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Open Session 

Attendance:  Lt Governor Robert Duffy, Tony Collins, Garry Douglas, Jon Greenwood, Carl McLaughlin, 

Lisa Weber, Cheryl Mayforth, Donna Wadsworth, Cali Brooks, John Donoghue, Bill Murray, Jim Wright, 

John Ettling, Kate Fish, Adoré Flynn Kurtz, Terry Gach, Jim McKenna and John Martin   

Ex Officio Voting: Mayor Don Kasprzak, Mayor Jeff Graham,  Chair Sallie Brothers, Supervisor Marie 

Regan, Chair Bill Farber, Chair Jack Bush 

Ex Officio non-voting: MOA Janet Duprey 

Excused:   Dan Wilt, Anne Merrill, Eric Virkler, Guy Smith, Mark Tryniski, Ron Davis, Jim Langley, Senator  

Betty Little, Senator Joseph Griffo, 

Public Comment: 
John Danis (Yes, Eleven):  He is concerned with regional transportation issues.  Noted there is strong 
local identity and encouraged the Council to get the strategic plan to the local level as much as possible.  
He encouraged additional public comment, especially through e-mail, Facebook and Twitter.  He 
expressed concern about the condition of secondary roads and bridges.  His group upgrade of Route 11 
but must also consider the economic condition of communities.  Objected to use of the “I-98” label since 
he felt it discouraged examination of alternatives. 
 
John Kesterly (Yes, Eleven):  He favors upgrading Route 11 as a two-lane rural expressway.  Feels that 
NYS DOT could implement this approach within a year.  He complimented the Regional Council for being 
open to comments but expressed feeling that the Council had not yet heard from the public about the 
rooftop highway concept.   He noted that many people did not know they lived in the proposed right-of-
way for a rooftop highway.  He hoped the Council would be sure to hear both sides on the issue.  Tony 
Collins noted the charge of the development of an economic development strategy, not the specifics of 
the highway proposal. 
 
George Donnis (Faculty, SUNY – Plattsburgh):  He has a proposal for the role of higher education in the 
process.  Noted that academic institutions are under-utilized during the summer months.  Advocated 
the concept of a full-fledged summer session focused on driving economic development through 
training and courses in Wilderness Education and the Arts. 
 
Ray Agnew, Paul Smiths College Institutional Advancement: He was concerned about the need for 
specific references to K-12 education, high schools and community colleges.  Also expressed concern 
that connections to CVPH and other health care institutions should be identified in the Strategic Plan.  
Adore noted that the strategic plan identifies role of higher education in the Arts, improving on-campus 
venues for community groups and other actions. 
 



Jason Clark – stressed the importance of the East/West Corridor.  He expressed concern about existing 
poverty in the North Country and how important access to an inter-State highway will be for economic 
development.  He noted that DOT reports and studies specifically reference the I-98 highway as a four 
lane highway built to inter-State standards. 
 
Joseph Liotta  – asked if the CFA applications would be on-line and available to the public.  He felt 
improving public understanding of the applications would encourage additional applications.  He also 
expressed how other State agencies such as the NYS Council of the Arts would use the application 
process in the future.  Roseanne noted that the applications would not be posted on-line but the 
projects which receive funding will be announced.  Tony Collins noted that there are no changes to 
existing relationships between applicants and funding agencies.  He asked if the region would be getting 
less or more money after the process was completed.  Tony Collins stated the same amount of funding 
should come to the region, the main difference will be review and support from the Regional Council.  
Lt. Governor Duffy noted that a primary change in the funding process is scoring an input from Regional 
Councils and will represent more input from the region rather than decisions being made solely in 
Albany.  He noted that the amount of funding awarded to each region will be clearer in December. 
 
Justin Woods, Ticonderoga Revitalization – commended the Council for putting together the strategic 
plan.  Emphasized small business and the green economy being important components along with 
continued emphasis on Smart Growth.    Believes the process will improve planning at the regional and 
local level.   
 


