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Cleaner, Greener Communities Goals 

1.  Incentivize sustainable communities 
2.  Economic revitalization through green jobs 
3.  Increase energy efficiencies and renewable energy 
4.  Strengthen environmental justice 
5.  Support development of environmentally-friendly public and 

private transportation 
6.  Protect & preserve NYS’s natural resources 
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Cleaner, Greener Communities (CGC) Program 
CGC empowers regions to lead the development of sustainability plans and to 
implement projects that will significantly improve the economic development and 
environmental well-being of their communities. 
•  Phase I provided $10 million in funding for each region in NYS to develop a 

comprehensive Regional Sustainability Plan (Complete) 
•  Phase II is a $90 million effort to provide funding on a competitive basis for the 

implementation of community-scale projects that support the goals of each 
Regional Sustainability Plan and drive market transformation.  
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Phase II: CGC Round 3 Program Structure 

1.  Category 1, Permitting (Open 
Enrollment) 

2.  Category 2, Flexible Funding 
Pilots (Rolling Applications - 
Competitive) 

3.  Category 3, Community-
Scale Sustainability Projects 
(Due Date Competitive) 
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Category 1: Permitting 
Photovoltaic (PV) Systems & Electric 
Vehicle (EV) Charging Stations    
 
Funding:  

Adoption of model streamlined 
permitting and other ordinances 

 
Applications accepted through 
September 2019 
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Category 2: Flexible Funding Pilots 
•  New funding category in this year’s solicitation 
•  Up to $5 million available with awards ranging from $25,000 to $250,000 
•  Required Steps 
•  Eligible project types 

 

Photo	  source:	  h,p://www.formithaca.com/	  	  
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Category 2: Required Steps 
1.  Implement a Green Building Strategy  
2.  Adopt the New York State Unified Solar Permit  
3.  Support Alternative Fuel Transportation Supply 

Infrastructure  
4.  Adopt a Vehicle Fleet Efficiency Policy 
5.  Develop a Government Operations Greenhouse 

Gas (GHG) Emissions Inventory and Establish a 
Government Operations Emissions Reduction 
Target  

6.  Enable Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) 
Financing (Only if within the jurisdiction of the 
proposing local government) 
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Category 2: Eligible Project Types 
•  Convert	  streetlights	  to	  LED	  
•  Convert	  traffic	  signals	  to	  LED	  
•  Develop	  and	  adopt	  a	  
comprehensive	  plan	  with	  
sustainability	  elements	  

•  Incorporate	  smart	  growth	  principles	  
into	  land-‐use	  policies	  and	  
regulaCons	  

•  Implement	  strategies	  that	  support	  
bicycling	  and	  walking	  

•  Other	  innovaCve	  community-‐based	  
project	  
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Category 2: Selection, Eligibility, & Review Process 
•  SelecCon	  criteria	  will	  be	  based	  on	  the	  following	  factors:	  

−  SCmulate	  Market	  TransformaCon	  
−  Support	  Sustainable	  Design	  and	  Development	  PracCces	  
−  Create	  Regional	  and	  Community	  Benefit	  
−  Leverage	  CGC	  Funds	  
−  Reduce	  Carbon	  Emissions	  

	  
•  Local	  governments	  are	  eligible	  to	  apply.	  	  MunicipaliCes	  may	  form	  partnerships	  and	  submit	  a	  joint	  

proposal,	  but	  one	  enCty	  must	  be	  idenCfied	  as	  the	  lead	  applicant	  on	  behalf	  of	  the	  group	  or	  
consorCum.	  A	  single	  municipality,	  or	  a	  group	  or	  consorCum	  of	  municipaliCes,	  may	  choose	  to	  
designate	  a	  non-‐municipal	  enCty	  (private,	  non-‐profit,	  etc)	  to	  be	  the	  lead	  applicant,	  but	  the	  lead	  
applicant	  must	  provide	  le,ers	  of	  support	  from	  each	  municipality	  involved	  in	  the	  project.	  	  

	  
Proposals	  will	  be	  accepted	  on	  a	  rolling	  basis	  unCl	  4:00p.m.	  EST	  on	  September	  30,	  2019.	  



10 

Category 3 – Community-Scale Sustainability Projects 
•  Up	  to	  $25	  million	  for	  community-‐scale	  projects	  

including:	  
−  Showcase	  or	  anchor	  construcCon	  project	  that	  

delivers	  one	  or	  more	  key	  elements	  of	  a	  
defined	  sustainable	  neighborhood	  
development	  effort	  	  

−  InnovaCve	  projects	  or	  programs	  that	  
facilitate,	  develop,	  or	  expand	  a	  private-‐sector	  
business	  model	  targeCng	  delivery	  of	  
community-‐based	  clean	  energy	  services	  or	  
sustainability	  projects	  	  

•  Awards	  range	  from	  $500,000	  to	  $3	  million	  per	  
project	  

Photo	  Source:	  
h,p://www.nybc.net/advocacy/complete-‐streets	  	  
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Category 3: Selection, Eligibility, & Review Process 
•  SelecCon	  criteria	  will	  be	  based	  on	  the	  following	  factors:	  

−  SCmulate	  Market	  TransformaCon	  
−  Support	  Sustainable	  Design	  and	  Development	  PracCces	  
−  Create	  Regional	  and	  Community	  Benefit	  
−  Leverage	  CGC	  Funds	  
−  Reduce	  Carbon	  Emissions	  
−  Preferred	  Eligible	  Project	  Types	  
−  Electric	  Vehicle	  Market	  Development	  Project	  Types	  

	  
•  Local	  governments,	  private	  companies,	  non-‐governmental	  organizaCons,	  and	  other	  enCCes	  are	  

eligible	  to	  apply.	  	  Applicants	  may	  form	  partnerships	  and	  submit	  a	  joint	  proposal,	  but	  one	  enCty	  
must	  be	  idenCfied	  as	  the	  lead	  applicant	  on	  behalf	  of	  the	  group	  or	  consorCum	  

	  
Proposals	  are	  due	  by	  4:00	  PM	  EST	  	  on	  July	  31,	  2015	  
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Category 3: Preferred Eligible Project Types 
•  Preferred	  eligible	  project	  types	  under	  Category	  3	  include	  the	  following:	  

−  Electric	  Vehicle	  Market	  Development	  	  

−  Low-‐to-‐Moderate	  Income	  (LMI)	  InnovaCve	  SoluCons	  

−  K-‐12	  Schools	  Program	  

−  CommuniCes	  Local	  Support	  Framework	  
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For more information… 

•  Visit	  Cleaner,	  Greener	  CommuniCes	  Guidance	  Documents	  Website	  at:	  	  

−  www.nyserda.ny.gov/cgc	  	  	  	  

•  Contact	  a	  NYSERDA	  representaCve	  at:	  	  

−  CGC@nyserda.ny.gov	  	  	  


