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Final – Adopted 7.19.2018 

MHREDC Public Meeting 

Thursday, April 26, 2018 

Introductory Information: 

Date and Time Meeting Commenced: 

Thursday, April 26, 2018 – Public Session: 1:20 PM 

Location: 

Resorts World Catskills 

888 Resorts World Drive, Monticello, NY 12701 

  
Council Members Present: Meghan Taylor; Dennis Murray; Don Christian; Marsha Gordon; 

Maureen Halahan; Ned Sullivan; Harold King; Thomas Carey; Reinaldo Diaz; James Taylor, Jr.; 

Kristine Young; Vincent Cozzolino; Jonathan Drapkin; Al Samuels; Senator John Bonacic  

Ex-Officios: Luis Alvarez 

Council Members Substitutes: Ron Hicks (Rep. Molinaro); Barbara Barosa (Rep. Odell); Suzanne 

Holt (Rep. Hein); Freda Eisenberg (Rep. Alvarez); Jason Baker (Rep. Spano); Bridget Gibbons 

(Rep. Latimer); Lucy Redzeposki (Rep. Day) 

State Agency/Local Government/ESD Staff: Lydia Biskup (Rep. MOA Serino); Kelly Turturro 

(DEC); Sandra Jobson (DOT); Leslie Foxhall (Marist College); Rich Winters (SUNY New Paltz); 

Felisa Hochheiser (ESD); Goldie Weixel (ESD); Monique Le Gendre (ESD); Whitney Bowers (ESD); 

Eric Warren (ESD); James Kostenblatt (ESD); Alison Walsh (ESD); Dylan Miyoshi (Rep. Governor 

Cuomo) 

Time Adjourned: 2:27 PM 

Welcome and Remarks:  

Call to Order:   

☒   Preamble requesting disclosure of any conflicts of interest read. 
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☐ Conflicts noted:  (Please List) 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________  

☐ Recusals noted:  (Please List) 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________  

☒ No conflicts noted. 

☐  The record of recusals was noted and acknowledged at the meeting. 

 

Meghan Taylor acknowledged the recent passing of the City of Newburgh’s former Mayor, Judy 

Kennedy, and the 104th Assembly District’s Assembly Member, Frank Skartados, with a moment 

of silence. 

Dr. Murray, MHREDC Co-Chair, announced that he is stepping down from his role on the 

Council. 

Ms. Taylor acknowledged all that Dr. Murray has contributed for the betterment of the Mid-

Hudson economy and announced the incoming MHREDC Co-Chair, Donald Christian, PhD. 

She thanked the following elected officials for attending the public meeting: 

 Tim Rogers, Mayor, Village of New Paltz 

 Neil Bettez, Town Supervisor, Town of New Paltz 

 Mike Baden, Town Supervisor, Town of Rochester 

 Brian Rourke, Town Supervisor, Town of Liberty 

 Steve Noble, Mayor, City of Kingston 

 William Rieber, Town Supervisor, Town of Thompson 

MHREDC 2011-2017 Look Back 

Ms. Taylor gave a brief overview of past Rounds and the MHREDC regional strategies.  

The MHREDC is a four-time top-performer, with over $560 million awarded in the Region to 

support 687 projects through the Regional Council process. 90% of all projects awarded CFA 

funding in the region are complete or progressing. The leverage ratio (private investment to 
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state investment) over seven years is six-to-one in the Mid-Hudson, above the statewide goal of 

five-to-one. 

Ms. Taylor reported that the general economic indicators have improved since the start of the 

regional council process in 2011, demonstrating the success of the MHREDC in the region. She 

also noted that the MHREDC is committed to a fair and transparent process as well as extensive 

engagement across all seven counties. 

The MHREDC’s strategy is three-pronged; a unique take on LIVE, WORK & PLAY which 

compliments the statewide priorities – Placemaking, Workforce, Innovation and Tradable 

Sectors. 

Regional Economic Development Council Round 8 Overview 

Alison Walsh, Vice President, Regional Economic Development, Empire State Development 

presented an overview of the REDC Round 8 Competition. 

After reviewing the history and purpose of the REDC process since 2011, she gave a 2018 

competition breakdown – over $750 million available statewide from over 30 programs across 

11 state agencies: 

 $150 million in Capital Grants 

 $75 million in Excelsior Tax Credits 

 Over $525 million in additional state funding from various state agencies 

She reviewed the Round 8 timeline: 

 May 1, 2018: CFA Opens 

 July 27, 2018: CFA Closes at 4 PM Sharp 

 October 1, 2018: Regional Council Updates and Scores are due 

 Late Fall: Round 8 Awards Ceremony 

Downtown Revitalization Initiative Round 3 Overview 

Sarah Crowell, Director, Office of Planning and Development, Department of State presented an 

overview of the DRI Round 3 Competition. 

After reviewing the history and purpose/goals of the DRI over the past two Rounds, she 

reviewed the REDC nomination process: 

 April 24, 2018: DRI Round 3 announced and Guidebook released 
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 June 1, 2018: DRI Applications due at 4 PM Sharp 

 REDCs review proposals and request presentations from finalist applicants 

 July 13, 2018: Nominations due from each REDC for one community as DRI winner 

 July 19, 2018: Consultant selection approved by ESD Board 

 Summer 2018: DRI Areas announced 

 Fall 2018: Planning begins 

 March 2019: Plans complete 

Public Comment 

Brian Keeler, Executive Director, Pine Plains Memorial Hall – Mr. Keeler thanked Dr. Murray for 
the work he has done over the past seven years, as Mr. Keeler was once Chief of Staff for 
Senator Gibson and attended many Council meetings. 
 
Dan Depew, Deputy County Manager, Sullivan County – Mr. Depew announced that Sullivan 
County is working to remove red tape wherever possible, is investing $900,000 in the North 
Street Commons project, and is taking steps to be competitive in the CFA Process. He asked the 
Council to support Sullivan County projects, reiterating that the County is undergoing a 
movement with the new casino and more. 
 
Alan Kesten, President, Monticello Chamber of Commerce – Mr. Kesten asked the Council to 
support Sullivan County projects, specifically in the Village of Monticello. 
 
Rose Barnett, Owner, Arrowhead Ranch – Ms. Barnett announced that she will be applying for 
CFA funding with a proposed development/rehabilitation of a ranch. She reiterated that the 
timing is right with the renewed interest in tourism due to the casino. 
 
Maria Grace, Manager, New York Watershed – Housatonic Valley Association – Ms. Grace 
announced that she will be applying for CFA funding with a Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan 
project due to the fact that the watershed is ineligible for some river monies. 
 
Sally Wright, Executive Director, Catskill Arts Society - Ms. Wright announced that she will be 
applying for CFA funding to expand and improve what was once a seasonal movie theater into a 
regional tourist destination and further establish Catskill Arts Center as a cultural anchor for the 
town. 
 
Lisa Silverstone, Executive Director, Safe Harbors of the Hudson – Ms. Silverstone thanked the 
Council for their support of their past project, the renovation of the Ritz Theater. She 
encouraged the Council to support the City of Newburgh in their efforts to revitalize their 
downtown. 
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Joan Burroughs of the John Burroughs Association – Ms. Burroughs announced that she will be 
applying for CFA funding with development of a trail along the length of Black Creek, to connect 
with the Walkway Over the Hudson and the Empire State Trail. 
 
Helen Budrock, Assistant Director, Community Planner, Sullivan Renaissance – Gerry 
Foundation – Ms. Budrock announced that the Gerry Foundation is a grant-making organization 
that helps beautify communities. She noted that many projects awarded CFA funding in Sullivan 
County have also been assisted by the Gerry Foundation. 
 
Ariel Shanberg, Executive Director of the Delaware Valley Arts Alliance – Mr. Shanberg urged 
the Council to support Sullivan County projects and noted that the Alliance is an advocate, 
particularly for funding of arts programs. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 2:27 PM. 

 


