Waste Water Treatment Facilities –Warren Washington Counties

Department of Environmental Conservation created “Wastewater Infrastructure Need of New York State Report” March 2008. The report indicated over 600 wastewater treatment facilities serve over 1610 municipalities   www.dec.ny.gov/docs/water_pdf/infrastructurerpt.pdf 

Additionally DEC compiled a descriptive data of municipal wastewater treatment plants in New York State) 2004)
http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/water_pdf/descdata2004.pdf



The lack of proper sewer infrastructure poses a serious threat to the northern sector  of the Capital Region Economic Development Council region's ability to develop and assist the expansion of existing businesses and new projects of any type, whether the projects are office, industrial, retail, residential, affordable housing, or community-oriented. New projects and expansion of existing businesses will need to show an existing sewer allocation or await expansion of waste water capacities to meet the additional sewer needs of these projects.



The City of Glens Falls constructed a new waste water treatment plant (and sludge incinerator operation) in 1986 on the Hudson River with MGD capacity of 9.5 M. The Glens Falls site is situated on 28 acres (City-owned) along the Hudson River. In addition to providing sanitary services to City residents and businesses, the City also provides regional waste water services through inter-municipal agreements to three communities in two counties - Village of South Glens Falls and Town of Moreau in Saratoga County and Town of Queensbury in Warren County.




The City's waste water treatment facility faces several issues, including:

· The City received a NYS DEC consent order requiring the City to undertake the development and implementation of a Long-Term Control Plan for the reduction and elimination of combined sewer overflows within the City, including a series of waste water infrastructure upgrades to several pumping stations, replacement of sewer lines, and installment of disinfection treatment facilities. It is estimated that the implementation of the Long-Term Control Plan will cost approximately $13 M.
· Furthermore, the City has existing and future manufacturing projects/processes that will require additional treatment processes, thereby causing an increase in operating expenses at this facility.
· The City needs to address the expansion of the City treatment plant as result of ongoing requests from neighboring municipalities for additional sewer capacity through the development of a strategic plan.

The Washington County Sewer District No.2 serves the Villages of Fort Edward and Hudson Falls and portions of the Towns of Fort Edward and Kingsbury. Located on the Hudson River in Fort Edward, the Washington County Sewer District No.2 has been operating their facility (1986) at 2.5 MGD (currently the District is within 95 % of capacity design). The collection system is a combined sewer system (CSS) that collects storm water and waste water within a 2.8 square mile service area serving the Villages of Fort Edward and Hudson Falls and some areas within the Towns of Fort Edward and Kingsbury.

The District is facing several issues, including:

· A pending consent order which may impose a moratorium on further sewer connections in latter part of2012 along with required and recommended improvements from the Long-Term Control Plan Level I and II at a cost of $27 M.
· Several projects are being proposed within the District or just outside the current District in areas properly zoned for development which will require sewer capacity that the District is unable to provide at this time.

The Town of Kingsbury (Washington County), located just outside the Washington County Sewer District No.2, is facing growth (both commercial and industrial) and does not have any sewer system in place in these designated growth areas. The Town of Kingsbury is unable to address development until officials receive information on the cost of sewer infrastructure, including the cost to connect to either waste water treatment plant at Glens Falls or Fort Edward, as well as the cost to purchase capacity and its effect on taxpayers.

The Town of Fort Edward (Washington County), with properties located beyond the current Sewer District No.2, has potential interest within an existing industrial park; but again, there is no capacity by the District within the system to accept this connection.

The Town of Moreau (Saratoga County) receives MGD from the City and is reviewing development plans (including one plan proposed for a mixed-use project consisting of 26 acres). The Town of Queensbury (Warren County) purchased reserved capacity within the Glens Falls Facility; however, an updated assessment is required for future needs and connectivity to the Glens Falls plant.

Other municipalities (lacking in sewers) within the Adirondack Gateway Council region have received interest from several proposed developers.

The above-described scenario poses significant roadblocks to further development within the greater Glens Falls metropolitan area Current growth and anticipated population increases within this region have created demands that will exceed the waste water treatment capacity for facilities at Glens Falls and Washington County. To compound these challenges, plant facilities, structures and operating equipment are approaching the end of their life span and will need to be upgraded or partially replaced to ensure reliability and quality treatment. In addition, the Washington County Sewer District No.2 and Glens Falls Facility must comply with new Federal and State-imposed Long-Term Control Plan.
Capital Region Economic Development Council has recognized waste water treatment facilities as infrastructure priorities as identified within Strategic Plan indicated herein:

· "We will create 21st Century infrastructure with a focus on preparing our community for sustainable growth" (Page 7, 14).
· "Public utilities including ... sewer and storm sewer facilities are vital foundation for economic growth (Page 74).
· "Yet, more reliable, modern infrastructure is much in need" (Page 40).

· Recognition that Warren and Washington counties have more limited infrastructure (Page 69).
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