
Capital District State Parks and Historic Sites

The Capital District includes 24 parks and historic sites 
with a combined annual attendance of over 4 million

Highlights

--Saratoga Spa, distinguished by its classical 
architecture is a National Historic Landmark noted for 
its diverse cultural, aesthetic and recreational 
resources including the historic Victoria Pool, two 
beautiful golf courses, and unique mineral water 
springs

--Olana was the 19th Century home of the Hudson River 
School artist Frederic Church and is situated in one of 
Columbia County’s most strikingly beautiful places

--John Boyd Thacher sits along the Helderberg 
Escarpment, one of the richest fossil bearing formations 
in the world



Capital District State Parks and Historic Sites
Flagship Parks and Sites

Annual Attendance

Saratoga-Capital District Region
(Warren, Washington, Saratoga, Schenectady, Rensselaer, Albany, Greene 
counties)
Saratoga Spa 1,948,587
Moreau Lake 425,167
John Boyd Thacher 241,643
Grafton Lakes 220,952
Peebles Island 89,067
Schodack Island 76,453

Taconic Region
(Columbia County)
Lake Taghkanic 221,494
Taconic 183,881
(Copake Falls area)
Olana 129,676

Total attendance at the region’s 24 parks 
4 million
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Economic Impact
An economic impact study* estimates that in 2008-09, 
nearly 3000 jobs were created and $249 million in local 
economic activity was generated by State Parks in the 
Capital District (OPRHP Saratoga-Capital District Region)*

Quality of Life
The recreational and natural resources created by the 
area’s parks and historic sites benefit this region by:

-- Maintaining the state’s ecosystem and biodiversity
-- Providing opportunities for recreation
-- Reducing the negative effects from pollution
-- Improving health outcomes
-- Preserving areas of historic importance
-- Influencing business location decisions by making the 
community a better place to live

*Source, The NYS Park System:  An Economic Asset to the Empire 
State:  Political Economy Research Institute, Univ. of Mass, Amherst, 
March, 2009
*State Parks Sara-Cap region includes Warren, Washington, 
Saratoga, Schenectady, Rensselaer, Albany, Greene counties
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Regional Capital Needs 
The backlog of capital projects in the Capital District is estimated to exceed 

$79 million
High Impact Projects Include

Park/Project Cost
Saratoga Spa $3,000,000
Rehabilitate the Roosevelt Bath House

Peebles Island $5,000,000
Repair and stabilize the Bleachery 

Moreau Lake $1,250,000
Reconstruct deteriorated beach parking area

Olana $2,000,000
Rehabilitate the historic Main Barn
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