM

156 I'm surprised at the number of large companies still in this area.  We make it
awfully difficult - how long until the big corporations realize the fight to stay here
and operate a business isn't worth it anymore?  Cheap energy and a ready
workforce will keep them here.

Aug 25, 2011 2:47 PM

157 Not as impressive as in years gone bye. Aug 25, 2011 2:43 PM

158 We've got the Universities going for us in Broome County, and the medical
industry/hospitals, but we're lacking the manufacturing, corporate and IT jobs.

Aug 25, 2011 1:53 PM
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159 the global economy is going to collapse.  we should be thinking local. Aug 25, 2011 12:56 PM

160 The key here is any business. Aug 25, 2011 12:45 PM

161 We lost them, not because the businesses failed but because they went
elsewhere.  If there is good infrastructure to keep globally connected, successful
businesses can grow to become globally recognized business and stay in the
area.  Government needs to help by building the infrastructure and preserving
the environment, not helping specific businesses.

Aug 25, 2011 12:16 PM

162 Any time we can provide jobs to a skilled workforce, whether professional or
technical, is a good thing for the region as a whole. We should be working,
however, to get these companies to locate themselves in existing communities,
not relegate them to an office park that you have to drive to, or that the
community has to build new water and sewer and transit lines and roads and
where they can walk across the street to have lunch at a local restaurant or shop
at local businesses. That will continue to fuel the economy of the ST, not just
having people spend all their money on gas to drive to their job and then home
again.

Aug 25, 2011 12:16 PM

163 FEW AND FARE BETWEEN Aug 25, 2011 11:54 AM

164 It is not a bad thing to have some recognized businesses in the region, but I
think the focus of economic development should be on home-grown/regional
businesses - those that are less likely to leave the region if a tax break ended.
Also, I would hate to see a reliance on one or two major companies - large lay
offs, which are bound to happen, would be much more severe for a community.

Aug 25, 2011 11:50 AM

165 Bring them in! Just don't do it to the exclusion of those who are currently creating
jobs here.

Aug 25, 2011 10:30 AM

166 This used to be the Empire State, they all left.  The loan facility here and there
doesn't make up for what could have been.

Aug 25, 2011 8:21 AM

167 Agree .But you cant spend more than 1000 dollars Aug 25, 2011 8:20 AM

168 Since you didn't include a map, I'm not sure what the boundaries of the Southern
Tier are so it's hard to answer some of these questions.

Aug 25, 2011 7:27 AM

169 However, they do not supply enough jobs yet. Aug 25, 2011 12:43 AM

170 Need to promote local businesses. Aug 24, 2011 10:37 PM

171 Raymond Corp is an excellent example. Aug 24, 2011 9:58 PM

172 Unfortunately, we have already lost a lot of our workforce here. It's too bad no
one was helping us keep IBM jobs here. About 90% of those jobs and the people
who filled them are gone.

Aug 24, 2011 2:34 PM

173 Not anymore Aug 24, 2011 2:23 PM

174 Although very important, we need to recognize that there are a lot of other
people that spend money in this region that are small business and there needs
to be a balance.

Aug 24, 2011 2:10 PM
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175 This puts the horse before the cart. It is confusing logic. Aug 24, 2011 1:51 PM

176 Please, give me a break.  None of this will affect Delaware County.  Perfect
example of how ridiculous the region is.

Aug 24, 2011 12:21 PM

177 I did not choose an answer above  this depends on the plan. Aug 24, 2011 11:39 AM

178 While the existence of these types of businesses is an important part of a
diverse and resilient local and regional economy, I feel we have focused too long
on this a silver bullet, offering fire sale tax breaks and incentives to companies
which may ultimately leave our area for better conditions elsewhere.   "Economic
gardening" approaches which cultivate and grow locally based businesses are
increasingly seen as a good investment. These businesses are more likely to
stick around, with strong multidimensional connections to their communities,
rather than a more narrow focus on stockholder profits.   From a local and
regional perspective, there needs to be a balance between supporting large and
small scale enterprise. I do agree that we need a highly technical and diverse
workforce, but it shouldn't be limited to large multinational corporate applications

Aug 24, 2011 11:33 AM

179 In very localized sections of the region -- Corning, Binghampton area Aug 24, 2011 11:15 AM

180 I don't think economic growth should be purely based around technology but it
should also include manufacutring.

Aug 24, 2011 10:49 AM

181 I work for Golden Artist Colors and am so proud to be part of an internationally
known paint manufacturer - and happy that I can live in Chenango County!

Aug 24, 2011 10:41 AM

182 The focus should be on companies that are willing to invest in our community
and create jobs here, not send them overseas as well as their profits.

Aug 24, 2011 10:29 AM

183 Success breeds success. Aug 24, 2011 7:38 AM

184 Depends on the resources needed to entice large corporations and if it makes
sense to spend money and resources there or provide medium and smaller
businesses with more monetary and resource incentives.

Aug 23, 2011 9:32 PM

185 not specific enough.  does this mean the big guys who come into a community,
walk all over the residents, leaving us despoiled?  maybe less aggressive
companies are better for a small town?  can't tell w/o specifics.

Aug 23, 2011 6:31 PM

186 We do need to keep moving forward but we have a tendency to ignore training
people to build these facilities and operate the tools in them.  We ignore the
basic skills every worker needs.

Aug 23, 2011 6:22 PM

187 Not really our strength Aug 23, 2011 5:02 PM

188 We need to do more to attract and retain a diverse workforce. There are pockets
of diversity within certain areas however it is not found across the region.

Aug 23, 2011 4:28 PM

189 It may be wishful thinking to consider this a current attribute.  More accurately
reflects our past

Aug 23, 2011 3:53 PM

190 Globally recognized businesses should be encouraged,but not if they would
negatively affect the region.  Shale gas drilling would negatively impact the
Southern Tier.

Aug 23, 2011 3:51 PM
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191 Too grandiose. Start reasonably. Aug 23, 2011 2:22 PM

192 Encourage growth and this is to be done by lowering the taxes and bringing back
the Empire Development Zones!

Aug 23, 2011 2:15 PM

193 Another quality not well known outside of our area. Aug 23, 2011 1:56 PM

194 We need to increase the income level of our residence,stop building low income
housing.

Aug 23, 2011 1:36 PM

195 This was certainly true 20 years ago, but sadly, not today. Aug 23, 2011 12:54 PM

196 Communities who develop, promote and grow green technology will be building
an economic safety net for generations to come.

Aug 23, 2011 12:51 PM

197 However, while there is a lot of unemployment, there is a lack of skilled workers.
This may go back to the relationship between the local business community and
cultivating talent at the universities.

Aug 23, 2011 12:09 PM

198 Yes, inviting NON-POLLUTING, environmentally-conscious industry into the
area is a very good idea.

Aug 23, 2011 11:54 AM

199 This is too vague. What kinds of manufacturers, technology, corporate research? Aug 23, 2011 11:29 AM

200 Again, I agree with the list, but Delaware County will not be able to attract most
from the list.

Aug 23, 2011 11:19 AM

201 The some of the best wine, best beef, and best produce come from right here! Aug 23, 2011 11:09 AM

202 But with care and only in the urban areas.  See Nos. 2 & 4 above. Aug 23, 2011 11:05 AM

203 One mourns the decline and flight of EJ, Ansco, IBM. Aug 23, 2011 11:02 AM

204 Support Local Business and keep the money in the community. Large corporate
institutions have destroyed our local enonomy as well as the national economy.
The Focus of the Finger Lakes economic growth needs to be basec on building
strong local businesses and a locally build infastructure.

Aug 23, 2011 10:45 AM

205 Note that globally recognized businesses do not have to be large and do not
have to be household names. I know of several globally recognized businesses
that consist of less than 500 people and some that are less than 50 people, yet
their output is of such high quality that they are known as the best in the world.

Aug 23, 2011 10:34 AM

206 I would put a lot of eggs into this basket. It would be nice if it happens without
being forced by these wonderful world-class companies making the local tax
payer pick up the tab for the taxes they don't want to pay as a cost of moving to
the area. I really, really resent the extortion of the big companies when they
decide to bestow the blessing of their business on a rural community. Yes, jobs
may be created, but don;t make the community pick up the tax bill the company
doesn't feel like paying.

Aug 23, 2011 9:58 AM

207 Solar and wind technologies and support technologies for these and Efficiency
Enhancing technologies. Battery/Power Storage center would be a huge
BENEFIT to NY State.

Aug 23, 2011 9:32 AM
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208 It depends on the industry in my opinion. Aug 23, 2011 8:40 AM

209 Big business has only one interest - the bottom line for their CEO's. Aug 23, 2011 6:29 AM

210 Keep them out of here. Aug 23, 2011 1:11 AM

211 Start locally. Take care of your neighbors and their needs. If it's a good product it
might be demand in the next town or city over. I think we have seen enough
results of large profit driven companies that push products all over that world that
have no relation to the human needs of the communities in which they are found.
These small start ups could still be capitalistic but need a new face. Remove the
greed and answer the human need could still make money. Just not as much
and shareholders should get used to that. And there is nothing wrong with being
a world class manufacturer and selling locally. All should be striving to do their
best at all times. Just because i make a mean loaf of bread doesn't mean i
should be sending my wares all over the state. And as far as corporate research
goes....this is a moral dilemma at times. Just because a corporation pays your
bills should a university be supplying research to make, let's say, erectile
dysfunction a thing of the past? Or help develop more drugs that effectively put
active children into catatonic stupors because they have the university
documented, studied, researched and declaimed ADD.  So often following the
money in cases like these we find incredible expense and in the case of the ADD
kids, devastating results. But the pharmaceutical companies are doing very well
indeed.

Aug 22, 2011 10:25 PM

212 Only if "clean." Aug 22, 2011 9:50 PM

213 Globally recognized natural beauty. Globally recognized tourist destination.
Globally recognized birding area. Globally recognized intergenerational living
experiment. Globally recognized mecca for adventures. Globally recognized
health destination. Globally recognized cultural hotspot.

Aug 22, 2011 8:59 PM

214 Not clear whether you mean "bring these here" or "they're already here". Aug 22, 2011 8:49 PM

215 No oil/gas industries included. Aug 22, 2011 8:49 PM

216 Much of our business/industry has disappeared.  We offer far too much retail and
not enough manufacturing/production.  Even small scale production would be
exciting to witness.

Aug 22, 2011 8:37 PM

217 More good jobs at small businesses.  Fortune 500 do too much damage when
they close down--which they always do here.

Aug 22, 2011 8:30 PM

218 There is a tremendous need to bring industry back to this country. Aug 22, 2011 8:25 PM

219 We need some of this, but we also need things for people who are not "world
class" to do.  What do those who are not highly-trained do?   Diversity is good.

Aug 22, 2011 8:20 PM

220 let the agriculture riches of this region be the thing which is recognized. let that
hydrofracking will not be here be the thing to be recognized. this is integrity.

Aug 22, 2011 7:47 PM

221 We also desperately need a more diversified economic base; so all businesses
don't have to be world class. But they do need to provide essential services and
high value.

Aug 22, 2011 7:00 PM
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222 Small and growing businesses that are either new, green technology or cutting-
edge technology arising from local research institutions should be considered a
local resource that should be protected and developed further.

Aug 22, 2011 5:56 PM

223 We are limited to some degree again I think in part due to the high cost of taxes
to run these businesses locally in NY State - this community is no exception.

Aug 22, 2011 5:40 PM

224 I have to disagree because of the way this is worded.  While I believe we already
have, and should continue to have, world-class wineries and institutes of higher
education, I do not want to see this area (the Finger Lakes) become an
industrialized center of gas/oil drilling and storage

Aug 22, 2011 5:38 PM

225 I think there are world class industries in the region (e.g. Corning Glass) but I
don't know much about them.

Aug 22, 2011 4:18 PM

226 Sure. Aug 22, 2011 4:06 PM

227 No Fracking Aug 22, 2011 3:33 PM

228 We don't have many Aug 22, 2011 3:31 PM

229 In limited areas only. Aug 22, 2011 3:11 PM

230 In a perfect world, but again, there is no way to get from the airport to the bus
station, and no public phone at the bus station if you need one.  We need to
focus on the basics before we focus on being global.

Aug 22, 2011 2:49 PM

231 These things exist in this particular region; Corning, Cornell, an educated and
technical workforce.

Aug 22, 2011 2:26 PM

232 More attention needs to be given to this area.  We have one "global"
manufacturer; maybe two.  The land is vast.  We could utilize the presence of
more.

Aug 22, 2011 2:26 PM

233 We should not tax new businesses that choose our area - We only want the jobs
- The employees will then add to property AND sales tax base

Aug 22, 2011 2:13 PM

234 Pie in the sky. Let's make Broome County financially successful. Build a better
mouse trap here and the world will find us.

Aug 22, 2011 1:32 PM

235 We have enough of the multinational companies extracting money from our
country. Why has IBM moved should be your first question and you should ask
them. GE is moving to China? We need US companies that make things for US
people. We had world class manufacturers, EJ, IBM, GE, Link etc.... They could
all be here again building windmills, solar panels etc.....Using some gas from
here to produced cheap power to do this.(just not everywhere all at once and
sent away) Most of these guys don't pay taxes in the first place.

Aug 22, 2011 12:53 PM

236 We have an excellent workforce but I can not agree with the rest of the question Aug 22, 2011 11:54 AM

237 Only with strict oversight of their impact on land and water resources.  We
should not give corporations the right to pollute Mother Earth.

Aug 22, 2011 11:51 AM

238 The day of Corning and IBM as the important assets is way, way, way over.
Time to realize that our future is not with the huge corporations-- like Kodak, they

Aug 22, 2011 11:30 AM
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prefer China.

239 As long as they reside in designated industrial zones that don't infringe in the ag,
wine and tourism industries.

Aug 22, 2011 11:17 AM

240 We have our work cut out for us to build on our education assets to tackle this
type of development.  For example in the area of date storage and retrieval and
back office management we need to develop a detailed plan.  Define the
business, identify our strengths including the new tools we have such as power
authority power, verify that this should be a core strength to develop, map out
the opportunity, develop our approach for marketing and proactive contacts and
measurements for success.

Aug 22, 2011 11:12 AM

241 So much depends upon what this really means.  These are buzz words that have
very different meanings for different people.

Aug 22, 2011 11:05 AM

242 NO. We need to "grow" our own! This is where the effort and money should be
focused! Think Loacally, Period!!!

Aug 22, 2011 10:48 AM

243 The USA has been too free with global trade. Other countries are making a
fortune off the US consumer. We have no jobs, no manufacturing base and we
can no longer feed ourselves. It is time we take care of our own citizens!

Aug 22, 2011 10:45 AM

244 Solid job creation........our kids are running from this area! Aug 22, 2011 10:43 AM

245 I think we could do better in this area.  The Southern Tier has a history of
innovation.  Innovation should be nutured and encouraged.

Aug 22, 2011 10:41 AM

246 Afraid it is disapearting Aug 22, 2011 10:41 AM

247 if we build it, they will come...more money into product, less into propaganda to
sell what isn't competitve...why can't we compete? Because of the cost of doing
buisness in NY

Aug 22, 2011 10:25 AM

248 There aren't many around Aug 22, 2011 10:21 AM

249 This is important for diversity of business but the small business is still the
driving force for employment.  Small business should be the focus, with
encouragement to the global business.

Aug 22, 2011 10:19 AM

250 No need for these fools.  Just some small business that produce well made
things not the sh*tty things we now get from over seas.

Aug 22, 2011 10:17 AM

251 Over the last decade these businesses have demonstrated with their feet  that
New York State is too expensive to locate any significant facilities. Making it
easier for these anchor businesses to locate here will attract adjunct businesses
such as suppliers and subcontractors, providing a job multiplier.

Aug 22, 2011 9:56 AM

252 If, and only if, this refers to businesses involved in renewable energy production
and research.

Aug 22, 2011 9:50 AM

253 HIGH LEVEL OF CORPORATE RESEARCH ALL R&D is essential to all
businesses. Be more active in testing products for the health of the citizens
instead of the citizens testing products for the health of the corporations.  DO
THE RESEARCH BEFORE PUTTING ON THE MARKET DANGEROUS

Aug 22, 2011 9:17 AM
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PROCESSES AND PRODUCTS.  THE FDA, USDA, EPA should test before
sending out products and processes that will make the people they work for sick!

254 Due to extreme competition and high taxes/cost of living, the Southern Tier will
not attract international technology or world class manufacturers.

Aug 22, 2011 8:47 AM

255 yeah, try to get this. Aug 22, 2011 8:47 AM

256 If we are allowed to talk about them other than as "evil corporations." Aug 22, 2011 7:32 AM

257 gassers again. How nice. Aug 22, 2011 6:50 AM

258 I agree only if the above businesses will not cause environmental pollution in any
form.

Aug 22, 2011 12:18 AM

259 Localized economies are the strongest and produce the best quality of life.
Globalized economies benefit only multinationals.

Aug 21, 2011 11:08 PM

260 Corporations suck money out of communities. To strengthen the Southern Tier,
we must elevate Southern Tier businesses.

Aug 21, 2011 10:32 PM

261 Separate the items. Aug 21, 2011 10:18 PM

262 World class manufacturers such as  Corning, IBM, Kodak, Xerox have a strong
presence in upstate NY.  More must be done to

Aug 21, 2011 10:01 PM

263 Not just any industries. Should be GREEN industries, promoting sustainable
business practices and using renewable energy, and zero-waste technology.

Aug 21, 2011 9:46 PM

264 Not enough of them...But Corning is an impressive firm in many regards. Aug 21, 2011 9:12 PM

265 same problem with formulation.  Categories are unclear and too many different
categories are grouped together.

Aug 21, 2011 7:50 PM

266 Yes, and no. Some of the globally recognized businesses are better neighbors
than others.

Aug 21, 2011 7:18 PM

267 Universities, Corning Glass, & other recognized brands are assets Aug 21, 2011 6:51 PM

268 new york taxes are too high to make big business want to come here.take Aug 21, 2011 6:02 PM

269 There  ARE highly technical businesses presently functioning in the Southern
Tier. The proximity of higher education institutes which produce students
capable of creating these businesses is a reason for their presence. They're not
located in ugly over-developed cities, but places where nature and mankind still
work in balance.

Aug 21, 2011 5:28 PM

270 spend more time, money and effort to keep citizens of New York state, instead of
bringing in others.

Aug 21, 2011 4:32 PM

271 "MANUFACTURERS" is the key word here  -not "globally recognized"
businesses.  ENRON was globally recognized.  Chesapeake is globally
recognized as predatory, deceitful, and bankrupt -morally and (soon, perhaps)
financially.

Aug 21, 2011 3:32 PM
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272 We need forward thinkers, not nostalgic thinkers who would want to take us back
to times that are irretrievably gone (Endicott Johnson, IBM).

Aug 21, 2011 3:16 PM

273 We already have some. Let's grow more. Aug 21, 2011 1:46 PM

274 Yes to workforce, no to 'globally recognized' - we need good employers, but not
Big Names who usually have little allegiance to the areas where they locate
branches.

Aug 21, 2011 1:20 PM

275 I do not know enough about the topic to comment. Aug 21, 2011 12:55 PM

276 Having worked for IBM, Lockheed, and other technology companies in NYS, we
continue to lose our best employment opportunities in manufacturing &
technology to foreign labor markets.

Aug 21, 2011 8:54 AM

277 Sure, but always focusing on small local businesses, rather than large
multinational corporations that extract high profits to be taken out of the
community.

Aug 20, 2011 4:08 PM

278 Think globally but act locally Aug 20, 2011 2:11 PM

279 we had this and rove them out Aug 20, 2011 1:09 PM

280 Corning, BAE, IBM, Welluver McGuire, the simulation industry. Great stuff.
Highly skilled workforce, attract and support research.

Aug 20, 2011 11:18 AM

281 I'm not even sure I would give any tax breaks or incentives for private industry
because they continue to build manufacturing plants and other business
overseas. I think the solution is to create penalties if a business has a certain
percentage of workers out of the community and overseas. They don't contribute
to local economy as much when they do this. Where is the patriotism? I say boot
them out all together if they want to exist else where.

Aug 20, 2011 10:58 AM

282 Global corporations are just that. They come; they go. Aug 20, 2011 10:04 AM

283 Hihg taxes and the cost of doing business in N.Y.st Negate all of those atributes. Aug 20, 2011 8:46 AM

284 the notion that we can have continued growth ad infinitum is an illusion.  Basic
needs and stability should be the targets.

Aug 20, 2011 6:53 AM

285 Lofty sounding, but without goals that respect life, they are meaningless. Aug 20, 2011 12:26 AM

286 Intent and meaning of this Q is ambiguous. Aug 19, 2011 11:30 PM

287 We need to bring the gas companies in for the revenue. They will take some of
the burden off tax payers, and help land owners pay their property taxes. Help
ones like us laid-off to pay our bills, and not lose our home.

Aug 19, 2011 10:39 PM

288 This exists in Tioga County, but involves such a small segment of the population
as to be laughable.

Aug 19, 2011 10:29 PM

289 Our nation has always had the need to market to the world, we need to bring
back our manufacturing from the forigen locations we sent them to

Aug 19, 2011 6:13 PM

290 Legal immigrants Aug 19, 2011 5:38 PM
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291 We need to create locally grow businesses.  Recent history shows us that large
corporations show no loyalty to where they locate.  Investment capital is fluid,
and companies move on a whim to get a better deal, leaving damaged
communities in their wake.

Aug 19, 2011 5:21 PM

292 Only a limited number of "world class" industries locally and the mass of skilled
and technical labor has departed.  We need to start from scratch again.

Aug 19, 2011 5:06 PM

293 Will the IBMs and Links, or the like, come back to our area.  Perhaps. Aug 19, 2011 2:54 PM

294 Clustering does not seem to mean much to big business anymore.  The highly
technical and diverse workforce is now very mobile in today's world.  We have
seen a drain of this workforce following jobs out of the area.  We are heading
towards a majority of untrained, poorly educated, non working individuals.

Aug 19, 2011 2:42 PM

295 Without a direct contact with global businesses, ST NY will not be able to 'rise
above' all the other regions in NY (Albany, Syracuse, western NY).

Aug 19, 2011 2:02 PM

Page 5, Q6.  Please identify other significant assets not listed above.

1 My comment is not an asset but more of a negative. We are creating a nation of
lazy people, suffering from poor education and apathy, who are increasing reliant
on the government and tend to be very lazy. It is going to take a strong willed
political leadership to change this. Just hope it is not too late.

Sep 15, 2011 5:27 PM

2 Libraries, including the Southeast Steuben County Library. Artists, art
organizations and galleries.

Sep 14, 2011 5:35 PM

3 Population and natural environment are of a scale that could model a new
sustainable approach to economic activity.

Sep 13, 2011 11:08 PM

4 People who have lived here for a long time (over 40 years in my case) and really
love the area.  Also who are sorry to see it go down but believe in it and want it
to continue although maybe not as high economically as in 1950-1980s.  Learn
to appreciate what we have and get like minded people to come here too (with
smaller businesses and start ups connected to BU)

Sep 13, 2011 9:03 PM

5 In addition to #5 above, there could be globally recognized sustainable
agriculture and non-high tech businesses.

Sep 13, 2011 5:30 PM

6 Quality of life as it pertains to our cultural and historical assets and the overall
sense of community that our southern tier offers.  People who care about people.

Sep 13, 2011 5:23 PM

7 Quality products that last will always out sell the cheap product and not generate
as much waste.You get what you pay for...............

Sep 13, 2011 11:13 AM

8 Binghamton still has a cluster of development in the simulation arena.  I believe it
is concentrated large in Federal contracts.  How about the commercial
marketplace?  Even entertainment and gaming.  H*ll, even Third World countries
are even active in the latter.

Sep 13, 2011 9:42 AM



513 of 681

Page 5, Q6.  Please identify other significant assets not listed above.

9 arts are still strong for a small area Sep 13, 2011 3:58 AM

10 Current and retired faculty who can assist with research. Sep 9, 2011 3:51 PM

11 Again, no mention of cultural opportunities ... art, music, history, theater, etc. Sep 9, 2011 10:30 AM

12 Highly-educated well-paid university and college workforce is the economic
backbone of the area. Don't mess with what brings them here.

Sep 8, 2011 4:53 PM

13 Arts!! There are good and diverse arts offerings that should be capitalized upon. Sep 8, 2011 2:42 PM

14 Plenty of clean water. Unless we go for the shale gas. Sep 8, 2011 12:59 PM

15 People are a huge asset. There is massive underemployment - that is - both in
the sense of people who work but don't make a living because pay is so low, and
highly qualified people working far below capacity either because the jobs aren't
there or because the employers view intelligent employees as a threat to their
status. We could take better advantage of the talent we have, if we turned to a
cooperative model of enterprise - see the success of the Mondragon
cooperatives for a model.

Sep 8, 2011 11:07 AM

16 We are a resourceful community and I would like to see more involvement from
small to mid sized businesses than the usual cast of characters.

Sep 8, 2011 7:40 AM

17 As alluded to earlier, we have a wealth of creative people that do not have the
means or facilities to develop ideas into a working prototype.  I think we are
missing a significant opportunity to develop and manufacture new products.  And
we should not constrain ourselves to hi-tech solely.

Sep 7, 2011 1:15 PM

18 People are an asset. We have amazing people here. Sep 6, 2011 7:43 PM

19 Simple location within reasonable distance of big cities (for distribution of goods),
but far enough to seem remote (for tourism...)

Sep 5, 2011 9:40 PM

20 Grassroots start up community Sep 5, 2011 8:29 PM

21 Local farmers, those tradesmen who need to pass on their skills so that we can
bring small/medium manufacturing back, people from all over the world who will
keep moving here, bringing their wealth and talents with them, as long as this
remains a beautiful, friendly place to live.

Sep 5, 2011 1:08 AM

22 Hydrofracking should be kept out of the Southern Tier. Sep 4, 2011 9:06 PM

23 Woodland resources, quality soils for agriculture in some areas (need to ensure
high quality soils are protected).

Sep 4, 2011 11:58 AM

24 Please, go solar; go wind energy; go software development; go game
programming; go MPEG video/audio.  Have BU become an incubator for these
types of technologies.  Don't destroy our beauty here with drilling.  We don't want
to be known as the gas cesspool of the US.  Let Pennsylvania take that
dishonor.

Sep 3, 2011 10:12 PM

25 Pass the Marcellus NOW!!!!!!!!!!! Sep 3, 2011 8:39 PM

26 Local governments must improve - with public interest the goal and the federal
goverment must have elected representatives who are citizens and not corporate

Sep 3, 2011 7:49 PM
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27 Ready access to quality healthcare/hospitals (Arnot-Ogden/St. Josephs, Packer
[Sayre], Cayuga Medical Center, Lourdes, UHS [Wilson and Binghamton
General], VA Hospital in Bath and Clinic in Binghamton, Greater Binghamton
Health Center, proposed future Clinical Campus of Upstate Medical Center, etc).

Sep 3, 2011 4:12 PM

28 Our People!!!! Sep 3, 2011 10:41 AM

29 skilled workforce Sep 2, 2011 4:24 PM

30 agricultural leadership Sep 2, 2011 12:11 PM

31 College town atmosphere - cultural centers. Sep 2, 2011 12:18 AM

32 theryre not yours to list.. so its irrelevant. Sep 1, 2011 7:55 PM

33 Multinational corporations can no longer be considered valid local citizens.
Those days are over. Anyone who says otherwise is looking for a tax break...

Sep 1, 2011 7:54 PM

34 Small towns are great places to raise families. Libraries provide regional
resources to small towns and multiple the value of tax investment. Hard workers,
committed to the region

Sep 1, 2011 6:10 PM

35 again the need for housing rehab funds Sep 1, 2011 3:51 PM

36 Art communities.  Need to develop Art Trails like the wine trails and cheese
trails.  Canoe races on our lovely rivers.

Sep 1, 2011 2:04 PM

37 PASS GAS!!! Sep 1, 2011 11:52 AM

38 Only sustainable, environmentally responsible  development. Sep 1, 2011 10:21 AM

39 Re-develpement of local manufacturing capabilities which traditionally has
provided the jobs and quality of life valued in the Southern Tier

Sep 1, 2011 6:56 AM

40 A comment on the format of the survey, w/in each bullet point a few examples
are provided, as suggestions, it's reasonable to assume that participants may
agree w/ one or two (eg high level of corporate research), yet disagree w/ large
international technology base.  Response should be more discrete, makes it
hard to feel strongly about the topic.

Aug 31, 2011 3:59 PM

41 Tioga downs possible draw of people and more businesses. Construction of a
hotel and business center, lease space to business because of the amount of
people there. Develop a Waterloo outlet mall? People travel 1-2 hours to go
there.

Aug 31, 2011 11:06 AM

42 Stated again! The real work is helping the many exisitng unique, novel small
businesses to have a more econmoicall freindly environment to survive and
grow!

Aug 30, 2011 3:41 PM

43 Our agricultural land base which will be increasingly valuable as food and energy
prices rise. We will be buffered economically if we protect our land and water for
the sake of food and energy security. Local food will increasingly contribute to a
reasonable cost of living.

Aug 30, 2011 2:26 PM
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44 People who know and care about each other--who can work well together, Aug 30, 2011 1:28 PM

45 We have lots of distribution centers - Best Buy, CVS, Kohl's, Wal-Mart. Aug 29, 2011 9:57 PM

46 AS I mnetioned, build srong public schools, use that as a base, then expand to
the colleges, then make sure you have jobs availble for the grads. I have 3
children with various college degrees including masters, and they all are moving
out of state due to lack of opportunity.

Aug 29, 2011 7:39 PM

47 NYS has many stable economies, food, recreation, history, farming, wineries,
fine educational institutions, bucolic scenery once rivaled only by those beautiful
hills and quiet of Pa.   That no longer exists for Pennsylvanians living with the
choice their gov., Gov. Rendel who's name will go down in history as the gov.
who fatally wounded the entire state.

Aug 29, 2011 3:56 PM

48 Proximitry to NYC for resources that can be grown'raised or mined in the area. Aug 29, 2011 10:53 AM

49 We need to avoid designing a regional economy that serves only wealthy people
(either as tourists or businesses).  That has never led to a stable and just
economy.  We must design a "modest economy" that meets people's needs
without compromising natural systems.  The wealthy never seem to be content
with a modest approach, and designing for them only leads to exploitation of
resources and other people.  We need a bottom-up approach that recognizes
our natural systems and our human community as our primary assets -- and
works to put people to work locally meeting each others' needs.  Our economic
development funds should be put to work strengthening the base of small
business entrepreneurs with a focus on food and energy security.  No money
should go to big business ventures - they can't be trusted to serve the interests
of regional residents and taxpayers.

Aug 29, 2011 1:35 AM

50 Land owner wealth and tax revenue from natural gas will be the catalyst for all
benefits.

Aug 28, 2011 11:15 PM

51 this is related to quality of life, but the strong local agriculture is a major asset Aug 28, 2011 10:16 PM

52 The Arts!  Music, theater, art, dance. Aug 28, 2011 9:11 PM

53 w ehave a lot of "heart" in thi sarea and the leadership has tight bonds but I am
dismayed at the lack of younger professionals involved in boards etc, we need to
grab the youth that we have and show themn we need them to cntribute as they
have the brains and the energy.

Aug 28, 2011 12:14 PM

54 FINGER LAKES SHOULD BE INTERNATIONALLY RENOWNED. Aug 26, 2011 10:28 PM

55 stop the ruination of our land by energy companies.. listen to "Paradise" by John
Prine.

Aug 26, 2011 10:08 PM

56 Arts & Culture:  With a strong commitment to the development of the visual and
performing arts and other intellectually stimulating cultural offerings, our
communities will draw and maintain a more interesting, diverse, educated and
upwardly mobile population.

Aug 26, 2011 9:24 PM

57 The high cost of education is a deterant. Many college graduates have student
loans that are close to the amount of mortgages.

Aug 26, 2011 7:33 PM

58 Strong local K-12 school systems exist in some communities and are a draw for Aug 26, 2011 5:14 PM
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potential businesses whose employees' families want a good education for their
children.

59 Our workforce may be somewhat better than in other parts of the country.  Not
sure about that -- but if so we should try to strengthen that advantage.  Certainly
we should work a lot harder at retaining and attracting younger workforce
especially the amazing talent that flows through the colleges and  universities.  A
small investment in workforce development and ED programs aimed at capturing
those brains could have high returns.

Aug 26, 2011 4:22 PM

60 High rate of volunteerism.
http://www.pressconnects.com/article/20110808/NEWS01/108080355/Bingham
ton-sees-high-volunteer-rate-N-Y-state-last-nation

Aug 26, 2011 3:53 PM

61 Once again you have not listed the arts!  Our performing arts venues, museums,
community arts centers, community arts activities, and artists are incredible
assets that contribute greatly to the wonderful quality of life we have in this
region.

Aug 26, 2011 2:36 PM

62 Natural gas drilling should be implimented as soon as possible.  Along with other
green energy projects.  We are not going to use less energy just different
methods of producing it.

Aug 26, 2011 12:50 PM

63 Finalize the SGEIS and start allowing hydrofracking / drilling. into the Utica and
Marcellus.

Aug 26, 2011 11:49 AM

64 Environmentally vital FARMING development, including crops, livestock,
fiber/fleece, dairy, and fuel source plants (corn, soy, and other crops discovered
to be a resource for clean fuel).  With all the farmland in our region, the evolution
of generations-old farms into those meeting the needs of modern day America
and the world is vitally important.

Aug 26, 2011 11:39 AM

65 We have an extensive network of nonprofit organizations in our region which can
play a vital role in economic development.  This includes organizations which
offer high quality affordable child care, social and recreational opportunities, arts
& cultural opportunities, job training, homeownership, etc.

Aug 25, 2011 9:53 PM

66 Cultural assets - The arts, neighborhood assemblies, local fairs, farmer's
markets, etc.

Aug 25, 2011 1:53 PM

67 Low congestion, 25 cents an hour to park at meters instead of $10 an hour.
"Bad traffic" here means having to wait for the red light twice.  I do not know the
statistics but I assume random crime is very low.  Medical care is reasonable.
The public schools are generally still good.

Aug 25, 2011 12:16 PM

68 The success of these regional councils depends on creating a vision for vibrant
communities for all people--young, poor, old, wealthy, middle-class, white, black.
That means investing in our urban cores, including villages, and retrofitting our
suburban developments to create walkable and livable places. It cannot be done
overnight. Quick fixes, such as natural gas, should be looked at with a skeptical
eye. After all, they said real estate was also a safe bet.

Aug 25, 2011 12:16 PM

69 Instead of always emphasizing industry, other sectors should be encouraged to
move to the state. Why not recruit the Amish, for example, to move to the state
as a way to further strengthen agriculture?

Aug 25, 2011 9:26 AM
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70 government and academia should just get out of the way - do not spend tax
dollars conducting such ridiculous surveys!

Aug 25, 2011 8:03 AM

71 We're in the Catskill Mountains.  A huge visual asset. Aug 25, 2011 7:27 AM

72 haven't gotten decision makers physically here to see what is available.
Communities highly resistant to any change.

Aug 25, 2011 6:27 AM

73 Excellent healthcare facilities, cultural entertainment, ethnic diversity, access to
highway system, rivers, abundance of clean water compared to other regions
that have inadequate supply of water.

Aug 25, 2011 12:43 AM

74 none Aug 24, 2011 8:58 PM

75 drill baby drill! Aug 24, 2011 8:07 PM

76 our people, our locally owned businesses, Aug 24, 2011 4:28 PM

77 Recreational opportunities and destiny shopping locations (like Bass Pro
Shoppes for Cayuga Co.), and chain restaurants (i.e Red Lobster, OliveGarden,
etc.)

Aug 24, 2011 2:10 PM

78 It is hard to posit additional assets that would offset the deficits, which are
generally applicable to NY State and the NE.

Aug 24, 2011 1:51 PM

79 no comment Aug 24, 2011 11:39 AM

80 If we are to come up with new and innovative approaches for sustainable
economic development in our region, we will need to support "social
entrepreneurship" in all its forms and scales. We have a number of creative and
hard-working individuals, organizations and businesses which are a vital
resource. If they are to innovate and succeed as part of a viable sustainable
economic development strategy, we will need to better support them.
Entrepreneurs depend on timely and relevant information, and social networking,
things that can be costly and time consuming, especially for small scale
enterprises. We need information and communications infrastructure which
supports these things, and catalyzes social entrepreneurship in our region.

Aug 24, 2011 11:33 AM

81 Low crime rate, community cohesiveness, good primary schools, Aug 24, 2011 8:49 AM

82 Spiritual communities Aug 24, 2011 12:49 AM

83 Potential diverse and well-educated work force that graduates and leaves. Aug 23, 2011 4:47 PM

84 Low crime rate, family oriented, decent (not great) schools Aug 23, 2011 3:53 PM

85 I would emphasize the abundant clean waterways and the scenic natural beauty,
both important to our existing industries.  Gas drilling would destroy both.

Aug 23, 2011 3:51 PM

86 Neighborliness, interdependence, willingness to help each other for the common
good

Aug 23, 2011 12:20 PM

87 Educated and experienced workforce. Aug 23, 2011 11:59 AM

88 Pocket of highly educated populations with the energy to make"local" work for
the benifit of everyone with the help of state funding.

Aug 23, 2011 10:45 AM
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89 ENERGY STORAGE / BATTERIES would change the paradigm completely, end
our dependency on OIL and GAS forever!!!!

Aug 23, 2011 9:32 AM

90 NYS has a highly evolved NFP community that can be a big part of the economic
development of low income families.

Aug 23, 2011 8:48 AM

91 City of Ithaca Aug 23, 2011 8:24 AM

92 Family Connects Magazine.. AND BCC Child center and our annual festivals Aug 22, 2011 9:25 PM

93 Needs to be a strong global and strong local emphasis, simultaneously. Aug 22, 2011 9:03 PM

94 INDEPENDENT Higher Education. Aug 22, 2011 8:49 PM

95 More jobs that pay more than a minimum wage.  In college towns, there is a glut
of students who will take those jobs, and often there are few higher-paying jobs,
even for those with skills or training.

Aug 22, 2011 8:20 PM

96 Our existing community centers-- urban core areas with their existing
infrastructure and architectural charm

Aug 22, 2011 6:27 PM

97 We have strong regional leadership in sustainability and relocalization, and could
do more to capitalize on this expertise.

Aug 22, 2011 4:18 PM

98 Knowledge workers especially in higher ed.  We've got lots of them who have no
work or are very underemployed.

Aug 22, 2011 3:59 PM

99 Many highly skilled people, farmers, educators, inventors. Aug 22, 2011 2:55 PM

100 What do I personally think are economic development assets here - the airport
(to travel in the US), the bus station (to get to JFK to travel international), the
interstates (to travel in NYS),  Route 17 (to get to Hudson Valley area).

Aug 22, 2011 2:49 PM

101 Clean water.  Lots of available agricultural land.  Generally good roads.  Many
recreational opportunites.

Aug 22, 2011 2:26 PM

102 Many, many exceptionally bright and well educated people. Aug 22, 2011 1:20 PM

103 Access to excellent healthcare, whether it is hospitals or physicians Aug 22, 2011 12:52 PM

104 Our historic downtowns, which create a sense of place rather than the generic
development that looks the same everywhere.

Aug 22, 2011 11:53 AM

105 We must have educated and qualified government employees who will
guarantee safe living habitat for all plants, animals and humans.  This is a basic
right.

Aug 22, 2011 11:51 AM

106 Urban blight, crime and drug use Aug 22, 2011 11:46 AM

107 Alternatives Federal Credit Union and its small business development
programs/microlending.  A tremendous sense of entrepreneurialism and a
higher-than-average level of small business ownership.

Aug 22, 2011 11:30 AM

108 Finger Lakes National Forest, Watkins Glen State Park, and all the other state
parks, the Finger Lakes Trail.

Aug 22, 2011 11:17 AM
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109 Because of the global climate changes, this region is often touted as a future
bread basket for the country. Our clean water supplies will enable the further
development of organic farms and other agricultural resources.

Aug 22, 2011 11:14 AM

110 1.  I would broaden education to be applicable to all levels.  We want to be the
destination of families who want their families to receive the best education in the
country in order to prosper in a very competitive environment.  We want to be
known as the area that can provide education needs for a very dynamic market
where skills are changing drastically.  We want to be known as an area that can
package a training program for a new business overnight.  2.  I would begin to
instill volunteerism as key success factor.  We measure ok now but we have a
ways to go.  The large part of the success of this program and our quality of life
in general depend on volunteers.

Aug 22, 2011 11:12 AM

111 Cultural institutions (theater companies, musical groups, dance companies and
festivals) and venues both within the colleges and universities and independent.

Aug 22, 2011 10:55 AM

112 Improving the government and regulatory environment (by consolidation and
streamlining) could be seen as a new regional asset that is attractive to
businesses.

Aug 22, 2011 9:56 AM

113 "Develope" along the rivers - these are ideal places for walking and having
specialty shop, restaurtents and beauty.  Look at Sidney Australia and the tourist
and local benefits along the river there

Aug 22, 2011 9:34 AM

114 NYS SHOULD NOT HAVE DEAD LAKES. CLEAN UP THE ENVIRONMENT
AND YOU WILL CLEAN UP THE MINDSET OF VOTERS AND POLITICIANS.

Aug 22, 2011 9:17 AM

115 Availability of inexpensive land for business development needs. Aug 22, 2011 9:07 AM

116 well you probably realize that fracking is my biggest nightmare.  i have a home
and business here and stand to lose both if fracking comes when permits are
issued.  i will have to leave or stay be subject to who knows what in terms of
poisons and certainly my whole life will be altered.  why are even thinking of
doing this to us?

Aug 22, 2011 8:47 AM

117 Agriculture including fruit. Water. Swimming and sports. People who care and
don't want to pollute anymore. We will stop you.

Aug 22, 2011 6:50 AM

118 Local farms, local  businesses Aug 22, 2011 12:18 AM

119 Agricultural land and water available for increased investment in organic food
production. The demand for organic products is huge, especially downstate. This
is how we support our farmers - by investing in local production and marketing it.

Aug 21, 2011 10:49 PM

120 A strong housing increase in Susquehanna County. Aug 21, 2011 10:18 PM

121 Proximity to major urban centers - NYC and Philadelphia Aug 21, 2011 7:28 PM

122 Unlike much of America, the Southern Tier  has many communities that are
actually growing stronger and healthier. People know their neighbors, they buy
each other's goods and services, and volunteerism is high. We need to continue
to strengthen our communities and neighborhoods.

Aug 21, 2011 7:18 PM

123 take advantage of the senior citizen experiences of years gone by, so mistakes
are not re-peated or extended to the future generations.

Aug 21, 2011 6:02 PM
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124 ample clean water, clean air Aug 21, 2011 4:13 PM

125 The people who live here -our work ethic, and our ability to resist the temptation
of easy money in exchange for the destruction of our way of life.

Aug 21, 2011 3:32 PM

126 We have high level of quality in medical, educational and social services.  Also
low crime, excellent parks, high volunteerism, and family attractions.  My son
played ice hockey and baseball all over the state in public rinks and parks, all
supported by civic-minded parents.

Aug 21, 2011 2:23 PM

127 Arts - music, fine art, theater.  I have nothing to do with any of these except as
an audience member, but they certainly have a lot to do with quality of life and
attracting/retaining a highly educated work force, and create their own economic
benefit.  A vibrant arts community tells people that this is a creative and thriving
community.

Aug 21, 2011 1:20 PM

128 Historic New York: destination sites such as the HRV, New York as a birthplace
of American culture & architecture, parks & visitor centers, etc

Aug 21, 2011 8:54 AM

129 Kopernik Observatory is an under-utilized asset. There should be bus trips from
Cornell and Elmira College every Friday and Saturday night. The Binghamton
Zoo is another underutilized resource; it should be full of BU students every
Saturday and Sunday in September and October and April and May and other
colleges as well. These are affordable activities that don't involve drinking.

Aug 20, 2011 11:18 AM

130 I thin the best thing we can do at this point is have the government get into the
manufacturing business to create green jobs. Take any profit and reinvest. It
could become self sustaining if done correclty.

Aug 20, 2011 10:58 AM

131 Clean air, clean water, rich, unpollluted soil, beautiful mountains, lakes, creeks,
wonderful people who don't understand how their health and resources are on
the auction block.

Aug 20, 2011 12:26 AM

132 We need to bring the gas companies in for the revenue. They will take some of
the burden off tax payers, and help land owners pay their property taxes. Help
ones like us laid-off to pay our bills, and not lose our home.

Aug 19, 2011 10:39 PM

133 There is more going on with agriculture than most people realize. There are
more opportunities for packaging, distribution, and marketing (E.g., Raymond
Hadley Corp., Spencer, NY).

Aug 19, 2011 9:57 PM

Page 6, Q1.  <b>High Taxes:</b>  This includes property, corporate, income, local/state, UI, Workers
Compensation taxes.

1 I cannot speak for businesses. My own taxes are not excessive. My town
provides good services.

Sep 15, 2011 11:54 PM

2 We have high taxes combined with low wages, no jobs, poor services of every
kind: the worst of all possible worlds. High taxes alone are not the problem.

Sep 15, 2011 11:37 PM

3 But a tax cap, without the state taking on some of the  burden of unfunded
mandates, will only hurt us. We especially need to make sure that our schools

Sep 15, 2011 10:06 PM
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are among the best in the country.

4 This is driving people, probably me before long, from the state. Sep 15, 2011 5:41 PM

5 We should tax the income, not the property. Taxes should be progressive. Sep 15, 2011 2:32 PM

6 crushing growth Sep 15, 2011 1:09 PM

7 Workers compensation is a killer cost for many small businesses. Sep 15, 2011 12:44 PM

8 This is the #1 obstacle to growth in our region Sep 15, 2011 10:12 AM

9 Even though I agree, higher local taxes, above the 2 percent tax cap are needed
in many of our municipalities including the City of Corning, where roads are
crumbling and where city elected officials are preparing to jeopardize the local
drinking water supply to service out-of-state natural gas hydrofracking concerns -
a serious mistake that will likely do severe damage to our long term economic
prospects in NY and Penn.

Sep 14, 2011 5:50 PM

10 BUT this is an artifact of being in NY....we in upstate support the expense of
having the largest city in the world...NYC.  We have to make the most of our
investment in NYC.

Sep 14, 2011 12:22 PM

11 It's not the taxes but how the revenue is spent that's gone awry. Sep 13, 2011 11:38 PM

12 Answered previously Sep 13, 2011 8:26 PM

13 the surtax on the wealthiest New Yorkers must be restored. Corporate taxes
must be increased to decrease property taxes

Sep 13, 2011 5:43 PM

14 Worker comp rules are prohibitive, property taxes are excessive, the state
budget situation is reprehensible. But they can mandate and somehow fund
ventures like this.

Sep 13, 2011 5:16 PM

15 Look at Texas. Sep 13, 2011 5:04 PM

16 Property taxes are my only complaint, really. Sep 13, 2011 12:58 PM

17 Property taxes are too high.Flat tax on retail products might be better. The more
you can afford to buy, the more you are taxed. High taxes on SUV's that don't
have a good fuel efficiency or homes over a certain square footage................

Sep 13, 2011 11:26 AM

18 What does it cost to run the government? Sep 13, 2011 11:03 AM

19 This a no brainer . What we have the 2nd highest in the country or are we at the
top now.

Sep 13, 2011 12:36 AM

20 Everyone talks about high taxes, but they don't talk about what public services
they would like to do without. An area with high taxes but with excellent roads,
schools, etc. is more likely to attract a talented workforce than is an area with low
taxes, bad roads, limited recreational facilities, bad schools, etc.

Sep 12, 2011 3:18 PM

21 Most of us outwardly express that we live here "in spite of" the taxes.  And that
almost anywhere else would be a better place to live in regard to taxes.

Sep 12, 2011 8:19 AM
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22 I don't run a business so am not in a position to comment. Sep 11, 2011 10:48 PM

23 mentioned previously.  Schookl taxes are expecially onerous. Sep 10, 2011 6:09 PM

24 The tax structure is a great burden to small businesses and individuals with no
"shelters".  It needs total revision. Warren Buffet is absolutely right.  It needs
revision so  "off-shore" money" has no advantage in the political process and big
money pays their fair share.

Sep 10, 2011 3:11 PM

25 Can't have a healthy society in the long term without paying for it. But take it
from those of us who can afford it!

Sep 8, 2011 5:06 PM

26 Already commented on this - it's all relative to what people want for their tax
money. If we are going to have a good educational system and healthcare, we
have to pay for it. All of society is better if we are educated and healthy. It's a no
brainer.

Sep 8, 2011 4:38 PM

27 Takes are too high period for people or businesses.  That is why NY is losing.
The tax cap didn't go far enough.

Sep 8, 2011 3:53 PM

28 Property taxes do hurt but the benefits outweigh them. Sep 8, 2011 3:40 PM

29 If high taxes provide good public schools, well maintained roads, and community
resources the costs are acceptable.

Sep 8, 2011 3:12 PM

30 No free rides. Sep 8, 2011 1:29 PM

31 No Higher taxes. Sep 8, 2011 1:01 PM

32 why does the question say "high taxes" instead of just "taxes"?? The ? is loaded.
Our property taxes are high and skewed against low and middle-class families
because the rich are not paying their fair share at the state (and federal) income
tax level. Everyone's seen recent news stories about corporations not paying
any taxes, while getting subsidized by state and federal gov't and shipping jobs
overseas. The share of corporate tax revenue as a % of GDP is at an all-time
low.  Also see previous comments about taxes.

Sep 8, 2011 12:45 PM

33 The tax problem is that some taxes are too high (property taxes on ordinary
homes, sales taxes on ordinary purchases) while other taxes are too low
(income taxes on very high incomes, windfall profits, unearned income in
general).

Sep 8, 2011 11:17 AM

34 Critical issue in light of rising costs of employing people; benefits. Sep 8, 2011 7:44 AM

35 Again, please tax big business and the wealthy. Give lower and middle class
families a break.

Sep 7, 2011 1:42 PM

36 Some taxes make sense -- depends how the public money is used.  Higher
taxes for those who pay little is a good idea.  Higher property taxes is a burden.

Sep 7, 2011 11:48 AM

37 Because of the high costs of doing business, I am not competitive in the national
market place - even for agricultural products.

Sep 6, 2011 7:52 PM

38 Yes of course taxes are inter-regional and state-wide. Sep 6, 2011 6:32 PM
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39 These are significant but the tax structure should be revamped so that the most
privileged pay mroe in taxes.

Sep 6, 2011 2:59 PM

40 If I had really looked at the situation with NYS taxes, I'd have not chosen to
move here.

Sep 6, 2011 9:43 AM

41 Lowering taxes and stopping hydrofracking are the two most important things we
can do.  NY simply must stop being the highest taxes state.

Sep 5, 2011 9:55 PM

42 Highr taxes are absolutely not the answer. Small govt and regs are. Sep 5, 2011 1:11 PM

43 Problems with sharply increased pention funding for schools and local
governments have been problematic for local taxation.

Sep 5, 2011 3:57 AM

44 New York taxes are high; services uneven. The over-reliance on property taxes
is a serious part of the problem.

Sep 5, 2011 1:27 AM

45 We are over taxed. Sep 4, 2011 9:14 PM

46 In this "group of section"? Huh?  "High" taxes only means we are not getting
what we expect from our tax contribution. That is because we are not involved,
not because we are paying too much. Most people have no idea of the lack of
taxation on corporate profits, or of how their interests are being pushed aside in
back channel corporate deals with legislators.

Sep 4, 2011 8:57 PM

47 What is TN and FL doing that we aren't?  How come they don't have high
income taxes and high property taxes?  I'd like NY to be a state that doesn't tax
any retirement benefits at all.  My brother has a house in Knoxville, TN that is so
big he has two perpendicular staircases.  His property taxes are $380 per year.
He pays no income tax on his 401K.  We need to copy THEM!

Sep 3, 2011 10:30 PM

48 The TAXES are TERRIBLE. I hate hate hate NYS taxes. Sep 3, 2011 9:02 PM

49 New York is taxed to death on everything. How many have to leave before
someone gets it?????How many must lose homes and businesses?

Sep 3, 2011 8:51 PM

50 Unless all sections are responsible and share in fair contributions, our society
will not change.

Sep 3, 2011 7:57 PM

51 Bring them down.  They will come.  And stay. Sep 3, 2011 2:37 PM

52 The problems are not high taxes per se but the fact that the income tax burden is
not shared equitably by high income and high wealth individuals and
corporations. This task force should demand a more progressive income tax
structure which results in high wealth individuals and corporations bearing the
kind of tax burden they paid in the 1970's. To the same effect is the excusing of
high revenue "non-profits" such as Cornell from paying property taxes or taxes
on its revenue from consulting contracts. This task force should demand an
equitable tax burden to address this matter.

Sep 3, 2011 11:19 AM

53 Reasonable taxation rates rather than gouging and deep harvesting of smaller
tax base, depend on a robust exchange system that enhances local circulation of
monies at mulitple, regional points. High unemployment inhibits this, the housing
debaucle inhibits this. Municipalities etc. raising taxes and providing fewer
services while laying off more workers is a devestating self-perpetuating

Sep 3, 2011 10:52 AM
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downward cycle that will end in bankruptcy.

54 NYS income and property taxes are among the highest in the nation.  This will
(and is) choking growth and inhibiting influx of economically valuable people and
businesses.

Sep 3, 2011 8:06 AM

55 High taxes make it difficult for property owners and businesses alike. Sep 2, 2011 3:37 PM

56 Taxes solve very little, high taxes are the death of an innovative and vibrant
society.

Sep 2, 2011 3:00 PM

57 Results in all kinds of expensive, time-sucking, poorly designed and executed
tax incentive programs to mitigate that absolutely waste our tax dollars.  Lower
the friggin taxes, subsidize financing for capital assets that create jobs.

Sep 2, 2011 2:02 PM

58 tax rates and over regulation is running business out of new york Sep 2, 2011 10:06 AM

59 NY taxes together with "fees" make NY the highest taxed state.  People just
want to leave, not come.

Sep 2, 2011 7:32 AM

60 NYS has provided a high level of public services compared to other states, but at
a high cost.   Services need to scale back to sustainable levels, and if the state
mandates it, the state should pay for it.

Sep 1, 2011 10:13 PM

61 Are these  state-level issues - yes, to some degree. However the state should
not interfere with the ability of citizens to make local decisions regarding services
they want and the taxes needed to fund those services.

Sep 1, 2011 6:26 PM

62 While I realize that for many people taxes are a viewed as a negative aspect of
living in New York State, I believe that one must expect to pay taxes if one wants
to live in a civilized society with those who have the most helping those who
have the least.

Sep 1, 2011 4:07 PM

63 to many political areas Sep 1, 2011 3:54 PM

64 Problem - property taxes, state income taxes (need a surcharge on the very
wealthy) Not a problem - Workmen's Comp and UI taxes

Sep 1, 2011 2:11 PM

65 WE DON'T HAVE ENOUGH POPULATION OR INDUSTRY TO OFF SET THE
PROPERTY TAXES.  GET GAS DRILLING NOW IN NEW YORK STATE.

Sep 1, 2011 1:36 PM

66 Taxes are too high. Sep 1, 2011 12:20 PM

67 natural gas increases our tax base with NEW CREATED wealth not just shifting
the burden! Seniors and others on fixed income cannot maintain their homes
with ever increasing taxes, so adding to the tax base will alleviate the burden

Sep 1, 2011 11:59 AM

68 We are weak and throw the baby out with the bathwater. We give away
incentives like they are ours to give away.. Look at the results.

Sep 1, 2011 11:14 AM

69 We need to make our State tax code more progressive.  The wealthy should be
in a permanent higher tax bracket.  The State should assume all of Medicaid
costs and institute a circuit-braker with a so-call ed tax cap, or, preferably, no tax
at all.  It's bad policy.

Sep 1, 2011 10:49 AM
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70 Much too high. Let people keep the money they earn. It's the people's money
and not the government's money. The state needs to do less with less.

Sep 1, 2011 8:57 AM

71 This is more a matter of perception than actuality. Taxes are one part of
business, balanced by low cost of labor, property, space and other factors.

Sep 1, 2011 8:26 AM

72 Very negative impact on all assets of the community. Sep 1, 2011 7:43 AM

73 Particularly property taxes which are based on the 18th century concept of land
being wealth. It has destroyed retirement opportunities in NYS.

Sep 1, 2011 7:02 AM

74 High taxes are a hindrance, and if we had universal health care that would help
more than lowering business taxes.

Aug 31, 2011 3:16 PM

75 especially property taxes. Aug 31, 2011 1:42 PM

76 Taxes are too high, too many subsidies are in place and too many entitlements
exist. The state must lower the tax burden on businesses. This will attrack more
business which will generate more tax income. Then the state can eliminated
subsidies and each business can stand on its own. Finally the state must reduce
entitlements by whatever means possible.

Aug 31, 2011 9:54 AM

77 The problem is that income taxes are too low for rich individuals and
corporations, and property taxes are too high for working class and retired
homeowners. The term "high taxes" should be replaced with "unfair taxes". We
need to restructure our taxing systems for more equity and investing in things
that matter most - education, wellness, clean energy, our environment and not
pay for weapons, war, industrial agriculture, executive bonuses for the financial
industry, etc.

Aug 31, 2011 2:14 AM

78 If people want the services thee must be taxes to fund the programs Aug 30, 2011 10:13 PM

79 It should first be decided what is too high and what are the taxes used for.  Can
we do without schools- how about roads? Teachers or a police force? Sanitation
workers?  It takes money to provide these things.  If PA wants to sell itself to the
lowest bidder does NY need to follow?   Do I want lower property taxes-yes.  But
I also want a good education for my children and I’m willing to work for it and pay
my taxes.  We need to set the bar higher not lower.

Aug 30, 2011 4:18 PM

80 It's oppressive! Aug 30, 2011 3:46 PM

81 somewhat Aug 30, 2011 2:46 PM

82 Taxes are what we pay for civilization. I do agree that tax dollars must be spent
more wisely, in ways that support business by reducing energy and health care
costs, and which help them attract the best employees with appropriate training.

Aug 30, 2011 2:45 PM

83 We need to reduce the impact of unfunded State mandates to local
governments. In Tompkins County 88% of the County's budget goes to
programs State-mandated programs!  This means our seniors and poor are
funding through property taxes programs that should be funded by the wealthy if
we had a progressive income tax and revenue sharing with local governments.
The State must drastically increase it's local revenue sharing to support local
governments and repeal the property tax cap.

Aug 30, 2011 1:39 PM
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84 Every survey puts NY taxes at the top or near the top!! Aug 30, 2011 1:09 PM

85 Need to have those with resources picking up their share of burden Aug 30, 2011 11:26 AM

86 Our children cannot live in this state.  They move to where they can get a job. Aug 30, 2011 10:17 AM

87 I know how tough is is for a resident, i would hate to think what is is doing for
business.

Aug 30, 2011 10:11 AM

88 According to one news outlet, over 1.5 million residents have left New York State
over the past few years due primarily to the cost of living here.  Our taxes do not
provide us with more services than other states, rather the opposite.   My
property taxes alone take almost three months of salary to pay for.  For what -
only the basics that every home owner in the country gets.

Aug 29, 2011 10:15 PM

89 NYS is disfunctional when it comes to state government. Aug 29, 2011 7:46 PM

90 people are being taxed out of the homes they have been living in and paying on
for decades only to have it all wiped out by their inability to pay unreasonable
taxes. Stop taxing old people, start taxing the wealthiest and give New York a
chance to thrive. If people have more money they spend it

Aug 29, 2011 4:03 PM

91 But if you want to make an omlette, you have to break some eggs.  In other
words, you get what you pay for.  Services cost money.  Period.

Aug 29, 2011 8:47 AM

92 we must becomemore business friendly Aug 29, 2011 8:24 AM

93 The wealthy can easily pay more tax.  Nobody is buying the argument that not
taxing them leads to job creation.  Their track record is the opposite of that.

Aug 29, 2011 1:49 AM

94 This is a red herring.  If a company wants a healthy and robust community in
which to operate, the bills must be paid.  Economic welfare to the business
community has become a way of life that all communities should reject.  The
cost of fire protection, traffic, and other industry needs should be supported by
those who require them.

Aug 28, 2011 10:27 PM

95 Too high. Strangling any opportunity both personal and statewide. Aug 28, 2011 10:05 PM

96 I never minded taxes.  There is a reason NYS has excellent roads, signage,
schools.  However, the upper level earners and businesses must pay their fair
share.  We need revenue and there should be no loopholes.

Aug 28, 2011 9:26 PM

97 We have high quality services and schools; we should not complain about those
taxes.  Workers comp could be reined in by having a single payer national
medical plan and eliminating for profit medical insurance companies.

Aug 28, 2011 9:10 PM

98 You need a "Strongly, Strongly, Strongly Agree" category. Aug 28, 2011 4:15 PM

99 Wiser use of taxes andr ework pension plans so the taxpayers aren't drained of
capital.

Aug 28, 2011 2:10 PM

100 They are way too high especially property taxes. Aug 28, 2011 1:41 PM

101 I've said it all before. The biggest driver I see to property taxes is school taxes,
followed by county. Not sure what the other taxes that businesses must pay.

Aug 28, 2011 12:31 PM
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102 Worker's comp costs have me eyeing PA. This has to be fixed! Aug 28, 2011 12:25 PM

103 My house is for sale thanks to high taxes. Need I say more? Aug 28, 2011 11:59 AM

104 A big negative Aug 27, 2011 10:31 PM

105 Too much of upstate tax money is used to support NYC. We have high taxes
and nothing appreciable to show for it.

Aug 27, 2011 8:53 PM

106 Taxes on people are too high. Aug 27, 2011 3:15 PM

107 Property taxes make this area unaffordable for the middle class Aug 27, 2011 1:20 PM

108 Businesses have left NY for years due to the high cost of doing business.  We
need to examine our budget and develop programs that cost effectively address
the needs of the state while at the same reducing tax rates  and expenditures.
Workfare instead of Welfare would be a step in the right direction. There are
numerous productive tasks that could be accomplished by even the least skilled.
Reduce free rides and increase expectations of  responsibility for self.

Aug 27, 2011 9:32 AM

109 We do have high taxes but it would be ok if it were spent without waste.  You
have to pay to live in a beautiful place like to one we live in.

Aug 27, 2011 8:40 AM

110 Yes, but again, whose taxes are too high?  Mine or Mead's?  We need to be
cutting the fat that sits behind a desk in Albany and raising the taxes on the
corporate megaliths.

Aug 27, 2011 8:37 AM

111 THE PENDULUM MUST SWING BACK NOW. PENSION REFORM, MANDATE
REFORM. AND LIABILITY REFORM.

Aug 26, 2011 10:34 PM

112 you want our taxes to go to you. Aug 26, 2011 10:17 PM

113 Property taxes are too high.  Corporations should pay their fair share.  Heavy
fines are essential for heavy industry that endanger our communities.  Fines
should be significant enough not to be considered the cost of doing business.

Aug 26, 2011 9:38 PM

114 We are SO far beyond the point of no return that it isn't really worth discussing. Aug 26, 2011 8:45 PM

115 its a boot on the neck of every small business in upstate ny. There will never be
any growth with high taxes. I have lived in ny my whole life. I love living here. But
the taxes are forcing me to shut my business and leave the state. its a crime
after while no one will be left to pay the bills

Aug 26, 2011 7:56 PM

116 The cost of doing business in NYS is very high. The cost of health insurance for
employees of small businesses (farms) as more than doubled in 10 years
without an increase in income to the farmer.

Aug 26, 2011 7:50 PM

117 Also, too much government makes too many taxes. Aug 26, 2011 7:42 PM

118 NY State has one of the highest tax rates in the nation, maybe the highest. Aug 26, 2011 7:24 PM

119 High taxes are one of the main reasons for "brain drain" Aug 26, 2011 6:43 PM

120 If all other factors are strong, businesses will come here and be successful. Aug 26, 2011 5:27 PM
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121 High taxes are unfairly levied on the working class. Those of the upper socio-
economic bracket are given breaks that lets them to continue avoid paying their
fair share of the taxation process.

Aug 26, 2011 5:14 PM

122 NYS is discouraging business, and with high taxes, driving our young people out. Aug 26, 2011 5:04 PM

123 The Southern Tier's high taxes are significantly affected by its population drain
and flight of the urban populations into the suburbs; "sprawl without growth."

Aug 26, 2011 3:52 PM

124 ONly to the extent that this is New York State's reputation and we have been
beaten up for it for so long. I think the issue really is fairness -- taxes are how we
get good schools, but that situation has become very unfair.

Aug 26, 2011 3:50 PM

125 High taxes keeps businesses away! Aug 26, 2011 3:32 PM

126 Taxes are killing homeowners and businesses Aug 26, 2011 2:41 PM

127 Would lower taxes be worth putting my kids through the school system in
Mississippi?  No.

Aug 26, 2011 2:37 PM

128 Spending and taxes must be reduced. Aug 26, 2011 2:21 PM

129 They're just killing us... Aug 26, 2011 2:08 PM

130 Sales, property, and state income tax all discourage economic development. Aug 26, 2011 1:47 PM

131 We need to tax large corporations out of existence, and encourage small
businesses, less than 100 employees.

Aug 26, 2011 1:20 PM

132 For too long this state has had a much to high cost of living and doing business
here.  The main reason why my family is looking to relocate elsewhere.

Aug 26, 2011 12:58 PM

133 This effects people who live here more than businesses Aug 26, 2011 12:15 PM

134 The only way to help with taxes will be to add Natural Gas developement to our
economic portfolio.

Aug 26, 2011 11:22 AM

135 All of the it high tax items mentioned are of major concern. Aug 26, 2011 10:50 AM

136 SCHOOL TAXES KILLING THE economic GROWTH. Aug 26, 2011 10:37 AM

137 Taxes are killing us! We have some of the highest tax rates in the US. Aug 26, 2011 10:34 AM

138 While we would love to pay less taxes, they are fair compared to other more
affluent areas, and our focus should be to put our resources on economic
development.

Aug 26, 2011 9:53 AM

139 This is probably the greatest deterrent to both individuals and business in NY.
Will I stay in retirement - that is questionable. Would I consider locating my
business in NY? probably not.

Aug 26, 2011 9:52 AM

140 We must cut all taxes and fees and make it easier for all business to operate.
We must lower the sales tax to 5% and have no sales tax on clothing.

Aug 26, 2011 9:50 AM

141 Higher taxes on the rich are necessary. Aug 26, 2011 9:37 AM
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142 Taxing should be progressively enforced and strongly so. Aug 26, 2011 9:31 AM

143 NY is one of the most highly taxed states in the united states, and this causes
lack of opportunity for business development.

Aug 26, 2011 9:28 AM

144 Hard to say when they are lumped all together.  I think some are high, some are
low.

Aug 26, 2011 9:22 AM

145 Why do you think Jobs go overseas,Taxbreaks Aug 26, 2011 9:04 AM

146 Applies to very small businesses and property taxes for small business and
individuals.  Corporate has too many loopholes and incentives to be described
as "high".

Aug 26, 2011 9:00 AM

147 Property taxes are a problem, no experience with corporate taxes. Aug 26, 2011 8:52 AM

148 Property taxes are a real problem Aug 26, 2011 7:50 AM

149 Businesses are way over taxed. Smaller government would help reduce them. Aug 26, 2011 7:47 AM

150 We need to be stronger in weeding out the fraud in workers comp.And also
people committing fraud in the medicaid and welfare system.This will reduce
property taxes !

Aug 26, 2011 7:34 AM

151 NY taxes are so high they make it impossible to remain here after retiring. New
Yorkers are being forced to leave New York because of the high taxes,
especially school taxes.

Aug 26, 2011 7:22 AM

152 Policy to turn down run away spending and slightly cut or more important prevent
increased taxes for a few years will help. Employeers find themselves in a out of
control cost basis evolving from overpromised and underfunded benefits
packages. Industry saw it comming 10 years ago however public employers
were spend all they and and did not forecast or plan for the reality of a long term
soft economy.Many in prime earning potential years will be significantly be hurt
by this event.

Aug 25, 2011 10:09 PM

153 higher taxes drives away and stops bussiness from crossing the border INTO NY Aug 25, 2011 9:58 PM

154 I can't believe this is a question and you don't know the answer. Aug 25, 2011 9:50 PM

155 Taxes aren't being used wisely. Cut the public employee benefits. Aug 25, 2011 6:27 PM

156 Taxes are disproportionately visited upon the middle and lower classes. It is the
structure of our tax system which benefits the rich, corporations, and large non-
profits such as Cornell which is the problem not the amount of total taxes.

Aug 25, 2011 6:25 PM

157 With all taxation issues, I believe we need to look at who is being taxed what
with a strict measurement of the wealth, or lack thereof, of those taxed. I.e. those
with the means to pay increased taxes should be required to do so: those
without those menas, not.

Aug 25, 2011 5:44 PM

158 But how much can really be accomplished by reducing taxes without hurting
people and the environment?

Aug 25, 2011 5:28 PM

159 FAR too HIGH our taxs are.. Aug 25, 2011 4:44 PM
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160 Too many taxes, too much of my income gone, too little of it coming back to this
area.

Aug 25, 2011 3:08 PM

161 Many move out of the area - this includes families. Aug 25, 2011 2:53 PM

162 We continually hear the issue of HIGH taxes. We have to compete with foreign
countries that do not have our standards; that we have to accept. However, it is
far more troublesome in competing with other states that operate their
governments on a far lower cost. That relates to an advantage for employees
and employers,

Aug 25, 2011 2:49 PM

163 property taxes too high corporate taxes too low Aug 25, 2011 2:29 PM

164 High taxes due to pension plans are no longer tolerable for the residents of the
Southern Tier.  They are draining our finances.

Aug 25, 2011 12:48 PM

165 I think high taxes can be a deterrent to businesses and economic growth, but a
solution is two-fold: cut taxes where they may be redundant or exploitative, but
also take a hard look at where we are spending. We have created a built
environment that is too expansive for our population to sustain. Unfortunately,
we need to look regionally, just as our state agencies are being asked to do
statewide, on where we are squandering resources. In some cases, that could
be many layers of education administration for a small geographic area or
population. Maybe we are not able to continue repairing town roads in an area
that is sparsely populated. These are difficult discussions to have, but we must
start looking at these issues with clear eyes.

Aug 25, 2011 12:34 PM

166 Certainly state policies are relevant to tax rates locally. Aug 25, 2011 11:54 AM

167 Lower all taxes. Do it to help create jobs and the new jobs will take up the slack.
Can you tie job creation to lower taxes - in that order? Instead of lower taxes
then job creation.

Aug 25, 2011 10:45 AM

168 The state could develop guidelines for communities to follow in achieving fiscal
hygiene, such as reducing any earmarks that are frivolous and represent merely
pet projects.

Aug 25, 2011 9:29 AM

169 At least we aren't California. Aug 25, 2011 8:27 AM

170 We are taxed too much already but dont worry the tea party is going to help us in
2012

Aug 25, 2011 8:27 AM

171 I personally am near the end of my career.  Were I starting over again as a 21
yearold I can't conceive of doing so in NYS.

Aug 25, 2011 2:32 AM

172 Taxes are out of check with the rest of the country. Aug 24, 2011 10:38 PM

173 This is the biggest roadblock. Aug 24, 2011 9:59 PM

174 NY Natural gas will allieviate this problem by paying ad valorem tax on every
BTU

Aug 24, 2011 8:11 PM

175 See #2 below Aug 24, 2011 5:22 PM

176 The effect of the two-tier "Homestead Exemption" has been disastrous to the Aug 24, 2011 3:02 PM
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City of Binghamton.

177 Taxes are obviously a state-wide issue. Aug 24, 2011 2:54 PM

178 The taxes need to be reduced but so do the number of programs that they cover.
We need to strip NYS government back to the basics.  Government should
provide services that individuals can't do themselves and then foster and
environment that allows private business to provide the other services that
people want and need.

Aug 24, 2011 2:23 PM

179 Again, the taxes should be broken out separately or at least grouped in subsets
for an intelligent response.

Aug 24, 2011 1:58 PM

180 High taxes hinder everything this survey addresses. Aug 24, 2011 1:13 PM

181 The only taxes that are particulary high in NYS are school taxes.  Town and
County taxes are not that high when compared to the services that we receive.

Aug 24, 2011 12:14 PM

182 I did not choose an answer above--see comment  It is not so much a lack of
services as it is in developing appropriate infrastructure to support the unique
nature of the Southern Tier region.  Or any region, for that matter.  Most
important, is to focus on new, innovative ways at looking at infrastructure,
including transportation.  First, a look at existing residents, businesses, industry,
and other economical activity, including the environment is used as a starting
point.   Then a plan must be in developed that takes in a comprehensive look at
all the regions’ planned development.  This plan should be agreed upon by a
vote of the residents of each area.   Immediately following, a feasibility study
should be done to look at ways of attaining the goals of the comprehensive plan
for the region.  Energy consumption analysis, as it exists currently, and options
for lowering this consumption as well as tying in alternative energy sources
should be presented.  This may look like energy hubs that support specific
regions with planned growth that would be limited by the level of education of it’s
residents and by the plan for the region as it pertains to industry, business,
tourism, agriculture, hunting, fishing, etc.  These hubs of energy would include
planned growth at a certain level and top out for each region.  People would
gravitate to regions or hubs that support their life style, schools and work
requirements.  Not every region would offer the same opportunities and growth.

Aug 24, 2011 12:07 PM

183 As stated before:   High taxes - yes.  But lowering taxes without a parallel and
simultaneous commitment to improving regional wages, assuring the health and
well being of community members, commitment to strong, quality education
(including education beyond high school) and commitment to strong local
government and services will probably be a recipe for economic development
failure.

Aug 24, 2011 11:42 AM

184 If the taxes are high the companies can't aford to stay and move to tax free
incentive areas (KY)

Aug 24, 2011 10:51 AM

185 High degree!  not strongly agree. Aug 24, 2011 10:46 AM

186 This repeats a prior question? The property tax structure needs to be replaced
with some fairer structure.  End all tax breaks for corporations that off shore jobs
and profits.

Aug 24, 2011 10:39 AM

187 It is not the level of taxation overall but the distribution of taxes. High-income Aug 24, 2011 10:09 AM
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persons and high corporate profits should be taxed at higher rates to keep the
safety net intact and to provide adequate funds for infrastructure.

188 NYS governments need to explore lean development practices to reduce
costs/taxes  Stop the silly insurance mandates

Aug 24, 2011 8:57 AM

189 Where is the Progressive income tax which would tax those who can most afford
to pay?

Aug 24, 2011 8:12 AM

190 We are one of the highest taxes states.  Many businesses have left NY simply
because they can no longer afford the taxes and fees.

Aug 24, 2011 7:42 AM

191 Taxes in the southern tier are not as high as in other areas of the state. Aug 24, 2011 1:03 AM

192 Wealthiest citizens should be paying higher taxes. Aug 23, 2011 9:42 PM

193 meaning what?  when corporations start paying their fair share, the rest of us
may have lower taxes.  yes, that is an area of wider significance.

Aug 23, 2011 6:46 PM

194 I agree that NY taxes are too high but the fact is we need to cut our spending
and use our funding more efficiently.  Cut the loop holes and waste. Focus on
the UI, and workers comp. to make us more competitive first then property tax
relief. State taxes should be based primarily on income taxes for fairness. Again
nos cuts in taxes until we can afford too balanced budget period.

Aug 23, 2011 6:38 PM

195 As I said before, something has to be done about high property taxes and
whatever tax structure has caused the food processing industry to move out of
NY State.

Aug 23, 2011 5:22 PM

196 Mostly school taxes. Aug 23, 2011 5:04 PM

197 Higher taxes on wealthier people would benefit everyone. Single payer health
coverage not based on employment would relieve employers of a significant
financial burden.

Aug 23, 2011 4:54 PM

198 NYS is not employer or personal friendly leading many people to question why
we stay.

Aug 23, 2011 4:31 PM

199 The response should be "very important". The wording of this survey isn't the
best.

Aug 23, 2011 4:29 PM

200 Compensation for Middle and High School superintendents is too high Aug 23, 2011 3:23 PM

201 The property tax cap was a poor substitute  for rational policy and legislation. Aug 23, 2011 2:40 PM

202 Pay property, corporate, income, sales taxes. All are too high to do business in
NYS, or to live in a certain town now in the ST.

Aug 23, 2011 2:30 PM

203 Killing NYS growth and development!  I am thankful I started my small business
10+ years ago!

Aug 23, 2011 2:18 PM

204 Taxes are killing business and individuals.  HEalth insurance and taxes are
forcing us to leave NY when we retire.

Aug 23, 2011 1:54 PM

205 Loooking at PA., their cost to business is a lower than the same business in Aug 23, 2011 1:40 PM
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NYS.

206 Some taxes for some categories of people and businesses are high; some not
high enough. I support higher taxes on corporations and on the wealthiest
individuals.

Aug 23, 2011 1:14 PM

207 We depend on government to provide many essential services. Taxes should be
more equitable and less reliance should be placed on the most inequitable forms
of taxes such as sales and property taxes with tighter enforcement of income
taxes and elimination of loop holes for the wealthy.

Aug 23, 2011 12:55 PM

208 Taxes pay for services.  I used to work in the social service field, and our
services are much better than those in some other states.  We also have higher
expenses than some other states (e.g. not much snow plowing or frost heaved
roads in Arizona).  To the degree we can make public spending more efficinet,
we should.  However, I don't mind taxes that help create a more equitable
community.  The less inequality, the safer we are - to say nothing of the simple
moral value of each human being having the resources to live a decent life.

Aug 23, 2011 12:45 PM

209 But more impact upstate where there is decline as opposed to growth. Aug 23, 2011 12:16 PM

210 I so completely mistrust you for questions like this!  What does it mean to say
that high taxes are 'significant'?  Utterly inane.  You must intend to use this in a
predetermined manner and do not really want my opinion on whether taxes are
too high or too low!

Aug 23, 2011 12:15 PM

211 The taxes here are extremely high- and as the threat of drilling comes closer,
people are trying to get out while  their properties are still worth something. This
vicious cycle is only going to make taxes go higher and higher. Who, in their right
mind, is going to want to move into a toxic waste site- Remove the threat of this
scourge and perhaps people won't be running for their lives and we can. Move
schools and public buildings onto geo-thermal energy- it will create jobs, the
savings will be almost immediate and then taxes can be lowered.

Aug 23, 2011 12:10 PM

212 We have some of the highest costs in the country.  This needs to be looked at. Aug 23, 2011 11:38 AM

213 Until the state stops pushing back on municipalities, high taxes remain a
statewide issue that is exacerbated in small rural communities.

Aug 23, 2011 11:17 AM

214 Corporate taxes should not be clumpt with proberty taxes. They should be
paying more.

Aug 23, 2011 10:55 AM

215 This question lacks nuance and reflects the one-dimensional public discourse
that our nation suffers from.

Aug 23, 2011 10:49 AM

216 Again, being a strong state does not correlate with low taxes. And, the survey
question is badly constructed: what do you mean by "significance"?

Aug 23, 2011 10:41 AM

217 Focus should be on the ever increasing school taxes and reduction of corporate
taxes.

Aug 23, 2011 10:18 AM

218 Another loaded question. Unemployment insurance wouldn't be needed if the
companies didn't lay off workers. Property tax could be pegged to income as a
way of protecting homeowners on fixed income. Corporations get away with too
little taxes and have done so for far too long.

Aug 23, 2011 10:06 AM
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219 we are among the most taxed people in the country. Aug 23, 2011 10:03 AM

220 dump NYS Workers Comp - its corrupt. Tax the rich at 10% across the Board. Aug 23, 2011 8:56 AM

221 If most other states can do what NYS does for less taxes, why can't NYS? Aug 23, 2011 6:43 AM

222 How can you lump all these things together?  Taxes are too high on individuals,
too low on corporations and the rich. I would not mind the high taxes, if
government were doing a better job of protecting my health and the planet we
live on, instead of helping business and facilitating pollution.

Aug 23, 2011 1:21 AM

223 UI - ?? Aug 22, 2011 11:04 PM

224 Already spoke about this one. Aug 22, 2011 10:56 PM

225 LOWER ALL TAXES ACROSS THE BOARD. Aug 22, 2011 10:04 PM

226 Again, high tax rates are fine if the resources are targeted where needed. Aug 22, 2011 9:57 PM

227 Income tax--if you take in (I can't say earn) more than say $500,000 a year,  you
need to give back a lot, for the greater good. It's statewide and could start
downstate with Bloomberg.

Aug 22, 2011 9:45 PM

228 Although taxes are high, its all in how it comes back in appropriations Aug 22, 2011 9:32 PM

229 To what degree are these issues of significance?!  Perhaps we should be rating
significance on a scale of 1-5. Again, they should be taken individually.   This
survey seems almost worthless.

Aug 22, 2011 9:17 PM

230 New York State and this region is grossly over taxed. Aug 22, 2011 8:41 PM

231 I thought I answered this one already.  DO corporations pay high taxes?  If not,
maybe they should chip in their fair share.  Higher taxes in other areas can hurt
folks struggling to make ends meet.

Aug 22, 2011 8:27 PM

232 Our taxes are too high, but I wouldn't mind paying them if I knew they supported
local programs and didn't go to continuing the unfair, and unlevel playing field we
have created for large corporations.

Aug 22, 2011 7:09 PM

233 Taxes need to be raised on high-wealth individuals and corporations.  Taxes are
not too high!!!

Aug 22, 2011 6:17 PM

234 I believe the high quality of state services provided by our tax base justify the
higher cost.

Aug 22, 2011 6:11 PM

235 Why is a start-up regional council concerning itself with political issues.  Your job
is to foster the creation of jobs, not lobby special interests.

Aug 22, 2011 5:43 PM

236 High taxes are a significant detriment to area and residents Aug 22, 2011 5:23 PM

237 The 2% cap will force localities to trim services. We need the state to actually do
something more than talk about mandate relief!

Aug 22, 2011 4:39 PM

238 No Fracking Aug 22, 2011 3:34 PM
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239 You get what you pay for. Aug 22, 2011 3:26 PM

240 Combine and simplify the laws and regulations. Aug 22, 2011 3:17 PM

241 I would only object to the high taxes if the public services are inadequate. For the
taxes we pay in New York, we should have top-notch schools, out-of-this-world
public health facilities (especially needed in rural areas), etc. To the degree that
our taxes go to pay for nothing but bloated bureaucracies, they are too high.

Aug 22, 2011 3:04 PM

242 Local property taxes are becoming unaffordable for retirees and people making
average salaries.

Aug 22, 2011 3:04 PM

243 This is the primary reason I want to leave ASAP (when I retire from my job).  The
property taxes in particular are an affront to my intelligence.

Aug 22, 2011 2:49 PM

244 One of the highest in the nation  . . . Aug 22, 2011 2:38 PM

245 The high taxes NY residents pay are a long-standing issue that businesses and
families continue to struggle with.

Aug 22, 2011 2:31 PM

246 When you have 6 of the top 10 taxes counties in the country I think it's easy to
realize that we have a problem

Aug 22, 2011 2:21 PM

247 No one in the country wants to invest in Upstate because we tax people to
death.

Aug 22, 2011 1:37 PM

248 Taxes have nothing to do with what our government spends or uses to provide
services for us. Corprations do not pay taxes, we do the working class pays the
taxes, we should pay less in taxes and add the cost of the taxes to the products
we buy from corporations by making them pay taxes. We still pay taxes but it is
less in the long run.

Aug 22, 2011 1:36 PM

249 Largest barrier to economic development today Aug 22, 2011 1:25 PM

250 Taxes are a problem in this state! Aug 22, 2011 1:22 PM

251 Note:  Except for Income tax, I believe all the rest could be greatly alleviated by
Universal Health Care, removing school funding from property tax, and
appropriate regulatory reform.  It's not just about cutting taxes.  How do we
ensure that the needs of our citizens are met in a more fair, cost effective, and
productive way?

Aug 22, 2011 1:07 PM

252 Taxes/beauracracy in NY are burdensome. Aug 22, 2011 1:05 PM

253 Statewide significance. Aug 22, 2011 12:32 PM

254 Another horribly worded question that is anti-union, anti worker. It is biased to
put property taxes and UI/Workers' Comp taxes in the same question.

Aug 22, 2011 12:04 PM

255 Mandate higher taxes for the wealthy who can most afford to pay them. Aug 22, 2011 11:56 AM

256 Property taxes are too high. Corporate taxes are not high enough. Tax all
income progressively. UI & Workers compensation need to be protected and
expanded.

Aug 22, 2011 11:53 AM
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257 Taxes way too high and smaller rtural areas with no easy pull for taxes ensures
more moving out of area and state.

Aug 22, 2011 11:48 AM

258 It just isn't really so important to business location. Aug 22, 2011 11:45 AM

259 I'm not seeing the high taxes that everyone's complaining about. I've lived in
California with much higher local taxes.

Aug 22, 2011 11:43 AM

260 I am particularly concerned by your emphasis on Workers Comp and things like
that.  We need to treat our workers decently and not the way they are in many of
the southern states.  Our taxes are not all that high - in fact the efforts to lower
our taxes have resulted in a crumbling infrastructure that makes many of us
wonder if it is safe to use the bridges.

Aug 22, 2011 11:29 AM

261 See more earlier statement. This should be funded through a statewide tax. Aug 22, 2011 11:25 AM

262 Our taxes are high to be sure but so are the levels of service we get in NYS. I do
feel strongly that municipalities should be consolidated. We have too much
overlap and too many small municipalities.

Aug 22, 2011 11:24 AM

263 Workers Comp is OUT OF CONTROL - should go after the fraudulent claims
and prosecute

Aug 22, 2011 11:20 AM

264 High taxes are an issue for property owners, and small buisness owners all over
the state. Not sure of the question?

Aug 22, 2011 11:20 AM

265 taxs are not fair from one town to others. Aug 22, 2011 11:11 AM

266 No evidence that higher tax rates are a deterrence to business development. Aug 22, 2011 11:01 AM

267 Am not educated enough to figure this out but it is pro0blematic Aug 22, 2011 10:47 AM

268 Taxes mean services, but there is a tax on everything.  Need some controls. Aug 22, 2011 10:42 AM

269 we need to spend less on a state and local level...we are FORCED to live within
our means and yet govt. feels that as long as they can justify the "need" then
they are allowed to spend the money...wish we as a business could do that.
Maybe a few bounced checks would be GOOD for the govt.!

Aug 22, 2011 10:38 AM

270 People are leaving the state to live and work with more affordability. Aug 22, 2011 10:27 AM

271 Read wht I said about these in a formore comment./ Aug 22, 2011 10:25 AM

272 Though I am far less concerned about corporate taxes then I am personal taxes,
especially property taxes.

Aug 22, 2011 10:17 AM

273 I think the problem here is the disproportionate burden placed on the property
tax payer to fund programs that have no relationship to property, e.g,, medicaid
and social programs.

Aug 22, 2011 10:03 AM

274 Not sure. "Agree/Disagree" is not a good answer to "To what degree...?" Aug 22, 2011 10:02 AM

275 As previously indicated high taxes are not the problem. The problem is that
business and the wealthy do not pay their fair share!

Aug 22, 2011 9:56 AM
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276 Our excessive tax structure has driven businesses and people out of the state
and needs to be reversed.

Aug 22, 2011 9:53 AM

277 Need to make sure the taxes are put back into the community infrasture so
people can see where the tax money is going--better paved streets, better snow
clearing, tidiness of local parks, etc.

Aug 22, 2011 9:39 AM

278 NEW YORK HAS NEVER BEEN GOOD TO THE FARMERS OR IT's TAX
PAYERS.  BE MINDFUL WE ARE VOTING WITH OUR FEET AND LEAVING
THE STATE IN DROVES!!!!!!

Aug 22, 2011 9:32 AM

279 I think this issue is entirely overblown Aug 22, 2011 9:14 AM

280 TOO HIGH Aug 22, 2011 9:01 AM

281 Gov. Cupmo is on the right track.  Cap taxes. Consolidate and reduce gov't size
and regulation at ALL levels.

Aug 22, 2011 9:00 AM

282 taxes way too high, cut the giveaways and taxes will return to a normal level,
business will come back, regions will develop.  it's quite simple.

Aug 22, 2011 8:54 AM

283 Workers Compensation is a huge inhibitor of new businesses. Aug 22, 2011 8:43 AM

284 Gee, NYS keeps losing high-income taxpayers. Think that high taxes might have
something to do with that? Fewer high income taxpayers = lower tax revenues.

Aug 22, 2011 7:46 AM

285 What do you mean significance? This question is not put well. Of course taxes
are of sgnificance.....we all pay them.

Aug 22, 2011 6:58 AM

286 come on; taxes are always too high, everywhere Aug 22, 2011 1:21 AM

287 Reasonable taxes would not be a burden if the resulting lifestyle and safety net
provided were beneficial. Paying the current high state taxes is a burden when
we as citizens are being asked to carry the externalized costs of corporations.

Aug 21, 2011 11:15 PM

288 high taxes are significant in a negative way Aug 21, 2011 11:09 PM

289 Taxes are our source of revenue. High taxes are not the problem. Aug 21, 2011 10:35 PM

290 Move the buisnesses and homes to PA will solve this. Aug 21, 2011 10:28 PM

291 This is a canard.  Everyone would like to have lower taxes, but the reality is there
is no free lunch.  If you want to have strong governmental services,
transportation and quality of life you have to pay for it.  I have lived in a number
of areas in this country and I have not judged them by how much I was paying in
taxes.

Aug 21, 2011 10:24 PM

292 Must lower taxes.... Aug 21, 2011 10:11 PM

293 Taxes are necessary for civilization. I'd favor higher taxes to produce better
universal outcomes: universal medical and dental care, inexpensive college
education, and guaranteed retirement income.

Aug 21, 2011 9:57 PM

294 How can one click a single button for all of these different categories? Aug 21, 2011 7:52 PM
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295 Make large businesses/corporations pay more taxes. Aug 21, 2011 7:48 PM

296 Lets tax those that make over 200,000 more than others.   Why has no one ever
thought to cease the limit on Soc. Security tax, should be unlimited just like the
Medicare tax.

Aug 21, 2011 7:40 PM

297 Especially on a wider level, corporations must be prevented from harming public
health and well-being in their quests for profit. They must be held to account for
any damage they may do. The primary reason that taxes on people and small
businesses are so high is that the large corporations ( and the people who
control them) do not pay their fair share of taxes.

Aug 21, 2011 7:40 PM

298 Again why would you lump all taxes together? Property taxes are too high and
discourage good maintenance of property. State corporate and income taxes are
too low and are not progressive enough.   Again this questionaire seems to have
been written by people who were not thinking clearly. It's just a mish mash of
contradictory propositions all mixed together in almost all questions.

Aug 21, 2011 7:11 PM

299 What extras do we get for our higher taxes?  Don't understand it. Aug 21, 2011 6:59 PM

300 Lower taxes on low to middle income people and small buinesses. Do NOT
jeopardize schools, colleges/universities, social,physical and mental health
services, or assistance to municipalities in maintaining public works.

Aug 21, 2011 6:55 PM

301 So, here we are back to characterizing taxes as high.  What if this question
asked "Taxes to Support Economic Development"? or "Taxes to Support Quality
Low Cost Education?" or "Increased Tax Equity to Support Services to Rural
Areas?"  What do you expect people who think taxes should be higher, at least
on some undertaxed populations or regions, to check off - and how is that
different from what people who think high taxes are bad? How will you interpret
the results of this question. This comment applies to MANY of the questions on
this survey.

Aug 21, 2011 6:46 PM

302 I don't think anyone wants to pay into the government. The word on the street is
that government is wasteful, greedy, and ineffective. That said, look at all the
services it DOES provide. The truth is, no one wants to take on the role of
cleaning the gutters, fixing the plumbing - all the stuff that has to be done to live
in a civilization, so the government is relegated to that job. I think that taxes
paying for legislators to discuss what services need to be done is a statewide
waste. I think legislators get too many benefits, too much pay for the service they
provide. To the extent that taxes go to legislators, the Southern Tier's economy
is negatively affected.

Aug 21, 2011 6:08 PM

303 Our taxes are about right. They just must be used wisely. Aug 21, 2011 5:53 PM

304 We have to pay for the needed infrastructure somehow. Aug 21, 2011 3:41 PM

305 We do not receive much return investment for our high taxes; in fact, we seem to
be receiving reduced services for the high taxes. We must cut administrative
waste.

Aug 21, 2011 3:25 PM

306 Again, the current overall tax burden is quite low by historical standards. More
emphasis must be put on income taxes, especially increasing the rates on
higher-income individuals, to reduce property taxes.

Aug 21, 2011 2:49 PM
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307 If taxes are too high, some people move to other communities and commute, but
lose valuable services and add others costs.  Good and effective public services
aren't cheap, but they are worth paying for because the whole community
benefits.

Aug 21, 2011 2:43 PM

308 Taxes are not the problem by themselves.  If we get good value for our dollars -
good schools, good infrastructure, etc. -  then the community thrives.  I
personally don't think my local taxes are well used, and that is a problem.  And
tax give backs to induce large employers to locate here or to stay rarely seem to
work - they should be stopped absolutely.

Aug 21, 2011 1:31 PM

309 It appears that we pay high taxes, but again, I do not mind as long as everyone
is paying the same rate.

Aug 21, 2011 1:01 PM

310 We need higher state taxes to spread the state revenue from everyone in the
state... and no more unfunded state mandates so the state legislators can say
THEY haven't raised taxes in order to get re-elected....

Aug 21, 2011 11:33 AM

311 I believe the educational benefits, community servies, & many subsidies
provided to the NYS citizens warrant the taxes.

Aug 21, 2011 9:04 AM

312 it's more complicated than this. more the tax structure than the taxes. Aug 21, 2011 8:10 AM

313 Yes, as small business owners, we agree that taxes (particularly workers comp)
are nearly putting us out of business. But corporations that are making hefty
profits, should be paying their fair share.  There have been too many tax breaks
for corporations that go into the pockets of CEOs.

Aug 20, 2011 4:17 PM

314 Cut pensions and benefits to that of everyday citizens...big govt is a monster we
created and have to feed, kill it

Aug 20, 2011 2:15 PM

315 Taxes are truly hurting us.  We are especially losing those that are retired to
Florida where there is no income tax!  What about a federal sales tax - wouldn't
that even taxes out effectively and fairly.

Aug 20, 2011 12:16 PM

316 I owned a business for four years. Workers Compensation and Disability
Insurance were tough. So were other payroll taxes. But property taxes are the
worst.

Aug 20, 2011 11:32 AM

317 agree, We must lower taxes on federal, state, and local levels. Stop sending our
money to start wars, shrik our military, and stop the corporate welfare
giveaways.

Aug 20, 2011 11:25 AM

318 Tax the wealthy. If they leave, it is just as well. They leave, taking our jobs
anyway.

Aug 20, 2011 10:13 AM

319 NYS spends too much money on duplicative government services and
bureaucracy. Taxes could be lower if the government was more efficient.

Aug 20, 2011 9:12 AM

320 The purported high corporate taxes in NY State are balanced out by relatively
low personal taxes. If we provide a good place for workers to live and the
conditions--clean water, clean air, ample recreation opportunities, low food
costs--businesses will come, and most importantly, remain.

Aug 20, 2011 8:09 AM

321 This is a far more complex question than can be answered simply. Aug 20, 2011 12:35 AM
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322 We need to bring the gas companies in for the revenue. They will take some of
the burden off tax payers, and help land owners pay their property taxes. Help
ones like us laid-off to pay our bills, and not lose our home.

Aug 19, 2011 10:41 PM

323 Corporations must pay their taxes like all others recognized as persons by the
IRS - especially the multinationals that cleverly divert income internationally.
More taxes should be collected at point of sale, rather than through income taxes
(that can be too readily evaded by those most able to pay them).  Schools need
a different revenue stream than local tax base.

Aug 19, 2011 10:16 PM

324 This bears closer examination. We do not find all taxes equally onerous. The
sales and property taxes, for example, are harder on the poor and elderly than
others. Income tax is much less so.

Aug 19, 2011 10:11 PM

325 Taxes are being mismanaged. Monjies that are proported to be earmarked for
one issue never get there because they go into the general funds and become
diverted

Aug 19, 2011 6:22 PM

326 Fair taxation Aug 19, 2011 5:43 PM

327 We need to find good models for encouraging development and investment
without giving everything away in the process.

Aug 19, 2011 5:35 PM

328 Taxes in our area are doing the most damage to our area residents. Aug 19, 2011 4:16 PM

329 I ask, are we not in the top 5 taxed states in the US. Aug 19, 2011 4:13 PM

330 We are losing business, and people at an alarming rate because of high taxes. Aug 19, 2011 3:38 PM

331 It's a factor but "high taxes" is not an absolute value, it's a spectrum.  In the mix
of other factors, how high do "high taxes" have to be to become a factor?  "High"
in this usage is a comparative, and fluid, term not an absolute we can
categorically denounce or affirm.

Aug 19, 2011 3:00 PM

332 NYS and local taxes, surcharges and fees are out of control. Aug 19, 2011 2:54 PM

333 If spent correctly, can actually be advantageous for business development. Aug 19, 2011 2:36 PM

334 Taxes are a problem, but lack of a coordinated vision and nit picking regulatory
issues are just as much an issue.

Aug 19, 2011 1:59 PM

Page 6, Q2.  <b>Economic Development Issues:</b>  This includes job creation strategies; marketing strategies;
funds allocated for economic development; aggressive recruitment programs to promote business opportunities
in NYS; how can NYS better compete with neighboring states; a comprehensive marketing plan ...

1 More can be done to promote local agriculture. Already mentioned Buy Local
campaigns. Schools could be encouraged to a percentage of local products.
There is a huge demand for locally produced meat, mil, eggs, even raw milk, but
too many obstacles from the state.  What about more local meat processing
plants.

Sep 15, 2011 11:54 PM
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2 But the approach has to be balanced, thoughtful, and diversified. The idea that
we should adopt a frontier mentality toward business, allowing rapacious
practices by multi-national corps who have no roots in the community, and no
intention of growing any is foolish, and will ultimately leave the region worse off
than ever.

Sep 15, 2011 11:37 PM

3 But, not conventional strategies. Corporate capitalism cannot compete with state
sponsored capitalism. The state needs to spend money developing a regional
expertise / cluster of mutually supporting businesses yielding collective strength
market niches.

Sep 15, 2011 11:20 PM

4 I strongly support the mission of this commission and gives some hope for
success. Just do a comparison with some of the more successful states, and see
if we can adapt some of the strengths of these states. No one should be given
money for doing nothing.Put them to work doing something and all people on
assistance must pass drug test to receive assistance.

Sep 15, 2011 5:41 PM

5 Am unsure how state to state comparison has an impact.  We have the
advantage of NYC - always a state identifier and destination.

Sep 15, 2011 2:31 PM

6 Our universities, esp. Cornell and Binghamton, should develop programs and
partnerships to promote local business development.

Sep 14, 2011 11:10 AM

7 Make applicants for project grants provide a pay-back analysis of how their
project will return benefits to the community over a 10 year period.  Those
benefits should be assessed by someone outside of hte existing power structure.
By the way - part of the panel's credibility will be earned when it calls for NEW
BLOOD in leadership roles.  Locals should consider term limits just as much as
the feds do.

Sep 14, 2011 9:21 AM

8 These issues distract attention away from the local where the sustainable
economy has its being.

Sep 13, 2011 11:38 PM

9 Hard to say.  NOthing has worked so far.  I would get rid of all state elected
legislators and see what a new batch can do.  Cuomo does seem to be starting
out well.

Sep 13, 2011 9:12 PM

10 Many of the economic development agencies already work hard and well in this
area but more sharing and collaboration would enhance those efforts.

Sep 13, 2011 5:26 PM

11 get state goverment out of the way, stop the mandates and micromanagement. Sep 13, 2011 5:16 PM

12 Go back to #1. Taxes are too high. Sep 13, 2011 5:04 PM

13 What?  What's been said here? Sep 13, 2011 4:36 PM

14 There are a lot of deer in the area. Is it possible to create jobs for hunters to
provide food? That may be a little strange, but seeing them alongside the
highway seems like a waste.

Sep 13, 2011 11:26 AM

15 Do we really have to compete with neighobring states?  Can't we work with them
to develp a plan of creating economic growth for all?  Granted, states have their
own concerns, but build bridges, not walls.

Sep 13, 2011 11:03 AM
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16 Hundreds of millions of dollars in investments in NY have been missed by
delaying natural gas development. Just across the border, in PA, companies are
building massive corporate offices and facilities. NY has missed out on this
aspect of natural gas development. Shame on you for not going after it!!

Sep 13, 2011 10:06 AM

17 I'll add another question: How do we get the answers to the questions you asked
in this list?

Sep 13, 2011 9:46 AM

18 Its pristine, beautiful keep it that way and it will always be a destination. Tourism
! Qualify downtown's and little communities. The finger lakes are a gem. You
want to make places for industries clean up the dead brown zones like the old
Corning  plant on Tioga Ave. in Corning

Sep 13, 2011 12:36 AM

19 I provided no multiple-choice answer to this question because I agree with some
parts of it and disagree with others.  As I have stated in other questions, I think
the key is to help locally owned businesses--businesses that have a stake in the
community.

Sep 12, 2011 3:18 PM

20 We need jobs.  If the above work, let's do it. Just let's not sell our souls to the
natural gas companies.  That just is not the way to go.

Sep 11, 2011 10:48 PM

21 We can compete with neighboring states by growing our tourism and agriculture
industry.

Sep 11, 2011 2:11 AM

22 Most important is the nature of people hired to do the economic development.
Without the talent, nothing will flourish.

Sep 9, 2011 4:00 PM

23 You know what I think by now - wrong-headed in the short and long terms. Sep 8, 2011 5:06 PM

24 Our area has become a destination for people who can have a job that does not
require geographic proximity. Thus all computer related job opportunities should
be developed. How wonderful to be in a small, safe village like Horseheads,
Hammondsport, Alpine, etc. while having international contact through the
internet.

Sep 8, 2011 4:38 PM

25 Funds for econ development should be more strategically dispersed for higher
tech growth, not just to anyone who wants to renovate a building that will not
result in business growth.

Sep 8, 2011 3:53 PM

26 NYS should NOT be competing with other states. It's a losing proposition. Grow
the businesses from within.

Sep 8, 2011 3:40 PM

27 This is an overloaded question.  I'm not sure where to begin answering this
question.  Economic development is a difficult and challenging pursuit.

Sep 8, 2011 3:12 PM

28 No Fracking. Sep 8, 2011 1:01 PM

29 I don't like the "how do we compete w/neighboring states". It's code for "the race
to the bottom". We already know, evidenced by all the jobs that have moved first
from the NY to NC to Mexico and finally China, that companies often roam the
world for the lowest wages and fewest environmental regs.

Sep 8, 2011 12:45 PM

30 Not really sure what you're suggesting here to agree or disagree with. We need
to spread the wealth, so that everybody is buying good food, fixing their homes,

Sep 8, 2011 11:17 AM
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etc.

31 The state needs to make private development possible.  The notion of a
partnership is challenging as the entities operate in different paradigms.

Sep 8, 2011 7:44 AM

32 I agree with the topic but not the issues. Economic Development does not listen
to all people, only those wishing to do business in their county, and only
selectively at that. (I'm talking from experience). ED&P offices do not focus on
small business, but rather want to make singular big scores.

Sep 6, 2011 7:52 PM

33 Yes these are also inter-regional and statewide... Sep 6, 2011 6:32 PM

34 Jobs, especially green jobs, should be promoted with training opportunities for
thsoe most likely to be unemployed.

Sep 6, 2011 2:59 PM

35 I would like to see lower taxes, fair and sensible regulation, efficient and easy to
understand services and MUST LESS economic development infrastructure.
We should make people want to do business here because of our own
characteristics and virtues, not through economic development incentives and
tailored tax breaks.

Sep 5, 2011 9:55 PM

36 The natural gas industry will create thousands of jobs in this area and bring in
billions of dollars to our local economy over the next few years if allowed to
happen.

Sep 5, 2011 9:46 PM

37 No... again you are talking big govt initiatives. These have never worked. Sep 5, 2011 1:11 PM

38 Bring back "I love NY"! (or other tourism PLUS strategies--a key advantage that
campaign has over "merely tourism" media/outreach campaigns).

Sep 5, 2011 1:27 AM

39 "Competing with other states" ... Is this a game? You have not offered any
concrete "issue" here. Have you studied what has worked elsewhere to help
populations come to agreement on what they need most in terms of business
opportunities? A true opportunity is more than just a bunch of jobs. An actual
opportunity is something which is a good idea on many levels, and for which
"marketing" is an integrated exercise of problem solving, not fad and hype and
empty promises.

Sep 4, 2011 8:57 PM

40 All this seems to continuously focus on and benefit large businesses. Small
businesses like mine do not reap the benefits

Sep 3, 2011 9:02 PM

41 Top should be funding for gas industry development NOW!!!! Sep 3, 2011 8:51 PM

42 Perhaps have a few real people on  these IDA groups which seem to have no
touch with reality of the areas and cultures they exploit.

Sep 3, 2011 7:57 PM

43 so far I have not seen any major shovel ready program, we need to rid ourselves
of the Empire Zone and IDA needs to stop playing the shell game

Sep 3, 2011 3:56 PM

44 What a hodge-podge of a list.  Really, you all should have consulted with a pro
on designing this questionnaire.  I don't even know how to begin to approach this
one.  It sounds like the working list of someone from a state agency.

Sep 3, 2011 2:47 PM

45 this nice but too much emphasis on government promotion.  Create a business Sep 3, 2011 2:37 PM
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friendly climate and the entrepreneurs will arrive.

46 Tax revenue based on taxing high income and/or high wealth individuals,
corporations, and non profits reasonably should be undertaken with the
governments then charged with creating jobs programs that will increase
employment. Wage laws should be instituted so that workers can earn a living
wage.

Sep 3, 2011 11:19 AM

47 Think sustainable. Sep 3, 2011 10:52 AM

48 We need to agressively promote the positive aspects of doing business in New
York State, focusing on our ideal centralized location in the Northeast, our
Interstate system, commercial rail transportation, and many airports.

Sep 2, 2011 3:37 PM

49 Only if created buy limited the tax code, and creating a pro-business
environment.  I am not in favor of the insentive game, it only benefits the few.

Sep 2, 2011 3:00 PM

50 We've worked with a number of regions.  Southern tier is at the bottom of an
unimpressive list.

Sep 2, 2011 2:02 PM

51 Again, the poor wording of the question makes it hard to know what you are
asking here.  If you are asking if we SHOULD  focus more on these things, then
YES

Sep 2, 2011 10:47 AM

52 If we can't fix our excessive taxes and fees and regulations, we are fighting a
losing battle.  We cannot win a better economy by taxing and spending, because
some other States don't do this and the owners and investors can expect a
better profit elsewhere.

Sep 2, 2011 7:32 AM

53 This is all great but you really need to improve the basic infrastructure of the
roads first and start burying some of the electrical wires. Other areas of NYS
don't seem to have the run down roads and fifteen wires hanging off a pole that
Binghmaton has and they still have the same climate

Sep 1, 2011 11:49 PM

54 Consistency! Sep 1, 2011 10:13 PM

55 Are these state-level issues - yes, to the extent that the state creates a level
playing field and reduces regional competition. And yes, NYS needs to pay more
attention to rural issues. State-level marketing, with funds for local regions to
build on - great idea

Sep 1, 2011 6:26 PM

56 Many new businesses will be opened on our side of the border if and when
natural gas drilling is opened up in NY. Look at al the start up businesses just
across the Pa. border.

Sep 1, 2011 5:26 PM

57 I do believe that our regional universities could do a better job of offering
instructional support in newer technologies including green energy.

Sep 1, 2011 4:07 PM

58 to many games played with the funds Sep 1, 2011 3:54 PM

59 The question is too garbled to figure out how to answer Sep 1, 2011 2:11 PM

60 MOVE GAS DRILLING NOW FOR NEW YORK STATE.  WE ARE WOEFULLY
BEHIND PA AND VA...WE NEED THIS INDUSTRY HERE NOW.

Sep 1, 2011 1:36 PM
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61 gas development is ALL we need to focus on because it will be the catalyst to
bring all good economic outcomes

Sep 1, 2011 11:59 AM

62 you ask how and then ask if I agree or not?? Not well strctured question. Yes
this needs to be part of a 5 year plan... Not hard to figure this one out.

Sep 1, 2011 11:14 AM

63 The less 'public' the better. Sep 1, 2011 8:57 AM

64 Limit the number of private-public partnerships.  private enterprise is best suited
to identify investment returns and if present, they will be pursued.

Aug 31, 2011 4:03 PM

65 This question doesn't make sense in regard to this group classification.  I agree
that we need to improve our economic development in these ways.

Aug 31, 2011 3:16 PM

66 provide a lower tax burden, provide access to lower cost unsubsidized energy.
Reduce the regulatory requirement on permitting and building of facilties.
Develop a well educated public-private cadre to evaluate project and implement
on a fast-track

Aug 31, 2011 9:54 AM

67 Promote Natural gas and we now have jobs. When people have jobs, they buy
things. That creates more jobs. And so on. Basic stuff here.

Aug 31, 2011 8:05 AM

68 I believe that these economic development programs can work but we need to
do a better job of keeping relevant stakeholders involved and keeping track of
who gets our money and whether or not they are keeping their promises to us.

Aug 31, 2011 7:07 AM

69 After #1, High Taxes, is dealt with. Aug 30, 2011 6:33 PM

70 See 1 above, fix this and the rest will come, no smoke and mirrors requied! Aug 30, 2011 3:46 PM

71 I often ask "What has NY got that (some other place doesn't"  The answer is
usually nothing.  Why is it so expensive to do business and live here in an
economically depressed region?

Aug 30, 2011 1:09 PM

72 lots of jobs are needed to secure our infrastructure and to develop fast trains to
NYC, DC, etc.

Aug 30, 2011 10:21 AM

73 That would be fine if it was for high paying jobs.  Not min wage jobs. Aug 30, 2011 10:11 AM

74 I've covered this before - if you want companies to come here you must do
something audacious like lower property taxes to zero.  We cannot compete with
much of the country on many levels, so by doing something no one else dares to
do we may bring people back to the area.  Property taxes might be partially
controllable locally, but this has regional and statewide ramifications.

Aug 29, 2011 10:15 PM

75 assess current, identify efficiencies before proceeding Aug 29, 2011 5:05 PM

76 NYS is divided into "upstate" and "down state" and they do not have equal power
and influence.  "Down State" and more urban areas have much more power then
they should over issues that concern "Up State".

Aug 29, 2011 11:07 AM

77 It is wrong for states to compete against each other for businesses.  But that is
the beauty of captialism, isn't it?

Aug 29, 2011 8:47 AM
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78 Until government becomes morebusiness friendly all else is lower priority Aug 29, 2011 8:24 AM

79 Sounds like the pitch given 40 years ago.  A lot of money spent with little to
show.

Aug 28, 2011 10:27 PM

80 Tompkins County connects as much with Syracuse area and other counties to
north as to southern tier

Aug 28, 2011 10:15 PM

81 Get rid of the unions. They are a thing of the past and are ruining what we do
have.

Aug 28, 2011 10:05 PM

82 I believe we need to make ethics the central driving force of economic
development. First and foremost, we need to conserve our resources and the
unique natural beauty of our area. I think we are well situated to become a
demonstration project for the rest of the nation -- we need to direct our strategies
toward alternative energy technologies.

Aug 28, 2011 9:49 PM

83 I wish I knew. We have to get through this financial crisis.  The country has to
develop jobs and compete internationally.  Pit state vs state?  No.  Raise all.

Aug 28, 2011 9:26 PM

84 'job creation strategies'?   Hmmm... should we start with less taxes and
decreased regulations?  Nah!

Aug 28, 2011 4:15 PM

85 SHOVEL-READY gets low skilled workers for a short while, it does not work. Aug 28, 2011 3:26 PM

86 NYS can improve economic conditions by getting out of people's lives as much
as possible.  In a recent study of the "freest" US states, NYS ranked near last.
This is why people and businesses are leaving.

Aug 28, 2011 12:54 PM

87 Government cannot create private sector jobs, but they can certainly throw
impediments in the way! The best that government can do is provide the
infrastructure, keep taxes as low as possible, and keep regulation to a minimum
consistent with safety and environmental protection. The rest is up to the private
sector.

Aug 28, 2011 12:31 PM

88 We always seem to spend all our time bickering, while other states have created
jobs with appropriate incentives. Example: all the solar jobs in NJ because they
have an SREC. We have been trying to get this proven job-creator in NY, to no
avail so far.

Aug 28, 2011 12:25 PM

89 We sure have missed the job creation boat by delaying gas drilling. Look at PA.
Bye bye $$$$$!!

Aug 28, 2011 11:59 AM

90 we don't have the money. Aug 28, 2011 6:13 AM

91 Resolve issue #1, High Taxes, and the economic development will follow. Aug 27, 2011 9:08 PM

92 Are you asking for answers here? Aug 27, 2011 4:44 PM

93 We should build on what we have -- organic farming, CSAs, farmers' markets,
tourism, winemaking, etc. This is our strength.

Aug 27, 2011 3:20 PM

94 Reducing economic waste would go far to reduce the cost of doing business in
the state.  Enhance programs that provide basic educational needs and reduce

Aug 27, 2011 9:32 AM
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programs that encourage a lack of productivity.There is huge base of marketable
skills in central NY but companies are unwilling to take advantage of them as
long as the economic environment is so unfriendly.

95 Make this a college friendly community....Bizicity is a wonderful idea to get the
college student aquainted with our downtown area.......need more of this kind of
ideas

Aug 27, 2011 8:40 AM

96 I hesitate to answer "agree" or "disagree" because it's not clear if you are talking
about truly local initiatives here or developing a plan to invite large corporations
into our area.  How DO you secure a state financial commitment when needed?
Obviously the governor has secured a commitment with the natural gas
extraction industries to allow them to drill here come h*ll or high water, so why is
it that I can't milk a cow and sell the milk without jumping through all kinds of
government regulated hoops, but large corporations will drill for gas with a
handshake and a nod?  Just visit www.strongerinc.org and look for "NY Review".
Ask a lot of questions (you can call Stronger and they will tell you).  NY rolls over
when it comes to "regulating" heavy (non-local) industry, but has no problem
sticking the screws to the small local guys.

Aug 27, 2011 8:37 AM

97 I don't know enough to say. Aug 27, 2011 7:18 AM

98 PRIVATE INDUSTRY WILL ORGANICALLY ADDRESS THESE ISSUES.
REGULATION STIFLES THIS STATE.

Aug 26, 2011 10:34 PM

99 you want more of our tax dollars and more tax breaks. Aug 26, 2011 10:17 PM

100 finish the five miles form the PA border to lindley/presho Aug 26, 2011 10:09 PM

101 We must look at long term, sustainable economic development and not boom
and bust industries like minerals development.

Aug 26, 2011 9:38 PM

102 We lost that race a long time ago.  Burned once shame on you, burned twice
shame on me, even if the last Bush POTUS couldn't get it right.

Aug 26, 2011 8:45 PM

103 You can attain economic growth by NOT ALLOWING
HYDROFRACKING/HEAVY INDUSTRIALIZATION HERE. Economic
devastation doesnt lead to economic development. The common sense
approach, lets be the leader in alternative energy. If we pushed this, it would
lead to a better, stronger growth because other states would be turning to us for
guidance, economic strategies, and if we produce those products here -
production.

Aug 26, 2011 5:14 PM

104 We have an opportunity to be different and not go the typical route, especially
with all the higher education horsepower in the region.  Creativity and a holistic
view needs to be an important consideration as well as redevelopment and
environmental remediation of underused properties.

Aug 26, 2011 4:26 PM

105 There is some issue of economic develop being code for giving corporations tax
breaks and our tax dollars. A good economic development plan will help build
from the fantastic people we already have and allow other to join. Not spend tons
of money to recruit a company to come in and leave after a few years.

Aug 26, 2011 4:01 PM

106 Because New York is beaten up so much on the tax side, I think that it is Aug 26, 2011 3:50 PM
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completely useless to try to to 'attract in' economic development (it is also bad
neighbor policy in my opinion). New York State needs to commit to helping New
York State businesses succeed and grow in New York State and STAY in New
York State. Period. Forget trying to play the game against other states. Not worth
it and puts us in a situation where any company that comes here is just one
incentive package away from leaving.

107 Promote agriculture back to rural areas will promote other small businesses to
start in more urban areas.

Aug 26, 2011 3:32 PM

108 NYS needs to lower taxes and regulations to compete with other states and
especially other countries.

Aug 26, 2011 2:41 PM

109 There are too many fundamental changes that need to happen in the way this
state runs. Politics, ethics, taxation, authorities, etc. all simply prohibit positive
economic development in upstate....

Aug 26, 2011 2:08 PM

110 Too much of a spectrum of issues to appropriately respond. Aug 26, 2011 2:04 PM

111 CUrrently, we can't compete with neighboring states or those in other parts of
the USA. Strongly lacking a systemic approach to all factors needed to create
jobs, bring business here. THings never get off the drawing board here. Lots of
talk, little "do."

Aug 26, 2011 1:47 PM

112 we need more strong local businesses. Aug 26, 2011 1:20 PM

113 Do not delay on drilling the marcellus.  Pa created 46000,00 jobs over two years
where are we???  high unemployment.  Massive state debt.  All while we are
sitting on 15% of the largest gas reserves in the country.

Aug 26, 2011 12:58 PM

114 You can attract the business, but not the employees.  No CEO will move his
business here because he can't afford to live in NY.

Aug 26, 2011 11:22 AM

115 Government needs to stop assuming that nothing gets done, if it doesn't do it
directly.

Aug 26, 2011 10:36 AM

116 We do need economic development, but it has to come in the form of creating a
better business environment, NOT in trying to convince people that the taxes,
regulation and union entanglements we've created are somehow good for
business.

Aug 26, 2011 10:34 AM

117 BUT the problem here is the focus on bringing IN corporations, rather than
supporting and expanding existing economic opportunities in agriculture.  Dairy
farmers are in desperate trouble, for example -- policies that make it
economically feasible for people to stay in farming or return to farming are
needed more than a shiny new factory.

Aug 26, 2011 10:18 AM

118 Again, develop a homegrown workforce by improving secondary education Aug 26, 2011 10:14 AM

119 forget it, we had the business and lost it. the business that leaves this area
would not come back for any reason.

Aug 26, 2011 10:11 AM

120 Natural Gas exploration, and Agricultural development are our best use of
resources at this time.

Aug 26, 2011 9:53 AM
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121 You can lead a horse to water but you can't make him drink...thus you can
create all the job opportunities you want, but you can't make lazy people
work...especially when, through our welfare system they make more money
sitting home than they do out working.

Aug 26, 2011 9:42 AM

122 We probably need to step backward, many of us should become farmers,
become more local and communal.

Aug 26, 2011 9:37 AM

123 It is difficult to be a small business owner in NY because of the ridiculous
regulations tying an individuals attempt to own and operate a small business.

Aug 26, 2011 9:28 AM

124 All these things should have been happening for the past 20 years.  I'm guessing
it hasn't because the state is broke.

Aug 26, 2011 8:52 AM

125 Giving corprate tax breaks while still taxing the small businesses and residents is
not the answer. Taxes need to be reigned  across the board

Aug 26, 2011 8:44 AM

126 Did you really use the term "shovel ready"? Really? After 30 years in
construction, I never heard the term "shovel ready" until Obama wanted to spend
800 billion dollars to fix our economy. As it turned out, the only shovel that was
ready was the one he used to shovel this bullsh*t down our throats.

Aug 26, 2011 7:50 AM

127 It sounds like whoever wrote this question knows there is need for much
improvement in our Economic Development Programs ,including workforce!

Aug 26, 2011 7:34 AM

128 Enable enviorments supporting business policy stability enabling short and long
tems ROI for business. Having an aged infrastructure in the north east projected
to cost taxpayers beyond the cost of new construction always limits investor
interest. Nat gas production of both the Marcellus & Utica shale play will resolve
many of the rural issues. Rural schools will benefit, road fundings will increase in
excess of just maintance patching and remore bridges will be upgraded. Industry
employment opportunities will offer rural populations new high paying, physically
demanding jobs over the next 10 to 20 years.

Aug 25, 2011 10:09 PM

129 PASS RESPONSIBLE GAS DRILLING Aug 25, 2011 9:58 PM

130 Keep the economic development funds in your pocket. Its a waste. You are not
going to be able to promote anything until business and industry can see they
can make money. compete with neighboring states, come on, natural gas,
period!

Aug 25, 2011 9:50 PM

131 just do it don't talk about it Aug 25, 2011 8:42 PM

132 Same as #1 Aug 25, 2011 6:27 PM

133 Economic development that doesn't prioritize jobs that are of the Livable Wage
variety should *not* be prioritized.

Aug 25, 2011 5:44 PM

134 But one of the biggest problems I see is that large amounts of money have been
given in incentives or tax breaks, with virtually no job creation (and often job
losses).  NY needs to take a very hard look at how funds have been allocated for
economic development and quit giving companies "free rides" with no penalties
for non-performance

Aug 25, 2011 5:38 PM
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135 But please, don't raise my taxes to fund these lovely programs. Aug 25, 2011 3:08 PM

136 Those are only starting points! Aug 25, 2011 2:49 PM

137 Stop wasting dollars developing agricultural or wooded land and start
redeveloping urban cores where roads, sewer water, phone lines and cable
already exist.

Aug 25, 2011 12:34 PM

138 Shovel-ready has become a poor term. I understand what it means, but it turns
conversation to other things that are not on THIS agenda. Public-private
partnerships are wonderful, as long as the "private" part of it get to make the
Majority of decisions.

Aug 25, 2011 10:45 AM

139 The need is to create work that has the potential to be enduring, not boom-and-
bust jobs such as community-wrecking fracking.

Aug 25, 2011 9:29 AM

140 Make it easy to do business in NY. Aug 25, 2011 8:27 AM

141 I dont get it Aug 25, 2011 8:27 AM

142 All the programs and gimmicks to lure business to the  area are no substitute for
actually lowering the cost of operating in the state.

Aug 25, 2011 2:32 AM

143 Public /private partnerships should be based on the public getting out of the way
and let the private do what they do best and that is "Make it happen."

Aug 24, 2011 10:00 PM

144 Business in NYS would be fine without such programs if the government would
simply reduce the onerous regulations and taxes that encourage business to flee
the state.

Aug 24, 2011 8:30 PM

145 NYS impossible to deal with compared to neighboring states esp VT & PA Aug 24, 2011 8:16 PM

146 Do not partner though with other states by bringing in the flowback or produced
water or drill cuttings/drill mud from other states.

Aug 24, 2011 6:45 PM

147 No one likes more taxes, but government stimulus may be needed to get people
back to work

Aug 24, 2011 5:22 PM

148 and they are largely misguided Aug 24, 2011 4:35 PM

149 The IDA has done little except to create jobs for themselves!  Simplify
requirements to get business started and HELP small business owners to keep
their business running.  Change the climate to be business development friendly.

Aug 24, 2011 3:02 PM

150 Too many programs only look at big city kinds of industries and solutions. Even
within the new council structure, we need to look at what work for rural areas
specifically and what is more appropriate for larger population centers like
Binghamton.  We also need to remember that no upstate area is like New York
City. Upstate does not aspire to be like NYC; we want our own solutions and
lifestyle.

Aug 24, 2011 2:54 PM

151 The economy will blossom when there is construction taking place and providing
business opportunities for everything that supports it.  Agriculture also needs to
be stimulated.  When milk prices are up, farmers will expand, thus providing the

Aug 24, 2011 2:23 PM



551 of 681

Page 6, Q2.  <b>Economic Development Issues:</b>  This includes job creation strategies; marketing strategies;
funds allocated for economic development; aggressive recruitment programs to promote business opportunities
in NYS; how can NYS better compete with neighboring states; a comprehensive marketing plan ...

need for more construction and other business.  Construction, agriculture, and
infrastructure need to be the primary focus.

152 Another section that includes so many topics that it is impossible to answer
intelligently.

Aug 24, 2011 1:58 PM

153 Economic development strategies need to be embedded within a larger
sustainable development strategy, that supports social and environmental goals
as well as economic. These are all inter-related and must be seen as a whole
system. Economic development strategies which diminish environmental or
social capacity are not wise or forward thinking.

Aug 24, 2011 12:29 PM

154 The biggest problem is that there are no jobs available for ecent college
graduates.  However, again this is not unique to our area.

Aug 24, 2011 12:14 PM

155 I did not choose an answer above--see comment  These issues will be adjusted
based on the decisions that come from the comprehensive plan for the region.
Some costs represent the true cost of living and people need to understand this.
Each region or hub will differ on it’s costs based on it’s decisions for growth and
opportunity.  A rural, agricultural area, for example, will exist just for this reason.
It will attract people that support this goal.  It would not be the place to expect the
same services like high speed internet. The tax base would be in place to
support food production, vacation homes, tourism, hunting, fishing, education,
etc. [ Bass Pro would set up a store here and maybe not in NYC. ]

Aug 24, 2011 12:07 PM

156 All of the above are needed but (as stated earlier) community development plans
will be needed simultaneously.  I am concerned with the seriousness with which
our state citizens will approach this issue of Economic/Community Development.
I see only advocates for specific positions and not sure if all positions are
present.  Do we have "problem solvers" at the table who can step back from
specific positions and consider the whole?  I am concerned that $200,000,000
statewide may not be enough to make any progress anywhere.  I am concerned
that only citizens of the  "winning" counties in this competitive program will feel
the uplift if it does occur with this level of investment.  And, we also must take
into account the issue that many of the state's citizens have with higher public
spending (and our taxes) since this might be an indication that they don't see the
connection between public spending and public good.

Aug 24, 2011 11:42 AM

157 But we do have shovel ready sites in the Triple Cities i.e. EJ, Anitec, etc.  Takes
more than just a site.  NYS is not business friendly nor are we a draw for
individuals to move here.

Aug 24, 2011 10:46 AM

158 See prior comments Aug 24, 2011 10:39 AM

159 NYS government needs to cut spending, cut taxes and get out of the way. Aug 24, 2011 9:46 AM

160 Agree only if done as if the environment and the beauty of his area is given
priority

Aug 24, 2011 8:12 AM

161 Again, if we look at the fees and taxes, many of the things that make our area
attractive for business are outweighed by these fees and taxes.  They may love
the landscape, but cannot afford the taxes.

Aug 24, 2011 7:42 AM

162 economic development is necessary across the board. Aug 24, 2011 1:03 AM
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163 too many conflicting areas.  if the council has no ideas on an of these, we are in
trouble.  what do 'rural issues' have to do w/ any of the others?  job creation
likely more a local problem, funding more a regional one.

Aug 23, 2011 6:46 PM

164 Help people create businesses don't throw road blocks in the way. many small
businesses fail but they are still the largest employers we need to help create the
proper atmosphere for them.

Aug 23, 2011 6:38 PM

165 Though I really doubt we can figure this out. Aug 23, 2011 5:04 PM

166 Compete with Pennsylvania by not allowing the energy corporations to do what
they are doing there.  Let them become a Third World country while we maintain
our First World status.

Aug 23, 2011 3:23 PM

167 Not sure what am agreeing or disagreeing to - sitting down and asking how do
we? We do need to be competitive with PA and we fail miserably. Purchasers go
to PA all the time to get better sales tax, better gas prices, better job
opportunities, work for gas companies (yes they are commuting), etc, etc.

Aug 23, 2011 2:30 PM

168 Lower taxes, improve infrastructure, quit waiting for the state/county/town to
guarentee business. Reduce regulations to allow freedom to operate a business.

Aug 23, 2011 1:54 PM

169 I've seen tax credits given to businesses who didn't create anything unique in the
area, or even moved out of the area or left behind polluted properties.  I'd rather
see us emphasize the quality-of-life benefits of living in the region, the
willingness to retool employees to meet the needs of the employer,  and the
market for products produced here.

Aug 23, 2011 12:45 PM

170 Especially an issue in the Southern Tier where people can easily travel to less
restrictive Pennsylvania.

Aug 23, 2011 12:16 PM

171 As long as the business' are eco-friendly and will not endanger or promote the
loss of any of the natural resources that make this area the jewel that it is.

Aug 23, 2011 12:10 PM

172 Again, too vague. Money and business are not the magic bullet that will make for
positive change. We need good education, stable families, a strong work ethic,
and changing the perception that corporations will solve all our problems.

Aug 23, 2011 11:41 AM

173 Primarily for urban areas and sites where the availability of utilities, natural
resources and transporting options are conducive to such activities.

Aug 23, 2011 11:29 AM

174 Again, working with people you know leads to better, stronger businesses. Aug 23, 2011 10:41 AM

175 jobs are key. no one, truly, wants a hand-out if they can earn a decent living. Aug 23, 2011 10:03 AM

176 How about a break for businesses that stayed. Aug 23, 2011 9:43 AM

177 I don't think the State has done a very good job utilizing resources in this
area.Things like Empire Zones were poorly designed and widely abused.

Aug 23, 2011 9:31 AM

178 Keeping NY clean is the best way to compete with neighboring states as they
become more and more polluted.

Aug 23, 2011 9:02 AM

179 Until now everything has been developed to work in the 5 boroughs and the rest Aug 23, 2011 8:56 AM
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of the state follows along.  True upstate NY needs to seperate itself from NYC.

180 What are rural issues? Aug 23, 2011 8:46 AM

181 We need to concentrate less on new, big development projects and more on
supporting small, local businesses and revitalizing downtowns.  Centralized
business parks may be beneficial in rural areas where downtowns have already
been razed.

Aug 23, 2011 8:22 AM

182 Again, shift the mindset from destroying additional lands to restoring existing
structures.

Aug 23, 2011 6:43 AM

183 I disagree with your stated goals. Aug 23, 2011 1:21 AM

184 Again, I think that new ideas and new faces need to be at the table when the
funding is dedicated to development issues. Racism will still play it's ugly role
with business as usual. Those that have will continue to get more and the rest
can do the best they can. Needs a real shake up there.

Aug 22, 2011 10:56 PM

185 Small business'startups need lower cost barriers, higher assistance, including
affordable healthcare options.

Aug 22, 2011 9:59 PM

186 Rural areas are constantly under attack from outsiders who believe that if its a
rural area, its "underutilized". People love rural areas. They are not less
desirable because they are rural. They need to be protected and valued as rural.
With the crush of population, that is only going to get worse in the next fifty
years, we need to have spaces that are rural. Could a beautiful rural area that
has noone living in it possibly have any value to our state that doesn't have to do
with "competing" and "marketing" and "financial development"?  Quality of life is
higher in rural areas. Did that ever occur to anyone?

Aug 22, 2011 9:50 PM

187 NYC folks don't even know what rural issues are. Aug 22, 2011 9:45 PM

188 None of the choices make much sense. Aug 22, 2011 9:17 PM

189 The people of this region have tended to be accustomed to large employers, ie
"Company Town" like locations or very small service and retail businesses.
There is a general need for people to see entrepreneurialism in action and to
understand themselves as entrepreneurs.  This may prove threatening to large
employers.

Aug 22, 2011 9:08 PM

190 do not see data often to educate me on what we do have and do for
companies...

Aug 22, 2011 8:57 PM

191 No public-private partnerships. Aug 22, 2011 8:51 PM

192 None of this will occurr with the present state that New York State is in.
Companies have to do business in states where they can make money. Strongly
suggest that New York City become a seperate state much like Washington DC

Aug 22, 2011 8:41 PM

193 aggressiveness leads to no good.  competition leads to no good.  let new york
state lead the way in protection of the land and resources.  be a model for other
states.  put money into developing and supporting small local farming and
agriculture and agrotourism.

Aug 22, 2011 7:54 PM
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194 Local workers need the skills to be hired for these businesses. Aug 22, 2011 7:33 PM

195 This is fine as long as the funds are not just focusing on big players but give a
leg up to smaller, start ups.

Aug 22, 2011 7:09 PM

196 Not just for job creation, but also for new investment and housing. Especially for
our cities, jobs should not be the only meaningful metric.

Aug 22, 2011 6:30 PM

197 In particular I think we could do a better job of supporting relocalization efforts
(developing local businesses to meet local needs.) When this happens, it's a big
win, because the *profits* stay in the community, not just the jobs.

Aug 22, 2011 6:11 PM

198 These are certainly within your responsibility to address and to improve. Aug 22, 2011 5:43 PM

199 No Fracking Aug 22, 2011 3:34 PM

200 Stop doing the same thing; empty promises. Aug 22, 2011 3:26 PM

201 Simplify the laws and regulations. Aug 22, 2011 3:17 PM

202 The rural issues in particular are a statewide (and, for that matter, a nationwide)
problem.

Aug 22, 2011 3:04 PM

203 Stronger marketing of the region's assets would be helpful if the tax issue is
dealt with; otherwise, the effort would be hopeless.

Aug 22, 2011 3:04 PM

204 "Competing" shouldn't be a goal.  Let's create wealth.   Am not well informed on
other issues.

Aug 22, 2011 2:58 PM

205 If New York were competitive Economic Developement would not be as
important as it is at this time.

Aug 22, 2011 2:49 PM

206 I think this takes a back seat to high taxes.  High taxes is the main issue here
(along with high utility costs).  fix it and I think everything else will come around.
But remember, we are entering a recession and need to be realistic about
business development during tough economic times.  Focus on taking care of
what you have.

Aug 22, 2011 2:49 PM

207 Rural areas need to be included; especially in housing.  Elderly homeowners on
fixed-incomes don't have the resources necessary to replace a roof or to provide
for handicap accessibility in and around the home.  If funding isn't there, nursing
homes will become over-crowded and homes will be left vacant.  Property taxes
will be left uncollected and blight will become the new facade for local
municipalities.  If you attract new businesses, will "outsiders" want to move into
an area full of blight?

Aug 22, 2011 2:38 PM

208 Don't tax new businesses as long as they don't compete with another tax paying
business in that county

Aug 22, 2011 2:21 PM

209 Already said all this, but gas drilling will not create jobs like they say. They will
say 60,000 new jobs but then they will hire guys how have worked for them
already in another state. Shovel ready jobs, tear down the old EJ building and
build something good there.

Aug 22, 2011 1:36 PM
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210 ?????? Aug 22, 2011 1:22 PM

211 Too much of a mixture in your question. When will the bias end? Aug 22, 2011 12:04 PM

212 As long as development does no harm. Aug 22, 2011 11:56 AM

213 This point tries to cover too much. There's a different opinion for each item.
Protect quality of life and business will come.

Aug 22, 2011 11:53 AM

214 We need to get better accountability for IDAs and LDCs, especially.  Too much is
done in secret.  See the Comptroller's reports on these issues.  Not clear that
our econ dev agencies are actually retaining and creating jobs.  Time to do
something new-- like, more emphasis on small business and new entrepreneur
business support.

Aug 22, 2011 11:45 AM

215 I work in marketing and I think much more can be done to draw tourists and wine
buyers to this region, and encourage students to stay in the region to start
businesses.  I think certain "development groups" like SCOPED are in bed with
the wrong folks for the wrong reasons and have failed this region (note the
empty industrial park outside of town and their cozying up to Inergy LP to strip
the shore of Seneca Lake of its beauty). The Farm Bureau spends more time
advocating for factory farmers than the many small, specialty farms trying to
make a living while preserving the natural beauty of this region.

Aug 22, 2011 11:43 AM

216 The major issue here is leadership and project management.  I am not making
any specific criticisms.  In the past we have not had all levels of government in
sync.  We knew the issues, but had no impact on the major issues to be
addressed such as taxes, work rules etc.  Going forward we have the opportunity
of having all levels of government in sync.  So this time when we identify our
priorities we need to develop strong project plans.  I do not think there will be
sufficient resources to define and implement these plans without tapping into our
volunteer pool to a greater extent.

Aug 22, 2011 11:42 AM

217 Define exactly what areas of industry will be focused upon. Aug 22, 2011 10:51 AM

218 Taz incentives for people who are willing to invest in our area.....and keep it here Aug 22, 2011 10:47 AM

219 Economic development should be viewed and encouraged to be in-line with the
priciples of smart growth and livability.  Study after study supports the long-term
financial benefits in investing in smart growth projects.  Redevelop downtowns
and existing places.  Do not develop policies that encourage sprawl and the
associated costs.

Aug 22, 2011 10:47 AM

220 a 'nice-ity' and NOT a necessity...Govt needs to learn the difference Aug 22, 2011 10:38 AM

221 Addressing the amount of red tape necessary to run a business would have a
huge impact.  Regulations of the state and payment from the state has a huge
impact of the cost of doing business.

Aug 22, 2011 10:27 AM

222 No money from the taxpayer.  if someone wants to have a company herre let
them use their own money there is more then enough out there as I stated in
earier commont.

Aug 22, 2011 10:25 AM

223 Rural issues are one point I would really like to see addressed. There are an Aug 22, 2011 10:15 AM



556 of 681

Page 6, Q2.  <b>Economic Development Issues:</b>  This includes job creation strategies; marketing strategies;
funds allocated for economic development; aggressive recruitment programs to promote business opportunities
in NYS; how can NYS better compete with neighboring states; a comprehensive marketing plan ...

awful lot of small towns that are simply overlooked in the bigger picture and
those people have a need and desire to succeed as well, they lack the
opportunity to do so.

224 NY State is so big that there needs to be fluidity in economic development
strategies, to allow for the differences between regions. The way this question is
written is a good example. . . "and rural issues" is tacked on almost as if it is an
afterthought. There are huge economic development possibilities in the rural
areas but because the population stats are lower, no one wants to take the time
to look at them. Yet, the cost of developing businesses in the rural areas are
much lower to the state than in the cities.

Aug 22, 2011 10:08 AM

225 Region and state need a potent economic development strategy that can survive
the shifting of political winds.  Also, without shovel-ready opportunities, NIMBY
forces will often deter or terminate projects that accommodate economic growth.

Aug 22, 2011 9:54 AM

226 Again, if and only if these job creation strategies do NOT include jobs for drilling
in the Marcellus or Utica Shale.

Aug 22, 2011 9:53 AM

227 We must have a cohesive and comprehensive statewide and regional ED plan in
order to compete with other states.

Aug 22, 2011 9:53 AM

228 but we don't need more Walmarts - with minimum wage jobs that require
infastructure that we can't afford.  Gas exploration with help from the Pro Gas
coalitions is a good start

Aug 22, 2011 9:48 AM

229 NYS encourages some, but we can't afford it because they say go build, but
don't pay any taxes....

Aug 22, 2011 9:44 AM

230 There has been no coordinated effort in the past and the availability of economic
development programming at the State level has been almost non exisitent.

Aug 22, 2011 9:10 AM

231 Too many sources of econ development and too little coordination. Aug 22, 2011 9:00 AM

232 this is too stupid. look at our budget: how much goes to medicaid, more than
half?  there's your problem and your solution.  you can't give it all away and tax
to make it up and expect people to stay in such a crazy state.

Aug 22, 2011 8:54 AM

233 We don't need government creating jobs. We need business creating jobs. Aug 22, 2011 7:46 AM

234 This should be totally local. Community choice, not yours. Aug 22, 2011 6:58 AM

235 too inclusive Aug 22, 2011 1:21 AM

236 Special attention to all of these endeavors that they do not have a negative
impact on the environment in any way.  We need to leave this environment
better than how we foundd it for the sake of our grandchildren's grandchildren.

Aug 22, 2011 12:37 AM

237 PA has more shovel ready sites and no TCE or old EJ contaminated water wells
in JC that still get used from time to time.  Remember our taxes are lower than
your reduced taxes.

Aug 21, 2011 10:28 PM

238 New York is a great state.  It has the most dynamic city in the world and some of
the greatest educational institutions in the world, some of the greatest

Aug 21, 2011 10:24 PM
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corporations in the world.  The state needs an economic development plan that
complements the above.

239 Strongly encourage P/Private partnerships. These should be allowed with school
districts.

Aug 21, 2011 10:06 PM

240 Sure, we need economic development. But bear in mind--yours is a quasi-
governmental body. The role of government is to serve the PUBLIC interest, not
the interests of business. To the extent that they overlap, you should support
them. When, as with fracking, the benefits go almost exclusively to outsiders,
your role should be to ensure that business serves the people's interest, rather
than exploiting the people for its own interest.

Aug 21, 2011 9:57 PM

241 Repeat my comment from "Issues" that adversely impact NYS economic
development:  Historically, it seems that NYS's economic development initiatives
are punitive in nature.  The recipient of ESD funds must commit to a body (job)
count and if the count is not achieved then the recipient  of the funding is
persecuted.  NYS absolutely needs to change its model to be more like the
Federal government's Small Business Innovative Research Grant program.
Funding is given to the best proposal responses to actual identified needs that
can be solved with new products and the company can grow.  This approach
works extremely well.  NYS's approach doesn't.

Aug 21, 2011 9:51 PM

242 Create GREEN jobs, in sustainable industries.  Let NY become the Solar panel
manufacturing center of the world!

Aug 21, 2011 9:49 PM

243 NYS is too expensive to live in...why do you think folks are moving out???  New
Yorkers are being 'ripped off'.  The whole country is built on Greed...

Aug 21, 2011 7:40 PM

244 Both locally and statewide, development needs to be above all sustainable. We
need to increase local self-sufficiency and interdependence. We need to
decrease reliance on the car and on imported products. We need to keep our
land, air, and water clean. With every decision, we need to ask ourselves what is
best for our children's children.

Aug 21, 2011 7:40 PM

245 Shovel ready? Very corporate, construction oriented thinking. I think that the
people who formulated these questions should resign.

Aug 21, 2011 7:11 PM

246 Not a major problem Aug 21, 2011 6:59 PM

247 "State financial commitment", "funds allocated for economic development" -
maybe these activities should have been listed in High Taxes.

Aug 21, 2011 6:46 PM

248 cooperative efforts are critical Aug 21, 2011 6:34 PM

249 I think the Southern Tier over all needs to support the industry that exists
presently, rather than to kiss the bottom line of the corporate gas industry. The
agricultural and tourism industries should work with the state to help address
rural issues.

Aug 21, 2011 6:08 PM

250 Improve K-12 education, and you'll see improvement in entrepreneurship and
innovation in existing businesses.

Aug 21, 2011 5:53 PM

251 Question is unclear/unfocused. Aug 21, 2011 3:59 PM
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252 In order to show a profit, US corporations have been cutting workers' wages and
benefits.  No amount of job creation can overcome this cannibalization of the
work force.  Report from Chief Investment Officer of J P Morgan, second
paragraph http://www.investorvillage.com/uploads/44821/files/07-11-11_-
_EOTM_-_Twilight_of_the_Gods__PWM_.pdf

Aug 21, 2011 3:56 PM

253 Economic development that looks out for our long term interests and true quality
of life (not sacrificing water, air and peace of mind for a few bucks)

Aug 21, 2011 3:41 PM

254 We need effective public/private incentives to get the kind of long-term growth
that will protect our most valuable assets and set us up for sustainable and
healthy community life.  That means we build on our strong sectors and reject
choices that would damage those sectors -- like shale gas drilling activities.

Aug 21, 2011 2:43 PM

255 I am dubious about the ability of government to successfully do more than foster
a flexible and well-trained workforce, something which it actually hasn't much
invested in to date.

Aug 21, 2011 1:31 PM

256 I do not have enough knowledge on the topic to comment Aug 21, 2011 1:01 PM

257 It should not cost more to create jobs than the jobs are worth Aug 21, 2011 8:10 AM

258 The rural areas need jobs.   I believe manufacturing geared toward renewable
energy is the best answer.

Aug 20, 2011 4:17 PM

259 Review existing failed efforts and do not repeat....look at those communities that
are working and replicate as is relevant, no need for more  expensive studies

Aug 20, 2011 2:15 PM

260 One economic development strategy could be to get rid of all or most of the
economic developers. Towns and cities are competing with each other,
taxpayers are footing the bill, and very little is really getting done.

Aug 20, 2011 11:32 AM

261 I thought the free market enterprize system was the way for the capitilists? Let
them develop profitable business plans in a competitive system. Too many gov.
incentives takes away from innovation and creative thinking to make products or
services that are in demand. Let the businesses fail that are not productive. This
allows another manager to buy or take over who has a better plan.

Aug 20, 2011 11:25 AM

262 Businesses should be able to operate without financial subsidies from the
government, from university research and communities.  Businesses should pay
their own way.

Aug 20, 2011 9:12 AM

263 As long as economic development issues do not focus solely on making more
money and take our quality of life here into account, I agree.

Aug 20, 2011 8:09 AM

264 Or put another way, how can we suck the blood out of some other state. Aug 20, 2011 7:09 AM

265 Again, we can't work on strategies without goals. Aug 20, 2011 12:35 AM

266 We need to bring the gas companies in for the revenue. They will take some of
the burden off tax payers, and help land owners pay their property taxes. Help
ones like us laid-off to pay our bills, and not lose our home.

Aug 19, 2011 10:41 PM

267 support existing businesses and jobs!  stop trying to compete with other states Aug 19, 2011 10:16 PM
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for industries that are fishing for freebies - if NYS has the resources and
business environment ammeniable to these industries they will come without the
big incentive packages (ex. Chobani Yogurt in Chenango County).  Too much
job creation in this state has come by sacrificing existing jobs and businesses,
and too many PILOTs and IDA projects have added to tax burdens without
creating the promised number of jobs.

268 Also, helping industries collaborate. The earlier considered infrastructure aspects
are key to the economic development and connections with neighboring regions.

Aug 19, 2011 10:11 PM

269 Again we need to not be concerned with compitation from other states but the
competition from outher countries

Aug 19, 2011 6:22 PM

270 Emphasis on legal immigrants Aug 19, 2011 5:43 PM

271 Support/encourage innovation and entrepreneurship.  What we need are locally
grow businesses, like Raymond in Greene.

Aug 19, 2011 5:35 PM

272 Need to move beyond the community vs community mindset.  We actually have
two NYs.  Upstate NY is not that attractive when compared to other states and
the Southern Tier does not have the necessary draw anymore.

Aug 19, 2011 5:12 PM

273 If our Ec Dev departments are making some effort or strides toward making
something happen they need to make the public aware as we are not seeing
anything.

Aug 19, 2011 4:16 PM

274 I once believed in this public-private partnerships but the restrictions, additional
costs, the obstacles placed on any intitiatives destroys or eliminates any benefit
to the efforts

Aug 19, 2011 4:13 PM

275 Decrease red tape. Improve tax subsidies on business that we want in ny state Aug 19, 2011 4:12 PM

276 Workman comp is too high and over regulation. Aug 19, 2011 3:11 PM

277 Good ideas and the will to implement them are powerful factors. Aug 19, 2011 3:00 PM

278 Get rid of half of the agencies and so called economic development depts that
span local and State government.  Hire some aggressive recruiters who actually
go out and visit trade shows and knock on doors getting businesses here.

Aug 19, 2011 2:54 PM

279 The Economic development professionals are doing their best.  State solutions
to the problems of taxation, infrastructure, and brownfields/site preparation will
jump start the abilities of the IDA's to succeed.

Aug 19, 2011 2:05 PM

280 Rural New York the areas north and south of the thruway cooridor and for to long
been given nothing but lip service, it is time for som TLC.

Aug 19, 2011 1:59 PM

Page 6, Q3.  <b>Natural Gas Industry/Marcellus Shale/Hydro Fracking</b>

1 I have already answered in two other places that shale gas exploitation snd Sep 15, 2011 11:54 PM
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resource extraction in general should not be a strategy for economic
development. The risks far outweigh any benefits, and sooner or later, the stuff is
gone. The sun on the other hand will always shine, and there will always be
periods of wind. And if we take care of them ,we will always have our forests and
woody biomass.

2 This is a horrible, destructive initiative that will insure permanent marginality for
upstate NY. A one-dimensional, short-sighted money grab that will do long term
harm to the economy of the region. The promises of the gas industry are hollow
and dishonest. It's another Enron, and they're banking on the area's desperation
and myopia to put it over on yet another bunch of rubes.

Sep 15, 2011 11:37 PM

3 In a 500 year strategy (the state will go on for many years) resource harvesting
only provides a brief blip of economic activity. It is opportunistic and not aimed at
stable economic infrastructure. Here today - gone tomorrow.

Sep 15, 2011 11:20 PM

4 Again ONLY with strong government regulation and oversight. Sep 15, 2011 10:06 PM

5 As stated previously, we need to do this now. Sep 15, 2011 5:41 PM

6 Ambiguously worded. It is extremely important that we NOT do this. This
threatens our land, our water, our quality of life.

Sep 15, 2011 3:20 PM

7 It is important alright. Our communities should be able to decide for themselves if
they want to proceed with it.

Sep 15, 2011 2:32 PM

8 I could also put strongly agree in that it would have a NEGATIVE impact.  I think
this would turn people away from our state, think PA.

Sep 15, 2011 2:31 PM

9 To ensure that we do not damage our potential for multi-regional economic
prosperity, we should continue to prohibit hydrofraking in New York.

Sep 14, 2011 5:50 PM

10 Natural Gas is significant both regional and statewide but only because it has the
potential to cause so much harm.  I believe that short term gains will be far
outstripped by long term adverse affects to human health and the environment

Sep 14, 2011 3:50 PM

11 We are at risk of "giving away" that resource and our water quality and beautiful
environment along with it.....without thoughtful consideration.  Look at the
mistakes made by PA...we don't want to have whole communities with
contaminated water and wells...and streams.  This is CRAZY to follow PA down
that path.....have any gas companies invested in bringing their company to PA
for other operations???? Well let's get them to do that in NY....then they may be
more interested in protecting the environment that they live in!!!

Sep 14, 2011 12:22 PM

12 Cheap energy begets misuse and withdraws attention from low energy and
renewable economic alternatives.  We need smart people to help us learn other
ways to live well without high energy consumption.

Sep 13, 2011 11:38 PM

13 This question makes no sense.  It is naturally of great significance statewide and
locally.  HOwever, I am totally opposed to allowing it.  I have made this clear
above but am not sure which box to check for fear someone might think I think it
is good.  It is NOT.

Sep 13, 2011 9:12 PM

14 Depends on how it is done.  We can do as all others or innovate for our benefit -
HYDROGEN from natural gas.

Sep 13, 2011 8:26 PM
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15 This issue has the highest possible negative impact. Its development is
incompatible with agriculture, education and high-tech, public health and will
quickly exhaust State funds in law suits and environmental damage.

Sep 13, 2011 5:43 PM

16 I fear this decision will be made with only the potential of the money it will
generate and NOT the potential and lasting harm it may cause to our
environment.

Sep 13, 2011 5:26 PM

17 For environmental reasons, I oppose any hydro fracking of the Marcellus Shale
area of New York.

Sep 13, 2011 12:58 PM

18 Steuben and Chemung Counties are already experiencing the impact of drilling
due to Pennsylvania gas activity.

Sep 13, 2011 11:47 AM

19 I don't feel I know enough facts about whether it is safe. I also know we need
energy.

Sep 13, 2011 11:26 AM

20 Great example for question number two. Sep 13, 2011 11:03 AM

21 Natural gas development is a local benefit and should be pursued as such. DO
NOT let the anti-drilling radical extremists influence NY's development.

Sep 13, 2011 10:06 AM

22 This is a critical element for the southern tier's future.  the DEC report is a step in
the right direction.  State resources to adequately protect roads/briges etc is
necessary as well as permieters for drilling are critical.

Sep 13, 2011 8:38 AM

23 We need to concentrate on the Southern Tier's natural gas resources and put
the Southern Tier first.   Do not exclude natural gas development from the
Southern Tier's plan.  This is the biggest economic development opportunity we
have had in years.

Sep 13, 2011 6:45 AM

24 environmental concerns, fault lines, future of backyards everywhere Sep 13, 2011 4:03 AM

25 I have been to the war zone in Bradford County Pa. Talk about trashed. Plus as I
mentioned above NY State needs to protect the rights of the land owners by
demanding that gas companys have to get new leases to frack!

Sep 13, 2011 12:36 AM

26 no no no Sep 12, 2011 8:59 PM

27 I didn't answer your multiple-choice question, because, while I think that shale
gas is an important statewide issue, I do NOT think it is the best way to improve
our economy. In fact, I think shale gas extraction will have very strong,  negative
effects on other parts of the economy, and I think it will lead to a very short and
harmful boom/bust cycle.

Sep 12, 2011 3:18 PM

28 There has to be a better way!  Pour more money into less harmful resources
such as solar and wind.

Sep 12, 2011 8:19 AM

29 The future viability of NYS hangs on this one issue. Will we risk public health, the
quality of our air and water, our regional assets, in pursuit of the quick profits
promised by the gas companies?  Or will we benefit from the lessons learned in
Wyoming, PA, etc. and say NO to this quick fix?  We owe it to our children and
their children to protect and preserve the land, and our precious water for
generations to come.  Let's not blow it.

Sep 11, 2011 10:48 PM

30 This should not be pursued.  It is dangerous to the environment. Sep 11, 2011 6:38 PM
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31 J-Cripe, how many times are you going to choke this one down our throats!??
Eliminate it. Get rid of it. It is a Non-starter.

Sep 10, 2011 3:11 PM

32 Seems like you're really pushing this issue.  It has only a brief economic peak
and then busts, with lots of clean-up involved.  Stick with education and tourism--
they last much longer!

Sep 9, 2011 8:50 PM

33 Once again, this will destroy the localities and the region.  Forget about any
economic development.

Sep 9, 2011 4:00 PM

34 Again, Hydro Fracking is unsafe.  It should NOT be be allowed with the current
technology and plans not in place.

Sep 9, 2011 8:41 AM

35 Keep them out of our state or we will all suffer the consequences! Sep 8, 2011 10:34 PM

36 This will ruin the area. So yes, it's "significant". Sep 8, 2011 5:06 PM

37 BAN THIS ACTIVITY> human life is worth more than cheap energy Sep 8, 2011 4:38 PM

38 position stated previously Sep 8, 2011 3:53 PM

39 Keep it out. Sep 8, 2011 3:40 PM

40 Must be sure to proceed carefully with full regard to not destroying the natural
assets we have.

Sep 8, 2011 3:20 PM

41 This issue is very significant and must be carefully considered with regard to
pollution, water use and contamination for the future of the Southern Tier's
viability will depend upon on clean water.

Sep 8, 2011 3:12 PM

42 Listen to what the PEOPLE want, not the greedy minority,who have laws and
politicians, Cuomo and the DEC on their side.

Sep 8, 2011 1:35 PM

43 That it will have negative impact in the long run on economic development. The
Natural Gas Industry will leave the state with more hidden costs than any
benefits.  Do the words "superfund" or "Love Canal" imply a benefit or economic
gain? I don't think so.

Sep 8, 2011 1:29 PM

44 Not sure how to answer this. The fracking issue is significant in a negative way.
This is an important issue and this strategy needs to be rejected.

Sep 8, 2011 1:03 PM

45 No Fracking Sep 8, 2011 1:01 PM

46 allowing drilling in the Marcellus in any part of NYS under current technologies
and documented problems in other states will adversely affect the entire state. It
should not be allowed at this time.

Sep 8, 2011 12:45 PM

47 Don't frack! Sep 8, 2011 11:17 AM

48 the industry does not have and provide enough information on the risks and
damages caused by hydro fracking.

Sep 8, 2011 10:02 AM

49 Find a way to do it. Sep 8, 2011 7:44 AM

50 I agree that the decision of whether to allow or prohibit fracking will be of great
significance.    But please do not read my response as support for doing it.

Sep 7, 2011 8:59 PM
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51 No. No. No. Too risky. Just look at other states - it has devalued properties,
rendered water sources contaminated. We cannot sacrifice our health and the
health of our children for short-term gain.

Sep 7, 2011 1:42 PM

52 It's obviously of huge significance, but in a negative way. Sep 7, 2011 1:16 PM

53 But not in a positive way. Sure there is money to be made, but the money won't
stay local. The good jobs will not be held by local people and eventually the
people and the money will both will leave. (Boom-bust cycles have been
repeatedly document with resource extraction industries). Then who will be
responsible for the clean up?

Sep 6, 2011 7:52 PM

54 So what is being implied here?  We don't need to do hydrofracking to transform
our regional economy into a sustainable economy.

Sep 6, 2011 6:32 PM

55 Stay away from it. Pro-fracking entities are either greedy and they don't care or
they lack the critical thinking skills necessary to understand the harm.
Hydrofracking will generate much negative PR for the Southern Tier, which will
be detrimental to increasing tourism and attracting green industries.

Sep 6, 2011 9:43 AM

56 The fastest way to economic prosperity Sep 6, 2011 6:39 AM

57 This is important, because developing natural gas and hydrfracking will seriously
and permanently HARM the area.

Sep 5, 2011 9:55 PM

58 This should be the # 1 priority. Sep 5, 2011 9:46 PM

59 PA has ana economic boom right now becasue of natgural gas. Whats wrong
with that? everyone is drinking water and nobody is getting sick...

Sep 5, 2011 1:11 PM

60 Believe this is the wave of the future for the future of NY....property owners as
well as state government..

Sep 5, 2011 12:10 PM

61 This is of great concern because most people view it as money making and do
not understand the consequnces of possible infrastructure, health and
environmental dangers.

Sep 5, 2011 3:57 AM

62 VERY detrimental to ALL other potential development.  What I've learned from
what is just the beginning in PA does not bode well for us, especially since we
are also looking at Utica drilling.

Sep 5, 2011 1:27 AM

63 It 's a major issue- but an overall negative Sep 4, 2011 10:56 PM

64 Keep it out of the Southern Tier if you want to preserve the kind of environment
that we now have.

Sep 4, 2011 9:14 PM

65 Very bad idea. Many many problems down the road, especially for the health of
children, from the research of those qualified. Visit the Endocrine Disruption
Exchange website, (google TEDX) and watch the 45 minute video "What you
need to know about natural gas drilling".

Sep 4, 2011 8:57 PM

66 We need the opportunity offered for gas development.  Gas development will
provide opportunities for new businesses and jobs

Sep 4, 2011 4:43 PM

67 I'm anti fracking because it is unsafe. Sep 4, 2011 9:17 AM
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68 This issue must be addressed at the regional and state level by refusing to allow
the industry to destroy the southern tier. Ban it from our hills and valleys in the
entire region, in the entire state.

Sep 4, 2011 2:54 AM

69 Not worth the cost.  NY doesn't even tax gas production. Why bother letting them
drill and ruin our land?  Why is the DEC both the permitting agency and the
inspection agency?  That's just ripe for corruption.  Most states tax production
and that pays for regulation and inspections (by a separate body from the
permitting agency).  DiNapoli is trying to mitigate risk so that the energy stocks
he invested in won't lose money when the lawsuits start rolling in.  Seriously,
however much you set aside for lawsuits, it won't be enough.  Tax gas
production at 25%, just like Alaska does, then use those funds ONLY for lawsuit
payouts for health problems of citizens or property damage, like subsidence of
those forced into compulsory integration.

Sep 3, 2011 10:30 PM

70 No more delay-Move forward quickly for economic development. It is safe and
well past time.

Sep 3, 2011 8:51 PM

71 Hydrofracking should be a punishable crime. Sep 3, 2011 7:57 PM

72 I agree that whether we continue our moratorium or not has deep significance to
our state economy.  I believe we will do better in the long run staying AWAY from
this underdeveloped technology.  I believe we should be concentrating on
making NYS the national model for how to turn itself toward renewable energy
and building our economy around that.

Sep 3, 2011 2:47 PM

73 Only shovel-ready game in town!!!!!! Sep 3, 2011 2:37 PM

74 High volume, industrialized hydro-fracking has proved to be extremely damaging
to the environment, local infrastructure, personal health, and the local economies
where ever it has been practiced. It drives up the need for local services. These
costs are dumped on local residents without compensation, and residential
property values are reduced without compensation. The gas is/can be exported
and the profits from gas extraction go out of the local communities whose
resources are tapped. In addition, forced integration for the benefit of private
entities is unconstitutional, a taking without fair compensation, and patently
unfair. The absence of a severance tax which is returned to the local
communities exacerbates all of these problems. The absence of disclosure of
toxic chemicals and the lack of a sound method of rendering the toxic wastes
harmless exacerbates these problems. The lack of a strict liability law governing
all of the activities associated with fracking exacerbates these problems. The
ham strining of home rule for towns exacerbates these problems.

Sep 3, 2011 11:19 AM

75 This is an issue where ever the industry attempts to profit from public and
privately held lands. Make them accountable for the Clean Air and Clean Water
Acts and it will suddenly become economically unattractive to hydrofrack and the
issue will go away. Why are they expempted?????

Sep 3, 2011 10:52 AM

76 This WILL not provide economic development for the upstate NY.  A short term
spurt for a few that will be paid for by all the rest of us with reduced quality of life,
loss of clean water, air, noise pollution - basically a destruction of everything we
love and came here for.

Sep 3, 2011 8:06 AM

77 I do not believe that the economic benefits outweigh the risks. Sep 2, 2011 3:37 PM

78 Again a redundant question. Sep 2, 2011 3:00 PM
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79 oddly worded question....however, the local impact of hydrofracking (with the
potential of water contamination and QOL destruction) along with the fact of
compulsory integration in which owners cannot keep their lands pristine (an
unimaginable bowing to industrial "desires") is incredibly disturbing to me as a
landowner...it is interesting to me how little other counties or states understand
about the changes to community/the fate of the natural gas (not replacing use of
foreign oil)/the boom-bust likelihood of this industry...it is framed as clean
energy...yes, as it is used it is cleaner than gas (not more sustainable nor a
replacement for foreign oil) but retrieiving it has been frought with huge issues
that keep it from being classified as "clean"

Sep 2, 2011 12:26 PM

80 Again, I am not sure what you are asking. I think industralizing the natural areas
surrounding Ithaca would detroy the unique economies that are currently thriving
and growing here -- excellent educational institutions, tourism, agriculture (esp.
organic and local) and wineries, recreational activities

Sep 2, 2011 10:47 AM

81 don't believe the lies many antigassers are spreading this technology when
properly supervised is safe and will provide low cost energy and much needed
jobs ot a historicly depressed region

Sep 2, 2011 10:06 AM

82 This alone would bring prosperity for ALL within 2 years.  We should add a
"Severance Tax" so that the whole State benefits.

Sep 2, 2011 7:32 AM

83 A lot of money will come into this area and it needs to be channeled to the best
advantage.

Sep 1, 2011 10:13 PM

84 Drill now and often before we are at the back of the development pack. Sep 1, 2011 6:30 PM

85 Regulation is definitely a state-level issue, and crucial that it be done
thoughtfully. Pennsylvania is paying the price for not paying attention to
consequences

Sep 1, 2011 6:26 PM

86 This has to be our top priority. These gas companies have x amounts of $ to
spend. Let's stop pushing them to other states.

Sep 1, 2011 5:26 PM

87 Again, I believe this total focus on fracking as being the salvation for the
Southern Tier is both short-sighted and economically deceptive.  Very few will
benefit directly from fracking and many residents and certainly future generations
will reap the catastrophic results of this environmentally destructive industry.

Sep 1, 2011 4:07 PM

88 Natural gas is not an issue, but rather an opportunity for the southern tier, and
will also benefit the state from increased revenues

Sep 1, 2011 3:31 PM

89 NO to the hydro-fracking of NYS. Total statewide ban on this toxic process being
run by out-of-control multinaitional corporations.

Sep 1, 2011 2:11 PM

90 MOVE GAS DRILLING AHEAD NOW IN NEW YORK STATE. THIS INDUSTRY
IS SAFE...LET US GAIN THE FINANCIAL AND ECONOMIC BENEFITS NOW

Sep 1, 2011 1:36 PM

91 I am strongly opposed to hydro fracking as it will pollute our water supply. Sep 1, 2011 1:29 PM

92 Agree it could be of significant economic impact but needs to be done SAFELY
and not just a positivie financial impact for the leasing landowners

Sep 1, 2011 12:20 PM

93 pass responsible gas development NOW! Sep 1, 2011 11:59 AM
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94 I agree it is of major significance, and feel development of this is short sighted
and possibly highly destructive to air, water, land and public health of the region.
Is this what you want your legacy to be?

Sep 1, 2011 11:45 AM

95 Yes, of coarse, its here, its huge. But it has to be controlled and done right.
These guys are in it for one thing and we need good leadershhip and savy
business minds. Why do I get the idea we have a lot of people that know about
what they learned from tv ?

Sep 1, 2011 11:14 AM

96 The Millenium pipeline has already proved to be poorly constructed and a
burden to nearby residents who must always pay for their well water to be
tested. Natural gas drilling is unsustainable and leads to a boom/bust economic
sysle in which boom areas are worse off than nearby non-drilling areas after the
boom.  And shale gas wells have a very sharp decline curve in production ,
leading to a short boom cycle.  Most jobs created are for local truck drivers.
Good jobs go to those from Texas.

Sep 1, 2011 10:49 AM

97 Natural gas extraction needs to be banned in New York State. Sep 1, 2011 10:26 AM

98 Yes, it is very significant, but important to keep it out of NY and to mitigate
against the impacts from Pennsylvania's air and water pollution.  Example: no
disposal of hazardous waste in NY without strong protections.

Sep 1, 2011 9:24 AM

99 see prior comments. Sep 1, 2011 9:24 AM

100 Significant in a negative direction. Don't do this at all !!! Sep 1, 2011 8:57 AM

101 This resource needs to be managed wisely; we haven't yet seen whether
regulation can adequately balance environmental quality (and quality of life) with
economic output.

Sep 1, 2011 8:26 AM

102 Fracking will ruin the environment, destroy any chance for a good quality of life
and leave the Southern Tier desolate and unlivable. If it's not safe enough for
Downstate; it's not safe enough for Upstate.

Sep 1, 2011 7:02 AM

103 It's a shame. There's no middle ground here. It's like the Hatfields and the
McCoys, but 1,000 times worse. Now I'm suspect of both sides, but I will
acknowledge the environmentalists have gone over the deep-end on this matter.
That's not to say that I trust the natural gas industry either. But the histrionics
displayed by the environmentalists is a real turn off. Natural gas development
could be an real economic boon to the Southern Tier, which has been in decline
since IBM started contracting in the mid-80s. Natural gas development is at least
worth a try, even if it's only in a small pilot program.

Aug 31, 2011 4:55 PM

104 Not w/ current technology and environmental impact to source water and
recovered effluents.  Damaging just one watertable is too much to bear, I don't
buy the greater good argument here.

Aug 31, 2011 4:03 PM

105 I agree that this is of major statewide and inter-regional significance, but I don't
think we should be incentivizing this industry here.

Aug 31, 2011 3:16 PM

106 Needs careful environmental management. Aug 31, 2011 1:42 PM

107 We must safely explore this blessing that God bestowed upon New York and the
USA.

Aug 31, 2011 10:05 AM
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108 Regulated drilling in the Marcellus, and Utica shales must be allowed to
commence ASAP! This is the spark required to ignite the economic rebirth in
NYS. This process has been and can continue to be done in fashion that
complements existing industries. It will also provide economical, clean, abundant
fuel to the world class manufacturing, high tech R&D industry while lowing
citizens energy cost and providing greater tax revenue for the state. What other
industry can make those claims.

Aug 31, 2011 9:54 AM

109 Must be started immediately. The gas companies are beginning to become
impatient with NY and are promoting gas exploration elsewhere. Just over the
border in PA they are expiriencing a boon in their economy while NY's sit and
watch.

Aug 31, 2011 8:05 AM

110 This is an industry that the whole world should be watching and we should be
very careful of these processes.

Aug 31, 2011 7:07 AM

111 This "question" is inadequate and shows a flawed survey design. Of course it is
significant, but you have no descriptive text for this item. What are you asking
me to agree or disagree with specifically?

Aug 31, 2011 2:14 AM

112 would like to ensure regulations in place. Aug 30, 2011 10:33 PM

113 So long as they hire locally Aug 30, 2011 10:13 PM

114 I don't believe natural gas development is a bad thing (an "issue") bu trather an
asset, an opportunity.  The Marcellus Shale is NOT found throughout NY state,
therefore the actual development of the play would not impact the entire state.
However, the state would benefit from it in terms of sales tax revenue, income
tax revenue, etc.  This play is barely "inter-regional" as MOST development
activities would occur in the Southern Tier region.

Aug 30, 2011 6:01 PM

115 Marcellus Shale?hydro Fracking will cost the state much more than it will bring
in.  Once the damage is done the industry will walk away and we will have to pay
for the damage.

Aug 30, 2011 4:18 PM

116 Very significant.  Don't let it happen Aug 30, 2011 2:46 PM

117 The pollution and adverse environmental impacts will affect all of us, imposing
immense public costs on future generations of New Yorkers and diverting
economic, intellectual and human resources away from long term sustainable
energy solutions . Its a distraction not worth the short term gains and will drag
the state down for a generation or more.

Aug 30, 2011 2:45 PM

118 no hydrofracking Aug 30, 2011 1:51 PM

119 Gas Drilling will severely damage our agriculture and tourism industries, raise
housing costs, impact local governments, and threaten public health and safety
through contaminating our water, air, and lands.

Aug 30, 2011 1:39 PM

120 I am conflicted about development of the Marcellus Shale.  Obviously additional
natural gas would benefit the entire nation, but if it is one more resource that is
removed from it's natural location without serving the people who live in that
area, it doesn't help us at all.  I am also concerned that "cheap gas" desires will
override safety concerns as has happened wiht other resources so often in our
past.

Aug 30, 2011 1:32 PM
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121 This is an industry that has tried to come to the Southern Tier that is not asking
for subsidies.

Aug 30, 2011 1:09 PM

122 This is an issue of statwide significance but of local negative impacts. The state
needs to decide to move away from fossil fuels and on to a new generation of
energy. The risk to air/water quality and the potential damage to scenic/tourism
attractions in the area are not worth the money gas will generate for the State,
and mainly for the multinational corporations behind all the fracking activity.

Aug 30, 2011 1:07 PM

123 see early commenst about mineral extractio being a poor economy generator. Aug 30, 2011 11:26 AM

124 FRACKING WOULD CONTAMINATE OUR REGION AND DECIMATE OUR
ECONOMIC VIABILITY!!

Aug 30, 2011 10:21 AM

125 creates jobs. Aug 30, 2011 10:17 AM

126 I dont see where this can harm our area at all if done correctly.  It could be just
what the dr ordered.

Aug 30, 2011 10:11 AM

127 Natural gas is only as important as it can be extracted safely. Aug 30, 2011 9:50 AM

128 Could be a huge boon for the area, strongly support development. Aug 30, 2011 9:31 AM

129 Move forward already Aug 29, 2011 10:19 PM

130 take advantage of this whle we can - get out in front of it and ride the wave for all
it's worth.  But do it safely - perhaps with a modified technology like LP fracking...
or drill to the other layers other than Marcellus, where environmental problems
aren't an issue.  Do this locally, statewide, and regionally.

Aug 29, 2011 10:15 PM

131 drilling will give this area a big boost for economic recovery that this area has
long been neglected, by providing jobs and income infusion into this area.

Aug 29, 2011 8:43 PM

132 this is the key to the next 5 years. Use this resource and business to build from.
This is the corner stone, the money source, the only shining star that NY has. .

Aug 29, 2011 7:46 PM

133 It is of state wide importance if it is allowed to occur.  It will amount to the heavy
industrialization off the Southern Tier.

Aug 29, 2011 6:19 PM

134 could be a great new source of tax revenues.  it's worked well for Texas. Aug 29, 2011 4:56 PM

135 NO. Do you want to live in ANY part of PA where drilling is going on? Does
Dimock ring a bell?

Aug 29, 2011 4:35 PM

136 there are NO upsides to methane gas development for New York or New
Yorkers.

Aug 29, 2011 4:03 PM

137 As I said earlier in the survey, let science prevail.  Leave the decision to the
people who are educated in the field to make the decision.  Even this survey
gives my vote as much as a Geologist or some one with real experience in
drilling.  If you have no experience ( I don't ) then my opinion is no better then a
guess.  The same goes for people who are using emotions only on both sides of
the fence.

Aug 29, 2011 11:07 AM

138 It is a myth that money will flow into the local businesses from Hydrofracing, bars
, gas stations, and what was housing for the DSS will benifit for a short time but

Aug 29, 2011 10:37 AM
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on the whole the monies are not used in NYS. The drill companies do not pay
wages high enough, many who work on the drill sites are from other States.

139 Certainly it is significant.  But I can tell you that Susquehanna County PA has not
benefitted in ANY way so far as a result of the gas drilling.  No more jobs.
They're as broke as ever.  Maybe even more broke.

Aug 29, 2011 8:47 AM

140 MUST BE DONE SAFELY AND BENEFIT RESIDENTS VIA LOWER TAXES Aug 29, 2011 8:24 AM

141 Agree it is a big issue but thnk it is the wrong path.  It is not sustainable and does
nothing to build a better future for our kids.

Aug 29, 2011 6:21 AM

142 It is immoral to create separate "sacrifice zones" in our state where fracking is
allowed.  Either everyone is protected or everyone is at risk.  Cuomo is not
representing the interests of the people of NYS on this issue.

Aug 29, 2011 1:49 AM

143 Need in thia area to help bring it back to some economic survival. But done
responsibly.

Aug 28, 2011 10:05 PM

144 In the long term, this will create an economic disaster in the Southern Tier. Aug 28, 2011 9:49 PM

145 A debaucle.  Not a solution to anyone unless they value money more than
people, wildlife and land.

Aug 28, 2011 9:26 PM

146 NO to fracking! Aug 28, 2011 9:10 PM

147 In my opinion, Hydro-fracking should be banned and not considered in any
economic development. I believe over the medium to long term it would be much
more positive and beneficial to the area to focus on clean energy.

Aug 28, 2011 6:22 PM

148 This is like SHOVEL-READY, the locals that are hired are low skilled workers
and the jobs go away when the work is complete. It is a BOOM and BUST cycle
and all the places that experienced it are worse off when it is over.

Aug 28, 2011 3:26 PM

149 This will be the driver for every other program to improve and evolve.  The
legislators and governor have to be stopped from using the revenues for
wasteful and unnecessary "pet" projects.

Aug 28, 2011 1:41 PM

150 This needs to be the #1 priority. There is much dis-information that needs to be
aggressively countered with facts. While natural gas is a fossil fuel and therefore
not renewable, it is clean and abundant, and should be used while new
developments in solar and wind technology are developed.

Aug 28, 2011 12:31 PM

151 I live in Endicott, home of "the Plume". We do not take kindly to being told that
there's not going to be a pollution problem from gas drilling, without a lot of
supporting info. Even then we know that lack of oversight can still lead to
problems. At the very least, the plume has led to depressed property values.

Aug 28, 2011 12:25 PM

152 I think this industry will cause economic stimulus but I remain nervous for the
environment

Aug 28, 2011 12:16 PM

153 This needs to be done SOON.... it can be done safely and needs to be based on
facts and not emotions....

Aug 28, 2011 12:14 PM

154 This is our only real chance. Aug 28, 2011 11:59 AM



570 of 681

Page 6, Q3.  <b>Natural Gas Industry/Marcellus Shale/Hydro Fracking</b>

155 Our BIG opportunity.   BIG BIG BIG!!!! Aug 28, 2011 11:59 AM

156 The sooner the better Aug 27, 2011 10:31 PM

157 I believe this is a very important opportunity for our state and local area.  To not
allow this is to shoot ourselves in the foot.

Aug 27, 2011 9:51 PM

158 Jobs, money, prosperity, state income. Aug 27, 2011 9:08 PM

159 Gas drilling will bring a lot of jobs and money to the area. Need to get it going. Aug 27, 2011 8:53 PM

160 No more open meetings. we have had enough. pass gas now.     we have had
enough meetings.pass gas now.

Aug 27, 2011 7:50 PM

161 No, no, no!!! Aug 27, 2011 3:20 PM

162 If done safely, this is not an issue. Aug 27, 2011 3:15 PM

163 it's our only hope Aug 27, 2011 1:20 PM

164 This industry will provide millions of dollars to the NY economy.  The DEC must
be staffed to provide appropriate oversight to the development of this resource.

Aug 27, 2011 9:32 AM

165 We got to have it the revenues will be spread through the area.....everyone has
things they need to spend money on and this would give them the money to do
so.....me included...

Aug 27, 2011 8:40 AM

166 I absolutely do not understand how it is that all the people around here
absolutely DESPISE the fact that our pure, clean, precious water is going to New
York City (while at the same time creating a lovely place to live and visit) yet, in
the same breath, they can't wait to turn upstate NY into a giant industrial zone so
that NY City can turn up the heat this winter and open the windows.  It makes no
sense whatsover.  Shale Gas is NOT renewable, it takes a heavy industrial
process to extract it, miles and miles of pipeline to deliver it, and it will not last
forever.

Aug 27, 2011 8:37 AM

167 only if 150% safe Aug 27, 2011 8:01 AM

168 Shameful that Syracuse and the NYC watershed managed to become exempt
from fracking. Another example of Upstate taking a back seat to the city.

Aug 27, 2011 7:18 AM

169 NO FRACKING Aug 26, 2011 10:54 PM

170 A MAJOR NEW ASSET, LETS DO IT RIGHT NOW. Aug 26, 2011 10:34 PM

171 stop all fracking now. Aug 26, 2011 10:17 PM

172 Hydraulic fracturing should be banned.  It would undermine our diverse
economic base, endanger our air, water, and food sources, destroy our home
values, degrade our quality of life, and possibly cause irreversible environmental
damage.  The risks outweigh the benefits.

Aug 26, 2011 9:38 PM

173 any other industry we would welcome Aug 26, 2011 9:00 PM

174 Again, this question is insufficiently worded.  I am strongly against others profitng
while putting my water supply at risk.

Aug 26, 2011 8:45 PM
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175 Fracking is of statewide significance economically if the moratorium is lifted, but
it will be in a very NEGATIVE way. As mentioned in another question, we need
only look as far as PA to see the devastation that comes to local economies
when fracking is introduced. The promise of financial success is empty.

Aug 26, 2011 8:41 PM

176 Damage from fracking is all propaganda. The former gov of penn ed rendell said
on cnbc pennsylvania has drilled over 8000 wells so far with no damage to the
water table. And hes a democrat!

Aug 26, 2011 7:56 PM

177 This is a win/win situation. PA can do it. NYS can also. It will put money in the
pockets of regular folk who are hard working. They in turn will spend the money
to improve their lives.

Aug 26, 2011 7:50 PM

178 It is the answer to many of NY's problems. Aug 26, 2011 7:42 PM

179 Move forward with safe gas drilling NOW ! Stop the ridiculous and never ending
negativity when everyone knows this is going forward in New York !

Aug 26, 2011 7:36 PM

180 We need to state drilling NOW!!!! Aug 26, 2011 7:24 PM

181 Many potential businesses will be watching closely state efforts to deal with the
issues surrounding fracking.

Aug 26, 2011 5:27 PM

182 DO not THROW NEW YORK STATE UNDER THE BUS by allowing fracking
here!

Aug 26, 2011 5:14 PM

183 This would bring jobs to the area, hopefully spur the upstate economy Aug 26, 2011 5:04 PM

184 While I am opposed to hydro fracking, it is obviously of regional and statewide
significance.

Aug 26, 2011 4:57 PM

185 has statewide significance -- not sure if good or bad or both, and not sure how
significant -- may have a lot of bark or maybe a lot of bite

Aug 26, 2011 4:30 PM

186 There are many many concerns about the safety and successful regulation of
the gas industry.  This is one of the issues that if not properly handled will result
in me leaving the area.  Corporations are motivated by profit, not morals, so if
they turn the Binghamton area into a large love canal and can still sell their
Natural Gas at a profit Internationally they will.

Aug 26, 2011 4:28 PM

187 DRILL NOW!   ALL of N.Y. will benifit from drilling.    NO MORE DELAYS! Aug 26, 2011 4:24 PM

188 This should never be seen as a source of local jobs. It will destroy the area. Visit
Bradford County, PA to see.  You wonder why the e-mail distributing this survey
warned of responders opposed to fracking. They are afraid the truth will come
out.

Aug 26, 2011 4:02 PM

189 It has a chance of devastating our region if not done incredibly slowly and with
the benefits truly shared and not just the risks. I already know families that have
leased and left in Vestal and other towns.

Aug 26, 2011 4:01 PM

190 hydrofracking is not a topic that can even be discussed any more, regardless of
the economics or need.

Aug 26, 2011 3:55 PM

191 With increasing attention being paid to the Utica Shale, this is definitely a state-
wide issue!

Aug 26, 2011 3:52 PM
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192 New York state needs to commit to 'no hydro fracking'. Period. Not shilly shally
around with studies and opinions and all that. Just say no. Once the state says
no - these people will leave and go elsewhere.

Aug 26, 2011 3:50 PM

193 Just say no to fossil fuels Aug 26, 2011 3:38 PM

194 Cheap energy brings small businesses to the area!!!!!!!! Aug 26, 2011 3:32 PM

195 Drill and make available ASAP Aug 26, 2011 2:41 PM

196 So many possibilities for jobs & landowners to increase revenue stream are in
this area with natural gas. This is such a depressed area because people & jobs
have left that we could really benefit by the development of the natural gas
industry. NYS needs to learn how NOT to over-regulate this like everything else.
Too much NYS duplication of job/service.

Aug 26, 2011 1:47 PM

197 the only real option Aug 26, 2011 1:46 PM

198 we cannot afford to destroy our air and water, and there is no reason to continue
trying to extract the last drops of gas from the rock a mile under our feet.  we
need to reduce our consumption by a factor of 5, to match the rest of the world.

Aug 26, 2011 1:20 PM

199 Do not delay on drilling the marcellus.  Pa created 46000,00 jobs over two years
where are we???  high unemployment.  Massive state debt.  All while we are
sitting on 15% of the largest gas reserves in the country.

Aug 26, 2011 12:58 PM

200 Let's get moving already drill baby drill Aug 26, 2011 12:18 PM

201 Costs out weigh benefits Aug 26, 2011 12:15 PM

202 This is obviously a statewide issue, though with impacts that will vary
tremendously by locality.

Aug 26, 2011 11:54 AM

203 Finalize the SGEIS and start allowing hydrofracking / drilling. into the Utica and
Marcellus.

Aug 26, 2011 11:50 AM

204 It is of significance and will greatly impact the region's long term ability to grow or
not grow. Gas will be the primary industry and when it is gone in 20 years, there
will be little left and will the region will be left with the image as an industrial area.

Aug 26, 2011 11:34 AM

205 I can't say it clearly enough, We Need Drilling in this area to survive. Since 2006
when the flood hit our real estate market has died and along with so has the
enrollment in local schools. People are leaving the area, they can't afford to live
here.  This is my home, has always been my home, I don't want to leave but it is
coming to that. I want to see our area flurish, I want to see drilling happen here.
So that people don't ahve to leave. Drill Safely Now!

Aug 26, 2011 11:31 AM

206 It has to be done without harm to environment. Aug 26, 2011 11:27 AM

207 It's the perfect solution.  Safe drilling now is our only hope. Aug 26, 2011 11:22 AM

208 Extracting the natural gas we have would stimulate the sates economy greatly. Aug 26, 2011 11:03 AM

209 THIS IS THE TICKET!!! Aug 26, 2011 11:00 AM

210 Development of  this industry should be agressively pursued. Aug 26, 2011 10:50 AM
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211 Will be a negative in the long term. Aug 26, 2011 10:38 AM

212 What was the question again?  How does my rating of the significance of the
issue help you understand anything?  Significant how?

Aug 26, 2011 10:36 AM

213 lets get on with it already. as  I have stated earlier. We need to develop our own
resources now

Aug 26, 2011 10:21 AM

214 we need to train our workforce thru be ready for the kobs which will be coming to
NYS when nthe moratorium is lfted..  The Marcellus/Utica/Shales are the miracle
for the NYS Economy

Aug 26, 2011 10:20 AM

215 The state should encourage and develop incentives for gas companies to use
gas fracking technology which eliminates 90 % of the environmental concerns.
Water isn't used in this technology and thus there's very limited potential for
pollution of ground and surface waters and no need for the transport of water to
the drill site which will eliminate 90% of the truck traffic currently associated with
hydrofracking and our local roads won't be destroyed.

Aug 26, 2011 10:20 AM

216 Shale drilling has DISASTER written all over it.  If you want to destroy the
region's longterm future, this is how to do it.

Aug 26, 2011 10:18 AM

217 ny state has wasted alot of time and money on the fracking issue.in the sgeis
document it is approved and ny needs to move on this to avoid losing more
residents and money.in my 43 years of spending time in upstate ny I have seen
all of the farming disappear,the homes become rundown and people sacrificing
their quality of life because they cant afford to pay their bills

Aug 26, 2011 10:16 AM

218 Inconsistent with the region's highest priorities Aug 26, 2011 10:14 AM

219 we need gas industry, but the state will likely screw this up too. Aug 26, 2011 10:11 AM

220 This is hands down our greatest resource for success. Aug 26, 2011 9:53 AM

221 the importance of beginning this development cannot be overstated. Yes, we
must be responsible. Even slow starting is better tath no starting at all.

Aug 26, 2011 9:52 AM

222 Lets move forward. It will create high earning jobs. Aug 26, 2011 9:50 AM

223 DRILL BABY DRILL! Aug 26, 2011 9:42 AM

224 Your question could be misinterpreted: to what degree are the following
economic development issues of inter-regional or statewide significance?  It's
very important and I strongly disagree that it should happen.

Aug 26, 2011 9:37 AM

225 Develope the gas safely and the jobs will come in droves. This in turn will build
and economy in the central region that has never been seen before.

Aug 26, 2011 9:24 AM

226 Not at this point.  Needs to be a lot safer and we need inspectors/regulators to
watch 'em. It will come with time.

Aug 26, 2011 9:22 AM

227 This industry can be the stepping stone to the new world we need. Aug 26, 2011 9:04 AM

228 Tax it fairly and put the money toward good use in the lower tier.  Do not allow
taxes to go to NY's general fund.

Aug 26, 2011 8:52 AM
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229 development of the resource is critical to our future! Aug 26, 2011 8:31 AM

230 This is the only solution to our economic problems. Aug 26, 2011 7:50 AM

231 We need affordable energy. Aug 26, 2011 7:47 AM

232 The hydro fracking would need to be monitored tough. Aug 26, 2011 7:34 AM

233 I do not think we need it.I think the fact it could ruin our water makes it a no
brainer.

Aug 26, 2011 7:34 AM

234 This issue is indeed signifigant - your inclusion makes that obvious. Aug 26, 2011 12:15 AM

235 should not be considered as part of any positive economic development. Aug 25, 2011 10:34 PM

236 YES THIS IS ONE BRASS RING FOR OUR COMMUNITY. Aug 25, 2011 10:09 PM

237 THIS IS A GREAT OPPURTUNITY FOR OUR AREA. TO PASS IT UP WILL BE
A GREAT ECONOMICAL LOSS TO BROOME AND SURROUNDING
COUNTIES

Aug 25, 2011 9:58 PM

238 As stated previously, while this may present significant economic advantages
short-term I believe investments in clean energy have greater value long-term.

Aug 25, 2011 9:53 PM

239 we want it both ways, lots of usage but not in my back yard, get it some place
far, far away. Large corporations will see huge benefit, equal more jobs.

Aug 25, 2011 9:50 PM

240 Scientifically proven safe but politicians need to stop interfering with it Aug 25, 2011 8:42 PM

241 It will provide what this area needs economically. Aug 25, 2011 6:27 PM

242 There should be strict legal liability for this industry and those who participate in
it, large bonds posted as proposed by the Comptroller, and it should be banned
based on local zoning law if local communities so decide.

Aug 25, 2011 6:25 PM

243 Just yesterday in the paper, a report of another methane leak getting into 3 more
wells in N.E. Pa!

Aug 25, 2011 5:56 PM

244 Obviously this is an issue of major regional significance.  Is the physical
degradation worth the cost?  A question NY must seriously consider, and very
true in this area if we're to claim that the natural world is important to the quality
of life in this region.

Aug 25, 2011 5:38 PM

245 NY's only hope to bail us out Aug 25, 2011 4:44 PM

246 Having hydro-fracking will inundate all surrounding areas with all the
ramifications of heavy industry - heavy truck traffic, high noise levels, water and
air pollution

Aug 25, 2011 3:39 PM

247 Do it!  Do it smart, do it clean, do it responsibly, but just do it. Aug 25, 2011 3:08 PM

248 They can cause damage to the natural beauty of the area, cause more brown
fields, decrease property values, ruin water supplies & rivers.  A REAL BAD
IDEA!

Aug 25, 2011 2:53 PM

249 VERY, VERY important! Aug 25, 2011 2:49 PM
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250 This devastating process would threaten everything else we are striving for. Aug 25, 2011 2:29 PM

251 Although I am wary of it, it is an issue of significance. Aug 25, 2011 1:55 PM

252 important in that it could destroy our future Aug 25, 2011 12:58 PM

253 Once again, the development of nat. gas will be the key to success in the
Southern Tier.  It can be the igniter for the economy

Aug 25, 2011 12:48 PM

254 As I have stated before, pinning the future of our region on NG is a losing
strategy, because it will, by its definition as a limited resource, run out. The price
we will pay to extract it will far exceed the benefit our region reaps from it.

Aug 25, 2011 12:34 PM

255 Of significance yes because if done wrong, this area of New York State will
become useless.  If our water becomes contaminated, all our homes lose value.
Businesses will move out.

Aug 25, 2011 12:22 PM

256 Our only fear is we are 2 years to late! Aug 25, 2011 12:10 PM

257 Definitely.  Additionally, there are more communities/regions that will be directly
affected if/when the Utica Shale becomes a larger target.

Aug 25, 2011 11:54 AM

258 No fracking! Aug 25, 2011 10:56 AM

259 Statewide significance in that we should not allow fracking. Aug 25, 2011 10:47 AM

260 If we are talking about jobs here - DO IT. Let the DEC and those responsible for
overseeing it do their jobs to make it safe. This commission will become a
political tool if you start talking about things other than the creation of jobs and
expanded business opportunities.

Aug 25, 2011 10:45 AM

261 Energy independance, locally generated energy, more tax revs, more
employment, more wealth, in migration of people.  What more do we want?

Aug 25, 2011 8:27 AM

262 It is coming ,If we can jusy get out of the way Aug 25, 2011 8:27 AM

263 Yes, the question is significant.  But it's not clear if you're asking if I agree with it
or not.  Same with other questions.

Aug 25, 2011 7:31 AM

264 This is a genuine natural strength we have and cannot seem to allow the natural
development of.  It is as close to a genuine "no brainer" of epic proportion as I've
seen in my lifetime (55 years) yet NYS can't get it's act together.  Frankly a state
that cannot allow this to happen does not deserve to prosper.  We are apparently
our own worst enemy.

Aug 25, 2011 2:32 AM

265 The State, as well as local, economy would benefit greatly with the safe
extraction of gas.

Aug 25, 2011 1:14 AM

266 I agree that this issue is of significance, because it will have a NEGATIVE impact
on the economic development that we should be attracting.  I don't see business
and families flocking to Dimock, PA to settle!

Aug 25, 2011 12:54 AM

267 NO NO NO Fracking!!!!!!!! Aug 24, 2011 10:40 PM

268 We need to support these industries that will bring jobs to our area.  A side note
to that should be lower energy cost.

Aug 24, 2011 10:38 PM
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269 This is not a statewide issue, downstate should have no say in how we use our
land.

Aug 24, 2011 9:58 PM

270 natural gas drilling will bring big busines,jobs,tax dollars, and keep the local
farmers (the back bone of NYS) from loseing there farms as well as improveing
them greatly.

Aug 24, 2011 9:03 PM

271 Safe drilling must be done Aug 24, 2011 8:16 PM

272 we have been blessed with this resource let's harvest it responsibly Aug 24, 2011 8:11 PM

273 An utter nightmare once you understand the Cradle to Grave - or Full Life Cycle
of this industry.... it will only wreak havoc upon our state.

Aug 24, 2011 6:45 PM

274 yes...very significant, less so economically as not much will accrue to local
residents....but, we put at risk our regional viability....students are pretty
discerning about the kind of place they want to spend their four years+ - does an
industrial invasion zone rank high on this scale? Are people living in the hills of
Vestal, or anywhere where their lives will be disrupted, likely to put up for years
of industrial invasion if they have an option to move? If they move, how will this
impact our region?

Aug 24, 2011 4:35 PM

275 This is a huge issue and allowing major fracking here will be a disaster for the
region, ecollogically, economically and socially.  It has the potential to destroy
what attracts and keeps most people in this area.

Aug 24, 2011 3:39 PM

276 Land, Water and traffic issues aside, I do not believe that the underlying rock
strata is appropriate for hydrofracking.   NYS should be researching new
methods that will be safer below ground and less invasive above ground.  We
need to pause until we can be assured that any new method protects the land
and people.

Aug 24, 2011 3:02 PM

277 I support shale gas development; the anti-drilling hype and lie machine needs to
be stopped.

Aug 24, 2011 3:01 PM

278 This issue affects many areas of the state. Also remember that the Utica shale
would also be open to development and that underlies much more of the state.
It is fundamentally unfair that the proposed DGEIS treats different areas of the
state differently on the basis of how many people drink the water. This is not
scientific; it is political.  If it is too much risk for the NYC and Syracuse
watersheds, it is too much risk for Vestal or Owego or Windsor or Chenango
Bridge where many people drink from unfiltered wells.

Aug 24, 2011 2:54 PM

279 This is the most significant issue for economic development, but it is a negative. Aug 24, 2011 1:58 PM

280 But it has significance in that we ought not be seduced by quick cash and long
term wreckage of our ecosystem and infastructure.

Aug 24, 2011 1:44 PM

281 As stated earlier, can this be done safely?  If our ground water becomes
contaminated you loose out on the agricultural initiatives and significantly
increase costs associated with Health and water infrastructure.

Aug 24, 2011 1:26 PM

282 The way this is presented is confusing -are you asking if natural gas/fracking is
significant in terms of having a positive or negative impact on economic
development? I'm concerned others may be confused as well.   I'm assuming
you mean does it have potential as a significant positive economic development

Aug 24, 2011 12:29 PM
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issue. If this is indeed how the question was meant, I strongly disagree. I think
there may be some short term economic benefits to a narrow range of
stakeholders, but ultimately this approach will hurt other economic development
assets and strategies, and the long term health and vibrancy of our regions and
state.

283 This may or may not prove to be an asset to our area.  Only time will tell.  The
biggest concern is that Fracking may have a negative impact on the local
envirnment and that is one of the areas biggest assets.

Aug 24, 2011 12:14 PM

284 I did answer this question.  see comment  I do not see a place for fossil fuel
development in our future energy planning.  We need to taper off the use of this
energy source.

Aug 24, 2011 12:07 PM

285 If they allow fracking more people (in the long term) will leave our state. Aug 24, 2011 11:47 AM

286 If we get this wrong it will feel good for our generation but will be the bain of
generations to come.

Aug 24, 2011 11:42 AM

287 We need to do this as part of a long range development plan with concern for
developing businesses and services as well as resource extraction. Not a boom
& bust plan but one that respects what we are and where we want to be when
extraction winds down

Aug 24, 2011 10:59 AM

288 Must be safe and provide sustainable energy sources and R&D. Aug 24, 2011 10:56 AM

289 See prior comments Aug 24, 2011 10:39 AM

290 See earlier comments: hydrofracking is more of a danger than an opportunity --
both short run and long run.

Aug 24, 2011 10:09 AM

291 Keep that OUT! It the wrong path. distructive and unneeded! Aug 24, 2011 10:09 AM

292 We can not permit fracking.  It will be the end of what makes New York State
great.

Aug 24, 2011 10:01 AM

293 Drilling will happen!!!  NYS has an opportunity to lead the nation with responsible
drilling, high level of inspections to ensure compliance, % of profits to taxes, % of
profits to local governments to repair and improve any road damage.

Aug 24, 2011 8:57 AM

294 This is a significant issue - but the outcome should be to turn to other more long
term, safer, and more proven economic development.

Aug 24, 2011 8:21 AM

295 What is this - promotion of this scam??   Hydrofracking will give the best people
reason to leave and go to a state which will not impose this nasty business upon
their life

Aug 24, 2011 8:12 AM

296 I agree that this is of significance, but I am totally against hydrofracking... Aug 24, 2011 6:47 AM

297 Short and long term consequences of hydrofracking as practiced in other states
are devastating to the environment and to communities touched by the activities
associated with this form of extraction. NYS must continue as a model of positive
concern about future realities of the future: development of alternative energy,
and sustainable life style.

Aug 24, 2011 5:08 AM

298 Fracking is extremely important...rather the banning of fracking is extremely Aug 24, 2011 1:03 AM
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important. From Philadelphia to Buffalo and beyond, from Syracuse to
Harrisburg, and everywhere in between, clean water and clean air are pivotal to
any economic development. We are not willing to be sacrificed for twenty years
(at most) of fossil fuels!

299 No hydro fracking.  That would impede economic development in the Southern
Tier and ruin many local economies including tourism, wine and beer industries,
agriculture.  The value of real estate would plummet.  People would not want to
come to the area and may be forced to leave.  The water, air, local
infrastructures and local governments and institutions (hospitals, law
enforcement, schools, businesses) would suffer greatly if the area is open to
hydro fracking.

Aug 23, 2011 9:42 PM

300 The potential for this industry to "take over NYS" is a deterrent to residents and
other industry alike.  The threat of health and safety issues, environmental
calamities, property devaluation, air and water contamination, increased traffic,
increase crime rates are all negatively impacting NYS.

Aug 23, 2011 9:18 PM

301 My family stands to become financially rewarded if we as a state permit fracking
for nat. gas.  Will non landowners benefit , or suffer?  Why am I not hearing
about the safer gas extraction method that uses propane.  Let us NOT allow the
Big Gas companies to determine best technologies and dictate the terms.  They
may threaten to "go away" if the citizens demand safer technologies, but the
likelyhood  that these companies  would pass up the riches in the Marcellus  is
nil.

Aug 23, 2011 7:35 PM

302 state wide issue.  if we allow drilling, we won't have the same state we have
now. big bucks for a few out-of-staters doesn't constitute a very worthy economic
development for any part of the region.

Aug 23, 2011 6:46 PM

303 Make it safe and then make it happen. Commented earlier. Aug 23, 2011 6:38 PM

304 I can't fault the many people who support development of the Marcellus Shale. It
is being offered up as the only option for bettering our economic future in this
region. People need to know that it's not "shale or bust", but that with real
investment our rural areas can have thriving economies based on non-polluting
agriculture and renewable energy technologies.

Aug 23, 2011 5:22 PM

305 The responses to this question are not in sync and can be misconstrued
therefore I have answered "no opinion" should the survey be used to promote
hydrofracking of Marcellus shale

Aug 23, 2011 4:29 PM

306 If NY wants to have long term economic growth then hydrofracking must NOT
occur.  The long term costs will far outweigh the short term gains.

Aug 23, 2011 4:26 PM

307 Natural gas drilling must be prohibited in the Southern Tier.  It would destroy our
natural beauty, our clean water and our existing businesses.  It would cause an
economic bust in the long-term.

Aug 23, 2011 3:52 PM

308 It is premature to enter into this destructive industry.  Avoid the boom-and-BUST
syndrome.  Wait until the procedures have been made compatible with humane
living.

Aug 23, 2011 3:23 PM

309 As discussed above. Aug 23, 2011 2:50 PM

310 This is a dead end strategy that will turn us into a dead end region, killing and Aug 23, 2011 2:40 PM
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crowding out the agriculture, tourism, wine-making, organics, etc that are
genuinely sustainable.  It is a boom industry that dies once the production phase
ends.It DOES NOT CREATE MANY JOBS; PA has seen fewer that 10,00 NEW
jobs created in more than a year, despite outlandish industry claims.  The good
paying jobs go to Texans and the locals get to drive trucks. Fracking pollutes the
air, water and land.Despite regulation there are innumerable leaks, spills and
releases of toxics into the environment, which becomes and industrial wasteland.
It polarizes communities, and would never allow the region to work together in a
unified manner (see current polling which shows an extremely divided view of
fracking). It benefits only a few landowners and gas companies, while burdening
the rest of the area with trucks, decreased property values, poor health, pollution
and the costs for infrastructure, medical and emergencies,  It privatizes the
profits and socializes the costs.

311 Once again this will make the difference in our economic success Aug 23, 2011 2:34 PM

312 I strongly agree we had better start allowing drilling of the Marcellus Shale soon.
We have spent long enough and have the World's best plan already in place. Let
us finally have a chance to be successful and profitable!

Aug 23, 2011 2:30 PM

313 Be very careful with this one!!! Aug 23, 2011 2:03 PM

314 If there is plenty of inexpensive gas to use in their house, business and
transportation, cost of doing business with go down and business will grow.

Aug 23, 2011 1:54 PM

315 This should be discouraged, it will damage our appeal to high-end tourism and
long term stable family type of settlements. This sort of industrial development
will damage our areas appeal for tourism.

Aug 23, 2011 1:26 PM

316 Must be able to prove that it can be safe with factual documentation etc. Aug 23, 2011 1:18 PM

317 Of most significance to two Regions, although Utica Shale may involve four or
more Regions. The entire State will enjoy greater income tax revenues.

Aug 23, 2011 1:09 PM

318 There are no safe, reliable, trustworthy natural gas options. Aug 23, 2011 12:55 PM

319 This is a big threat to our region.  While there may be a temporary boom for
short-term lodging and diners and gas stations and bars, the long term effects
are unknown at best and destructive of our most important qualities at worst.
This is a very poor temporary "solution" to a significant problem that will only be
worsened if we allow hydrofracking in our region.  We should not bear the
burden of living with hydrofracking and it's after-effects, while the rest of the
State is protected.

Aug 23, 2011 12:45 PM

320 This is a regional/state-wide issue. However, the perspectives are varied based
on region in the state.

Aug 23, 2011 12:16 PM

321 It is of vast regional importance in a mostly negative sense.  I am unwilling to
check the strongly agree box because I mistrust the intent of the question.

Aug 23, 2011 12:15 PM

322 FOR THE LAST TIME- NO! THIS WILL ONLY LEAD TO THE TOTAL
DEVALUATION OF THE ENTIRE AREA!

Aug 23, 2011 12:10 PM

323 Keep them OUT!!!!!! If you want to see a loss of freedom and self determination,
allowing these guys in is a great idea!

Aug 23, 2011 11:41 AM
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324 We need to look at what happened in other states to see the full effect of
fracking, and follow suit by completly banning it.

Aug 23, 2011 11:37 AM

325 significant in the fact that it is hazardous and ruinous.  possible short term gain
for long term destruction

Aug 23, 2011 11:34 AM

326 As mentioned previously. Aug 23, 2011 11:29 AM

327 This seems to be working better at the local level. Aug 23, 2011 11:17 AM

328 Very significant. Whether for positive or negative results remains to be seen. Aug 23, 2011 11:17 AM

329 IF it happens it will be significant because it will destroy everything we have. Aug 23, 2011 11:12 AM

330 This is of great significance because hydro-fracking is extremely dangerous and
will bring only contamination, pollution, and destruction of natural resources to
this region and to the state.

Aug 23, 2011 10:59 AM

331 Natural Gas Drilling will destroy the Finger Lakes Region. There is NO PLACE
HERE FOR NATURAL GAS!

Aug 23, 2011 10:55 AM

332 This is a statewide issue. The promise to exempt some watersheds from
hydrofracking and not others is a cynical move on the government to divide
residents of the state.

Aug 23, 2011 10:49 AM

333 NO HYDROFRACKING! Aug 23, 2011 10:41 AM

334 I don't understand this question with this item... Aug 23, 2011 10:34 AM

335 How many times do we need to answer the same questions? Aug 23, 2011 10:06 AM

336 there is no good way to hydrofrack. it will destroy everything we have to offer in
this region.

Aug 23, 2011 10:03 AM

337 I agree this is a significant issue, but I believe it will ruin our area for all time. We
are a watershed and should remain so

Aug 23, 2011 9:57 AM

338 As long as we all LOCALLY benefit from lower energy costs and don't get the
environment and infastructure wrecked.

Aug 23, 2011 9:43 AM

339 HYDRO FRACKING is inconsistent with everything GOOD we need to be doing.
FRACKING destroys opportunities and is adverse to sustainability, renewables,
energy efficiency and health and well being of NY State!!!!!

Aug 23, 2011 9:36 AM

340 I strongly agree that this issue is significant.  I hesitated to click a radio button as
I did not want my answer to be misinterpreted to mean I favored it. Hydraulic
fracturing needs to be banned in NY, the nation and the world.  The process is
filthy and will destroy our way of life.

Aug 23, 2011 9:02 AM

341 This is the economic engine that will drive this region out of the doldrums. We
should be educating our unemployed about the skills needed to be employed in
this work.

Aug 23, 2011 8:56 AM

342 the negitives will outweigh the poitives in the long run Aug 23, 2011 8:54 AM

343 NO HYDROFRACKING IN NYS!!!! Keep Big Oil/Gas OUT!! BRING BACK FULL Aug 23, 2011 8:50 AM
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STAFFING AND FUNDING TO THE DEC!!!!

344 It is a VERY big issue and has the potential to NEGATIVELY impact our region,
other regions and the state

Aug 23, 2011 8:27 AM

345 It's time to let the dinosaur die. Our fetishism with fossil fuels is hurting our
communities and planet. We cannot go on with our gluttonous lifestyles ans
business practices. We MUST concentrate on conservation, recycling and
renewable sources of power.

Aug 23, 2011 8:22 AM

346 Fracking will distroy the State of New York.  Take a trip to other parts of the US
where fracking is going on and see what a mess it creates, both visually and
HEALTH wise.

Aug 23, 2011 8:18 AM

347 It's significant, but in the sense that it is a dangerous way that should be
avoided.

Aug 23, 2011 7:40 AM

348 No way, no how should this be considered as a significant economic driver at the
irreversible cost of our natural resources and the inevitable risk to public safety.

Aug 23, 2011 6:43 AM

349 Ban it statewide. Aug 23, 2011 1:21 AM

350 This has obvious interstate and inter regional issues. The first being that how a
resource that exists under NY to Arkansas can possibly be allowed to be
extracted on this or that farmer's piece of land. Who gives that person the right to
take what is under all this territory? And when all the beauty and water in our
area is impossibly polluted that seems to be the death knell of some of the
earlier expressed ideas about eco tourism and recreational areas being a source
of income for ouor area.

Aug 22, 2011 10:56 PM

351 "Fracking" is an environmental/economic disaster just waiting to happen in a
totally inadequately regulated situation.  What makes the Finger Lakes special
could easily be lost forever. This question should never have been posed in this
biased form.

Aug 22, 2011 10:03 PM

352 As mentioned earlier, likely a deal with the Devil. Aug 22, 2011 9:59 PM

353 This is not an option to consider.  There are too many sources of contamination.
Additionally, too little is known about the long-term effects of fracking on the
area.

Aug 22, 2011 9:57 PM

354 This is pf regional and statewide importance in that this region will be destroyed
if the natural gas industry is allowed to do to New York what it has done to other
states.  Clearly if the watersheds of cities re to be protected, the watersheds of
all residents should be protected.

Aug 22, 2011 9:53 PM

355 Why are the New York City and the Syracuse watersheds being protected from
this polluting business but the rest of us Southern tier/Fingerlakes residents can
be non-protected? Is our drinking water of any less concern than to those city
dwellers? No, this is NOT a good industry for this region. Wyoming and Colorado
and Texas have already been polluted and ruined by this industry. We live here
in the Fingerlakes because we already love it here and have a good quality of life
without fracking.

Aug 22, 2011 9:50 PM

356 Only significant in the trouble it will cause - we should not risk our environment
through fracking.

Aug 22, 2011 9:48 PM
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357 Protect the NYC  watershed but not ours? Yeah, that's an inter-regional issue! Aug 22, 2011 9:45 PM

358 If hydrofracking were to come to the Southern Tier all the other assets of the
area will be put into jeopardy: who wants to come to work and live in an industrial
zone (except the ones working for the gas industry), who wants to get an
education (SUNY) in an industrial zone, who wants to live and raise children in
an area with high air pollution?

Aug 22, 2011 9:36 PM

359 This issue is very significant...for individuals and politicians for the elections. It
cannot be avoided but unfortunalty nobody is comfortable with the answers
we've gotten. If its even remotly not safe, its not worth doing

Aug 22, 2011 9:32 PM

360 I agree that big gas corps can make $ on hydro fracking.  I disagree that this will
lead to anything but disaster for our local economies and the environment.
Again,  it is impossible to choose a sensible response.

Aug 22, 2011 9:17 PM

361 boom/bust business, that destroys the things we hold precious.. the Finger
Lakes, the plentiful clean water, good roads, wineries, tourism, organic farms,
clean living...

Aug 22, 2011 9:11 PM

362 when tightly regulated Aug 22, 2011 9:08 PM

363 Yes this is of statewide significance, but thorough questioning and debate is
encouraged before any rush to cash in this resource.

Aug 22, 2011 8:59 PM

364 significant in a deep doomed way...not sue we can stop this horrific process
being forced on us....

Aug 22, 2011 8:57 PM

365 If this comes to pass, it will cost the state far more than it will benefit us. Aug 22, 2011 8:51 PM

366 It is safe and the state's sGEIS regulation are the stricts in the world. 1000000
wells and not once has there been a contamination of an aquifer by fracing
fluids. Methane gas is not considered a contaminate. If that is so, there are
thousands of water well in New York State and this region that have Methane
gas in the water. The state does not consider this when they test water wells.

Aug 22, 2011 8:41 PM

367 I am wary of this industry.  They have not been open, up-front, and honest in
dealing with those who sign leases.  They don't seem to be truly concerned with
the impact their activities have on the environment and the community.  A quote:
"Farmers who have signed leases find their farms unfarmable, their water
undrinkable, and their communities filled with people who don't have ties to or an
investment in the community."

Aug 22, 2011 8:27 PM

368 Significant in that it needs to be stopped, not promoted. Aug 22, 2011 8:12 PM

369 A huge issue that will define everything else for decades to come. Aug 22, 2011 8:01 PM

370 this is important - KEEP HYDROFRACKING OUT OF NEW YORK STATE AND
ESPECIALLY THE FINGER LAKES REGION

Aug 22, 2011 7:54 PM

371 What is this question asking? I  oppose fracking due to the poor oversight and
regulations. It is extremely unprofessional of you to include such a question
without defining clearly what you are asking. Interpreting the answers to this
question will be impossible as there will be many people thinking they are saying
they are against it, which you interpret to mean they are for it. This really is
inexcusable. Every other question has a qualifier. Why not this one?????

Aug 22, 2011 7:09 PM
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372 This should not be developed.  It should not be considered a development issue.
The Southern Tier and the state can develop a stronger economy and solve
energy and infrastructure problems without this!!!!

Aug 22, 2011 6:17 PM

373 The challenges and risks of this industry are the single most important issue
facing the Southern Tier at this time. It has the potential to permanently
devastate the region, and may or may not provide short-term profits along the
way.

Aug 22, 2011 6:11 PM

374 The Finger Lakes should be off limits to this industry.  It will destroy what we
have worked so hard to achieve: world-class wineries, pristine water ways,
peaceful environment, organic farms, state and national parks/forests and a
place for people to come to enjoy the beauty of the region.  This industry cannot
co-exist with what we currently have.

Aug 22, 2011 5:43 PM

375 See comments in #1 above. Aug 22, 2011 5:43 PM

376 Fracking destroys all other efforts due to its negative impacts on water, property
values, and the environment

Aug 22, 2011 5:23 PM

377 We have the oppurtunity to learn from PA.s mistakes and develop our natural
gas reserves with an emphasis on environmental protection and long term
benefit to the community.

Aug 22, 2011 4:39 PM

378 Natural resources are an asset in the region and I believe accessing natural gas
will jeapordize every other resource (in both the short term and the long term).

Aug 22, 2011 4:21 PM

379 The gas drilling with make a few people wealthy while creating jobs for out of
town or even out of state residents.  It may be more environmentally and socially
harmful than it will be economically helpful over the long term.   Keep in mind
that waiting 30 + years for the technology to improve and become safer may
better serve the region in the long run.

Aug 22, 2011 4:14 PM

380 We are not helping ourselves in the long run by focusing on the job growth
obtained through the natural gas industries desire to get cheap natural gas or
our dependence upon it. The costs are way too high. We'd do better by backing
off this temporary fix and investing in some real alternative energy initiatives.

Aug 22, 2011 4:10 PM

381 If hydrofracking is allowed, it will have a huge impact on economic development.
Other businesses may be reluctant to locate here due to water & infrastructure
issues.  This is very significant to our region.

Aug 22, 2011 3:54 PM

382 This threatens our natural resources, the capacity of local governments, and our
way of life.

Aug 22, 2011 3:50 PM

383 If you want to hurt the quality of life in the Southern Tier ruin air & water quality
and risk the thriving tourism and agriculture this is a good idea . Common sense
and science both say NO

Aug 22, 2011 3:40 PM

384 No Fracking Aug 22, 2011 3:34 PM

385 Of course it is significant state-wide.  Why should it be banned in New York
City's drinking watershed and not in everyone else's?

Aug 22, 2011 3:34 PM

386 Again - this should be considered but only long enough to say NO. Aug 22, 2011 3:30 PM
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387 Need state regulations. Aug 22, 2011 3:26 PM

388 fracking will bring economic boom that will leave community stressed and
fractured, polluted and depleted. This is important at inter-regional level, where
the hurt will be the highest

Aug 22, 2011 3:19 PM

389 I really believe that his will ruin our water supplies all across the region.  If not
today, tomorrow.

Aug 22, 2011 3:17 PM

390 If the gas companies are willing to poison our water to make a profit, that is
everybody's problem because everybody has to drink that water.

Aug 22, 2011 3:04 PM

391 The choice: become an industrial sacrifice zone where few people would like to
live or visit (gas drilling option) or promote/enhance agriculture, tourism,
education and existing companies.

Aug 22, 2011 3:04 PM

392 It's not clear here what this opinion means.  I mean that I do not what the
fracking as part of our economic growth.

Aug 22, 2011 2:58 PM

393 I am glad NYS appears to be taking a cautious approach on this, I fear the risk of
pollution and damage that will become a burden to the tax payers is high.

Aug 22, 2011 2:49 PM

394 Benefit to international companies on the backs of local rural landowners.
Irrevocable irreversible harm and potential for harm with millions of gallons of
toxic waste created with each well.

Aug 22, 2011 2:33 PM

395 In the long term, hydro fracking will destroy this area on a multitude of levels I
have touched upon in previous comments.

Aug 22, 2011 2:31 PM

396 It is definitely of state-wide significance, and the significance is not good. Aug 22, 2011 2:26 PM

397 If it is done in a safe fashion Natural Gas will save our area - People have no
idea how much money this can generate through restaurants, stores, etc

Aug 22, 2011 2:21 PM

398 HYdropfacking will ruin our region ultimately.  no hydrofracking . Aug 22, 2011 2:11 PM

399 The gas must come out BUT people, land and the water must be protected.
Corporations generally maximize profit and leave garbage behind.

Aug 22, 2011 1:37 PM

400 What is the question?   I think it is a mistake to go this route end of story. The
only place that fraking has been done on this level so close to people anywhere
is PA and they have yet to convince me that it can do done safely, cleanly or
without damaging our quality of life while keeping the gas here in our country.

Aug 22, 2011 1:36 PM

401 This industry will be a long-term loser for NYS. Not worth exchanging quality of
life for good-paying Texas jobs and short-term NYS jobs.

Aug 22, 2011 1:25 PM

402 Bad Bad stuff!  Let's wait until there is a Safe way to get the gas out of the
ground! It's not going Any place! I know it coming, please let's do it safely!

Aug 22, 2011 1:22 PM

403 While this is not a question, I will reiterate: NO FRACKING! Aug 22, 2011 1:07 PM

404 We must develop this resource ASAP!!! Aug 22, 2011 1:05 PM

405 No fracking Aug 22, 2011 12:54 PM
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406 I agree that the issue is a big big one.  But this is phrased n a way that I can't
really express my opinion.  The risk/benefit ratio is not at all on the side of doing
this without compromising what we hold dear about this region. You have stated
this as a loaded question.

Aug 22, 2011 12:44 PM

407 I think this will ultimately adversely affect the economics of he area! Aug 22, 2011 12:21 PM

408 This entire alleged questionnaire is purposed to push for fracking, clearly. Aug 22, 2011 12:04 PM

409 This is a significant issue but Hydro-fracking threatens the foundations of life in
our region. Poorly worded directions.

Aug 22, 2011 11:53 AM

410 Well, bad design again.  It is immensely important to the state and the region
that we NOT get involved with the natural gas industry, as they will take away
our natural resources and quality of life and property values, and siphon our
wealth off to out-of-state locations.

Aug 22, 2011 11:45 AM

411 this is the KEY issue for us, as it could erode everything that makes paying the
high taxes here worthwhile.

Aug 22, 2011 11:43 AM

412 I think too many people are focusing on the boom and not the bust to come from
this extraction. I know my family will leave the region if this goes through without
serious protections in place for the wine region. My husband is an award winning
winemaker and we hoped to open our own winery, but we're concerned about
the onslaught of drilling. We'll go elsewhere if this industry is allowed entry onto
properties around the lakes and tourist corridors. Any land remotely close to the
wine trails needs to be protected. We'll go back to California, or consider Oregon
or Washington state where they actually protect their wine industries.

Aug 22, 2011 11:43 AM

413 See above Aug 22, 2011 11:42 AM

414 Hydrofracking will not help the economy in productive ways.  Please read the
serious economic studies that have been done by Jannette Barth and by Susan
Christopherson.

Aug 22, 2011 11:29 AM

415 Again, this is a BIG mistake and risks turning our land scape into a heavy
industrial zone and destroying our already strong industries.

Aug 22, 2011 11:25 AM

416 Yes, it is of significance but, no, is is not a long-term POSITIVE factor. There's a
possible boom...but booms end and then there's the aftermath.  Don't encourage
the short term profit, look for long-term stability and quality of life.

Aug 22, 2011 11:24 AM

417 see comments before. A boom and bust economy is not a good model for long-
term sustainability. If we're taking the gas out, let's do it slowly and for our own
use not to help China fan its economic development. This gas is pegged for
export not local use.

Aug 22, 2011 11:24 AM

418 This will be a flash in the pan boom bust experience. Aug 22, 2011 11:09 AM

419 I agree that this is highly undesirable and significant. Assist neighboring states in
resisting further fossil fuel extraction. The destruction of their environment(s) and
water will hurt all of us.

Aug 22, 2011 11:01 AM

420 Must happen NOW! No more delays! Aug 22, 2011 10:51 AM

421 Lets get going before we end up in line behind PA and end up with weaker less Aug 22, 2011 10:47 AM
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responsible companies coming in to NY and drilling irresponsibly....the quality
companies like Chesapaeak are backed up and busy

422 This is a highly controversial issue that deserves careful and thorough
investigation.  We need to consider how our actions will affect our physical and
environmental health and that of future generations.  This should not be a hasty
decision.  It is up to the government to do the right thing - and the right thing is
rarely the quickest easiest choice.

Aug 22, 2011 10:47 AM

423 Agree that it's an issue.  But, if we were truly stewards of our area we would not
allow this life and health impacting industry into our area.

Aug 22, 2011 10:42 AM

424 MUCH needed and responsable to our future Aug 22, 2011 10:38 AM

425 I strongly agree that this has great significance, but in a negative way.  I cannot
think of an instance in which I would ever be in favor of this.

Aug 22, 2011 10:34 AM

426 This has a huge negative impact on economic development.  If there is one thing
that this state could do to help economic development is to STOP natural gas
drilling.

Aug 22, 2011 10:27 AM

427 Nerver It is not need.  I cannot believe that you have asked this question three
time now.

Aug 22, 2011 10:25 AM

428 Natural gas development comes at the expense of existing industries such as
tourism, hunting and fishing, and viniculture.  The gains are short term.  The
issue is largely presented to the public by the media and in polling as a choice
between economic benefit and environment.  That is a false way of looking at it.
The committee should be looking at comparative studies, which look at the down
side and externalized costs rather than prospective studies sponsored by the
gas industry (such as the notoriously misleading Broome County study).  The
bust following the boom could be devastating in longer term if the development
comes at the expense of existing sectors such as tourism, hunting and fishing,
viticulture, and organic farming (once there is fracking in the area, organic
frames will lose much of their market).  Ignore the elephant in the room at your
own peril.

Aug 22, 2011 10:25 AM

429 this is of significance only in that it must be stopped! Aug 22, 2011 10:24 AM

430 A short term fix for a long term problem. Not to mention people are not going to
be moving to NY to live in areas with fracking taking place. Rising health care
etc.

Aug 22, 2011 10:15 AM

431 How long is the gold rush expected to last? And are industry projections
realistic?

Aug 22, 2011 10:08 AM

432 This issue requires a strong statewide position and clear regulation. Aug 22, 2011 10:02 AM

433 I would have checked ADAMANTLY and VEHEMENTLY DISAGREE if this had
been an option.  Hydrofracking should be banned in all of NY State.

Aug 22, 2011 9:53 AM

434 Will have a huge impact on region and state. Aug 22, 2011 9:53 AM

435 The way the question is worded is confusing.  I think this issue is of major
significance -

Aug 22, 2011 9:48 AM
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436 see previous comment - We need DEC to work with the landowners as
landowners want to continue to live on their land.  If we keep stopping it the
landowner coalitions will fall apart and specualtors will buy the land to sell to gas
companies with no interest in maintanining the quality of the environment.  The
farmers will be forced to sell as property values will increase and alone with that
taxes - if the coalitions can get a deal with the gas companies it will pump money
in and the people who live on the land will benefit as will neighhboring business
and schools - Taxes will decrease while tax revenue will increase

Aug 22, 2011 9:48 AM

437 THIS IS THE THIRD QUESTION YOU HAVE ASKED ABOUT HYDROLIC
FRACTURING, YOU WOULD THINK YOU ARE TRYING TO GET SOME
FEEDBACK AND SOUNDBITES FOR THE THE PROMOTION OF THE
INDUSTRY.  BAN THE PROCESS OF HYDROLIC FRACTURING, BAN THE
TRUCKS FROM POLLUTING AND DRAINING OUR WATER SUPPLY AND
UNDERGROUND ACQUIFERS, BAN THE INDUSTRY FOR POLLUTING OUT
AIR QUALITY AND THE QUALITY OF OUR LIVES IN NYS.  BAN
HYDROLICFRACTURING NOW!!!!!!!!!!!!!!p.i.8/22/11

Aug 22, 2011 9:32 AM

438 The single most important issue that we face today.  Will we devastate all that
we have come to love in our region?  I think and pray not.

Aug 22, 2011 9:25 AM

439 This is of statewide significance - we have the greatest supply of freshwater in
the world and some of the greatest soils.  Our government should be working to
protect them and keep them pure - not giving the green light to poison them.

Aug 22, 2011 9:25 AM

440 Not sure I understand the question-- certainly of significance, but this is not our
strongest economic development tool

Aug 22, 2011 9:14 AM

441 This is an issue of inter-regional and statewide significance.  What is bad for
downstate (fracking) should be considered bad for upstate as well.

Aug 22, 2011 9:07 AM

442 still a concern for hydro fracking Aug 22, 2011 9:01 AM

443 Next big thing.  Ripe for regional approach that includes (1) discovery of new,
unique uses for nat gas, (2) manufacture of equipment to convert from other
energy sources to nat gas

Aug 22, 2011 9:00 AM

444 I strongly agree this is hugely significant and I am totally against this practice
until it can be proven 100% safe for all involved from now til the end of time.

Aug 22, 2011 8:54 AM

445 Can we stop coddling the over-educated progressives who are anti-progress? Aug 22, 2011 7:46 AM

446 Will destroy us. I went to all of the shale areas in the U.S. The communities are
dying at the gas leaves. People are dying. Want this area to look like Eunice,
NM? Keep going. Destroy us all.

Aug 22, 2011 6:58 AM

447 fracking again? I am against it unless it can be done safely - so far that has not
been adequately shown

Aug 22, 2011 1:21 AM

448 I do not understand this question. "to what degree are the following economic
development issues of inter-regional or statewide significance?" HOW CAN WE
ANSWER THAT QUESTION WITH THE CHOICES WE ARE GIVEN

Aug 22, 2011 12:52 AM

449 Absolutely unacceptable because  there is no way that our environment can be
protected from the pollution and damage caused by fracking. To reiterate - I
believe that fracking is impossible to be safely regulated because of the cost to

Aug 22, 2011 12:37 AM
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the community for adequate number of regulatory inspectors. the temptation for
them to be bought by the wealthy corporations to overlook violations and the
ability of the corporations to pay fines rather than comply with the regulations

450 Because of NYS Law, it is imperative the state commits necessary staff
resources to monitor the industrialization of southern tier and marcellus shale
area.

Aug 21, 2011 11:55 PM

451 How this turns out is a measure of the pro/anti business climate in NY State.  So
far the anti business forces seem to be winning in their effort to shut down the
natural gas industry in NY State.

Aug 21, 2011 11:40 PM

452 Gas extraction should NOT be considered a means of economic development.
The boom and bust cycle of extraction will leave New York State in ruins--with
poisoned water, air and will devastate existing and potential economies of
tourism, agriculture, sportsmen, and second home owners.

Aug 21, 2011 11:15 PM

453 natural gas industry is signficant in a negative way Aug 21, 2011 11:09 PM

454 I am unclear about the wording of this question; by my answer, I mean to
indicate that I strongly disagree with the idea that Hydrofracking should become
a strong economic force in NY state. I support a ban on hydrofracking in NY
state, because nothing is as valuable as clean drinking water and a relatively
unpolluted environment.

Aug 21, 2011 10:58 PM

455 Bad outlook for the future. The goal of these companies is to increase demand
for NG and increase the price, thus increasing their profits. It is a limited
resource. We need to be smarter than this.

Aug 21, 2011 10:57 PM

456 It's very important and very dangerous. Aug 21, 2011 10:35 PM

457 We need to set a clear date for completion and implementation of the SGEIS.
We need to train the workforce now.  We need to be targeting the support
industries, including the equipment manufactures to move to NY.  PA actively
solicits these businesses at many of the trade shows.  Where are we?

Aug 21, 2011 10:30 PM

458 We already have the training programs in universities and off campus locations. Aug 21, 2011 10:28 PM

459 The money that comes from developing the Marcellus Shale play will not stay in
the area or the state.  The natural gas won't stay in the area or the state.  It's
development will leave this area in worse shape than it is presently because it is
not sustainable.  A few people will get rich and a lot of people will be poorer as a
result.

Aug 21, 2011 10:24 PM

460 Seems big now but drop in the bucket in the long long term. Aug 21, 2011 10:17 PM

461 Only if 100% safe!!!!!!!! Aug 21, 2011 10:11 PM

462 The natural gas industry should play no role whatsoever in the economic
development of New York State. We should be prohibiting nonrenewable energy,
not facilitating it. Cuomo has shown his willingness to throw upstate New York to
the wolves; we won't tolerate it.

Aug 21, 2011 9:57 PM

463 The burning question from all the non-land owners that needs to be answered is:
How will this benefit the non-land owners?  Will there be a significant state tax
reduction as there is in Texas or more spending?

Aug 21, 2011 9:51 PM
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464 Stay the frack out. Aug 21, 2011 9:49 PM

465 Avoid fracking because of enormous long term costs. Aug 21, 2011 9:43 PM

466 I believe that responsible alternative energy options can include natural gas. It
CANNOT, however, include hydro fracking. Let's leave the Marcellus Shale
alone until technological advances can provide us with a safer method. (To me,
safer doesn't mean minimal risk; it means that the consequences of accidents or
unknown factors will not be catastrophic, because accidents WILL happen, and
long-term issues cannot fully be predicted.)

Aug 21, 2011 8:51 PM

467 This is deeply significant, but not in a positive way. I fear the wording of this
survey question is misleading. I strongly agree that Natural Gas issues are
significant, but by significant I do not mean I support this industry.

Aug 21, 2011 8:18 PM

468 This is going to have a tremendous impact on the state if we allow it to go
forward.  We must not let the gas industry buy us off.

Aug 21, 2011 8:01 PM

469 No Fracking! Aug 21, 2011 7:48 PM

470 Hydrofracking should not be part of any future economic development, anywhere
in the region or state.

Aug 21, 2011 7:40 PM

471 Strong NEGATIVE at this point-- accident could cause taxes to skyrocket (or the
environment to go from asset to negative) We need a plan for mistakes to be
paid for by the drillers who profit-- NOT by deteriorating health, or spoiling our
beautiful lakes, or our taxpayers

Aug 21, 2011 6:59 PM

472 This is the wrong way to achieve anything for the health of our region. Aug 21, 2011 6:55 PM

473 So if I think the NG industry is likely to have a significant, yet NEGATIVE, impact
on economic development - which box do I check? strongly agree or strongly
disagree. In previous surveys similar to this, people that thought the former - that
NG would have a significant negative impact, checked off strongly agree. How
will you ensure that that problem in interpreting your data does not happen here?
I don't see how you can.

Aug 21, 2011 6:46 PM

474 very imp. to address (negative impact) Aug 21, 2011 6:34 PM

475 This issue if realized will DESTROY the economy of the Southern Tier. It is an
infestation that will ravage the local harvest like none in history.

Aug 21, 2011 6:08 PM

476 There must be no fracking in this state. Do not consider fracking as a part of your
economic planning. We do not want the vast majority of us to  suffer the
consequences because some heedless, stupid, greedy people make a bundle
(in the short term) from fracking -- and the future of this beautiful region is
shattered beyond repair. There is NO GOOD RESULT from fracking. I speak as
someone who has studied the issue in neighboring states over the past three
years.

Aug 21, 2011 5:53 PM

477 Significant in that it is important that we not allow this in NY. Aug 21, 2011 5:25 PM

478 Strongly agree is it an important issue, that should be more significantly
regulated and permitted as is presently proposed by DEC.

Aug 21, 2011 4:36 PM

479 Keep it out of New York state Aug 21, 2011 4:35 PM
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480 Hydrofracking for methane gas must be banned. Aug 21, 2011 3:56 PM

481 Because of the known and proven risks associated with development of
Marcellus Shale, it will inevitably become more of an economic burden to NYS
than a boon.

Aug 21, 2011 3:44 PM

482 Until it's shown to be safe and clean and operated by corporations that are
transparent and play by the rules,  this should be off the table.

Aug 21, 2011 3:41 PM

483 We must attempt to find renewable energy sources. Aug 21, 2011 3:25 PM

484 Keep this destructive industry out of New York State! Aug 21, 2011 2:43 PM

485 Unfortunately, this is a multi-national industry that is proven to be very damaging
to the kind of strong, stable communities we are seeking in NY.  Because they
have no stake in protecting our water, environment, existing economic sectors,
whether it their intention or not, they would end up destroying those assets.

Aug 21, 2011 2:43 PM

486 Please see my comments in other sections. This industry is boom/bust and does
not meet the criteria that you set forth for long-term, economic sustainability. We
must choose wisely to avoid this cycle and disallow gas extraction and
processing in our area.

Aug 21, 2011 2:24 PM

487 It's hard to interpret the question.   My view is that shale gas development, as it
is currently done, will create lots of long term harm and a very limited benefit.

Aug 21, 2011 1:49 PM

488 I actually agree that this is EXTREMELY important, but not in a positive way!  I
would not create a business in an area where fracking was going on - there are
plenty of other places without that kind of health risk and ugliness.

Aug 21, 2011 1:31 PM

489 Drill Baby Drill!  But do it responsibly. Aug 21, 2011 1:01 PM

490 This one issue greatly impacts small communities unable to defent themselves
against the oil industry and will result in the abandonment of property further
distabilizing our tax base.

Aug 21, 2011 9:04 AM

491 Safety AGAIN Aug 20, 2011 9:12 PM

492 We must say 'no' to this. It risks too much. We have to focus on renewables and
life after fossil fuels.

Aug 20, 2011 4:17 PM

493 As long as $$$ goi into development of communities and support community
goals, this isn't the lottery, it affects everyone

Aug 20, 2011 2:15 PM

494 West Virginia and other states have benefitted from this industry for decades.
Also, it would be nice if one of the benefits could be a less expensive energy
supply for residents of this state. Texas is obscenely wealthy due to energy
companies.

Aug 20, 2011 11:32 AM

495 The natural gas industry iif allowed in will destroy our beautiful state and cost
money in the long run. Studies are emerging that show this. The only reson the
industry can profit is due to gov. subsidies. Time to stop it. Stop the tax breaks.
The industry does not need it. If anything, The gov should invest in buying drilling
rigs to harvest the gas ourselfs for the beefit of the taxpayers. Why give 85% of
the royalites to foriegn interests or corporations when landowners and
governments could tap into the gas to run homes and municipalities for decades.

Aug 20, 2011 11:25 AM
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Immediately ban gas drilling at least for State, County, and municiple mineral
rights until we can figure out a way to tap it ourselves. Ban gas drilling on private
property in Ny untill the DEC has the guts to mandate measures to do it safely.
So  far it is evident, the new environment impact study is not up to par yet. Better
yet create green jobs by developing green energy. (That's not natural gas
because the energy required to extract it combined with the pollution it creates
when burned is as bad as oil regarding pollution and contribution to global
warming. We have to think about future generations. they are our chudlren and
grandchildren.

496 Natural gas extraction is dirty, imposes costs on communities and compared to
other industries has a very low economic multiplier.

Aug 20, 2011 9:12 AM

497 If properly moniterd Aug 20, 2011 8:52 AM

498 Hydro fracking uses up or contaminates so many of our natural resources in the
Southern Tier--e.g. water, clean air--that for me it is the opposite of an desired
economic development.

Aug 20, 2011 8:09 AM

499 Will leave a legacy of pollution.  Holes punched all over the country side and all
of these will eventually leak methane and toxic substances to the surface.  It is
absolutely inevitable.  The industry has no way to prevent this from happening.
Only a culture that has no vision of a sustainable future and no regard for the
welfare of future generations would go down this road.

Aug 20, 2011 7:09 AM

500 Commencing hydrofracking would end our chance for a sustainable future. Aug 20, 2011 12:35 AM

501 What does this Q really mean? Aug 19, 2011 11:33 PM

502 While there may be some short-term, "boom" advantages, the long-term will be
"bust."

Aug 19, 2011 11:20 PM

503 We need to bring the gas companies in for the revenue. They will take some of
the burden off tax payers, and help land owners pay their property taxes. Help
ones like us laid-off to pay our bills, and not lose our home.

Aug 19, 2011 10:41 PM

504 This is not a key aspect of inter-regional development and carries too much risk
to our long-term valuable assets. We will not readily heal our environment from
aquifer contamination, which may already be taking place. It seem impossible to
quantify the risk or identify the means to restore.

Aug 19, 2011 10:11 PM

505 we are setting on the largest source of natural gas in the world. we need to
extract and exploit this resource.

Aug 19, 2011 6:22 PM

506 Again, mphasis on health/safety, environment Aug 19, 2011 5:43 PM

507 See previous comments.  We need to develop renewable energy sources, and
the environmental impacts, and overstated economic benefits of this industry are
overstated at best.

Aug 19, 2011 5:35 PM

508 We need to move on this right now. Aug 19, 2011 4:45 PM

509 The world is not perfect, and there is not a perfect industry, but check out the
economy of Texas, the Dakotas or currently Pennsylvania and ask yourself why
is people moving to these states?

Aug 19, 2011 4:13 PM
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510 There are too many other options out there to develop rather than risk destroying
our fresh water sources.  Clean up, when even possible, is far too expensive and
the gas companies don't want to pay it.

Aug 19, 2011 4:12 PM

511 With reservations Aug 19, 2011 3:38 PM

512 Nat. gas is the energy of the future and hyro/fracing is proven to be safe. Aug 19, 2011 3:11 PM

513 This is significant only in that it is destroying our landscape. It is certainly not a
draw for settlers or an incentive for businesses (with the exception of the gas
business).

Aug 19, 2011 2:01 PM

514 Lets do it and do it safely. Aug 19, 2011 1:59 PM
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1 Too often, streamlining is a code word for eliminating vital environmental
protections that business claims are burdensome. I strongly disagree with
privatizing gains while socializing costs, which is what deregulation is often
about.

Sep 15, 2011 11:54 PM

2 I'm all for eliminating waste and inefficiency, but so often this is an excuse to
declare open season on the ecosystem, and public health and safety in the
interest of serving billionaire corporate greed. Streamline processes and
paperwork, but keep strong regulation in place, and make them pay their fair
share of taxes.

Sep 15, 2011 11:37 PM

3 Anything that can sensibly streamline government regulation without the
regulations losing their effectiveness is good.

Sep 15, 2011 10:06 PM

4 Start a mission to get rid of regulations. No new regulations without getting rid of
10 current regulations.

Sep 15, 2011 5:41 PM

5 I think regulations are needed, but clarity and faster processing is also needed. Sep 15, 2011 2:31 PM

6 Complicated matter. Sep 15, 2011 12:44 PM

7 This is a very poorly worded question because there are probably some
regulations that might need updating but  there are also regulations that are in
place for very good reasons like protecting the health and welfare of NY
residents.  If certain polluting industries find regulations too onerous then we
probably don't want them here.

Sep 14, 2011 3:50 PM

8 Agree and don't agree.....we MUST protect nat'l resources and human
resources.

Sep 14, 2011 12:22 PM

9 State-lelvel mandates are not as damaging as the local manipulation of hte laws
and enforcement.

Sep 14, 2011 9:21 AM

10 We need to explore a kind of governance and regulation that fosters sustainable
economics.  The current situation is necessary to counter-balance the potential

Sep 13, 2011 11:38 PM
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and feasible recklessness of bottom-line driven business.

11 Some regulations are necessary.  Maybe there should be better coordination
between agencies on how they work but we can not just abolish all regulations or
we will be like MIssissippi.

Sep 13, 2011 9:12 PM

12 In business but don't know what an anti-business requirement is.  Regulatory
reform and refinement is always welcome - don't throw the baby out with the
bath water.

Sep 13, 2011 8:26 PM

13 Proper regulation rewards good businesses and allows them to plan. Any
attempt at deregulation rewards crooks (BP/recent financial debacle, etc,etc,
etc.) and society pays and suffers.

Sep 13, 2011 5:43 PM

14 Particular interest would be maintaining that the natural gas exploration does not
allow for the artificial inflation of housing (rental and purchase) prices.

Sep 13, 2011 4:13 PM

15 Alignment must be done within a thoughtful framework. Even with reduced
funding, there is no less govenment because regulatory agencies are increasing
regulations to protect themselves. Change must include individuals who are not
intimately tied to respective regulatory agency.

Sep 13, 2011 11:47 AM

16 Government defeats the purpose when it becomes too complex. Some things
need consolidation.

Sep 13, 2011 11:26 AM

17 Get the state out of the way.  Local governments with the assistance of a broad
plan of what's acceptable and what's not (legal / not legal).

Sep 13, 2011 11:03 AM

18 As long as this protects the property owners rights and the gas companies can
not just come in an start fracking without landowners approval to frack even if NY
deems it safe.

Sep 13, 2011 12:36 AM

19 I worked for the government for 3 years and was constantly frustrated at how
long it took to get something accomplished and this was even with the simple
tasks--always needed a form and had to go thru 20 steps before accomplishing
anything.  Definately need to streamline processes and it eventually would
reduce costs and improve efficiency.

Sep 12, 2011 10:37 PM

20 I provided no multiple-choice answer to this question because I agree with some
parts of it and disagree with others.  Some regulations are good, some are bad.
In general, I think we need more regulation than we have at the moment to
protect our environment and natural resources and to protect public health. This
is a clean, green area, that is a huge asset, and we should protect it. Water is
becoming increasingly scarce in some parts of the U.S. and regions with a lot of
clean water are likely to be in great demand in the not-so-distant future. It would
be impossible to adequately protect this area if shale gas extraction occurred
here: the gas industry has shown in PA that it considers paying fines to be a cost
of doing business and that it will deny responsibility and enter into costly legal
proceedings when damage occurs due to drilling/fracking.   I think that people
like to point at regulation as a scapegoat, when in fact a lot of the county's
problems come from a history of putting too many eggs in one economic basket-
-a tendency that may arise from the past influence of EJ & IBM. Large
corporations may be great for a while, but if there is too much reliance on a
single source of income and anything at all happens to change that (cheaper
labor elsewhere, product becomes dated, etc.) then the entire area is out of luck.

Sep 12, 2011 3:18 PM
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I think that some in Broome are looking at shale gas extraction as a replacement
for these lost industries, and in so doing they are just setting the area up for a
huge bust and a lot of expensive environmental damage. Instead, the county
should be encouraging a wide variety of small, locally owned businesses and
providing an excellent education for area residents so that they can fill skilled
positions at local businesses and so that some of them can start their own
businesses. It would also be very wise to encourage businesses that work in
energy conservation and renewable energy fields. As I have said in other
questions, the areas that get a jump in these fields will be ahead of the game.

21 State regulations are necessary but need to be sensible.  Unregulated business
is usually at the public's expense.  Over-regulation kills free enterprise.  It should
be possible to arrive at a sensible balance between the two extremes.

Sep 11, 2011 10:48 PM

22 anti-business requirements? We should not weaken or abolish present
environmental or labor regulations, to attract business.

Sep 11, 2011 2:11 AM

23 The regulatory process is broken...has been for years. DEC has been destroyed
and is unable to function to  protect the people. Needs investment for high-
quality professional people in decision-making positions again...like when it got
started.  Don't see that happening with gutless political processes in action.

Sep 10, 2011 3:11 PM

24 Simplify but do not eliminate regs.  REgs are critical to maintaining integrity of
any system.  Whenever, they are loosened, havoc erupts as in the mortgage
crisis.

Sep 9, 2011 4:00 PM

25 Regulations should be simplified as much as possible and updated regularly.
But businesses are in the business of making money ... not, for example,
protecting the water I drink, the air I breathe or the rights of our residents ... in
those areas, if a regulation is seen as anti-business, so be it.  Water, air and civil
rights are more important.

Sep 9, 2011 10:32 AM

26 Regulations on business impacts to the community and environemnt are not
strong enough.

Sep 9, 2011 8:41 AM

27 More important is making them independent of business interests. Regulation is
not "anti-business" of itself, but regulations perverted by special interests are.

Sep 8, 2011 5:06 PM

28 decrease state regulations Sep 8, 2011 3:53 PM

29 Are there really "anti-business" requirements or is that just Fox Newsspeak? Sep 8, 2011 3:40 PM

30 No Fracking Sep 8, 2011 1:01 PM

31 This sounds like the corporate mantra, "Let business do as they please and all
will be well". Deregulation didn't work in reducing utility costs, it definitely didn't
keep Wall Street honest or prevent egregious crimes against the American
public and it won't work as a strategy for economic development in NYS. Again,
this is part of the race to the bottom, when we should be looking at strategies
that help grow the middle class and keep our environment clean and safe from
marauding corporations that care about nothing but their own profits.

Sep 8, 2011 12:45 PM

32 Again, such a mixed bag that you can't say yes or no. Certainly health and safety
regulations are essential. A statewide single payer system would help to make
regulations more rational, because the stats would be there on what really

Sep 8, 2011 11:17 AM
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causes problems and what is an improbably danger.

33 Not to sound pessimistic, I am not sure the state has the track record to do this
successfully.  Streamlining means firing.  IF they are willing to do that, then I
agree.

Sep 8, 2011 7:44 AM

34 There certainly is huge room for improvement, but I'd hate to see the baby
thrown out with the bathwater.

Sep 7, 2011 1:16 PM

35 Regulatory reduction (especially for paperwork) would be appreciated; however
the environment must not be sacrificed for short term gains.

Sep 6, 2011 7:52 PM

36 Since the NYC and Syracuse watershed precludes drilling this is a regional issue
for us.  For some reason our watershed is not as sacred as those of large cities.
What's wrong with this picture?

Sep 6, 2011 6:32 PM

37 A quick and easy permitting process for gas drilling should be implemented as
soon as possible.

Sep 5, 2011 9:46 PM

38 My concern here is that "simplifying/streamlining" regulations actually means
easing environmental regulations.  If it means clearifying and reducing certain
paperwork, it would be a good idea.

Sep 5, 2011 3:57 AM

39 Yes we need BETTER regulations. This does mean some streamlining, but it
also means MORE regulations in some areas (like gas drilling, since the SGEIS
is not regulatory). We also need neutral government watchdogs and ways to
enforce those regulations that are appropriate. We've got to stop letting the foxes
design the hen houses (yes, I am referring to the dSGEIS, but also more
generally).

Sep 5, 2011 1:27 AM

40 Rules and regulations to protect the inhabitant of the Southern Tier. Sep 4, 2011 9:14 PM

41 Not sure what you mean by "anti-business requirements". Sounds like you're
trying to ram through ill-considered proposals by trashing the practice of
restrictions. "Regulation" is not some four letter word. It is, at best, a considered
way of avoiding harm to innocent people. Think along the lines of what Erin
Brochovich uncovered, and it's implications. People need to have the protection
of the law when they are harmed by shoddy business practices.

Sep 4, 2011 8:57 PM

42 There's too much collusion now.  How does the State Insurance Agency plan on
forcing insurance companies to pay for subsidence for homeowners who were
forced to compulsory integrate and their house developed cracks in the
foundation so that the house becomes uninhabitable?  Will the DEC pay for it?  I
doubt it.

Sep 3, 2011 10:30 PM

43 Too Much regulation is choking us! Sep 3, 2011 9:02 PM

44 Too much government. This state is over regulated. Sep 3, 2011 8:51 PM

45 As the government represents the people's interests,  proper funding and
enforcing fair laws to all endeavors.

Sep 3, 2011 7:57 PM

46 I believe that business does NOT self regulate in the interest of the citizenry.  I
believe that by definition business seeks maximum profits.  Therefore regulation
is essential to protect the people.

Sep 3, 2011 2:47 PM
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47 Amen! Sep 3, 2011 2:37 PM

48 More progressive tax laws should be in place. Non profits which are high
revenue and own large amounts of property should not bee exempt from taxes.
Regulation of hazardous, dangerous, and degrading industries such as gas/oil
extraction should be based on strict liability, the posting of large bonds before
activities are commenced, the disclosure of all chemicals and compounds used
too the public at large, the designation of all wastes produced as hazardous, and
the requirement that a disposal plan be in place which eliminates all threats to
human or environmental health be in place before the commencement of
activities. (Of course, in the case of fracking, this cannot/will not be done; so the
activity should be banned.)

Sep 3, 2011 11:19 AM

49 Make the natural gas industry accountable for the Clean Air and Clean Water
Acts to ensure our environmental health well into the future, else condemn us all
to a polluted, contaminated world.

Sep 3, 2011 10:52 AM

50 Regulations should be simplified, but not at the expense of loss of protection of
people and environment.  Business should not be choked, but the rest of us
need to be protected as well.  A delicate balance needed here.

Sep 3, 2011 8:06 AM

51 Government should regulate business as little as possible, except when
environmental issues are concerned.

Sep 2, 2011 3:37 PM

52 Get out of the way. Sep 2, 2011 3:00 PM

53 It's a success to say it's now simple to pay for all of these wasteful programs?
REVALUATE/ELIMINATE THE PROGRAMS

Sep 2, 2011 2:02 PM

54 in massachusetts, people and businesses find it easy to convert to sustainable
energy in their homes and facilities....they are encouraged to find new
ways...here in NY regulations have caused people to "hide" their conversions
just to avoid the lengthy and costly regulatory hoops needed to move into
sustainable energy alternatives

Sep 2, 2011 12:26 PM

55 Again, what are you asking? Yes, we shoudl try to make this better for everyone Sep 2, 2011 10:47 AM

56 If we can't make our business environment free from overburdening regulations,
new business will simply go elsewhere, maybe even off shore.

Sep 2, 2011 7:32 AM

57 Disolve all mid level governmental agencies and cut state regulations. Save a
tree and stop printing new laws and regs

Sep 1, 2011 6:30 PM

58 Disagree with various parts of the question. Regulations are not created to be
anti-business; they are created to protect the public. Yes, regulations should be
reviewed, some eliminated, some made stronger.

Sep 1, 2011 6:26 PM

59 I firmly believe that we need as much regulation as possible to prevent industries
from taking advantage of those who are in dire need of jobs.  One only has to
look back at the pre-regulatory days in the coal mines and heavy industry
factories to see just how devastating the impact of unregulated or
underregulated busiinesses can be on the workers and the geographic
landscape.

Sep 1, 2011 4:07 PM

60 NO to "streamlining" of regs if it means making it easier for corporations to abuse Sep 1, 2011 2:11 PM
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workers and/or the residents of NYS.

61 3 years and 33 days and counting for the DEC to permit hydraulic fracturing that
is being done safely in dozens of other states.  WE ARE WAY BEHIND & the
gas industry is going to Ohio rather than NY.  IF WE DO NOT PERMIT GAS
SOON, we won't have the option of utilizing all of the benefits it will bring to our
area in this generation and it may be decades before the gas industry needs to
return.

Sep 1, 2011 11:59 AM

62 Good luck Sep 1, 2011 11:14 AM

63 Regulations are good.  We want to slow and control growth of all kinds so it can
be done in a controlled manner that benefits all of us, not rich industrialists.

Sep 1, 2011 10:26 AM

64 Don't know what anti -business requirements means? Sep 1, 2011 9:49 AM

65 Mixed answer - yes to some, no other others. Sep 1, 2011 9:24 AM

66 Government is too big and intrusive. Make it a goal to get rid of 10% of the
regulations each year for the next five years.

Sep 1, 2011 8:57 AM

67 Protection of the ehalth and safety of the residents of NYS is job number 1 for
the governent. Trading the citizens of NYS well being for economic politcal
support from Big O & G is despicable and probably illegal.

Sep 1, 2011 7:02 AM

68 Streamline, eliminate waste. Aug 31, 2011 4:03 PM

69 Define anti-business requirements. Aug 31, 2011 1:42 PM

70 New York has always been last in making sound decisions for the people due to
the sheer corruption in Local Government and the small special interest groups
that have lots of money. It would be awesome if politicians would" just do the
right thing" for the good of all.

Aug 31, 2011 10:05 AM

71 Too much regulation. It hinders economic development. The regulators do
anything and everything to increase authority as a way to ensure employment for
themselves and agencies they represent. Common sense has been removed
from the process.

Aug 31, 2011 9:54 AM

72 NY is overly regulated and taxed. If we continue to pander to the special interest
groups who make up the minority NY will surely miss the boat for prosperity. NY
has always been the leader in industry and development. We, sad to say, are a
mere shadow of what we once were due to over regulation and taxation.

Aug 31, 2011 8:05 AM

73 I agree with stremlining duplicate services and regulating agencies. I strongly
agree with keeping strong environmental regulations to protect our future.

Aug 31, 2011 7:07 AM

74 This "question" is inadequate and shows a flawed survey design. Of course it is
significant, but you don't have enough descriptive text for this item. What are you
asking me to agree or disagree with specifically? I think there are some
regulations that should be more strict, and others that are ridiculously rigid and
narrow. It's a question first of what we here in the So. Tier value, then how to we
promote or protect that.

Aug 31, 2011 2:14 AM

75 Making the process too easy for dirty industry or less than ethical political Aug 30, 2011 4:18 PM
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leaders can leave the public with little protection and should be avoided.
Stronger regulations are not a bad thing if it protects vital rights (Clean Water)
and slows the march of dirty industry.

76 We need to reduce the impact of unfunded State mandates to local
governments. In Tompkins County 88% of the County's budget goes to
programs State-mandated programs!  This means our seniors and poor are
funding through property taxes programs that should be funded by the wealthy if
we had a progressive income tax and revenue sharing with local governments.
The State must drastically increase it's local revenue sharing to support local
governments.  Repeal the property tax cap.

Aug 30, 2011 1:39 PM

77 Although I agree I am skeptical that any efficiencies will ever happen in NY.
Remember the very people whose jobs depend on the present system are the
ones that must change things.  UNLIKELY!!

Aug 30, 2011 1:09 PM

78 see earlier comments on maintaining a balance between corpoarte voice and
needs and that of civil society

Aug 30, 2011 11:26 AM

79 Regulations should always be reviewed. But blaming regulations is often an
excuse for poor business skills.

Aug 30, 2011 9:50 AM

80 We should be making it easier to do business, not harder - statewide and
regionally

Aug 29, 2011 10:15 PM

81 NYS is disfunctional, as already stated many times. Down state controls us and
does what is best for them. A real no-win situation for upstate. No wonder my
kids all left NY, think I will join them.

Aug 29, 2011 7:46 PM

82 Look at current processes, identify weaknesses and find ways to save money,
control costs and streamlining processes.

Aug 29, 2011 5:05 PM

83 I feel I have already addressed these issues Aug 29, 2011 4:03 PM

84 When individuals or groups use our court systems and or regulatory processes
to stop or delay something they don't like there shold be heavy levies or fines
imposed if there is no substance to the arguements.

Aug 29, 2011 11:07 AM

85 Businesses should be held responsible fiscally, morally for their actions and this
should not be a state by state thing.

Aug 29, 2011 8:47 AM

86 SIMPLIFICATION IS NEEDED Aug 29, 2011 8:24 AM

87 Lowering taxes and providing new "regulations" to ensure safe and accountable
operations.  Sounds like talking out of both sides of your mouth.

Aug 28, 2011 10:27 PM

88 The gas industry needs more regulation, not less. Aug 28, 2011 9:49 PM

89 But, the state cannot cut back the positions to oversee regulations, such as the
D.E.C. which we need more than ever.  We don't have enough overseers to
monitor gas drilling as it is, and the state eliminated the man who had opposing
views.

Aug 28, 2011 9:26 PM

90 Consolidate governments to eliminate wasted levels and redundancy.
Environmental protections should remain or we will all end up dead from cancer

Aug 28, 2011 9:10 PM
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or worse.

91 How about eliminating unreasonable, stifling regulations? Aug 28, 2011 12:54 PM

92 Ideally there would be one point of contact with each of  the federal, state and
local governments to make it easier for businesses to start and grow. THAT is
what a business development agency should be about. Reduce overlap between
agencies.

Aug 28, 2011 12:31 PM

93 Takes the handcuffs off. Aug 27, 2011 10:31 PM

94 If aligning truly means streamlining, that is, reduction of hurdles, obstacles and
costs, then great! If it simply means studying the matter to death, and increasing
the sizes of the agencies to 'keep them aligned', then NO THANKS!

Aug 27, 2011 9:08 PM

95 NY is a bureaucratic nightmare.  Many projects encounter overlapping programs
and regulations.  Staffing has been cut for programs that would enhance the
productivity of NY.  Streamlining of processes and reduction of non-productive
spending would increase the efficiency of tax dollars spent thereby reducing the
need for high taxes and freeing businesses to take advantage of the resources
NY has to offer

Aug 27, 2011 9:32 AM

96 Regulations are a scam designed to play big brother to the little people and
make it look like corporations are being watched when, in reality, they just make
loopholes for the corporations to work around.  How can regulations work when
they are penned by the very industry they are designed to regulate?  I am too
small to write a regulation, so government has no problem writing a regulation to
govern me, but the opposite is true of large corporate entities.  Again, visit
www.strongerinc.org to find out about regulations in NY.

Aug 27, 2011 8:37 AM

97 NATURAL GAS SHOWS THE STATE DYSFUNCTION.  MOST OF THE FACTS
AND DEALS REMAIN BEHIND CLOSED DOORS.

Aug 26, 2011 10:34 PM

98 the epa and state regulatory agencies are in the pocket of the companies.  no
real enforcement is ever done until a disaster strike and the it quietly goes away
again when the companies and their lawyers start buying influence.

Aug 26, 2011 10:17 PM

99 We need to be vigilant about enforcing strict environmental safeguards.
"Streamlining" regulations would provide loopholes and lack of proper monitoring
of industrial sites.

Aug 26, 2011 9:38 PM

100 The purpose of government is to do for us what we cannot do better for
ourselves.  I cannot prevail against the likes of Halliburton, Chesepeake,
Monsanto, Nestle, Bank of America, Citibank, Fannie May and Freddie Mac,
Cargill - I could go on but I imagine you get my point.  My pockets are not deep
enough.

Aug 26, 2011 8:45 PM

101 In terms of CAFO and agriculture, we need a central office. Instead, we have
DEC, EPA, Susquehanna TMDL. We are suffocating the agricultural community
with regulations. The farmers have no way to pay for these regulations. Many of
these, TMDL, are not needed. These regulations are being developed by people
with book smarts but no real world field experience. Technical experience but not
common sense.  We are going to lose our agriculture base and will not be able
to regain it. Building of houses and supermarkets will destroy agriculture before
NG drilling will. We can manage a well but a building is forever.

Aug 26, 2011 7:50 PM
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102 Another way to read "anti-business" is "pro-consumer".  Businesses need to
operate ethically with the good of the community in mind as well as their bottom
line.  A sensible regulatory framework is necessary and provides a level playing
field for both businesses and consumers.

Aug 26, 2011 5:27 PM

103 We already have that problem with governmental offices turning a blind-eye to
the chemical genocide that happens to its citizens when fracking comes to town.

Aug 26, 2011 5:14 PM

104 currently regulations are too heavy handed and burdonsome Aug 26, 2011 5:04 PM

105 The State is unable to meet its regulatory responsibilieis. Ask a farmer when
they were last inpsected by anyone with expertise.

Aug 26, 2011 4:02 PM

106 Having effective regulations does not mean inefficiency. We've got the internet
now and virtual mapping. Permitting can be done as an open project with
everyone live at the same time.

Aug 26, 2011 3:50 PM

107 We need state regulations and staff to enforce it, but don't take so long to make
or change regulations.

Aug 26, 2011 3:32 PM

108 current regulation process is way to difficult. Aug 26, 2011 2:41 PM

109 Until this is tackled seriously, nothing else will happen.... Aug 26, 2011 2:08 PM

110 Can't answer because I'm not sure what "anti-business requirements" are. Aug 26, 2011 2:04 PM

111 it must by really simple to set up a small local business. Aug 26, 2011 1:20 PM

112 Too many regulations stymies business. Aug 26, 2011 1:11 PM

113 We must have a strict but fair business regulatory policy.  Corporations will do
whatever is in the best interest of the bottom line someone must keep them
honest.

Aug 26, 2011 12:58 PM

114 Job creation that does not benefit local residents is ludicrious. Aug 26, 2011 12:15 PM

115 Again with the tendentiousness.  Of course "anti-business requirements" are
bad, but what exactly do you have in mind?  Are there any requirements that
were designed to be "anti-business"?  Probably not.  So if something is indeed
"anti-business," its original purpose needs to be revisited.  Maybe it's no longer
needed; maybe it needs to be updated.  Similarly with "simplifying/streamlining
of regulations."  Of course regulation needs to be as simple and as streamlined
as possible -- while still doing what it's meant to do.  Some cumbersome
regulations may not be worth having, even if they're meant to serve a good
purpose.  Other times, a regulation may be cumbersome, but also be the
necessary price of some important public purpose.  Without knowing what
specific rules are intended here, it's impossible to have an opinion.

Aug 26, 2011 11:54 AM

116 This helps but without making the area attractive to employees you won't get the
deal done.

Aug 26, 2011 11:22 AM

117 We have to balance our regulatory expectations and make it enticing for industry
to come back.  Let's not become California Jr.

Aug 26, 2011 11:00 AM

118 As stated earlier these are of major impediment. Perhaps not as written but as Aug 26, 2011 10:50 AM
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applied by the bureaucrats.

119 This is where the emphasis needs to be. Also, and very specifically, we need to
monitor the number of public sector jobs we have (and work to reduce that
number) as each public sector job represents higher taxes, fees, regulations, etc.

Aug 26, 2011 10:34 AM

120 More regulations are better -- they exist to protect public health, worker safety,
etc.  Regulations are not the problem.

Aug 26, 2011 10:18 AM

121 This brush paints too broadly; regulations are not necessarily bad Aug 26, 2011 10:14 AM

122 Require a Superfund by drillers to re mediate problems but reduce all the
ridiculous paperwork necessary to get started.

Aug 26, 2011 9:53 AM

123 This is the most important! Aug 26, 2011 9:50 AM

124 We're overburdened by local, state and federal rules and regulations. We need
smaller gov't. not bigger. Every day you turn around there is a new bill being
passed impinging on our rights on our ability to work.

Aug 26, 2011 9:42 AM

125 Too broad to answer. Aug 26, 2011 9:37 AM

126 A little ambiguous-I could be both for and against this depending on the situation.
Very circumstantial (at least to me).

Aug 26, 2011 9:31 AM

127 We need to cut down on bureaucratic processes and groups and make
government more efficient with less redundency.

Aug 26, 2011 9:28 AM

128 With protective measures, the devil's often in the details.  Make things clear,
certainly, but oversimplifying often allows for too many loopholes.

Aug 26, 2011 9:22 AM

129 Common sense isn't it? Aug 26, 2011 8:52 AM

130 emphisis on streamlining! Aug 26, 2011 8:44 AM

131 Not aligning...reducing the cost of government. Aug 26, 2011 7:47 AM

132 It needs to be done ,but can it??? Aug 26, 2011 7:34 AM

133 regulations can be good to hold businesses in place. Aug 25, 2011 10:34 PM

134 VERY IMPORTANT Aug 25, 2011 10:09 PM

135 WE ARE THE MOST OVERLY REGULATED STATE IN THE COUNTRY.  LET
THE AGENCIES DO THERE JOBS AND LEAVE THE POLITICS OUT OF IT.

Aug 25, 2011 9:58 PM

136 speaks for itself, probably not going to happen, though. Aug 25, 2011 9:50 PM

137 needs a complete overhaul to be there for the right reasons not for politicians to
earn off of

Aug 25, 2011 8:42 PM

138 Make process leaner. Aug 25, 2011 6:27 PM

139 hit the problem on the nose Aug 25, 2011 4:44 PM



602 of 681

Page 6, Q4.  <b>State Regulatory Process/Procedure:</b>  This includes aligning government and regulatory
bodies; anti-business requirements; and simplifying/streamlining of regulations.

140 We need strong regulations to protect our environment and way of life. Aug 25, 2011 3:39 PM

141 If every governing body could put away their thirst for power for just a session,
maybe the little folks who elected them could see an improvement in their state.

Aug 25, 2011 3:08 PM

142 ONLY if this means that stuff like FRACKING doesn't slide thru faster! Aug 25, 2011 2:53 PM

143 State regulates and take too long to make important decisions.  Sound decisions
should not take years to make.  We need to make the current system more
efficient.

Aug 25, 2011 12:48 PM

144 You will probably find that many of our regulations were put in place for a
reason, but some may be adjusted, especially some building code requirements
in the urban areas, for practical purposes.

Aug 25, 2011 12:34 PM

145 no local rule related to the development of natural gas & no over regulations Aug 25, 2011 12:10 PM

146 I don't think this is of significance or a significant obstacle to economic
development in NY. Phrasing things such as 'anti-business requirements' makes
clear the bias of the survey writers

Aug 25, 2011 10:47 AM

147 Simplify regulations and make it easier and faster to open a business. Aug 25, 2011 10:45 AM

148 Union state and nothing we can do about that. Aug 25, 2011 8:27 AM

149 We need to cut through the mess Aug 25, 2011 8:27 AM

150 Please do not do away with regulations. Regulations protect citizens, they are
not a burden.

Aug 24, 2011 10:40 PM

151 Too much regulation.  We need to step back re-evaluate. Aug 24, 2011 10:38 PM

152 Government should certainly be simplified and streamlined as much as possible.
However sensible and strong regulations that are properly enforced are essential
to protect NYS residents from exploitation at all levels.

Aug 24, 2011 3:39 PM

153 The role of government is to protect its citizens.  This can and must be done in a
fashion that allows for creative expression and expansion while encouraging
citizen participation.

Aug 24, 2011 3:02 PM

154 again this has to be a state-wide issue... I have no idea what anti-business
requirements means. Generally alignment and streamlining are good as long as
the regulations protect consumers, workers' rights, etc.

Aug 24, 2011 2:54 PM

155 The needs to be a "leveling of the playing field" between government and
business.  Business can no longer support the benefit packages for government
when most small business can't afford to provide benefits to their own
employees.

Aug 24, 2011 2:23 PM

156 What do you mean by "anti-business requirements?" How can i possibly respond
to an undefined term like this?

Aug 24, 2011 1:58 PM

157 how do you define anti business requirements? Aug 24, 2011 12:31 PM

158 Better support for local and regional production, processing and distribution of Aug 24, 2011 12:29 PM
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food, fiber and renewable energy is needed, that streamlines regulations and
coordinates the oversight and actions of regulatory agencies.

159 I did not choose an answer above—see comment  Regulation of industries and
businesses as they pertain to the comprehensive plan is crucial to reaching the
goals of the plan.  A community group should be a part of the oversite of these
regulatory and government agencies.

Aug 24, 2011 12:07 PM

160 What are ANTI-BUSINESS REQUIREMENTS?? Please see my concern about
advocacy and the lack of problem solving above.

Aug 24, 2011 11:42 AM

161 I do not mean to in any way reduce reasonable regulation,  inspection or
penalties.

Aug 24, 2011 10:59 AM

162 strongly agree that we should align government and regulatory bodies; anti-
business requirements; and simplifying/streamlining of regulations.

Aug 24, 2011 10:46 AM

163 See prior comments Aug 24, 2011 10:39 AM

164 I am not aware of any "anti-business requirements." This sounds like an
ideologically loaded term.

Aug 24, 2011 10:09 AM

165 Strong regulation is an asset. Aug 24, 2011 9:36 AM

166 Regional control of mining/drilling.  Being able to ban an activity that is both
economically and environmentally unproven.

Aug 24, 2011 8:21 AM

167 Right -  speed up hydrofracking so that people will be too disinfrancised to reject
this nasty business. This will be the final straw of the Corporate take-over of our
lives in New York State.

Aug 24, 2011 8:12 AM

168 Too many hoops to jump through, and regulations that tie the hands of business. Aug 24, 2011 7:42 AM

169 Profit for some at the expense of many is not just. I don't like regulations, but I
like rapacious corporations without oversight even less. Conflict is not always
bad, and some regulations are essential when corporate entities seek to profit at
the expense of our people's future.

Aug 24, 2011 1:03 AM

170 The correct balance between what is good for business and what is good for the
communities in which businesses operate must be maintained.  We must
continue to regulate business for the public good.

Aug 23, 2011 9:42 PM

171 Again, regulation is in place to protect our most valuable resources...health and
safety of our citizens, as well as the air we breath and the water we drink.

Aug 23, 2011 9:18 PM

172 in most instances, regulations seem lax and unenforced rather than too
stringent.

Aug 23, 2011 6:46 PM

173 The attitude should be to create good strong business which enhance our
communities.  Monitor them and work with them when there are problems but
protect the communities and there residents.

Aug 23, 2011 6:38 PM

174 State and intra state.  Regulations across state boundaries is more difficult than
selling products overseas.

Aug 23, 2011 5:41 PM
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175 I think this question is phrased in a very pro-business way. There is more to life
than increasing profits.

Aug 23, 2011 4:49 PM

176 Again - agree or disagree to anti-business requirements? What am I agreeing or
disagreeing to? Nobody likes anti-business requirements but what is the verb??

Aug 23, 2011 2:30 PM

177 Need to ease up some of thie regulations! Aug 23, 2011 2:18 PM

178 Many negative issues in these areans....listen to the small businesses. Aug 23, 2011 2:03 PM

179 Regulations are needed to keep our environment safe for future generations.
Lack of attention to environmental factors (i.e. "fracking"). This sort of industrial
development will damage our areas appeal for tourism.

Aug 23, 2011 1:26 PM

180 Will we finally have an opportunity to repeal the "Scaffold Law"? Aug 23, 2011 1:09 PM

181 While many of the regulations are beneficial and are important for quality of life,
there is a trend toward making regulations with little enforcement and
dysfunctional procedures which basically makes them ineffective.

Aug 23, 2011 12:16 PM

182 I'm all for aligning the regulatory bodies, and simplifying regulations in the sense
that businesses complying with them should experience as little negative impact
from the sheer burden of documentation as possible while achieving the
intended purpose.  Again, if there were no more text after the bold print I would
answer this question differently.  We shouldn't have 'anti-business requirements'
just to be perverse.  However, I am more likely to think there are far too few
actual restraints in many instances, such as on the oil and gas industry, and I
support much stronger and more stringent actual controls, not streamlined and
weakened ones.  The process of compliance should be made less onerous for
honest businesses, but not at the expense of giving up proper protections.  I
want smarter government, not less, dumber, more ineffective govenrment.

Aug 23, 2011 12:15 PM

183 YES, There needs to be a state-wide ban on drilling, exploration, housing,
compressing, waste acceptance, and any other activity involved with gas
production.

Aug 23, 2011 12:10 PM

184 Stop regulating small farms; start regulating the big polluters. Aug 23, 2011 11:41 AM

185 Reduce government intervention. Aug 23, 2011 11:29 AM

186 Taylor Law, Right to Work State, Aug 23, 2011 11:25 AM

187 "Anti-business requirements" means what? NYS needs to continue and extend
environmental protections, though they may be considered "anti-business."

Aug 23, 2011 11:17 AM

188 Regulations need to be much stronger to protect our precious natural resources. Aug 23, 2011 11:12 AM

189 this very much depends on what regulations you are refering to. There is no one
blanket answer to this question.

Aug 23, 2011 10:55 AM

190 What are "anti-business requirements?" Aug 23, 2011 10:49 AM

191 Regulation and monitoring are critical and necessary functions of government
that create a level playing field for all businesses.

Aug 23, 2011 10:41 AM
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192 Regulations protect the environment, the people who live in that environment
and are designed to keep the companies (who hate any and all regulation)
honest to the extent they can be prosecuted for messing up. If someone tells you
regulations are a hindrance to economic development, that person wants to be
free to mess up your environment, your safety, and anything else you might hold
dear and to walk away without having to answer for their actions.

Aug 23, 2011 10:06 AM

193 bureaurocracy kills creativity. Aug 23, 2011 10:03 AM

194 We need GOOD regulations and HOME RULE to protect THE PEOPLE! Aug 23, 2011 9:36 AM

195 The state seems to rush through and allow the most damaging businesses while
hampering things like organic farms.  The old family farm, which was the most
sustainable and healthy method of farming is nearly a thing of the past in NY.
The family (especially organic) farm needs to be encouraged again in NY. I was
amazed the other day in the store when there is apple harvesting going on in NY
- apples in my local store were from Argentina. This needs to stop.

Aug 23, 2011 9:02 AM

196 Layering councils, committees and working groups on community development
does not speed up the process. Look at what happening now. Funding awards
have been witheld as all NYS agencies have antied up their funds for the Gov's
grand announcement on the projects he wants done.

Aug 23, 2011 8:56 AM

197 I hope by "Streamlinning of regulations" you do not mean LOOSENING them. Aug 23, 2011 8:50 AM

198 We must use regulations to protect our communities and people, and be careful
that those regulations are not being twisted to favor big industry.

Aug 23, 2011 8:22 AM

199 not sure what this statement means. I feel we do need regulations--and the
means to inforce good regulation--so that everyone complies and doesn't cut
corners at the expense of health and the environment.

Aug 23, 2011 8:18 AM

200 Government regulation and enforcement is the only safeguard the public has to
prevent wholesale destruction by business interests.

Aug 23, 2011 6:43 AM

201 Anti-business?  We are way too business-friendly. Simplifying and streamlining
regulations means getting rid of them and weakening them--NO. We need to
strengthen them and give the government more power to protect us.

Aug 23, 2011 1:21 AM

202 Government needs to get smaller and less expensive and let the free markets
proper.  Government is the problem, not the solution!

Aug 22, 2011 11:04 PM

203 INDEED, STREAMLINING OR SCRAP DETRIMENTAL REGULATIONS Aug 22, 2011 10:04 PM

204 "Fracking" is an environmental/economic disaster just waiting to happen in a
totally inadequately regulated situation.  What makes the Finger Lakes special
could easily be lost forever. This question should never have been posed in this
biased form.

Aug 22, 2011 10:03 PM

205 Regulation is key to responsible development.  It must be transparent, though. Aug 22, 2011 9:57 PM

206 Regulations are there for a reason--to protect people. Aligning the regulatory and
government bodies with industry occurred to a high degree in Japan with the
nuclear industry. Look what happened there.(Did you read the New York Times
series on the Japanese nuclear industry after the tsunami and meltdown?)  I

Aug 22, 2011 9:50 PM
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believe that industries and corporations don't care what they do to the general
public as long as they make money.  Regulations are important. There should be
an independence of regulators from industry. There are no "anti-business
requirements". Businesses seek to manipulate and get more influence. They
need to be controlled. The public needs to be protected from business interests
that exploit them.

207 I don't know if it's an inter-regional issue, but I'm for simplified but strong
regulation.  Basically the profit system is not to be trusted, and it's only getting
worse with time.

Aug 22, 2011 9:45 PM

208 there has to be a balance struck. Personally I feel that these regulations are
important and am pleased to see the government having a hand in pointing out
abuses.

Aug 22, 2011 9:32 PM

209 If I strongly agree that these are significant issues, this can be interpreted that I
am in favor of what I am not.  This survey is cunningly or stupidly constructed.

Aug 22, 2011 9:17 PM

210 Regulations do have reasons to exist, but if not written well can be unnecessarily
burdensome.

Aug 22, 2011 8:59 PM

211 again don't have much data to base an opinion on... Aug 22, 2011 8:57 PM

212 We do not have enough protection against the oil and gas industry Aug 22, 2011 8:51 PM

213 You CAN NOT have anti-business requirements and survive. Simplifying and
streamlining regulations would help a lot. This state has taken a very anti
business stance over the years and now we have little business left. As the
population dewindles so does our strong national and the tax monies sent to
Washington will now follow the population to other areas at our loss.

Aug 22, 2011 8:41 PM

214 We need more clarity, more effective oversight, and less complicated
regulations--more effective, easier to understand and apply.

Aug 22, 2011 8:27 PM

215 IF REGULATIONS MUST BE PUT INTO PLACE IN ORDER TO SAFEGUARD
THE TRUE RICHES OF THIS REGION:  CLEAN WATER, AIR, TREES, THEN
FINE.  keep hydrofracking out of new york state.  this is PRO business -
agriculture business.  if you destroy the water (or even put it at risk) then it puts
all the true riches of this region at risk.  IT IS NOT WORTH THE RISK.  KEEP
HYDROFRACKING OUT OF NEW YORK STATE

Aug 22, 2011 7:54 PM

216 State and local regulations need to distinguish between small, local business
and big corporate interests.  Small, local business, especially family farms, need
protection and assistance.  Big corporate interests need to be regulated more
heavily and the state needs to provide the funding needed for effective oversight
and regulatory enforcement.  Shoddy work on the Milennium Pipeline should not
have happened!!!  No natural gas companies should be allowed to extract
natural gas using horizontal hydrofracking.

Aug 22, 2011 6:17 PM

217 It's important to make a distinction between meaningless paperwork, which is
always excessive, and safeguards that protect the public interest.

Aug 22, 2011 6:11 PM

218 I have to disagree because of the way this is worded.  Simplifying/streamlining
regulations seems like double-speak to let industries get away with unregulated
processes.

Aug 22, 2011 5:43 PM
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219 See comments in #1 above. Aug 22, 2011 5:43 PM

220 This goes with mandate relief but Aug 22, 2011 4:14 PM

221 When new Federal rules on street signs with bigger print are mandated at
hundreds thousands of dollars to locals and when EPA demands more from
SWTP than down stream to compensate for their decades of pollution it ids time
to align something.

Aug 22, 2011 3:40 PM

222 No Fracking Aug 22, 2011 3:34 PM

223 Consolidate with less administration. Stop chopping the 'real'workers. Aug 22, 2011 3:26 PM

224 Anit-business requirements are often pro-people requirements.  Let us not
destroy people for business, you can't have a business without people.

Aug 22, 2011 3:17 PM

225 Way too many governmental bodies and agencies exist in NYS.  Mandates and
regulations from a previous richer age need to be adjusted to promote business.

Aug 22, 2011 3:04 PM

226 Address the taxes.  The State Regulatory Process (and politicians) seem to be
the cause of the high taxes.  Naturally I am just an ignorant working stiff, what do
I know.

Aug 22, 2011 2:49 PM

227 I need to know more about the specifics. Aug 22, 2011 2:31 PM

228 Streamlining and eliminating redundancy is good; de-regulating is not. Aug 22, 2011 2:26 PM

229 CONSOLIDATION - Done thru retirements not layoffs NEW PENSION TIER
LOWER HEALTH INSURANCE COSTS RAISE THE RETIREMENT AGE END
TENURE CAP LAWSUITS

Aug 22, 2011 2:21 PM

230 The reason the Great lakes and other fresh water bodies were a mess in the
60's was because of no oversight or regulations. China is learning that there is a
cost with pollution and they will soon start cleaning up their act which means
they will have the same laws as we do now. The other problem is that we care
about our environment. We should not be buying from anyone who does not
have the same care about the environment as we do. Forcing other countries to
clean up their act will put us on the same playing field. It not our regulations its
the lack of regulations on other countries and the fact that we buy from them
means we are still polluting somewhere.

Aug 22, 2011 1:36 PM

231 ?????? Aug 22, 2011 1:22 PM

232 But what is meant bu "anti-business requirements"?  This makes no sense to
me.  What does it mean?  Proper regulations would not be "anti-business"
unless a given business cannot make a profit except by causing harm.  In which
case it is bad business and should not be considered viable as a business.

Aug 22, 2011 1:07 PM

233 The state is anti-business through and through! Also the upstate/downstate
schism is detrimental to upstate. Upstate needs to secede! No more downstate
politicians having power over upstate!

Aug 22, 2011 1:05 PM

234 I also think this question is not worded well.  It would be important to do all of this
efficiently, but it is very important that it be done well and thoroughly and with the
perspectives of many people.  Simplifying/streamlining regulations is not a goal if

Aug 22, 2011 12:44 PM
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that makes criteria easier to finesse. The process should be transparent, with
plenty of time for input and review.

235 Pushing for cutbacks on regulations in fracking is your real goal, isn't it? Aug 22, 2011 12:04 PM

236 We need stronger regulations , more detailed and protective regulations and
more regulations and less corporate influence and lobbying.   This is another
very problematic question- it strikes me that whatever box I check the answer
can be spun as support for deregulation.

Aug 22, 2011 11:59 AM

237 We need strong regulations to protect the rights of everyone.  Basic rights to live
in a quiet, peaceful, healthy environment must be assured.

Aug 22, 2011 11:56 AM

238 Agree/disagree with what? There should not be "anti-business" requirements.
Businesses need to be responsible and good neighbors. Regulation of
businesses needed for them to comply.

Aug 22, 2011 11:53 AM

239 What the heck is an "anti-business requirement"?  This survey is so
unprofessional.  Did Palladino smack that one over from Buffalo with his baseball
bat?  This stuff is ideological posturing, not economic development.

Aug 22, 2011 11:45 AM

240 I think the regulatory process should be reinforced and strengthened for any
industry that can potentially damage the environment and natural resources that
others depend upon.  We know what happens when businesses are allowed to
regulate themselves.

Aug 22, 2011 11:43 AM

241 See above.  I assume there will be an overarching business transformation
process for the State government.  The local government will be involved when
the business process connects the two. (This does not mean to say that local
government will not have their own transformation process).  You cannot
address everything at once, so I am hoping we will focus on those processes
that define economic development.

Aug 22, 2011 11:42 AM

242 We don need streamlining and regulations that make sense.  But the implication
is that you want to eliminate regulations.  We need a very strong regulatory
system that makes sense.

Aug 22, 2011 11:29 AM

243 This question is too simplified. Yes, reviewing the state regulatory process is
important, but some of the regulations are important to keep.

Aug 22, 2011 11:24 AM

244 does not mean you reduce environmental protection though Aug 22, 2011 11:09 AM

245 Streamlining to what end.  If this means doing away with necessary regulation,
be very cautious.

Aug 22, 2011 10:42 AM

246 run-away power...needs to KNOW who they work for...we are a joke when
compared to other states and countries

Aug 22, 2011 10:38 AM

247 Unsure how to answer this.  It seems to me that many government and
regulatory bodies are already aligned to the extent that they overlap and
intertwine.  I feel more opportunity for public comment should be given.

Aug 22, 2011 10:34 AM

248 Addressing the amount of red tape necessary to run a business would have a
huge impact.  Regulations of the state and payment from the state has a huge
impact of the cost of doing business.

Aug 22, 2011 10:27 AM
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249 This is the second time you have asked this question and once more I say we
need regulation but in a way that helps people not the way organic farmers are
regulated.  the way they are done is just dumbas most regulation is.  Write
regulation  that make since not the BS we have now.

Aug 22, 2011 10:25 AM

250 Again, because of the ambiguity in the question, I cannot strongly agree or
disagree, essentially taking the number of choices from five to three.  And even
then, this question can be taken two ways, basically making my choice
meaningless, apart from the comments I leave here. From my personal
experience, I see a major problem of dysfunction between state agencies, but
the fault may lie as much with the legislature as with the agencies themselves,
which tend to represent certain private or special interests.   For example, the
NYS legislature has given an exemption of environmental regulation to CAFOs --
Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations-- ostensibly to relieve small farmers
from regulatory burden.  In reality, these are large operations, whether public or
family corporations, which buy up land from distressed farmers in an area.  For a
large dairy operation, this means more liquid manure lagoons,and  more trucking
of manure, the bulldozing of hedgerows and filling in of streams, and plowing
right to the edge of wetlands.   The bulldozer, more than the tractor, is
emblematic of this sort of farming.  They have to maximize production because a
combination of commodity market prices and, I believe, the way certain large
concerns dominate milk distribution and suppress prices for their own
advantage.  So the answer, to maintain profitability, is large and larger
opeations, using unsustainable practice.  More corn, more fertilizer, more
atrarzine, more run-off.  I contend that this is NOT what our region needs.  And
though I don't know how the owner and founder of Chobani yogurt comes down
on this regulatory question "deep in the rolling hills of Central New York" but it is
pertinent that 'no rBGH' is anathema to the priniciples of CAFO's.  As long as the
area disturbed is less than five acres, these large farm operators can basically
do as they please.  Ag & Markets has jurisdiction; the DEC has none.    They can
do things that would result in cease and desist orders and fines were anyone
else to do them.  This is not the sort of agriculture that we should be encouraging
in the southen tie at the expense of other industries, such as organic and
sustainable agriculture and tourism.  The same could also be said of gas drilling.
Just because some my profit in the short term, doesn't mean it is good in the
longer term.  Unsustainable agriculture practices are not good in the long term.
Our future is in a different direction.  In summary, the problem is the control of
commodity markets to depress prices which results in un-sustainable practice
and externalized costs.  In the case of CAFOs, the lack of regulatory oversight is
what enables this.  We can and should promote sustainable agriculture instead,
and provide help ensure the success of sustainable businesses in promoting the
region as wholesome and health source of food.  Gas drilling is not
commensurate with this.

Aug 22, 2011 10:25 AM

251 What is anti-business requirements exactly? Enviromental laws and the such or
high taxes?

Aug 22, 2011 10:15 AM

252 Please don't blame state agencies.  The problem is how the regulations and
funding is structure on a legislative level.

Aug 22, 2011 9:56 AM

253 Couldn't agree more. Aug 22, 2011 9:53 AM

254 This is not a regional objective.  NYS has to reduce and reform for the benefit of
all regions

Aug 22, 2011 9:00 AM
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255 yes it is of statewide significance that there are too many regulatory bodies and
we don't need more.

Aug 22, 2011 8:54 AM

256 Being pro-business does not mean a return to sweatshops and the Triangle
Shirtwaist factory. It means facilitating business development--not thwarting it--
and rewarding productive work. Note: productive work does NOT include having
children.

Aug 22, 2011 7:46 AM

257 This question upon all of this is based is redundant. But you meant it like that
didn't you?

Aug 22, 2011 6:58 AM

258 I am for "pro-business requirements Aug 22, 2011 1:21 AM

259 I  believe that fracking is impossible to be safely regulated because of the cost to
the community for adequate number of regulatory inspectors. the temptation for
them to be bought by the wealthy corporations to overlook violations and the
ability of the corporations to pay fines rather than comply with the regulations

Aug 22, 2011 12:37 AM

260 Streamlining is good, deregulation is a disaster. See BP oil disater; food
contamination outbreaks; dangerous toys from china; how 'bout that 2008
economic collapse (derivatives, anyone?); and closer to home, the cheap, mega
bus industry? Regulations are there for a reason, and the challenging economic
times should not be used as an excuse to further reckless corporate demands
for "deregulation" that prioritize profits over public health, safety, and individual
rights.

Aug 21, 2011 11:55 PM

261 What is proposed concerning anti-business requirements?  The statement does
not make sense.

Aug 21, 2011 11:40 PM

262 don't know what you mean by "anti-business requirements" Aug 21, 2011 11:09 PM

263 You are trying for false findings with these items in the same question. Aug 21, 2011 10:28 PM

264 Regulations can be simplified, but we don't want the regulations of a third world
country.  We have regulations because they have been shown to be necessary
to protect citizens and the environment.  The regulations are the rule of law that
are part of civilized society.

Aug 21, 2011 10:24 PM

265 I don't understand the phrase "anti-business requirements." Is that like anti-trust
laws, worker protection laws, safety requirements? Who wants to go back to the
days of child labor? Child-labor laws were an anti-business requirement,
according to some businesses.

Aug 21, 2011 10:17 PM

266 Smaller Govt & business friendly are good Aug 21, 2011 10:11 PM

267 I don't even know what this means. Aug 21, 2011 9:57 PM

268 Don't "streamline" or consolidate if it means loss of local control and local
autonomy.

Aug 21, 2011 9:49 PM

269 Again, what price must we pay for this??? Aug 21, 2011 7:40 PM

270 This question is unfairly worded.  It doesn't distinguish between businesses that
build the local economy/community and large corporations that drain money and
jobs out of state. It implies that the main problem with regulations is their

Aug 21, 2011 7:40 PM
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complexity, whereas a very real problem now is the weakness or even lack of
enforceable regulations against actions that public health and well being.

271 If they are useful and protective regulations then they should be retained.  What
specifically is an anti business requirement?

Aug 21, 2011 7:11 PM

272 Red herring. Regulations are not anti-business and are not enforced enough to
protect public health, especially with continued cuts in regulatory agencies.

Aug 21, 2011 6:55 PM

273 "anti-business requirements" such as?? What if someone thinks strong
regulations are good? can they make that choice clear in this question? I don't
think so. the bias of the question is unavoidable.

Aug 21, 2011 6:46 PM

274 agreement among players crucial Aug 21, 2011 6:34 PM

275 Lifting regulations and requirements, while seeming to encouraging business, is
a sure way of allowing sloppy procedures to be promoted within industries that
commonly look to their bottom lines rather than the well-being of the
communities in which their operations reside. In other words, if not regulated,
corporations dump and pollute without a second thought.

Aug 21, 2011 6:08 PM

276 Regulations must be enforced. Beef up the DEC and other regulatory agencies,
don't dismantle them!

Aug 21, 2011 5:53 PM

277 fewer committees, keep things as simple as possible, instead of making them as
complicated as possible

Aug 21, 2011 4:35 PM

278 Need a balance between business and protecting a healthy environment and
common resources.

Aug 21, 2011 4:20 PM

279 Stronger state oversight and regulation is important Aug 21, 2011 3:56 PM

280 Anti business requirements?   Who is making up these questions??!! Aug 21, 2011 3:41 PM

281 Government should serve the needs of people and small business--not
corporations, as it currently does.

Aug 21, 2011 3:25 PM

282 This simply means that you are interested in enabling through regulation
business and industrial development in the State regardless of the cost to
residents. I am not a fan, and do not condone the idea that it is acceptable for
people and property to be seen as collateral damage.

Aug 21, 2011 2:43 PM

283 I believe in government's role to protect the common good, and when it requires
regulation of individuals or corporations, I support those actions, whether it is
inspecting slaughter houses and restaurants, or writing regulations for health
insurance and nursing homes.

Aug 21, 2011 2:43 PM

284 Simplifing regulations often means weakening the protection of people and the
environment.   That's a mistake.

Aug 21, 2011 1:49 PM

285 Anti-business requirements often protect health and safety - look at all the
remediation being needed in Ithaca now, because of the inadequate regulations
75 yrs ago.  Those kinds of regulations need to stay in place!

Aug 21, 2011 1:31 PM

286 The less red-tape the better.  Less management and more workers.  The more Aug 21, 2011 1:01 PM
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we can make government function like private business the better off we will be.
We need people who want to work.  Not people who work at making it seem like
they work.  If a government body would fail if it were private then it should be
restructured.

287 Be careful, we need rules and we need to stick with them Aug 21, 2011 8:10 AM

288 Sure, streamline. But if you are saying favor "wealth" over "health"---then this
should NOT be the focus.

Aug 20, 2011 4:17 PM

289 simple is better Aug 20, 2011 2:15 PM

290 It has always perplexed me that DEC and DOT have the state divided up into
regions that don't correspond with oneanother. Perhaps there is a logical reason
for this but I can't think of one. We have the best DOT and highways in this part
of the country and the best State Police. These things aren't cheap. But a lot of
troopers make too much money.

Aug 20, 2011 11:32 AM

291 We need more regulations and laws to punish corporations who break the law.
Get rid of corporate personhood.

Aug 20, 2011 11:25 AM

292 This is a case by case issue, as I stated above. Milk distribution is not the same
thing as industrialized pig farming. Killing small businesses is not the same as
inviting in another WalMart. Organic CSA's or another small restaurant is not the
same as hydrofracking. We need an overall philosophy of sustainability, not a
get rich quick scheme that will leave our area a dead sacrifice zone.

Aug 20, 2011 10:13 AM

293 Again, a truly poorly designed question Aug 20, 2011 9:59 AM

294 "anti-business requirements"  such as?? Aug 20, 2011 9:12 AM

295 I believe strongly in Home Rule. The benefits outweigh the disadvantages for
businesses and others.

Aug 20, 2011 8:09 AM

296 This is too complex for a simple answer. Aug 20, 2011 12:35 AM

297 I'm not sure how "anti-business" fits into this question. Aug 19, 2011 11:20 PM

298 We need to bring the gas companies in for the revenue. They will take some of
the burden off tax payers, and help land owners pay their property taxes. Help
ones like us laid-off to pay our bills, and not lose our home.

Aug 19, 2011 10:41 PM

299 Part of this should be the consolidation of many of our villages and towns
governments to get more unified and efficient with ultimately reducing the tax
burden of each of our residents and reducing the the level of municipal
regulation.

Aug 19, 2011 10:17 PM

300 Too many exemptions and too much relaxed oversight of high impact industries
and practices (like natural gas development, which should be subject to the
Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, and Clean Drinking Water Act).  Too much
regulation on lower impact industries, such as agriculture, restaurants,
hospitality, etc.  Inadequate municipal sewage treatment plants need resources
and government must acknowledge their level of impact and stop shifting blame
to other industries.  Fees, tolls, and other unreasonably high sources of revenue
for government need to be reigned in (ex. license plates, hunting licenses, dog

Aug 19, 2011 10:16 PM
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licenses, retail licenses, excessive enforcement actions against struggling
businesses and individuals, etc.).

301 It is important not to confuse this with weakening the vital role of government in
protecting our citizens.

Aug 19, 2011 10:11 PM

302 Government both national and statewide need to be streamlined to promote
ease of understanding

Aug 19, 2011 6:22 PM

303 We need to look for successful models from around the country or around the
world for the best balance in this area.

Aug 19, 2011 5:35 PM

304 We all know this needs to be done. Aug 19, 2011 5:12 PM

305 correction in this area would solve half of NYS's problems Aug 19, 2011 5:05 PM

306 Things move too slow in NYS with regards to government.  There appears to be
no cooperation - only in what is good for me and maybe what is good for my
region.  Disgusting!

Aug 19, 2011 4:45 PM

307 How about this:  One state allows unemployment insurance to strikers.  Explain
that logic to the president of a company who is thinking of putting an operation in
New York.

Aug 19, 2011 4:21 PM

308 Reduce the number of state and local employees and you will start to reduce the
burden.  We have more government agents or informers than the Russians or
Germans did prior to WWII.  Gov't employees, those in education, state or other
muni jobs now rival private sector jobs in numbers.

Aug 19, 2011 4:13 PM

309 Too much red tape Aug 19, 2011 4:12 PM

310 Again, it is hard to just agree or disagree here.  Regulations should not be
unnecessarily onerous or cumbersome but one person's "unnecessary" is
another person's "vital."

Aug 19, 2011 3:00 PM

311 NYS is quickly headed to over regulate, tax and fee every penny of profit margin
from this gas.  The Marcellus Shale will not be an economic plus if their is no
profit margin for the gas companies.  They will go where they make the most
money.  They will come back to NY in 25 years when the price of gas justifies
the regulatory and tax expenditures.

Aug 19, 2011 2:54 PM

312 To some degree, redundancy and process issues could be improved making
existing appropriate regulations less tedious and more appropriate.

Aug 19, 2011 2:40 PM

Page 6, Q5.  <b>Infrastructure/Transportation Issues:</b> This includes improving passenger/freight rail service;
expansion/replacement of infrastructure; completion of I-86; broadband development; and broadband
accessibility.

1 I have a problem with this being any reason for non development. In my opinion,
this is something we do as the development progresses. Just look at the
"industrial park" at top of Watkins Glen" hill on route 414  that sets empty.

Sep 15, 2011 5:41 PM



614 of 681

Page 6, Q5.  <b>Infrastructure/Transportation Issues:</b> This includes improving passenger/freight rail service;
expansion/replacement of infrastructure; completion of I-86; broadband development; and broadband
accessibility.

2 Wireless broadband is increasingly important. We should do what we can to
bring service to underserved areas.

Sep 15, 2011 2:32 PM

3 True completion of I-86 is unaffordable. Monies would be better invested in rail.
The private sector is doing an adequate job providing broadband services.

Sep 15, 2011 12:44 PM

4 Completion of I-99 is also of utmost priority Sep 14, 2011 6:38 PM

5 Broadband access, and increased bandwith generally, are crucial to fuel the new
economy.

Sep 14, 2011 5:50 PM

6 With an emphasis on facilitating local capacity for community building these
issues should be pursued.

Sep 13, 2011 11:38 PM

7 Some not all.  I told you before I disapprove of I86 conversion with all it will cost
and passenger rail service.

Sep 13, 2011 9:12 PM

8 Need broadband access for everyone.  Need surface smooth and safe roads
and trails for rural biking for tourists.

Sep 13, 2011 8:26 PM

9 Drill for gas and then pay for these things ourselves. Sep 13, 2011 5:04 PM

10 Again ... transporting physical goods is NOT the same as transporting data.
THIS is a mega-mistake!

Sep 13, 2011 4:36 PM

11 As I've mentioned, we need passenger rail to reduce our dependence on our
automobiles.

Sep 13, 2011 12:58 PM

12 Completion of route 15 from Lindley to Presho is critical for safety and economic
development potential.

Sep 13, 2011 11:47 AM

13 The more access, the better development can be especially for cottage industry. Sep 13, 2011 11:26 AM

14 Passenger service,  to take you where and for what purpose?  As far as freight
rail service, consider developing a distribution hub in a central location that will
be used as a airport hub is used. Complete Interstate 86 for sure.  Broadband
development and accessibility?  Is Time Warner on the committee?  If there's
money to be made and it's TW or Verizon going to make it, they'll expand
services.

Sep 13, 2011 11:03 AM

15 I'd like to know what businesses and potential businesses say about this. Sep 13, 2011 8:38 AM

16 There have been some great improvements in coordination between small areas
to make schedules connect. This could continue to improve by having wider
sphere of resources to accommodate outerlying areas and get people
everywhere they want to go.

Sep 13, 2011 4:03 AM

17 As long as there is demand to justify cost Sep 13, 2011 12:36 AM

18 I provided no multiple-choice answer to this question because I agree with some
parts of it and disagree with others.  I think that broadband accessibility and
public transportation will be key in the 21st century. I strongly suspect that areas
that promote continued heavy reliance on gasoline-powered cars and trucks will
not be doing well in 2050.

Sep 12, 2011 3:18 PM
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19 This is as important for public safety as for attracting business to the area.
Expansion and replacement of infrastructure also ceeates jobs, the kind that
can't be outsourced.

Sep 11, 2011 10:48 PM

20 Green transportation, and not too much of it! Sep 8, 2011 5:06 PM

21 This is not as critical as the other issues.  If the tax and regulation problems
aren't resolved, it won't matter if you have world class transportation facilities.
Companies still won't locate here.

Sep 8, 2011 3:53 PM

22 Make use of the rail beds that already exist. Sep 8, 2011 3:40 PM

23 Passenger rail! Sep 8, 2011 3:20 PM

24 Your questions are slanted to favor gas development. Sep 8, 2011 1:35 PM

25 I have never heard anyone have trouble getting here.  It could be more
convienent but that is putting the cart in front of the horse.  We need to have a
reason for people to do business here before they are willing to come.

Sep 8, 2011 7:44 AM

26 While I agree that it would be a positive, I don't feel that it is crucial for us to
develop a flourishing, sustainable economy

Sep 7, 2011 1:16 PM

27 Our infrastructure in antiquated, and in some cases no longer standing. Sep 6, 2011 7:52 PM

28 Again, broadband development very important, especially to facilities such as
schools, libraries and hospitals.

Sep 6, 2011 1:52 PM

29 This will come when  business friendly policies come into place. Sep 5, 2011 1:11 PM

30 Believe completion of I86 a waste of money and time at this point in time....build
up the businesses first, then improve the I 86....

Sep 5, 2011 12:10 PM

31 If they fall within the budget and we do not need outside funding. Sep 4, 2011 9:14 PM

32 This is the third time you have asked this same question. Sure, a train would be
nice, and so would broadband. I don't see those things being harmful.

Sep 4, 2011 8:57 PM

33 There is no money. Sep 3, 2011 8:51 PM

34 If it is done to improve conditions. Sep 3, 2011 7:57 PM

35 I do believe these are all important.  However, I would need to know more detail
about what "expansion of infrastructure" means.

Sep 3, 2011 2:47 PM

36 Broadband, broadband, broadband!!! Sep 3, 2011 2:37 PM

37 This can be achieved and the task force should so advocate by addressing the
issues of the currently unfair and irrationally low tax burdens on high income/high
wealth corporations and individuals including high revenue/property rich non
profits such as Cornell. The task force should also insist on a severance tax on
energy/mineral extraction at the highest level currently charged in the US with
the monies being turned over to County governments where the activiees are
practiced based on the number of permit applicatins made.

Sep 3, 2011 11:19 AM
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38 Inter-connectivity is wonderful, and requires local employees to implement. Sep 3, 2011 10:52 AM

39 All of these are essential for any further business development in the Southern
Tier.

Sep 2, 2011 3:37 PM

40 Again a redundant question. Sep 2, 2011 3:00 PM

41 We shoudl work to improve these Sep 2, 2011 10:47 AM

42 Especially broadband development and braodband accessibilty throughout our
ENTIRE region

Sep 1, 2011 6:26 PM

43 Delta flights cost differently in each local city, why Sep 1, 2011 3:54 PM

44 NO to expansion of Wi-Fi and cell towers.  Increasing number of people
developing electromagnetic sensitivity

Sep 1, 2011 2:11 PM

45 Agree with improving all of the above. Sep 1, 2011 12:20 PM

46 Has to be part of a 5 year plan. Sep 1, 2011 11:14 AM

47 As long as this in a sustainable manner. Sep 1, 2011 10:26 AM

48 I don't see where this is holding us back. Sep 1, 2011 9:24 AM

49 Forget rail service; a lost cause.  Government should stay out of the
internet/broadband business.

Sep 1, 2011 8:57 AM

50 While rail and broadband are good and useful things, we need to realize that
most of the Southern Tier is within a one-hour drive of six interstate highways --
that's a large number in such a small radius.

Sep 1, 2011 8:26 AM

51 MORE JOBS!! Aug 31, 2011 10:05 AM

52 We need better rail service to NYC. We need better regional mass transit. Aug 31, 2011 9:54 AM

53 This is not negatively impacting my business! Aug 30, 2011 3:46 PM

54 Chicken and egg.  If the need was there it would happen.  Will improving it make
it happen?

Aug 30, 2011 1:09 PM

55 This is a kitchen sink style question. Aug 30, 2011 9:50 AM

56 Infrastructure is the only real way to invest your money in your future.  As I've
said - it lasts a lifetime and the salaries paid help on a local, regional and
statewide basis.

Aug 29, 2011 10:15 PM

57 need to complete the I86 route, but the rest is not really needed. Aug 29, 2011 7:46 PM

58 identify ways to sustain current systems Aug 29, 2011 5:05 PM

59 already addressed Aug 29, 2011 4:03 PM

60 I don't believe that transportation is what is holding back development in this Aug 29, 2011 11:07 AM
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area.

61 We need this desperately - BUT it costs MONEY! Aug 29, 2011 8:47 AM

62 WOULD NOT BE A HIGHEST PRIORITY, BUT A PRIORITY Aug 29, 2011 8:24 AM

63 You mean.....more than just Time Warner????? I hope so. Aug 28, 2011 10:05 PM

64 See pg. 4, #4 Aug 28, 2011 7:44 PM

65 I talked about I-86 earlier. Don't have any insight into freight rail service or what
would be needed. Passenger rail - only if economically viable. While I love the
preservation of the old Greyhound Art Deco facade, it's too bad that it wasn't
closer to rail, just in case rail service becomes available.

Aug 28, 2011 12:31 PM

66 No train service is beyond belief. Our bridges are old...trucks can't even get
under them.

Aug 28, 2011 11:59 AM

67 These are definitely inter--regional and statewide, but I feel these are not the sort
of things the state should be spending money on at a time when most families
can barely pay their bills. There is not a significant positive economic impact
from these for the high cost.

Aug 27, 2011 9:08 PM

68 But again, who pays for it? Aug 27, 2011 4:44 PM

69 No interstate highways, please. Aug 27, 2011 3:20 PM

70 Expansion: Base a small airline at BGM, using aircraft that  use CNG for fuel. A
16-passenger plane of this type is made in the UK.

Aug 27, 2011 3:15 PM

71 While transportation is an issue in central NY especially along the Rte 12
corridor one of the draws to the area is the fact that it is relatively open and
uncluttered with a lot of open farm land.  Enhancing basic transportation will
open up some opportunities in central NY but again the biggest impediment to
business in NY is the high cost of doing business due to governmental waste.

Aug 27, 2011 9:32 AM

72 Strongly agree with need for rail to NYC and small local businesses being able to
utilize same.

Aug 27, 2011 8:37 AM

73 Again, ditch the idea of rail service, and completing I-86 was a ridiculous
boondoggle to begin with. Infrastructure and broadband yes yes yes and bring in
more competition for internet service providers. The current choices are
atrocious.

Aug 27, 2011 7:18 AM

74 IT WILL COME WHEN THE DEMAND GROWS. KAMIKAZE CURVE REVISION
IS A BIG STATE WASTE OF CASH IT CANNOT AFFORD.

Aug 26, 2011 10:34 PM

75 no more superhighways.  more public transportation to reduce traffic and
highway construction.

Aug 26, 2011 10:17 PM

76 Passenger rail service would bring tourists back to our small towns and help
sustain our historic hotels.

Aug 26, 2011 9:38 PM

77 The recently developed state map that identifies where broadband is currently Aug 26, 2011 5:27 PM
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available seriously underestimates the number of rural households that are
currently unable to connect to high speed internet service.

78 NOT WHEN ASSOCIATED WITH HYDROFRACKING Aug 26, 2011 5:14 PM

79 Improving local transportation and linking it to  compact and transit friendly mixed
use development are important to developing core areas and preserving the
environment.

Aug 26, 2011 4:26 PM

80 we need better, faster transportation connections from NYC to the Southern Tier. Aug 26, 2011 3:52 PM

81 Really don't need more roads, but if the ones we have were in better shape
would really be beneficial.

Aug 26, 2011 3:32 PM

82 It depends, you list I-86, which I consider a boondoggle.  Again, let's fix what we
have first.

Aug 26, 2011 2:08 PM

83 Again, the issues are too broad for a single response. Aug 26, 2011 2:04 PM

84 Focus all energy on freight and rail service.   Local roads should be prepared for
small electric cars, horse and carriage and bicycles

Aug 26, 2011 1:20 PM

85 Hi speed rail was sentator Monahan's issue. Aug 26, 2011 12:15 PM

86 Of course infrastructure affects large areas, not just the Southern Tier. Aug 26, 2011 11:54 AM

87 A great system will not overcome the current regulatory and tax burden. Aug 26, 2011 11:22 AM

88 This is really important.  Broadband allows people to telecommute, better
transportation options make it easier for businesses to attract the number of
workers needed.

Aug 26, 2011 10:18 AM

89 rail service days have come and gone. i worked on the rr wait till a sperry car
shuts doen the tracks because of a freight car with a bad wheel, and strands
people for hours. have you people ever ridden in a long haul car? better do it
before you spend billions to get the tracks ok for high speed rail.

Aug 26, 2011 10:11 AM

90 Route 17 B should be widened to accommodate growing business related to the
Bethel woods preforming arts center and the potential of natural gas exploration.

Aug 26, 2011 9:53 AM

91 Not that this shouldn't be done - it just isn't a priority. Aug 26, 2011 9:52 AM

92 What an incredible waste of money this I86 is from Harriman to
Jamestown...drive the whole thing some day and see.

Aug 26, 2011 9:42 AM

93 But let's stop dependence on personal cars. Aug 26, 2011 9:37 AM

94 I agree with some, disagree with others.  Rail, yes.  Replacement of
infrastructure, yes.  Expansion of infrastructure, that depends on specifics -- it
needs to be done with a good plan.  I-86, no in Sullivan/Delaware (Catskills
area), yes elsewhere.  Broadband, very much yes.

Aug 26, 2011 9:22 AM

95 Completion of I-86 critical. Aug 26, 2011 8:54 AM
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96 Jobs and Improvement .it's a win win !! Aug 26, 2011 7:34 AM

97 Addressed earlier. Aug 25, 2011 10:09 PM

98 NO OPINION Aug 25, 2011 9:58 PM

99 This does not keep business away, its the BIG picture, NYS government. Aug 25, 2011 9:50 PM

100 We have enough now to make things work without all the bells and whistles. Aug 25, 2011 6:27 PM

101 Improve basic infrastructure.  Rail and broadband should not come from tax
dollars.

Aug 25, 2011 6:04 PM

102 I mentioned before about the difficulties with the poor internet options in the
Town of Otego.  I know we're not alone in that.  Time Warner may cut back on
their "lobbying" of Albany, but at least we'd be able to join everyone in the 21st
century.

Aug 25, 2011 3:08 PM

103 Gas prices will go up, even if there is no increase in the gas tax, and even if we
use our strategic reserves. It is a limited resource. We should prepare for this
eventuality by investing in the infrastructure of our cities and villages, and in our
ability to move people and goods between urban areas the most efficient way
possible. This includes rail, interstate highways, regional bus rapid transit
services.

Aug 25, 2011 12:34 PM

104 I am not sure about spending more money on I-86.  I like driving where there are
not so many trucks!  But we need easier access to the rest of the country and
the world.  Rail service to the big cities that have cheaper flights would be a plus.

Aug 25, 2011 12:22 PM

105 Passenger rail service would be a plus. Expanding infrastructure for the purpose
of fracking is not something that I support.

Aug 25, 2011 10:47 AM

106 As stated before, improve roads to centers of commerce. Improve the air
transportation at Binghamton.

Aug 25, 2011 10:45 AM

107 Good roads, good rail and good cell sites.  CSX and NSC will expand if there is a
reason. For lack of a bridge we have killed NYSW potential south of Columbus.

Aug 25, 2011 8:27 AM

108 Private sector should do this Aug 25, 2011 8:27 AM

109 Why do I get the feeling you're only interested in the Rt. 17 corridor? Aug 25, 2011 7:31 AM

110 If you build it, they will come Aug 25, 2011 12:54 AM

111 I am agreeing that we need better transportation options in our area. Aug 24, 2011 10:40 PM

112 A southern rail passenger route to the midwest and points east would be a good
idea

Aug 24, 2011 3:02 PM

113 Highways and bridges funding has suffered over the years in order to fund social
programs.  This needs to be reversed in order to promote business and other
economic drivers in the state.

Aug 24, 2011 2:23 PM

114 Better access and sharing of timely and relevant information is needed, along Aug 24, 2011 12:29 PM
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with infrastructure which supports communication, coordination and collaboration
within and between regions.

115 Again passenger rail is not that important to this area.  However, maintaining the
infrastructure(roads and bridges) is critical.  There is a lack of State and Federal
money for this purpose.  Local governments are especially hard hit by the lacks
of funds to maintain their infrastucture.  A better mechanism is needed to provide
local goverments with sufficient funds for maintence.

Aug 24, 2011 12:14 PM

116 I did not choose an answer from above.  See comment  See section one on
transportation

Aug 24, 2011 12:07 PM

117 We must also think locally in a rural region like ours. Aug 24, 2011 11:42 AM

118 See prior comments Aug 24, 2011 10:39 AM

119 These things are desirable, especially broadband, but who will pay? Aug 24, 2011 1:03 AM

120 these are big projects which would benefit others in the state.  good to have
wider help on this one.

Aug 23, 2011 6:46 PM

121 Passenger rail service is extremely important. Aug 23, 2011 4:54 PM

122 Passenger train service from Binghamton to NYC (high speed) would be great.
Completion of I-86 not that important as long as the current stretch is
maintained.

Aug 23, 2011 4:29 PM

123 Invest in infrastructure and lower taxes Aug 23, 2011 3:57 PM

124 I-86 is NOT needed through the Catskill Mountains region.  17 Quickway is
sufficient for traffic as it is. Only garbage trucks from NYC would need a better
road!  It is sufficient for I-86 to connect Binghamton with western NYS.
Development of I-86 in the Catskills would invite inappropriate exploitation of
resources.

Aug 23, 2011 3:23 PM

125 Enough with the broadband. Not something a struggling worker cares about,
even if we do also own a business. Complete 86? Sure, if it doesn't take money
from the coffers of other important areas like Medicare and Medicaid. Freight?
Why - all attempts at this have fallen flat. Most prefer trucking - be it what it is.

Aug 23, 2011 2:30 PM

126 Improve the infrastructure quality fo the road systems! Aug 23, 2011 2:18 PM

127 See previous. Aug 23, 2011 2:03 PM

128 Look at the development along I-86 in Big Flats.  Counties w/o direct I-86 and
the Thruway access have less developement.

Aug 23, 2011 1:54 PM

129 with exception of broadband development Aug 23, 2011 1:24 PM

130 And improving community walk-ability / bike-ability. Aug 23, 2011 12:55 PM

131 Again, having a useful rail service would be great.  My neighbors in McGraw
could remember when they could take a train into Cortland and back for
shopping and work.  My grandfather used to take the train from Camden to

Aug 23, 2011 12:45 PM
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Cazenovia and then Cornell when he was an undergraduate student at the turn
of the century.  We've had a viable rail system before, and as our energy
provision system changes, we could use one again.  A strong small scale
agricultural economy can return viable lifestyles to this region which attracted my
forebearers when the Erie Canal was the newest transportation system.

132 I don't even know where I86 is.  I agree with the rest. Aug 23, 2011 12:15 PM

133 I already answered this- Aug 23, 2011 12:10 PM

134 I-86 is so 60's.  get with the progam and the most developed countries in the
world.  NYS should be progressive and this council demonstrates that NYS is
still doing more of the same

Aug 23, 2011 11:34 AM

135 Only as it makes sense feasibly and economically. Aug 23, 2011 11:29 AM

136 Item too broad. Some developments (rail) should be "significant" inter-regioally.
Others (I-86) should be forgotten.

Aug 23, 2011 11:17 AM

137 if you can't get here we can't thrive. Aug 23, 2011 10:03 AM

138 I-86 is a complete and utter waste of money, as autos are not the future of a fuel-
starved society we are becoming. Internet? Yes Freight rail? Yes Passenger
trains? No

Aug 23, 2011 9:57 AM

139 Does do the majority of NYers any good at all. Aug 23, 2011 8:56 AM

140 This is the second most important issue in the southern tier Aug 23, 2011 8:27 AM

141 Take care of the infrastructure that exists. Aug 23, 2011 6:43 AM

142 Too much fossil fuel based infrastructure. Rail based is better. No more
subsidies for the auto industry.

Aug 22, 2011 10:56 PM

143 Infrastructure requires maintenance -- it's not a one-time investment. Aug 22, 2011 9:57 PM

144 Replacement and improvement of infrastructure I can agree with, strongly.
Roads, bridges, tunnels, railroads.

Aug 22, 2011 9:50 PM

145 More trains, less highways.... Aug 22, 2011 9:48 PM

146 some of these are significant issues Aug 22, 2011 9:17 PM

147 This could potentially attract more families to our community and State.  A lot of
our state is rural and this would help.

Aug 22, 2011 5:43 PM

148 Rail Yes. I -86 is an unaffordable tribute to highways of the 1950's . Mass transit
is the wave of the future. Ask Warren Buffett!

Aug 22, 2011 3:40 PM

149 No Fracking Aug 22, 2011 3:34 PM

150 NPR is needed regionally, there are no other quality information available Aug 22, 2011 3:19 PM

151 There is little demand for passenger rail service in this area.  Broadband Internet Aug 22, 2011 3:04 PM
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access already exists here. I-86 is almost complete.  Fixing water lines and
sewer pipes would be helpful.

152 excluding the highway expansion. Aug 22, 2011 2:58 PM

153 Most people wouldn't lump broadband accessibility into
Infrastructure/Transportation Issues.  It is a COMMUNICATION issue.  The bus
system is underutilized, you think passenger rail will be able to support itself or
you think the taxpayers will have to support it like the bus system??  I support
maintaining what we already have (the bus system), which is not possible at
current funing levels, just ask the city why the exchange street bridge deck is
falling apart and is load posted and why there is no sidewalk connecting the City
proper to the Zoo. Oh right, this survey is not about the people that live here, it is
about trying to bring in more.

Aug 22, 2011 2:49 PM

154 I-86, in my opinion, is a waste of time and money. The infrastructure does not
exist to require heavy traveling on 17. A giant waste.

Aug 22, 2011 2:31 PM

155 We are on the right track now we need to finish the upgrages in a timely fashion Aug 22, 2011 2:21 PM

156 We have the  high ways, trains and a fine airport and non have been a boom to
our area for 50 years. get off the crossroads band wagon. A passenger train to
NYC would be ice but it also means more crime and drugs from NYC.

Aug 22, 2011 1:36 PM

157 Not sure about passenger rail service Aug 22, 2011 1:22 PM

158 Transportation that gets people places without having using individual cars is
greatly needed.  We are the kind of place where fairly simple light-transport
public transportation systems would make a big difference for mobility of people
without an increase in the use of fossil fuels.

Aug 22, 2011 12:44 PM

159 trains, trucks, Internet are too different from each other Aug 22, 2011 12:04 PM

160 When considering rail service, and interstate highway access, this needs to be
dealth with on an inter-regional basis.

Aug 22, 2011 11:43 AM

161 See above Aug 22, 2011 11:42 AM

162 I agree strongly with the need for residential access to broadband. Don't have a
strong opinion about I86 (17 gets me where I'm going, folks). Do not think rail
service is ever likely to be a positive benefit in Tompkins County.

Aug 22, 2011 11:24 AM

163 for broadband part Aug 22, 2011 11:09 AM

164 We must have jobs in place to support a tax base that will fund these initiatives
first!

Aug 22, 2011 10:51 AM

165 great to get passanger rail here....... Aug 22, 2011 10:47 AM

166 The expansion of infrastructure needs to be carefully executed so as not to
encourage sprawling greenfield development.

Aug 22, 2011 10:47 AM

167 Increase broadband in rural areas Aug 22, 2011 10:44 AM
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168 light rail keeps our heads here. Aug 22, 2011 10:42 AM

169 can't afford right now...priorities, remember we only have so much money Aug 22, 2011 10:38 AM

170 Broadband/high speed internet is essential to economic development. Aug 22, 2011 10:27 AM

171 Light rial and lots of it.  Like lets say 500 miles to start with.  this shoudl not take
more then theree year to build in thius area.  For the state it should be at least
3000 miles and done in the same time frame.

Aug 22, 2011 10:25 AM

172 I agree that transporation is an issue of statewide significance; however, as
previously mentioned existing infrastrucutre not new is what needs attention.

Aug 22, 2011 9:56 AM

173 I agee with parts of this and not other parts. I86 is a waste of money.  Replacing
and repairing infastructure is a requirement. Broadband is also necessary for
modern business and industry

Aug 22, 2011 9:48 AM

174 MOVING MASSES OF PEOPLE SAFELY  WILL SAVE MONIES AND THE
ENVIRONMENT.

Aug 22, 2011 9:32 AM

175 Forget rail and concentrate on highway.  The region's highways are already well
developed and just need finishing.  Rail is a start from zero item that lacks
regional applicability.

Aug 22, 2011 9:00 AM

176 no.  all we need are trains.  that would be nice.  but will it really help?  I don't
have an opinion.  I'm against I-86--what good will that do?  People don't come
here b/c there are no good jobs, not b/c there are no good roads.  Our roads are
fine.

Aug 22, 2011 8:54 AM

177 State should take it to Washington....I believe Patterson announced a $12 billion
10-year plan for high-speed rail along 90 corridor before leaving office. We
spend $12 billion every six weeks on our wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. Tell
Cuomo to go use his mojo in Washington.

Aug 21, 2011 11:55 PM

178 Why are we asking the same question multiple times? Aug 21, 2011 11:16 PM

179 Except for passenger rail. Aug 21, 2011 10:30 PM

180 WTF, are you guys daft.  what does broadband have to do with transportation. Aug 21, 2011 10:28 PM

181 Anything to improve the infrastructure and transportation in the area will only
help to further improve the technology and industry of the area.

Aug 21, 2011 10:24 PM

182 Haven't we already dealt with this in a number of other questions? Who wrote
this survey, and for what purpose? A cynical person could perhaps be forgiven
for suspecting that, just possibly, this survey could have been prepared to
produce the false impression that upstate people favor fracking.

Aug 21, 2011 9:57 PM

183 Yes to passenger rail, yes to broadband.  Highways are a relic of the past. Aug 21, 2011 9:49 PM

184 Only agree to broadband development and accessibility. Aug 21, 2011 7:40 PM

185 Rail and decent bus service, broadband accessibility, are vitally important links
with the rest of the world.  Again, it would be short-sighted to tie our future to the

Aug 21, 2011 7:40 PM
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automobile. Just imagine if we had clean, fast transportation such as the Cornell-
NYC bus running all over our region.  I'd use it to travel around the state -
wouldn't you?

186 Again, these issues can't be conveniently lumped together.  This is a survey
design issue.

Aug 21, 2011 7:06 PM

187 Completion of 1-86 is fine but not for the benefit of drilling reated heavy truck
traffic.

Aug 21, 2011 6:55 PM

188 Would passenger/freight rail service be run by a governmental/regulatory body?
would the government replace infrastructure or complete I-86? would there be
regulations? What happens when regulations aren't followed - like with the
construction problems on the federal pipeline?

Aug 21, 2011 6:46 PM

189 I'd love to see the Southern Tier look more towards sustainable transportation,
however that looks, rather than to encourage fossil fuel usage of any kind.

Aug 21, 2011 6:08 PM

190 I'd like to see a passenger train line restored to the region, maybe Syracuse-
Cortland-Ithaca-Owego-Binghamton-NYC.

Aug 21, 2011 5:53 PM

191 Consider wireless internet access as physical broadband may not be necessary Aug 21, 2011 4:20 PM

192 Why doesn't this question include protection of our roads and bridges from the
anticipated hundreds of thousands of additional trips by 18 wheelers on
infrastructure that is not designed to take it?

Aug 21, 2011 3:41 PM

193 Regarding Interstate 86, it is essential for our economic development.
Binghamton is at a strategic location--fairly close to the Catskills, Poconos, and
Finger Lakes. We should become a fourth link--and market our spectacular
October foliage.

Aug 21, 2011 3:25 PM

194 I have already touched on this Aug 21, 2011 1:01 PM

195 Develop passenger rail and broadband for all. That will move us in the right
direction.

Aug 20, 2011 4:17 PM

196 But make sure there are attractions and opportunities, not just means fo getting
here

Aug 20, 2011 2:15 PM

197 But where will the money come from to pay for this? Aug 20, 2011 12:16 PM

198 Same as above. We have the best highways and the best state police compared
with any state I've visited. I tend to think that freight rail is more viable than
passenger rail. I would love to have passenger rail service but I fear that many
people desire its existence for nostalgic reasons but will not actually support it by
using it. I think I would use it.

Aug 20, 2011 11:32 AM

199 The only thing we need improvement on regarding transportation is the rail
system. There should be some type of transportation system other than buses
for people in towns. How about a rail trail that transports people from one side of
the town to the other. Locate it near rivers next to real rail traiils that have been
turned into walking trials. There is room for both. Have it stop at various areas
(Once every half mile.) Like a littlee electric train with a roof. Something like you

Aug 20, 2011 11:25 AM
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would see in an amusement park and don't charge. We have to reduce all the
cars on the road..

200 But again, lumping together greatly disparate issues Aug 20, 2011 9:59 AM

201 I don't see this as a big issue...except for the airport. Aug 20, 2011 7:52 AM

202 I do not wish to promote increased automobile traffic.  Roads are very expensive
to maintain.  Have read that some mid-western states are letting some paved
roads go to gravel as cost saving initative.

Aug 20, 2011 7:09 AM

203 No goals? No need for these potential solutions. Aug 20, 2011 12:35 AM

204 I do not agree with all of these but completion of I-86 is critical. Equally important
are the feeder roads that existing a rural setting such as the Southern Tier. We
need to focus on infrastructure improvement in the rural areas as much as the
main service routes.

Aug 19, 2011 10:17 PM

205 Broadband, especially addressing last mile issues. Aug 19, 2011 10:16 PM

206 I still and always will opose passenger rail service that will encourage illegal drug
trafficing

Aug 19, 2011 6:22 PM

207 This is super important as the price of gas increases. Aug 19, 2011 6:02 PM

208 Asssistance for communities with highly delapitated infrastructure Aug 19, 2011 5:43 PM

209 Please don't forget other modes, pedestrian, bicycle, and transit.  Not everyone
has a car or wants a car.  All of this is driven by land use decision.  We better
more well thought out Regional Transportation plans.  NYSDOT should be
leading this effort in consort with local stakeholders.

Aug 19, 2011 5:35 PM

210 We need to remember that local infrastructure is just as critical as interstate.
First impressions last.

Aug 19, 2011 5:12 PM

211 Not spending is more important now. Aug 19, 2011 4:16 PM

212 Interesting to note that Norfolk and Southern tore up the second rail line through
the S. Tier.  Why?  Because they no longer wanted to pay the real estate taxes.
Now we want to subsidize putting them back?

Aug 19, 2011 4:13 PM

213 Passenger rail service would be a poor investment and I love to ride trains Aug 19, 2011 2:54 PM

214 Number one priority broadband accessibility. Aug 19, 2011 1:59 PM

Page 6, Q6.  <b>Energy Costs/Availability</b>

1 Develop green energy. Sep 15, 2011 11:37 PM

2 I do not know for sure how to vote on this. We do have the energy but we are not Sep 15, 2011 5:41 PM
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developing it. Having the natural resources and having the government block all
development negates it being an asset.

3 The market for energy is global. While there may be short-term advantages of
one fuel over another (as with natural gas at the moment), market forces will
soon realign prices. Our long-term competitiveness is dependent on increasing
energy efficiency and decreasing energy use, not chasing cheaper sources.

Sep 15, 2011 2:32 PM

4 But how is this a state issue? Sep 15, 2011 2:31 PM

5 Distribution and availability of the lower cost energy generated in the Southern
Tier should be addressed

Sep 14, 2011 6:38 PM

6 This again is a poorly worded question because energy costs vary depending on
how well buildings are insulated or whether alternative energy is used (like solar
panels) to offset rising energy costs.  Research into other forms of alternative
energy like geothermal could further reduce energy costs in the region

Sep 14, 2011 3:50 PM

7 RENEWABLE energy.....our area has the least incentives from NYSEG...look at
NYSERDA site....Niagara Mohawk and LI Power have lots more private
incentives.

Sep 14, 2011 12:22 PM

8 We need to learn to sip energy rather than guzzle it. Sep 13, 2011 11:38 PM

9 What can you do??? Good to decrease cost but I do not think youcan.  Maybe
best to live with what we have and concentrate on positives not involving this.

Sep 13, 2011 9:12 PM

10 Only if the State can ban energy speculation and the diversion of resources to
subsidize the energy industry.

Sep 13, 2011 5:43 PM

11 Depends to some extent on status of federal subsidies to industry. Sep 13, 2011 11:47 AM

12 Require contracts for gas drillers that lower the costs for the communities that
they drill in.  This would especially apply to the general population.

Sep 13, 2011 11:03 AM

13 We can have lower energy costs by producing natural gas in the southern tier. Sep 13, 2011 10:06 AM

14 I can't afford to be "off the grid"--even though we have "ESCOs" there isn't really
much choice.

Sep 13, 2011 4:03 AM

15 Green infrastructure. Personal wind and solar  opportunities for personal and
business. Get the technologies down that are affordable and go with it

Sep 13, 2011 12:36 AM

16 the environment is more important the the price of fuel Sep 12, 2011 8:59 PM

17 This question is pretty wide open--are you talking about fossil fuels, other
sources of energy, etc.???? I gave no multiple-choice answer, please see
comments below.   Renewable energy and energy conservation are key for this
century. Cheap fossil fuel energy encourages fossil fuel use, which, in the long
run, is bad for everyone. Let's encourage conservation. Let's reward businesses
and individuals for using less energy and for getting a larger percentage of their
energy from renewable sources.

Sep 12, 2011 3:18 PM

18 We need to put more emphasis on energy efficiency, conservation, recycling and
reuse,  elimination of unnecessary packaging, retrofitting of old buildings for
energy conservation, higher fuel efficiency standards and, generally thinking

Sep 11, 2011 10:48 PM
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more carefully about energy consumption.  That's the way to deal with the high
cost of energy.

19 We need to encourage the greening of our community. Sep 11, 2011 6:38 PM

20 Energy costs should be reasonable and available but that does not mean we
need to open doors to energy industries that tell us supply will be greater and
affordable for the American people and then they start trading their gas
commodity out of the country.

Sep 11, 2011 2:11 AM

21 When homes and businesses have energy audits and reduce the amt of wasted
energy they are paying for, they can then invest in renewables.  This is so
obvious, it makes me sick to have to say it. It reduces the fossil fuels used and
the money wasted.

Sep 10, 2011 3:11 PM

22 Focus on renewable energy.  Gas is a GHG,  not a good transitional fuel and as
dirty as coal.  Investment should be in reducing carbon footprint.

Sep 9, 2011 4:00 PM

23 Need investment and business development relating to clean and alternative
energy sources.

Sep 8, 2011 10:34 PM

24 Binghamton University's green energy program - should be extended to all
universities - Cornell, Ithaca College, Elmira, Keuka, CCC... invest in research
and save lives by keeping the environment clean and healthy using sustainable
fuels. Why contribute to global warming?

Sep 8, 2011 4:38 PM

25 availability of clean energy is a plus. Sep 8, 2011 3:53 PM

26 Environmentally responsible energy must be implemented in the region to
augment the energy availability and costs.

Sep 8, 2011 3:12 PM

27 ditto Sep 8, 2011 1:35 PM

28 The grid wastes so much energy.  We need to get localized. Sep 8, 2011 1:05 PM

29 no fracking Sep 8, 2011 1:01 PM

30 clean, renewable energy, not fossil fuels, that includes natural gas Sep 8, 2011 12:45 PM

31 We need renewable energy. We need to learn how to do the same or more with
less energy consumption (hint: they do it in Europe).

Sep 8, 2011 11:17 AM

32 energy costs are slightly higher than average and there should be more
resources available for wind energy projects including funding, tax credits,
energy grid credits, etc

Sep 8, 2011 10:02 AM

33 More efficient Alternatives to grid electricity. For example encourage Combined
Heat and Power development.

Sep 8, 2011 9:42 AM

34 I dont think energy costs are out of control with the exception of the excessive
state tax on gas.

Sep 8, 2011 7:44 AM

35 Put resources towards energy efficiency efforts. Cut use of energy by all. And
transition to renewables.

Sep 7, 2011 1:42 PM

36 Again, we truly are not hog-tied by what we currently have in place.  We only Sep 7, 2011 1:16 PM
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need a clear, comprehensive vision of a sustainable way of life and the political
will to make it happen.  Part of that political will is cleaning up inefficiencies,
waste, and corruption, and part is putting up the means and opportunity for
people to be able to maximize their creative talents.

37 We need to utilize our most abundant resource - wood. Lockheed is running on
wood, why can't schools and government buildings?

Sep 6, 2011 7:52 PM

38 Use locally produced natural gas to power our schools, colleges, and
businesses. This would save millions to these institutions annually.

Sep 5, 2011 9:46 PM

39 Currently too high. Sep 5, 2011 1:11 PM

40 Energy conservation is where the focus should be.  Low energy costs create a
disregard for conservation.

Sep 5, 2011 8:23 AM

41 Wish I could say cheap energy is important, but it is not going to be an option.
So the more we can move towards LOW ENERGY economic activities, the
stronger and more resilient we will be. Less processing of aluminum (high
energy and toxic to boot); more recycling of aluminum. More regional, municipal
generation will be a strength and a source of resilience. And having the
generation of energy non-profit (owned by local/regional municipalities) will keep
costs down.

Sep 5, 2011 1:27 AM

42 Work on Clean energy and make it work for the communities as they have done
in Cohocton.

Sep 4, 2011 9:14 PM

43 It's hard to 'agree' or 'disagree' with the facts of energy costs/availability. What
we have is an economy addicted to fossil fuels, and looking for a cheap fix. I
think we need to get beyond that. Our area could learn how to be a leader in
renewable energy technology and use. That is what people want, unless they
have rejected the widely acknowledged reality of climate change.

Sep 4, 2011 8:57 PM

44 Costs are high for business Sep 4, 2011 12:01 PM

45 Gas produced by hydrofracking will be sold on the world market and the world
market will set the price. Industrializing the southern tier will raise costs in many
areas, not the least of which is the cost of energy as we compete on a global
scale.

Sep 4, 2011 2:54 AM

46 As if the energy companies will cut the costs of natural gas for the Southern
Tier's residents who DIDN'T sign leases.  Like that's going to happen.  No,
they're going to sell the natural gas to the highest bidder and we'll still get stuck
paying high prices.  They're not philanthropists, they're for-profit companies out
to make a buck.

Sep 3, 2011 10:30 PM

47 We have billions of tons of natural gas under our towns, but I cant get natural
gas to my home or business. Is that crazy or what!?

Sep 3, 2011 9:02 PM

48 That gas at the pump is way too steep when experts tell us it is smack
underfeet!!!!!!!!!

Sep 3, 2011 8:51 PM

49 If you mean gasoline, electricity and such we need local electric companies - no
more giant corporations controlling energy all across the country.

Sep 3, 2011 7:57 PM

50 In NYS our electric is one of the highest in the nation, let's fix the cost of Sep 3, 2011 3:56 PM
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powering nys

51 I believe that energy of all sorts will continue to increase in cost.  I believe that
most people who don't work in the oil and gas industry would like to see our
leadership guide us away from energy from fossil fuels to renewables.  I think
that if we can turn this ship successfully, business development of the sort that
will make NYS a better place will be encouraged.

Sep 3, 2011 2:47 PM

52 Industry needs energy.  Cheap energy is good. Sep 3, 2011 2:37 PM

53 More savings can be gained by conserving and improving energy use efficiency
than can be produced by lowering the cost of increasing the supply of fossil
fuels. This is especially true when the costs of the externalities created by fossil
fuel extraction (or corn subsidies) are considered. The task force should
advocate this approach.

Sep 3, 2011 11:19 AM

54 Develop sustainable renewable resources Sep 3, 2011 10:52 AM

55 The infrastructure needs to be in place to meet the energy demands of new
businesses.

Sep 2, 2011 3:37 PM

56 Not even sure this is a relevant issue. Sep 2, 2011 3:00 PM

57 need sustainable energy in place sooner than later Sep 2, 2011 12:26 PM

58 gas development gas development gas development Sep 2, 2011 10:06 AM

59 The cost of Electricity is a key issue. Sep 1, 2011 8:15 PM

60 A statewide issue - yes Sep 1, 2011 6:26 PM

61 Let's promote NYS natural gas. The price of natural gas has gone down 67%
since Pa. started drilling 3 years ago.

Sep 1, 2011 5:26 PM

62 I believe that there are ample renewable energy sources available locally and
they only need to be promoted by the Regional Economic Committees to make
them appealing to and utlized by the general public.

Sep 1, 2011 4:07 PM

63 Incentivize installation of rooftop solar. Sep 1, 2011 2:11 PM

64 I oppose natural gas development in New York State. Sep 1, 2011 1:29 PM

65 cheap, abundant local clean natural gas! OUR BEST BET! Sep 1, 2011 11:59 AM

66 Marcellus Shale natural gas will not benefit the Southern Tier, as most of it will
be sold to the highest bidder, most likely China. Our costs will most likely
increase and availability will decrease.

Sep 1, 2011 11:45 AM

67 opinion already posted Sep 1, 2011 11:14 AM

68 We need to focus on energy conservation and renewable energy and developing
those industries, not oil and gas development.

Sep 1, 2011 10:26 AM

69 Developing local or regional energy sources (wind, small hydro, solar) will
protect our self-reliance and independence.  Look at the recent flooding and loss
of power.  We need to dismantle the big grids and take power back to municipal

Sep 1, 2011 9:24 AM
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level and control.

70 It appears that energy availability is not a major hindrance. AES recently
shuttered at least one older coal fired plant.

Sep 1, 2011 9:24 AM

71 Prices are too high - of course. Sep 1, 2011 8:57 AM

72 But Fracking should be no part of the improvement scenario. Sep 1, 2011 7:02 AM

73 Costs, more than availability. But the health of the grid remains a concern. Aug 31, 2011 4:55 PM

74 develop here, keep the Gas here, keep the money here, keep people working,
Get off OPEC that is the future period.

Aug 31, 2011 10:05 AM

75 Allow HVHF in NYS and the sighting of CHP facilities and the conversion of idle
electric generating facilities like Jenisen or Hickling to natural gas. PROVIDING
LOW COST ENERGY TO EMPLOYERS AND CITIZENS OF NYS AND THE
SOUTHERN TIER IS CRITICAL TO JOB CREATION.

Aug 31, 2011 9:54 AM

76 If you're asking are energy costs too high, I say they should be high because we
need incentives to design and operate commercial ventures using less of the
stuff. If energy is cheaper, we won't be motivated to do that.

Aug 31, 2011 2:14 AM

77 Not sure what the Q. is but if renewable energy is supported and dirty energy is
made less attractive then yes I agree.

Aug 30, 2011 4:18 PM

78 If renewable, not fossil fuel based. Aug 30, 2011 4:07 PM

79 Our energy costs are high and this hurts my energy intensive business! Aug 30, 2011 3:46 PM

80 In the next 20 years, this will make or break us. We need to make the leap to
reduce automobile dependence, eliminate fossil fuel use, rely on 100%
renewables,  and mandate immensely greater energy efficiency, or else we will
not be competitive with countries and regions that began work in these areas 20
years ago.

Aug 30, 2011 2:45 PM

81 Energy efficiency in homes and businesses is a huge economic development
opportunity

Aug 30, 2011 1:39 PM

82 Energy costs are high in NY.  Once again because state needs money.  Have to
start at that level to lower costs.  Once again unlikely.

Aug 30, 2011 1:09 PM

83 Energu conservation saves money. Green energy produce locally adds wealth to
local economy

Aug 30, 2011 11:26 AM

84 SOLAR POWER DEVELOPMENT IS SO OBVIOUSLY SUPERIOR TO ANY
OTHER ENERGY SOURCE, YET NOT BEING AGGRESSIVELY PURSUED.

Aug 30, 2011 10:21 AM

85 We are blessed with plenty of energy, though it is quite expensive compared to
other regions of the state and other areas of the country

Aug 29, 2011 10:15 PM

86 get the low cost natural gas option moving in NY!!! Aug 29, 2011 7:46 PM

87 already addressed Aug 29, 2011 4:03 PM

88 There is a big disparity in what individual towns pay for utilities. Aug 29, 2011 11:07 AM
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89 We are competing with other countries for our own natural resources which
causes the cost rise drastically.  Stop selling to other countries keep our cost
lower.

Aug 29, 2011 10:41 AM

90 Public Utilities only care about dividends to their shareholders.  Rates are so
manipulated.  And who thought up that "choosing" your energy supplier?  All the
people want is a fair price for their energy use and that whole scam about
choosing was pitiful and part of what's wrong with government today.

Aug 29, 2011 8:47 AM

91 Lower costs for rewsidents and businesses alike Aug 29, 2011 8:24 AM

92 Way over stated as a percentage cost of doing business.  Parroted but not
proven.

Aug 28, 2011 10:27 PM

93 NYSEG is killing us. We need competition Aug 28, 2011 10:05 PM

94 We need to make alternaitve energy technologies more affordable. Aug 28, 2011 9:49 PM

95 There is low cost electricity in small municipalities like Endicott.  Why can't we do
that everywhere?  Eliminate the profit hungry corporations and have the cost
reflect just the real costs.

Aug 28, 2011 9:10 PM

96 Again the focus should be on promoting and supporting the development of
viable alternative energy sources.

Aug 28, 2011 6:22 PM

97 NYS has lots of rivers and lakes.  There have to be new technologies available
the harvest their power w/o the loss of beauty, public usage, and safety and
access for all types of wildlife

Aug 28, 2011 2:10 PM

98 Energy costs need to come down. Heating oil, gasoline, etc. Not sure how
electrical costs are relative to other areas.

Aug 28, 2011 12:31 PM

99 The energy is there. let's go get it. Aug 27, 2011 3:15 PM

100 Much of this issue falls to the cost of transport to the area.  Increasing locally
produced energy such as natural gas and improving transportation options such
as rail would reduce costs associated with doing business here.  Again the
unfriendly economics of NY are a major reason more businesses don't come
here.

Aug 27, 2011 9:32 AM

101 If you are talking about solar, wind and hydro from the reservoirs, I strongly
agree.  If you are talking about non-renewable energy then my opinion is that
businesses need to pay for what they are getting.  The only way individuals and
businesses alike are going to get off of fossil fuel is if we make the renewables
affordable and charge a higher price for non-renewables and at the same time
make both available for all.

Aug 27, 2011 8:37 AM

102 LOW COST GAS EQUALS OPPORTUNITY. Aug 26, 2011 10:34 PM

103 fossil fuels should be costly.  no subsidies for oil, gas and coal companies. Aug 26, 2011 10:17 PM

104 We need sustainable energy, not fossil fuel. Aug 26, 2011 9:38 PM

105 The politicians of NYS have to stop being so greedy about taxing our energy
sources.

Aug 26, 2011 8:45 PM
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106 More time and energy needs to be put into clean energy sources and reduction
of energy consumption overall. Natural gas drilling DOES NOT count as clean
energy. It does burn cleaner than coal, but any benefit is outweighed by the
negative environmental impacts of harvesting the gas, not to mention the
economic devastation that comes to the towns as a result of the boom and bust
of drilling.

Aug 26, 2011 8:41 PM

107 i live in sullivan co. We have 2 pipelines that run thru it but we have no gas
hookups. Go figure

Aug 26, 2011 7:56 PM

108 Agriculture will help with biodiesel. Someone needs to speak to us. Aug 26, 2011 7:50 PM

109 I think green energy solutions are the way to go. Aug 26, 2011 5:27 PM

110 ALTERNATIVE ENERGY OPTIONS and SOLUTIONS! NO FRACKING Aug 26, 2011 5:14 PM

111 Low energy costs are a disincentive to saving energy.  This a complex issue as
we try and balance fossil fuels and renewables and make it easier for people to
make informed choices.

Aug 26, 2011 4:26 PM

112 Need more clean, renewable energy, not fossil fuel. Aug 26, 2011 4:02 PM

113 How much can energy costs be lowered by increasing efficiency?  There should
be continued and increased state and federal subsidies to improve efficiency and
access to alternative energy sources (but not the Marcellus).

Aug 26, 2011 3:52 PM

114 More work needs to be done to encourage the use of wind and solar. Aug 26, 2011 3:50 PM

115 As I've stated before cheap energy brings businesses. Aug 26, 2011 3:32 PM

116 natural gas needs to be part of this Aug 26, 2011 2:41 PM

117 It's expensive to heat & cool in NYS compared to other parts of the USA. We
need to bring our costs in line with other states in order to attract manufacturing.

Aug 26, 2011 1:47 PM

118 cheap marcellus/ utica gas and oil Aug 26, 2011 1:46 PM

119 we need to increase the electrical grid to provide for plug-in electric cars, and
homes heated by electricity and/or geothermal heat pumps.   create programs to
move people away from fossil fuels.

Aug 26, 2011 1:20 PM

120 Why is it that he are always far above the national average when it comes to
gasoline, distillates, and other energy costs??? You already know the answer.

Aug 26, 2011 12:58 PM

121 Again, energy costs are a statewide issue.  But we need to have some historical
memory in how we go about this.  Buffalo was a great industrial city in essence
because of the cheap electricity available from harnessing the Niagara River, at
a time when many places didn't have cheap, abundant electricity.  Utica and
Syracuse grew important because they were on the Erie Canal, the key
transportation link between NYC and the Midwest.  The world has changed and
those advantages are gone.  As we try to find new advantages, we should have
a proper understanding of why we used to be rich.

Aug 26, 2011 11:54 AM

122 allowing hydrofracking / drilling. into the Utica and Marcellus will aloow energy
costs to stabalize.

Aug 26, 2011 11:50 AM
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123 Our current energy costs are competitive. Aug 26, 2011 11:22 AM

124 Natural gas development here will help in a huge way. Aug 26, 2011 11:00 AM

125 Develop renewable sources that are site-based and/or produced in the region for
regional use

Aug 26, 2011 10:14 AM

126 If we promoted N/G exploration our communities would grow and the our costs
would shrink.

Aug 26, 2011 9:53 AM

127 Fuel prices in all forms are way out of proportion to other areas. Aug 26, 2011 9:52 AM

128 Energy costs are out of control in the Southern Tier. Mirabito has a chokehold on
us and price fixing is a daily occurance...just no one has the guts to stand up to
these billionaires

Aug 26, 2011 9:42 AM

129 Alternative fuels. Aug 26, 2011 9:37 AM

130 Energy is extremely costly. Aug 26, 2011 9:28 AM

131 Well, this is true everywhere. Aug 26, 2011 9:22 AM

132 Infastructure. Aug 26, 2011 9:04 AM

133 Better cell service throughout the lower tier. Aug 26, 2011 8:52 AM

134 We have doing things to make our home energy efficient and it works! No high
bills!!

Aug 26, 2011 7:34 AM

135 make NYS a leader in conservation... Aug 25, 2011 10:34 PM

136 Low cost NY gas and some oil will help retool our state. Aug 25, 2011 10:09 PM

137 ONCE AGAIN NYS GAS FOR NY CHEAP, CLEAN. AND ABUNDANT Aug 25, 2011 9:58 PM

138 NATURAL GAS, check with other states and see how big businesses benefit. I
think unemployment is at 3% in wyoming (from memory) maybe Nebraska

Aug 25, 2011 9:50 PM

139 Currently we are paying almost double of what people are just 0 miles south of
Binghamton for electricity - why

Aug 25, 2011 8:42 PM

140 Use cheap natural gas. Aug 25, 2011 6:27 PM

141 Natural gas is the best start here...lets get the infursturture in Aug 25, 2011 4:44 PM

142 It's a no-brainer:  We own the natural gas.  It's ours.  Let's get it and use it and
end our dependence on Canada for energy.

Aug 25, 2011 3:08 PM

143 Our energy costs are high for a variety of reasons, from taxes and fees, to
inefficient structure, to the simple fact that it is really cold in the winter and really
hot in the summer. Doing more to expand a smart grid that can send and receive
energy from a variety of sources will help. Investing in green technology and
retrofitting power plants to be more efficient will also help reduce energy costs.
Low-cost home energy efficiency programs can also help on a micro scale to
improve efficiency and reduce costs.

Aug 25, 2011 12:34 PM
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144 more destrabution lines for natural gas to heat our homes Aug 25, 2011 12:10 PM

145 There are definitely opportunities for local communities/regions to develop their
own plans for renewable energy and energy efficiency that would not require
inter-regional or additional state level oversight.

Aug 25, 2011 11:54 AM

146 Perhaps innovation and incentive are of significance, but not availability or cost. Aug 25, 2011 10:47 AM

147 Make it easier to get the energy here for our energy companies. Aug 25, 2011 10:45 AM

148 More and cheaper power means more plants and transmission along with gas.
Antis make sure this isn't going to happen. Fix it!!

Aug 25, 2011 8:27 AM

149 We need cheap energy for buisness and homes   Any ideas? Aug 25, 2011 8:27 AM

150 local gas for local end users! Aug 24, 2011 8:11 PM

151 Iberdrola should NEVER have been approved. Public Service Commission has
been a disgrace in terms of recognizing needs and acting in the public interest.
There has not been effective action to reduce electric costs.   The taxes and fees
on monthly bills often exceed the fuel/energy cost for many families.

Aug 24, 2011 3:02 PM

152 See previous comments in thei survey about the need for alternative energy at
reasonable costs.

Aug 24, 2011 2:23 PM

153 Again, the way this question is presented is confusing.   Most importantly, I
support efforts to increase energy efficiency. This will not only result in cost
savings (and more money circulated within local and state economies), but
support a number of other objectives, including greater employment
opportunities and lower environmental impacts.  I also support investments in
renewable energy systems which are environmentally, economically and socially
sustainable (without long term subsidies and the selective ignoring of
"externalities", such as is the case with corn-based ethanol).  I do not support
programs which support or subsidize the production or use of non-renewable
energy sources.

Aug 24, 2011 12:29 PM

154 I did not choose an answer above--see comment  These issues will be adjusted
based on the decisions that come from the comprehensive plan for the region.
Some costs represent the true cost of living and people need to understand this.
Each region or hub will differ on it’s costs based on it’s decisions for growth and
opportunity.  A rural, agricultural area, for example, will exist just for this reason.
It will attract people that support this goal.  It would not be the place to expect the
same services like high speed internet. The tax base would be in place to
support food production, vacation homes, tourism, hunting, fishing, education,
etc.

Aug 24, 2011 12:07 PM

155 strongly agree that energy cost are too high - we have Niagara Falls to generate
electric power but yet our delivered cost is one of the highest in the nation.
Why?

Aug 24, 2011 10:46 AM

156 See prior comments Aug 24, 2011 10:39 AM

157 This is too vague and general to respond to. Aug 24, 2011 10:09 AM

158 Dont understand the vague point?   Yes we have energy...it's always
available...just costs more than any where in the nation!

Aug 24, 2011 8:57 AM
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159 Significant issue:  developing renewables. Aug 24, 2011 8:21 AM

160 Promote alternative energy.  Conservation is the biggest source availiable.  Get
serious about this resource.

Aug 24, 2011 8:12 AM

161 need to move to non-fossil fuel and sustainable life style without involving
ourselves in natural gas extraction by hydrofracking

Aug 24, 2011 5:08 AM

162 Energy costs can be interpreted many ways. Long or short term; hidden or
upfront costs? Costs to the corporate entity or to the locals and the environment?

Aug 24, 2011 1:03 AM

163 But lets emphasize green energy sources. Aug 23, 2011 7:35 PM

164 As said earlier better utilize our renewable energy resources to create cheap
energy.

Aug 23, 2011 6:38 PM

165 Don't rush development of the Catskill region. Aug 23, 2011 3:23 PM

166 Development of renewable energy sources would be a boon to this area and the
rest of the State.

Aug 23, 2011 2:40 PM

167 If I'm agreeing to dropping these costs, yes. Aug 23, 2011 2:30 PM

168 Lower the costs of energy! Aug 23, 2011 2:18 PM

169 NY is known for its high energy costs....plan how to reduce..especially electrical
rates.

Aug 23, 2011 2:03 PM

170 We should keep the cost of extractive (fossil) fuels HIGH to encourage
innovation in non-polluting energy sources.

Aug 23, 2011 1:26 PM

171 Hate to sound like a broken record, but the short and mid-term answer to this lies
about 3,000 feet under us.

Aug 23, 2011 1:09 PM

172 Energy costs should reflect the true costs of extraction and the costs to health
and the environment.  A carbon tax could help refocus people who are currently
focusing on cost and would benefit from recognizing that the last two hundred
years were an anomaly that we need to remediate, not replicate globally.

Aug 23, 2011 12:45 PM

173 Although, areas should be accountable for growth and development patterns that
create problems in this area.

Aug 23, 2011 12:16 PM

174 I strongly agree that there must be  increased availability and reduced cost of
green energy.  Getting off fossil fuels is more important than costs and
availability, and so I am unwilling to agree with the statement as written.
Transportation infrastructure development is important but should be proceeding
only in this context.

Aug 23, 2011 12:15 PM

175 ALLOW GREEN ALTERNATIVES TO BECOME READILY AVAILABLE- the sun
and wind are here everyday- How much more availability do you need- and with
NO INFRASTRUCTURE NEEDED!

Aug 23, 2011 12:10 PM

176 All depends on how the energy is generated. I favor small scale wind, locally
owned and operated. Same goes for solar, geothermal, and biofuels, as long as
food production isn't sacrificed for energy production.

Aug 23, 2011 11:41 AM
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177 We should take advantage of gas export.  Local communities should reap
financial benefit, more-so than areas and cities not involved with the production,
storage and transportation of natural gas.

Aug 23, 2011 11:29 AM

178 NYSERDA breaks aren't good enough to draw small businesses and individuals. Aug 23, 2011 11:17 AM

179 Keep energy costs low -- conserve and invest in green technologies! Aug 23, 2011 11:12 AM

180 Again, we need to support renewable energy which will create jobs, protect the
environment and the health of our communities and unlitmatly reduce the cost of
energy.

Aug 23, 2011 10:55 AM

181 The cheapest watt is the one that you don't use. Encourage energy efficiency
with the proper market signal of high cost.

Aug 23, 2011 10:41 AM

182 this is a key issue for every homeowner in this region of long winters. alternative
energy is the answer. government incentives to install these systems, etc.

Aug 23, 2011 10:03 AM

183 If they pump it here, our LOCAL costs should go down. Aug 23, 2011 9:43 AM

184 We need LOCAL power production, we need solar adn wind powered lights on
roads, municipalities, we need to DECENTRALIZE power production and
produce more power where we use it.

Aug 23, 2011 9:36 AM

185 The cost and availability of renewable energy is most important.  Every house
should have a solar collector on the roof and everywhere possible should have a
wind turbine. The cost of these is prohibitive for most homeowners so we are
stuck buying dirty energy at higher and higher cost.

Aug 23, 2011 9:02 AM

186 NYSEG is out of control. Aug 23, 2011 8:50 AM

187 I support green energy solutions.  We should be a leader. Aug 23, 2011 8:46 AM

188 this is a non-issue Aug 23, 2011 8:27 AM

189 Agree only if it emphasizes non-renewable resource use. Aug 23, 2011 6:43 AM

190 What the heck are you asking here? And for that matter, on most of these
questions? Did students in remedial writing write these?  The question makes no
sense grammatically, nor do most, but this one is hard to even guess at. Are you
asking to what extent does the cost of energy impede economic growth? I don't
think it does.

Aug 23, 2011 1:21 AM

191 Electricity here is half the price of that supplied in Puerto Rico. I don't think it's a
big deal.  What if the state supplied sites for business that  got all their energy
from green sources? Then the companies who used such sites could state that
they were green in the production area. Would be a real selling point for their
product.

Aug 22, 2011 10:56 PM

192 Meaning? Aug 22, 2011 10:03 PM

193 Renewable/green energy sources. Aug 22, 2011 9:59 PM

194 Availability is not the issue. Cost is an important issue. The recession that is
threatening our nation is due to the extreme hike in gas prices. Consumers do
not have enough left over to stimulate the economy. This is a regional issue.

Aug 22, 2011 9:50 PM
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195 I dont think its about how much we need as much as it is alternatives.. Aug 22, 2011 9:32 PM

196 bring on more Green Energy and jobs!!! Aug 22, 2011 9:11 PM

197 Electricity is costing way to much and is a major detorrant to business moving
back to this area

Aug 22, 2011 8:41 PM

198 But we may need to pay more for green energy for a while, until development
provides us with better options.

Aug 22, 2011 8:27 PM

199 DEPENDS.  improving insulation of people's homes is a great way to help with
energy costs.  also solar, wind power development and support to divert the
excessive dependence on fossil fuels.

Aug 22, 2011 7:54 PM

200 If this depends on fracking, I must disagree. Aug 22, 2011 7:33 PM

201 Energy is expensive but this should not be used as an excuse to justify
environmentally polluting fracking.

Aug 22, 2011 7:09 PM

202 Both the state and the Southern Tier need to find ways to increase the
production of solar and wind energy and to make these forms of natural,
renewable energy production less expensive and more available.  Money needs
to be invested in the production of energy sources other than fossil fuels, such
as coal, petroleum and natural gas.

Aug 22, 2011 6:17 PM

203 We need to focus on two areas: reducing demand (by increasing efficiency and
reducing wasteful use) and developing renewable energy to serve our long-term
needs. We should avoid basing our economy on transitional and fossil
technologies.

Aug 22, 2011 6:11 PM

204 CONSERVATION !!! Aug 22, 2011 3:40 PM

205 No Fracking Aug 22, 2011 3:34 PM

206 How much gas from proposed local wells will be made available to local
industries to enhance their national and world competitiveness?  If gas
development is inevitable, why not give tax incentives to drillers/pipeline
companies to circulate this energy source locally - rather than ship it to far-away
cities or foreign countries?  The Southern Tier should be compensated for the
ruination of its quality of life.

Aug 22, 2011 3:04 PM

207 Is this the first mention of this?  I have already addressid it. Aug 22, 2011 2:49 PM

208 Safe and clean energy - that is where our focus must be. Aug 22, 2011 2:31 PM

209 Why don't we create our electric supply?  Have the county bond it so we can
lower our rates and make our area more attractive to business

Aug 22, 2011 2:21 PM

210 Develop a light rail system in Binghamton, Vestal, JC and Endicott. Reduce the
need to drive. Light rail to connect Binghamton, Syracuse, Corning, Cornell and
Rochester.

Aug 22, 2011 1:37 PM

211 If the cost of NG goes down the cost of producing it will exceed its production.
So it makes sense that NG will not go down in price for us. In Sudia Arabia
where we have troops protecting them(for free) while they drive cars that run on
NG and they have lots of money to buy NG at any price.

Aug 22, 2011 1:36 PM
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212 Develop NY's Natural Gas and make it available to upstate NY first and
foremost! Then develop renewable sources for the future.

Aug 22, 2011 1:05 PM

213 Again, I think it very difficult to answer this question by checking a box and not
leave ambiguity.  Solutions for energy efficiency are critical, but they must be
long term sustainable solutions.

Aug 22, 2011 12:44 PM

214 Poorly worded. Aug 22, 2011 12:04 PM

215 As long as energy is derived from water, solar and wind power and is affordable
to low-income people.

Aug 22, 2011 11:56 AM

216 Energy costs need to reflect "real costs" of doing business including damage to
environment and threats to communities and workers.

Aug 22, 2011 11:53 AM

217 Bringing down the cost of electricity is very important, as is upgrading of the grid.
Both can be addressed through a smart grid program and policy to support the
development of distributed generation.  We should actively pursue out of state
renewable energy companies that have interests in developing distributed
generation in NYS.

Aug 22, 2011 11:45 AM

218 We need something other than propane that's readily available to rural residents. Aug 22, 2011 11:43 AM

219 This is more complicated than one might think.  We have had a long history of
mixing market and social design at the same time.  One thinks of the 6cent law
that was passed almost unanimously.  Like many of the Carter energy programs
the design did not work as hoped and raised prices at the time we needed to
reduce prices.  In recent years we have unregulated some aspects of generation
and energy supply.  At the same time we subsidize some sources of energy
supply and make it harder to compete in the unregulated market.  When we
create market confusion, potential players go to other areas where the rules of
the road are clearer.    We will not solve this area overnight.  We do have some
good opportunities now.  350MW of Power Authority Power is slated for the
upstate region and can be an attractive incentive.  There should be gas-fired
combined cycle opportunities with shale development.  Energy storage capability
will augment our wind program.

Aug 22, 2011 11:42 AM

220 This question is not detailed enough for me to know how to respond. Aug 22, 2011 11:40 AM

221 This is really vague the way it's stated. This whole question can be very
misleading.

Aug 22, 2011 11:24 AM

222 Utilities are far too expensive in relation to the per capita income per household. Aug 22, 2011 10:51 AM

223 NYSEG has the state to OK any funds they need, so they justify raising rates
instead of cutting costs or being forced to compete...again, going broke might be
JUST WHAT THEY NEED!

Aug 22, 2011 10:38 AM

224 If there is good broadband then the buildings are available.  The buildings are
waiting for business, they need to be able to get to the outside world via
broadband to make the space work.

Aug 22, 2011 10:27 AM

225 Once more local small (100Kw or less) gerneration is the answer here. Aug 22, 2011 10:25 AM

226 We should be rapidly transitioning to a more locally based renewable energy
economy that can wtihstand the impacts of fluctuations in global fossil fuel

Aug 22, 2011 10:03 AM
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energy markets.

227 I would rather pay more for energy until we can develop our technology in
renewable resources than have hydrofracking here.

Aug 22, 2011 9:53 AM

228 PROMOTE SOLAR, WIND ,RADIANT HEAT, VERTICAL GREEN SPACES
ALONG SIDES OF BUILDINGS FOR AIR COOLING AND OXYGEN
PRODUCTION (See Japan Business districts)p.i.8/22/11In a small space you
can live a fuller life!

Aug 22, 2011 9:32 AM

229 Cost of energy is too high! Aug 22, 2011 9:31 AM

230 The lies that we will have cheap, clean energy are put forth as fact.  Don't be
misled by them.

Aug 22, 2011 9:25 AM

231 Everyone uses energy.  The rich/poor; urban/rural; young/old; and
industry/residential.

Aug 22, 2011 9:00 AM

232 not significant Aug 22, 2011 8:54 AM

233 Energy costs are also a decisive inhibitor when businesses are considering NYS. Aug 22, 2011 8:43 AM

234 Reasonable costs but I am willing to pay more for energy to keep hydro fracking
out of our region

Aug 22, 2011 8:30 AM

235 Natural gas/coal/nuclear. Aug 22, 2011 7:46 AM

236 Clean energy is the answer and is more economical as a long term goal
compared to dirty energy.  This is because the cost to the environment and
health of our citizens is not added to the cost of dirty energy.

Aug 22, 2011 12:37 AM

237 State is to be highly commended for passing Green Jobs Green NY and on-bill
financing. Excellent job! I only hope the 5-Year plans are judged against existing
state policy, like 45x15 and draft NYS Climate Action Plan.

Aug 21, 2011 11:55 PM

238 the cheapest options are not necessarily the best, ie, while costly up front, solar
is where we should be investing, while investing in gas is a road to ruin.

Aug 21, 2011 11:15 PM

239 We need renewable, sustainable energy. Aug 21, 2011 10:57 PM

240 Energy costs keep people conserving energy. Energy costs are not the problem. Aug 21, 2011 10:35 PM

241 We are cheaper in PA. Aug 21, 2011 10:28 PM

242 I don't think energy costs have a strong effect on the development of this area.
Energy costs in Germany are much higher, but Germany is very productive
because they have a highly skilled and educated workforce.

Aug 21, 2011 10:24 PM

243 Too high! Aug 21, 2011 10:11 PM

244 No shortage of energy here. I'd favor renewables even if they were more
expensive.

Aug 21, 2011 9:57 PM

245 I agree to having government look into to see what we pay versus what the
companies make.  It's disgusting that we pay dearly so these companies are
allowed to pay huge bonuses.

Aug 21, 2011 7:40 PM
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246 Energy conservation and renewable energy are two of our strongest
opportunities for economic improvement and job creation in our state.

Aug 21, 2011 7:40 PM

247 CLEAN energy important to invest in Aug 21, 2011 6:59 PM

248 Energy costs should be matched to "externalities" like increased health
problems. Energy sources that contribute to climate change should be increased
while renewables are given incentives to come in as rapidly as possible. Using
energy more efficiently and increasing conservation should be the top priority.

Aug 21, 2011 6:55 PM

249 People of the Southern Tier need to be aware of the expense of energy, in terms
of pollution as well as the economy. What should energy cost? What should a
polluting energy cost? What should I pay to use an energy that pollutes? The
cost is more than in dollars.

Aug 21, 2011 6:08 PM

250 Start a conservation-preservation-insulation-retrofitting energy-savings program
for all residences in the region.

Aug 21, 2011 5:53 PM

251 Very important that our energy sources be sustainable and not harm human
health or the environment in any significant way.

Aug 21, 2011 5:25 PM

252 If everyone, including business were to pay the full cost of energy including
environmental costs, there would be much more interest and investment in
renewal energy.

Aug 21, 2011 4:20 PM

253 Subsidize geo-thermal, solar and wind energy. Aug 21, 2011 3:56 PM

254 Another misleading question.  What happens when we ship most of the gas to
overseas markets?  Will the cost still be low?  What happens when we convert
our cars to natural gas and it's already been shipped to Norway and China?

Aug 21, 2011 3:41 PM

255 Nyseg controls local areas outside of municipalities it is outrageous what you get
charged.

Aug 21, 2011 3:09 PM

256 We should be lowering energy costs by requiring greater efficiency and giving
more incentives for solar, wind, geo-thermal, etc.  I hope the new Solar bill sees
those results.  California laws have been very effective in lowing per-capita
energy use -- smart ways to work with utility companies so they benefit when
people use less energy.  NY can do the same if we want.

Aug 21, 2011 2:43 PM

257 See renewable energy. Aug 21, 2011 1:49 PM

258 Energy should not be cheaper for business/industry than for residential
consumers.

Aug 21, 2011 1:31 PM

259 Again, I do not have a problem paying what I pay. Aug 21, 2011 1:01 PM

260 bearing in mind that the true cost includes the clean up at the end of the road Aug 21, 2011 8:10 AM

261 We need to develop a smart grid, that allows  wind and solar energy projects to
enter.

Aug 20, 2011 4:17 PM

262 electric cars and vehciles. install solor collectors on the roof or create electric
charging stations. Perhaps you could create some type of magnetic system in
the road for magnet cars? possibly a conveyor in the road could pull the vehicles
along. We need engineers working on a new transportation system paid for by

Aug 20, 2011 11:25 AM
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taxpayer money. Create a way to re-pay for itself. people don't like gasoline
anymore. It pollute sand is expensive. Put the gas industry out of business and
reduce global warming. idustry needs oil to manufacture plastic and other
synthetic products for generations to come.

263 Sun, wind, small geothermal, and much to be developed by our better minds. Aug 20, 2011 10:13 AM

264 Too vague to answer Aug 20, 2011 9:59 AM

265 I am having trouble with the inter-regional aspect of this series of questions.
Have no basis for comparison.

Aug 20, 2011 7:09 AM

266 Conservation and renewable energy is the only moral path we can take. Aug 20, 2011 12:35 AM

267 We need to bring the gas companies in for the revenue. They will take some of
the burden off tax payers, and help land owners pay their property taxes. Help
ones like us laid-off to pay our bills, and not lose our home.

Aug 19, 2011 10:41 PM

268 Taxes should be raised on gasoline to allow tolls to be reduced or eliminated on
highways, and to subsidize the development and utilization of renewable energy
(ideally domestically produced and sustainable, like biomass, biofuels, wind,
solar, etc.).  Support for home heating should favor wood over non-renewable
energy like oil.

Aug 19, 2011 10:16 PM

269 $.21 per kw/hr puts me at a disadvantage. Aug 19, 2011 7:25 PM

270 New York state taxes fuel higher than any state that surrounds it. we need to be
more transportation friendly

Aug 19, 2011 6:22 PM

271 Renewable energy, and home retro-fits. Aug 19, 2011 5:35 PM

272 We have some of the highest cost energy in the US.    Why?  Politics! Aug 19, 2011 4:45 PM

273 We have an opportunity to produce natural gas, which will not only create jobs
and new taxes, but could supply low cost energy to manufacture or produce real
goods!

Aug 19, 2011 4:13 PM

274 The state must remove some of the tax on energy. Aug 19, 2011 3:11 PM

275 The electric bills and gas bills are just too damn high!!!! Aug 19, 2011 1:59 PM

Page 6, Q7.  <b>State Mandate Relief:</b>  This includes municipal restructuring and unfunded local mandates.

1 Unfunded mandates are a great burden on local government and consume funds
that might otherwise be used for local economic development

Sep 15, 2011 11:54 PM

2 Make sure important mandates ARE funded. Then, that will no longer be a
problem.

Sep 15, 2011 11:37 PM

3 Many, possibly most, state mandates are good, but if the State Legislature
believes a mandate is good, it needs to be willing to at least foot a large share of
the bill.

Sep 15, 2011 10:06 PM
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4 Badly needed. Less government mandates is step in right direction. Sep 15, 2011 5:41 PM

5 The State should take over all the county costs for Medicaid. We should create
two higher tax brackets - one at $250,000 and another at $1,000,000.

Sep 15, 2011 3:20 PM

6 agree with unfunded part Sep 15, 2011 2:31 PM

7 Funding system for the NYS pension program is unreasonable and out of touch
with the private sector.

Sep 15, 2011 12:44 PM

8 I do have an opinion, though no box is checked. The answer depends on which
particular state mandate is at issue. Most state mandates are necessary.

Sep 14, 2011 5:50 PM

9 New modes of governance must not just let loose the restrictions, but rather help
coordinate the pursuit of sustainable community across the region.

Sep 13, 2011 11:38 PM

10 must be examined issue by issue Sep 13, 2011 5:43 PM

11 The entire town/village/county structure of government is outdated, and ...
laughable!

Sep 13, 2011 4:36 PM

12 We need to streamline our school districts and work toward consolidation of
smaller districts without impacting the quality of education.

Sep 13, 2011 4:13 PM

13 If you give me money, housing and medical care, what's the incentive to want to
work?  Granted, there are people in need of assistance and unable to work, but
the general perception is the system as a whole is abused.  State mandates
draw more undesireables to the state and overwhelm the system as a whole.

Sep 13, 2011 11:03 AM

14 There should be no such thing as an unfunded mandate. Sep 13, 2011 4:03 AM

15 tax cornell Sep 12, 2011 8:47 PM

16 I think there is no single, simple answer to this question. Some mandates are
good, others are bad. Some are good but should be funded by the state.

Sep 12, 2011 3:18 PM

17 A fair distribution in which we aren't supporting the city of New York and/or
suffering in their shadow.

Sep 12, 2011 8:19 AM

18 If municipal restructuring is the same thing as consolidation, then yes.  Unfunded
mandates are just a way of pushing responsibility from one shoulder onto
another.  It's politically dishonest.

Sep 11, 2011 10:48 PM

19 When the state mandates, the state must also indicate where the bill goes to to
pay for the mandates...i.e. somewhere in the state coffers.

Sep 10, 2011 3:11 PM

20 Don't know what this means. Unfunded local mandates are a bad thing, but
"municipal restructuring" could cover a lot of really bad ideas. Very local
governance with involved citizens is a jewel beyond price.

Sep 8, 2011 5:06 PM

21 Wealthy communities need to share the pot. Sep 8, 2011 4:38 PM

22 this would decrease taxes for all involved. Sep 8, 2011 3:53 PM

23 If the State is going to mandate it, then the State should pay for it. Sep 8, 2011 3:40 PM
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24 no fracking Sep 8, 2011 1:01 PM

25 Some mandates may be unnecessary, outdated, but those that are good for the
public good should be paid for by the state by reforming our state income tax
structure, which means raising taxes on the wealthy.

Sep 8, 2011 12:45 PM

26 We need mandates - that is, standards - but funded mandates. Sep 8, 2011 11:17 AM

27 Restructure and dont fund the mandates; if they are unfunded then they are
unsustainable.  Decisions need to be made.

Sep 8, 2011 7:44 AM

28 Too many municipalities=too many taxes. I have 4 fire and police departments
(which equals 4 chiefs, secretaries, staff, etc) in a 5 mile radius. These
municipalities need to merge and cut the fat.

Sep 7, 2011 6:57 PM

29 I sound like a broken record but, again, lots can be done to improve things in this
area, but it is not something that is a deal-breaker.  People bitch too much and
fail to see what is possible just with vision and dedication.

Sep 7, 2011 1:16 PM

30 This only adds to taxes and local costs. Sep 6, 2011 7:52 PM

31 It's time for municipal consolidation. Sep 5, 2011 9:55 PM

32 Schools might cut important programs like Art, Music, and Technology to save
money if these programs are not mandated.

Sep 5, 2011 9:46 PM

33 Let's get rid of the excessive layers of govt   We dint need village town county
govts

Sep 5, 2011 8:31 PM

34 Stop infunded mandates. Sep 5, 2011 1:11 PM

35 I believe in our small community of Deposit that some of the mandates for the
school is ridiculous

Sep 5, 2011 12:10 PM

36 Again, fund those mandates that are important, but via equitable funding
sources, not local property taxes. Let regions work out how they want to combine
functions and services; do not mandate from Albany. University-based training
for small governments will help professionalizes shared services.

Sep 5, 2011 1:27 AM

37 With good leadership, people will consider changing and improving mandates
and payment for them. This is an 'organic' process, a form of budgeting.

Sep 4, 2011 8:57 PM

38 Seriously, all I keep hearing about is unfunded mandates.  When I try to look
them up on Google, I can't find a list of them.

Sep 3, 2011 10:30 PM

39 Unfunded Mandates are a problem! Sep 3, 2011 8:55 PM

40 There is no money left!! We can not pay more taxes!!!!!! Sep 3, 2011 8:51 PM

41 If a mandate is necessary, it should make implementing the conditions possible -
improvements often save money.

Sep 3, 2011 7:57 PM

42 make cuts to medicaid Sep 3, 2011 3:56 PM

43 Schools have over 150 unfunded mandate.  i can only imagine what industry
has.

Sep 3, 2011 2:37 PM
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44 This can be paid for at the state level by instituting fair and reasonable increases
in taxes on high wealth/high income corporations and individuals including high
revenue/property rich non profits.

Sep 3, 2011 11:19 AM

45 Too vague Sep 3, 2011 10:52 AM

46 The State should not place demands on counties and municipalities to fund
State mandated programs.

Sep 2, 2011 3:37 PM

47 This question is broad and could mean anything. Sep 2, 2011 3:00 PM

48 If this means consolidating towns, city and county overlapping services into one.
I'm for it.

Sep 2, 2011 2:02 PM

49 This is a problem for all local governments, and will only continue to get worse.
Sate governement needs to figure out a way to solve this one.

Sep 2, 2011 10:47 AM

50 Mandates are business killers. Sep 2, 2011 7:32 AM

51 YOu have to be careful with this one. Taxes are already a bit out of wack in
Binghamton/Vestal/JC etc.

Sep 1, 2011 11:49 PM

52 If residents wish to restructure, yes disincentives should be removed. Evaluate
mandates ee if they are needed first. If some don't make sense, yes remove
them. Yes, evaluate on the state level

Sep 1, 2011 6:26 PM

53 Mandates generally have a reason for being in existence and those reasons
have historically been to protect the public.  If mandate relief is to be pursued, it
should be done with careful consideration for the potential excesses that might
occur without those mandates.

Sep 1, 2011 4:07 PM

54 get it done Sep 1, 2011 3:54 PM

55 Wording of the phrase makes no sense Sep 1, 2011 2:11 PM

56 We're just getting to this? Sep 1, 2011 11:14 AM

57 .  Tax cap should never have been instituted, especially without first doing
mandate relief.

Sep 1, 2011 10:49 AM

58 There should be no such thing as unfunded mandates, at any level of society.
Schools should consolidate, but only if the local people want it and the costs can
be significantly reduced. I like the 'tax cap' now in place. But it should always be
said that this is a 2% increase each year.

Sep 1, 2011 8:57 AM

59 Absolutely. Aug 31, 2011 4:03 PM

60 consolidation of efforts-dissolution of villages to save expense. Aug 31, 2011 11:08 AM

61 Each entitlement, project, mandate must be required to be funded within the
existing tax revenue matrix of the state. No new burden should be put on the tax
payers of NYS until the states is economically health.

Aug 31, 2011 9:54 AM

62 The increased local cost of state mandates, (plus the 2% tax cap) continues to
negatively affect county and town ability to maintain, let alone improve
infrastructure.

Aug 30, 2011 6:01 PM
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63 Examples are needed unclear as to what is meant by the Q. Aug 30, 2011 4:18 PM

64 Property tax cap is meaniless without this side of the equation in check! Aug 30, 2011 3:46 PM

65 We need to reduce the impact of unfunded State mandates to local
governments. In Tompkins County 88% of the County's budget goes to
programs State-mandated programs!  This means our seniors and poor are
funding through property taxes programs that should be funded by the wealthy if
we had a progressive income tax and revenue sharing with local governments.
The State must drastically increase it's local revenue sharing to support local
governments and repeal the property tax cap.

Aug 30, 2011 1:39 PM

66 This is crippling local governments. Aug 30, 2011 1:07 PM

67 Unfunded local mandates must have a sunset provision. Aug 30, 2011 9:50 AM

68 Absolutely!  But how, the State has no money - right?  That's why the locals
keep getting all the programs passed down to them in the first place, right?
That's why so many nurses and computer programmers were given layoff
notices, right?  That's why state employees were forced into giving up $450
million by taking furloughs, right?

Aug 29, 2011 10:15 PM

69 reduce taxes Aug 29, 2011 7:46 PM

70 Do not provide funding for programs where they are not needed.  I see agencies
following the funding streams and not the community needs.

Aug 29, 2011 5:05 PM

71 restructuring servcses and the way in which they are delivered needs help Aug 29, 2011 4:03 PM

72 I agree that the poor towns and cities are at the bottom of the food chain.
Mandating they comply with rules which require massive spending - well, they
can't run a deficit and truly have cut thing to the bone - so, what's left?  Need
more income.  Better buy those lottery tickets and hope for the best!

Aug 29, 2011 8:47 AM

73 Stop the mandate flood from above to local governments Aug 29, 2011 8:24 AM

74 The state must relinquish some of its control to local decision makers if they
can't pay for what they want to do.

Aug 29, 2011 1:49 AM

75 Yes.  Schools especially are hurt by unfunded mandates.  Until the state is
financially back on solid ground, this must happen.

Aug 28, 2011 9:26 PM

76 Anything that's passed should include the money to pay for it. Aug 28, 2011 9:10 PM

77 we need natural gas....... Aug 28, 2011 3:26 PM

78 Unfunded mandates are THE MOST cowardly and insidious political treason a
government can inflict.

Aug 28, 2011 12:31 PM

79 The 2% cap without mandate relief makes no sense. Aug 28, 2011 10:17 AM

80 Our Gov't structure (national, state and local) is so top heavy it is burying the
citizens it was meant to support. Eliminate structure and waste at every level and
there will be plenty of funding available for necessary programs. Mandates
should never be made without funding and funding should not come from new or
increased taxes. We don't need help wasting money, we have a glut of experts

Aug 28, 2011 9:57 AM
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in that area!

81 What ever happened to what would benefit the majority of the people?  Again it
boils down to Albany and NY City being the only important areas of all of NY
State.  We were 3rd in the nation for dairy and 2nd in the nation for apple
production.  Our state was heavy into farming.  The people in the city don't seem
to realize that food just doesn't appear on the shelves magically, it comes from
farms.  The farms in NY are rapidly disappearing because of the high cost of fuel
and TAXES.  Gas production would benefit the ENTIRE state not just the
landowners that would be getting gas leases.

Aug 27, 2011 4:44 PM

82 The state must reduce regulations that make it impossible for small municipality
to thrive.  Rules governing sharing of equipment by towns is one example.
Allowing towns to share equipment costs for expensive items for which they
have limited need would allow them to make more efficient use of their  budgets.

Aug 27, 2011 9:32 AM

83 Unfunded local mandates must be done away with - get rid of them!  What are
you talking about when you state "municipal restructuring"?  If you are
contemplating dissolving local governments, then NO!  I strongly disagree with
dissolving, stream-lining or minimizing local government.

Aug 27, 2011 8:37 AM

84 But good luck with that. Aug 27, 2011 7:18 AM

85 NEED A STATE WEBSITE FOR SUGGESTIONS AND REAL ANSWERS FOR
"A CHANGE".

Aug 26, 2011 10:34 PM

86 ? Aug 26, 2011 10:17 PM

87 The tax cap does not even provide for enough county revenue to pay for
mandates that the state requires counties to provide.  The cap is impossible to
meet.

Aug 26, 2011 5:27 PM

88 Has huge significance statewide, and will effect ED programs -- but not sure if it
is central issue for ED

Aug 26, 2011 4:30 PM

89 Need to support Home Rule, Aug 26, 2011 4:02 PM

90 there are mandates and then thre are the ways local governments implement
them.  Often the outrageous expense is not the mandate but the local
goverment.

Aug 26, 2011 3:55 PM

91 A lot of state mandates are to generic, need to be more region specific. That
would help tremendously.

Aug 26, 2011 3:32 PM

92 state mandates are too many with very little health or other reasons. Aug 26, 2011 2:41 PM

93 Not significantly related to economic development issues. Aug 26, 2011 2:04 PM

94 government needs to be local.  most control local, and no unfunded mandates to
the local county or town

Aug 26, 2011 1:20 PM

95 No mandate should be implimented unless it has funding prior to the mandate. Aug 26, 2011 12:58 PM

96 If the state feels it needs to be done they should tax the millionaries who will
benefit to make it happen.

Aug 26, 2011 12:15 PM
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97 Unfunded local mandates are problematic, but as with regulation, the answer is
not always to get rid of them.  These things come from the state.  Communities
have senators and representatives in Albany.  It would help to understand what
coalitions come together to pass unfunded mandates; without knowing the cause
of the problem, it's hard to know the solution.

Aug 26, 2011 11:54 AM

98 Unfunded mandates are morally reprehensible.  They should be unconstitutional. Aug 26, 2011 11:22 AM

99 Unfunded mandates are a burden in managing municipalities as well as
managing school districts.

Aug 26, 2011 10:50 AM

100 Unfunded local mandates are problematic.  The state needs to find a way to fund
these or establish a way to accomplish them at the state level.

Aug 26, 2011 10:18 AM

101 Kicking the can down the road isn't helping. Aug 26, 2011 9:52 AM

102 Make unfunded mandates illegal. Period Aug 26, 2011 9:42 AM

103 Bighamton's waste water treatement plant falling apart.  Enough said? Aug 26, 2011 8:52 AM

104 UNFUNDED LOCAL MANDATES are killing the schools and localities Aug 26, 2011 8:44 AM

105 I need to learn more about this Aug 26, 2011 7:34 AM

106 NO MORE STATE RELIEF FOR COMMUNITIES THAT WON'T MERGE INTO
OTHER GOVERMENTS.

Aug 25, 2011 9:58 PM

107 General way of thinking (from me) NYS my way or no way, no flexability Aug 25, 2011 9:50 PM

108 One of the biggest reasons for high taxes. Aug 25, 2011 5:38 PM

109 No more money taken from us by Albany.  The three crumbs taken inevitably
ends up as one crumb back by the time Albany inefficiency takes its bite.

Aug 25, 2011 3:08 PM

110 We have almost 20 School Districts for less than 200,000 population! Municiple
and shhool consolidation is critical! We are living in the past.

Aug 25, 2011 2:49 PM

111 I somewhat agree, although I would also argue that many of the mandates and
regulations that NY has instituted cost money, but they also contribute to a
higher standard of living. For instance, I would rather shop in a grocery store in
NY than in VA because we have higher standards on the cleanliness of our
grocery stores. Standards and statewide mandates are valid because we don't
want to become Mississippi.

Aug 25, 2011 12:34 PM

112 If municipal restructuring means dissolving layers of local government, yes! Aug 25, 2011 12:22 PM

113 Unfunded mandates kill businesses and schools. Aug 25, 2011 10:45 AM

114 Not needed Aug 25, 2011 8:27 AM

115 This should not be a gimmick to be dispensed as a political favor but genuine
and permanent roll  backs.

Aug 25, 2011 2:32 AM

116 See Medicade. Aug 24, 2011 10:00 PM

117 Don't make us do something unless you are going to pay for it. Aug 24, 2011 9:59 PM



648 of 681

Page 6, Q7.  <b>State Mandate Relief:</b>  This includes municipal restructuring and unfunded local mandates.

118 We have an aging population that will need governmental and health care
support. This should be a statewide issue with costs shared on a statewide basis

Aug 24, 2011 5:22 PM

119 critical, especially in light of the 2% cap on tax levy. Aug 24, 2011 3:58 PM

120 Mandated responsibilities and discretionary spending also impact the taxpayer--
and these are spending decisions made by local politicians.  Let's be clear on
what "mandate" really means.

Aug 24, 2011 3:18 PM

121 Either consolidate levels of government or get out of the business of
micromanaging local governments.  We have to streamline and simplify.

Aug 24, 2011 3:02 PM

122 Communities can no longer afford what they think is best for them - they're too
busy paying for what Albany thinks is best.

Aug 24, 2011 3:01 PM

123 NYS needs to pay for its programs and stop making the counties the pass
throughs for the programs.  This insanity is gutting local governments.  NYS
needs to rein in its spending and be responsible for its programs without passing
the burden on to local municipalities and schools.

Aug 24, 2011 2:23 PM

124 NYS needs to take a hard look at medicad costs.  NYS can't copntinue to be one
of the most generous state in the nation with these programs.

Aug 24, 2011 12:14 PM

125 I did not choose an answer above—see comment  This would have to be
considered in the comprehensive regional plan.

Aug 24, 2011 12:07 PM

126 All must be on the table but all issue must have equal representation. Aug 24, 2011 11:42 AM

127 strongly agree that restructuring state mandates is critical. Aug 24, 2011 10:46 AM

128 We need to completely retool to cut the duplication and waste in the municipal
structures that might have made good sense 100-200 years ago, but make none
today.  The State of NY has been cost shifting to localities via ever expanding
unfunded mandates for decades. That needs to stop and be reversed.

Aug 24, 2011 10:39 AM

129 The mandates may be necessary to protect the resource base. Has to be looked
at case by case.

Aug 24, 2011 10:09 AM

130 Not sure what this refers to Aug 24, 2011 8:21 AM

131 I don't know what this means, exactly. Aug 24, 2011 1:03 AM

132 Not clear what would be involved in municipal restructuring or what unfunded
local mandates are at issue.  I could only answer this if I knew the specifics.

Aug 23, 2011 9:42 PM

133 Unfortunately, I do not know enough about this topic to comment.  However, I
have heard this mentioned in circles of educators how mandates impact the
effectiveness and efficiency of teachers and administrators.

Aug 23, 2011 9:18 PM

134 Agree to municipal restructuring.  Less comfortable with unfunded mandates to
struggling communities.

Aug 23, 2011 7:35 PM

135 huh?  wouldn't the state need to do something about this? Aug 23, 2011 6:46 PM

136 Must do this Aug 23, 2011 5:04 PM
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137 We need to streamline governmental structures and stop issuing unfunded
mandates. It seems like our state gov't (and federal) have lost touch with reality
and are soley focused on political posturing forgetting that there inaction and
grandstanding are having a very negative effect on the people that can help turn
NYS around.

Aug 23, 2011 4:31 PM

138 consolidate, share, disolve Aug 23, 2011 3:57 PM

139 Please send me the final report coming out of this survey.  Please also send me
my answers to the questions.  My email address is jm.barth@mac.com Thanks.

Aug 23, 2011 3:52 PM

140 Mandates for grade schools should stick to Reading, Writing Science and Math!
Eliminate No Child Left Behind

Aug 23, 2011 3:23 PM

141 Real mandate relief, i.e. the State assumption of all Medicaid costs, is necessary
and should have passed before the crippling tax cap! We are going to hurt k-12
education and the poor of NYS with this premature tax cap (which should have
included a circuit-breaker provision) and taxed the rich!

Aug 23, 2011 2:40 PM

142 we need to eliminate all unfunded mandates now!  Local government cannot
afford to implement any mandates that are set without the proper funding
included.  They are killing our small local governments.

Aug 23, 2011 2:09 PM

143 States and municipalities need to treat this issue as critical.  Time will show that
bankruptcies will hurt the entire State.

Aug 23, 2011 2:03 PM

144 Mandates passed on to the county with no funding source is putting an undo
hardship to local businesses.

Aug 23, 2011 1:40 PM

145 When inefficiencies are identified, they should be addressed, and the State
should assist communities when services are mandated.

Aug 23, 2011 12:45 PM

146 Local mandates should supersede state ruling. PERIOD. Aug 23, 2011 12:10 PM

147 Don't know enough about this. Aug 23, 2011 11:41 AM

148 Only as it makes sense and local operations can retain effectiveness as before. Aug 23, 2011 11:29 AM

149 Who does the "relieving?" Municipal restructuring is good idea and long-term
could have inter-regional significance.

Aug 23, 2011 11:17 AM

150 I wouldl like to know more specificaly what you are refering to. All unfunded
mandates in the public school system should be removed but I need to know
more.

Aug 23, 2011 10:55 AM

151 Fund the mandates by taxing the people who can pay for them.  Don't use tax
breaks to encourage hoarding of cash and LACK of business investment and
trickling down to the masses.

Aug 23, 2011 10:41 AM

152 The above issues were well conceived and identify the major obstacles,
challenges and opportunities that we face here in Broome County and
throughout the state. Well done.

Aug 23, 2011 10:18 AM

153 Individuals need to stop depending on government agencies to bail them out.
Since the dust bowl when the government first started getting into this business
the nation has gone down hill.

Aug 23, 2011 9:02 AM
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154 Municipal restructuring is too vague a term. I'm sure there are good uses of this,
I'm also sure it can be used against local communities and work forces.

Aug 23, 2011 8:22 AM

155 If we got rid of the mandates, we'd be getting rid of regulations--some of which
are awful, and some of which are good. So, I don't favor things to decrease the
few controls on business.

Aug 23, 2011 1:21 AM

156 CONSOLIDATE and work for your constituents, not self! Aug 22, 2011 11:04 PM

157 YES!! Aug 22, 2011 10:04 PM

158 NO MORE UNFUNDED MANDATES!!!  The state cannot expect local
communities to meet any mandate that is not reasonable and supported.

Aug 22, 2011 9:57 PM

159 Yes, unfunded local mandates are an important issue affecting our counties and
cities. Unemployment will increase drastically as our counties and schools start
laying off workers they can no longer afford to pay due to unfunded mandates
creating unbearable financial pressures on them.

Aug 22, 2011 9:50 PM

160 I'm not sure what this refers to.  If it means that communities leave the citizens
who need help high and dry, then this is not good.  But improvement is always a
good thing.

Aug 22, 2011 8:27 PM

161 i don't understand this Aug 22, 2011 7:54 PM

162 It's dishonest and cynical for Cuomo to tell local municipalities to tighten their
belts to deal with the property tax cap when 90% of the local budget is spent on
expenses mandated at the state or federal level.  The real problem is the
elimination of higher rates of income tax on the highest incomes that happened
under Pataki.

Aug 22, 2011 6:17 PM

163 Unfunded mandates are bad. Aug 22, 2011 6:11 PM

164 See comments in #1 above. Aug 22, 2011 5:43 PM

165 This comes before the tax relief and guides such relief. Aug 22, 2011 4:14 PM

166 Hydrofracking is not going to solve all our problems.  Only bring more problems
along with it.  Look at PA to see there added costs with an upsurge in crime,
housing, schools, etc.

Aug 22, 2011 3:55 PM

167 This is tied to our ineffective state government. Aug 22, 2011 3:54 PM

168 No Fracking Aug 22, 2011 3:34 PM

169 State mandates should always be funded by the state Aug 22, 2011 3:34 PM

170 Stop making a red herring out of mandates. We need services, especially mental
health.

Aug 22, 2011 3:26 PM

171 Get rid of mandates. Aug 22, 2011 2:49 PM

172 I need more information and details. Aug 22, 2011 2:31 PM

173 When you have people moving to your state to simply get on Medicaid you have
to realize that it's a problem

Aug 22, 2011 2:21 PM
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174 Mandates are not working. Some small towns just can't afford it as it is.
Basically we need to clear the slate of all taxes and mandates and start over and
those who have more to protect should pay more. Some things just don't work
for everyone in every town.

Aug 22, 2011 1:36 PM

175 Too many mandates passed down from the state and are not sharing in the cost
of them!  One way to save $$$ for the state, but what about the rest of us???  I
don't see the total savings for everyone!

Aug 22, 2011 1:22 PM

176 Mandates should be kept to a minimum and where needed, they should be
funded.

Aug 22, 2011 1:07 PM

177 Get the government and bureacracy off of the backs of the people and have it
serve the people!

Aug 22, 2011 1:05 PM

178 We should not have unfunded mandates; but most of the "mandates" that are
given to us by Albany provide stricter guidelines than local Towns are often
willing to do on their own, so mandates on a statewide basis are often needed.
What is not fair is to leave the potential $$ for implementation in Albany.

Aug 22, 2011 12:44 PM

179 This is an area that deserves more attention because it is having a significant
impact on local tax bases.

Aug 22, 2011 12:32 PM

180 If ever there was an anti-union, anti-worker, pro-corporate abuse term, it's
"mandate relief" which is biased, vague and thus meaningless.

Aug 22, 2011 12:04 PM

181 Too many polIiticians. Aug 22, 2011 11:48 AM

182 We need some quick hits to establish positive momentum and demonstrate that
we are on a new track.

Aug 22, 2011 11:42 AM

183 I do not know enough about specific mandates.  They do need to be looked at
carefully to see which ones make sense and which do not.  Also, there is a
question of whether specific ones should be funded locally or by the state.

Aug 22, 2011 11:29 AM

184 state mandates are going to kill local governments particularly county
governments especially when trying to adhere to a 2% tax cap. Let's loosen a
few mandates. How safe do we really need to be? NYS Park Police - really?
There's no swimming allowed in some state parks which are still regularly
patrolled for what, to keep people from swimming.

Aug 22, 2011 11:24 AM

185 one county school board, close smaller schools,combind school districts. One
County police force, one county zoning/ boards. One Court house  for the
County, no more Town/city courts

Aug 22, 2011 11:11 AM

186 We must begin to consolidate municipalities, school districts, etc. We no longer
have the population to support the obsurd levels of bureaucracy currently in
place. Levels of adminsitration and managment MUST be cut.

Aug 22, 2011 10:51 AM

187 have the Lawyers that come up with these mandates help pave roads or build
bridges...they drain our economy and burden us with legalities...and contribute
nothing!

Aug 22, 2011 10:38 AM

188 It makes not diff if the state of the school districk takes the money but for when
the starte does it we loose 20% to the state workers who addmin it.  Taxes
should be collected at the level of government at which they are to be spent.

Aug 22, 2011 10:25 AM
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189 Need to identify services to cut. Aug 22, 2011 9:58 AM

190 NYS regulations put us at a competitive disadvantage. Aug 22, 2011 9:53 AM

191 Reduce the size of government. County legislators are too large with large
salaries and medical costs. Retirees should not be running for legislature just for
health insurance. Pennsylvania counties have three elected commissioners and
the system works very well. Eight legislators in Schuyler and thirteen in
Chemung is too many. Cost to the taxpayer. Every rural town in NYS does not
need their own dump trucks, backhoes, etc., consolidation badly needed.

Aug 22, 2011 9:31 AM

192 The state mandates and give no reasonable way for the communities to support
the mandates putting an unreasonable burden on taxpayers.  Yes, housing is
reasonable upstate but the taxes are as much as many much more affluent
communities downstate.  This is a real issue for the border communities as it is
easy to move to PA where the taxes are much lower.

Aug 22, 2011 9:29 AM

193 State is the only place to solve mandates.  Afterall, the State instituted them in
the first place.

Aug 22, 2011 9:00 AM

194 yes, get rid of unfunded local mandates.  get rid of giveaway programs.  stop
attracting people who don't work to this area.  i'm tired of supporting them, and
so is everybody else.  that's why they move away.

Aug 22, 2011 8:54 AM

195 We must remove these mandates...especially with the tax cap... Aug 22, 2011 8:50 AM

196 Perhaps the mandates could be zero-base justified every year. Aug 22, 2011 7:46 AM

197 The state continues to add ridiculous mandates in response to corporate
lobbying pressures.One prime example of this is the requirement to have
sprinkler systems in all public buildings. NYS needs to get real.

Aug 21, 2011 10:51 PM

198 PA even has a law on this. Aug 21, 2011 10:28 PM

199 Unfunded mandates from the state hamper local governments and restrict them
from having the budget flexibility to meet their constituents' needs.

Aug 21, 2011 10:24 PM

200 Mandate relief must be real & substantial or local govts & schools will collapse... Aug 21, 2011 10:11 PM

201 I strongly agree that the level of government that enacts a mandate should be
solely responsible for funding it.

Aug 21, 2011 9:57 PM

202 Believe the time has come that rural communities combined their government,
fire companies with adjoining towns.

Aug 21, 2011 7:40 PM

203 It is needed, but it isn't one of the main factors. Aug 21, 2011 7:40 PM

204 Unfunded local mandates such as? Examples would have been useful. Aug 21, 2011 7:11 PM

205 Unfunded local mandates aren't fair-- although some of the mandates are good.
Fund them at the level that requires them.

Aug 21, 2011 6:59 PM

206 If the State mandates localities do something, the state should provide a
sizeable share of the funding. I'm not sure exactly what is meant by "municipal
restructuring" but any such actions must have the approval of the people who
love there.

Aug 21, 2011 6:55 PM
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207 while some ideas are laudatory, many handicap local government decision-
making

Aug 21, 2011 6:34 PM

208 I have NO IDEA what this even means. Aug 21, 2011 6:08 PM

209 No more unfunded mandates, but also the state must recognize Home Rule for
municipalities everywhere.

Aug 21, 2011 5:53 PM

210 too many state mandates Aug 21, 2011 4:35 PM

211 I don't trust this survey. Aug 21, 2011 3:41 PM

212 Some mandates are important, but excessive bureaucratic red tape must be
streamlined.

Aug 21, 2011 3:25 PM

213 Unfunded local mandates is just cost shifting from the state sales and income tax
to counties or schools depending on property taxes.  Terribly unfair and must be
stopped.

Aug 21, 2011 2:43 PM

214 Municipal restructuring is *not* mandate relief!  It makes sense, but it is
completely different. The state cannot have it both ways with a tax cap and
mandates - municipalities are being turned into units that have to devote just
about all of theirresources to mandates, which makes no sense: the state should
pay for that which it mandates, local governments should craft local responses to
local needs and raise the revenue to pay for that.

Aug 21, 2011 1:31 PM

215 Bigger local government.  We need to get rid of small-minded government
leaders who have never left Broome County!

Aug 21, 2011 1:01 PM

216 New York State is full of taxing entities that are unnecessary and in many
instances could be combined.  Every town has one or more water districts, fire
districts, sewer districts, villages etc.  Combining or dissolving a percentage of
these districts will take away an amount of tax burden.

Aug 21, 2011 10:33 AM

217 Always promoting reducing use of fossil fuels. Aug 20, 2011 4:17 PM

218 Review each govt agency...there are better and worse large and small govts.
no blanket approach

Aug 20, 2011 2:15 PM

219 throw all of albany out.....let them get a real job and contriubute Aug 20, 2011 1:11 PM

220 There should be consolidation of all the smaller communities in Broome County. Aug 20, 2011 12:16 PM

221 Way too many town highway departments. Medicaid is hurting everyone. We
must adopt a better wellness strategy. The anti-smoking campaign is sure
getting a lot of attention - I hope it's working. Having fewer smokers on our policy
could save a lot of money. How about an anti-obesity campaign? Re-invigorate
the I(heart)NY campaign with images of people jogging and riding their bikes in
parks and hiking on trails.

Aug 20, 2011 11:32 AM

222 Why make a law if you can't pay for it. ??? Aug 20, 2011 11:25 AM

223 Too broad Aug 20, 2011 9:59 AM

224 Ahmen! Aug 20, 2011 8:52 AM
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225 I kind of agree here.  I hear about unfunded state mandates but don't hear as
many specifics about what they are and how much they cost.

Aug 20, 2011 7:52 AM

226 As I said in one of the previous items, this needs to happen. Aug 19, 2011 10:17 PM

227 Relief from burdensome state mandates is necessary, but NOT by consolidation
of municipalities and school districts.  New York needs to put pressure on
unreasonable (and unfairly distributed) burdens coming from the top down, like
the EPA's TMDLs for the Chesapeake Bay watershed, and the FDA's destructive
anti-small-business new food regs.).  NYS must respect Home Rule and clean its
own house and allow the municipalities to do likewise.

Aug 19, 2011 10:16 PM

228 Let us consider where real, not imaginary or subsidized savings may be had. Aug 19, 2011 10:11 PM

229 AMEN! Aug 19, 2011 5:43 PM

230 Again, look at best practices from around the country and world to restructure
how this works.  Municipalities need help.

Aug 19, 2011 5:35 PM

231 As someone who has spent 32 years as a professional in the economic
development field,  contact me anytime for my pearls of wisdom.

Aug 19, 2011 4:21 PM

232 State needs to back off for awhile until they get their spending cut drastically. Aug 19, 2011 4:16 PM

233 A discussion that has been going on forever with only one result, more mandates
and regulation.

Aug 19, 2011 4:13 PM

234 This is an undifined question.  Specific programs must be stated and reasons for
those programs.  There are some which should be state or federally funded,
others which can be local.

Aug 19, 2011 3:59 PM

235 The recently enacted 2& tax cap will cripple local governments ability to deliver
services. Services considered basic will need to be cut. The primary mandated,
but unfunded,  cost drivers to municipalities are pension, health care and
workman's comp.

Aug 19, 2011 3:48 PM

236 This must happen with out it all else fails. Aug 19, 2011 1:59 PM

Page 6, Q8.  Please identify other significant issues of inter-regional or statewide significance not listed above.

1 Here's a significant issue: imagining you will solve today's problems with 19th
century solutions. The old Robber Baron mentality of conservatives will not work
in a world in which there are no more frontiers, and we know certain critical
resources are finite. Everybody in the US had better get ready to join the Human
Race soon, and recognize that we're all connected. Maybe then, we would start
to create some public policy that makes sense, instead of the unholy mess we
have now.

Sep 15, 2011 11:37 PM

2 We should become a right to work state and eliminate the power of labor unions.
All one needs to do is ask yourself, why would you build a factory in NYS? I
certainly would not. I would favor one of the right to work states in the south.

Sep 15, 2011 5:41 PM
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3 People.  The inherent worth and dignity of individuals and their natural capacity
to cooperate.  These can be cultivated and encouraged rather than subjugated
to an economics of growth that generates waste, especially in the lives not
allowed to flourish.

Sep 13, 2011 11:38 PM

4 I would like to see more done on tourism, both historical and nature oriented.
Also somehow figure a way to get rid of all the current elcted officials-local and
Albany and start again from scratch with new people who are fed up with the
current one.  Possibly could think of more but exhausted right now from all of
previous.

Sep 13, 2011 9:12 PM

5 Create incentives for reducing number of funded 501C3 orgainzations through
collaborative initiatives.

Sep 13, 2011 11:47 AM

6 Healthcare is too much of a wild card. You can have the best business
development, but people need stability.If they aren't healthy- they can't work.

Sep 13, 2011 11:26 AM

7 The growing population of residents who rely on social programs and have zero
interest in working. Social programs must be cut to drive the non-working
population out of NY.

Sep 13, 2011 10:06 AM

8 Remove excessive levels of local politics and local in-fighting to stop favoritism
and abuse.  Again, for how successful Corning Inc. has been over time it is a
shame that the Corning area has not benefited more.  This inequity is a direct
result of the political corruption and favoritism that is allowed to run rampant in
the region (Steuben, Chemung).  Influence over funds must be kept at a higher
level of authority without meddling from the local governments, or else the same
old projects and same old outcomes will result.

Sep 12, 2011 5:23 PM

9 I cannot emphasize strongly enough how disastrous I think shale gas extraction
would be for this county. I am speaking as someone who was born and raised in
Scranton, PA during the bust that followed the anthracite boom. My husband and
I both have good, solid college educations, we have lived here for more than a
quarter century, we love the area, and we had planned to remain here for the
rest of our lives. We own a home and land. We pay our property taxes regularly
and on time. We vote in every election. We make a point of shopping at local
stores as much as possible. We shop at small establishments, farmers' markets,
etc. in Windsor. We go into Binghamton about once a week to shop, eat at a
restaurant, and/or see a movie. If gas drilling comes to this region, we will move
elsewhere. We have already begun looking at homes in other areas.

Sep 12, 2011 3:18 PM

10 We have great Higher Education Institions that produce many jobs. With
partnerships they are a great example for business and a tool for economic
growth.

Sep 12, 2011 10:50 AM

11 Capitalizing on successful industry: tourism, wineries, cheese trail,
farming/agriculture and promoting supporting local agriculture is the way to go.

Sep 9, 2011 4:00 PM

12 Said it before, no mention of cultural opportunities. Sep 9, 2011 10:32 AM

13 This whole survey is tendentious in the extreme, resting on a series of
unexamined assumptions about what is a good direction for the region. The
questions also mix issues in a muddleheaded or deliberately confusing way, and
are stupidly repetitive. If this is a taste of policy-making to come, we're in trouble.

Sep 8, 2011 5:06 PM

14 The Southern Finger Lakes area has a strong artist community. Rather than treat Sep 8, 2011 4:38 PM
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the arts as expendable, more programs to support our creative community is
vital. Emphasize the reasons most of us live here - the natural beauty, safe and
friendly communities, and thriving art institutions like the Corning Museum of
Glass, the Rockwell, 171 Cedar Arts, the Arnot Art Museum, and the artist's
most important supporter, the ARTS Council of the Southern Finger Lakes.

15 eliminate regions in favor of an "upstate" coalition. Sep 8, 2011 3:53 PM

16 The hydralic- fracking industry would not be possible without the behind the
doors reversal/exemption of common sense environmental law by the
Bush/Cheney crime family.

Sep 8, 2011 1:29 PM

17 From what I've seen, "villages" are unnecessary.  They add unreasonable cost
to property owners.  Towns are enough.

Sep 8, 2011 1:05 PM

18 Besides income tax reform, single-payer healthcare, living wage, prevailing wage
requirements for all tax payer subsidized projects, raise the minimum wage and
the welfare susidy, massive investment in clean renewables, education at all
levels

Sep 8, 2011 12:45 PM

19 We need single-payer health insurance, statewide if it can't be national. That
would greatly reduce costs for both government and industry and improve the
lives of everybody.

Sep 8, 2011 11:17 AM

20 Term limits. Sep 8, 2011 7:44 AM

21 a concerted effort to re-train the work-force. Sep 7, 2011 1:16 PM

22 Regional foodsheds are possible to supply the tri-state metro regions. Sep 6, 2011 7:52 PM

23 Fracking is at odds with all other development ideas. Fracking will drive away
agri-tourists, young professionals, new corporations and leave us with pollution,
low-income population and failure in other sectors.

Sep 6, 2011 12:18 PM

24 I forgot to mention the importance of promoting organic farming along with green
industries.

Sep 6, 2011 9:43 AM

25 Elected officials disconnected from reality.  Downstate economic interests far
different from upstate

Sep 6, 2011 6:39 AM

26 Our current economy is based on fossil fuels providing cheap energy (tho only
because many of the true costs are externalized). But the increases in extreme
weather (even if its just a slow moving tropical storm) are going to drain our
economy at the same time that the price for all forms of fossil energy are rising
because it more expensive to extract from unconventional sources (again, even
with most costs externalized, that is paid for by others in the short or long run).
We need to change both how we fuel our economy and how we compensate for
damages already done, or already "in the [climate] pipeline." University are a
potential important resource, but not as long as geology departments see their
PRIMARY mission as finding more fossil fuels, no matter the harm done to
extract them.

Sep 5, 2011 1:27 AM

27 Please protect what we have.  Do not allow Big Business to dictate how things
should be run.  It's not all about money.

Sep 4, 2011 9:14 PM

28 All bridges should be at maximum clearance height for trucker to pass under. Sep 4, 2011 4:49 PM
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29 I have to agree with some of the people who were interviewed in the Press and
Sun Bulletin who attended the forum.  The decisions have been made, you're not
really going to listen to any suggestions.  This is all window dressing.

Sep 3, 2011 10:30 PM

30 Holding landowners rights by not passing drilling forward. Sep 3, 2011 8:51 PM

31 Clean air, clean water Sep 3, 2011 10:52 AM

32 My company is ready to expand with considerable job growth.  Our desire has
always been to stay in New York.  Our experience with the state at this phase of
our growth (where they can realize a return on previous grants and investments)
has really dampened if not permanently damaged this spirit.

Sep 2, 2011 2:02 PM

33 for agriculture....we need a way to offer dairies good pay and stability for their
milk and offer places like chobani good prices for their milk supply...a tricky
balancing act

Sep 2, 2011 12:26 PM

34 We are spending too much on public schools.  Included in this complaint is that
we seem not to be educating our children as well as previous generations.  It
seems that we are focusing on "social issues" in school at the expense of basic
education (reading, writing, history, math, science, language)

Sep 2, 2011 7:32 AM

35 Support your local public libraries--they do more for the area than you realize. Sep 1, 2011 10:13 PM

36 You were very thorough Sep 1, 2011 6:26 PM

37 release funds, dont wait for this study to be completed Sep 1, 2011 3:54 PM

38 Corruption in elected representatives at town, county and state levels. Throwing
of taxpayer monies to private corporations.

Sep 1, 2011 2:11 PM

39 Issue of our dairy farmers not receiving fair prices for their milk.  Dairy is the
number 1 industry in New York State, & we should be helping our dairy farmers
stay in business!

Sep 1, 2011 1:29 PM

40 This is one of the most poorly written surveys I have ever encountered! Sep 1, 2011 11:45 AM

41 You have a very important opportunity. I know you have several agendas. please
put the agendads away and focus on whats at hand. You didn't make it there
because you were good at kissing butts and relying on others to do your work.

Sep 1, 2011 11:14 AM

42 Please not that gas drilling does not fit the criteria of being long-term and
sustainable. It is relatively short-lived, but leaving a pollution legacy that lasts for
centuries.  There is no safeguard of the land, and the SGEIS is quite weak.
DiNapoli's proposal is helpful, if we are forced into drilling. Further, drilling
divides communities, leading to polarization and inequitable access to resources.
Property values have been shown to decline and it will make real estate transfer
very difficult.  Some won't be able to get insurance or mortgages.  Definitely anti-
business.

Sep 1, 2011 10:49 AM

43 Too much government intrusion. Too many politicians feeding at the public
trough. And feeding on my dollars. The loss of the idea of a leader as a true
servant of the people, and not always acting to win the next election. The
general decline of morality in our self-serving leaders. The general loss of
personal responsibility for almost everything; accountability.

Sep 1, 2011 8:57 AM
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44 In general NYS government is ineffective. The local governments are effective
and responsive to the needs and desires of the people the represent (they can't
avoid us). The citizen of NYS must require Albany to make all meeting open, in
particular those with tax burden implication. Our representative must become
more accountable!

Aug 31, 2011 9:54 AM

45 1) K-12 Public Education is very important to businesses. Employees want good
schools for their children. Today's high school students are tomorrow's work
force. If we fail to educate them to be creative, resourceful problem solvers able
to cooperate with one another, we fail at business. 2) Civic engagement -
citizens need to be actively and sincerely invited to participate in developing and
executing this plan. The council should practice outreach and community
engagement every step of the way, and not just with the chambers of commerce
leadership, but with a wide variety of business owners and community members.
We have to re-learn democratic skills and process like consulting all
stakeholders, i.e. people who live here and learn what matters most. Peter
Block, business guru, wrote The Answer to How is Yes. His thesis is focus first
on what matters, what we say Yes to, including futures that only seem possible
in our dreams. If we focus too soon on How will we do something, we are so very
constrained by what has seemed possible in the past. Another excellent
resource for your process is Getting a Grip: Courage, Clarity and Creativity for a
World We Really Want, by Frances Moore Lappe. Both are very practical for the
process you are launching. Thanks for inviting survey participation.

Aug 31, 2011 2:14 AM

46 Education Aug 30, 2011 4:16 PM

47 The whole state will rely on our agricultural areas as it did in the 19th century.
Creating incentives and infrastructure for diverse base of small farms (including
farmer education) will be increasingly important.

Aug 30, 2011 2:45 PM

48 We have added layers and layers of complexity to address problems.  After
adding 3 layers of shingles, its time to strip them and start anew.

Aug 29, 2011 5:05 PM

49 We need to reclaim our democracy and shrink corporate control of our state
government decision making process.

Aug 29, 2011 1:49 AM

50 This was NOT the most intelligible survey I have ever seen.  The "questions" did
not seem to jive with the answers available.  It was hard to figure out what was
really being asked and I am college educated.   In the coming decades, clean
water will become an increasingly valued resource.  To mess up a valuable
asset through hydrofracking would be folly.  If it is so safe, why did we exclude
the NYC watershed from drilling?  The gas will not go anywhere and after the
other states have tapped theirs out or totally screwed up their environment we
can tap into ours and do it right.  Let's also make sure the "cost of doing
business" is not passed onto the taxpayers but those who are profiting from the
drilling.

Aug 28, 2011 11:33 PM

51 I don't quite understand this question Aug 28, 2011 10:20 PM

52 tourism promotion and agriculture Aug 28, 2011 10:15 PM

53 Marcellus Shale.  Can't be over-emphasized. Aug 28, 2011 4:15 PM

54 NYS can improve economic conditions by getting out of people's lives as much
as possible.  In a recent study of the "freest" US states, NYS ranked near last.
This is why people and businesses are leaving.

Aug 28, 2011 12:54 PM
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55 We need to consolidate municipalities. All the duplication of admin is just not
sustainable financially.

Aug 28, 2011 12:25 PM

56 Fewer state commissions; faster action on Marcellus drilling; higher taxes on the
wealthy; fewer tax loop-holes; simpler tax code; less waste & fraud in Medicaid

Aug 28, 2011 11:59 AM

57 There is such a Not In My Back Yard outlook in the state.  We have so much in
this country because inventors and business took risks with ideas and
opportunites.  Yes mistakes were made, but we have learned from those
mistakes.

Aug 27, 2011 9:51 PM

58 Government is too bureaucratic. Aug 27, 2011 3:15 PM

59 companies and corporations always extol the "free market", but they always
want tax dollar support thru subsidies and tax breaks.  "free enterprise" on the
dole.

Aug 26, 2011 10:17 PM

60 do away with villages and towns school boards and  go to a county manage
goverment

Aug 26, 2011 10:09 PM

61 You've been fairly comprehensive and touched on most of my "hot button"
issues.  I'd hate to have to present you with even more.

Aug 26, 2011 8:45 PM

62 Government has to get in touch with the people. Government has to start
representing the people. Government has to start listening to the people.

Aug 26, 2011 7:42 PM

63 The presence in NY State of aging nuclear facilities that might be vulnerable to
attack or melt-down because of inadequate monitoring, maintenance, and/or
updates that would provide strengthened protections for NY residents.

Aug 26, 2011 5:27 PM

64 I found it alarming with the association of certain questions associated with
allowing hydrofracking gas extraction. Maybe a more honest survey needs to be
written.

Aug 26, 2011 5:14 PM

65 I'm concerned that this survey addresses only the most obvious concerns and
complaints.  Is it possible for a deeper and more creative analysis of the
problems facing the Southern Tier and the innovations that will turn our situation
around?

Aug 26, 2011 4:57 PM

66 Need to make the state much more efficient adn responsive.  The fragmentation
of regional agencies and difference in jurisdictions can make it very hard to
assist projects.  State needs to help regions work together by making its internal
systems work better.  One simple example -- all the Assessment offices must
use the state's assemssment software.  It is impossible to use this database for
analysis and the database cannot be dumped into Excel for commercial property
analysis that could be useful to ED.  The state needs to modernize and make its
systems accessible.  Also I understand the State (maybe NYSDOT(?) has REMI
analysis model -- why not make this accessible to local ED's to do analysis.

Aug 26, 2011 4:30 PM

67 Find ways to collaborate rather than compete - between higher ed institutions,
and regions within the state.  A strong statewide vision that emphasizes a
principled business friendliness, especially to innovations and capitalizes on the
state's multiple strengths, a commitmment to a high quality of education for all
sections of the population, sustainable development and protecting the
environment would be very compelling.  New York State has a unique location
and can be a part of three national regions - and should make the most of these

Aug 26, 2011 4:26 PM
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interstate synergies.

68 Unwillingness to cooperate, it is all are nothing with no understanding of
compromise.

Aug 26, 2011 3:55 PM

69 Arts and culture are definitely of statewide significance and should be included in
all discussions and planning.

Aug 26, 2011 2:38 PM

70 For all of the above, not only were the list of issues/topics too broad to give an
intelligent response, some of the terms were ambiguous at best (I noted a few of
them above). This seems like the kind of survey, no matter the actual answers,
that can be interpreted in widely different ways.

Aug 26, 2011 2:04 PM

71 Trim the way government gives contracts to unions  or not no need for ten guys
around a hole while one guy is in there working.  MTA should be abolished with
all the money racked in at tolls and fees for service.

Aug 26, 2011 12:58 PM

72 The obvious corruption of our judicial system (judges, in particular at city and
county levels); the lack of prioritization of small farm protections, support and
services so we don't lose those small and mid-sized farms sometimes
generations old to large agribusiness and the collapse of the family-owned and
operated farm.  This would be the ruin of our countryside (which is, of course,
another resource and valuable draw to our area).

Aug 26, 2011 11:46 AM

73 NYS taxes are chocking the residents out of here. Aug 26, 2011 10:37 AM

74 We need reforms in collective bargaining for public sector unions (not FOP or
Firefighters) particularly CSEA and NYSUT - they're too powerful and wield too
much political power.

Aug 26, 2011 10:34 AM

75 Don't slash arts funding. Aug 26, 2011 9:37 AM

76 Welfare ,work or starve Aug 26, 2011 9:04 AM

77 You have covered this, but it needs to be said over and over again.
Development of the Marcellus Shale will destroy all the good things in this region
by turning it into an industrial wasteland.  No one will want to live here or move
here.

Aug 26, 2011 8:28 AM

78 Our roads are in disrepair and the time and manpower spent on repair is crazy. It
takes too many workers far too much time to do the work. If they were private
workers looking to make a profit, the work would be completed faster, better and
with less workers. New York has to stop wasting taxpayers money!

Aug 26, 2011 7:22 AM

79 We simply have too many layers of government.  This includes too many
municipalites attempting to maintain services on their own and too many school
districts.  We need to look at ways to restructure our local governments in order
to become more effective.  Economic development is not one business moving
from Endicott to Binghamton or businesses moving from another county or state
to our area.  Our economic development efforts have to focus on creating new
industries and new jobs not relocating existing ones.

Aug 25, 2011 9:53 PM

80 CUT TAXS and ALL ANTI business Regulations...Move ON with Natural gas
drilling ..need tax dollars and jobs here first

Aug 25, 2011 4:44 PM

81 Consolidate school districts.  There are too many. Aug 25, 2011 12:22 PM
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82 politicians trying to satisfy anti gas demands by creating delays & laws without
any knowledge of the sceince instead of letting the DEC do their job

Aug 25, 2011 12:10 PM

83 This is one of the most biased, poorly-written (ridiculously broad questions)
surveys I have taken. I chose to fill out the survey in the hopes that your results
will actually reflect the viewpoints of citizens in this area, despite the confusing
and biased question language.

Aug 25, 2011 10:47 AM

84 We need jobs and an economic boost to NY.  Any ideas Aug 25, 2011 8:27 AM

85 haven't gotten decision makers physically here to see what is available.
Communities highly resistant to any change.

Aug 25, 2011 6:28 AM

86 Please reduce the size and reach of government in NYS, you are killing us!
Stop, stop, stop!

Aug 25, 2011 2:32 AM

87 none Aug 24, 2011 9:01 PM

88 pass gas! Aug 24, 2011 8:11 PM

89 Building local economies. Aug 24, 2011 4:35 PM

90 Section 6 was poorly worded and therefore difficult to answer.  Items that are of
considerable importance may be so because they are good or bad and there
was no way of distinguishing between these possibilities.

Aug 24, 2011 3:39 PM

91 Attracting DIVERSE talent and assisting local communities on how to be more
inclusive.

Aug 24, 2011 3:18 PM

92 Change in the voter registration laws are needed.  Open primaries, simplified
rules for candidates, REQUIRE THAT NO ELECTION IS CERTIFIED UNLESS A
CANDIDATE RECEIVES MORE THE 50% OF THE VOTE - RUN-OFF
ELECTION WOULD BE REQUIRED!!!

Aug 24, 2011 3:02 PM

93 I have lived in NYS in Tompkins County my entire life.  I remember well the good
old days when industry provided middle class jobs and life was good.  Now,
there are few manufacturing jobs, the infrastructure is failing, and we have the
luxury of being the #1 taxed state in the nation.  We need to stop the political
rhetoric and focus on the issues that impact all residents - get back to basics.

Aug 24, 2011 2:23 PM

94 While focusing on competition between regions may make sense initially, we
ultimately need to create a culture of collaboration and knowledge sharing, with a
mechanism for supporting that. I have been encouraged by communications
from state leadership thus far in regards to this issue, and hope to see further
progress on this.

Aug 24, 2011 12:29 PM

95 General comment— This questionnaire is not designed for the general
population.  It was difficult to know that it existed and I feel it will not accurately
represent the desires of the Southern Tier region.    The questions can be
misleading in the way they are set up.  That said, I make my comments and it
took me 2 hours to go through this process.  I understand the issue is
complicated but I think the first step of a thorough, well thought out
comprehensive plan for the region is really the first step in understanding the
needs of any region.  There are no fast, easy answers.  Work, work, work, let’s
get to it.

Aug 24, 2011 12:07 PM



662 of 681

Page 6, Q8.  Please identify other significant issues of inter-regional or statewide significance not listed above.

96 This may be considered under municipal restructuring but I think it is so
important it needs to be mentioned separately.We have too many government
entities( villages, towns,cities) which make for inefficiencies.

Aug 24, 2011 10:59 AM

97 Local and regional planning needs to be better supported and strengthened. Aug 24, 2011 10:39 AM

98 Support and develop national service opportunities, especially for young adults,
through the NYS Commission on National and Community Service.

Aug 23, 2011 7:30 PM

99 The most important things for job creation, and improving the quality of life in this
region are passenger rail service, single payer health insurance, and genuinely
progressive income taxes.

Aug 23, 2011 4:54 PM

100 Areas of the Southern Tier are at a disadvantage when due to teh skewed cost
of living.  Teh cost of housing, land even prevailing wages are driven by the
downstate economy, yet the local people are only paid based on a local cost of
living.  The disparrety between the two regions creates a huge problem for local
residents.

Aug 23, 2011 3:57 PM

101 Our State tax code should increase the rates on higher earners.  Middle
incomeearners  to billionaires pay the same tax rate, which is ridiculous!

Aug 23, 2011 2:40 PM

102 This comptition for $ can pit parts of the State against one another instead of the
larger family sharing in ideas and resources to the benefit of all.

Aug 23, 2011 2:03 PM

103 Lack of food infrastructure, including central warehouses and distribution
centers, and processing facilities capable of supporting our small and mid-scale
farms

Aug 23, 2011 12:17 PM

104 Useless state assemble and senate Aug 23, 2011 11:35 AM

105 natural resources Aug 23, 2011 11:21 AM

106 An asset I hope is addressed with this effort is the small business/rural-life
opportunities provided by our many villages, hamlets and crossroad communities
throughout the state.  They should not be overlooked in the big picture of
economic investment.

Aug 23, 2011 10:56 AM

107 the threat of natural gas drilling has people from our are looking for other parts of
the world to live in, doctors, nurses, engineers, etc.   people whoa are a great
asset to our community, are taking their skills, education, retirement and
investments elsewhere because they do not want be living, or working in a large
gas producing area

Aug 23, 2011 8:36 AM

108 When big box stores are given tax breaks to open stores it hurts communities, by
draining money from our state to their home state, by promoting businesses
which don't care about the local community and people, and by increasing the
pressure on roads as they suck the life out of our small towns. We need to
support local businesses that have a stake in keeping their workforce,
community and state healthy.

Aug 23, 2011 8:22 AM

109 Continue to focus economic opportunities on the wealth of natural and historic
resource attributes within NYS;  much credit is deserved for the preservation of
existing parks, forests and waters.  Explore ways to capitalize on these
attractions without compromising them, and do it in a way that stands out as an
unquestionable leader among the other 49 states.

Aug 23, 2011 6:43 AM
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110 acid rain and global warming for starters. Corruption at high levels in state and
the country. Corporations just moving to more easily exploitable states and or
countries. And big  corporations moving in to the area and affecting or ruining the
local balance.  i.e. Walmart.  (A man in Little Rock asked me if I knew what the
state bird was for Akansas. I said no and he replied," A Walmart plastic shopping
bag." a little Southern humor there.) Good luck with your survey. It was difficult to
tease out the questions. Took a lot of thought on my part although it may not
appear that way with the answers supplied.

Aug 22, 2011 10:56 PM

111 Demographics is a very significant issue that impacts the state's growth. Yes,
people are leaving the state, and everyone thinks it is due to "lack of jobs and
development". But some of the decline is due to the population aging, and the
older people moving away or retiring from employment.  The material needs of
the older people is less because they already have accumulated their life
possessions. If there are fewer young people in the generations that follow--and
that is a good thing--there will be less commercial activity as well.
Unemployment should decrease simply due to the Baby Boomers retiring. That
makes way for the younger generation to take those jobs.  Population shifts, the
unnatural demographic bulge of the Baby Boomers can drive some of this
"economic decline". Does anything in the world ONLY grow and never decline?
No. So also, there is a natural decline in commercial growth. Why see this as
some "problem" to be solved? This is unrealistic. Worldwide there are
tremendous shifts going on in production and allocation of assets due to the
aging of the post World War II generation. This is not being adequately thought
through by our movers and shakers. Demographics shapes our destiny. The
huge influx of immigrants in the early 20th century fueled enormous growth in
New York State. That is not happening now. No influx of population equals no
growth. The big bulge of baby boomers fueled enormous growth after the war.
That is not happening now. No population growth equals no growth. All of the
innovation and technology in the world isn't going to fuel growth when the
population is NATURALLY declining due to demographics. Quality of life is
separate from commercial growth issues. Accept that things don't grow ONLY.

Aug 22, 2011 9:50 PM

112 These questions are too much geared to big ticket items, rather than the millions
of small actions that need to be addressed by all residents to improve the
financial strength and wealth of this region.

Aug 22, 2011 9:08 PM

113 LPG storage in Watkins Glen, high schools keeping up the technology growth Aug 22, 2011 8:57 PM

114 The over-use of prisons as an industry. Aug 22, 2011 8:27 PM

115 Wholesale restructuring of how we deliver and finance an afrray of services from
education and health care to local government, police and fire protection.

Aug 22, 2011 7:05 PM

116 Lack of capital for business development and for urban real estate projects Aug 22, 2011 6:30 PM

117 I am very concerned that a start-up regional economic development council feels
that Statewide issues are things it needs to address.  You do not give a good
first impression.

Aug 22, 2011 5:43 PM

118 Roadways and infrastructure are depleted.  vacant buildings are dilapidated and
unappealing to perspective buyers.  communities are falling apart.

Aug 22, 2011 4:14 PM

119 No Fracking Aug 22, 2011 3:34 PM

120 Bring back QUALITY. Aug 22, 2011 3:26 PM
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121 I guess medical costs were not mentioned anywhere, maybe I am wrong thinking
that medicare/medicaid (whichever is the state/county responsibility) is not an
issue for funding in NYS?  I thought is was casuing some counties to go broke.

Aug 22, 2011 2:49 PM

122 Include affordable housing as part of rural economic development.  Rural
Preservation Programs, administered by local Not-for-Profits, are a model for
community based planning.  In addition to administering local housing programs,
we also administer NY Main Street Programs that support Economic
Development; creating jobs, increasing sales tax revenue, as well as, support
tourism.

Aug 22, 2011 2:38 PM

123 We need to become more pro-active instead of reactionary - We need to
consolidate government/school districts while limiting the amount of layoffs

Aug 22, 2011 2:21 PM

124 Get rid of the general fund system. If people want something they buy a lic. and
that money needs to stay with the resources. If I drive a car I pay fees and taxes
for the roads, if I buy gas I pay for bridges etc.... not put into the general fund to
be spent on something that NYS folks don't want like rt 86. Gay Marage was
made legal just to get money in the general fund and boost the economy, but if
we were to vote on it it wouldn't have passed.

Aug 22, 2011 1:36 PM

125 Jobs, jobs, jobs Aug 22, 2011 12:54 PM

126 Brain Drain- has statewide significance Aug 22, 2011 12:32 PM

127 As someone who has invested $500,000 in the rehabilitation of a building to
house my architectural practice, a market rate apartment and two retail
businesses, I feel as though there is little benefit to me for investing in my
community.  It would be great if the state could have some system in place to
encourage contractual agreements for work based on my investment in
community.  I didn't invest my money for the purpose of getting any incentives,
and feel that it was the right thing to do, nonetheless.  Also, as an MWBE, I have
never received any work based on being a women owned business, despite the
fact that I have to do somersaults to procure bids from contractors who are
MWBE's.  The state spends A LOT (MWBE) of energy on this program and I am
not sure that it results in much benefit.

Aug 22, 2011 12:10 PM

128 Replacing the people and the mindset that created this questionnaire Aug 22, 2011 12:04 PM

129 Urban blight, crime and drug use Aug 22, 2011 11:56 AM

130 Over-reliance by economic developers on large corporate projects while under-
attending to opportunities at smaller scale.

Aug 22, 2011 11:45 AM

131 environmental protection efforts and resources Aug 22, 2011 11:43 AM

132 Is there the possibility of identifying new opportunities in the remaining two and
half months that can strengthen our plan.  Are folks actively looking at customer
expansion opportunities, relocation opportunities, grant application opportunities
that can be announced prior to the plan due date.  Have we incorporated the
new tools (power authority power, land grant etc) into our marketing approaches.

Aug 22, 2011 11:42 AM

133 We need to work on stopping the "upstate/downstate" mentality.  Yes we do
have different economic bases, but we need to work together.  Those in the NYC
area need to learn to appreciate upstate and understand it better.  And those of
us who live upstate need to value NYC for what it can offer us.  This is not simply

Aug 22, 2011 11:29 AM
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a "feel good" necessity.  I believe it is blocking a lot of statewide cooperation that
would benefit us economically.  For example, we could be bringing more
agricultural products to farmers markets in NYC and helping the residents and
businesses develop ways to save energy.  In turn they can do more travel in
upstate, hold conventions here, etc. I just think we are missing an opportunity.

134 Keep our parks funded. Aug 22, 2011 11:24 AM

135 School districts..to many duplications of facilities, positions and equipment Aug 22, 2011 10:44 AM

136 cost savings by reducing govt. Aug 22, 2011 10:38 AM

137 Even during good times, firms are reluctant to locate operations in NYS due to its
high taxes, high workers comp, unfriendly regulatory environment, and union
influence.

Aug 22, 2011 9:54 AM

138 I believe we cannot overlook the importance of the not-for-profit community to
the ED picture. They employ about 10-12% of the workforce and provide
services that add to a good quality of life. Prospective investors/companies look
for this in a community.

Aug 22, 2011 9:53 AM

139 Maintain Parks and other environmental assests.  We have wonderful state
parks in this area that have been underfunded for years.  Put some money into
them - reduce the entrance fees and increase items to buy in the parks - ie food
rather than a concession sell it themselves - If Broome County can keep parks
open for free why can't the state?

Aug 22, 2011 9:48 AM

140 Cannot continue to lay-off NYSDOT employees or our state roads, highways,
bridges, culverts and such will deteriorate irreparably.  Need to keep traffic
moving all over NYS and encourage others to use our state transportation
system.

Aug 22, 2011 9:39 AM

141 THE GREAT STATE OF NEW YORK SHOULD PRESERVE THE BEAUTY,
INTEGRITY AND FRESH WATER WE HAVE TO THE REST OF THE NATION
AND MAKE SURE WE KEEP THE CLEAN AIR AND WATER ACT IN ACTION
FOR ALL NEW YORKERS! Use Japan as a model. Also clean up the D.E.C.
and E. P. A.  Test proceedures and products before setting the goal to make the
citizens test  the products and proceedures and then become ill from multi
conglomerate industries who do not care about human and animal well being
and health just their blood monies in the pockets for the few rich at the corporate
top.

Aug 22, 2011 9:32 AM

142 Require more businesses to institute drug testing. Many companies are reporting
305 to 50% applicant failure rate. That is a huge issue and the message needs
to get to the youngsters that if they want a career they must abstain.

Aug 22, 2011 9:31 AM

143 Medicaid expense.  Our State goal should not to be 50th in Medicaid payments
but how about 20th?  Our excessive Medicaid plans draw people to NYS.

Aug 22, 2011 9:00 AM

144 This state is ruining everything that once made NY great.  I see government as
the problem, not the solution.  We need to make it easier for farmers to make a
living, but that includes easing up on regs, not creating new ones.  Make it
possible to buy raw milk, for instance, as they do in other states.  Less regs, not
more.

Aug 22, 2011 8:54 AM

145 One area of focus that I did not see the survey  addressing is the quality of our Aug 22, 2011 6:51 AM
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K-12 education system to ensure that we are arming our students with the basic
skills required to be successful  and to entice many more students into fields of
study where there is the greatest skill set demands, such as computer science,
engineering and other sciences.  To me, this is critical to  economic success.

146 I don't know what you can learn from this survery. These are all no-brainers.  We
do not need to continue to ask people what should be done. We need to DO
what needs to be done.

Aug 22, 2011 1:56 AM

147 Promotion of Community Supported Ag. programs. Aug 22, 2011 12:52 AM

148 State is to be commended on passing Smart Growth Infrastructure Act. I strongly
urge review committees to make sure priorities and 5-year plans are judged
against this excellent, forward-thinking piece of legislation.

Aug 21, 2011 11:55 PM

149 Expense to just register a business in NY State should not cost what the current
fees are.  The has to be a less expensive way of doing it, if necessary.

Aug 21, 2011 11:40 PM

150 PA is in a better position than NY for buisness.  Then again we do not have to
load a survey.

Aug 21, 2011 10:28 PM

151 The Binghamton Press & Sun Bulletin had a community based effort called
Facing Our Future back (I believe) in the early 90's. You should consider a
similar program and consider seeing if info from that is still around.

Aug 21, 2011 10:06 PM

152 Inner-city economic development in Metro areas across the state. Aug 21, 2011 9:43 PM

153 Movement to "buy local" or "Made in NYS" so that we develop jobs and keep
more money here.

Aug 21, 2011 7:40 PM

154 It's important to encourage investigative reporting and encourage whistle-
blowing for government AND private corporations

Aug 21, 2011 6:59 PM

155 Decent, affordable housing Affordable, accessible health care for all Stop
scapegoating public sector employees and workers in general.

Aug 21, 2011 6:55 PM

156 Health of the population and of the environment the population lives in. Aug 21, 2011 6:08 PM

157 I would like to receive a copy of this study when it is done, with readable
comments. I would like to receive a copy of my own entries, as well. Thank you.

Aug 21, 2011 5:53 PM

158 Many individuals with disabilities are often not allowed to contribute to our
society, but this survey has given me a voice. Thanks for the opportunity.

Aug 21, 2011 3:25 PM

159 I believe you have touched on everything.  Again, good luck. Aug 21, 2011 1:01 PM

160 We need to start making some the things that are not made in the US.  While
technology is very important, going back to the core values of this state and
nation and looking at what is important and what we can do to encourage people
to support local business and chose to purchase things that are produced locally,
like Cheerios. I lived in Rochester most of my life and never knew that Cheerios
are made in Buffalo.  I only buy Cheerios now. A simple example but perhaps an
opportunity exists to promote ourselves while at the same time encouraging folks
to start new businesses that can fill some of the "made locally" gaps.

Aug 21, 2011 10:33 AM

161 The state retirement system is absolutely killing local governments. Employees Aug 20, 2011 11:32 AM
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in tiers II through IV not contributing after ten years? Tier I never had to
contribute? Who ever heard of a pension system that the employee doesn't
contribute to? I benefit from this system but I think it's outrageous. This is one of
the biggest problems affecting state and local government in New York.

162 In general, I am saying the government has to play the role of innovation
(research and development) and employer because private industry is going
overseas to build manufacturing plants. I would cut tax breaks and shelters. take
away corporate personhood if they are not going to act patriotic and stop
corrporate welfare. We the people can create the job opportunities and put
people back to work.

Aug 20, 2011 11:25 AM

163 Right now this tax cap is going to be an issue.  I agree that something had to be
done.  However, I think the results could potentially be devastating to the local
districts and municipaliites.  This is going to have to be dealt with.  I am on a
school board and have seen the numbers.  It is going to be very difficult to
accomplish the job of educating our kids without some changes.  The challenge I
think, is figuring out how to take power away from the unions.  We gave raises
during the worst economic crisis in four generations and I was made to be a
pariah for suggesting we not do that.  It was rediculous for us to give them raises
and yet we did anyway.  BTW...I don't like the way this survey was done.  Too
many issues were lumped together.  Should have been more questions so that
each issue could be considered on its own.  I'll be interested to see how this is
used.

Aug 20, 2011 7:52 AM

164 We need a carbon tax. This will correct much of our malalignment while we
formulate our goals.

Aug 20, 2011 12:35 AM

165 We need to bring the gas companies in for the revenue. They will take some of
the burden off tax payers, and help land owners pay their property taxes. Help
ones like us laid-off to pay our bills, and not lose our home.

Aug 19, 2011 10:41 PM

166 Education -- high cost & increasing property taxes, unfunded mandates from the
Regents Dept., lack of a cohesive, fair system to compare systems & programs
& results statewide, increasing focus on frivolities not connected to education
(clubs & sports & all sorts of perfectly good community programs that should not
be connected with public -- and publicly-funded -- education.)

Aug 19, 2011 10:41 PM

167 Break the stranglehold, inefficiencies and high cost of unions and their labor
force.  Schools need a different revenue stream than the local tax base, and
NYS should NOT be driving centralization (which undermines the
EDUCATIONAL purpose of public schools).

Aug 19, 2011 10:16 PM

168 Think connectivity, and reduce duplication Aug 19, 2011 5:35 PM

169 The ability of special interests groups to spread false information and slow down
progress.

Aug 19, 2011 4:45 PM

170 Hospitals and emergency services; police and safety concerns--People want to
live and work in a place in which they feel safe

Aug 19, 2011 4:12 PM

171 Great job identifying all of the key assets, issues, and barriers to successful
economic development. One item that is missing is the development of a new
program for small businesses, something that would not have geographic
boundaries (i.e. Empire Zone) but would offer some type of benefit/incentive to
small businesses for expanding or relocating to NYS. This is an area of serious

Aug 19, 2011 3:59 PM
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deficiency, as this group is perpetually penalized for doing business here and we
have no incentive packages/benefits to offer, so to speak.

172 Space isnt big enough. Aug 19, 2011 1:59 PM




